Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



^arimrb Co0ese IMwcf 




BRIGHT LEGACY 

Ooe half the income from tkb Legmqr, which 
coired in iMo under the will of 



WM re- 






JONATHAN BROWN BRIGHT 
of WalthuB, MaMschnsetts, ic to be expended for hooka 
for the Coll^ Librarf. The other haLT of the income 
it dcToted to Kholanhipa in Hanrard Unirenitj for the 
benefit of descendant! of 

HBNRT BRIGHT, JR., 
who died at Wateitown. MaMachveetts, in 16I6. In tht 
abeence of inch deocendanti, other perMint are aUglble 
to the tcholarihlpe. Tht will requlrce that this nnnonneo- 
ment ehall be nude in every book added to the Ubrarjr 
andcr id pmrieiona. 



/ 



f ..» 



HISTOKY 



OF 



PLYMOUTH COUNTY, 



MASSACHUSETTS, 



WITH 



I ] 1 0( ^ II A I ^ 1 1 1 ( J A L SK li]l^C M ES 



OF MANY OF ITS 



Pjoneers and Pkominent Men. 



COMl'Il.Rt) tlNOKU TIIK PUI'HIlVrsrON OP 

n. II AMI I. T ON H U H I> 



ILLlfHTllATKI). 



V II I L A 1) K L r H I A : 
J. W. I.KWJS & CO 

18 84. 



VXS ISW^^.l.^ Cf-i-'B) 




I * 



'' )'\^ ^j'.. V 



Copyriglit, 1884, by J. W. Lewis it Co. 



iniKSS OF 

f. B. LIPPINOOTT & CO., 

PlllLADKIiPIIIA. 



• ^%^*^s^^^^ 



y ■ 



HISTORY OF WEST BRIDGEWATEU. 



889 



wore iiii|miiol(!(l, iiiul laid out lour romls for public 
Miiivcnioiicc, two of tliciii Rtnrtiiiir fruiii ilic iiioelini;- 
house of 1G61, one leading toward Boston and one 
toward Taunton, and two others branching off from 
these two roadfl, one at Sandy [I ill, leading toward 
Plymouth, and one at the head of Edward Fobes' 
two hou8e-lots toward the Great Meadows. 

First Congregational Society. — The first meet- 
ing- house was oreetcd in West Hridgewuter about 
1660. It was built of logs near the site of Simeon 
Dunbar's house. 

The second meeting-house was erected in 1674, 
opposite where Maj. J. D. Barrill lives. Its size was 
forty by twenty-six feet, fourteen feet studs, at an ex- 
pense* of fonnscorc imunds, not including " the niuking 
of gallaries or seating, ten pounds in money, ten pounds 
in merchantable boards at four shillings a hundred.*' 

The third meeting-house was built on the site of 
the second building in 1739. Committee of the old 
house, Nicholas Byrani, John Wnshburn, Samuel 
Allen, John Ames, Deacon John Willis, and Good- 
man (Samuel) Edson. Committee of the new one, 
Jonathan Ilnyward, Jr., Israel Packard, Thomas Hay- 
ward (Hd), Ephraim Fobes, and Ephraim [lay ward; 
size of the house, flfty by thirty-eight feet, twenty- 
two feet posts, covered with sliinglcs; eleven places for 
pews sold for one hundred and forty-three pounds ten 
shillings sixpence. A pew was built on the left of 
the pulpit for the minister's family. Long scats in- 
stead of |)ews in the body of the house, two gallcricH, 
one above the other on three sides. 

In 1767 a new spire was erected, balcony repaired, 
and bell purchased. This was the second bell in 
town ; the North Parish had a bell in 1764. This 
building continued in use for seventy years, till the 
erection of the fourth house, on land of Ganialial 
Howard, near the orchard of Jonathan Copcland, 
1802. The old church was sold to the town for a 
town house, belfry removed. The building was taken 
down in 1823. The first pastor was the Uev. James 
Keith, who was ordained Feb. 18, 1664, and con- 
tinued in the ministry fifty-six years. lie died July 
23, 1710. 

" He lived and died," says Mr. Latham, " in a house 
in this town now owned and occupied by George M. 
Pratt. It is situated on River Street, between the 
residence of Mrs. Sarah H. Howard, widow of Amasa 
Howard, on the west, and the residence of Miss Louisa 
Perkins on the east. 

" The house was built in L662. It fronted south, 
was two stories high in front, one story high back 
side, posts sixteen feet high, fifteen feet wide in front, 
thirty-four feet deep, with front entry five feet wide ; 



chaniber-Htairs and chimney back of fnmt door in the 
southeast corner of the house, one front room about 
ten by twelve, with a bedroom back of that, and a 
kitchen, with pantry, back of bedroom and chimney. 
In the second story was an entry, a front room, and a 
bedroom corresponding to the rooms below. No 
cellar under this part of the house. 

" In 1678 the house was enlarged by an addition 
of eighteen by thirty- four feet to the east side, of the 
house, two stories high in front, one story high back 
side, making one large front room, eighteen by eigh- 
teen feet, with a bedroom, back stairs, and an enlarge- 
ment of the kitchen in the back part, the rooms in 
the second story corresponding to the front room and 
bedroom below, the back part of the second story 
of the old and new part of the house remaining un- 
finished ; a cellar under a portion of this new part, 
with a stone drain across the road to the Town Iliver. 

'^ The house remained in this condition without ma- 
terial alteration for one hundred and fidy-nine years, — 
from 1078 down to J 837,— when Thomas Pratt, father 
of George M. Pratt, cut off about fourteen feet of the 
north side of the house, so as to leave the north side 
of the same height as the front side of the house, 
thereby making the south roof thirteen and one-half 
feet long, and the north roof only twelve feet long, 
building a new chimney in the place of the old one, 
then taken down, but much smaller, and leaving the 
rooms in the front and middle parts of the house as 
they were before this amputation. The brick in tliis 
old chimney were much larger than modern brick, 
and were laid in clay. The shingles upon the walls < 
were taken off, and clapboards put on in place thereof, 
this house now being a two-story house, thirty-two 
feet front and twenty feet back, with a porch annexed 
to the back side, the windows upon the three sides 
of the house being the same ever since the memory 
of man, except such as were cut off as aforesaid, and 
except square glass in place of the old diamond glass 
and bull's eyes. 

" The annex, or addition of eighteen by thirty-four 
feet, made in 1678, was quite fully developed and 
apparent on a personal examination of the inside of 
the house a few years ago by the writer, and the 
frame-work, timber, doors, materials, and inside con- 
struction of the house exhibit strong marks of an- 
tiquity. 

*' In the case of the inhabitants of Bridgewater 
vei'sitn the inhabitants of West Bridgewater, reported 
in the seventh volume of ' Pickering Reports,* page 
191, and in the ninth volume of Pickering, page 55, 
in the years 1828-29, brought for the support of 
Daniel Keith, a pauper, then aged eighty-one yeani. 
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a great-grandson of the Rev. James Keith. This 
pauper, with his father, Daniel Keith, and «n^nd- 
father, John Keith, son of the Rev. James Koi(h, 
lived and died in the plaintiff (own. It became ne- 
cessary to prove where, in old Bridgewater, Minister 
Keith lived and died, and sundry old people were 
witnesses of, and sundry depositions of ancient people 
were then (1828-29) taken for that purpose, as well 
as to prove the genealogy of the pauper ; and some 
of said deponents and witnesses well remembered the 
house then (1828) owned and occupied by Arrabella, 
daughter of said Aniasa Howard, deceased, and widow 
of Benjtimin Kuton, deceused, as far back as 1750, 
and said it was then (1750) an ancient-looking house, 
and had always appeared the same as it then (1828-29) 
appeared. That case was tried, and before the whole 
court, twice, and the fact that the Rev. James Keith 
lived and died in that house was then well and satis- 
factorily established. 

" The homestead of Rev. James Keith consisted of 
two house-lots of six acres each, with a ten-acre lot 
at the head of said house-lots, and with a house 
thereon built by the town, conditionally given by the 
town to him in consideration of his future services as 
their minister, and remained (entire until about 1800 ; 
and though this house and a portion of the homestead 
on which it stands has been owned and occupied by 
many persons as tenants, in common and otherwise, 
yet the title to this house and portion of the home- 
stead has always remained in and been confined to 
four persons and their families, to wit : 

" Jainoa Koitli and his children, down to 172.3 01 years. 

Kphraim Fobos, brother, and son, down to 17U2 00 ** 

Amasa Ilowiird and diiughters, down to 1834 42 ** 

Thomas Pratt and son, Qeorge M., down to 1884 50 ** 

222 years. 

*' We have never been able to find any record of 
the date of the birth of Rev. James Keith, nor the 
date of his marriage to Susanna, daughter of Dea- 
con Samuel Edson, or of the date of the birth of 
his children, except Joseph. In the pamphlet re- 
ferred to on the third page of this book it is stated 
that they were married May 3, 1668, but that date 
was acknowledged by the author to be conjectural and 
without authority, and we have no confidence in that 
date. His son, in that pamphlet, is said to have mar- 
ried Mary Thayer, of Weymouth, May 3, 1695. The 
records of Bridgewater give the dates of the births of 
his children, but not of his marriage, James, his 
oldest child, being born Jan. 8, 1696. Susanna, 
daughter of Rev. James Keith, was married, in Taun- 
ton, to Jonathan Howard, of Bridgewater, Jan. 8, 
1G89, and died soon aflor without issue, and the Rev. 



James Keith was probably born as early as 1 643, and 
began to preach in Bridgewater soon afler his arrival, 
in 1662. Master James Keith probably continued to 
preach and perform the olTice of luiniKtor ftir that 
people from that time to the time of his settlement, 
Feb. 18, 1664, old style, but when he arrived, or in 
what ship, or who his parents were, or his brothers 
or sisters, if any, were, or when he first went into 
possession of this house and land doos not appear. 
The town had employed one Mr. Bunker to serve 
them as minister for 1660, 1661, and perhaps a part 
of 1662. He then declined to accept their invitation 
to settle among them. The town had previously, 
without reference to any particular minister, agreed 
to give their minister a purchase right with all privi- 
leges. 

" In support of the above history <»r this houMt, we 
present the following extracts from the first volume 
of town records, and a copy of the inventory of the 
Rev. James Keith, recorded in the fourth volume of 
Probate Court Records at Plymouth, page 185 : 

*' Volume I. page 30. ' It is a|;rced ii|ion hy the towno, 
nioull to}^ulhor the Hixl-nnd-lwuiiliu(h uf hcidniiUitr (1001), (hat 
thuru shall be a hotisu built for a luiuistur u|mui thu (own's 
lands, whore it A\\\\\ bo lhoii|(lil most ouiivenioiit, iintl Ihiil tho 
stiid lioiiHu Hiitl grouiidri in lu bu frouly |;iiiiiii (o thai uiiiiiHlvr y^ 
shall Hue and die amongst us, being called by the townu to the 
work of the ministry, or by a churoh gathered aooording to the 
order of the gospel, with the consent of the towne; as also a 
compleat purchase, with uplands and meadow lands, according 
as other townesmen haue.' 

" This record further provides for the contingency 
of death, a short time of service, and inability to 
serve, and occupies the last half of said page. 

"This house was probably built in 1662, in pur- 
suance of the town's agreement on the 26th day of 
December, 1661, but not finished May 11^, 1664, 
when the town employed two persons to finish the 
chimneys and glass the windows, as follows (44th 
page) : 

"'An agreement made between the towne and John Willis, 
seynior, and John Ames, for the finishing of the chimnies, 
backs, hearths, and ouen belonging to the minister's house. 
And they are to find all and draw all, both clay, stones, end 
'^ bricks, for the aforesaid chimnies, backs, and oucn and 
hearths, and to do It snfliuiontly ; and the tuwne, for Ihoir 
paines, are to pay to them next haruest twenty bushels of good 
marchandable come, and the work to be finished by the lust of 
August insuing; the date hereof being now the 1.1^ (thirteenth) 
of May, 1004, to be paid when Indyan corn Is marchan table/ 

** The roof was probably a thatched roof at first, 
and the house unoccupied and neglected at first ; and 
on the 11th of October, 1664, the house required 
simie repairs and improvements, and the record in the 
same book, page 43, reads as follows : 
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" ' It wiu« nf;rccil u|>on by llio twone, incll together ilio 
olcuciidi of Octolicr, \M4f tlint Ihn Iwoiio vrns frocly willing to 
coiicr the ininifftrr's hoiiwo (ho ffcuoiul lime, and to glard Ihc 
windows ns soon ns they cann, prouidod that thoy oann gelt 
glan for boards.' 

** Oil the 44tli page tlie town gave him possession 
of said house and land, as follows : 

"'This reooni nmdo the 18"' of Fohniary, WW, The townc, 
being meet together, doth declare and hold forth that the towne 
did then resigne and make oner to Mr. Keith the house and 
garden belonging to the minister's lott or purchase, according 
to the ten nor of the agreement made between Mr. Keith and 
the towne, and gauo him free liberty to possess it.' 

'* And on the .'Mth page of said book is a full 
record of the terms of his settlement made with the 
town under date of Kcb. 18, 1GG4, old style; and 
among other things, the town agreed to * giue Master 
James Keith/ conditionally, * twelue acres of land, 
already laid out, with a dwelling-house built upon 
the same by the towne ; the lands well known, and 
liing upon the Mill Riuer, and joining to the lands 
of Nath' Willis on the one side and to George Turner 
on the other side.* 

" Sept. IH, 1670, page 60, * town choose a com- 
mittee to let out Mr. Keith's barn, and to set the 
work forward and do their endeavor to see the work- 
' man paid for his labor;* and, May 23, 1673, on page 
68, (he town gave him full title to hii^ house and 
lands, as follows : 
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Ft was agreed n|>on by the inlialMlnnts of the towno of 
Dridgewater, the thrre-and- twentieth of May, ono IhoiiNand six 
hiindrfnl and seventy-lhree, that MiiNler Jiinios Koilli, in con- 
sideration of hauing been some competent time in the work of 
the ministry among them, should haue the dwelling-house and 
out-houses he is possessed of, with the twelue acre lot he Hues 
upon, as also all the lands, whether uplands or meadow lands, 
belonging to a full purobase/ 

" And did then freely give and grant the same to 
him, his heirs, and assigns; and on Nov. 20, 1675, 
page 71, ' noted there shall be a garrison made about 
Mr. Keith's house.* 

** On the 20th of September, 1677, page 74, the 
town * uoted to raise and give Mr. Keith 24 lbs. to- 
ward (he building of him a coiiucnioiit roonic or 
dwelling-house,* as follows : 

** * The (own being mott together the twentieth of September, 
1677, did arran and agree to give freely to Mr. Keith twenty- 
and-four pounds, to be paid at his house — the one half to be 
paid in Indian come, and the other half in boanis and clap- 
boards, by the last of April insuing the date hereof; afad the 
said twenty-four pounds to be raised by way of rnte upon the 
inhahilants of Ihn (own, which was given to Mr. Keilh toward 
Iho building of him a uonneniout roomo or dwelling-honso ; the 
boards at &«. a hundred and clapboards, shaven, at b». a hun- 
drcil.' 

" This liouse, in which many of his children were 



born, was probably not enlarged with a convenient 
room until the summer of 1678. 

" The inventory of Kev. James Keith, recorded in 
the fourth volume of the Probate Record, page 1 85, 
was taken Aug. 25, 1719, by John Field, Isaac John- 
son, and John Ames, Jr., and contains ten items of 
pensfinul property, amounting to 167lbs. and lis., and 
shows the internal division and arrangement of the 
house at that time, corresponding to the rooms and 
condition of the house at the time of the alteration 
in 1837, to wit: 

£ a. d, 
"I. Apparrel 27 13 

2. In the now chamber, one feather bed, case of 

draws, chairs, tables, and looking-glass 28 16 

3. To things in new lower roome, one feather bod 

with iL!< riirnituro, 2 tables, table-cloth, nap- 
kins, chairs, and wheels 17 5 5 

4. To Ihc old west roomc, one bed, bedding, with 

chairs and chest 13 15 

5. To the old chamber, to lumber 3 7 6 

6. To the things in the kitchen, of pewter, iron, 

11 nd brass vessels, with tables and chairs 12 19 

7. To quick slock 21 

8. To hay, 6 load 10 

9. To library of books 30 

10. To money 2 16 

167 11" 

Mr. Keith was succeeded in the ministry by Rev. 
Daniel Perkins, who was ordained Oct. 4, 1721, and 
was pastor sixty-two years. He died Sept. 29, 1782. 

Kev. John Reed was the next pastor, ordained 
Juno 7, 1780, and continued his minis(ry hero until 
his death, Feb. 17, 1831. 

Jlcv. Uichurd Stoiio was settled in 1834, and oon- 
(i lined about eight years. Darius Forbes appears as 
pastor ill 1845. 

Rev. J. G. Forman was settled April 1, 1849. 

Rev. Russell A. Ballou was settled April, 1852. 

Rev. Ira Bailey supplied the pulpit in the summer 
of 1857, and was settled April 21, 1858. 

Rev. Daniel S. C. M. Potter Wiis the pastor July, 
1860, and settled in May, 1861. 

Rev. Males B. Thayer supplied the pulpit from 
April, 1863, to April, 1864. 

Rev. Nathaniel 0. Chaffee supplied from August, 
1864, to April, 1865. 

Rev. Theodore L. Dean began his services with the 
society April, 1865, and was ordained as pastor Feb. 
14, 1866. His services with the society terminated 
April 1, 1867. 

In April, 1867, the Rev. J. 6. Forman, a former 
minister, supplied the pulpit a few Sabbaths, and wag 
invited to become the settled minister again after the 
repairing of the church building, which was completed 
during the months of June, July, and August, and 
during said months the church was closed. 

This building was erected in the year 1801 , it being 
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the fourth church edifice which this society had hnilt 
and used for public worship since the settlement of the 
Rev. James Keith, in 1664. Tradition locates the 
first building for church use in several different places, 
but history is silent in relation to it. The second 
and third meeting-houses stood on what is now the 
Central Square, and it was the place where the entire 
population of the original township of Bridgewater 
assembled for public worship. The last on that loca- 
tion was a thrco-story building, having two tiers of 
galleries. The west end of said building stood about 
where the soldiers' monument now stands. 

About the time that the Rev. Mr. Forman com- 
menced his second term of service with this society 
it came into possession of a bequest of twenty thou- 
sand dollars, made by the late Capt. Benjamin B. 
Howard, the income of which was to be applied to 
the support of the ministry in this church. 

The society being thus encouraged in its prospective 
condition, entered into an engagement with Mr. For- 
man for a term of five years, and a longer time con- 
ditionally ; but at the end of three years the engage- 
ment was brought to a close, and the society wuh again 
without a pastor March 27, 1870. 

Rev. F. P. Haniblctt supplied the pulpit afl^r M:iy, 
1871, and was installed as pastor April 29, 1872, and 
continued as pastor about four years. 

Rev. James W. Fitch supplied the pulpit from July, 
1866, to February, 1867. 

Rev. David H. Montgomery was the pastor of the 
church from September, 1877, to September, 1881. 

C. C. Carpenter supplied from September, 1881, 
about two years. 

Rev. William Brown supplied the pulpit a part of 
the time during the summer of 1883, and was engaged 
as pastor of the society for a terra of five years, com- 
mencing on the 1st of September, 1883, without a 
formal installation, and is the present pastor. 

Baptist Church.' — Originally there was but one 
church in Bridgewater, and that was of the Puritan 
order, or, as we of to-day say, strictly Orthodox Con- 
gregationalist. We find this church maintained its 
purity during the pastorate of its first pastor. Rev. 
James Keith, and, for aught we know, for the first few 
years of that of its second pastor, Rev. Daniel Perkins ; 
but in 1748 we find the church began to bo troubled 
with Srpurutists; probably these were the fruit of the 
great atoitlcenxng^ or possibly the fruit of the preach- 
ing of John Porter, whose sermon on the New Way 
so excited the ire of Mr. Perkins. 



t Oondonsod from an ablo luldroM dolivorod by Albert Ou|h>- 
land. 



We find, by referring to the church records, that 
at a church meeting held Sept. 12, 1448, "To con- 
sider the case of some of our brethren who attended 
a sepanito meeting at private housitti the last two Sab- 
baths, the following question was put : Whether thoae 
that remain steadfastly adhering to the minbtry and 
discipline of this church are not bound to inquire into 
the reasons of the conduct of their brethren in sepa- 
rating from them, and act agreeably to what they shall 
find ? Voted in the aflirmative by a large majority. 
Also voted that Deacon Kdson« Mr. Keith, Esquire 
Johnson, and Mr. John Willis be a committee to dis- 
course with the brethren that are for upholding such 
separate meeting on the Sabbath, and that they give 
in their reasons, if any they have, for so doing." 

At another meeting, held Sept. 21, 1748, only nine 
days after, the record says, "Stopped the church 
after lecturci and the votes of the church were read, 
and then the reasons of the separating brethren were 
communicated, and the question was put. Whether 
these reasons are in the judgment of the brethren 
suflioient to countenance the upholding of a separate 
meeting on the TiOrd's day ? PilssimI in the negsitive. 
Voted, that they should be admonished not to go on 
in such disorder, but to rtiturn l(» the only Couinuinion 
of (he Church, and that we could not on any other 
terms be free to hold communion with them." 

Oct. 10, 1748, the church voted as follows, vis.: 
" That they continue of the same mind as before, not 
to justify the conduct of their separating brethren, 
and that we defer the consideration of their case till 
Monday, the 31st instant, and that meanwhile their 
pastor and two brethren be desired to discourse with 
them." 

Oct. 31, 1748, the church met, and a number of 
the Separatists desired a dismission to form a church 
by themselves for the reasons already given. The 
church voted in the negative, and voted to still 
further wait on their brethren and see if they will 
return to an orderly walk with us. 

At a church meeting held Dec. 12, 1748, " It was 
voted that such of the brethren as continue to sepa- 
rate from us be publickly admonished and suspended 
from our communion till they return to order, peace, 
and fellowship with us." 

"Jan. 8, 174S), read an admonition and suRfMinHion 
for twenty-eight members of this ehuroli, viz. : tlo.shua 
Willis, Experience Willis, Silas Willis, Thomas Willis, 
Jr., Susannah Willis, Nathaniel Harvey, John Snow, 
Hannah Snow, Elezer Snow,' Mary Snow,' Samuel 

* Originiil iiioiiiboni or tlio FirHt Hafitist (Uiiircli, Itridgu- 
wator. 
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Lothrop, Abtel Lothrop, Dnniol Lothrop/ Rhoda 
Lothrop,' Isaac Lothrop, Patience Lotlirop, Rachel 
Alger, Joseph Alger, Mary Alger, Joseph Alger,' 
Jr., Joseph Ames, Susannah Ames, Abner Hayward, 
Mary Hayward, Mary Lothrop, Mary Howard, Esther 
Soper, and Patience Hall. Voted thsit this b« sent 
hy \\w hands (>r DoaconK Kobosund Burr, John Willis, 
and Sauiucl Dunbar/' 

This wan the action of the church in relation to 
the Separatists in 1748-49, three years alter the 
«:rcat awakening. Therefore we may safely infer that 
these Separatists wore the fruit of that awakening, 
and also infer that the First Church in Bridguwater 
had followed in the downward c(>nrse with the other 
New England ehurclu'S, although it. had not as yet 
admitted members without a relation of their Cinis- 
tian experience. But at a church meeting held May 
28, 17G8, nineteen years afler the exclusion of the 
Separatists, the church voted : '* That no relation of 
experience should be required of persons desiring 
admission to the church, nor be improved unless the 
person desiring admission desired it." In this band 
of Separatists we find the nucleus, or embryo, of the 
First Baptist Church. Some of this band came back, 
and were made to acknowledge and confess the "sin 
of separation,*' and were restored to the fellowship of 
the church. Many of these twenty-eight persons 
were inhabitants of the west part of the town, and 
that sonic of them, at least, reniainod steadfast in the 
" libi^rty wherewith (/hrist had made them free" is 
ovident from the fact that there is recorded in the old 
church records a statement that committees were ap- 
pointed from time to time to '* Discourse with our 
western neighbors to endeavor to win them back to 
the fellowship of the Church.*' 

The First Baptist Church in Bridgewater was for- 
mally organii&ed Juno 7, 1785, a little more than 
thirty-six years aAer the expulsion of the Separatists* 
Thus more than a generation of men had been born 
and passed away between these events. 

The late Dr. Ide, of Springfield, in speaking of the 
shiwuess of the divine o]H!ration, once said, " Majestic 
slowness is the order of divine progrojis. (Jod never 
changes. Imniutuhle in 11 i.s nature and in His coun- 
sels. He acts in both the world of mutter and in the 
world of mind by the same line of procedure. The 
creature is impatient, the Creator deliberate. The 
creature, whoso sum of earthly life is bounded by 
threescore years and ten, hurries to and fro in the 
resilcHsnesH of his will, Hceking to push forward his 
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objects by excitement, by passion, by turmoil. The 
Creator, serenely seated on His eternal throne, upholds 
all things in the majestic repose of unlimited power, 
and calmly waits the issues of the agencies and devel* 
opments He has ordained. With Him a thousand 
years are as one day." 

Forty years Israel wandered in the wildcrnesR from 
Egypt to Canaan, subject to the corrective discipline 
of the Almighty, by which to render them a people 
suitable to go in and possess the land. Of their wan- 
derings we have a partial record. But two of all 
that came out of Egypt entered the promised land. 
Of the little band of Separatists who were driven 
out of the Egypt of the old church we know nothing 
except hy tradition. How often they were fed with 
*^ heavenly manna," or how ollen they *' smote the 
rock*' and were refreshed by the waters of divine 
truth, we have no record. Five of their number, 
after thirty-six years of wandering, became members 
of the First Baptist Church at its formation, having 
previously joined the First Church in Middleboro'. 
How constantly they had preaching we are not accu- 
rately informed, but doubtless often, especially during 
the years immediately preceding the formation of the 
church. Backus oflen visited them, and preaching 
to them, strengthened and encouraged them by his 
prudent counsels. 

In 1779 this vicinity was visited by an extensive 
revival of rcli«;ion, as a result of whose preaching it 
is not known. Backus was here, and, no doubt, some 
of his co-laborors. How many persons were the sub- 
ject of God*s converting grace at that time it is not 
known. Mr. Seth Howard is supposed to have been 
the first person who received apostolic baptism in this 
town. He was baptissed by Mr. Backus, March 10, 
1779, and united with tho First Church in Middlc- 
boro*. Ho was one of the sixteen members of that 
church who were dismissed May 3, 1785, for the pur- 
pose of constituting a Baptist Church in Bridgewater. 

Previous to the formation of this church, the Bap- 
tists here had gathered quite a congregation, and Elder 
Ccorgo Robinson had preached the year immediately 
preceding. Tho council for the recognition of the 
church met Juno 7, 1785. It consisted of the 
pastor and delegatcH from the First Church, Middlc- 
boro\ Isaac Backus was the pastor ; who the dele- 
gates were is not known. The church in Taunton 
sent as delegates Deacon Ebcnczer Bust, Jabez Briggs, 
and probably the pastor ; the church in Attleboro* 
sent their jmstor, Job Soainans, and Brethren George 
Robinson and Jacob Ncwland. 

The council was organized by the choice of Isaac 
Backus, moderator, and Job Seamans, scribe. The 
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record of its proceodiDp;s reads ns follows, viz. : " Hav- 
ing sought to heaven for directions, and having care- 
fully examined into their faith and proceedings, Eight 
Brethren and Five Sisters signed solemnly the cove- 
naot together, whom wo now esteem a regular Church 
of Jesus Christ/' 

Three of those who were dismissed from the church 
at Middleboro' not being present, afterwards signed 
the covenant, making sixteen members. Their names 
were as follows: Klezer Snow, Seth Howard, Daniel 
Lothrop, Joseph Alger, Daniel Alger, Jesse Howard, 
Nathaniel Ames, James Perkins, Rhoda Lothrop, 
Bathsheba Carver, Bebeckuh Pool, Maltiah Howard, 
Mary Perkins, Mary Snow, Mary Ames, and Charily 
Howard. 

Thus was formed the First Baptist Church in Bridge- 
water. As we look back at that eviiut from our stand- 
point we may think the progress slow ; but when we 
call to mind the obstacles and hardships which all dis- 
senters from the standing order hud to encounter, we 
almost wonder that it was so rapid. They were per- 
secuted, oppressed, and made to suffer all manner of 
iiidignitit^H ; they were coniimlliMl by law to help sup- 
port the churches of the standing order; and if they 
resisted the payment of such unjust taxes, their prop- 
erty was restrained and they themselves imprisoned. 
The first Baptist meeting-house built in Boston had 
its doors nailed up by order of the marshal, and a 
notice posted upou it forbidding meetings being held 
therein under *' pains and penalties.*' 

There were also circumstances which tended to re- 
tard this movement, and first among these was the fact 
that, although the dissenters were somewhat numer- 
ous, yet there were but few that fully embraced the 
doctrines of the Baptists ; another was, the pastor of 
the church was aged and infirm, and, in the course of 
nature, must soon give place to a new and younger man ; 
and in the coming man there was a faint hope that 
tlie church might be revived, and take her former {)osi- 
tion as to faith and practice. But when, in 1780, 
Rev. John Reed was ordained as his colleague, all 
hopes that the church might be placed on a gospel 
footing and a reconciliation take place speedily van- 
ished. Then it was that the movement, commenced 
so long ago, took special form, and soon developed into 
a Baptist Church. 

We now proceed, in the second place, to speak of 
the ministry of the church. The church, at its first 
meeting, July 8, 1785, ** voted to give Elder Robinson 
a call to settle with us in the work of the ministry, 
with a salary of sixty pounds/' and, March, 1786, 
Elder Robinson gave his onswor to the call in sub- 
stance as follows : He did not wish to be burdensome 



to the church, but would continue with them so long 
as they should fulfill their obligations to him, and 
should be mutually beneficial to each other. Kldcr 
lt(»bins(Mi had |N»or lumlth, but from what di^HMiHo he 
suffered is not known. This is probably what he 
meant by '* being burdensome to his i)eople.'* In July, 
1789, his health became so poor that he was unable to 
perform the public labors of his station, and advised 
the church to procure other help ; hut it docs not 
appear that any help was obtained, lie eiHiiinued to 
preach until February, 171)G, when he notified the 
ohurch that he could no longer perform the duties of 
his office, and Mr. Stephen Nelson was employed to 
supply the pulpit three Sabbaths, Mr. Ebenezer Nel- 
son two Sabbaths, and a Mr. Tripp two or three more. 
In July, 1796, Mr. Robinson's health still being 
poor, he re(| nested the church to release him from 
his charge. This they refused to do, desiring him to 
preach as he was able, and made some addition to his 
support. He continued to preach as his health per- 
mitted until the 26th of December following, when he 
asked a dismission from his charge. The ohurch was 
unwilling to grunt his reipiost, and he continued as he 
was able until June, 1767, when he bcoiime so en- 
feebled in body ihat he refustHl longer to act as psistor. 

Mr. James Heed supplied the pulpit until Septem- 
ber, and then was employed for a year at a salary of 
fifty pounds. At the expiration of Mr. Reed's year, 
Mr. Robinson, having somewhat recovered his health, 
again supplied the pulpit for a few months, but the 
warm weather coming on, ho was obliged to cease 
preaching, and gave up his charge in June, 1798. 
He minist<ered to this people about fourteen years, and* 
was pastor nearly thirteen years. During his ministry 
there were thirty-eight added to the ohurch by bap- 
tism and five by letter. The first individual baptized 
after the constitution of the church was William 
Curtis, in December, 1787, and the last during Mr. 
Robins<m's pastorate were Betsey Andrews and 1th:i- 
mar Phinney. Mr. Robinson was a faithful minister, 
of fair education, as a preacher above the average, 
and was greatly beloved by his people. 

Afler the close of Mr. Robinson's pastorate. Elder 
Hinds was obtained to supply the pulpit, and con- 
tinued to supply roost of the time until May, 1800, — a 
space of nearly two years. There were no additions 
during this time, and the church declined. Mr. Hinds 
was a man of large stature, and loved a good horse, 
and had one. He was eccentric in the extreme, and 
very sarcastic. There are many anecdotes of him 
extant, one of which is as follows : During his stay 
in this town he one afternoon rmle down to call on 
Dr. Reed, the minister at the centre of the town. 
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This wns just nftcr the completion of (he present 
nico(iiighoiiHc, which ni that (inio wns considered 
sihnost :i wonder for bcnuty. Aflcr a while spent in 
friendly chat, Dr. Reed asked him to go and see his 
new meeting-house. After looking the house over, 
as they were about leaving it, Dr. Reed asked Mr. 
Hinds what he thou<;ht of it. Says Elder Hinds, 
'' In olden times we used to have wooden meeting* 
hous<M4 and fjoUlvii ministers ; but things arc changc<l, 
— now wo have tjidilcn meeting- houses and wooden 
ministers.*' 

In September, 1799, Elder Hinds exchanged with 
Elder Valentine W. Rathburn, of Bellingham. The 
church and society were so pleased with him as a 
man and as a preacher that he was pressingly invited 
to visit them again, which lie did during the winter 
of 1799 and 1800, and in May, 1800, he removed 
with his family to this town. Flis ministrations wore so 
blessed of Qod that soon the church seemed to awake 
from their stupor, and the attention of the people was 
nrousiMl to the subject of religion. Many iii(|uircd 
the way of salvation, and on the 1st day of June ten, 
having obtained hope, were added to the church by 
baptism. The glorious work thus begun continued 
throughout the year, and to some extent throughout 
the next two years. During the years 1800, 1801, 
and 1802 there were forty -two persons added to the 
church by baptism. After this the interest abated. 
"On the first Wednesday of September, 1805, the 
church met to supplicate the throne of grace that a 
bh^ssiiig might be poured out u{m>ii the church and 
people. These meetings were continued at intervals 
for four months, when the Spirit of the Most High 
seemed to rest on the people. Conference meetings 
were held oflen and fully attended, and the Spirit of 
the liord wrought mightily among the people, and in 
the year ISOtJ twenty-seven wero added tx) the church 
by baptism." 

Elder Rathburn continued with the church until 
the spring of 1812, and on the 26th day of March, 
1812, he resigned his office. The reasons ho gave 
fordoing so were: " First. The health of himself and 
family would not admit of his longer residence hero. 
Second. He c«mcluded his work was accomplished 
and felt some one else might do bettor." During his 
pastorate of about twelve years one hundred were 
added to the church. Mr. Rathburn was a man of 
pleasing manners, gonial and social in his habits, and 
could easily accommodate himself to the company of 
the young or old. He was a sound preacher, and 
ardently loved his work. 

For a year and a half after Mr. Rathburn left the 
church de|)onded on transient supplies as they could 



be obtained. Mr. Silas Hall preached occasionally. 
Elder Lovell was, however, the chief supply until the 
autumn of 1814, when Elder Amasa Smith, of Sut- 
ton, was employed for a year, and in April, 1815, was 
received to membership and to the pastorate. He 
remained until Dec. IG, 1816. During the two years 
of his ministry tho church enjoyed one of the most 
extensive revival seasons ever known in this vicinity. 
Elder Smith was a man of ordinary education. As 
a preacher ho was energetic, and had the peculiar 
tidcnt of putting his subject home to the hearts of 
his hearers. Forty were added to the church in 1815 
and 1816. 

"Sept. 16th, 1817, Rev. Flavel Shurtleff was or- 
dained at the Baptist meeting-houso to the work of 
an evangelist," and on the 21st of the same month 
was received as pastor of the church. Mr. Shurtleff 
continued as pastor until June, 1820, — a period of be- 
tween two and three years. His ministry seemed to 
have effected little. There was but one admitted to 
mcmborHhip during his pastorate. Elder Shurtleff 
was a highly -educated man, probably more so than 
any of his predecessors. He seemed to have lacked 
the energy necessary to success. 

The church evidently depended^on supplies for the 
next seven years, among whom were Eldridge, Loring, 
Benson, Jjovell, and others. In 1827, Elder Matthew 
Bollcs commenced his ministry, which continued about 
two years. He was a man of good education, and a 
powerful preacher. The last persons admitted to the 
church were baptized Sept. 6, 1829. 

We will now proceed to the third division of our 
history, — the growth of the church, the causes of its 
decline and subsequent di&solution. The church at 
its formation was evidently as truly apostolic as there 
is any reason to hope for in this ago of the world. 
lt,s members had passiul tho almost fiery ordeal of 
persecution, and had maintained the principles of the 
gospel with firmness and decision. Their " faces were 
set as a flint Zionward." United to the church was 
a large congregation and society, a largo portion of 
which had fled to this fold as a shelter from unjust 
burdens placed on them by existing laws, which wcro 
all in favor of the churches of the standing order. 
Tho society had built a new and comfortable meeting- 
house the year before the formation of the church. 

The first twenty-five years of the church were its 
bright days. Her membership was large and influ- 
ential ; and had she not adopted some of the danger- 
ous usages of tho Pilgrim times, she would no doubt 
have continued to advance in prosperity. One of the 
most effective causes of the decline of the church was 
the adoption and cultivation of a system of espionage 
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among its members. By their covenant they agreed 
to have an oversight and care of each other, and this 
was made a pica for forcing into the churcli all the 
petty jealousies, as well as all the individual and pri- 
vate affairs, of its members. 

As there was a Judas among the Apostles of our 
Saviour, so doubtless was it with the church. De- 
signing men, professing godliness to some extent, came 
into the church to secure that which they could in no 
other way so easily obtain. The eflect of this soon 
appeared in the manifest decline of spirituality in the 
church ; and while true love to the Lord and the 
brethren should characterize the professed disciples of 
the Master, and is the grand element of true Chris- 
tianity, 80 love of self and the world is its opposite. 
The love of self evidently largely increased among its 
members during its latter years, until its spirituality 
was almost lost. In support of this conclusion, it is 
only necessary to refer to the record of the last meet- 
ing of the church, held Sept. 1, 1831, which says, 
" The church met at the request of some of its mem- 
bers, not having had a meeting for some months, nor 
a communion for eighteen months. Rev. David Curtis 
being present, presided, It was proposed, if there was 
union and fellowship enough in the church, to have a 
communion, when it appeared there was not, and the 
meeting adjourned to the 8th instant. At the ad- 
journed meeting a committee was chosen to examine 
into the state of the church, and report at an ad- 
journed meeting to be held Sept. 24th. The com- 
mittee reported the church in a deplorable state, and 
recommended a spiritual and efficient discipline, and 
the difficulties and troubles among it» members bo 
dbposod of according to the rule of the gospel. This 
report was rejected upon the ground that it was not 
possible to carry it into effect, owing to broken, scat- 
tered, and divided state of the church." 

This is the last entry in its record. It needs no 
word or comment. We can contrast in our minds 
this sad end with its bright beginning. It was de- 
clared extinct by an ecclesiastical council Feb. 19, 
1833, after an existence of nearly forty-eight years. 
During these years it had five pastors, and two hun- 
dred and seventeen persons were admitted to its mem- 
bership. It had three deacons, viz. : James Perkins, 
Jr., and James Perkins (third), who were ordained to 
the office at the meeting of the Warren Association, 
which met with this church Sept. 8, 1798 ; the third 
deacon was Nathan Alger. It had two clerks, viz. : 
James Perkins and Albe Howard. 

We now come to our fourth and last division, viz., 
the history of the present church. Although the first 
ohuroh bad, as a body, lost all its life and spirituality. 



yet there were a few of the members ** who had a 
hope through grace of inheriting the promises, and 
were desirous of promoting the cause of (ho Ijonl, 
and of securing to themselves the privileges of the 
people of God. Twelve persons, members of the First 
Church, met Feb. 6, 1833, and agreed to solicit the 
aid, by pastors and delegates, of four Baptist Churches 
to form them into a regular church of Christ." The 
churches responded to their call, and Feb. 10, 1833, 
the c.'Uncil met. It consisted of (he following pas- 
tores and delegates: Rev. Asa Nilcs and Brother 
Avery liOthrop, from the First Church, Middloboro* ; 
Rev. Silos Hall and Brother Robert Cooke, of the 
Abington Church ; Rev. Isaac Smith and Brother 
John May, of the Stoughton Church. The council 
organized by choosing Rev. Silas Hall moderator, and 
Rev. Isaac Smith clerk. The council subsequently 
voted to proceed to the organization of the church. 
Upon the recognition of the church. Rev. Isaac Smith 
preached the sermon, and Rev. Asa Niles gave the 
right hand of fellowship. Six brethren and six sisters 
signed the covenant. 

Thb new church, although strong in faith, was few 
in numbers, and of very small means. Unlike the 
First Church at its formation, it had no large society 
or new meeting-house ; they had no society, und their 
meeting-house, from neglect of its owners, had be- 
come so dilapidated as to be unfit to hold meetings in. 
As an evidence of their feeble condition, reference is 
had to the records. The church was ort^anized Feb. 
19, 1833, and up to April had not obtained a minister 
for even a day. In April, Rev. Caleb Clerk visited 
them, and on the 18th instant the church held its 
first conferenoe. On the 21st two persons were ad- 
mitted by baptism, and Rev. Mr. Clerk brake bread 
to them for the first time. During the year 1833 six 
were added by baptism and three by letter. 

The church was supplied with preaching mostly 
by the students from Newton Theological Institution, 
with an occasional visit from some ordained minister, 
until the summer of 1837. Twelve had been added 
and the church to some degree emerged from her fee- 
ble state, the present meeting house was built, and in 
December, 1837, the first covenant meeting was held 
in this house. 

In July, 1838, Rev. Bartlett Pease preached three 
Sabbaths, and was subsequently received by the church 
as their first pastor. He continued as pastor until 
June, 1811, about three years. July 25, 1841, 
Samuel S. Leighton was engaged as pasttir for one 
year. lie continued until March 13, 1812, about 
eight niontlis. April 30th, Rev. Caleb HenH(m be- 
came pastor, and continued as such until Aug. 11, 
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1844. AHcr Mr. BonBon'R rcsignalion tho ]mlpit 
wnM (Kx^Kioiially 8up]>licMl niilii M;iy, 1815, when 
Pc1<^ S. Wliitinan was engaged for one year, and 
was subsequently called to be ordained as pastor, 
which he declined. Mr. Whitman left in April, 1846. 
Kev. Jeremiah Kelly supplied from November, 1840, 
to May, 1847 ; Ilev. Silas Hall from May to August, 
1847. Rev. A. W. Carr was the principal supply 
from August, 1847, t^) October, 184!), when ho began 
his studies; at Newton. During his st4iy at Newton 
he occasionally preached, and Dec. 15, 1850, was re- 
ceived as pastor. July, 1851, Rev. 0. S. Stockwell 
began his labors, and continued until March, 1853, 
when he was dismissed to tho church in Pawtucket, 
R. I. 

From the spring of 1853 to February, 1859, the 
meeting-house was shut up most of the time, and the 
church in a very low state. In 1842 there were 
fifly-five members, and in February, 1858, it had de- 
creased to twenty-nine members. After nearly seven- 
teen years of decline, — during the last seven of which 
the meeting-house had been closed the most of tho 
time, — in February, 1859, the efficient missionary of 
the Baptist State Convention, Rev. Hervey Fitts, 
Tisited the church, and obtained Rev. Samuel Hill to 
labor with the church for several months. His labors 
were successful in reviving the church, and in the 
ensuing summer Rev. Cephas Pasco became ])nstor. 
Ho continued with the church as pastor unlil his 
death, which occurred June 3, 1871, — a period of 
eleven years and nine months, in which the church 
was greatly strengthened and built up. Each suc- 
ceeding year of his pastorate endeared him to the 
hearts of the church and people, and united him to 
them more closely in bonds of Christian love and 
affection, and added to the respect that all who knew 
him entertained for him. Truly he was a man of 
God, — peaceful, modest, retiring, always ** about the 
Master's business.'' 

After Mr. Pasco's death the pulpit was supplied by 
various candidates until October 22d, when the church 
voted to extend a call to Rev. Joseph Barber, of Bol- 
ton, ho having preached one Sabbath, but not as a 
candidate. Sunday, November 19th, a letter was 
read to the church from Rev. Mr. Barber accepting 
tho call. He commenced his labors as pastor Dec. 1, 
1871, and continued with them until March 1, 1870, 
— a period of four years and three months. 

Rev. H. H. Beaman was called to the pastorate 
June 25(li, and conimenecd his labors Aug. 1, 1870, 
and was dismissed in May, 1881. He was succeeded 
by Rev. J. W. Dick, in August, 1881, aifd continued 
until February, 1882, when he was succeeded by Rev. 
67 



W. S. Walker, on Oct. 1, 1883, who is tho present 
pastor. The following were tho original members of 
the present church : Albe Howard, Louisa Howard, 
Franklin Ames, Mary Ames, Otis Alger, Susan Alger, 
Nahum Williams, Olive Williams, David Howard, 
Philip E. Hill, Abigail S. Howard, Eunice Harvey. 

The New Jerusalem Society.^ — The New Jeru- 
salem Society was organized by the presiding minister 
of tho Massachusetts Association of tho New Jeru- 
salem April 21, 1847, consisting of sixteen or eighteen 
members. 

There had been several persons of that faith in this 
town during several years previous to the institution 
of the society, who held meetings for worship when 
a minister could be obtained ; and they had built a 
house for public worship some time previous to the 
above date. But being a rural town, and tho popula- 
tion was so transitory, they have never been numerous 
enough to support regular preaching ; and the num- 
bers became so small after a few years, reduced by 
deaths and removals, that the meetings were discon- 
tinued, and tho remaining members joined societies in 
adjoining towns. 

Methodist Church, Cochesett. — ^The following is 
a list of pastors of this church : 1841, J. J. P. Colyer ; 
1842, J. J. P. Colyer ; 1843, Samuel Cogshall ; 1844, 
Paul Townsend ; 1845, Paul Townsend ; 1840, Asa 
(J. Swinert^m ; 1847, Asa U. Swinerton ; 1848, Daniel 
Webb ; 1841), Daniel Webb ; 1850, Thomas Hardman; 
1851 , Franklin Gavitt ; 1852, Franklin Gavitt ; 1853, 
flames M. Worccsler; 1854, James M. Worcester; 
1855, Edward B. Hinckley; 1850, Sanford Benton; 
1857,Sanford Benton ; 1858, Sanford Benton; 1859, 
Henry D. Robinson ; 1801, Charles Hammond ; 1802, 
Josiah C. Allen; 1803, Josiah C. Allen; 1804, 
Franklin Sears ; 1805, Franklin Sears; 1800, Walter 
Ela; 1807, Walter Ela; 1808, James H. Mather; 
1809, Philip Crandon ; 1870, Paul Townsend ; 1871, 
Paul Townsend; 1872, Edwin G. Babcock ; 1873, 
Benjamin L. Sayer ; 1874, Benjamin L. Sayer ; 1875, 
E. A. Boyden; 1870, J. W. Sutherland; 1877, 
Archibald McCord ; 1878, George E. Fuller ; 1879, 
Daniel M.Rogers; 1880, Daniel M. Rogers ; 1881, 
Theophilus B. Gurney ; 1882, Theophilus B. Gurney ; 
1883, John A. Rood ; 1884, John A. Rood. 



^ Contributed by tho Hon. James Howard. 
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CHAPTER II. 

TUB OBLRBRATION OF 1856. 

One of the moflt interesting events in the history 
of the Bridgewaters was the celebration, at West 
Bridgewater, Jane 3, 1856, of the two hundredth an- 
niversary of the incorporation of the old town. The 
following is a description of this memorable celebra- 
tion: 

The first meeting of citizens of the four Bridge- 
waters to consider the expediency of celebrating the 
Second Centennial Anniversary of the incorporation 
of the ancient town of Bridgewater was held at the 
town ball in West Bridgewater, Feb. 2, 1856. Hon. 
John A. Shaw, of Bridgewater, was chosen chair- 
man, and Franklin Ames, Esq., of North Bridge- 
water (now Brockton), secretary. 

It was resolved unanimously to hold such a cele- 
bration at West Bridgewater, where the first white 
inhabitants of the old town settled, and a committee 
of forty-eight was chosen, consisting of twelve per- 
sons from each of the Bridgewaters, to make all the 
arrangements therefor, and carry the same into exe- 
cution. Said committee couHiHt'cd of the following 
persons: 

Jonathan Copeland, Albe Howard, Pardon Cope- 
land, Nahum Leonard, Nahum Snell, Thomas Ames, 
James Alger, Henry H. Whitman, Joseph Kingman, 
Austin Packard, Calvin Williams, and Dwelley Fobes, 
of West Bridgewater. 

John A. Shaw, Artemas Flale, Philander Leach, 
Horace Ames, John Edson, Williams Latham, Thomas 
Cushman, David Perkins, Spencer Leonard, Jr., 
Abram Washburn, Mitchell Hooper, and Calvin B. 
Pratt, of Bridgewater. 

Welcome Young, William Allen, Azor Harris, 
James H. Mitchell, Samuel B. Allen, Benjamin W. 
Harris, Asa Mitchell, Aaron Ilobart, Jr., James Bates, 
Nathan Whitman, Seth Bryant, and Hector 0. A. Orr, 
of East Bridgewater. 

Eliab Whitman, Edward Southworth, Jr., Peres 
Marshall, Franklin Ames, Ellis Packard, Martin L. 
Keith, Oeorgo W. Bryant, Henry W. Robinson, 
Henry Howard, Isaac Kingman, Samuel Dunbar, and 
Jonas R. Perkins, of North Bridgewater. 

It was decided by the committee of arrangements 
to have an address, a poem, and a dinner, and Austin 
Packard, Artemas Hale, William Allen, and Edward 
Southworth, Jr., were chosen a committee to procure 
suitable persons to deliver the address and poem, and 
to employ the services of such clergymen as they 
might think proper. 



Joseph Kingman, Calvin Williams, Henry H.Whit- 
man, Mitchell Hooper, Williams Latham, Calvin B. 
Pratt, Benjamin W. Harris, James Bates, James H. 
Mit<ihell, Ellis Packard, Martin L. Keith, and George 
W. Bryant were chosen a committee to fix upon a 
definite plan of procedure, and report at the adjourn- 
ment of the meeting. 

In pursuance of the report of the last-named com- 
mittee, the following ofiiccrs wore chosen : 

President of the <lay, John A. Shaw. 

Vice-Presidents, Nahum Leonard, Jonathan Cope- 
land, Iknjumin B. Howard, William Bayliiuf, Pardon 
Keith, Artemas Hale, Samuel Leonard, Philip E. 
Hill, Holmes Sprague, Solomon Alden, Ezekiel Whit- 
man, Aaron Hobart, Welcome Young, Cushing Mit- 
chell, Azor Harris, Eliab Whitman, Samuel Dunbar, 
Josiah W. Kingman, Edward Southworth, Franklin 
Ames. 

Treasurer, Austin Packard. 

Chief Marshal, Aaron B. Drake. 

Assistant Marshals, Thomas Ames, George L. An- 
drews, James Bates, Francis M. French. 

Toast Master, Benjamin W. Harris. 

Assist-ant Toast-M asters, Joseph Kingman, George 
W. Bryant, Davi«l Perkins. 

Couiniittcu of Finance, hwelley Fobes, llobcrt Pur- 
kins, Nathan Whitman, George W. Bryant. 

Committee on Sentiments, Invitations, and Recep- 
tion of Guests, Austin Packard, Joseph Kingman, 
John A. Shaw, Artemas Hale, William Allen, Asa 
Mitchell, Edward Southworth, Jr., Jonas R. Per- 
kins. 

Committee on Music, Nahum Snell, Solomon Keith, 
Ezra Kingman, Ellis Packard. 

Executive Committee, Thomas Ames, Henry H. 
Whitman, Calvin Williams, George Wilbar, Amasa 
Howard, Williams Latham, Calvin B. Pratt, James 
H. Mitchell, Seth Bryant, Ellis Packard, Martin L. 
Keith. 

Committee to print the Address and Poem, with a 
Report of the Celebration, Austin Packard, Artemas 
Hale, William Allen, Franklin Ames. 

Committee to prepare an Address to those who may 
celebrot^i the Third Centennial Anniversary, Joseph 
Kingman, Dwelley Fobes, John A. Shaw, Thomas 
Cushman, William Allen, Asa Mitchell, Edward 
Southworth, Jr., Paul Couch. 

The chief marshal was authorized to appoint his 
aids and the assistant marshals their aids. 

The executive committee was authorized to act 
upon and decide all matters not specially aKsigiied t4> 
any other committee. 

The several towns appropriated their proportion of 
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one ihouHnnd dollars towards dofrnyiiig the expenses 
of tlic celebration. 

And the committee on printing was directed to in- 
close the various documents relating to the celebra- 
tion in a box, and deposit the same in the town-safe 
at Bridgewater for the use of those who may celebrate 
the Third Centennial Anniversary. 

The ringing of the bells on all the churches in the 
four towns and the discharge of cannon announced 
the dawn of the centennial day. The weather was 
as pleasant as could be desired, and a large number 
of people assembled to join in the festivities of the 
occasion. 

Several places of historical note were appropriately 
designated, among which were the following : 

Centre TVee, — A stone monument now occupies 
the place where the Centre 'JVce formerly stood. Tt 
was long known as the centre of Bridgewater, and was 
established, pursuant to an order of the court at Ply- 
mouth, soon after the incorporation of the town. 

Flat Rock, — Rev. James Keith, the first mininter 
of Bridgewater, is ssiid to have prenehcd his firat 
sermon cm this rock in ICUil. An anecdote is related 
of him, the narration of which may help explain the 
meaning of a placard on the route of the procession. 
It appears that Minister Keith had a daughter, Mary, 
who gave her heart to Kphraim, son of John Howard, 
the first 8<*ttler of that name. Mury^H father did not 
Ap|»rove of the match ; notwithstanding which, the lov- 
ers were united. The displeased clergyman preached 
a sermon, appropriate to the occaMion and to his feel- 
ings, from the following text : " Ephraim is joined to 
idols : let him alone." (Hos. iv. 17.) As time rolled 
on, Parson Keith became reconciled to his son-in-law, 
and learned to love and respect him. The parson 
then preached another sermon, and took for his text, 
" Is Ephraim my dear son ? is he a pleasant child ? 
for since I spake against him, I do earnestly remem- 
ber him still ; therefore my bowels are troubled for 
him ; I will surely have mercy upon liim, saith the 
Lord." (Jer. xxxi. 20.) 

"Indians Iiere Impounded^ — According to Mit- 
chell's " History of Bridgewater," a number of Indian 
prisoners were conveyed into the town pound on the 
night of Aug. 3, 1676, and an Indian guard set over 
them. *' They were treated with victuals and drink, 
and had a merry night, and the prisoners laughed as 
loud as the soldiers, not having been so well treated 
before for a long time." 

The Qreen, selected as the place of general rendez- 
vous, was admirably adapted to the purpose. It can 
Im entered by five different roads, allowing a separate 
entrance for the procession from each of the four 



Bridgewaters, besides a common passage out when 
united in one column. Over each street through 
which the processions entered Was suspended one of 
the following inscriptions : 

"WB«T PRBCIHCT.** * 
"gOUTB PRKCIHCT, 1716." 

"bast prrcinct, 1723.'* 
"ifORTn PRBCiifcr, 1738.** 

Over the street through which the general proces- 
sion passed from the Oreen was erected a triumphal 
arch, surmounted by the American eagle and flags, 
with the inscription, — 

" Driikjrwatkr, Junk 8, 1666." 

In the centre of the Green a flagstaff was erected, 
and a structure for the exhibition of antiquities. 
This is the place where stood the old meeting-house, 
built in 1731, ami which for many years served the 
double purpose of a church and town-house. 
. The inhabitants of each town assembled at an early 
hour at a short distance from the Green, and formed 
a procession in such order as their respective marshals 
directed. 

The general procession, which was one of the great 
features of the day, was formed on the Green at ton 
o'clock in the morning, and marched under the arch, 
under the direction of the chief marshal, escorted by 
the North Bridgewater Light Dragoons, Capt. II. A. 
llayniond, and Gilmore's Salem Brass Band, oocu* 
pying about forty minutes in passing a given point, 
in the following order : 

Aid. Chief Marshal. Aid. 

President and Orator of the Daj. 

Poot and Cbaplaios. 

Invited Gaests. 

Clergymen of the Four Bridgewaters. 

Cotnniittoo of Arrangomonts. 

Vice-Presidents of the Day. 

Aid. Assistant Marshal. Aid. 

The West Bridgewater Prooession, 

preceded by Flagg's Cornet Band. 

Consisted of a large number of Citixens, with Banners, and the 

pupils of (he Public Schools, with their Teachers. 



Aid. 



Aid. 



Assistant Marshal. 
The Bridgewater Prooeesion, 
preceded by the Boston Brass Band, 
Had two beautifully printed banners, one representing Bridge- 
water in 1656, the other in 1856. Aeoompanying the same 
procession was a large carriage, oontatning a representa- 
tion of a school in Old Times, with the Teaoher and her 
pupils in the dress of those days. A gentleman rode on 
horseback, with a lady sitting on a pillion behind him. 
Then came a carriage laden with old and modem Iraple- 

1 The West Precinct, or i*arish, was never incorporated by 
any act of the Logislaturc, but suocoodod the old town in the 
transaction uf parochial airairs. The flgures show when tlio 
other parishes were incorporated. 
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menta of Agrioultaro, followed bj old ohaiMf and other 
veliioleiy filled with people dreifed in the eoatumoof former 
yearf. 

Aid. Aesistant Marshal. Aid. 

The Kuflt lirldgowatcr l*roooMioii, 
preoeded by the Doetou Drigode Uand, 
Compriied a Cavaloade of Cltiiens; a Corps of the Veterans of 
18l2y oommanded by Capt. BIy Blanohard; a representa- 
tion of the purohafe of Bridgewater, in 1649, by Miles 
Standish, Samuel Nash, and Constant South worth, — in be- 
half of the townsmen of Dux bury, and in the garb of our 
Puritan ancestors,— of Massasoit (or '* Ousamequin," as he 
was then oallotl), in the perfect costume of his tribe, from 
the feathery ornaments of the bond to the decors tod moo- 
casinn of the foot, with one hand resting upon a gun, and 
holding in the other the deed or written instrument of bar- 
gain and sale. The scholars of the District Schools rude 
in carriages, covered with green boughs, bearing a ban- 
ner inscribed with "We Revere our Forefathers." An- 
other banner bore the date of " 1723," — the time when the 
East Parish was incorporated. 

Aid. Assistant Marshal. Aid. 

The North Bridgewater Procession, 
preoeded by the brass band of that town. 
Comprised a corps of soldiers dressed in the military costume 
of the Continentals, commanded by Capt. John Battles; 
the Campello Rangers, Capt. Ziba Keith; the Protector 
Kngino C(>m|»any, Capt. C. L. Ilikittliaway, with their en- 
gine beautifully decorated, and drawn by four horses; after 
which came the Enterprise Engine Company In uniform, 
and a largo numbor of citisens. 

At twelve o* clock the general procession entered 
the pavilion. The exercises commenced by an invo- 
cation by Rev. Jonas Perkins, of Braintreo, which was 
followed by a hymn written by William Cullen Bry- 
ant, to the tune of " Autd Lang Syne." 

The address was delivered by Hon. Emory Wash- 
barne. A poem was read by James Reed, and remarks 
were made by various persons, including Hon. John 
A. Shnw, who delivered the address of welcome, Hon. 
Ezekicl Whitman, Hon. Lemuel Shaw, Rev. Ralph 
Sawyer, Hon. William Baylies, Dr. Kbenezer Aldcn, 
Hon. Aaron Hobart, Hon. Seth Sprague, and Hon. 
James M. Keith. A hymn was also written by Rev. 
Daniel Huntington, of New London, Conn., and 
several songs by Mr. D. W. 0. Packard. 



CHAPTER IIL 

GRAVEYARDS— EPITAPHS.* 

Old Oraveyard in West Bridgewater.— The Old 
Qraveyard in West Bridgewater, on the east side of 
Taunton road, leading from Mill River to Mile Brook 

^ Condensed from tbe late Williams Latham's exoollcnt work 
•ntiUed, «<BpiUpbs in Old Bridgewater, Mass." 



bridge, now called South Street, was originally one 
acre of land ; and about forty years ago was enlarged 
by an addition of land on the north and oast sides, to 
its present form and quantity, to wit : nearly a tri- 
angle, and containing one acre, one quarter and eleven 
rods of land, then making a carriage-way on the 
northerly and easterly side, and then inclosing the 
whole ground with a stone wall, making the con- 
formation of the graveyard as it is seen at the present 
day. 

Some ten years ago the ground had become grown 
over to bushes, trees, wild grass, and weeds, the stones 
covered with moss, and out of position. A subscrip- 
tion was raised, the ground was dug over, graded and 
smoothed, the headstones cleaned and righted, the 
footstones removed to the backside of the headstones, 
and otherwise disposed of, so that the ground is now 
in comfortable condition for mowing, and for being 
kept in good order in the future. 

There is but one reference to this ground as a grave- 
yard in the old records, and that is its grant by the pro- 
prietors of Bridgewater for a burial-place, and is found 
in the first volume of said ** IVoprid^irH* RiHumls," 
at the top of page 153, in the handwriting of Samuel 
Allen, who was the sccoihI town and proprietors* clerk, 
from 1G83 to 1702, and is in these words, under the 
head of " Edward Fobes :" 

'' more, one aker and tialf and one aker for a burying plaoe, 
liing at the lied of this aker and half liing at the lied of his tow 
house lot that hee bought of John Carj, bounded at the hod by 
tow red ok or black oke saplings." 

There is no date to this grant or record. It was 
without doubt after 1683, as Mr. Allen was not clerk 
till December, 1683. The record on the preceding 
page, 152, under the head of ** The lands of Edward 
Fobes in the Township of Bridgewater, both uplands 
and meadow," is in the handwriting of John Cary, the 
first town and proprietors' clerk, from the first settle- 
ment of the town, in 1651 , to the day of his death, Oct. 
31 , 1 681. Deacon Edward Fobes, son of John Fobes, 
an original proprietor, then lived where Dwelly Fobes 
now lives, and owned two house- or garden-lots, twenty- 
four by eighty, twelve acres, bounded west by Samuel 
Edson, and east by road to Taunton, being the present 
road by his house and the burying- place, and the two 
house-lot8, twenty-four by eighty, referred to in this 
record as bought of John Cary, mean the two house- 
lots opposite the dwelling-house of said Edward Fobes, 
now Dwelly Fobes, bounded east by John Ames, and 
west by the road aforesaid, which two house-lots last 
named were owned, occupied, and lived upon by John 
Cary, Jr., son of the old and first town clerk, who 
moved to Bristol, then a part of the old colony of 
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JMyinoiitli, and now in lilindc Inland, and snid Cary, 
Jr., of Briatui, sold and conveyed said two liousc-lots 
to said Edward Fobes by deed dated July 7, 1683, 
recorded in ** Plymouth Registry," book 20, page 123. 
The acre and half mentioned in said record lay at the 
head of these two bouse-lotfi, and the one acre referred 
to for a burying-place, lay at the head of the one aero 
and half, and is the present burying-groaod, except 
the additions made some forty years ago, as above 
stated. This ground was probably not used at all for 
a burying-place till aller its grant for that purpose, and 
the grant was not made till afler July 7, 1683, and 
may not have been for some years afler that. 

The epitaphs fail to show that this ground was used 
much, if any, for the burial of persons living and 
dying in other parts of the town, afterwards known as 
South, East, and North Precincts. According to 
gravestone account, Deacon Samuel Edson died 1692, 
his wife 1699. Rev. James Keith*s first wife 1705, 
he 1719, all buried in this yard, near each other. The 
next five persons having gravestones and buried here 
arc a child of J)r. Perkins, 1720 ; a child of George 
Williams, 1721 ; Hannah, wife of Comfort Willis, 
1723, aged sixty-four ;. Martha Fobes, 1725, aged six ; 
and Joseph Keith, 1730, aged fifly-five, said Joseph 
Keith being the only one of the nine children of Rev. 
James Keith the exact date of whose birth is known. 
He was no doubt born Feb. 14, 1675, as stated on his 
gravestone, and died Sept. 27, 1730. 

A memoir of Royal Keith, with annals of the Keith 
family of Scotland, a pamphlet of twenty-four piigcs, 
was published at Boston, 1873, by C. E. Keith & Co., 
in which memoir on the seventh page is given an ac- 
count of the birth of the children of the Rev. James 
Keith, putting down the exact date of the birth of 
each of his nine children, naming them in the order 
in which they are named in Mitcheirs " History of 
Bridgewater,'* as follows: 

"James Keith, born Dec. 5, 1669; Joseph Keith, 
born Nov. 8, 1671 ; Samuel Keith, born Dec. 20, 
1673; Timothy Keith, born April 3, 1675; John 
Krith, born Oct. 4, 1676 ; Josiali Keith, born Dec. 
25, 1678 ; Margaret Keith, bom Nov. 2, 1682 ; Mary 
Keith, born April 3, 1684; Susanna Keith, born 
March 10, 1687." 

This account of the dates of the births of these 
children is believed to be wholly incorrect, without 
authority, and was altogether conjectural. Two of 
the three daughters, and four of the six sons of Min- 
istcT Keith, lived and died in Bridgewatcr. These 
four stms have gravestones, giving the date of their 
deaths and ages, and one of them, said Joseph Keith, 
giving the exact date of his birth, as well as his death. 



as beforo st4ited. The other three sons have grave- 
stones reading as follows : 

SamueP **died Feb. 3, 1759, in the eighty-second 
year of his age." He was buried in Scotland, part 
of the South Precinct of old Bridgewater. 

Timothy* "died Nov. 8, 1767, aged eighty-four." 
Buried in Campello, part of North Precinct, now 
Brockton. 

John' "died June 11, 1761, in the seventy-thjrd 
year of his age." Buried in the Old Yard, South 
Precinct, now Bridgewater. 

There is no record of the birth or death of the other 
five children of Rev. James Keith, who have no grave- 
stones. Two of his daughters lived and died in 
Bridgewater, now West Bridgewater. James died in 
Mendon, Josiah died in Easton, and Margaret prob- 
ably died in llchoboth. Their births and deaths are 
unknown except as before erroneously stated in that 
memoir, which is incorrect and unreliable, if grave- 
stones tell the truth. 

There were but one monument in this ground be- 
fore 1700, six before 1730, thirty-seven before 1750, 
one hundred and seventy-four before 1800, and three 
hundred and four all told, down to the present time. 

This old yard has not been much used for a burial- 
place for the last thirty years or more, and only two 
interments have been made for the last ten years. 
There is now in this yard one tomb on the north side 
of the ground called the Baxter tomb, and now owned 
by Withington Caldwell ; and there are three tombs 
near the middle of the yard, belonging, one to the 
heirs of Benjan)in B. Howard, deceased ; one to the 
heirs of Judge Daniel Howard, deceased ; and one to 
the heirs of Charles Howard and Wm. Ames, de- 
ceased ; all built about 1824. None of these tombs 
hav(i any occupants. 

Where were the dead buried for upward of thirty 
years previous to the use of this graveyard, which 
was not used till after 1683 ? 

The first notice of any other burying- place is to be 
found in the " Proprietors' Records," vol. i., at the bot- 
tom of page 248, in the handwriting of Samuel Allen, 
proprietors^ clerk, made in the year 1689, under the 
head of " The lands of John Field both upland and 
meadow land hear in the Towne of Bridgewater." It 
is as follows : 

" more on acre nnd halfe jojing to ike westerlj side of his 
land liing on the north side of Meeting House, ranging all along 
the side of his land, being fouro pole wide in breadth bounded 
in tho corner next the Mooting House and Thomas Snoll's land 
bjr a stone pitched into tho ground and so running all tho length 
of his Innd to tho highway as it goes to Sandy Hill with allowance 
for higliway on lino bcsido said four |>olo nnd tho bury- f -^g^ | 
ing place for those naibort y' have made ohoiae of it." I i 
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The next reference to any burying-plaoe found in 
the old records, is in the first volume of the '* West 
Precinct Record/* at the bottom of page 5, in the hand- 
wriring of Nathaniel Brett, precinct clerk, and is as 
follows : 

** At a uiMting of Ibo Woii Preoinoi Id Hridgewator, Novem- 
ber 26, 1720, the Preeinot pott a oloar vote for building a new 
Meeting Hoote at the burying place to y* northward of the cen- 
ter of travel." 

I have no doubt the burjing-place referred to in 
these two records of 1689 and 1729 are one and the 
same place, and is where the Rev. Richard Stone in 
1835, and Mr. Edward Capen in 1845, dug the cel- 
lars for their houses, and laud between and adjacent 
thereto. When the cellars were dug several graves, 
human bones, and remains of coihns were found in 
each of these cellars, which are about eight rods apart, 
and there is a truditioii in the neighborhood that a 
certain negro was buried under an apple-tree then 
and there near by standing, showing the burying- 
plaoe to have occupied forty or fifty square rods of 
ground. 

The meeting-house referred to in tlie first record 
was the second meeting-house built in Bridgewater, 
1674, enlarged 1694, and taken down 1731, and was 
then (1689) standing where the Three Docker was 
built, 1731, and taken down 1823, and where the 
Soldiers* Monument now stands, built in 1879. John 
Field then lived where Jonathan Howard now lives, 
and Sneirs land was where the old Byram tavern 
house now stands. 

The burying-place, referred to in the second record 
above, was no doubt the ground on the east side of 
the Boston road from the meotiog-house to Suudy 
Hill, opposite to the dwelling-house of the late Gama- 
liel Howard. The centre of the travel means the 
centre of the travel of all the ratable inhabitants of 
West Precinct, for the purpose of locating the new 
meeting-house which they were desirous to build, and 
which was built in 1731. 

The Precinct in 1728 voted to build a new meeting- 
house in the centre of travel of all ratable inhabi- 
tants of West Precinct, and chose a committee to 
measure and find out the centre. No report is to be 
found and it does not appear where that centre was ; 
then comes the vote of Nov. 26, 1729, above cite<l. 
Next comes the vote of Deo. 24, 1721), to set it at the 
west end or near the old house, giving the names of 
forty-eight persons voting fur it, and finally, ador 
many parish meetings, and an appeal to the Legisla- 
ture, it was voted, June 8, 1731, to set the meeting- 
house at the west end of the old house, according to 
the order and recommendation of the Great and Gen- 



eral Court, and to pull down the old house to make 
room for the new one. 

No other graveyard north of this place is known 
to have existed at this time, 1089 to 1729, and I 
should judge the centre of the travel to be south of 
these promises. There were but few settlements at 
thb time (1729) in the north part of the town. 

A few graves have been found in the field and 
ground south of Francis E. Howard's house, on the 
west side of the Boston road from Benjamin Howanl's 
house to tho house of said Francis, and there wore, 
within the memory of man, graves with natural stones, 
without inscription, within the limits of the highway, 
but west of the line of travel, at this place, and there 
is a tradition in the neighborhood of some burials 
here ; but nothing definite or certain is known of its 
being a burying-place of much extent, tlumgli it ap- 
pears to have been, probably, the first burying-place 
in Bridgewater, and that opposite the house of Gama- 
liel Howard the second, and that on the east side of 
Taunton road to be the third ; this first yard, prob- 
ably not much used after the third yard was estab- 
lished, in 1683 or later. This first yard is situated 
about half-way between the house of Rev. James 
Keith, built 1661, enlarged 1677, and now owned 
and occupied by George M. Prutt, and the supposed 
site of the first meeting-house, built in 1661, taken 
down 1 674, and which probably stood on the west side 
of the old Boston road south of Francis E. Howard's 
house, or on the north side of the old road leading 
from the Green, or soldier's monument, westerly, and 
north of the houses of Francis Perkins and Jonathan 
Howard, and by the house of Samuel Packard, now 
gone, to the Boston road north of the old Howard 
tavern house, now gone. This old road, probably 
the first made upon the bank of the river, was straight 
from point to point, and was allowed to be " stopped 
up by John Howard and John Field, 1710, and turned 
down the lane" on the bank of the river as now used 
for a highway in front of Jonathan Howard's house ; 
but the first meeting-house most likely stood near the 
first burying-ground. 

It was a practice in old times to have the meeting- 
house, the graveyard, and the minister's house close 
together, especially the two first ; and if the ground 
south of Fninuis 10. Howard's was a burial-placu dur- 
ing the first thirty or more years of this sett lenient, 
it would be near the meeting-house and miiibter's 
house, whether we assume the first uieeting-house to 
have been located east of the Boston road, near the 
Samuel Packard house as heretofore suggested, or we 
assume that it 6to<Kl on tho west side of (hat road 
south of F. E. Howard's house. 
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Wc fnl) to find ^ravcstoiios prior to 170(1, witli ono 
cxtv|>t ion, mill vt^ry few prior to 1740, and wo nro un- 
able to find other record- evidence that either of these 
two places were used for burial ; although it is highly 
probable that thcj were both burial-places during the 
first thirty years, and occasionally used for souse tini<) 
afterwards. 

The Boston, Plymouth and Taunton road, through 
West Bridgewater, laid out by a jury of twelve men in 
16G8, has always been understood to be the road lead- 
ing from Mile Brook Kidge, by the old burying- 
gronnd, Dwelly Fobes' house, over Town River, by 
the houses of Benjamin and Francis E. Howard, by 
the present meeting-house, and by the house of the 
late Qamaliel Howard, to Sandy Hill, north of the late 
Jonathan Copeland's house. 

Each of these roads starts from the meeting-house. 
The Plymouth and Boston is one road, from the meet- 
ing-house to Sandy Hill ; and the Taunton road runs 
from the meeting-house to John Howard's, and thence 
over the river to Mile Brook bridge (meaning the old 
tavern-house of the first John Howard). This meet- 
ing-house, being the first meeting-house in old Bridge- 
water, stood on the Boston and Taunton road, through 
Bridgewater, and probably on the west side of it, be- 
tween the houses of said Benjamin and Francis E. 
Howard. 

Graveyards grow, decay, disappear, and are soon 
forgotten. Gravestones were expensive and diifieult 
to be obtained. Native flat stones, set in the ground 
edgewise, at the head and foot of graves, were suffi- 
cient to identify the resting-places of friends for the 
time being, and graves during the memory of man 
were recognised ; but afler the lapse of a few genera- 
tions, and long ago becoming unknown, have been 
demolished, stones removed, and ground leveled and 
smoothed. There are but few gravestones with in- 
scriptions thereon during the first one hundred years 
afler the settlement of Bridgewater. The earliest 
stones were generally for young children, and there 
is much doubt and uncertainty what yard, or in what 
part of the yard, the first settlers were buried, or 
when burial-places were first established, who gave 
the land, or how right of burial was ac<|uircd. 

EPITAPHS IN THE OLD GRAVEYARD. 

1. Daniel Howard, Esq., born April 24, 1749, died 
Aug. 23, 1833. 

Abigail, wife of Daniel Howard, Esq., born Oct. 
16. 1764, died July 6, 1818. 

2. Freelove, wife of Josiali WilliH, formerly wife 
of Wm. Folies, died April 27, 1864, re 78. 

3. Mr. William Fobes, died 30"* April, 1812, in his 
46 year. 



4. In memory of Mrs. Alice Witherell, who died 
Feb. 16, 1804, in her (JP' ywir. Mr. Obediah With- 
erell, her husband, died in the West Indies, Aug. 30, 
1776, re 27. 

6. Here lies hurried Charlotte, daughter of Capt. 
Abicl Ames, and Mrs. Olive, his wife, who died Feb. 
1, 1797, in her 4* year. 

6. Charles, Son of Mr. George Williams, Jr. He 
died Dec. 8, 1806, in his 12"' mo. 

7. George Williams, Jr., died Aug. 21, 1809, in his 
36"* year. 

Tenre Homt, and cares 

not where the good man licfl, 

Tin all who know him follow 

to the ekiee ; • 

Teari, therefore, fall 

Whore George's ashes sleep ; 

lllni wife, frienils, parent, children weep, 

And JiiHtly few will over him transend. 

As hnsband, Parent, 

Child and Friend. 

8. Mrs. Eunice Williams, Relict of Mr. George 
Williams, Jr., in the 36"" year of her age. 

Think, 1 ye parents, think how grrai 
How fiiTorod with your clilhlrrn in your view, 
Whilst yon otijoy your honllh, your wealth nnd State, 
Prepare to follow mo; teach them to follow yon. 

9. Sybel Porter, born Jan. 14, 1789, died Sept. 8, 
1796, aged 6 years and 7 mos. Lucy and Lois, bom 
Feb. 26, 1791. Lucy died Feb. 10, 1792. Lois died 
1838. Drs. of Daniel and Abigail Howard. 

10. Abigail, born Dec. 7, 1779, died Feb. 27, 1861. 
Susanna, born May 22, 1781, died Mar. 17, 1814. 
Mary, born Dec. 19, 1784, died Apr. 24, 1860. Drs. 
of Daniel and Abigail Howard. 

11. Apollos Howard, born Oct. 27, 1806, died Aug. 
19, 1858. 

12. Sybil Porter Howard, Daughter of Daniel 
Howard, Esq., and Abigail, his wife, is here intered, 
in her 7^ year of her age. The fatal accident which 
instantly closed her sum of life happened Sept. 8, 
1796. (Same as No. 9. Killed by water-wheel in oil 
mill of her father.) 

13. Lucy, the Daughter of Daniel Howard, Esq., 
and Abigail, his wife, here lies intered. She died Feb. 
10, 1792, aged 11 mos., 14 days. (Same as No. 9. 
Killed by a fork thrown at her head by a playmate.) 

Various are the Shafts of death. 

14. Erected in Memory of Miss Bathsheba, a 
Daughter of Capt. Salmon and Mrs. Amelia Howard, 
who died Nov. 27, 1837, aged 27 years. 

II or mind was tranquil and serene ; 
No terrors in her looks were seen ; 
Her Savlor^s smile dispelled the gloom. 
And smoothed her passage to the tomb. 

16. To the Memory of Mrs. Susanna Fobes, Eldest 
Daughter of Col. I'xlward Howard, and wife of Mr. 
Jesse Fobes, this stone is erected. In 1774 she was 
inarri(Hl to Oakes Angier, ICsq., Barrister-at-Law. 
Afler his death, in 1786, she remained a widow until 
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1792, and died April 28, 1798. This Jesse Fobes, by 
a second wife, the daughter of Rev. Elijah pAckurd, 
was the futlier of Judge Cluirles E. Fobes, lato of 
Northampton. 

16. Oakes Angier, Esq., Barrister-at-I^w, departed 
this life Sept. 1**, A. D. 1786, in the 41** year of his 
age, and here lies interred with mind vigorous and 
penetrating, assiduous and indefatigable in business. 
He soon arrived at eminence in his profession. Seven- 
teen years practice at the bar with fidelity, integrity, 
and ability established his reputation, and improved 
his fortune, but too fatally injured his constitution in 
the meridian of life, by a lingering and incurable 
malady. TheQreat Teacher put a period to his days, 
thereby affording an affecting evidence of the futility 
of the fondest dreams of terrestrial felicity. 

17. Mrs. Mary Fobes, wife of Mr. Timothy Fobes, 
died Nov. 14, 1814, as 71. 

Why do we monrn departing fHeode, 
Or iliake at Dwitb*i Alarui? 
*Tla but the voice that Jeetu aenda, 
To eaU blm to bla armi. 

18. In memory of Mr. Timothy Fobes, who, afler 
enduring painful and lingering malady, departed this 
life Oct. 20, A. D. 1805, in the 64^ year of his age. 

The falhor\i voice la heani no more 

Tlioagli H|iared to Uielr threo*euoro yearn and four. 

Ijet alee|>liig d nut In accouta cry, 

Y* olilldreu JMwr i>ro|iaro to illo. 

19. In memory of Mrs. Molly, wife of Mr. Noah 
Edson. She died Jan. 7, 1812, in her 45^ year. 

20. Jonathan H. Crane, died Aug., 1831, aged 17 
years. 

21. Martha, widow of Jonathan Howard, born 
June, 1758, died June 16, 1887. 

22. Erected in memory of Mr. Jonathan Howard, 
2^, who died Oct. 18, 1805, in the 57^ year of his age. 

23. Erected to the memory of Mr. Azel Howard, 
who died Nov. 1, 1813, aged 22 years. 

24. Erected to the memory of Mrs. Lucy Church, 
wife of Mr. Nathan Church, who died Sept 29, 1818, 
aged 27 years. 

25. Qamaliel Howard, born July 17, 1751, died 
July 18, 1831, aged 80 years. Olive, his wife, born 
May 4, 1765, died Feb. 13, 1831, aged 75 years. 

26. In memory of Susanna, wife of Christopher 
Flinn, who died Feb. 5, 1820, aged 56. 

27. In memory of Mr. Terah Whitman, died Nov. 
24, 1805, in the 90^ year of his age. 

28. In memory of Mrs. Anna Whitman, wife of 
Mr. Terah Whitman, who died April 3, 1799, aged 84 
years. 

29. In memory of Sylvanus Howard, who died 
April 9, 1850, te 56. 

30. The grave of Mehetabel Hayward, who died 
May 27, 1846, aged 56 years. 

2(1. The grave of Ruby Hayward, who died June 
27, 1846, aged 52 years. 
82. In memory of Mr. Daniel Hayward, who died 



Jan. 8, 1842, in the 90^ year of his age. (Son of 
Benjamin.) 

33. In memory of Mrs. Ikthiah, wi fo of M r. Daniel 
Hayward, who died Aug. 1, 1846, in the 92^ year of 
her age. 

34. Joanna Edson died Jan. 27, 1846, a: 78 years. 

35. Joanna Howard died Feb. 25, 1863, aged 79 
years, 7 mos. and 14 days. 

36. In memory of Hannah Colwell, wife of John 
Colwell, who died April 2, 1815, m 25. 

37. In memory of Vesta, daughter of Thomas 
Hayward and Mrs. Hannah, his wife, who died Aug. 
10, 1787, aged 2 mo. 4 days. 

38. In memory of Mr. Thomas Hayward, who died 
April 11, 1790, aged 82 years. (Lived at the Centre.) 

39. Hannah H. wife of Mr. Asa Whitman, died 
April 2, 1812, id 29. 

40. In memory of Mr. George Howard, Jr., who 
died Sept. 22, 1812, in the 60^ year of his age. 

41. Parnell, wife of Mr. George Howard, Jr., died 
June 30, 1819, m 60. 

42. In memory of Mr. Seth Lathrop who died 
March 2, 1804, in his 83'* year. 

43. In memory of Mr. Josiah Lathrop, who died 
May 15, 1808, in his 83^ year. 

44. Sarah I^othrop, wife of Josiah I^othrop, died 
Aug. 28, 1815, w 86. 

45. JoHcpli, son of Mr. Jonathan Kingman and 
Mary his wife, was born July 25, 1748, and died 
March 15, 1751. 

46. In memory of Bethiah, Daughter of Mr. Jona- 
than Kingman and Mary his wife, who died Oct 13, 
1769, in y* 27"* year of her age. 

47. Joseph Kingman, the Son of Mr. Jonathan 
Kingman and Mary his wife, was born July 13, 1745, 
died May 9, 1747. 

48. In memory of Mr. Ifcnry Kingnuin, who de- 
ceased Oct. the 21, 1738, in the 71*^ year of his age. 
Memento mori. 

49. Here lie Burried, Mrs. Bethiah Kingman, y* 
wife of Mr. Henry Kingman, who died Apr. 30, 1755, 
in y* 84*** year of her age. 

50. In memory of Mrs. Jonathan Kingman. She 
died March 28, 1781, in the 68"' year of her age. 

51. In memory of Mrs. Jonathan Kingman, who 
died April 6, 1792, in y* 84"* year of her age. 

Bleved are the Dead which die in the Lonl, 

For they reat froiu their Labor and their worka do follow tliem. 

52. Here lie 8 children of Mr. Josiah Ij<»throp and 
Susanna his wife. They died in infancy. (Moved to 
Canada East, town of Eaton, 1817. Six of his four- 
teen children lived to grow up.) 

53. Sacred to the memory of Bathsheba, widow of 
Simeon Howard, who died April 17, 1862, ss 89 years, 
8 mo. and 20 days. 

54. Sacred to the memory of Simeon Howard, who 
died Nov. 14, 1856, te 86 years, 8 mo. 26 days. 

55. In memory of Mrs. Hannah, wife of Mr. Sim- 
eon Howard, who died July 12, 1805, in her 37 year. 
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r>(>. Ill niciiiory of Onpt. AiiinHa llownrd, who 
died July 30, 1707, in tlic42*' yosir of his ngo. 

Daily onr niortitl life decays, * 
But Christ our life sbaJl ooma, 
Ilin nnrealstfd povrn tlmll raise 
Onr Imdiea from the tomb. 

57. In memory of Sopliiu, Daughter of Cnpt. 
AmnHii Howard and Mully his wife, wlio died Sept. 
y* 18, 1701, «; 1 year, 7 mo. 

Fatnl flinenim nil hnmnn skill iloflos, 

The tender, fair, once blooming, fades and diss. 

58. Erected in memory of Mrs. Molly, wife of Mr. 
David Howard, who died June 8, 1701, in y* 31 year 
of her age. 

50. Erected in the memory of Sally Ames, Daugh- 
ter of Mr. David Howard and Mrs. Molly his wife, 
who dietl July y*» 20, 1701, aged 10 w. 3 day. 

60. In memory of Miss Elizabeth Howard, She 
died Dec. 23, 1812, in her 57'* year. 

61. In memory of Capt Jonathan Moward, died 
May 18, 1800, aged 80 years. 

My children this place draw near, 
A faUier's f rave t«> see ; 
Not long ago I was with you, 
And soon youMI be with me. 

62. In memory of Mrs. Plicbc, wife of Capt. Jona- 
than Howard, who died May 27, 1802, her age 65. 

How loved, how vnlnoil ouceavnil me not; 
To whom related, or by whom begtit ; 
A hesp of dust alone remains of me, 
*Tis all thou art, and all the proud shall Ite. 

MoNtlMKNTAIi. 

63. Kant side— llaiiiiah Kt»c<l, diod IM>. 20, 1786, 
agctl 2 inoM. Sally Uccd, dit^d Af)rll 27, 1707, :igcd 4 
years. Solomon Reed died Aug. 6, 1820, aged 32 
years. 

North side-^John Reed, D.D,^ born Nov. 11, 
1751, died Feb. 17, 1831 in the fifty-first year of his 
ministry. Hannah, his wife, died Nov. — , 1815, aged 
60 ymrs. 

South side— -Mrs. Phcbe Reed, born Nov. 8, 1760, 
died July 5, 1855. 

64. Sacred to the memory of Capt. Salmon How- 
ard, who died June 30, 1840, in his 72* year. 

66. Amelia Sncll, wife of Capt. Salmon Howard, 
died Jan. 10, 1863, aged 82 years and 5 mos. Affec- 
tionate rerTieinbrancc )>rompts this last tribute of 
rcMpect of a widowed wife, an orphan child, in com- 
memoration of the virtue of a beloved hunbaiid, and 
a revered father. 

66. David Snow, died Aug. 26, 1858, 05 73 years. 

67. Sacred to the memory of Mr. John Snow, who 
died Oct. 12, 1831, in the 70"^ year of his age. 

Remember my distressing hour, 
Whnl nniRli nnltnncnl my imin, 
l*nN*m!(linnli<Hi, (Christ our frlnud. 
All olhrr things are vain. 

68. In memory of Mr. Charles Snow, who died 
Sept. 21, 1823, aged 32 years. 



60. In memory of Mrs. Hannah, widow of Mr. 
Charles Snow, who died Oct 7, 1841, aged 44 years. 

70. Mr. John Snow, Jr., died Aug. 10, 1828, » 41. 
Qeorge Snow, his son, died Dec. 18, 1826, ss 4 years. 

71. In memory of Mr. Isaac Lathrop, who died 
Nov. y« 26, 1774, in the 60"* year of his age. 

72. In memory of Mrs. Patience, wife of Mr. Isaac 
Lathrop, who died Aug. y* 16**, 1770, in her 63* year. 

73. Here lies buried Mehitable Howard, Daughter 

of Howard and Mary, his wife, who died Jan. 

1**, 1770, aged 1 year, 8 mos. 5 days. 

74. Samuel Trask, son to Mr. John Trask, who 
died Sept. y* 25*^, 1737, in the 5"' year of his age. 

75. In memory of William, son of Mr. Samuel 
Dunbar and Mary, his wife, who died Nov. 13, 1774, 
aged 20 years and 6 mo. 

76. In memory of Mr. Samuel Dunbar, who died 
April y** 17, 1786, in y* 82* year of his age. 

77. In memory of Mrs. Mary, relict of Mr. Samuel 
Dunbar, who died Feb. 3, 1703, aged 75, after sus- 
taining tedious cancerous disorder with patience. 

Blessed are the dead who die In the Lord ; they cease from their labor. 

78. In memory of Mrs. Hannah, wife of Mr. Jo- 
seph Foard. Relict deceased Feb. y* 15, 1782, in the 
72 year of her age. 

70. Hannah K., widow of Capt. Nahum Leonard, 
died Nov. 4, 1880, o) 84 years, 10 mo., 5 days. 

80. Capt. Nahum Leonard, died Feb. 21, 1870, 8B 
01 years, 3 mo. 20 days. 

81. Mra. Rhoda, wife of Capt Nahum Leonard, 
died July 20, 1821, m 30. (Poetry same as in No. 14.) 

82. Simeon, son of Nalnim and Hannah Leonard, 
dic<l April 14, 1831, aged 1 year, and mo. 

Of rach is the Kingdom of lleaven. 

83. Mary Eliza, Dau. of Nahum and Hannah 
Leonard, died Oct. 14, 1833, aged 1 year. 

SnflTer little children to come onto me. 

84. f n memory of Susanna, Daiigh. of Mr. Martin 
and Mrs. Vasti Howard. She died Jan. 11, 1800, m 2 ' 
years, 3 mos. 23 days. 

86. Frederick L., son of Jonas and Fanny W. 
Leonard, died June 22, 1862, aged 8 mo. 

86. In memory of Simeon Dunbar, who died Oct. 
30, 1810, 8B 50. 

87. Here lies Mrs. Martha Willis, wife of Mr. 
Nathan Willis, died Mcli. 27. 1702, in 64"* yt^ar. 

88. Ill memory of Mix. So|)hia Willis, the wife of 
Mr. Nathan Willis, Jr., and Daughter to Qen^ Benja- 
min Tupper. She was born Dec. 1766, and died Oct. 
28, 1807, in the 23* year of her age. 

80. In memory of Sophia, Daughter of Mr. Nathan 
Willis, Jr., and Mrs. Sophia, his wife, who died May 
26, A. D., 1700, aged 8 mo. and 7 day. 

00. In memory of Ens. Job Packard. Ho died 
Oct. 18, 1806, in his 80"» year. 

01. In memory of Mrs. Hannah, wife of Ens. Job 
Packard, who died Feb. 17, 1802, in her 71«* year. 
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92. In memory of Mrs. Keziah, wife of Mr. Job 
Packard, who died Nov. 28, 1789, in the Gl** year of 
her age. 

93. In memory of Bathsheba, Daugh. of Prince 
Foard and Keziah, his wife. She died July 16, 1782, 
aged 2 years, 8 days. 

94. In memory of Zephania, son of Zephania 
Lathrop and Sarah, his wife. He died Feb. y* 9*^; 
1781, in his 15'" month. 

Tlili in » quirk aud radtleii call, 
Which miMt tt|i|»ettr to iw all ; 
Which was tiod*i will to thlnlc it best 
To take this babe fkx>in the breast. 

96. Mrs. Abigail Paclcard. (Footstone for 98.) 

96. Mr. Jonathan Packard, June y* 7'*', 1746. (See 
No. 97.) 

97. In memory of Mr. Jonathan Packard, who 
died in y* 62** year of liis age, June y* 7"*, 1746. 

98. In memory of Mrd. Abigail, widow of Mr. 
Jonathan Packard, who departed this life May y* 19, 
1766, in y* 91*' year of her age. 

My friends now stop, remember my ege 
That stands upon this stone, 
For you that are vpon the stage 
Must make this lluuse your home. 

99. In memory of Simeon, son of Capt. Edward 
Howard and Susanna, his wife. He died April 18, 
1783, in y* 21 year of his age. 

100. Hero is biirlod the iNMJy of Anna Siiell, 
Daughter of Mr. Joseph and Ann Snell, who died 
May y* 2^, 1747, aged 4 years, wanting 10 days. 

101. Here lies buried y* body of Nathan Snell, 
son of Mr. Joseph and Ann Snell, who died March y* 
12, 1746-7, aged 21 mo., 15 days. 

102. Here lies buried Mrs. Susanna Ames, wife of 
Mr. Joseph Ames, who died June V\ N. S., 1753, in 
y* 87** year of her age. 

108. In memory of Mr. Joseph Ames, who died 
May y* 14, 1790, in y« 72* year of his age. 

My children dear, this place draw near, 
« A father** grave to see ; 

Not long ago I was with you, 
And toon you'll be with roe. 

104. Oapt. Thomas Ames, born Mar. 24, 1736, died 
Aug. 23, 1812. Deborah Ames his wife, born Nov. 3, 
1736, died May 9, 1819. 

105. Sacred to the memory of Mrs. Sally C, wife 
of Mr. John James, who died Aug. 23, 1831, aged 42 
years. 

No Kpltaph with sounding words 
Tiie virtues of Uie dead to toll, 
Is needed in a Daughters Heart, 
Those virtues are remembered well. 

106. In memory of Mr. Benjamin Randall, who 
died Dec. 9, 1841, in the 45^ year of his age. 

107. Here lies Silvey Lathrop, Daughter of Mr. 
Zephaniah and Sarah Lathrop. She died April 18, 
1792. in her 13"» year. 

8o uncertain is our Lives, 
In vain Is the help of man, 



So Christ will call at his command. 
Vain yuiith thin is a 8<»loniii call, 
Kvery mortal ear attend. 
Youth is the Ume fur you to come. 

108. In memory of Mrs. Sairah U., wife of Mr. 
Zephaniah Lathrop, who died y* Feb. 14, 1790, in 
her 31'* year. 

As you are now so once was I, 
Look on me as you pass by. 
As I am now su you must bo. 
l*n«paro fur death and fulhiw me. 

109. Miss Lavinia WilHamH, Imrn Fob. 4, 1804, 
died Dec. 24, 1860, aged 56 years. 

110. In memory of Mrs. Mary, wife of Mr. Peres 
Williams, who died April 23, 1838, in her 68 year. 

111. In memory of Mr. Peres Williams, who died 
Oct. 23, 1819, » 68. 

112. Sacred to the memory of Mr. Samuel P. 
Williams, who died Sept. 20, 1841, aged 41 years. 

liifo lies in embryo never free, 
Till nature yields hur breath, 
Till time becomes eternity 
And man is born in death. 

113. Mr. Peres Williams, Jr.. died April 19^ 1816, 
aged 27. 

Friends nor Physicians could not save 
Tliy mortal body from the grave. 
Nor can the grave con Auo me here. 
When Christ sliall call me to apiwar. 

114. Erected in memory of Mrs. IhiUlah, wife of 
Mr. l»orc8 Williams, die«l iJccf), 1793, in herds'" year. 

May Angels guard this lovely clay. 
Till cumes Uils great decisive day 
When in her 8avior*s image Drcst 
She wakes to be completely blest. 

115. In memory of Mr. Josiah Williams, who died 
Oct. 6, A.D. 1789, in y" 31* year of his age. 

My flesh shall slumber in the ground. 
Till the Arch Augol truui|Mit sininds 
Sliall wake my dust and bid It rieo, 
To Join my I<ord and mount the skies. 

116. In memory of Susanna, Daugh. of Mr. Josiah 
Williams and Mrs. Hannah his wife, who departed 
this life, Feb. y* 21, 1788, in y* 21 year of her age. 

My young dear friends, stop, shod a tear 
to uio, by ihis stone my UNly b huro 
Make Jesun Chri«t your hofte and trunt 
After your bodies tuni to dust. 

117. In memory of Mr. Calvin Williams, who died 
June 3, 1803, his age 32. 

Unveil thy bosom feithAiI tomb. 
Take this new Treasure to thy trust 
and give those Sacred lieliks ruuni 
to seek a slumber in the dust. 

118. In memory of Capt. John Ames, who died 
July 17, 1805, in his 68 year. 

Come hither, mortal, cast an eye 
Then go thy woy prepared to die. 
Then road thy doom, for die Ihou must 
One day like us be turned to dunt. 

119. Here lies hurried y* wife of Mr. James Ames, 
who died Aug. 4, 1773, in y* 46 year of her age. 
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120. In memory of Mr. James Ames, who died 
Aug. y* 27, 1788, in y* 64 y«ir of his age. 

I pnn with melAticholy ilato 

By all llicM nolrnin lieniia of fttU 

Ami think, •• saft and lad I tread 

AlioTe (ha vrnrralilo deail, 

Time wat like ma tliey life po w ae wa d 

And tima shall ba whan I shall rwt. 

121. Mr. David Ames, died July 81, 1794, in his 
72* year. 

122. Joshua Ames, born June 18, 17G8, died May 
29, 1802, only son of Benjamin Ames of N. Bridge- 
water, married Hannah Ford, who died at N. Bridge- 
water, 1829. 

123. James Ames, born Jan. 28, 1787, died Oct. 29, 
1863. Son of Joshua, grandson of Benjamin, grent- 
^pundson of Jolin, grcnt-great-grandson of Jolin of 
W. IJridgcwntcr, who was born at Braintrce the 24 
day, n* month, 1647. 

124. In memory of Mrs. Hannah, relict of Lt. 
Josiah Williams, who died Mar. 20, 1807, in her 76 
year. 

Thongh mother** Toice is heard no more, 
Thonfsh rr|i«lr«*d to (hrpe-srore years or more, 
liDt sleeping dust In accents cry, 
And, chililrvn dear, pro |iare to die. 

125. Here lies Lt. Josiah Williams, who died Feb. 
7, 1794, in his 69 year. 

This friend of Christ shall wske and rise, 
Shall monnt trinmphant to the skieti ; 
When bright the loTe, the grace divine, 
Tills mortal shall In glory sliino. 

126. In memory of Mr. Macey Williams, who died 
March 10, IH(M), in his A|-» year. 

fly time is spent, my days sre imst, 
Kternity mnst connt the rest; 
My ginss is out, my raca Is run, 
The holy will of Ood la done. 

127. In memory of Mr. George Williams, who died 
May 25, 1827, in the 75 year of his age. 

128. Erected in memory of Miss Ametiu Williams, 
died Juno 3, 1843, in the 71** year of her nge. 

129. Ill moniory of Miss Hannah Williams, who 
died March 9, 1854, in the 89** year of her age. 

130. In memory of Charles Williams, who died 
April 5, 1857, aged 35 years. 

131. In memory of Sophronia A., wife of Charles 
Williams, who died July 2, 1857, aged 38 years. 

132. In memory of Qcorge Williams, who died 
May 3, 1854, aged 15 years. 

133. Hero lies y' body of Mr. Thomas Ames, who 
died Feb. y* 3* 173^-7, in y* 54 year of his age. 

134. Here lies hurried the remains of Mr. Thomas 
Ames, who died Nov. 27**", 1774, 67** year of his age. 

135. Not legible. 

136. Here the memory of Mr. Joseph Keith, who 
was born Febru^^ y** 14"' day, 1675, and died Sept. y* 
27** day, 1730, in y" 55 year of his age. (Son of 
llov. James Keith.) 

Mnnirnto mori. 

137. Here lies buried Mrs. Elizabeth Keith, lielict 



to Lt. Joseph Keith, who departed this life Feb. 12, 
1758, in the 81*' year of her age. 

138. Here lies buried Mr. Ichabod Keith, who died 
September 27**", 1753, in y* 45 year of his age. 



139. Here lies the 

body of the Rev. 

Mr. James Keith, 

died July 23, 1719, 

aged 67 years. 



Here lies the 

body of Mrs. 

Susanna Keith, 

died Oct. 16, 1705, 

aged 65. 



Mr. James Keitu, 

First minister in Bridgewater, 

and educated in Aberdeen, 

Scotland, and labored 

in the ministry in this town 

56 years. 

(This inscription is on two pieces of slate 22 x 16 

and 22 x 13, placed at the front and head end of the 

monument next the road. This monument is said to 

have been made by William Hudson, a mason. It is 

a slab of granite, rough hammered, 3 feet 8 inches by 

6 feet 3 inches, and 5 inches thick, laid horizontal on 

top of three granite slabs set up edgewise, and bolted 

together, 5 inches thick, and 2.] feet above the ground, 

without any lettering on it, except "Er. A.D. 1827.") 

140. Samuel and Susannah Edson intcrcd. He 
July 20, 1692, and she February y« 20, 1699. He 
aged 80, and she aged 81 years. (When erected, or 
by whom, is not known. A natural granite slab, 5 
inches thick, 5 ft. 7 in. by 4 ft. 3 in., resting on a foun- 
dation of natural broken stone, 1] foot above ground.) 

141 . In memory of Mary Keith, dau. of Mr. Ephraim 
and Mi-H. Sarah Keith, who wiw born Oct.y* 8"', 1788, 
deceas'* June y* 30, 1747. 

Memento Mori. 

142. In memory of Mr. Nathan Ames, who died 
April the 10**", 1776, in 23* year of his age. 

143. Here lies hurried Mr. Nathan Ames, who died 
March y" 13"', 1736, in y« 34 year of his age. 

144. In memory of Mrs. Bathiah Willis, relict of 
Capt. Zephaniah Willis, and dau. of Mr. Thomas 
Hay ward, who died Feb. 16, 1783, in the 58 year of 
her age. 

Blessed are they timi mourn ; for they shall be comforted. 

145. Mrs. Abigail, wife of Col. Edward Howard, 
died H"* April, 1821, rc 75. 

146. In memory of Edward Howard, E^q., died 
March 9, 1809, in his 85 year. 

147. In memory of Mr. Edward Haward, who died 
July y" 14, Anno Domini 1771, in y' 85**' year of his 
age. 

148. In memory of Mary Howard, wife of Edward 
Howard, who died Jan. 11, 1767, in y* 77 year of her 
age. 

149. In memory of Betsey, dau. of Mr. Joshua 
Howard, of Braintree, and Abigail,h]s wife, who died 
Oct. 4, 1788, ill the 19"' year of her age. 

150. In memory of Mrs. Susanna, wife of Col. Ed- 
ward Howard, who died Oct, 16, 1785, in the 62* year 
of her age. 
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161. In memory of Mr. James Snow, who died 
Aug. 28, 1749, in y« 58*^ year of hw age. 

162. In memory of Malatiah Snow, the daughter 
of Daniel Snow, and Hannah, his wife, who died Sept 
24*, 1776, in y*» 8* year of her age. 

158. In memory of Sarah Snow, dau. of Mr. Dan- 
iel Snow, and Hannah, his wife, who died 1779, in y* 
8*^ year of her age. 

164. Asa, son of Mr. Benjamin Alger and Hannah, 
his wife. He died June y* 7*, 1790, aged 17 mo. 

166. Here lies intered the hody of the lie v. Dan- 
iel Perkins, who departed this life Sept 29, A.D. 
1782, in the 8G*^ year of his age, and 62^ year of his 
ministry. 

156. Here lies y* body of Mrs. Ann Perkins, y* 
consort of y* Rev. Mr. Daniel Perkins, who died July 
7, 1750, in y* 61** year of her age. 

157. In memory of Mrs. Sarah Perkins, daug* to 
Rev. Mr. Daniel Perkins, and Ann, his wife, who was 
born Feb. y* IS"*, 1726, doccaa'* December y« 2*, 1745, 
in y* 20 year of her age. Memento mori. 

168. Daniel Perkins, eldest child to the Rev. Mr. 
Daniel Perkins, Pastor of y* 1"* church in Bridgewater, 
and Ann, his wife, died March y* 29% 1726, aged 8 
years, 4 mos., one week and 5 days. 

169. In memory of Daniel Perkins, son to Rev. 
Mr. Daniel Perkins, and Ann, his wife, who wiiMborn 
December y* !■•, 1727, doc* l)c<i. y* 27, 1745, in y* 19"* 
year of his age. 

160. In memory of William Perkins, son to Rev. 
Mr. Daniel Perkins, and Ann, his wife, who was born 
Feb. y« 1% 1881, deceas* Jan. y* 7"", 1745-6, in y« 14»* 
year of his age. 

161. Here ties hurried a son and daughter of the 
Rev. Mr. Daniel Perkins, and Mary, his wife, who 
were still-born, Dec. 28, 1752. 

162. Here lies intered the body of Mrs. Mary 
Perkins, the consort of Richard Perkins, Eld', who de- 
parted this life June 21*^, 1799, in the 46 year of her 
age. 

168. Here lies hurried Mrs. Betty Soper, y* wife of 
Mr. Edmund Soper, who was born June 18, 1725, died 
Nov. 18, 1755. 

164. Louisa, dau. of D' Daniel and Mrs. Bathsheba 
Perkins, died Dec. 11, 1808, in her 4 year. 

The tmlle of H««ten 
Her tpollMi aoul eujoja, 
While Mfi and low 
Her WMtlng Mlioe rest. 

166. In memory of Mrs. Bathsheba, wife of Doct 
Daniel Perkins, who died April 8, A.D. 1830, aa 73 
yean*. 

166. In memory of Doct. Daniel Perkins, who died 
December 6, A.D. 1839, ce 78 years. 

167. Here lies hurried Mr. Joshua Willis, who 
died May 24^, 1768, in y« 76 year of his age. 

168. Here lies hurried Mrs. Experience Willis, 
relict to Mr. Joshua Willis, who died November 22, 
1762, in y* 78 year of her age. 



169. Memento Mori. In memory of Mr. Thomas 
Willis, son of Mr. Isaac Willis ami Mrs. Robeckah 
his wife, who died April 23, 1786, in tlie 21** year of 
his age. 

stop, blooailiiK youtli, mo whoro I He, 
And tliluk and know lliot you M«*t die; 
Bat Qod alone that knowi bow eoon 
Yoar San may eet before lie noon. 

170. Memento Mori. In memory of Deacon Isaac 
Willis, who died April 28, 1788, in the 92* year of his 
ago. 

stop, mortal, reail tbo eiiori aooouut, 
Tbeee few who to my age amount ; 
lly Adam the firit we all are iI«n«I, 
Our llvee In Chriet, our eeoond head. 

171. Shepard Fish, born April 19, 1703, died June 
14, 1779. (H. U. 1721. Son of Rev. Moses Fish, of 
Braintree.) Alice, his widow, born Sept. 20, 1713, 
died 1796. Erected 1881 by W. Latham. 

172. Clarasa, dau. of Barnabas and Sarah Lathrop, 
died May 21, 1820, in her 13 year. 

173. Mary, dau. of Barnabas and Sarah Lathrop, 
died March 20, 1820, in her 26 year. 

174. In memory of Sarah Lothrop, wife of Barna- 
bas Lathrop. She died Feb. 18^, 1813, sb 51. 

175. In memory of Mr. Simeon Lathrop, die<l Fob. 
3, 1808, in his 18 year. 

May AliKttle ipuinl Ihlit luvoly t:lay 
Till ctMiioe Iho gnmt iltH>lNir« tlajr, 
Whuu •hall wuku for to put un 
The Iloho which Gliriiit pre|iared io long. 

176. Miss Sarah Lathrop, 1759. 

177. In memory of Mr. Samuel Lathrop, who died 
Nov. 9, 1776, in the 66"* year of his age. 

178. In memory of Elizabeth, wife of Mr. Sainuol 
Lathrop, who died Nov. 2, 1776, in the 62* year of 
her age. 

179. Here lies hurried Miss Sarah Lathrop, dau. 
of Mr. Samuel Lathrop, and Elizabeth, his wife, who 
died Jan. 3, 1769, in y* 16"* year of her age. 

180. In memory of Mrs. Mary Lathrop, y* wife of 
Mr. John Lathrop, who died Feb. 28, 1777, y» 46»^ 
year of her age. 

181. Here lies Mrs. Molly, wife of Mr. Etlniund 
Alger, who died Feb. 22<', 1798, in her 52 year. 

182. Here lies hurried Mrs. Ruth Alger, wife of 
Mr. Edmund Alger. She died April 22*, 1794, in her 
57'* year. 

Tlie sweet roniombrnnoe of the Jiut 
ShiUI flourhili when they Hleo|i In duet. 

183. In memory of Mr. John Lathrop, who died 
July y* 3, 1744, in y* 53'* year of his age. 

184. Ida May, dau. of Sylvanus H. und Cordelia 
C. Colwell, died May 19, 1870, aged 4 years, 21 days. 

185. John W. Colwell, died Aug. 17, 1866, aged 
51 years, 8 mo., 12 days. Mary H., dau. of John W. 
and Mary Colwell, died Aug. 10, 1848, aged 10 mos., 
7 days. 

186. Ruth, wife of Edmund Capen, died March 23, 
1843, aged 52 years, 5 mo., 19 days. 
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236. In memor; of Hr. Abner Fobet, aon of Ur. 
William Fobea, who died Jan. 20, 1767, in y' 40^ 
jear of iiis age, 

227. In memory ofMra. Thankful FiiIhm, tito wtfe 
of Mr. Wm. Fobei, wUo died April 9, I77B, in y*70* 
year of her age. 

228. In memory of Hr. William Fobee, who died 
June 26, 1764, in the 66'^ year of his age. 

229. In memory of Dwelle, son of Mr. IHrnothy 
Fobee, and Mary, hie wife, who died June 19, 17S3, 
within 11 days after the fall of n Htick of limber on 
his head. Aged 8 year>, 9 inoa., aitd 18 days. 

230. A atone marked as follows : 



231. Martha, dau{|h>. of Hr. Ephm, Fobes, and 
Martha his wife, bom Bept. 16, 1719, died Decomb'. 
13*, 172B. 

232. Abigail, daug' of Mr. Ephraim Pobes and 
Martha, hU wife, Oct. — 178-. (Stone broken. A 
child not named by N. Miushetl.) 

283. In memory of Ephraim Fobea, y* son of Mr. 
Epbraim Fobes, Jr., and Susan, his wife, who was 
bora January y" 29*, 1742-3, died Aug. y* 22*, 1747. 

284. Thomat, n son of Mr. Ephruim Fobes, Jr., 
and Sneanna, his wife, born May 16, 17{>0, died Aug. 
22, 1751. 

235. In memory ufSuaanna Fobes, y' daugliter of 
Mr. Ephraim Fobea, Jr., aod Susanna, his wife, who 
was bom Feb. y' 1*, 1741-2, died Aug. y* 27"*, 1747. 

236. Id memoir "^ ^"- Martha, y* wife of Dea. 
Ephraim Fobea, who died March 19^, 1750, in the 
6S^ year of her age. 

Tha Boa o( Ood who nl|U ibmi 
Whan sniil* il«>ll iiid iiJdu In 1u>«, 



To ahln* Ib mlD* oT nilim MgU. 

287. Hannah, the daugb' uf Mr. David Harvey 
and Content, his wife. She died May 1786, in the 22^ 
year of her age. 

238. In memory of Daniel, son of Mr. Daniel Bip- 
]«y and Mrs. Martha, his wife, who died July 23^, 
1790, 1 year, 3 mos., 20 days. 

239. Her« lies hurried Mrs. Hary Willis, y* wife 
'of Mr. John Willis, who died Jan. 14*^, 1756, in y* 

78" year of her age. 

240. In memory of Mr. John Willis, who departed 
this life November y* 1", 1732, in ye 61' year of hia 
age. 

^* UdDHito Mori. 

24t. Here lies y* body of Mn. Hannah Willie, 
wife of Mr, Comfort Willis, dec* Sept. y 6", 1728, in 
y* 65 year of her age. 

S42. Here Ilea Mrs, Mary, wife of Col. luac Jnhn- 
flon, who died Oct 27, 1799, in her 75* year. 



243. Here lira hiirioil Mm. Itcllii» Johiiwiii, wifoof 
Oapt. David Johnson, who died April 20, 1704, In y* 
67* year of her age. 

244. In memory of Oapt. David Johnson, who de- 
parted this life Feb. y* 22*, 1773, in y* SI" year of hie 
age. 

245. Wn. Thira H. Amen, 2* wife of Jonathan 
Ames, iHirii May 6, 1804, dicil Fi-h. 17, 1862. 

246. Mrs, Sally Ames, wife of Jonathan Ames, born 
Sept. 14, 1781, died ApHI 5, 1839. 

247. Jonathan Ames, Esquire, born July 19, 1784, 
died Mny 18, 1868. 

248. Here lies the body of Joseph JohuBon, son of 
Daniel Johnson, Esq., and Detty, his wife, deceased, 
December y* 26*, 1745, aged lA years, (llorii Nov. 
17, 1730.) 

H*Hwnlu Hurl. 

249. Here lies y* body of Isaac Johnson, Esq., who 
dec* May y 27* 1738, in y* 71" year of his age. 

250. Here lien the hotly of Mrs. Abiah, y wife of 
y* lata Isanc Johnson, Esq., who died in y* 81** year 
of her age, January y' 4*, 1747-8. 

251. Here lies buried Mr. Joseph Huywnnl, who 
die<l Miireh 23, 1758, in lliu 89"' year of liix iig«. 

252. Here lie>t hiiri.Ml Mni. MehoUthle llaywiinl, 
the wife of Mr. Joseph Hayward, who died December 
29*, 1765, in y" 80* year of her age. 

263. In memory of Mehetable Hayward, daugh' 
of Mr. Benjamin Hayward and Sarah, his wife, who 
died Jan. 16, 1771, in y* 14* year of her age. 

264. In memory of Mr. Benjorain Hayward, who 
died Dec. 16, 1777, etatis 65 years, 9 mo., 15 days. 

266. Benjamin, son of Mr. Benjamin Hayward and 
Sarah, hU wife, dec* Feb. y* 16, 1760, aged 17 mo. 

260. In memory of Mrs. Halatiah Dunhnr, y* wife 
of Mr. Sam' Dunbar, who was born Aug. y* 80*, 1707, 
doc. Nov. y* 6*, 1743, in y' 87* yiiur of hi<t ago. 

257. In memory: of Mr. Jtwupli Hikywnrd, Jr., who 
was born Oct. y* 19*, 1713, died Oct. y* 17*, 1738, in 
y* 25* year of his age. 

258. Broken stone. Same us 248. 

269. Here lira y* body of Betty Johnson, daughter 
to Daniel Johnson, Esq., and Betty, his wife, who died 
Deceinlwr y' 8* — (Stone broken. Bom Feb. 1, 
1789, died 1743.) 

260. In memory of Mr. Samuel Lathrop, who died 
Jan. y* 16*, 1779, aged 86 years and 8 moa, 

261. In memory iif Mrs. Abial, y* wife of Mr. 
Samuel Lathrop, who died Nov. 3*, 1749, in y 63' 
year of her age. 

262. Here lies buried Mr. Nathan Johnson, who 
di«l Mny 5, 1760, in y 28'' year of his ago. 

263. Here lies buried Mr. Solomon Johnson, son 
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of Mr. Solomon Johnson and Susanna, his wife, who 
<lio(l April 10, 17/>.\ in the 25"* year of his age. 

204. Here lies burietl Mrs. Anna Johnson, y* daugh* 
of Mr. Benjamin Johnson, who died May 17, 1753, 
aged 19 years, 7 mos., IG days. 

265. Miss Sally Ames, born June 3, 1786, died De- 
cember 17, 1873. 

266. Mrs. Patience, wife of Mr. Jonathan Amee, 
born May 14, 1758, died May 12, 1835. 

267. Mr. Jonathan Ames, born DiH^mber 26, 1759, 
died Dec. 14, 1836. 

268. Mr. John Ames, born at West Bridgewater, 
April 14, 1672, married Sarah Washburn, Jan. 12, 1697, 
died Jan., 1756. 

269. Mrs. Sarah W., wife of Mr. John Ames, de- 
ceaseil A. D. 1746, aged 71 years. 

270. In memory of Mrs. Molly, wife of Mr. David 
Gurncy, who died July y* 2*, 1795, in y' 27"' year of 
her age. 

Qrmt God, I own thy Mntonce Just, 

And irntnra muat decay ; 

f yield my iMMjy to the duiit. 

To dwnU with follow ciiiy. 

Yet fnith c«n triiiniph o*er the grave, 

And tmniple on the tomb; 

Biy Jrene, my Redeemer liven, 

BIy OimI my Ha v lor comm. 

271. Ruth Johnson, y* daugh. of Mr. Benjamin 
Johnson and Ruth, his wife, died Nov. 18^*", 1757, in 
y* 22* year of her age. 

272. In memory of Mrs. Patience, the wife of John 
Willis, Esq., who died Dec. 28*, 1784, in the 80* year 
of hor age. 

273. In memory of John Willis, l'}sq., who died 
July y* 18, 1776, in y« 75* year of his age. 

While yet in life his lieart and mind 
To justice, tmth, and peace inclined. 
Not honest wealth nor grace did save 
This man of Justice from the grave. 
Our haMty days, as angels flight, 
Ijeave ns in shades of death. 

274. In memory of Mrs. Susanna, the wife of Mr. 
David Johnson, Jr., y* daughter of John Willis, Esq., 
who died Aug. 6, 1750, in y' 24* year of her age. 

Silrnt in dust Susanna lies; 

Her babe lies by her side ; 

In early years she left the world 

With days full mtisfled. 

In parenfcB, husband, children three, 

Are seen the tears of love ; 

lint she, wo trnst. Is now at rest 

Among the blest above. 

275. Elizabeth, daughter of Capt. Jonathan How- 
ard and Sarah, his wife, aged 8 years, 8 mos. and 10 
days, died Aug. y* 17, 1747. 

276. Here lies buried Major Jonathan Howard, 
who departed this life May 18*, 1769, in y« 70* year 
of his age. 

277. Hero lies bnrrie<l Sarah, the wife of Maj. 
Jonathan Howard, who died Sept. 20, 1777, in the 
78* year «>r her age. 

278. Erected in memory of Mrs. Jean, wife of 



Nathan Howard, Esq., who died June y* 29*, A.D. 
1791, in y" 70 year of her age. 

279. William Howard, Esq., who departed this 
life Oct. 3, 1800, in the 81'* year of his age, and here 
lies interred. 

Behold, happy is the man whom God coUecteth ; he cometli 
to his grave in Aill age. 

280. In memory of Mr. Daniel Hayward, who 
died June 25, 1749, in y' 34* year of his age. 

281. In memory of Mr. David Haward, who died 
June 4*, 1751, in y* 49* year of his age. 

MONUMENTAL. 

282. West side— Jonah Willis, died April, 1845, set. 
81; his wife, Abigail, died Nov., 1799, 89t 37. Hannah 
died Jan., 1817, rot. 37. Freelove died April, 1854, 
jp.t. 78. Henry Willis died Feb., 1828, rot. 25. Au- 
gustus Willis died J^Iarch, 1854, set. 41. Erected by 
the children of Josiah Willis, 1854. 

South side — Daniel Willis, died 1814, at. 82. 
Keziah, his wife, died 1816, a^t. 83. 

North side— John Willis, died 1835, aat 77, his 
wife, Sarah, died 1783, ict. 25. Huldah, died 1821, 
rot. 75. 

283. Here lies Mrs. Abigail, wife of Mr. Josiah 
Willis; she died Nov. 10, 1799, in her 30* year. 

Behold and see as yon pass by. 
For as yon are so once was I, 
And as I am so must yoa be; 
Prepare for death, and follow me. 

284. Here lies Mrs. Joanna, wife of Mr. Ebeuezer 
Willis, she dlc<l March 24, 1800, in hor 33* year. 

285. Ill memory of Mrs. Sarah Willis, wife of Mr. 
John Willis, who departed this life July y« 7* 1783, 
in y* 26* year of her age. 

286. Here lies Sally, daughter of Mr. John and 
wife, Sarah Willis, who died Jan. 3, 1800, in her 18* 
year. 

287. In memory of Polly, daughter of Mr. John 
Willis and Mrs. Huldah, his wife, who died April 21, 
1789, aged 1 year, 6 mos. 

288. Lurana, y* daughter of Mr. David Johnson, 
Jr., and Susanna, his wife, died June 6, 1750, aged 7 
days. 

289* In memory of Daniel Johnson, Esq., who 
died March 6, 1785, in the 85* year of his age. Also 
in memory of Mrs. Betty, his wife, who died Oct. 14, 
1782, in y* 82* year of her age. 

2\H), In memory of Daniel Crane, who died Nov. 
10, 1841, aged 31 years. 

291. In memory of Mary Ann, wife of Daniel Crane, 
who died Nov. 8, 1840, aged 25 years. Walter, infant 
son of Daniel and Mary Ann Crane, died March 19, 
1840, aged 1 year. 

292. C. Harlow Ames, died Jan. 3, 1867, aged 72 
years, 3 mos. 11 days. 

293. Daniel Alger, died Aug. 23, 1850, in the 67* 
year of his ago. 

294. Solomo K., wife of Daniel Alger, died March 
4, 1853, in the 66* year of her age. • 
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295. Eliza Alger, died Aug. 26, 1856, aged 78 yean. 

296. In memory of Mr. Joiiatlian Ames, born June 
10, 1707, died Nov. 4, 1776. 

297. In memory of Mrs. Keziah, widow of Mr. Jona- 
tlian Ames, born Aug. 16, 1788, married 1767, died 
Feb. 8, 1828. 

298. Joshua Ames, born April 9, 1718, died Nov. 
26, 1766. 

299. Miss Deborah Ames, born April 1, 1710, died 
A.D. 1766. 

300. In memory of Capt. David Qurney, who died 
at Somerset, Aug. 1, 1882, aged 67. 

The duit most to the duet retnm ; 
The dearest Mende moit part and moura ; 
The gospel faith alone can give 
A cheering hope the dead eliall lire. 

801. In memory of Miss Susanna B., widow of Capt. 
David Ourney, who died Sept. 12, 1861, aged 98 years 
and 8 mos. 

802. John W., sou of Jonathan and Mary L. How- 
ard, died July 22, 1866, aged 29 years. 

808. Pierce, son of Jonathan and Mary L. Howard, 
died July 10, 1861, aged 7 years. 

804. A floating stone. In memory of Hepsey K. 
Howard, daughter of Thomas and Hepzebah Howard, 
who died Oct. 4"', 1821, in the ninth year of her age. 

Powder-House Graveyard.— The Powder-House 
Graveyard is on the north side of the Plymouth ro:id, 
leading from the old Bay road, by the old King house ; 
contains forty-three square rods; is 205 feet long on 
said road, east and west; ninety-six feet back, north 
and south ; has two entrances for carriages on said 
road, — one at each end of the yard, and was used for 
a burying-place as early as 1747. 

About forty -two or forty- three years ago it was 
enlarged by taking in a narrow strip of land from one 
to two rods wide on three sides, when the wall and 
fence now there was made, and all done by the town 
of West Bridgewater. 

The oldest burials in this yard are Abigail, dau. of 
Josiah Snell, died May 18, 1747, as 8, her sister Mary, 
dying May 27, the same year, va 11, Rlioda Packard, a 
child, dying April 4, 1760, Israel Packard, April 20, 
1762, 03 86, and Josiah Snell, grandl'atlicr of the first 
two children above named, dying April 4, 1763, o) 
78; only Ave persons being buried here before 1760, 
twenty-three dying in course of ten years after 1780, 
and seventeen between 1800 and 1810 ; and only two 
interments have been made since 1848, — Edward Snell, 
June 8, 1861, sq 64, and Linthea Snell, April 6, 1859, 
aged 64. Of the ninety-nine persons having lettered 
grave-stones in this yard, thirty-four bore the name of 
Snell ; seventeen, Packard ; eleven, Hayward ; nine, 
Richards. There are but few graves without lettered 
stones. All stones face south. This ground has not 
been worked upon or leveled off so as to obliterate 
the resting places of those persons who have no let- 
tered head-stones. No deed or ancient manuscript of 
these premiseaf or any part thereof, are known to exist. 



Ebenezer Copeland, Sr., grandfather of the present 
James Copeland, of West Bridgewater, lost seven of 
his family between Jan. 7 and March 11, 1800. His 
wife and Ave children and his son's wife, all died of 
typhoid fever, to wit: James d. Jan. 7, 1800, aged 
25; Ruth d. Feb. 6, 1800, aged 14; Abby Godfrey d. 
Feb. 19, 1800, aged 48 ; Molly d. Feb. 24, 1800, aged 
12; Rachel d. Feb. 25, 1800, aged 18; Betsey d. Mch. 
6, 1800, aged 24; Mehitable Snell, wife of Eben, Jr., 
Mch. 11, 1800, aged 26. 

They were all burie<l on tlie south side of the road 
opposite this burial-ground. Jonathan Co^ieland, 
father of Ebenezer, Sr., was buried on the south side 
of this road, 1790, aged 90, being the first Copeland 
that died in Bridgewater. In 1801 this Ebenezer, 
Sr., built a tomb on the south sitle of the rotid, and 
had these bodies all put into that tomb. Another 
tomb was built on this side of the road by Deacon Jo- 
seph Kingman and his brother Jonathan, about 1819, 
and shortly after a third tomb was built on this spot 
by Hezekiah Copeland. 

In 1860 all the bodies in these tombs were removed 
to the Pine Hill Cemetery, and the tombs were taken 
away, and the road was then widened. Ebenezer 
Copeland, Sr., owned the land where these tombs were 
located, formerly Deacon lirett's land, and Nathan 
Snell owned the land on the north side of the road. 
Probably his father, Jasiah Snell, grandson of 
Thomas Snell, one of the first settlers, and greatest 
landholder in old Bridgewater, gave the original lot 
for burial. 

There is a tradition that one or more persons were 
buried on Sandy Hill, on the west side of the old Bay 
road, nearly opposite the house of Elihu I^eonard, 
which stands upon the site an<l very cellar of the old 
Brett house, which was owned and occupied succes- 
sively by father and son. In taking earth from this 
hill, to make the new road where the willows now 
groYir, one place, having some appearance of an old 
grave, was found ; but, if it was ever much used for 
burial, they would have discovered more evidence of 
its having been used for that purpose. 

It is not known where the old town ch»rk, Diiacon 
Nathaniel Brett, Sr., and wife, Sarah, were buried. 
She died 1737 ; he died 1740; probably in the ground 
opposite the late Gamaliel Howard house, and where 
the Stone and Capen houses stand, called the second 
burying-place in Bridgewater. 

N. Brett, Jr., deacon and fourth town clerk from 
1736 to his death, 1779, was probably burieil in this 
yard on the east side of his second wife, Mary Brett's 
grave. This site is indicated by two natural, rough 
stones at head and foot, without inscriptions. The 
second wife died Jan. 21, 1780, within one year after 
the death of her husband, and was buried about 
thirty-five feet nearly east from where his first wife, 
Robecai, and their son, Uriah, were buried. The two 
wives and thoir son Uriah have gimd head-Mtones; 
but the stone for his second wife does not give her 
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birtli or age. The first wife die<l 1771, and their son, 
Uriah, died 17G8, aged 28. The old Powder-House 
stood in this yard, near the southwest corner. 

RPITAPDS IN TUB l»OWDEIUII(fuSB ORAVBYAllD. 

1. Lt. Jonathan Paclcard, died May 27, 1805, in 
his 73* year. 

2. Mrs. Martha, wife of Lt. Jonathan Paclcard, 
died March 11, 1810, in her 82* year. 

3. In memory of Mips Silence Hay ward, who died 
Dec. 13, 1823, in the 73* year of her age. 

4. In memory of Mrs. Silence, wife of Mr. Elijah 
Hay ward ; she died Oct 22*, 1803, aged 75. 

lUnj angels gtinrd ttiis lovely claj 
Till comet Uie great decbiTo daj 
When eho nliall wmke for to put on 
Tlie robe which Olirist prepnred eo long. 

5. In memory of Mr. Elijah Hayward, who died 
July 31, 1800, his ago 78. 

M J children denr, Uile place draw near, 

A fintber** grave to see ; 

Mot long ago I was with jon. 

And soon yon will be with me. 

I). In memory of Mrs. Betty Hay ward, wife of Mr. 
Luther llaywnrd, who dicMl Nov. 9, 171)3, in the 28"» 
year of her ago. 

Uj friends draw near and drop a tear, 
In this dark graTe I lie; 
O tbinit of nie when this you see, 
And be prepared to die. 

7. Erected in memory of Mr. Luther Hayward, 
who died Nov. 12, 1832, ngod 74 years. 

8. Ill memory of Mr. Daiiiol \V, LowIh, who <licd 
Aug. 17, 1815, in the 28 year of his age. 

Frioiids nor physician oiuld not saTo 
My mortal body from the grave ; 
Nor can the grave confine me here 
When Christ shall call me to appear. 

9. Erected in memory of Caleb K. Beed, who died 
Oct. 2, A.D. 1837, aged 38 years. 

Death, like an over-flowing stream, 
Soon Itears lis to the tomb; 
But immortality and life 
Dbpel the darksome gloom. 

10. Erected in memory of Mrs. Hannah Reed, 
widow of the late Timothy Reed, Esq., who died Dec. 
23, 1848, aged 81 years. 

Tliere is a land of pure delight 
Where friends, once parted, shall nnite; 
And, meeting on that bllsfnl shore, 
With fond embrace shall part no more. 

11. In memory of Mr. Timothy Reed, Jan. 20, 
1813, in his 56"^ year. 

Daily our mortal flesh decays. 
But Ohrist our life shall come ; 
His nnrseisting power shall raise 
Our bodies from the grave. 

12. Ill memory of the Widow Mary Orcutt, who 
die<l Nov. IG, 1807, in her 100"» year. 

13. J I ore lies Miss Lydia ICdsoii, dieil Aug. 18, 
1793, in her 83* year. 
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This friend of Christ shall wake and rise; 
Shall mount triumphant to the skies; 
Wiien bright this love, the grace divine. 
This mortal shall in glory shine. 

14. In memory of Mr. Joseph Edson, who died 
Aug. 27, 1791, y* 36 year of his age. 

15. Rebecca, wife of Ezekiel Reed, died Jan. 3, 
1845, aged 74 years, 6 mo., 27 days. 

In her was manifested that wisdom whicii Is from aliove, is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, ftoll of 
mercy and good fruit, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 

16. Jesse, son of Mr. Jesse Edson, died Aug. 12, 
1768, in y« 4"* year his age. 

17. In memory of Mr. Jesse Edson, who died Nov. 
18, 1787, in the OO"* year of his age. 

18. Here lies buried Mrs. Lydia Edson, wife of Mr. 
Jesse Edson, who died Jan. 23, 1762, in y* 36** year 
of her age. 

10. Here lies buried Mrs. Lydia Edson, y* wife of 
Dea. Joseph Edson, who died January 24, 1762, in y* 
80"* year of her age. 

20. Here lies buried Dea. Joseph Edson, who died 
Aug. 26, 1708, in y" OO*** year of his age. 

21. Ill memory of Luther, son of Mr. John Rich- 
ards and Ke^.ia, his wife, who was l>orn Dec. 26, 1764, 
and died Nov. 5, 1770. 

22. In memory of Daniel, son of Mr. John Rich- 
ards and Kezia, his wife, who was born February 4, 
1757, and died June 28, 1776. 

23. In memory of Rhoda, dau. of Mr. John Rich- 
ards and Kezia, his wife, who was born Dec. 11, 1760, 
ami died Mardi 27, 1775. 

24. In iiieni(»ry of Mrs. Kezia, wife of Mr. .lohn 
Richards, who died June 9, 1807, in her 73 year. 

25. In memory of Mr. John Ricliards, who died 
Dec. 26, 1812, in the 90"» year of his age. 

26. In memory of Ruhamah, daughter of Capt. 
Josiah Snell and Mrs. Ruhamah, his wife; she died 
March y* 15, 1786, in y* 17* year of her age. 

Ruhamah bid a long farewell 
To all liolow, where she did dwell ; 
She trod the dark, the gloomy road, 
To dwell forever with her God. 

27. In memory of Mr. Barnabas Snell, who died 
Jan^. y* 28, 1788, in the 27* year of his age. 

My Umo b spent, my days are past ; 
Ktemity must connt the rest; 
My glass is out, my rooe Is run ; 
The holy will of God is done. 

28. In memory of Mrs. Ruhamah Snell, wife of 
Capt. Josiah Snell, who died Jan^. 25, 1792, in y* 61"* 
year of her age. 

29. In memory of Capt. Josiah Snell, who died 
Feb. 17. 1803, his age 73. 

30. Here lies buried Mrs. Rebecca Brett, y* wife of 
Deac. Nathaniel Brett, who was born Feb. 25, 1700, 
and died May 12, 1771. (Deacon N. Brett was fourth 
town clerk, 1736 to 1779.) 

31. Jlore lies buried the body of Mr. Uriah Brett, 
only son of Mr. Nathaniel and Rebecca Brett, who 
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was born Feb. 25, 1740, died March 28, 1768. (This 
Nathaniel Brett was a deacon, and fourth town clerk, 
1786 to 1779.) 

82. In memory of Miss Martha, dan. of Lt. Jona- 
than Packard and Mm. Martha, his wife, who departed 
this life Jan3^ y* 19, 1784, in the 19th, year of her age. 

HaIII bappj yonth, gnn*, thoa hint took tbj flight, 
Tliit>ugb Chriuft, to dwell iu rMlnia of gluriooi light; 
Thj sliij WM short on Mch, yi mad* to know, 
The pains of p*rtlug with thy fHeode bolow. 

88. In memory, of Mr. Caleb Packard, who de- 
parted this life May y^* 27, 1788, in the 24*** year of his 
age. 

Boo here*! the youth wIkno cheerful bloom 
PronilMd a tmin of yeara to come ; 
Wlioae aofl addroM and grareful air 
Had obtained the yealJInf; fair, 
When late divider, Ibro* oxl»loUt^l Joy, 
And all ble flattering bopee deatniy. 

84. In memory of Jonathan Packard, y** son of 
Mr. Jonathan Packard and Martha, hia wife, he died 
Jan. 2, 1762, aged 6 years, 10 mo., 12 days. 

85. In memory of Mrs. Susanna, daugh* of Lieut. 
Jonathan Packard and Mrs. Martha, his wife, who 
departed this life Aug* y« 5"*, 1786, and y« 24»»» year 
of her age. 

A Ufa RKreoablo, 

and death triumphant 

Uiruugb a Saviour. 

86. Ill memory of Mrs. Ablgiiil, diiugltler of I/iout. 
Jonathan Packard and Mrs. Martha, his wife, who 
departed this life Nov. y« 20, 1786, in y« 17"" year of 
her age. 

Father I give my spirit up, 

And trust it In thy hand; 

Uy dying flMih shall rest In hope, 

Aud nae at thy command. , 

87. Mrs. Aletha Packard, died Dec. 80, 1805, iu 
her 52^ year. 

88. Mrs. Sarah Snell, wife of Mr. Caleb Snell ; she 
died Aug. 27, 1807, in her 27"' year. 

Orer thy now departed friend 
The tears of sympathy descend ; 
The ground where tbon art bedew. 
And briug thy features plain to view. 

89. Catherine, daughter of Caleb Snell, died Aug. 
81, 1807, aged 9 mos. 

40. In memory of Mrs. Anna, wife of Dea. Elijah 
Snell, who died April 20*^, 1800, in her 50^ year. 

41. In memory of Mrs. Susanna Snell, wife of Deac. 
Elijah Snell, who died June 19, 1795, aged 58 years, 
1 mo., 14 days. 

42. In memory of Anna, wife of Mr. Edmund 
Hay ward, who died May 14, 1776, in y* 45"* year of 
her age. 

48. In memory of Mr. Edmund Hay ward, who 
died February the 12"», 1781, in the ei** year of his 
age. 

44. In memory of Abigail Snell, daughter of Mr. 
JoHiah Snell, Jun., and Abigail, his wife, who was 
born May 80^ 1789, deceased May y« 18"', 1747. 



45. In memory of Macey Snell, daughter of Mr. 
Josiah Snell, Jr., and Abigail, his wife, who was born 
Sept y« 80* 1786, deceased May y 27"*, 1747. 

46. In memory ^f Mrs. Abigail, wife of Capt. 
Josiah Snell ; she died Dec. y" 2, 1784, in y" 76 year 
of her age. 

Bemember me as you pass by, 
Vor as you are so once was I ; 
As I am now so you must tw; 
Prepare for death, and follow me. 

47. In memory of Capt. Josiah Snell, he died Aug. 
y« 20*^ 1785, in y" 85"' year of his age. 

Here, in Uils gloomy nursery of the dead, 
A neighbor gotid, a faithful friend is laid ; 
Just, peaceful, careful, punctual, and sincere, 
A father kind, a tender husband dear. 

48. Here lies buried Mr. Josiah Snell, who dec' 
April y* 4"*, 1753, in y« 79**» year of his age. 

49. In memory of Luther, son of Mr. Nathan Snell 
and lietty, his wife; he died Nov. y' 12"*, 1787, in his 
5"* year. 

50. Sacred to the memory of Mrs. Betty Snell, wife 
of Mr. Nathan Snell, who died Jan. 5, 1830, a 80. 

51. In memory of Mr. Nathan Snell, who died 
June 20, 1802 ; his age 54. 

52. I/mthoa Siioll, died April 5, 1859, aged 64 
years, 6 mo. and 4 days. 

58. Ill iHomory (»f Mrs. I^Uoy, wife of Mr. Cyrus 
Siiull ; she died Dec. M, 1805, in her 28"* your. 

Think on the parents, mothers, think how great ; 
IIuw favored with your children In your view; 
While yuu enjoy your health, your wealth and state, 
Prepare to follow me ; teach them to follow you. 

54. In memory of Mr. Cyrus Snell, who died Oct. 
29, 1805, ju 27 years. 

D«wth Is a solemn scene you all must pass. 
When yuu draw near, Oh I Mortals tliluk how soon. 
My blooming hopes and years are fled In baste, 
So may your morning sun go down at noon. 

55. In memory of Mrs. Mary Brett, wife of Dea. 
Nathaniel Brett, dec**, who departed this life, Jan. y" 
21-*, 1780. 

56. Erected in memory of Caleb Kingman Reed, 
son of Mr. Timotliy Reed and Mrs. Hannah, his wife, 
who was born July 20, A.D. 1789, and departed this 
life Oct. 10, 1796, which made his residence in this 
world 7 years, 2 mos. 20 days. 

God, my redeemer lives. 

And t>nou fruui the skies, 

Looks down aud watches all my dust 

Till ho shall bid it rise. 

57. In memory of Mr. Caleb Kingman, born Sept. 
25, 1744, died Sept. 16, 1807, w 63. 

All husbands kind and good, a parent dear, 
To all ubliging and to all ntucere, 
Tnie tu his oflii|iring, friend and guide. 
He lived beloved, uud laiuoutod died. 

58. In memory of Frcolove Kingman ; she died 
Jan. y* 3*, 1815, aged 69 years. 
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In prniw 1*11 spend inj Intofit brentb, 
Tlien jleld It to the cull of dentli, 
In ho|ie timt tbon my tlmh will nlte 
To celebrate thy deathlees pndee. 

59. Mm. Sarah, wife of Mr. Steaven Vinall, she 
died Nov. 4, 1785, in the 75*** year of her age. 

60. Ill memory of Deborah, wife of Mr. Jacob 
Packard, who died Feb. y' O"*, 1780, in the 54th year 
of her age. 

61. In memory of Aney Jess, she died Aug. 21, 
1814, in her 28"* yoar. 

62. Clara S., dau. of James and Betsey B. Hay- 
ward, rc 10 m. and *3 days. 

llnplty infiuit, rerly blest, 
Best, in pcnoefnl sinmber, rest; 
Ifinrly resetied Troni the cares. 
Which inersAse with growing years. 

63. Ill memory of Mr. Luther Hayward, Jr., who 
died Nov. 16, 1824, aged 38 years. 

64. In memory of Mrs. Clarissa R. Hayward, wife 
of Mr. Luther Hayward, Jr., who died Nov. 8, 1824, 
aged 36. 

65. In memory of George, son of Mr. Luther Hay- 
ward, Jr., and Mrs. Clarissa, his wife, who died Oct. 
17, 1824, aged 4 years, 6 mo. 

66. In memory of Mr. James Ingalls, who died 
Sept. 11, 1816, ill the 54"' year of his age. 

Art thou a man of honest monld, 
With ferrent heart sincere? 
A hnslmnd, father, friend behold. 
Thy brother slumbers here. 

67. In memory of Samuel, son of Mr. Samuel 
Willis and SiiHaiinn, his wife, who died April y'' 10"', 
1780, in his 20* year. 

l>e|«rt my friends, 
Wl|ie off your tears ; 
Here f must lie 
Till Christ appears. 

68. In memory of Mrs. Susanna, wife of Mr. Sam- 
uel Willis, who died Dec. y 10, 1783, in y* 58 year of 
her age. 

Sti»p, hind rendor, and drop a tear ; 
Think on the dust that sinmbers here ; 
And while you read the fate of me 
Think on the glass that runs for thea. 

69. In memory of Mr. Samuel Willis, who died 
Nov. y* 20*^, 1778, in y* 54*** year of his age. 

Behold and see as you pass by, 
for as ynn are so once was I ; 
And as f am now so you mnst bo ; 
Prepare for death, and follow me. 

70. In memory of Miss Martha Snell ; who died 
Sept 2*, 1817, 05 64. 

Cknild grateful lore recall the fleeUng breath. 
Or fond aflecUon sooth relentless death ; 
Then had this stone ne*er claimed a social tear, 
Or read to thoughtless man a lesson here. 

71. Here lies Mrs. Sarah Snell, she died Nov. 17, 
1800, ill hor 31)* year. 

72. In memory of Mrs. Martha, wife of Mr. Jona- 
than Snell, she died Nov. 16, 1781, in y*^ 54* year of 
her age. 



73. In memory of Mr. Jonathan Snell, who died 
Nov. 22, 1800, in his 88* year. 

My time Is spent, my days are psst; 
Sterility most count Uie rest; 
My glass Is out, my race Is run ; 
The holy will of God Is done. 

74. In memory of Mr. Jonathan Snell, Jr., son of 
Mr. Jonathan Snell and Martha, his wife; he died 
March 9*, 1782, in the 30* year of his age. 

75. In memory of Edward, son of Mr. Jonathan 
Siicll and Martha, his wife, he died Dec. 22, 1782, in 

76. In memory of Mr. Israel Packard, Jr., who 
died April 20*, 1752, aged 35 years and 14 days. 

77. Bhoda, daugh^ of Mr. Robert Packard and 
Lydia, his wife, born Oct. 4, 1749, died April 4, 1750. 

78. Erected in memory of Mrs. Anne, wife of Mr. 
Ephraiin Snell, who died June y« 9*, 1790, in y* 34* 
year of her age. 

70. In memory of Capt. Ephraim Snell, who died 
Sept. 30, 1805, in his 50* year. 

My children dear this place draw near, 

A futher's grave to see ; 

Mot long sgo I WMS with you, 

And soon you'll be with me. 

80. Mrs. Hannah, widow of Caleb Snell, formerly 
widow of Josiah Williams and Capt Ephraim Snell, 
died July 5, 1846, in the 83* year of her age. 

81. Erected to the memory of Ephraim, son of 
Mr. Ephraim Snell, and Mrs. Anne, his wife, who 
died July y* 10*, 1790, aged 7 weeks and 1 day. 

82. In nuMiiory of MImh IktIiHlioha Snell, who died 
Oct. 7, 1734, age<l 47. 

83. Florette, daughter of Levi P. and Melora A. 
Uailey, died Sept 1, 1846, aged 7 months and 6 days. 

Karly fled life, care and sorrow, 
Lowly in the grsTe to rest ; 
She shall on a glorious morrow ; 
Rise to mingle with the blest 



84. 
1858. 



Edward Snell, born Aug. 2, 1804, died June 8, 



Gone Home. 



85. In memory of Mary W., wife of Edward Snell, 
who died May 29, 1844, in her 31«* year. 

86. In Memory of Mrs. Hannah T., wife of Mr. 
Edward Snell, who died Nov. 3, 1840, in her 30 year. 
Also their infant dau., died Oct 29, 1840, aged 8 
weeks. 

87. In memory of Emmeline S., wife of Edward 
Snell, who died April 7, 1838, in the 30* year of her 
age. 

88. Samuel, son of Calvin and Sally Jackson, died 
Dec. 15, 1810, a) 11 days. 

89. In memory of Mrs. Lydia Richards, widow of 
Mr. Benjamin Richards, who died April y* 23, 1788, 
in y* 93* year of her age. 

Worn and wilh ago we did rocolre 
Our death by Ailam and by Kve ; 
Hut lifn and |iankin Hint in shown 
To us by Christ, God's only son. 
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90. In memory of Mr. Ezra Richards, who died 
Sept y« 26*, 1786, in y« 50^ year of his ago. 

91 . In memory of Deac. Josiah Richards, who died 
April 6, 1816, a^^od 9() years. 

02. Mrs. Anne, wife of Dca. Josiiih Richards, diiMJ 
Aug. 12, 1828, 8B 81. 

98. In memory of Marcus, son of Mr. Daniel Hart- 
well and Mehetabel, his wife, be died May y* 9, 1881, 
aged 9 mos. 8 days. 

Dapart my frieuda. 
Wlp« off your ttmn; 
lloro I must lie 
Till Christ appeani. 

94. In memory of David, son of Mr. Daniel Hart- 
well and Mahetabel, his wife; he died Oct. y* 24*, 
1782, aged 6 mo., 18 days. 

95. Betty, daughter of Mr. John Copeland, Jr., 
and MeheUbel, his wife, born Feb. 27*, 1770, and 
died May 19, 1775. 

96. In memory of Ambrose, son to Mr. Benjamin 
and Mrs. Mary Marshall ; he died Doc-' y* 5*, 1784, 
aged 6 mos., 23 days. 

97. John, son of Mr. Eleazer Churchell and Lucy, 
his wife; he died OcL 2^, 1801, in infancy. 

98. Deborah, daughter of Mr. Eleazer Churchell 
and Lucy, his wife; she died Bcpt. 17*, 1804, in hor 
9* year. 

99. In memory of Mrs. Ifannah O. Douglas, wife 
of George Douglas, who died Nov. 25, 18H(S, aged itO 
years. 

100. Hugh Carr. (No inscription.) 

(101, 102, 108, 104, and other graves near this place, 
are colored people, without stones, such as Thomas 
Sutten, Peter and Parmenas Pierce, Levi, John, and 
Jacob, Jr., Tarbut or Talbut, and wife of Jacob, Jr., 
and two wives of Jacob, Sr., Sally Garden, Frank 
Sutten, and others.) 

JerOBalem Graveyard.— The Jerusalem Grave- 
yard is on the west side of the road leading from the 
almshouse to Jerusalem, and was established as early 
as 1749; contains thirty-three square rods; is one 
hundred and fifty feet on said road, running north 
and south, and extending back sixty-four feet east 
and west; has thirty-six lettered grave-stones and 
some half a dozen graves unmarked, except by native 
flat stone, without inscription ; graves head east, foot 
west, and all stones facing east. 

The Rev. John Burr, aged sixty-one, and Dr. Abiel 
Howard, aged seventy-two, were buried here in 1777. 
The first two persons buried here were Mary Hay- 
ward, a child, died June 15, 1749, and John Howard, 
a child, died 1753 ; and the last two persons buried 
here were Jonathan Hayward, died April 30, 1824, 
aged eighty-eight, and Oharity Howard, died Dec. 4, 
1829, aged eighty-two. Twelve of the thirty-six per- 
sons having gravestones died during ten years suc- 
ceeding 1760, and half of the thirty-six died between 
1770 and 1800, and only three, besides the two above 
named, have died since 1800— one in 1803, one in 
1811, and one in 1818. 



This ground was virtually abandoned and wholly 
neglected for many years. A good growth of wood 
and timber had grown up, and was standing thereon 
a few yeara ago, when the town of Wwt Hridgowat^r 
extinguished the oulMtanding title, took poHnoHsion of 
the premises, caused the wood and timber to be cut 
and removed, and inclosed the ground with a wooden 
post and rail fence on three sides thereof, and a stone 
wall on the back side. 

There are in this yard thirteen Haywards, five Burrs, 
and four each of the Bretts and Ilartwells. We are 
unable to find any ancient record relating Ui this 
graveyard, and only one deed of land is known to 
exist, and that recently taken from Jane S. T. Hervey, 
daughter of Zeba Howard, and wife of L. D. Hervey, 
conveying the premises to the town of West Bridge- 
water. 

KPITAPIIS IN TIIR JERUSALEM GRAVEYARD. 

1. In memory of Hannah, daughter of Mr. Philip 
Reynolds and Hannah, his wife, who died Dec. y* 23, 
1774, in y* 6*** year of her age. 

2. In memory of Mr. Philip Reynolds, who died 
Jan. 4, 1775, in y* 35*** year of liis age. 

3. In memory of Freelove Brett, daugh. of Mr. 
John lirctt and Alice, liin wife, wh<» <lie<l Jaii^^ 12, 
1779, in the SS"* year of her age. 

4. In memory of Hannah Brett, dangh. of Mr. 
John Brett and Alice, his wife, who diiMl Oct. 20"', 
1779, in the 26"* year of her age. 

5. Here lies Mr. John Brett, who died Aug. 28'*', 
1793, in the 88*** year of his age. 

6. In memory of Alice, widow of Mr. John Brett, 
who died Dec. 1"*, 1794, in her 81'* year. 

7. In memory of Mrs. Anna Williams, wife of Mr. 
Qeorge Williams, who died Sept. 4, 1775, in y« 28* 
year of her ago. 

8. In memory of Mrs. Sarah Kingman, wife of Mr. 
Alexander Kingman, who died Nov. 16, 1789, aged 65 
years. 

9. In memory of Lieut Daniel Howard, who died 
March y" 23*, 1782, in y« S5^ year of his age. 

Stoop down mj thunghU Uial iwad tu riao, 
Ouuv«rM li wliilo villi dntUi, 
Tliliik how a gasping morUl llui 
And pautM away liUi breath. 

10. In memory of Mrs. Silence, the wife of Abiel 
Howard, M.D. ; she died Aug^ y" 17, 1775, asUtis 62. 
(A daughter of Nehemiah Washburn.) 

In doat I dio, to dual I return ; 
Tlila i« my plaoa, uiy dontitiod urn, 
Uilnk of death, hearen, and hell ; 
Make God your friend and all la well. 

11. In memory of Abiel Howard, M.D. ; he died 
Jan' the 10*»», 1777, in y" 73* year of his age. (A 
graduate Harvard University 1729, whose daughter 
Silence married Dr. Philip Bryant, father of Dr. Peter 
Bryant, of Cummington, who was the father of Wil- 
liam Cullen Bryant, the i>oct.) 

The aweet reuiaiubranoe of the Juat 
Shall flouriah when tiivy aloep in daet. 
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12. fii nieiiinry of I^fr. .IohIiiiii Ifownnl, wlio <lic(l 
»lnrch )'• 3!**, 1780, in y- ^i)"* year of his njjjo. 

13. In memory of Miss Charity lioward, who died 
Dec. 4, 1829, ae 82 years. 

14. Here lies Mr. Jonathan Burr ; he died January 
2I"», in the (>(>•*• year of his age. 

I>«fith« Inezornlile, hntli luid In Ui» dimt 
The mail who wm rnlUifiil, piuus, nnil Junl; 
From torniftnti extreme, how happj the flight 
From mitery to Joy— from dnrknees to light. 

15. In memory of Mrs. Martha, wife of Mr. Jona- 
than Burr, who died Dec. y' 12***, 1791, in y* 55*** year 
of her age. 

Onr loving friend !■ gone, 
Mo more to cheer her friende and children dear, 
O certain fate, we view thifl teaching etone 
And mourn thy death to moditaie onr own. 

16. In memory of Mrs. Mary Hay ward, the wife 
of Mr. Abncr Hay ward, who died Dec. 4, tc 1783, in 
the 05** year of her age. 

Onr life la ever on the wing. 

And death !■ ever nigh ; 

Tlia momentii when our live* begin 

Weallliegin to die. 

Death Is a debt to nature due 

Which I have paid, and so must yon. 

17. In memory of Mrs. Susanna Hayward, who 
died March 25, 1800, in the 48^" year of her age. 

Here let you rest in peaceful dnst 
Till God to glory raise the dnst. 

18. In memory of Rev. John Burr, who died 
March the IG"", 1777, in y" 62* year of his age. 

In memory of Mrs. Silence Burr, wife of Dcac. 
John Burr, who died May 6, 1773, in y*" 68 year of her 
age. (Deiuuiii John Burr here means the Rev. Jolin 
Burr above.) 

19. In memory of Ruth, daugh. of Mr. Jonathan 
Burr and Martha, his wife; she died Oct. 15, 1776, in 
the 2* year of her age. 

20. John, son of Mr. Theophihis Howard and 
Simanna, his wife, horn »Si»|)t. 30, 17r>0, died Mch. 1, 
1752-3. 

21. Kezia, wife of Mr. Thaddcus Howard, died 
May 26, 1811, in her 50 year. 

22. In memory of Jerahmul, son of Jonathan Hay- 
ward and Mary, his wife; he died Aug. 28, 1774, in 
y* 3 year of his age. 

23. In memory of Mr. Jonathan Hayward, who 
died April 30, 1824, in the 89"** year of his age. 

stop, kind friends, and take a view ; 
Tlie shrond and grave do wait for yoa ; 
When on my grave yon cast an eye, 
Tliink on cold death ; yoa soon mnst die. 

24. Miss Mary Hayward wife of Mr. Jonathan 
Hayward, died Oct. 6, 1813, m 61. 

Tiot this vain world engage no more, 
Heboid the gaping tomb ; 
It bids us seise the present hour, 
To-morrow death may come. 

25. In memory of Mrs. Betty Hartwell, the wife 



of Mr. Nathan Hartwell, who died Feb. 28, 1762, age<l 
2(> years and 6 uios. 

26. In memory of Silence Burr, daughter of Mr. 
Seth Burr and Charity, his wife, who died March y* 
20, A. D. 1780, in the 26th year of her age. 

Ton, reader, stop 
And lend a tear; 
Think on the dnst 
That slumbers here. 

27. Orin Hayward, son of Mr. Solomon Hayward 
and Mrs. Martha his wife, died Feb. 15, 1797, aged 6 
mos. 

28. Sally B. Hayward, daughter of Mr. Solomon 
Hayward and Mrs. Martha, his wife, died Feb. 6, 1803, 
in the 4 year of her age. 

29. Royal Hayward, son of Mr. Solomon Hayward 
and Mrs. Martha, his wife, died Feb. 7, 1797, aged 2 
years, 9 months. 

30. In memory of Mrs. Abigail Hayward, wife of 
Mr. Peter Hayward, who died Oct. 9, 1776, in y" 67*^ 
year of her age. (She was one of five daughters of 
Jonathan Williams, of Taunton, a large landholder. 
Her sister, Mary, married Seth Dean, of Raynhara, 
and her daughter, Rebecca Dean, married Woodward 
Latham.) 

31. In memory of Mr. Peter Hayward, who died 
July the 14, 1765, in y* 56"» year of his age. (He was 
son of Deacon Joseph.) 

32. Abigail, daughter of Mr. Peter Hayward and 
Abigail, his wife, died April y" 21-*, 1760, in y« 16* 
year of her age. 

33. Peter, son of Mr. Peter Hayward and Abigail, 
his wife, died January y" 13% 1753, in the 2* year of 
his age. 

34. Here lies buried Mr. Samuel Hartwell, who 
dec* December y* 25, 1760, in the 67**' year of his age. 

Here lies buried Mr. Jonathan Hartwell, who 
died Feb. 8"*, 1761, in the 40"' year of his age. 

And Hannah, his daughter, dec* Jan' y« 80***, 
1761, in y* S** year of her age. (These persons died 
with smallpox.) 

35. Mary, daugh. of Mr. Benjamin Hayward and 
Sarah, his wife, died June 15, 1749, aged 6 years and 
6 mos. 

30. In memory of Thomas, son of Mr. David Wade 
and Mary, his wife; he died March y" 14"*, 1768, in 

The Alger Graveyard and Tomb.— This yard 
contains sixteen to twenty square rods of land on 
Wolf Trap Hill, west side of Flaggy Meadow Brook, 
south side of the road, nearly opposite the dwelling- 
house of John Otis Alger, in West Bridgewater. 

There is a common balance-wall on the west side, 
and a bank wall on the north side, next to the road, 
and otherwise it is uninclosed. There are four graves 
with gravestones having the following inscription 
thereon, to wit: 

1. James Keith, son of Mr. Calvin Keith, died of 
an epilepsy, March 13, 1801, in his 17"" year. 
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2. Erected in memory of Lieut. James Alg^r, who 
died May 20, 1810, in his 82^ year. 

3. Erected in memory of Mrs. Martha Alger, wife 
of Lieut James Alger; she died 23^ Aug., 1813, in 
her 81** year. 

4. Hannah, daughter of Kingman and Sarah 
Cook, died Jan. 29, 1822, 2 years, 10 mos. 

And there are five graves in this yard without 
monument or inscription, to wit : 

1. A daughter of Abiezer Alger, Jr., stillborn, 
June 21, 1813. 

2. Racliei Keith, born July 22, 1744, died about 
1815, 71 years of age. (She was a daughter of Ebe- 
nezer Keith, and half-sister of the first Abiezer Alger's 
wife.) 

3. Abiezer Alger, 3^ son of Abiezer Alger, Jr., 
bom Nov. 20, 1820, died Feb. 14, 1822, 1 year 2 
months, 25 days. 

4. A son of Abiezer Alger, Jr., stillborn, Jan. 10, 
1823. 

5. Dilly Green, colored, buried about 1824. She 
was probably over 60 years of age, and was one of the 
four wives of Robert Prince, better known by the 
name of Robert Green, who was a large, strong man, 
jet black, born in Virginia, lived on the Alger farm 
for many yearti; is said to have served in the old 
French war, and was a body-servant of Gen. Green, 
in the Revolutionary war; died in the poor-house in 
West Bridgewater, in January, 1827, 106 years of age. 

And there is also one large tomb upon these prem- 
ises, built by the late Abiezer Alger, Jr., in the early 
part of the year of 1828, containing the remains of 
fourteen persons deposited there in the order of their 
deaths, to wit : 

1. Cornelia Alger, born Aug. 24, 1800, died Oct. 
26, 1824. (Put into Zephaniah Lathrop's tomb and 
removed June 7, 1828). 

2. A son of Abiezer and Annie C. Alger, stillborn, 
June 5, 1828. 

3. Abiezer Alger, Sr., born July 25, 1757, died 
July 31, 1830. 

4. Hepsibah Alger, wife of Abiezer Alger, born in 
Scotland, Dec. 20, 1760, died Feb. 25, 1841. 

5. Vienna Keith, born in Scotland, Aug. 1, 1764, 
died July 21, 1847 (a daughter of Ebenezcr Keitii, 
and sister of said Hepsibah.) 

6. Annie Dean Alger, dau. of James and Caroline 
B. Alger, born Feb. 1856, died, aged 10 days. 

7. Anne Cushtng Alger, wife of the second Abi- 
ezer Alger, born in Pembroke now Hanson, Oct. 
15, 1786, died Sept. 24, 1857. 

8. Abiezer Alger, l)oni May 21, 1787, died March 
1, 1863. 

9. Martha Kingman Alger, born May 16, 1848, 
died May 17, 1866. 

10. Hepsey Alger, born Oct. 24, 1792, died June 

14, 1866. 

11. Caroline Belinda Alger, born in Raynham, 
Mar. 2, 1825, died April 2, 1869. 



12. Caroline Richmond Alger, born July 16, 1845, 
died July 4, 1869. 

13. James Alger, born Aug. 29, 1816, dic<l Jan. 
26, 1878. (Son of Abiezer, Jr.) 

14. Henry Williams Alger, born April 18, 1854, 
died Feb. 26, 1878. 

The Pleasant Hill Cemetery Association, at 
Cochesett, was organized April 1, 1872. 

The Pine Hill Cemetery was organized May 16, 
1870. This cemetery is located in the Centre Village. 



CHAPTER IV. 

MISOBLLANEOUS. 

Howard Cullogiate liislilulo— Tlio Vr&sa — Wott liritlgowater 
Times — West Bridgewater News — Physicians — Farmers' Clab 
— Manufacturers — Civil History — Incorporation of Town — 
Clerics — Treasurers — Selectmen — Representatives — War of 
the Kebellion — Action of the Town — Various Votes — Amount 
of Money Bxpendod for War Purposes — The Town Quotas — 
List of Soldiers — Soldiers' Monument, Its Inception, Con* 
p lotion, iind Dodication. 

Howard Collegiate Institute. — This institution 
was established by the munificence of the late Benja- 
min B. Howard (see biography of Mr. Howard else- 
where in this work). The building is a handsome 
and commodious brick structure, beautifully located, 
in the midst of a wealthy and beautiful agricultural 
region. The institution is for girls and young women, 
and was opened Oct. 2, 1883. The principal is Miss 
Helen Magill, Ph.D. (Boston University, and more 
recently from Cambridge University, England), who 
is assisted by an able corps of instructors. 

The present faculty of instruction and government 
is as follows : Helen Magill, Ph.D., principal and 
instructor in Ancient Languages and in History; 
Uov. William Brown, instructor in Mental and Moral 
Philosophy; Eudora Magill, A.B., instructor in 
Mathematics; Qertrudo B. Magill, A.B., iustruotor 
in Modern Languages, English Literature, and Elocu- 
tion ; Lydia S. Ferguson, instruotdr in Physical 
Science and English branches; Drawing and Painting, 
vacant; Sarah Washburn Ames, instructor in Music; 
Matron, Mrs. Eliza A. Kingsbury. 

The present trustees are Dr. J. G. Swan, West 
Bridgewater, Mass. ; Oliver Ames, North Easton, 
Muss.; Charles W. Copeland, West Bridgewatec, 
Mass. ; James Copeland, West Bridgewater, Mass. ; 
Nahum Leonard, Bridgewater, Mass. ; Benjamin 
Howard, West Bridgewater, Mass.; Iksnjamin B. 
Howard, West Bridgewater, Mass.; Francis E. 
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Howard, West Bridgcwater, Mass. ; Wallace C. Keith, 
West Bridge water, Mass. ; Edward Tisdale, West 
Bridge water, Mass. 

The officers for 188;V-84 arc as follows: President, 
Benjamin Howard ; Secretary, Benjamin B. Howard ; 
Treasurer, Francis E. Howard. 

Board of visitors: Mrs. Julia Ward Howe, Bos- 
ton ; Mrs. Emily Talbot, Boston ; Mrs. Kate Gannett 
Wells, Bost-on; Mips Lucia M. Pcabody, Boston; 
Miss Katliorinc 1\ Jioring, Beverly Farms, Mass. ; 
Rev. Edward E. Hale, D.D., Roxbury. Mass.; Rev. 
Joseph Osgood, Oohasset, Mass. ; Hon. John D. 
Long, Hingham, Mass. ; Rev. Russell N. Bellows, 
New York City ; Arthur Oilman, Cambridge, Mass. ; 
Dr. William L. Richardson, Boston; George Herbert 
Palmer, Cambridge, Mass. ; Arnold B. Cliace, Provi- 
dence, R. I. 

The institute, as at present organized, offers a seven 
years* course of study. This course is so arranged 
as to give a good general education, and at ihc same 
time a lliorougli preliminary training for tlu»8e who 
may wish to pursue tlieir Rtu<lirs further at such in- 
stitutions as ofler University work to women. 

The curriculum includes the work usually done 
in the first two years of the best college courses, with 
more work in some departments, especially history 
and English literature, than is required for entrance 
t4i college or in this part of th<^ college curriculum. 

The residence is arranged on the cottage syHteni, 
one cottage having been already built, accommodating 
a small number of students, each with a single room. 
This plan is considered roast favorable to individual 
training, and will be adhered to in future building. 
The aim is to retain as much of the character of 
home life as may be in an institution. 

The institution is under able management, and is 
destined to take front rank among similar institutions 
in this country. 

Town Statistics. — Valuatiou, as assessed May 1, 
1883: 

Value of real est A to $730,878.00 

*' personal pro|>ertj laV-'-t^-OO 

ToUl $873,820.00 

Slnlo tnx $810.00 

Conntj tax 901.60 

Town grnnt 9,350.00 

Overlaying on taxes 248.31 

Totnl Inx $n,.339.9l 

Kate of tax, $12 per $1000. Poll Ux, $2. 

Namber of polls 427 

" (Iwollini^-lionffcfi laxcd 350 

" acnw of lanil 9810 

" homoM 209 

*• o<»ws 407 

*< sheep 81 



Appropriations. 

For support of schools $3000.00 

" repairs on school property 600.00 

" repairs on high ways 2500.00 

" new roads 600.00 

" support of poor 1300.00 

" town oflicors 700.00 

" incidcnUls 600.00 

" public loot iiros 100.00 

" old oometories 50.00 

Total $9350.00 

Town Proi*p.rty. 

Valiio of town farm $4,100.00 

" personal property 2,057.21 

'* nine school-houses 11,700.00 

" town library 3,000.00 

Public Library. — The Public Library was organ- 
ized Oct. 4, 1879, and is located in the Howard 
Institute. There were added to the library for the 
year ctidinf; Feb. 1, 1884, four hundred and twenty- 
nine volumes by purchase, many of which were 
standard works of permanent value, consisting of 
choice selections, and embracing most all subjects. 

There were donations also from Mr. John S. Mar- 
tin and from Mr. C. VV. Copeland amounting to 
thirty-eight volumes, making the total number of 
books in the library Feb. 1, 1884, two thousand one 
hundred and sixty-two. 

The books in all the departments have been selected 
with much care and criticism, and they constitute a 
comprehensive and valuable library for a small town. 

By the librarian's memoranda, it appears that the 
tiital tiuinbcr of bonkH taken from the library during 
the year w.is six thousand four hundred and seventy- 
nine, or a weekly distribution of about one hundred 
and twenty-five volumes, divided among the various 
classes of subject-matter in the following ratio, viz. : 
fiction, about fifty-one per cent. ] juvenile, about 
twenty per cent. ; travels, about four and one-half per 
cent. ; history and humorous, about two and one-half 
per cent, each ; science and general literature, about 
two per cent, each ; biography, about three per cent. ; 
poetry, about one and one-half per cent. ; magazines, 
periodicals, about ten per cent. 

School committee's financial report for the year end- 
ing Feb. 1,1884: 

UxrKNmTURKfl. 

Paid for teachers $2000.00 

Fuel 307.84 

Italanoo <liio Kast 1lri(l/i;owAlor IU>.83 

Caro of houses and incidentals 110.00 

ToUl $.3439.67 

Rroki pts. 

Town grant $3000.00 

Maspachusotts school fund 233.41 

Overdrawn from treasury 206.26 

Total $3430.67 

Ukpaiks. 

Rxponditnres $480.41 

Uocoipts 4.. 600.00 

Balance in treasury $110.60 
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It was rocommended that the town raise the sum 
of three thousand doUars for the support of schools 
for the ensuing year and four hundred dollars for 
repairs. 

The Press, — A sheet called the West Bi-idyctoater 
Times was issued here in 1867, and lived about two 
years. It was printed in Middleboro*, and the cor- 
respondent in this town was Rev. J. G. Fornian. The 
latest venture in this field was the West Bridgewater 
Newt, which was issued here in 1882, by William 
Fay. It was short-lived. 

Post-Offices. — There are two post-offices in the 
town, — one at Central Square, Charles R. Packard, 
postmaster, and one at Cochcsett, Edward Tisdale, 
postmaster. 

Physicians. — The present physicians are J. C. 
Swan and Wallace C. Keith. 

West Bridgewater Farmers* Club was estab- 
lished in December, 1871, with James Howard as 
president. The present officers are Davis Copeland, 
president; James Howard, vice-president; J. A. 
Shores, secretary ; J. E. Ryder, treasurer. 

This was the first farmers' club established in the 
county, and is in a progressive condition. 

Copeland & Hartweirs Shoe Manufactory. — 

This estiiblishment is one of the oldest in Plymouth 
County, having been established in 18-15 by Caleb 
Copeland and Josiah Quincy Flartwcll, and the origi- 
nal firm has been continued without change to the 
present time. This factory has been enlarged sev- 
eral times, and is now one hundred and thirty feet 
long by twenty-five feet wi<le. They employ fifty 
hands, and the value of the annual product amounts 
to from seventy-five thousand to one hundred thou- 
sand dollars. 

Edward Tisdale Shoe Manufactory. — (See 
biography.) 

Among the other manufacturers may be noted M. 
A. Ripley, flouring-mill ; George AV. Rent, inm foun- 
dry; Milvin C. Edson, Joseph Ring, T. P. Ripley, 
shoe manufacturing; O. Ames & Son, saw- and shin- 
gle-mills, and Jonathan Howard, vinegar manufac- 
turer. 

Incorporation of Town and Civil List — Tt is a 

somewhat singular fact that West Bridgewater as a 
parish was never incorporated by an act of the liCgis- 
lature. The parish was incorporat^*d as a town Feb. 
16, 1822. The following is a list of the clerks, treas- 
urers, selectmen, and representatives from the incor- 
poration of the town to the present time : 

CLERKS. 

John B. Howard, 1822, '23, '24. 
George W. Perkins, 1825, '26. 



Noah Whitman, 1827, '28, '2U, '.30, '.31, '32, '33, '31, '35, '36, 
'37, '38, '3U, '10, 'II, '42, '43, '41, '45, '10, '17, 'IH, '40, '50, 'fil, 
'52, '53. 

John K. llowani, 1854. 

Martin V. Pratt, 1855. 

Jani«ni Howard, 1850, '57, '58, '50, '60, '70, '77, '78, '70, 'HO, 
'81, '82, '83. 

George A. Colaniore, 1801. 

John W. Howard, 1802, '03, '0^. 

Austin Paclcard, 1865, '06, '67, '68, '60, '70, 71, '72, '73, '74, 
75. 

Uonjauiin I). Howard, 1884. 

TKKASURBRS. 

John K. Howard, 1822, '23, '24. 

Fialce Ames, 1825, '26. 

Abiel Packard, 1827,'28, '29, '30, '31, '32, '33, '34, '85, '36,' 37. 

John H. PiMkard, 1838. 

Howard, 1830. 

Nahum Leonard, 1840, '41, '42. 

Thomas Pratt, 1843, '44,' 45, '46, '47, '48, '49, '50, '51, '52, '53, 
'54, '56, '57, '58, '59, '60. 

Josiah Q. Hartwoll, 1S55. 

George M. Pratt, 1861, '62, '63, '64, '65, '66, '67, '68, '69, '70, 
'71, '72, '73, '74, '75, '76, '77, '78, '79, '80, '81, '82. 

James Howard, 1883. 

Charles K. Tisdale, 1884. 

SELECTMEN. 

822. — David Howard, A. Algier, Samuel Dunbar. 

H23-21. — .I(»siah Kiuhards, David Howard, Saniuul Dunl»ar. 

825-26. — David Howard, .loMiuli lliulmrdM, Capt. Sponcor 
Lailii'(»|t. 

827. — .losiiih Kiulianls, Speucor iialliro|t, /.o|tHiiiali Howard. 

828. — N. Edson, Josiah Kiohards, Jonas Hartwell. 

820-31. — N. Kdson, Jonas Hartwoll, Joseph Kingman. 

832. — Abiel Packard, Jonas Hartwoll, Nahum Leonard. 

833. — Nahum Leonard, Abiel Packard, Caleb Howard. 

834. — Nahum Leonard, Caleb Howard, John Kiohards. 

835. — Caleb Howard, John Kiohards, Damon Kingman. 

830. — Caleb Howard, Damon Kingman, Nahum Snell. 

837. — Nahum Snell, Seth Lcaoh, Thomas Amos. 

838-40. — Jonathan Copoland, Jamos Copeland, D. Crano. 

841-42. — Jonathan Copeland, Austin Paokard, Libbcus Pack- 
ard. 

843. — Austin Packard, Libbeus Packard, Alba Howard. 

844. — A. Paokard, L. Packard, Nahum Suell. 

845-47.— A. Packard, L. Paokard, Job Rartiett. 

848. — A. Packard, Job Itartlctt, Samuel Ryder. 

847-52. — A. Piickanl, Jamos (•opoliiud. Ward Itii'liartln. 

853-54. — A. Paokard, James ropoliind, Jonas Hartwell. 

855-50.— T. R. (Caldwell, Klam Howard, Auifliu Paokard. 

857-58.- T. R. Caldwell, A. Piickard, James Co|>elaud. 

859-62. — Jamos Howard, A. Copeland, Jr., George D. Ryder. 

863. — James Howard, Albert Copeland, Francis K. Hownrd. 

864-66. — James Howard, Pratiuis E. Howanl, Calub C^ipo- 
laud, .1 r. 

867. — James Howard, Caleb Copeland, Jr., Shepard L. Pratt. 

868. — Francis E. Howard, Nahum Leonard, Jr., J. C. Keith. 

869. — Nahum Leonard, Jr., F. E. Howard, Charles Perkins. 

870. — James Howard, George D. Ryder, S. H. Howard. 

871. — James Howard, S. H. Howard, Davis Copeland. 

872-73. — James Howard, S. N. Howard, Davis Copeland. 

874. — James Howard, Davis Copeland, Henry W. I«eaoh. 

875. — James Howard, Henry W. Leach, Caleb Copeland, Jr. 

876^-78. — James Howard, Henry W. Leach, Henry (\>peland. 

879-80.— Henry Cntpeland, Josiah Q. Hartwoll, S. H. Howard. 

881-84.— Henry Copeland, S. H. Howard, M. A. Ripley. 



HISTORY OF WEST BlUDOKWATER. 



921 



Representatives. — West Bridj^owntor, witli Brock- 
tiiii, c(iiiB(itiiU\s n roprcscntiitivc district. From tlic 
incorporation of the town to 1827 it voted to send 
no representative. 

Tlic following is a list of representatives : 



1827. .lohn R. Ilowanl. 
1828-211. Snitiiiol Dmihiir. 
18.'{0. William liny lies, V,n^l. 
1831. Satniiftl DiinlMir. 
IK.t2~:*.r». KlliH AincA. Ki<f|. 
18.'tft-.10. .lohn K. Howard. 

1840. Nahnin Snoll. 

1841. John K. Howard. 

1842. John Riohardn. 

1843. Jonas Hartwoll. 
IS4I. Onlrh Howard. 
ISI.%. OmoIIov Kohw. 
1Sir>. Joitndinn (Ntpohnid. 

1817. Aii^'tin Packard. 

1818. HIijnh Smith. 



1849-52. No choioo. 
IS.').*!. AlhoiiCo|H)huid. 

1854. Tnul Townnond. 

1855. Votod to8ond none. 
ISfift. JanirK Oopeland. 

1858. Jafvia D. IJnrrell. 

1859. Caleb Copelnnd, Jr. 
1804. George D. Ryder. 
ISnS. Edward Tisdalo. 
I8fi8. Nahiim Loonard, Jr. 
187.*). Henjainin Howard, 
isrn. (Inriis 1<Mdy. 

1878. Ilonry (-opchind. 
1881. Francis E. Howanl. 



War of the Rebellion. — The first town-meeting 
relating to the war was hold April 27, 18G1, when it 
was voted to pa^ each volnnteer belonging to the 
town while in the siTviee eight dollars per month, nnd 
$1.25 per day s}»ent in drilling, and money Rnllicient 
for the comfortable maintenance of his family. It 
was also voted to furnish nrms and equipments to the 
military company then forming, and the selectmen 
were authorissed to expend two thousand dollars for 
that purpose. 

July IS, 1S(J2, voletl l<» pay a bounty of one hun- 
dred and twenty-fivo dollars for recruits for three 
yejirs, to the ** number of twenty- three.'* A com- 
mittee of one from each school district was appointed 
to act with the selectmen in procuring volunteers, 
each to be paid two dollars per day while engaged. 
August 18th, the bounty was increased one hundred 
dollars. August 22d, the bounty to volunteers for 
nine months was fixed at one hundred and twenty- 
five dollars. It was also reeommended that the re- 
cruits of West and East Bridgewater unite nnd form 
a company for nine months* service, also ^* that the 
whole town attend the meeting on Wednesday even- 
ing next, at Agricultural Hall, Bridgewater, to 
enccmrage recruiting.'* Another meeting for a sim- 
ilar purpose was held September 2d, and to create a 
volunli*er fund. 

Nov. !^, 1863, the selectmen were directed to pay 
State aid to the families of draped men. 

March 14, 1804, it was voted to raise fifteen hun- 
dred dollars by taxation, to refund money paid by 
eitizims to encourage enlistmeniA; also, five hundred 
tlollars to pay bounties to re-etdisted vet4»rans. 

It was also vot^^d to pay a bounty of one hundred 
and twenty-five dollars to men who " enlisted and were 



credited to the quota of West Bridgewater, and had 
received no bounty.** 

July 2!Hh, it was voted to borrow twelve hundred 
dollars, and four thousand dollars were appropriated 
to repay citizens who had contributed to encourage 
recruiting. 

May 29, 1805, voted to raise five thousand dollars 
to reimburse citizens who had expended their money 
to increase bounties. 

West Bridgewater did nobly during the war of the 
Rebellion, and forwarded about two hundred and 
nine, — a surplus of eleven. Four were commissioned 
oflicers. 

The whole amount of money expended by the 
town, exclusive of StAte aid, was twenty-one thousand 
nine hundred and fifty dollars. 

The amount of money paid for State aid by the 
town during the war to the families of volunteers, 
and repaid by the State, was as follows: In 1861, 
$710.04; in 1802, $2700.63; in 1863, $3453.88; 
in 1804, $3310.02 ; in 1805, $1500. ToUl aiuouut, 
$11,001.17. 

Military Record.' — Names of men in the military 
service and seamen in naval service of the United 
States during the Rebelliou : 

Alger, Charles F., onl. Soptombor, 1861, Co. K, 22d Uogt. Mass.; 

Corp. ; pro. to dcrgt. 
Alger, Frank, onl. Aiigiii«t, 1802, Co. I, 40lh Hogt. Mam. 
Alger, William ()., cnl. AiigiiM, 1802, Co. 1, 'fOtli llogt. Mass. 
Algor, Mjron K., onl. May, 1861, Co. C, 20tli Rogt. Mass. 
Itraiiianl, Daviil II., onl. AiigiisU 1802, Co. I, 40ili Regt. Mam. 
Itartlctt, Samuol D., cnl. August, I8C2, Co. I, 40th Rogt. Mass. 
HatcH, Iftnnu H., cnl. August, 1802, Co. C, 29th Kcgt. Ma^s. 
Colwoll, liidgar R., cnl. August, 1802, Co. I, 40lh Regt. Mass. 
Curtis, Jauicd F., enl. August, 1862, Co. J, 40th Rogt. Mass. 
Callahan, Timothy, enl. August, 1861, Co. E, 10th Rogf. Mass. 
Callahan, Dennis, cnl. August, 1801, Co. E, 10th Regt. Msss. 
Cunningham, Patrick, enl. Mny, 1801, Co. K, 0th Regt. Mass. 
Cunningham, Roger, cnl. May, 1861, Co. K, 29th Regt. Mass. 
Cooper, James F., enl. May, 1861, Co. C, 20th Regt. Mnss. 
Churchill, Rodney, cnl. May, 1801, Co. C, 20th Regt. Mass.; 

difloh. 
Dunhar, Lucius E., onl. August, IRri'i, Co. f, 40th Regt. Mass. 
Dunbar, Horace P., enl. August, 1802, Co. I, 40th Regt. Mass. 
Dunbar, John D., enl. May, 1801, Co. 11, 2d Regt. Mass.; died 

November, 1801. 
Donovan, Patrick, cnl. Ma}-, 1861, Co. B, 12th Regt. Mnss. 
Doylo, Pcrloy A., onl. May, 1801, Co. R, lUh Rogt. Mnss. 
Dcwyrr, William, oiil. February, 1802, Maine Ilattory. 
Eddy, Curtis, Co. C, 20th RegU Mass. 

Fldridgc, Charles H., enl. June, 1861, Co. 11, 7th Regt. Mass. 
Fiiddcn, James, onl. April, 1861, Co. H, 7th Rogt. Mass. 
Fisher, George W., enl. May, 1861, Co. C, 20th Regt. Mnss. 
Fisher, Timothy Vf,, enl. October, 1801, Co. C,20th Regt. Mats. 
Fish, Oilmore, enl. July, 1801, Co. F, 18th Rogt. Mass. 
Folsom, Ilonry M., onl. May, 1801, C^o. i% 20th Rogt Mass. 
(lalliiglier, James P., enl. Juno, ISOI, Co. G, 7th Regt. Mass. 



1 Furnished by Hon. James Howard. 
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Gould, Samuel D., onl. September, 18A1, Co. K, 20th llogt. Mesi. 
Gould, John, enl. Soptembor, 1801, Co. K, 20tli Rogt. MfU8. 
Gorey, Mark, enl. August, 1801, Co. B, 10th Regt. M«u. 
GRmmoni, Sanford, enl. Co. II, 7tb Regt. Maia. 
Grinin, John, onl. Co. II, 7lh Uogt. Mium. 
Geary, John, enl. Maroh, 1802, Cabot'i battery. 
Howard, Everett F., enl. Maroh, 1802, Co. U, 7th Regt MaM. 
Howard, Nicholaa P., enl. January; 1802, Co. B, lit Regt Mass. 
Hay ward, Lyman B., enl. Gotober, 1801, Co. C, 20th Regt. Mass. 
Holbrook, Ellis R., enl. September, 1801, Co. C, 24th Regt. Mass. 
Hayden, Charles H., enl. May, 1801, Co. C, 20th Regt. Mass. 
Holmes, John A., enl. May, 1801, Co. C, 20th Regt. Mass. 
Jofselyn, Caleb H., enl. Co. 1, 1st Cav.; must, out Oct. 10, 1801. 
Jsckson, Andrew, enl. April, 1801, Co. F, 12th Regt. Mass. 
Jacobs, James, onl. July, 1802, ('o. C, 20th llogt. Mass. 
Jennings, William H., enl. August, 1802, Cu. I, 40th Regt. 

Mass. 
Kingman, Hector 0., enl. Maroh, 1802, Co. B, 12th Regt. Mass. 
Kane, David, enl. July, 1802, Co. F, .SOth Regt. Mass. 
Lowe, John W., enl. June, 1801, Co. H, 7th Regt. Mass. 
Lindsey, Wesley D., enl. August, 1802, Co. I, 40th Rogt. Mass. 
Lothrup, Francis, enl. Novombor, 1K0I, Co. K, 20th Rogt. 

Mass. 
Leonard, James H., enl. May, 1801, Co. C, 20th Regt. Mass. 
Leonard, Nahum, .Fr., enl. August, 1802, Co. I, 40th RegL 

Mass. ; pro. to capt. 
Lothrop, Asel, enl. August, 1802, Co. I, 40th Regt. Mass. 
Linnolian, William A., enl. April, 1801, Co. K, 0th Rogt. Mass. 
Morse, Ooorgo H.,onl. May, 1801, Cu. C, 20th Rogt. Mass. 
Morse, Charles T., enl. August, 1802, <'o. T, 40tli Rogt. Muss. 
Mason, Thomas, enl. August, 1802, (*o. K, 41st Regt. Mass. 
Millclt, John A., onl. August, 1802, Cu. I, 4Uth Rugt. Mitss. 
MeMurphy, Michael, enl. August, 1802; not assigned. 
Parker, Chiirlos U., enl. August, 1802, Cu. 1, 40ili Uvj^t. Muss. 
Packard, Bdward B., enl. May, 1801, Co. C, 20th Regt. Mass. 
Packard, Francis S., enl. Co. H, 7th Regt. Mass. 
Perkins, Andrew W., enl. August, 1802, Co. I, 40th Regt. Mass. 
Quinley, Henry, enl. Co. II, 7tli Ro^t. Mass. 
Rohan, Kdward F., onl. May, 1801, Co. C, 20th Rogt. Mass. 
Rideoul, Luke, onl. Co. K, ]8lh Rugt. Mass. 
Riploy, Henry W., enl. Co. I, 12lli RugL Mass. 
O'Rouke, Peter, enl. August, 1801, Co. U, 10th Rogt. Mass. 
Stanley, William J., enl. July, 1802, Co. C, 20th Regt. Mass. 
Sullivan, Jeremiah, enl. 24th Regt. Mass. 
Thompson, Thomas, enl. 2d Regt. Mass. 

Tinklmm, David W., enl. August, 1802, Co.I,40lh Regt. Mass. 
Turner, Charles II., enl. May, 1801, Co. C, 20th Regt. Mass. 
Thayer, Iliram, enl. Septombor, 1801, Co. K, 1st Cav. Mass. 
Tucker, Rosooe, enl. Outubor, 1801, Co. I, Ist Cav. Mass. 
Welch, William, enl. Co. K, 1st Cav. Mass. 
White, James B., enl. Muy, 1801, Co. C, 20th RegL Mass. 
White, Herbert 0., enl. September, 1801, Co. C, 20th Regt 

Mass. 
Williams, Cyrus L., enl. December, 1801, Co. C, 20th Regt. 

Mass. 
Williams, Peres, enl. August, 1802, Co. I, 40th Regt. Mass. 
Williams, Edward, enl. May, 1801, Co. C, 20th Regt Mass. 
Withington, Elijah, enl. Co. F, 7th Regt. Mass. 
Withington, Henry, enl. Co. B, 7th Regt. Mass. 
Kelliher, John, enl. July, 1801, Co. F, 20th Regt Mass. 
Churohill, Charles B., enl. December, 1803, Co. D, 58lh Regt. 

Mass. 
Hay ward, Linus B., enl. December, 1803, Co. D, 58th Regt 

Mass. 
Howard, Bustaco, enl. December, 1803, Co. D, 68th Rogt. Mass. 
Hall, Josias, enl. Deoember, 1803, Co. D, 68th Rogt. Mass. 



Bartlott, Horace, enl. Deoember, 180.% Co. D, 68th llogt 

Mass. 
Fobes, Charles E., enl. Deoember, 1803, Co. D, 68th Regt 

Mass. 
Colwell, John Kdward, eul. Dooombor, 180:i, Co. 1), 68th llogt 

Mass. 
Howard, Sewall P., enl. Deoember, 1808, Co. D, 68th Regt 

Mass. 
Jones, lioonard, enl. December, 1803, Co. D, 68th Regt Mass. 
Jones, Charles L., enl. Deoember, 1803, Co. D, 68th Regt. Mass. 
Gray, Alonxo C, enl. December, 1803, Co. D, 58th Rogt Mass. 
Packard, Emory, enl. Decombor, 180.3, Co. I), 68th Regt. Mass. 
Cushing, Frederick, enl. December, 1803, Co. D, 68th Regt. 

Moss. 
Dunbar, (loorgo, onl. 1804. 
Bartlott, Ansel T., enl. 1804. 
Lothrop. Waldo P., enl. 1804. 
Ashport, Lemuel A. (colored), enl. 1804. 
Talbot, Jacob (colored), enl. 1804. 
Coftin, Alvin It, enl. 1804 ; must. 2d Rogt. Mass. 
Pasco, James M., unl. 1804. 
Luuibort, Richard C, unl. 1801. 
Dorgan, Patrick, onl. 1804. 
Morey, William L., enl. 1804. 
Shipman, John, onl. September, 1802; wounded and disch.; 

enl. again February, 1804. 
Whitman, Joseph M., enl. 1802, months, Co. K, Sd Regt 

Moss. 
Kane, John, c^il. March, 1803, luunths, Co. K, M llugt 

Matw. 
Aldon, liiiciiis F., unl. Ki^ptumbcr, 1802, uiunlhs, t!u. K, 3d 

llvgl. ftlosH. 
Bartlett Kzckiel It, enl. September, 1802, months, Co. K, 3d 

Ro}{t. MuMH. 

Caldwell, Melvin, enl. September, 1802, munths, Co. K, 3d 

Regt. Mass. 
Colwell, Charles H., enl. September, 1802, months, Co. K, 3d 

Rugt Mn.Hi(. 
Cohvoll, (juorgo, oiil. Suplcmbor, IS02, nionlhs, Co. K, 3d 

Regt M:i«iM. 
Copcland, John, onl. Soptumbur, 1802, months, t/O. K, .1d 

Regt. Mass. 
Copoland, Ezra S., enl. September, 1802, months, Co. K, 3d 

Regt. Mass. 
Freeman, Josephus L., enl. Soptembor, 1802, months, Co. K, 

3il Regt Mium. 
French, Albert W., enl. September, 1802, months, Co. K, 3d 

Rogt Moss. 
French, George II., enl. September, 1802, months, Co. K, 3d 

Rogt Mass. 
Frycs, James, enl. September, 1802, months, Co. K, 3d Regt 

Mass. 
Hancock, Elijah, onl. September, 1802, months, Co. K, 3d 

Regt. Mass. 
Mitchell, Henry M., enl. September, 1802, months, Co. K, 3d 

Regt Mass. 
O'Neil, John, enl. September, 1802, months, Co. K, 3d Regt 

Mass. 
Packard, Bradford, enl. September, 1802, months, Co. K, 3d 

Regt. Mass. 
Ripley, Thomas P., enl. September, 1802, months, Co. K, 3d 

Rogt Mass. 
Shaw, Asa F., enl. September, 1802. 
Shaw, George T. 
Washburn, Seldon M. 
Bnokman, Hiram II., enl. Co. C, 20th Regt. 
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SKAMKN IN NAVAli 8KRVICK. 

llowAril, (ilc(»rj;o ])., ml. Aiij^nsty 1801, f;iinl»ont ''Oomabok." 
Storenson, llomcoy enl. Ootobor, 1801, gunboat "Minnesota." 
Ryan, James, enl. June, 1801, frignte " Potomac.*' 
Withington, George, enl. frignte ** Colorado." 
Daggett, ThoniiiA, enl. gunboat " Penobscot." 
Rnrgninc, Kdmnml. 

Soldiers' Monument. — Soon uftcr the cl<mc of tlic 
war a movement was started for the purpose of erect- 
ing a suitable memorial in honor of those citizens who 
had fallen in that struggle, and on Nov. 7, 18G5, a 
meeting of the citizens was called to consider the 
feasibility of forming a monument association. The 
association was organized Dec. 4, 18G5, with the fol- 
lowing oilicers : President, Pardon Copcland ; Vice- 
Presidents, Caleb Co|)eland, Jr., Shepherd L. Pratt, 
Nalium Snell, Francis E. Howard, George D. Ryder ; 
Secretary, (jlcorge Copcland; Treasurer, Benjamin 
Howard. 

Immediately after the organization subscription 
papers were circnlated throughout the town, and 
March a, 18GG, $1215.50 had been raised. This was 
subscquenlly enlarged by a gill of f 100 from Mr. 
Oe<»rge I). Ryder, also f 100 from Otis Drnry, and 
$50 from Azel Howard, and Dec. 31, 18GG, the fund 
amounted to $2040. For more than ten years the 
project slumbered, the fund, however, remaining on 
interest, and Nov. 28, 1877, amounted to $33G4.4G. 
Active steps were then taken toward the coiisumnia- 
tion of the pnjiTt, and a contrattt was c1os<m1 for the 
conKlruction of the monument with Messrs. Thomas 
A Owens, of Quiiiey. 

The monument is a beautiful piece of work, thirty- 
five feet high, weighs seventy tons, and cost nearly 
thirty-five hundred dollars. The bottom-base, plat- 
form, second base, die, and cap are of Quincy granite, 
the remainder being granite from Clark*s Island, Mo. 
The bottom-base is a large stone seven feet by two feet 
six inches high. 

The second base is five feet six inches square, by 

two feet and one inch in height, and is neatly molded. 

Upon it rests a polished die inscribed, on the north 

face, as follows : 

" Krcctcil 

by the 

Citixcns of Tbis Town 

In memory of 

Her Sons Who Lost Their Liros 

Defending the Oovernmont 

During the 

War of 1801-05. 



TiCt Us Have Peace. 

1879." 



Upon the east side are cut the following names : 
Capt. John Ripley, Myron E. Algier, Timothy Calla- 



han, Edgar E. ColwelK George Colwcll, Melvin Col- 
wcU, Martin Cunningham, William Dewyre, John B. 
Dunbar, Henry M. Folsom, John B. Gould, Charles 
H. Hayden, Lyman E. Hayward, Eustace Howard, 
Nicholas P. Howard. 

West face: J^onard Jones, Hector 0. Kingman, 
Wesley D. Lindscy, Francis Lothrop, Michael Mc- 
Murphy, John Mullen, Charles H. Parker, James 
M. Pasco, Henry Quinley, Asa F. Shaw, James M. 
Stetson, Roscoe Tucker, Charles H. Turner, Elijah 
Withinglon, James E. Jacobs. 

South side: Alvan R. Coffin. 

Above the die is a handsomely-molded cap, upon 
which rests the plinth. The front of the plinth 
bears a cannon cut in relief, draped with a flag ; the 
east side, an anchor and coil of rope ; the west, crossed 
swords and a rifle ; the south, a circular laurel wreath. 
The column-base, column, and cap rest upon the 
plinth, and are handsomely polished and fluted. Sur- 
mounting the whole is an eagle with unfolded wings, 
grasping in its t^ilons a shield. The entire monu- 
ment is beautiful in design, and the citizens of West 
Bridgcwater may justly feel proud of this tribute to 
the memory of their gallant sons who lost their lives 
in the defense of their country. 

The monument was dedicated July 4, 1879, with 
appropriate ceremonies. It was presented to the 
town by Mr. Francis E. Howard in behalf of the 
{LKsoeiiilion, an<l accepted by Mr. Henry Coi)eland, 
chairman of the board of selectmen. Mr. Howard, 
in the course of his remarks, said, — 

" I hardly need remind you that this is saored ground. On 
or near this spot was erected, if not the first, certainly the sec- 
ond and third meeting-houses. Here for more than one hun- 
dred and twenty-five years the people of the ancient town of 
llridgowator (which then incluflod the now enterprising towns 
of llrncklon, Uridgownlor, Ka^t Hridgcwatcr, and West Bridge- 
wntor) wore wont to assemble to worship their Maker acconling 
to the dictates of their consciences and the beauty of holiness. 
Here for ninety years the town-meetings were held. From this 
spot to the tent, where we are soon to assemble to continue these 
exercises, the legal voters of this nncient town were scciistomed 
to meet and array themselves on either side of the street to de- 
cide important questions which tlion ngitntcd the publio mind, 
the liouHo being insunioient to acconnnoilnto them ; nnd to-day, 
after a lapse of two hundrcfl and live years from the time the 
second house of public worship wius hero erected (the firnt one 
of which we have any reliable knowledge), we come to oonse- 
orato this ground anew. Thin monument, with the names and 
inscriptions thereon, will remind us and those who come after 
us of that dark and fearful event in our nation's history known 
as the Rebellion, and will perjietuate the names of those of our 
sons who saorifioed their lives in not only defending our ooun- 
try as a whole, but in sustaining our government that we might 
have peace, without which no nation can be truly prosperous." 

I'he officers of the association at the time of the 
dedication of the monument were : President, Francis 
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E. Howard; Yice-Presidcntfl, George Wilbur and 
JiSdwiird TiHdalo; Secretary, W. II. Jennings; Treau- 
urer, Bonjauiin Howard. 

At wliat la called the (lent re is )ocii(e<l tlie old 
church, soldiers* monuuiont, and Howard Collegiate 
Institute. 

Cochesctt is a small hamlet with two churches — 
Methodist and Baptist — and several manufactories. 

What is known as the Algier district, or Madagas- 
car, as it is sometimes called, is the southwestern 
part. Here is located the iron-foundi'j of James Otis 
Algier. 

Jerusalem is the local name to the northwestern 
part of the town. 
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THE HOWARD FAMILY. 

The name of Howard is another form of Harvard 
or Hereward, and is identiGcd with the most hrilliant 
achievements in various departments of knightly and 
honorahle service in England, and is one of the 
proudest families in that fair land. We extract the 
following early transatlantic history of the family 
from Burke's " Heraldic Register," an English work 
valuable for its learning, research, and accuracy, and 
standard authority in family history. 

" Howard, Duke of Norfolk. — The illustrious 
House of Norfolk derives in the male line from Wil- 
liam Howard, * a learned and reverend judge,* of the 
reign of Edward I., and with him the authentic 
pedigree commences. Dugdale sought in vain amid 
the mists of remote ages for a clue to the family's 
earlier origin. The alliance of the judge's descend- 
ant. Sir Robert Howard, knight, with Margaret, elder 
daughter of Thomas de Mowbray, duke of Norfolk, 
was the source whence flowed to after generations 
*all the blood of all the Howards.' Margaret de 
Mowbray was great granddaughter and heiress of 
Thomas Plantagenet, surnamed De Brotherton, eldest 
son of King Edward I., by Margaret, his second 
wife, daughter of Philip the Hardy of France. This 
great alliance may be regarded as the foundation- 
stone on which was erected the subsequent grandeur 
of the House of Norfolk ; but the brilliant halo 
which encircles tlie coronet of the Howards owes its 
splendor to the heroic achievements of the successive 
chiefs, on whom its honors devolved. John Howard, 
duke of Norfolk, fell at Bosworth, manfully adhering 
to Richard III. ; his son, the earl of Surrey, was the 



hero of Flodden, and the latter*B grandson is ever 
memorable as the fiivt poet of his age, — 

^*Tlio );unUo Biirruy luvotl liU lyru; 

Who liiut nut li«)nril ul* Siirroy'H riiiiio)' 
11 in witf iho lioro'H muuI of liru, 

And bis the bard's immortal nttme. 

" In more recent times the hereditary gallantry of 
the race continued to shine conspicuously forth, and 
to a Howard was reserved the honor of overthrowing 
the mighty power of Spain, and crushing the * in- 
vincible' Armada. In point of mere antiquity there 
are several nobles who far exceed the Howards; but 
what family pervades all our national annals with such 
frequent mention, and often involved in circumstances 
of such intense interest. As her«>es, poets, poliiittianM, 
courtiers, patrons of literature, State victims to tyranny 
and feudal chiefs, they have laieii (Mnistanily before 
us for four centuries. ' In the drama of life,' says an 
eloquent writer, ^ they have exhibited every variety 
of character, good and bad ; and a tale of their vices, 
as well as of their virtues, is full of instruction, and 
would excite anxious sympathy or indignant censure. 
No story of ronnincc or tragic drama can exhibit 
more incidents to enhance attention or move the heart 
than would a com|ireliensive aix^nint of this house, 
written with el(M|uence and pathos.' On their es- 
cutcheon is the motto * Sola virtus invicta.* " 

John Howard, the first American ancestor of the 
Howards in Plymouth County, came from England 
and settled in Duxbury prior to 1643. He came to 
West Bridgewater in 1651, and was one of its pro- 
prietors and original settlers. He took the oath of 
fidelity here in 1657; was one of the first military 
officers in Bridgewater, and died in 1700. His de- 
scendants still own and live on the place where he 
first settled ; he always wrote his name Ilaward, and 
so did his descendants till after 1700, and the early 
town records are conformable to this spelling; but for 
the last century it has invariably been written Howard. 
His children were John^ James, Jonathan, Eliz;ibeth, 
Sarah, Bethiah, Ephraim. 

He kept the first ^* ordinary" or public-house in the 
town, and was a man of great strength of character, 
possessing much infinenco in the colony. None of the 
early settlers of Bridgewater has left more tangible 
results of his existence, nor more descendants ; and if 
he were permitted to visit the scenes among which his 
mature life was passed he would find nothing in the 
conduct, character, or worth of many of those who 
have borne his name for two centuries, that the grand 
old Puritan would severely criticise, and niueli in 
which he could take just pride. 

Oai*t. Ukn.iamin Hkal Howauh, son of (/ol. Ed- 
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ivard and Abigail Howard, was born on the ancestral 
Imnio, ill l^ridgcwalor (now West Rrid«j;owaU»r), Mass., 
March 2, 1788. The line of descent is John *, John*, 
IMaj. Edward^, Col. Edward*, Benjamin B.* Passing 
his early life as a farmer, he diligently availed him- 
self of the educational advantages of the district 
s(;liools of that day, and was the fifth generation of 
the family to own and occupy the land on which his 
^reat-^roat-^rnndfathcr had csUiblishcd his inn. IIo 
was its last landlord, for the necessity for its existence 
ceased with the advent of railroads, and the old house 
was d(>stroyed in 1838. Each of his ancestors were 
conspicuous in the local and military affairs of the 
town, and filled their part well, and Benjamin was a 
true dcH(U.Midant of that Puritan stock, lie was cap- 
tain of a company of militia, but not called into 
active service. lie was a successful farmer, and 
prominent in his native town as a business man, and 
held various responsible positions, but for his active 
and vigorous nature the (piiet life of a farmer did not 
aflord suOicient scopo, and, about I8!(7, he romovod 
his business to New Bedford, where he became largely 
connected with whaling, owning an interest in, and 
acting as agent for, numerous vessels fitted out for 
the whaling industry in the Indian and Pacific Oceans. 
He was prospered, and amassed wealth, lie kept his 
real estate in West Bridgewater until 18GU, when he 
sold it to his son, Francis E., and always clHiinc<l the 
right f»f .sullVage here, although residing «t Now Hod- 
ford during the last fifteen years of his life, and dying 
there April 3, 18()7. He was a director of several 
important corporations of New Bedford, and at the 
time of his deiith was president of the New Bedford 
Flouring Mills. In the numerous railroad and manu- 
facturing enterprises in which he was so largely in- 
terested for the few years previous to his death, his 
buisness ability was greatly appreciated and his cool, 
dispassionate judgment often sought. 

He was four times married. First, in 1810, to 
Olive, daughter of Gamaliel and Olive Howard. 
Their children were Lucy (Mrs. Thomas Ames), 
A7aA^ Ueiijamin, Edward, and Francis E. Mrs. 
Olive Howard died in January, 1826, and Capt. 
Howard married, in 1827, Susan Mitchell. Their 
children were Susan E. and Olivia (Mrs. Dana B. 
Humphrey). His third wife was Mrs. Jane l>. Tay- 
lor, of New Bedford, and his fourth, Mrs. Harriet 
M., widow of John E. Howard, ICsq., of West 
Bridgewater, who survives him. (yapt. Howard was 
a remarkable man. lie was simple in his tastes, of 
great fitrce of character, strong and resolute will, in- 
domitable energy, and firndy fixed in his opinions, 
and did not willingly brook opposition. In his likes 



and dislikes he was equally decided, but his judgments 
were based upon what he considered the real worth 
of any one, without reference to his station or con- 
dition. He was a Unitarian in his religious con- 
victions. He used few words, but these expressed 
much. In business he exhibited sagacity, a breadth 
of view, a watchful regard to details, and an un- 
swerving fidelity to every engagement. Ho had no 
confidants, kept his affairs wholly to himself, and his 
son says that he has often heard him say that no loss 
of property he ever met with, however heavy (once 
he lost twenty thousand dollars in one day by fire, 
uninsured), caused him to lose one bourns sleep. He 
was a zealous friend, a vigorous enemy. He was 
prompt in decision, resolute in action, fearless, inde- 
pendent, and outspoken In his views on all subjects, 
and cared not whether the community agreed or dis- 
agreed with him. One or two anecdotes will show 
some characteristic traits. In 1846, just before the 
building of the Old Colony Railroad from Boston to 
Fall River, there was a diversity of opinion regard- 
ing its route through this immediate section. Capt. 
Howard strongly favored a direct line from Campello 
to Bridgewater. This would have brought it near 
the centre of West Bridgewater. East Bridgewater 
wished to secure a route through their town. The 
railroad corporation compromised the matter by lo- 
cating th(* road in its present line, and saw its error 
\s\\vM too ]at43 to rectify it without an enormous ex- 
penditure. The wear and tear of engines, cars, and 
road-bed on the curves, which would have been 
avoided by a direct line, amounts to a large sum an- 
nually. Corporations, like men, are sometimes too 
narrow-minded for their pecuniary interests, and this 
one man, Capt. Howard, had better vision than the 
cor])oration. Once, while serving on a jury, Capt. 
Howard found himself, with one other, opposed to 
the ten remaining jurymen. The other man at last 
agreed with the ten, and although Capt. Howard 
could not see the justice of their opinion, and gave 
his reasons, he did not stand out, and the verdict was 
rendered in accordance with their ideas. Some time 
after, possibly years, one of the t^sn jurymen met him, 
and, recalling the matter, said that the results had 
fully justified Capt. Howard's opinion when on th<* 
jury. Another instance where his shrewdness quieted 
an agitation of great proportions in the town will be 
in place here. About 1850 the town was much ex- 
cited and divided over a place to hold town-meetings, 
which had previously been held in the First Congre- 
gational Church. The parish had just repaired and 
refitted the church, making a vestry, and asked an in- 
oresiscd compensation for its use. The townsmen out- 
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side the parish refused to agree to pay the price. 
Capt. Howard belonged to the parish and advocated 
the payment The town seemed arrayed against the 
parish, and the strife waxed hot. After several town- 
meetings in which nothing was accomplitthed, another 
was called and Capt. Howard, the heaviest tax-payer, 
arose and proposed the building of a very expensive 
town hall with marble steps. As thb would largely 
increase the tax the people at once settled the matter 
by hiring the vestry, where the town-meetings have 
since been held. 

Capt Howard was, as before mentioned, very reti- 
cent, and when in his will were found bequests for 
the benefit of his town, amounting to one hundred 
and two thousand dollars, it was evident that his 
mind had, for a long time, been fixed upon this, for 
once on the death of a friend and neighbor, he re- 
marked that the deceased should have led a fund for 
a school, and also one for the benefit of the religious 
society upon whose services he had been so long 
attendant, and it is interesting to note that both of 
the objects to which he thought his friend should 
have bequeathed money wore generously remembered 
in his will, yet none knew what ho had done until 
after his death. His bequests were as follows : To 
the town of West Bridgcwater eighty thousand dol- 
lars, the income of which is to be used for the 
'* establishment and support of a high school or sem- 
inary of learning, to be called the Howard School ;*' 
twenty thousand dollars to the First Congrega- 
tional Society of this town, to be called the Howard 
Parochial Fund, the income of which is to be ap- 
plied to the support of Unitarian or liberal preach- 
ing; two thousand dollars, the income of which is 
to be applied to scientific lectures in town, provided 
there be an annual addition of one hundred dollars, 
otherwise to bo added to the school or parochial 
fund. 

The unpretentious character of these munificent 
gifts was in keeping with the whole life-work of 
Capt Howard. No sounding of trumpets or vaunt 
ings of what he had done or was going to do were 
evei; sent abroad, but his deeds of charity were done 
unostentatiously and generously. His memory is 
reverenced and cherished in the hctirts of a grateful 
community, and his deeds will cause other souls 
through many years to emulate his noble cxauiple, 
and thus, " although dead, he yet speaketli ;*' and 
when generation after generation shall have passed 
away, and this good year of grace have become one 
of the dates of antiquity, may there not be wanting 
happy voices of children enjoying the educational 
advantages of** Howard Collegiate institute,*' to bless 



tho wise and fatherly care of the benefactor who was 
mindful of them before their lives began. 

Francis E. Howard, son of Capt Benjamin 11. 
and Olive (Howard) Howard, was iNirii in West 
Bridgcwater, on the old Howard homestead, May 14, 
1825. He was educated at the town schools of West 
Bridgcwater in all the branches of a thorough com- 
mon-school education. He became a farmer, and in 
1847 moved to his present residence, then owned by 
his father, and which he afterwards purchased, lie 
married Nov. 25, 1852, Mary K., daughter of Pliny 
and Pully (Kingman) llayward. Tlioir only child 
attaining maturity was Edith F., who still resides 
with her father. Mrs. Mary K. Howard died June 
2, 1857, and Oct 5, 1858, Mr. Howard married his 
present wife, Elizabeth B., daughter of Simeon and 
Sibel (Fobes) Tayh»r. 

Funnerly a Whig in politics, Mr. Howard was the 
first man in his town to put his name to a pa})or as 
an adherent of the Republican party, just then in 
formation. This was in 1854, and nowhere has it 
had a more fearless, zealous, or intelligent supporter. 
He has served eight years on the school committee, 
six years as selectman, two years chairman of the 
board, was appointed in 1870 United States assistant 
marshal for taking the census. He was representa- 
tive from West Bridgcwater and Brockton to the 
lower House of the State Legislature in 1882, and in 
all of his official relations has shown himself modest and 
unassuuiing, possessing sound common sense, ability, 
and storling integrity. He has watclied closely tho 
interests of his constituents, and dischargeil his 
duties acc(»ptably to his town. He is a member of 
the First Congregational (Unitarian) Church, West 
Bridgcwater, was its treasurer for fit\een years, 
and for thirteen years member of the elective com- 
mittee of Plymouth and Bay Unitarian Conference. 

Mr. Howard is descended from ancestors possessing 
more than ordinary power, both in brain and muscle. 
lUlph Waldo Emerson affirmed that man was what 
the mother makes him, yet much of truth as there 
undoubtedly is in that statement, it does not express 
the whole. Bygone generations as well are con- 
cerned in the building of the man. Physical pecu- 
liarities, characteristic traits, and mental tendencies 
have been transmitted to him by his ancestors. Tho 
nuble and godly fathers of IMyniouth Colony believed 
that in improving their own intellectual powers, and 
elevating their own moral nature by watchful self- 
discipline, they were not merely benefiting themselves, 
but improving the mental and moral constitution which 
their descendants for generations should receive from 
them. Tilts sublime faith wais founded in fact, and 
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Mr. Howard, although an opulent New England 
farmer, is not an exception to the rule. The energy 
of past generations is his also. William Cullen Bry- 
ant asserted that he received the gift of poetry from 
his great grandfather, Dr. Abicl Howard (a West 
Bridgewater Howard and kinsman of Francis E.). 
This gid was also possessed by the Earl of Surrey, a 
Howard on the other side of the Atlantic. Another 
Doted Howard was John Howard, the philanthropist, 
whose name excites admiration and reverence through- 
out Christendom. The family is bold, aggressive, 
out-spoken everywhere. So Mr. Howard is not 
merely a farmer. He reads, travels, studies, and 
thinks. He is an intense radical in support of every- 
thing tending to improve, develop, and advaiict; the 
best elements of society. He is in favor uf higher 
education, and as treasurer of Howard Collegiate In- 
stitute ably assists in carrying out the munificent 
educational plan of his father. Frank and courteous 
in his intercourse with all, and as honest us the day 
is long, he is one whom it is a pleasure to know. Ho 
holds advanced opinions on all subjects, and supports 
them ably and pungently by voice and pen. He 
would have filled a pulpit with ability, had circum- 
stances drawn him in that direction, for he is a born 
theologian, and many of his newspaper articles are 
well-written sermons. In the various fields of busi- 
ness, agriculture, and citizenship, Mr. Howard is ac- 
tive, sagacious, and progrcKsivo. Enthusiastic and 
generous, positive in his lik&s and dislikes, a strong 
friend, a kind neighbor, ho is one of tliu host and 
most useful citizens of his town and county, and 
worthily has the esteem and confidence of their lead- 
ing men. 

CuARLKS Edward Howaud, son of Charles and 
Betsey (Wade) Howard, was born in West Bridge- 
watA^r, Mnrcli 7, 1 820, and wan a lineal descendant, 
in the sixth generation, from John Howard, the emi- 
grant. The line is Jolin^ John', Maj. Edward', 
Col. Edward «, Cllurles^ Charles E.* His (uther, 
Charles, born in 1790, was a younger brother of 
Capt. Benjamin B. Howard. He was a farmer, and 
also ran a shingle-mill during the winter. He was 
an active, diligent man, enjoying the esteem and con- 
fidence of the community. He died in February, 
1860, aged seventy years. His children were Charles 
E., Henry, William, George, and Louisa (Mrs. Ho- 
ratio L. Washburn). 

Charles received a common-school education. He 
learncil the car])enter'H trade, and worked at it many 
years. As early as 1855 his attention was attracted 
towards shoe manufacturing as a lucrative bumness, 
and, in company with Horatio L. Washburn (his 



brother-in-law), and Benjamin Howard, he formed 
the copartnerships of C. E. Howard & Co. and How- 
ard, Washburn & Co., and engaged in manufacturing 
in West Bridgewater. Afler continuing four years, 
the firm dissolved, Mr. Washburn succeeding to and 
carrying on the business at the old stand, and Mr. 
Howard removing to the east part of the town, where 
he began manufacturing alone, and was very success- 
ful. From 1859 until his death he kept in business 
either alone or in company with others, part of the 
time carrying on two shops, and employing a large 
number of men, making use of steam power, which 
he was the first to introduce in this section. He 
traveled extensively through the South and West for 
the development of his trade, which his efforts and 
ability largely increased. In connection with his 
shoe business, during the last few years of his life, he 
was connected with Timothy Reed, of East Bridge- 
water, in manufacturing Reed & Packard's patent 
self-feeding eyelet machines. 

Mr. Howard married, Oct. 25, 1843, Nancy J. 
Lothrop. (The Lothrops are of English ancestry, 
and well known in New England history. The name 
is derived from the parish of Lowthorpe, in the East 
Riding of York.) Their children were Alinda W. 
and Eleanor W. Mr. Howard died April 5, 1864, 
aged forty- four years. By his early death the town 
lost one of its ablest business men, who gave fair 
promise of extended usefulness. Quick, energetic, 
and decisive, it did not take him long to grasp the 
rcHulls of any course of action, and ho was largely 
successful in his affairs. He was generous and kind- 
hearted, and as an employer was loved by the numer- 
ous persons in his service. He interested himself in 
their welfare, and voluntarily assisted them whenever 
it was poenible so to do. Broad and liberal in his 
views, he was n Universalist in religious faith, and 
also an active member of the Masonic order. He 
was Whig and Republican in political belief, but, al- 
though giving freely of his time to his party, and fre- 
quently urged by his friends, could never be induced 
to take official positions. His business demanded his 
time, and he would not leave it. His character in 
many ways resembled that of Abraham Lincoln, 
whom he was said by some to personally resemble. 
A business man of more than ordinary ability, a good 
citizen, a strong friend, a loving husband and father, 
his memory is strongly and tenderly cherished in the 
hearts of many who prized him for his unostentatious 
worth. 

James Howard, son of Uriel and Lucy (Coving- 
ton) Howard, was born in West Bridgewater, Sept. 
11, 181 G, in the same house where his father was 
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born and where he now resides. He is a descendant 
in the sixtli generation from John Howard, the emi- 
grant, — the line being John\ Epiiruiui', Duvid', 
Eliakim', Uriel', Janieb*. Kphraiin', son of John*, 
married Mary, daughter of llev. Jaiues Keith, who 
was the first minister in Bridgewater, and possessed 
of all the characteristics of his Scotch ancestry. 
" Mary's father did not approve of the match ; not- 
withstanding which the lovers were united. The 
displeased clergyman preached a scrmom, appropriate 
to the occasion and to his feelings, from the following 
text : * Ephraim is joined to idols : let him alone.* 
(Hos. iv. 17.) As time rolled on, Parson Keith be- 
came reconciled to his son-in-hiw, and learned to love 
and respect him. The parson then preached another 
sermon, and took for his text : * Is Ephraim my dear 
son? is he a pleasant child? for since I spake 
against him, T do earnest ly renionibcr him still ; there- 
fore my bowels are troubled for him : I will surely 
have mercy upon him, saith the Lord.* (Jer. xxxi. 
20.)*' The children of Ephraim and Mary (Keith) 
Howard were Jane, Susunna, Martha, Ephraim, 
Daniel, David, Silence, Mary. They lived near where 
Horatio Howard now (1884) resides. David', born 
1703, married Bethiah Leonard, of Taunton, and had 
David, Phebe, Simoon, Bcthiuh, FAinlcim, Mury, and 
Catherine. Eliakim', bom 1739, married Mary 
Howard, and built the house where his grandson, 
James, now lives. Eliakim was a captain of militia, 
a prominent man in the affairs of the town. He was 
town clerk and treasurer of Old Bridgewater from 
1779 to 1822,— nearly half a century. When the 
town was divided, he resigned the offioe he liad so 
worthily held. He owned the site now occupied by 
Oliver Ames* works, and had a grist-mill, which was 
on the same spot where Deacon Samuel Edson erected 
the first mill in town. He was also a farmer, owning 
over one hundred acres of land. He was a quick, 
resolute, and active man; short, thick-set, with a 
sharp-toned voice, yet social and kind-hearted, posi- 
tive, and of unfiinching integrity. He died Jan. 31, 
1827. His children were Silvia, Eliakim, Keziah, 
Molly, Simeon, Martha, Alpheus, Susanna, Sarah, 
John, Uriel. Uriel*, born Dec. 29, 1781, married 
Lucy, daughter of Thomas Covington, of Plymouth, 
1815. Their children were James, Lucy (Mrs. 
Charles A. Dunham), Isaac (deceased), EIniina 
(Mrs. Edward W. Cobb), and Everett F., who lives 
in Brockton. Uriel, in early life, ran a curding ma- 
chine, where the shovel-works of 0. Ames k Sons is 
located. His health being impaired, he became a 
farmer in later life. He died Jan. 4, 1870, aged 
eighty-eight years, having lived to a greater age than 



many strong men who commonocd life when he did. 
As a oitixcn he was highly rcspoet(Hl ; he was a mem- 
ber of the First Congregational (Unitarian) Church 
for very many years, and his life wan ominontly immicc- 
ful and Christian. 

James* was educated at the common schools. 
After leaving school he began teaching in the town 
of Rochester, Mass., and continued teaching for eleven 
years, some part of the year assisting his father in the 
furm-work during the summer, lie married, first, 
Aug. 18, 1844, Sarah Jane, daughter of Ansel and 
Mary (Howard) Alger, of Etiston. They had three 
children, — Albert (married Sarah E. Howard, lives in 
Oreeley, Col., and has three children ; he owns and 
carries on a milk-ranch, from which he supplies most 
of the city with milk) ; Mary L. (married George 
W. Allen, of East Bridgewater ; they havi; two chil- 
dren), and Alice Covington (died, uged twenty). 
Mrs. Sarah J. Howard died June 18, 1856. Mr. 
Howard married second, Feb. 9, 1857, Frances A., 
doughtcr of David K. Clarke, of New Boston, N. H. ; 
they have had three children, — Joseph Clarke, who 
att^Mided Hridgcwutcr Academy, and .spent thriM; years 
in Amherst Agricultural College ; George litimsey, 
died in infancy ; and Williuui ffamcK, who is in 
Brockton, studying civil engineering. 

Mr. Howard has been honored with m^ny oflicial 
positions. He was commissioned justice of the peace 
in 1864, and has held the office to the present time ; 
he was one of the special commissioners of the county 
for three years. He was town clerk fuurteen years, 
and served as chairman of the selectmen eiixhtoen 
years, including overseer of the poor nnd assessor; 
he has also been treasurer and collector, and held 
minor offices. He was elected to represent the Sec- 
ond Senatorial District of Plymouth County in the 
State Legislature of 1865 ; held the office of United 
States Deputy Collector of Internal Revenue for six 
years, and was appointed deputy provost -nnirshid in 
1 862, and served during the war. [le has also done 
much business in drafting deeds, conveyfinces, etc. 
He has been agent for Abington Mutual Fire Insur- 
ance Company And Hingham Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company. In political sentiment he has been Whig, 
Freesoil, and Republican. James Howard has been 
for a long period of years a most luseful citizen. Pleas- 
ant and gracious in his ways, he is a kind neighbor, 
husband and father. A firm and conscientious official, 
he has acquired by long and faithful services the strong- 
est confidence of his townsmen. Economical and pru- 
dent in his own business, he has carried the same 
qualities into his public life, and always has opposed 
vigorously anything savoring of extravagance in the 




/a^-f-i-z^a^ ry/^^eiZi^h'i,^^ 




QyiO-'Z^ir^ ''f^/^^/:^^^^^^)^: 




jy^'<'^,^e'^t. //'/f/ic^i::^^yi'.^^ 




'^^S'/J^-'/r.^y^,-^,,^^ 



^ 



HISTORY OF WEST BRIDGBWATBR. 



929 



ndininiHlntlioii of town iiinttors. llu is n Bnfo coun- 
84!lor, a |»(hmI rcprcsciitiitivc of New Knglaiid's intel- 
ligent farmer, and an honest luan, and worthily stands 
hii^h in public esteem for his hearty co-operation in 
everything tending to the elevation or improvement 
of the community. 



IMllUON AND NATHAN COPKLAND. 

Among the families of old Bridgewater that have 
shown energy, force of character, business acumen, 
and persistent industry, and one that lias impressed 
iteclf on the present era by the perpetuated labors of 
several generations, must be particularly mentioned 
the Copcland family. 

The first American ancestor was Lawrence Cope- 
land, the English emigrant, who came to America in 
early colonial days, settled in Brain tree, married 
Lydia Townsand, and died in 1 G99, at an advanced 
age, — it is said one hunjlred and ten years. His 
son, William*, married Mrs. Mary Webb, daughter of 
John and Uulh Mush (lluth was a daughter of John 
Alden, of I'ilgrim fame). Jonathan', son of William, 
married Betty, daughter of Thomas Sncll, Jr., in 
1723, and settled in West Bridgewater. Joseph* 
married Rebecca, daughter of John Hooper. Among 
their children w:ui Salmon^, born in 170G. He 
marritMl, in 1799, lietty, daughter of Nathan Snoll. 
(Nathan Snell, like all others bearing the name in 
this vicinity, was a lineal descendant of Thomas Snell, 
the English ancestor, who settled in Bridgewater, 
and was the largest landholder in old Bridgewater, 
and otherwise a man of consequence in the town.) 
Mrs. Betty Snell's mother was a Howard. They had 
three children, — Lyman, Pardon, and Nathan. 

These jMHiple have in every generation in the 
]iast been mostly agriculturists, — industrious, careful, 
shrewd individuals, — doing their duties well in the 
unpretentious sphere of life to which they were called. 
Here and there one of the family has drifted into other 
firlds, — prolessional, commercial, or scholastic, — and 
ftliown »ipabilities and powers which have won suc- 
n*sM, but up to the sixth generation this direct line 
have been *^ tillers of the soil." They have always 
been men of good judgment, active temperament, 
broad and liberal in their views, and have performed 
their share of the public matters of the town, and 
generously contributed to the needs of social, public, 
and religious life. 

Pardon Copkland', second son of Salmon and 
Betty (Snell) Copeland, was born in West Bridge- 
water, March 7, 1803, lived on the old homestead, 
69 



married Alice White Ames, of West Bridgowator^ 
daughter of Capt. Abiel Ames, whoso father, John, 
was son of Richard Ames, of Bruton, SomersetBhirc, 
England. John settled in West Bridgewater in 
1640. His only brother, William, settled in Brain- 
tree. 

Mr. Copeland died Jan. 23, 1882. They had 
three sons, — George Ames, Fisher, and Charles 
While. George Ames married Ann Jennette Stet- 
son, of Bridgewater, and has one daughter, Edith 
Stetson ; Fisher married Lucy, daughter of Martin 
Wales, of Stoughton, and has two sons, — Harrie 
Addison and Martin Fisher; Charles White married 
Jennette Orr, daughter of Hon. James H. Mitchell, 
and granddaughter of Judge Nahum Mitchell, of East 
Bridgewater, and has one daughter, Alice Ames. 

Nathan Copkland, third son of Salmon and 
Betty (Suell) Copeland, was born also in West 
Bridgewater, Mass., May 29, 1805, and died April 
20, 1880. 

These brothers were bound together by unusually 
strong ties of congeniality and friendship. During 
their lives they were connected in business, and 
amid the various changes and perplexities which 
must have arisen in those long years, the greatest 
harmony prevailed. They began the manufacture of 
boots and shoes in 1835, in the infancy of that in- 
dustry, which has now attained such enormous pro- 
portions, under the firm-title of P. & N. Coi)eland. 
From comparatively small beginnings they rose in 
strength until their name and manufactures were ex- 
tensively known, and their business acquired great 
magnitude. Through their energetic and skillful 
prosecution of it they amassed wealth, and retired in 
1879. 

They were men of sound, practical judgment. Par- 
don served on school committee, and was one of the 
most active members of the committee to procure the 
soldiers' monument. Both oflen were sent as dele- 
gates to political conventions, — county, district, and 
State. They were fully in accord with the Republi- 
can party, but sought no olSoial positions at its hand, 
although giving it a strong support. TUoy frequently 
represented the Unitarian society, of which they were 
prominent members, in religious conferences, and in all 
these relations, as everywhere else, their influence was 
on the side of good order, good government, and the 
attainment of the highest truth. They were leading 
men, not only in the Unitarian society, but in the 
town ; intelligent, social, genial, just, and generous, 
never refusing to give to a good object, nor to give 
liberally from their abundant means. The church as 
well as the community could rely on their oo-opera- 
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prnppcnty or tlio iichool ; Tor (lic^o m tin ill em t ncUt wo Imvo 
ntiipio cAiifie to clicriuli an«l rovoro htn moinory, but nbovu all 
for bin Inst nnd most gonerous giTt, n, girt wbioh at some future 
time will be inndo available to the trust fund, will bo over be 
hold in the most grateful remcinbrancn. 

•* Rrtolrefi, That those resolutions bo entered on our record- 
book, and a copy urosontcd to Mrs. Drury," 

It RtHMiis well lo roctird licrn lliat in nil tlic f^ciicrous 
and beneficent deeds of Mr. Drury, lie liad tlie Byni- 
patliy and lio^irly eo-opcrulion of IiIh estinmblo wife. 

Several years aj^o Mr. Drury expressed a desire to 
live lon«^ enoiij;li to see the accoinplisliinent of three 
iin|)ortnnt matters in which he was personally inter- 
ested. One was the suit brought, about 1850, by the 
late Cyrus Alger against the Old Colony and Hartford 
and Erie (now New York and New England) Rail- 
road Companies t« recover land damages involving a 
large amount of money. Another was the settlement 
of diflerenccs between the Vermont Central (after- 
wards Central Vermont) and the Vermont and Canada 
ILnilrojid C<nnpanics This matter was in litigation 
over twenty yeai*8, and Mr. Drury was personally as 
well as pecuniarily interested to a large amount. 
Roth those matters were satisfactorily adjusted in 
accordance with his views and feelings during the 
year previous to his death. The third matter was 
the establishment of the ladies* school in the Howard 
Collegiate Institute building, which, as before men- 
tioned, was aceoniplished during his life. 

We give, as a fitting close tA» this tribute to Mr. 
Drury 's memory, the following extract from a letter 
written by Hon. Ellis Ames: 

"I became acquainted with Mr. Drury Jan. 1, 
1833, on the occasion of my going to Boston as rep- 
resentative of West Bridgewater to the General Court, 
and enjoyed his acquaintAnco in Boston four years, 
and have, known him over since. Mr. Drury was 
eminent as a ISoston merchant, of sterling integrity 
in all his business relations, open-hearted, and of 
great decision and force of character, and possessed 
of all that various knowledge that made his mercan- 
tile operations successful, and he deserved an honor- 
able ]»lace in the memories of the long list of his 
friends and admirers." 



AIURZRR ALOEll. 

Thomas* Alger, the first of the name in this coun- 
try, was one of eight men bearing the name of Alger 
who settled in New England during the seventeenth 
century. The exact time of his arrival is not known, 
but it was some time previous to 16G5, as at that 
date wo find him at Taunton, Mass., near the Three- 



Mile lliver, a stream flowing through the eastern part 
of Taunton. On the 14th of November, 1665, he 
married Elizabeth Packard, a daughter of Samuel 
Packard, of Wymondham, England, who, with his 
wife and child, came to America in 1638 in the ship 
" Diligent," settled in Ilingham, then in Bridgewater, 
Mass., where ho died about 1684. Lie had at least 
two children, perhaps more, viz. : Israel and Deliver- 
ance. Israel* Alger was a farmer on the north side 
of the Town Biver, in Bridgewater. He was a man 
of influence and wealth for those days. He married 
Patience, daughter of Nathaniel Hay ward, and grand- 
daughter of Thomas Ilayward, one of the original 
proprietors and first settlers of Bridgewater. Her 
uncle, Hon. Thomas Ilayward, Jr., was a judge of 
the Court of Common Pleas, and one of the Gover- 
nor's assistants. She died before 1730 ; he died 
about 1726. His children were IsraePj Joseph, 
Thomas, Nathaniel, and John. Israel', born 1689, 
married, first, Alice, daughter of Joseph Hayward, 
who died in 1716, leaving a daughter, Patience, three 
years of age, who, after her mother's death, was 
called by her naiiie, Alice. (She married Shepherd 
FiskA, of whom Hon. Ellis Ames, the celebrated 
genealogist, thus writes : ^' Shepherd Fiski, a native 
of old Braintree (now Quincy) was a great-uncle of 
President John Quincy Adams. Mr. Fisk^ gradu- 
ated at Harvard Colh^go in 1721, be(;:inie a Doctor of 
Medicine, and settled as a physician in Killingly, 
Conn., but abandoned the practice of medicine, came to 
Bridgewater, married Alicd Alger in 1732, lived all 
his days in Bridgewater, carried on the business of a 
furnace, was many years one of the selectmen, and 
died June 14, 1779, in the seventy-seventh year of 
his age. I met Hon. Nahum Mitchell one day in 
June, 184!>, who told me he had just returned from 
Washington, and that while there he went into the 
House of lleprcsontativcs and took the seat assigned 
for former members visiting them, and that as he sat 
there President John Quincy Adams came to him 
and inquired for Shepherd Fiske, and said that Shep- 
herd Fiskewas his great-uncle, and that he well knew 
him when he himself was twelve years of age." Dr. 
Fiske was a noted physician, and probably the orig- 
inator of the Alger Furnace.) 

Jsi'oeP married, second (1717), Susanna, daughter 
of William Snow, and had children, — Israel and 
Daniel (1727), and Janics (1729). Susanna dying, 
Mr. Alger married, third (1731), Ilachel, daughter of 
Thomas Wade. James* married (1750) Martha, 
daughter of Jonathan Kingman, and died in 1800. 
He had six children attaining maturity, of whom 
Abiezer was the oldest son. Ahxezer Alger ^, born iii 
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1757, was a farmer and fuundryinan, and a strong, 
positivo man. He was a prominent citizen of the 
town, ohairman of selectmen over twenty years, oflen 
chosen moderator, hold the commishion of justice of the 
peace, was oflen called to settle CHtates, was a valued 
business adviser, and did much clerical and other 
business for the town. Energetic in liis nature, lie 
rarely failed in accomplishing liis purpose, and was a 
good specimen of the old ruritan Ktock. TFo married, 
in 1778, IJepzibah, dau|j;liter of Kbonczcr Keith. 
They had five children attaining maturity, — Cyrus, 
Olive (Mrs. John Reed), Abiezer, Hepsey, and Cor- 
nelia. Mr. Alger died July 31, 1830, aged seventy- 
three, and his wife, Hepzibah, died Feb. 25, 1841, 
aged eighty. 

Abiezkr ALQKa (sixth generation), son of Abie- 
ser and ilcpzibah (Keith) Alger, whose {Mirtrait ac- 
companies this sketch, was born May 21, 1787, in the 
house on the Alger homestead, erected in 1748, and 
which, preserving most of its external appearance, but 
internally remodeled and entirely changed, is now the 
residence of his daughters, Mrs. Julia A. Drury and 
Cornelia Alger. Receiving the educiitional advan- 
tages of the town schools, he early engaged with his 
iather in the foundry, and followed that business many 
years with him. Then he carried it on alone during 
his life, with the exception of a few years in which 
his son, James, was connected with it. It was not a 
large business, but fairly remunerative. In connec- 
tion therewith he owned and worked a farm of a hun- 
dred acres. June 18, 1812, he married Anne Cush- 
ing Gliomas, daughter of Isaac Thomas, of Hanson. 
They had four children attaining maturity, — Julia 
Ann (Mrs. Otis Drury), James (deceased), Lydia 
Thomas (Mrs. Williams Latham), and Cornelia. 

Mr. Alger possessed great vitality, was strong and 
robust, and whatsoever his hand found to do he did it 
with all his might. He found sufficient to occupy 
his energies and time in his perhonal affairs, without 
entering into public life. He was quiet and un- 
demonstrative, but had many warm friends drawn to 
him by his sterling worth and integrity. He died 
March 1, 1863, aged seventy-six years. His wife 
died Sept. 24, 1857, aged seventy-one years. 



KDWAUD TISDALB. 
The name Tisdulc is derived from the rivor Tecs, 
u stream in the north of England. This river is 
skirted by dale lands, and these together form the 
origin of the name. The family bearing the name is 
of old English ancestry. We find them among the 
early families of the Old Colony. 



John Tudale was born in England about the year 
1G00.# In 1G36 he landed in Duxbury, Mass., re- 
maining until 1G50, when he removed to Taunton. 
As early us 1G71, four years before King IMini|i*H 
war, his house was the rendezvous for the English 
troops, when during the war, in 1G75, his house 
was destroyed, and he was murdered by the Indians. 
He married Miss Sarah Walker, who ciuue in the 
bark '^ Elizabeth" from lj<mdon. Their childriMi 
were John, born about 1G12; James, born abnnt 
1644; Joshua, born 1646; Josepk, burn 1656; 
Elizabeth; Mary, 1660; Abigail. 

The above Joseph married Mary Ijeonard in Au- 
gust, 1681. Their children were Josejth^ Jr., born 
1682; Elkanah, born 1()84 ; Mary, born 1686; 
Hannah, born 1688; Sarah, born 1690; Abigail, 
born 16J2; Elizabeth, born 16i)l. 

Capt. Joseph TUdah^ Jr., married Ruth Reed, 
March 13, 1706. Their children were Joseph, born 
1706; Loved, born 1708; Seth, born 1716; Job, 
born 1719; EUnezei-^ born 1723; Simeon, Bath- 
sheba, Mary, Hannah. 

KbenvziT TmUdc nuirried Priseilla Drake. Tht'ir 
children were Ebenczer, Jr., born 17-17; Abijah ; 
Kdmird,\)im\ 1755; Hannah; lluth ; rri.s4:illa ; \m 
and Mace (twins), 1765. 

Capt. Edward Tisdale married Ruth Harlow. 
Their children were Betsey ; /«rr««/, born Feb. 24, 
1780; Edward. 

CoL Israel Tmhdc marrieil Susannah Tidbot, 
Dee. 1, 1881. Their children were Israel, Jr., b<»rn 
18(»2; Siisimnah, born 1806; Abijah, born IK09; 
Ebenczer, born 1811; Ann, horn 1813. Ili.s wile 
died in 1813, and in 1814 he married her sister 
Betsey. Their children were Elizabeth, born 1815 ; 
Josiah, bom 1817 ; Susan, born 1819; Edward and 
twin brother 1822; Mace, born 1824 ; Hannah, born 
1828; Ruth, born 1831. 

Kdmird Tmhdc married Amanda liiphty, Nov. 
19, 1848. Their children arc Charles EtUvard, born 
Feb. 6, 1853; Alice Augusta, born Nov. 7, 1854; 
Frank Shepherd, born Jan. 7, 1857; Lizzie Jane, 
born Oct. 2, 1858; Mary Amanda, born Sept. 9, 
1861 ; Dora Maria, btirn Jan. (i, IHiil! 

For over two centuries the Tisduli; families have 
been resident^) upon the Pilgrim soil, and a greater 
I part of this time in the vicinity of Taunton. Indus- 
try, sobriety, and just reganl of character appear to 
have been among their charactcri8lics. Rural life 
and the pursuit of agriculture early lent their <]uiot 
repose to most of the name. Vire, intemperance, 
and llieir concomitants are in no manner allied lu 
sully their names, and it is among (he proudest re- 
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flcdioiiR of tlicir dcRCcndnnts timt t1ii8 inheritance is 
worthy of roj^anl. This Irnit w 80 dwply engraflctl 
that tlioy Fpnrn all eontaet with everything whicli can 
deface it. Poverty way cruBh and intimidate, wealth 
may estahlish and enervate, hut neither can subdue 
nor subvert that vitality which is of inherent intep- 
rity. Tliis innate principle is the basis upon which 
character is best constructed. 

Edward Tisdalb, seventh in generation from 
John Tisdale, son <»f (^»1. Israel and net,sey (Talbot) 
Tisdale, was born in Sharon, Mass., Jan. 20, 1822. 
His father was a successful New England farmer, a 
man of sound judgment, and much respected ; pos- 
sessed of those noble qualities of the heart which 
endeared him to kindred and friends. 

He had thirteen children, of whom Edward was 
the ninth. From childhood he was accustomed to 
labor, and formed habits of diligence and industry. 
System and method in all his pursuits were early de- 
veloped, enabling him to gain a good practical, philo- 
sophical, and mathematical education, from the limited 
sources of the common schools of those days. Ho 
remained at the homestead in Sharon until 18i7, 
when he went to Cochesctt, West Bridgcwater, and 
worked at shoemaking until 1848. Ho then com- 
menced manufacturing boots and shoes with his 
brother, Josiah, under the firm-name of J. & E. 
Tisdale. 

•Ian. I, 1K52, this (!opar(.nerHhip was ilissolved, and 
Edward engaged in busincHH for himself. From that 
time until t.ho present he has followed manufacturing 
for the local New England trade. 

During 1863 he greatly enlarged his facilities for 
business. The present manufactory is thirty by one 
hundred feet, two stories and basement, with an ad- 
ditional packing-room fifleen by fifty-five feet, two 
stories high. 

In 1853 he purchased the first stock on the market 
of the celebrated " Westcott Calf." This stock has 
entered largely into his manufacturing, gaining him a 
popular reputation for the reliable, substantial quality 
of his goods. 

Mr. Tisdale has always been a successful business 
man, passing safely over the years of financial depres- 
sion in business and shrinkage in values, when many 
of the manufacturers were compelled to compromise. 

He is a very earnest man, possessed of a keen 
sense of honor that has directed him ever to feel a 
deep interest in the welfare of all that he employs, 
and to deal justly in all his business transactions. If 
there were more guided by this principle we should 
hear little of the afitagonism between labor and 
c:ipital. In 18(>(> we fiinl him among the rcpresenta- 
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tives sent to the Lfegislaturc, but with his unassum- 
ing nature and close attention to business, he docs nob 
desire or strive for oflicial position. Ho holds strong 
opinions, however, and is not easily changed in his 
views. Ho is interested in all matters of public 
improvements and education, and is one of the trus- 
tees of the Howard Collegiate Institute. He is broad 
and charitable in his views, and generous, whenever 
his assistance is needed. He is one of the roost re- 
spected citizens of his town, a good counselor, a 
strong friend, and an honest man. He is a Repub- 
lican in politics. 

Mr. Tisdale married, Nov. 19, 1848, Amanda, 
daughter of Molbry and Da tie (Bray) Ripley, born 
April 23, 1828, in West Bridgewater. This estimable 
lady passed away Nov. 16, 1869. Dec. 6, 1871, ho 
married, second, Mrs. Abby H. Palmer, of Foxboro*, 
daughter of Deacon Qeorgeand Abby Field (Henshaw) 
Howard, of Sharon. This lady, in assuming the unen- 
viable responsibilities of the care of these six mother- 
less children, at that age when they most needed care, 
patience, kindness, and tact, brought all those quali- 
ties into action in a most intelligent and successful 
manner, as can be testified by all who have mingled 
in the society of this happy family. 

In his pleasant, hospitable home, with the com- 
panionship of his wife, children, and friends, Mr. 
Tisdale enjoys a quiet happiness, which is of more 
value than high positimi or great wealth. 



CAPT. JOSEPH KINGMAN. 

Joseph Kingman, son of Deacon Joseph and 
Eunice (Josselyn) Kingman, was born in West 
Bridgewater, Mass., March 14, 1799, on the ances- 
tral acres, in the east part of the town (now the 
home of his widow). He was a descendant, in the 
seventh generation, from Henry Kingman, the emi- 
grant, the line being Henry', John', Henry', Jona- 
than*, Jonathan*, Joseph*, Joseph'. Henry' was 
made freeman in 163G, and lived in Weymouth from 
about 1630. He held important offices and appears 
to have been a man of solid worth. His son, John, 
purchased a large estate in West Bridgewater, and 
from him are descended those of the name residing 
in this part of the county. (See Mitcheirs ** His- 
tory of Bridgewater.") 

Joseph Kingman attended common schools of West 
Bridgewater and academy at Hadley, and became a 
farmer, succeeding his father in the occupancy of the 
homestead. He diligently improved his educational 
advantages, and when but a young man acquired 
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quite a reputation as a teacher. For many years he 
taught winter terms of schools. He loved children, 
could strongly influence them and win their love, and 
was very successful in this work. lie married first, 
Hu]dah, daughter of Pores Williams (the children 
of this maiTiage are not living), second, Elisabeth H., 
daughter of Capt. Nathaniel and Betsey (Howard) 
Edson, Nov. 18, 1829. They had four children,— 
Martha (married Alphena Crosby, for a long time 
professor of Greek at Dartmouth College), Elizabeth, 
Lucy (deceased), and Horace Mann (deceased). Mrs. 
Crosby and Elisabeth reside with their mother on the 
more than ordinarily beautiful homestead. 

Mr. Kingman served as member of the Constitu- 
tional Convention of 1851, representative, selectman, 
school committeeman, was a member of Plymouth 
County Agricultural Society, and warmly interested 
in agriculture. Ihit it was not uflicial position that 
causes us to record a tribute to his memory. No, it 
was just the opposite, the unselfish, self-sacrificing 
nature of the generous man, who poured his means, 
his time, and his most strenuous exertions as freely 
as water, for the relief of any and every form of 
suffering, and for the firm, unyielding advocacy of 
whatever seemed to his sensitive nature worthy of 
support. And he stood in the van of progress. Of 
deeply religious nature, he affiliated with the broad 
liberality of the Unitarian Church. He stood side 
by side with Garrison in the first anti-sluvery move- 
ments, which, at that time, meant almost social ostra- 
cism. Anti-rum, when temperance was sneered at by 
the people, and denounced us unprofitable agitatitm 
from many a pulpit. In favor of the broadest and 
liighost educational culture, he demanded the same ad- 
vantages alike for male and female, and with all the 
s&cal of his individuality he labored for the extension 
of the right of suffrage to woman. The strong point 
of his character was his unvarying and universal kind- 
ness to all. He never seemed to consider his own 
advantage, and continually sacrificed his own interests 
for the benefit of others. He was the earnest and 
efficient advocate and helper of the weak and op- 
pressed, lived a life of active benevolence, and 
throughout his long and useful career, never dared 
malice or suspicion to whisper aught against his in- 
tegrity or the purity of his motives. Ho had a kind 
greeting and pleasant word for every one he mot, and 
in all the relations in which he was placed in life, and 
in the deeper and holier relations of the home-circle, 
as husband and father, he exemplified the highest ele- 
ments of a loving and Christian nature, and left an 
impress, by his life and teachings, on his native town 
that shall not speedily be cfl'uced. 



** And wisest he in this whole wide land 
Of hoarding till boni and gray ; 
For all you oim hold in your oold, dutul hand 
la what jrou have givou uway." 

The following sketch, writtiMi af\er his death by 
one who knew him well, fittingly concludes this 
memorial : 

" Something more than a passing notice of this 
worthy citizen and native of West Bridgewater seems 
needed. He died Oct. 13, 1876, aged seventy-seven 
years and seven monlhs. He was a member of the 
Constitutional Convention of 1851, and also of the 
memorable Jjcgislature which first elected Charles 
Sumner to the United States Senate. On every bal- 
lot his vote was for Mr. Sumner. He was also one 
of the first in the anti-slavery reform, and throughout 
his life the oppressed and the needy were especial ob- 
jocis (»f his att^ntiun. N(»thing awoke liin intlignu- 
tion so quickly as meanness, oppression, and injustice, 
and to the last his better nature was alive and active 
in seeking the good of his kind. His was a gener- 
osity that carried thought fulness with it. Unselfish 
to a rare degree in his business transactions, his chief 
care seemed to be for the other party. His cheerful- 
ness was a stream of even flow. With him there was 
no doubt that Ood*s ways were gcMul ways, lientui his 
faith was bright and unshaken amid all the varied 
scenes of life. His was the submissive, prayerful 
spirit of a profound believer in an overruling Provi- 
dence. Ardent in many reforms, some may have 
thought him visionary at times, but all admitted, that, 
from first to last, his face was fixed and immovable to- 
wards the right. His devotion to the anti-slavery 
cause came near making a martyr of liini, for his extra 
exertions to secure Mr. Lincoln's election, in 18G0, 
brought on a paralytic shock, from which he never 
fully recovered. A ready speaker on the platform, 
an untiring worker in the church, and a Christian of 
undoubted purity, he lefl this glorious testimony, — 
that he lived, and the world was the hvXUir for it. 



NOAII WHITMAN, M.D. 

John Whitman, of Weymouth, was a man of 
marked ability, — the first deacon of the church, the 
first military officer commissioned in the town, and 
also one of three appointed to settle small controver- 
sies. He died in lGi)!2, {iged ninety-two years. 
Thomas, his eldest son, settled in East Bridgewater, 
and his son, Kbenezer, and grandson of the same 
name, in South Bridgewater. Noah, son of the latter 
Ebenczcr, was the father of Dr. Noah Whitman, of 
West Bridgewater. 
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Dr. Noali Wliitman, son of Noah and Zilplia 
Wliittiion, was born in Bridgewntcr, MaBs., March 3, 
1785. He married, July 9, 1812, Mary, daughter 
of Dr. Daniel and Bathsheba Perkins. They had two 
children, — Henry and Mary, — now residing in West 
Bridge water, with their mother, who has attained 
the nge of ninety-four years. (The old clock, 
made in 1700, which is an object of marked interest 
to visitors of Pilgrim Hall, Plymouth, formerly be- 
longed to Mndani Hancock, who, for her second hus- 
band, married llev. Daniel Perkins. She bequeathed 
it to her husband's oldest son's wife, who was the 
mother of Mrs. Mary Whitman. This was loaned to 
the Pilgrim Society about forty years ago by Mrs. 
Whitman, to bo placed on exhibition in Pilgrim Hall, 
with other relics of Governor Hancock.) 

Dr. Whitman was graduated from Brown Univer- 
sity in 1800. Him medical studies were commenced 
in West Bridgewater, under the direction of Dr. 
Simeon Dunbar, and completed at the medical school 
at Dartmouth College, while Professor Nathan Smith 
was at its head. His medical degree was received in 
180H, and in 1810 he settled as a physician in West 
Bridgewater. Here he continued in the assiduous 
performance of the duties of his profession for over 
forty years, until compelled to relinquish them by the 
disease which terminated his life, at West Bridge- 
water, April 24, 1854, at the age of sixty-nine years. 

Dr. Whitmnn was a pnidiml num. lln won and 
reUiined tin* confidence of his ])atients by his quick 
|H;rccptioii of the characler of their mnladi(*ii, and by 
his prompt applicsition of appropriate remedies. He 
sympathized with the sick as a friend, and on their re- 
covery they cherished for him a warm personal attach- 
ment. Quackery, in all its forms, he most heartily 
contemned. 

In his intercourHc with his medical brethren ho 
was uniformly courteous. While on proper occa- 
sions he mainUtined his own opinions with firmness, 
he conceded to others the right of private judgment, 
avoiding, on the one hand, the weakness which suc- 
cumbs to mere authority, and, on the other, that self- 
suflicieiit obstinacy which never gives up an opinion 
it has once advocated. He was an accomplished 
physician, a pleasant companion, and an upright 
citizen. His loss was felt as a public calamity in the 
community, where for so many years he had pursued 
his professional duties. 



CIIAULKS THOMPSON WILLIAMS. 
Charles Thompson Williams, now a resident of 
West Bridgewater, is a lineal descendant of Richard 



Williams, the emigrant, who settled at Taunton, in 
1637, and was a man of no mean abilities. He was 
a large land-owner, and so important a man as to be 
called the father of Taunton. He was a Welshman, 
probably a relative of Boger Williams, and a family 
tradition states that he was a blood relation of Oliver 
Cromwell, whose family name was Williams, and 
changed to Cromwell for an estate. It is positively 
known that one of Oliver's ancestors was a Richard 
Williams. 

Greenfield Williams, born in Raynham, 1783, a 
respected farmer, moved from Kay n ham, Mass., to 
Easton, and passed his life in that part of the town 
called Pcquantekut. He was employed for many 
years by Gen. Shepherd Leach and afterwards by 
Capt. Lincoln Drake. He had charge of the men 
occupied in digging ore at one time. He was also 
largely engaged in the charcoal trade. The charcoal 
found a ready market in Boston, and the teams oo 
their return brought West India goods for Isaac 
Kimball's and Gen. Leach's stores. He married Be- 
thiali Record. They had nine children : Greenfield, 
born June 8, 1807, died Oct. 3, 1843 ; Maria Britton, 
born June 16, 1810 ; Thomas, born Feb. 26, 1812; 
Nancy Drake, born May 26, 1814, died Nov. 1, 1845 ; 
Sally Smith, born Sept. 26, 1816; Charles D., born 
May 15, 1819; William F., born March 26, 1821; 
Dwolley B., born Juno 17,1823; Otis, born Deo. 10, 
1827. His wifo iWvA April 18, 1856. Mr. Williams 
accumulated mcniiH in liiri businciw to purchase a farm, 
and liiH Kons lussist^d liini in carrying it on. He and 
his family were <le voted Christians, members of the 
Methodist Church, and in early life rode horseback to 
church, a distance of nine miles. " They brought 
their children up as Christians should." Mr. Wil- 
liams was a pensioner of the war of 1812, and died 
Jan. 23, 1851), aged seventy-six. Greenfield Williams 
had three brothers, — Thomas, who settled io Berry, 
N. Y. ; Joel, about forty miles from him ; Charles D., 
sixth child of Greenfield Williams, remained with his 
father until of age, when he went to Chelmsford, 
learned the trade of iron founder under Capt. Lincoln 
Drake, and returning to Easton continued in his em- 
ploy the greater part of the time, until the captain*8 
death, and for several years was superintendent of 
Easton Furnace. He purchased the teaming interest 
of the furnace, and carried that on for some years. 
He worked at one time in New Bedford and in Cam- 
bridge. He married Susan, daughter of Nathaniel 
and Joanna Thompson, of MiddIeboro\ 

Her paternal grandfather was Nathaniel Thompson 
(for whom Thompson*s Hill, Middleboro', Mass., is 
named), who married Phebe Godfrey. Mrs. Susan 
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Williams descends from two of the oldest families in 
Plymouth County, — the Thompsons and Tinkhams, — 
being a granddaughter of John Tinkham, Esq., who 
married Mary Wood. Mr. Charles D. Williams is a 
quiet man, fond of homo, and although receiving ad- 
vantageous offers from prominent firms in various 
localities, preferred to remain at Kaston, where he still 
resides. He is a member of Paul Dean Lodge, F. A. 
M., and of the Congregational Church. . Mr. and 
Mrs. Williams had six children, of whom three are 
now living, — Louisa F., a teacher at Easton Furnace 
for twelve years; Carrie E., married Shepherd L. 
Pratt, of Newton Centre ; and Charles T., born at 
Easton, Mass., April 4, 1844, in the house of the 
Hon. Lincoln S. Drake. The educational advantages 
of Charles were those common to the district and 
high schools, and during his boyhood ho was em- 
ployed, more or less of the time, by the firm of 
Thomas F. Davidson, who kept a general store. 

Mr. Davidson had kind regards for the boy, and 
allowed him room in his store free of expense for a 
periodical business, and it is said that Charles was in- 
strumental in cultivating a taste for reading, the in- 
fluence in many of which is still felt. 

The fall of Fort Sumter — the introduction of the 
war — awakened the spirit of patriotism in this boy of 
seventeen, and he was ready to go forward to help 
save the United States of America from being blotted 
out from the map of the globe, and to stand by *' the 
best government on which the sun of heaven ever shed 
its rays.'* His father protested and tried to picture to 
him the hardships and trials of a soldier's life. His 
mother couldn't think of her only boy giving himself 
to die, if need be, for his country. Her brother. 
Deacon Aniasa Thompson, of New Bedford, was visit- 
ing them, and said, how proud he should feel of such 
a son ; that his two boys had gone, and he wished he 
had more to send. The result was that Charles en- 
listed in Company H, Seventh Massachusetts Volun- 
teers. This regiment was mustered into service June 
15, 1861, and immediately went to Washington. It 
took active part in the battles of the Peninsula, Wil- 
derness, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Qettys- 
bnrg, Spottsylvania, North Anna River, and Cold 
Harbor. The adjutant-general reports concerning 
this regiment thus : 

" Fredericksburg, Dec. 11, 18G2. Stat ted at day- 
break and marched to the Rappahannock, about one 
mile below Fredericksburg; halted until five P.M., 
then crossed the Rappahannock under a severe fire. 
The Seventh Massachusetts wad the second to cross 
the river, and acted as support to the skirmish-line, 
and advanced half a mile from the river during the 



night on the picket, the brigade being the only troops 
across the river at this point. 

*^ Chancellorsville, May 3, 18G3. About eleven a.m. 
the order was given to mnke the assault on Mary's 
Hill, the men stripping themselves of their knap- 
sacks, blankets, and all encumbrances, advanced along 
the telegraph road leading up the heights. The 
Seventh Massachusetts led the column, making a suc- 
cessful assault on the famous sfx)ne wall, where the 
loss was heavy, then advancing up the heights, occu- 
pied the crests of Mary's Hill, captured two sections 
of rebel artillery, and planted their colors on a part 
of the works from which the enemy had been driven ; 
advancing then on the plank road leading toward 
Salem Church, the enemy was again successfully en- 
countered in a severe contest, which lasted until dark 
of that day, with severe loss. With a force of a little 
more than five hundred men engaged, the loss of the 
Seventh Massachusetts on this bloody field was killed, 
two officers, twenty-one men ; wounded, nine officers, 
one hundred and five men." In this engagement, Mr. 
Williams was stunned by a cannon-ball, and was un- 
conscious for over twenty-four hours. 

** Gettysburg, July 1. Marched all night and until 
four P.M. on the next day, tiiirty-five miles at ono 
stretch, when they arrived at the battle-field of (jettys- 
burg, about six p.m. went into action, and took posi- 
tion on the extreme left, and until July 4th acted as 
support, and were continually moving from right to 
left exposed to a severe fire from the enemy. 

<< Wilderness, May 5, 18G4. Marched to the lc(\ 
and took position on lef^ of Third Corps. We formed 
in line of battle, and about four p.m. the advance to 
attack was sounded, and the enemy was successfully 
engaged until dark, when we occupied the field and 
slept on our arms for the night. Casualties in this 
engagement, eighty-five." On the early morning of 
the 6th of May, while his company was advancing, 
following the enemy who were firing and falling back, 
Mr. Williams was wounded below the knee of the lefl 
leg by a gunshot, which caused a longitudinal fracture 
of the tibia. He was conveyed to the field hospital, 
then to Fredericksburg, then to Amory Square Hos- 
pital at Washington, from there to Portsmouth Grove, 
R. I., where he remained until his term of enlistment 
expired, when, by the aid of crutches and other 
assistance, he was enabled to reach home. Afltor re- 
maining at his father's, in Easton, for several months 
he was prostrated by typhoid fever, and was brought 
to death's door, having three successive attacks of the 
fever. In May, 18G5, he went to Massachusetts 
General Hospital, where he underwent the operation 
of having the entire tibia removed, which was done 



HISTORY OF WEST lUlIDGEWATEll. 



937 



RUcccflRfully. After tliroc or ftmr niniitlis in tlic hos- 
pital lie was cnrricd on n bed t^) E:i8ton, nnd in Oc- 
tober be wns able to coiunience moving about on 
crutches. To relieve the monotony of convalescent 
life he went to the SoMicrft* Homo, Rprinpfield Street, 
BuMtoii, un<l wus soon plnueil in a position to assist 
to discharge the duties of the superintendent, Allen 
Rice, receiving and discharging occupants ; was also 
book-keeper and librarian. While there ho received, 
in 18(>0, the appointment of messenger to the Massa- 
chusetts State Senate, taking the place of a Mr. 
Brown. Mr. Williams is one of the six soldiers who 
sat for the picture, afterwards copyrighted by Jennie 
Collins, of " Bofrin's Bower," and extensively sold as a 
typical picture of (lie war under the name of the 
"Boys who savpd us." On gaining health Mr. Wil- 
liams opened a store on Washington Street, Boston, 
and continued in the dry-goods trade until 1874. 
Since then he has been engaged (a member of the 
firm of A. J. Tuttle & Co.) in large labor contracts 
io the city. 

He married, July 20, 1879, Charlotte A., daughter 
of Salmon and Charlotte (Pease) Howard, of West 
Bridgewater. Her maternal grandfather was Rev. 



Bartlett Pease, a Baptist clergyman of prominence 
and ability. They have one child, Charlotte Louise. 
Mr. Williams purchased the Ames place near Coche- 
sett, has made extensive alteration and improvements, 
and removed here, in 188.3, from Cambridge, the birth- 
plact; of his little girl. He is a member of the Qeneral 
Stevenson Post 26, Q. A. R. He has served as fore- 
man of juries in Bristol and Suffolk Counties. 

Mr. Williams has pleasant and winning social 
manners, makes friends easily and retains them long. 
He is a sagacious and successful business man, origi- 
nating new and profitable methods. As one instance 
we would notice his publication of a newspaper, 
WilUamsC Atlvd'tiseTy which had a circulation of 
five thousand copicH. He is a member of the Uaptist 
Church, Republican in politics, and stands on the 
best planes of thought. A keen observer of affairs 
and an extensive reader, he keeps himself fully abreast 
of the times in knowledge, and intelligently discharges 
his duties as a citizen, to preserve the freedom 
for which he was a gallant soldier. All in all Mr. 
Williams is a good citizen, an able business man, a 
warm-hearted and genial friend and companion, and 
worthily enjoys a wide circle of friends. 
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CHAPTER I. 



ABORIGINAL HISTORY. 



From the date of the great and very important 
discovery made by Christopher Columbus, Friday, 
Oct. 12, 1492, to the landing of tlio Pilgrims at 
Patuxet (now Plymouth), Dec. 21, 1620, was a 
period of little more than one hundred and twenty- 
eight years, and during that more than a century and 
a quarter of time the American coast was at numer- 
ous points and upon many occasions visited by the 
sca-voyugers of several civilized nations from the con- 
tinent of Europe, the chief and most properly notice- 
able of which were as follows : 

June 24j 1497, John Cabot discovered the coast of 
Labrador, but saw no inhabitants. 

In 1502, or about ten years after the discovery 
made by Columbus, the island of Newfoundland was 
visited by Sebastian Cabot, who captured and carried 
away three of the native inhabitants that as curiosi- 
ties he presented to llcnry Yll. These people of 
Newfoundland were clothed with the skins of beasts, 
and are said to have lived upon raw flesh, but were 
so far advanced in the mechanic art as to construct 
ornaments of tools from copper metal. These were 
the first Indians ever seen in England, and, as said 
an early historian, they were brought to the English 
court " in their country habit," and " spoke a lan- 
guage never hoard before out of their own country.** 
But two years later, these Indians, having assumed 
the garb of Englishmen, when seen abroad, could 
scarcely be discerned from Englishmen. 

The French discovered the Saint Lawrence River 
in 1508, and following the bad example set by the 
English, the French stole and forcibly carried away 
several of the Indians of that locality, which were 
the first of that race ever seen in France. Thomas 
Auburt was the name of the commander of that 
vessel wherein was made the discovery of the Saint 
Lawrence River, and he it was who discovered such 

brutality of disposition and conduct as to tear from 
988 



their homes, kindred, and friends those unoffending 
natives to gratify the curiosity of sight-seers in the 
city of Paris. 

In 1524, John Yerazzini, being in the service of 
France, sailed along the American coast, landing at 
several places, one of which is thought to have been 
in what is now the State of Connecticut. 

The preserved account says of this expedition and 
landing, " 20 of his men landed, and went about two 
leagues up into the country. The inhabitants fled 
before them, but they caught an old woman who had 
hid herself in the high giiisH, with a young wonnui 
about 1 8 years of age. 

" The old woman carried a child on hor back, and 
had besides two little boys with her. 

'*The young woman, too, carried three children 
of her own sex. 

"Seeing themselves discovered, they began to 
shriek, and the old one gave them to understand by 
signs that the men were fled to the woods. 

" They oflcred her something to eat, which she ac- 
cepted, but the maiden refused ic This girl, who was 
tall and well-shaped, they were desirous of taking 
along with them, but as she made a violent outcry, 
they contented themselves with taking a boy away 
with them." 

Reside thus driving from house and home the men 
of that Connecticut tribe, frightening the women, 
and robbing them of one of their children, the 
Frenchmen at that time added to their cruelties the 
vanity of naming North America New France. 

Thus far John Verauini and his heartless followers 
had done unchecked all these uncalled-for injuries to 
the unoffending and unresisting natives, who, when 
John visited them again, were better prepared to give 
him a proper reception, and thus they in turn became 
captors, and he, in his turn, became a captive. The 
Indians wished greatly to learn what John was made 
of, and so they killed and ate him. 

In 1535 an Indian chief who resided near the 
St. Croix River, kindly received and generously en- 
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tertained a 8ea> voyager named James Cartier, who in 
return, ** partly by stratagem and partly by fiirce,** 
carried Donacono, tlic chief, to France, where the 
latter soon af\er died. 

" In 1605, George Waymouth," so said the old 
narrative, ** happened into a river on the coast of 
America called Pemmaquid, from whence he brought 
five of the natives. They were all of one nation, but 
of several parties and several families.** 

Sir Fornando Gorges, in speaking of those natives, 
said, ** After I had those people some time in my 
custody, I observed in them an inclination to follow 
the example of the better sort, and in all their car- 
riages manifest shows of great civility, far from the 
rudeness of our common people. And the longer I 
conversed with them the better hope they gave me 
of those parts where they did inhabit as proper for 
our uses, especially when I found what goodly rivers, 
stately islands, and safe harbors thase parts abounded 
with, being the special marks I leveled at :ts the only 
want our nation met with in nil their navigations 
along that coast. And having kept them full three 
yi^rs, I made them able to set nic down what great 
rivers ran up into the land, what men of note were 
seated on them, what power they were of, how allied, 
what enemies they had,** etc. The names of those 
five natives from whom Sir Fernando Gorges was able 
to derive so much information were Squanto, Manida, 
8k('tlwiirriM\M, IKdianida, and A.sseninrt. 

Sir Fernando Gorges fitted out a nliip for a voyage 
i*} Amorica, placing the vr^^sel under the eoniniand of 
Mr. Henry Challoung, with whom he sent the Indians, 
Manida and Asscumet, but this ship was captured by 
a Spanish fleet and carried to Spain (and Gorges adds), 
'* where the ship and goods were confiscated, them- 
selves made prisoners, the voyage overthrown, and 
both my natives lost.'* But Asseumet was ai'torwards 
recovered. 

The Lord Chief Justice Popham, at about the same 
date, sent out a vessel to aid that commanded by 
Challoung, and Popham*8 vessel was commanded by 
Martin Prim, and sailed from Bristol, in England. 
Concerning Henry Challoung and ship the old narra- 
tive continues : " But not hearing by any means what 
became of him, afier he had made a perfect discovery 
of all those rivers and harbors, brings with him the 
most exact discovery of that coast,** etc. 

The Indians, Dehamda and Skettwarroes, are 
thought to have been with Prim on that very suc- 
cessful voyage of discovery. 

In 1007 two Indians piloted a colony of European 
emigranlHS to the niiMitli of the Sagadahock llivcr, 
alU^rward.s Kcnnobeck, Me. 



That company lefl England May 30th, and arrived 
on the 8th of August. The old chronicler wrote: 
" As soon as the president had taken notice of the 
place, and given order for landing the provisions, he 
dispatched away Capt. Gilbert, with Skitwarres, his 
guide, for the thorough discovery of the rivers and 
habitations of the natives, by whom he was brought 
to several of them, where he found civil entertain- 
ment and kind respects far from brutish or savage 
natures, so as they suddenly became familiar friends, 
especially by the means of Dehamda and Skit- 
warres.'* 

In 1611, Edward Harlow, as master of a vessel, 
attempted to discover an island supposed to be near 
Cape Cod, but ascerUiined that the supposed island 
was, in fact, a part of Cape Cod, and at Monhigon 
Island. Harlow captured three Indians, named 
Pechmo, Monopet, and Pekenimne, ** but Peckmo 
leapt overboard and got away ; and not long after, 
with his consorts, cut their Boat from their sterne, 
got her on shore, and so filled her with sand and 
guarded her with bowcs and arrowes, the English 
lost her." 

Harlow next proceeded to an island called by the 
Indians Nohono, where he captured an Indian, called 
Sakaweston, that he succeeded in carrying to England, 
where, after residing many years, this Indian enlisted 
as a soldier and participated in the wars of Bohemia. 

Harlow's voyage of diHcuvory, that had been turned 
into one of depredation and disgraced by the cruelty of 
nian-Htealing, was now proceeded in, when they came 
to what was then called Capoge or Capawick (now 
known as Martha's Vineyard), where he indulged in 
more man-stealing by the capture of two Indians, 
named Conecomem and Epenow, and then, with five 
captive Indians, returned to England. 

Concerning this brutal and disgraceful afiair Sir 
Fernando Gorges wrote, — 
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While I wos laboring bj what inonns I might best continue 
life in iny languishing hopoe, there come one anto me bringing 
with him a natire of the Island of Capawick, a place seated on the 
southward of Capo Cod, whoso name was Epenewe, a person of 
goodly stature, strong, and well proportioned. 

" This man was taken upon the main by force, with some twenty 
others, by a ship of liondon, that endeavored to sell them for 
slaves in Spain, but being understood Ihatthoy wore Americans, 
and being found to be unnpt for their uses, they would not med- 
dle with them ; this being one of them they refused, wherein they 
oxprcst more worth than those that brought them to the market, 
who eould not but know that our nation was at that time in 
travel for settling of Christian colonies upon that continont, it 
being an act much lending to our prc^judiue when wo came into 
that part of the countries. 

"lie war* a g<NMlly man, of a brave aspot^t, stout, and sob«r in 
his doiiteanor, and had learned so much Ifnglish as to bid those 
that wondered nt him ' welcome,' ' wolcomo.' " 
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Thomas Hant, as master of a ship, came to the 
North American coast in 1614, of whom the noted 
John Smith wrote as follows : 

*< Thomas Hunt, the master of this ship, when I 
was gone, thinking to prevent that intent T had to 
make there a plantation, thereby to keep this abound- 
ing country still in obscurity, that only he and some 
few merchants more might enjoy wholly the benefit 
of the trade and profits of this country, betrayed four- 
and-twcnty of those poor salvages aboard his bhip, and 
most dishonestly and inhumanly, for their kind usage 
of me and our men, carried them with him to Malaga, 
and there for a little private gain sold these silly sal- 
vages for rials of eight, but this vile act kept him 
ever after from any more employment to those parts." 

Some time in 1619, Capt. Thomas Derroer, in the 
employ of Sir Fernando Gorges, came with a ship to 
Martha's Vineyard, where he found the Indian 
Epenow, who had recently escaped from his captivity 
among the English. Some of the ship's crew being 
on shore, a fight ensued between the sailors and some 
Indians headed by Epenow, in which encounter some 
of the natives were slain, but succeeded in killing all 
the sailors on shore, the one who remained in the boat 
only escaping. Oapt. Dormer went on shore and, as 
it appears, was glad to escape with his life, for the 
ancient record of that event says " the captain himself 
got on board very sore wounded, and they had cut 
off his head upon the cuddy of the boat had not his 
man rescued him with his sword, and so they got 
away." Thus narrowly escaped with his life Capt. 
Thomas Dermer, the first white man who set his foot 
within the limits of what became the township of 
Middleboro*. Thus, perhaps at the expense of weary- 
ing our readers, have we minutely detailed the prin- 
cipal occurrences upon the New England coast from 
the date of the discovery of the New World by Co- 
lumbus, in 1492, till near the landing of the Pilgrims 
at Plymouth in 1620, so far as those occurrences par- 
ticularly concerned the aborigines of this country, 
and were calculated to influence them in their conduct 
towards their European viuitors from far over the sea. 

Of Capt. Thomas Dermer one ancient record says 
that in this encounter he received fourteen wounds, 
and adds, '* But he being a brave, stout gentleman, 
drew his sword and freed himself" ** This disaster 
forced him to make all possible haste to Virginia to 
be cured of his wounds ;" as it will be recollected that 
this being in 1619, a European settlement had then 
existed at Jamestown, in Virginia, twelve years, but 
none as yet had been permanently located in any part 
of New England, and wounds received in what after- 
wards became Massachusetts were therefore forced to 



seek an English cure in Virginia, that then being the 
nearest place at which such healing assistance could 
be found. The Indian Squanto, alias Tisquantum, 
some writers have conjectured, was with Capt. Thomas 
Dermer in his perilous encounter and narrow escape 
just described, and if so, Squanto or Tisquantum may 
have been, and probably was, the person alluded to 
by the ancient writer who, describing the event, said 
*' his man rescued him with a sword, and so got him 
away." Squanto, alias Tisquantum, it may be advis- 
able to recall to the minds of our readers, was one of 
the five Indians that George Wayniouth seiziMl and 
forcibly carried away from Pemaquid in 1 605, or four- 
teen years before Capt. Dermer's encounter with the 
natives at Martha's Vineyard, and it b highly prob- 
able that Squanto, alias Tisquantum, accompanied 
Capt. Dermer in his voyage to Virginia, when the 
latter there sought to be cured of the wounds he had 
received from the Indians at Martha's Vineyard. 

At what time in 1619 this fight between the sea- 
men under Capt. Thomas Dermer and the Indians at 
Martha's Vineyard occurred, it b now diflicult, if not, 
in fact, impossible with certainty to determine, but 
some time during that year Capt. Dernier went to 
Patuxct (now Plymouth), from whence he traveled a 
day's journey westward into the tumnlry, lo a place 
called Nemasket (now Middleboro'). We are fortunate 
enough to be able to give an account of many of the 
particulars which characterized that journey of Capt. 
Thomas Dermer to Nemasket (now Middleboro'), and 
among which we will first notice its principal object. 

A few years before 1619 a fishing- vessel was cast 
away upon or near Cape Cod, and those of the crew 
who escaped a watery grave became prisoners to the 
Indians. Thomas Morton, of Merry Mount celebrity, 
in writing of that matter, said, *' It fortuned some 
few years before the English came to inhabit at new 
Plimmouth, in New England, that upon some dbtast 
given in the Massaehussets Bay by Frenchmen then 
trading there with the natives for beaver, they set 
upon the men at such advantage that they killed many 
of them, and burned their shipp, then riding at anchor 
by an island there, now called Peddock's Island, in 
memory of Leonard Peddock, that landed there, dis- 
tributing them unto five sachems, which were lords of 
the severall territories adjoyning. They did keep 
them as long as they lived, only to s))ort themselves 
at them, and made these five Frenchmen fetch them 
wood and water, which is the general! worke they 
require of a servant. 

" One of these five men outliving the rest, had 
learned so much of their language as to rebuke them 
for their bloudy deede, saying God would be angry 
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with tlioin for it, uiid timt ho wniild, in \m din- 
pleasure, diHtroy lliciii ; but tlic sulvngcs replyed, and 
said that they were so mauy that Ood could uot kill 
them." 

The same story was diflferentiy told by the noted 
and justly-distinguished Capt. John Smith, of Yir- 
^itiia. He informed that a fishing- vcsst^i was cast 
away, and a sailor, whoso life vriw saved, was captured 
by the Indians, and while their prisoner, told them 
that he feared his God would destroy them. Smith 
said that the prisoner was a Frenchman, and he con- 
tinued that the Indian king made the prisoner stand 
u|)on the top of a hill, and collected all his people 
about it, that the nnui might see how numerous thoy 
were. When the Indian king had done this he de- 
manded of the Frenchman whether his Ood, that he 
told so much about, had so many men, and whether 
they could kill all these. On his assuring the Indian 
king that he could, they derided him as before. 

It was some time in the year H»19, and probably 
in the month of May, that Capt. Thonnis Dernier, in 
some kind of water craft, cniuc U) what was then 
known in the Indian tongue as Patuzet (^now Plym- 
outh), and if in May, his coming to that place was 
at least one year and a half earlier than the landing 
at the same point of the Pilgrims, which occurred in ' 
December, 1G20. 

That visit of Capt. Derniei' was ])rincipally, and 
hugely, if not, in fact, wholly, with the object, desire, 
and intent to find and ri^Hie from caplivity one or 
both of the Frenchmen alluded to in these narratives 
of Thomas Morton, of Merry Mount (now Quincy), 
Mass., and Capt. John Smith, of Jamestown, Va. 

At Patuxet (now Plymouth), it is said that Capt. 
Dermer fell into the company of the Indian Squanto, 
alifiH Tisquantum ; but what probably would be much 
neiirer the truth would be to say that the Indian came 
with Capt. Dermer to Patuxet, and the firm adhesion 
and faithfulness of Squanto, aliax Tisquantum, to 
Capt. Dermer may have been just what led him to 
deem it the proper time, when thus attended or ac- 
companied, to attempt the liberation of those captives, 
and to rely so implicitly, as the sequel, showed, that 
Dermer did upon this Indian's powers of diplomacy. 
Concerning that visit and its results, Capt. Dermer, 
under date of Deo. 27, 1619, wrote as follows: 

"When I arrivofi at iiij savage's nativo oountrj I travelled 
along a daj's Journej to a place called Naminaetaquet, where 
fintliti); inhabitants I di(<i|iatcliod a nioR^onger a diiy's journey 
farther ntvut to INicanokol, which honlorcth upon the sea; 
whence cnino to see inc two kingr, athnidcd with a guard of 
fifty armed men, who being well satisfiod with that, my nivnge 
and 1 discoursed unto them, gave me content in whatever I de- 
manded, where I found that former relations were true. 



** lloro I redeemed a Fronchtnan, and afterwards another at 
Mnwijiehusil, who throe years since escaped shipwreck at the 
northeast of Gape Cod.' 
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When Capt. Dermer came so near being slain by 
the natives at Martha's Vineyard, the ancient historic 
account of that event ended with the words, '' his 
man rescued him with his sword, and so they got 
away;** and that rescuer, it is believed, was the 
Indian Squanto, ctlinx Tisquantum ; and whether so 
or not, this Indian did save the life of Capt. Dermer 
at Nemasket, — for the latter in another letter dis- 
tinctly said that the Indians would have killed him at 
Nemasket had not Squanto entreated hard for him ; 
and Dermer added, " their desire for revenge was oc- 
csisioned by an Knglishman who, having many of 
them on board, made great slaughter of them when 
they offered no injury on their parts," — and the con- 
stancy with which such brutal acts were being com- 
mitted by the representatives of nations deemed civil- 
ized upon and against people regarded as barbarou.«, 
would naturally lead one to deem the kindness of the 
red heathen alnioht or (|uite miraculous that they ever 
allowed a white Christian to escape death when in 
their power. Of the two kings who came to visit 
Capt. Dermer at Nemasket (now Middleboro*) in 
1G19, one doubtless was Massasoit, and the other was 
perhaps Quadequena, his brother. This was the first 
insUineo in which a native king of this section of the 
country was *' interviewed** by the representative of a 
Kuropeaii power, the conference with Dernier being 
within the limits and upon the soil of what still con- 
tinues to be the ancient and time-honored town of 
Middleboro*, and as near as can be ascertained oc- 
curred in May, 1G19, while that of Massasoit with 
Qovernor Carver, at Plymouth, was not until the 22d 
of March, 1621, or almost two years later. It is 
seriously to be regretted that some measure was uot 
taken to perpetuate a knowledge of the precise spot 
where that conference between Massasoit and Capt. 
Thomas Dermer occurred, and we hope that it is not 
too late even now to revive or renew that knowledge 
which long-continued neglect has permitted to sink 
into oblivion, and covered by the shades of forgetful- 
ncss. Facts equally as much lost to sight and to 
mind are frequently by one Ciiuse or another, as if 
sometimes by pure accident, unearthed and resurrected 
that were thought long since to have gone to accom- 
pany the lost arts, and let us hope that this very de- 
sirable evidence may in its discovery be equally for- 
tunate, that the sons and daughters of Middleboro* 
with commendable pride may be able to point uner- 
ringly to the spot where the chief ruler of this land, 
nearly two years before the landing of the Pilgrims 
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at Pljmoath, gave official audience to a representa- 
tive of the French government, and listened to the 
petition of n Eiiropenn |MH)plo. 

Mr. Drake's book concerning the Indians says, — 
** One of the most renowned captains within the do- 
mains of Mossasoit was Caunbitant, whose residence 
was at a place called Mettapoiset, in the present town 
of Swansey." 

It mny not be amiss here to add that what was the 
Indian Mettapoiset is now familiarly and generally 
known as *' Gardener's Neck." 

Mr. Drake continues, in speaking of Caunbitant, — 

" Hit character was much the tame ai that of the famoua 
Metaoomet. The English wore always riewed by him as in- 
truders and enemies of his race, and there is little doubt but he 
intended to wrost the county out of their hands on the first 
opportunity. 

" In August, 1021, Caunbilant was supposed to he fn the in- 
terest of the Narragansets, and plotting with them to overthrow 
Massasoit; and being at Nemasket, socking to draw the hearts 
of Massasoit's subjects from him, speaking also disdainfully of 
us (the English), storming at the peace between Nauset Cumma- 
quid and us, and at Tisquantum, the worker of it ; also at To- 
kamharoon and one Tlobomok. 

"Tokamhamon went to him, but the other two would nut; 
yet put their lives in llieir hands, privately wont to see if tlioy 
oouhl hear uf their king, and, lodging at Nuniaskot, wuro din. 
oovoretl to Caunbilant, who sot a guard to boi^ot llio hitiisu and 
took Titquantum, for he had said if he were dead the English 
had lost their tongue. 

" llobbomok seeing that Tisquantum was taken and Cannbi- 
tant holding a knife at his breast, being a strong and stout man, 
bf^ke from them end came to New Plimouth, full of fear and 
sorrow for Tisquantum, whom he thought to be slain." 

No time was lost by the Plymouth ians in sending 
out a military force, under Cupt. Miles Standish, to 
regulate matters at Nemasket. Of how many men 
that force consisted it is at this date difficult, if not 
in fact impossible, to determine. One ancient author- 
ity says that only ten men were sent, and another 
swells the number to fourteen, and this courageous 
body of citizen soldiers, with the undaunted Standish 
as captain, and the Indian llobbomok us guide, 
started to revenge the supposed death of Tisquantum, 
and, afler a toilsome march, came to Nemasket (now 
Middleboro'). 

An early narrator of this transaction thus dis- 
coursed : 

** Before we caiiio to the town (i.e., the Indian settlement at 
Nemasket) we sat down and oat such as our knu|>8ucks allorded ; 
that being done we threw them aside, and all such things as 
might hinder us, and so went on and bosot thu liouso, according 
to our last resolution. 

'* Those that entered demanded if Caunbitant were not there; 
but fear had berert the savages of speech. 

** We charged thcui nut to stir, fur if Cauubilunt were nut 
there we would not moddle with thorn ; if he were, wo came 
prinoipally for him, to be avenged on him for the supposed 



death of Tiaqnantam, and other matters ; but, howsoever, we 
would Hot at all hurt thoir women or children. 

" Notwithstanding, some uf thorn prcesod out at a privato 
d(N»r and oMiaptNl, but with miuiu wtMiiids. 

''At length, poruoiviug our principal oiids, they (old us Caun- 
bitant was returned home with all his train, and that Tisquan- 
tum was yet living and in the town ; then offering some tobacco 
and other such as thoy had to oat." 

In this scene of confusion or " hurley hurley,*' as 
the early writer called it, two gtiiis were fired by the 
English at random, but to the great terror of the 
Indians generally, and the Indian boys seeing that 
the squaws were protected, lustily cried out, ** Neens- 
quaes ! Neensquaes !'* which signified I am a squaw ! 
I am a squaw ! and the Indian women sought protec- 
tion from the friendly Indian, Hobbomok. 

Mr. Drake, in his excellent book concerning the 
Indians, says, — 

" This atUick upon a defenceless house was made at midnight, 
and must have been terrible in an inconceivable degree to it« 
inmates, especially the sound of the English guns, which few, 
if any of them, had ever heard before." 

The ancient narrator added, *' But to be short, we 
kept them; we had and made them make a fire that 
we might see to search the house ; in the mean time 
Tlobboinok gut upon the top of the house, and trilled 
Tihquautiini and Tokanialianioii, and llitisn IndiaiiH 
soon came together, with several other natives, some 
of whom were armed, and others so disconcerted by 
this nocturnal visit as to put in their appearance 
entirely naked." 

The English quickly seised and appropriated the 
bows and arrows of those Indions that came armed, 
promising, however, to return these arms to the own- 
ers the next morning. At daylight the English re- 
leased the Indian prisoners, and then repaired to the 
wigwam of Tisquantum, who appears then to have 
been a resident of Nemasket (now Middleboro'), where 
the soldiers took breakfast and then held a court-mar- 
tial, a report of the procco«lings in which has come 
down t4) us in the words following: 

" Thither came all whose hearts were upright towards us, but 
all Counbltant's faction were fled awny. ^ 

''There in the midst of them we manifested again our in- 
tendment, assuring them that, although Counbitant had now 
escaped us, yet there wns no place shuuld secure hiui and his 
from us if ho contlnucil his threatening us and pruvuking 
others against us, who had kindly cnlorlained him, and never 
intended evil towards him till he now si> justly de^rved it. 

** Moreover, if Massasoyt did nut return in safety frum Nar- 
rohigganset, or if hereafter he should make any insurrection 
against him, or offer violence to Tisquantum, Ilobomok, or any 
of Massasyt's sultjects, we would revenge it upon him to the 
overthrow of him and his." 

Concerning those Indians who were woundc<i in 
the wigwam beset by the English, the ancient chron- 
icler said, — 
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"We were sorrj for it, though thoinielrei procured it in not 
staying in tho house »t our coininnnd ; yet, if thej would re- 
turn home with us, our surgeon should heal them. 

"At this ofler one ronn and a woman that were wounded 
went home with us, Tisquantum and many other known friends 
aoeompnnying us, and oflering all help that might be by oar- 
riago of nny thing we had to ease us. 

"So that by God's good providenoe we safely returned the 
morrow night after we set forth." 

Let it be observed that the date of this occnrrcnce 
was t>iily seven or ci<;lit months after tlio landin*; of 
the Pilgrims at Plymouth, and this was, therefore, the 
first military expedition in which the people of Plym- 
outh Colony participated. We have already remarked 
that it was within the limits of what is now Middle- 
boro* that tho first conference between the Kn^lish 
and a chief rnler of the liidinns occurrctl in New 
England, and probably in any part of America north 
of Virginia, and we will now add that the first warlike 
expedition in New England had its objective-point at 
Nemasket (now Middleboro'), and here, too, was held 
the first or earliest court-martial of which a record 
has been preserved in the whole United States and 
British provinces. 

As a result of these proceedings at Nemasket, a 
treaty was, on the 13th of September, 1621, made 
with Caunbitant and several other sub-chiefs and 
principal men of influence among tho Indians, whase 
names were as follows: Ohquamehud, Cawnaconie, 
Obbatinnna, Nattawahnnt, Caunlmttint, Chicknt^inbuk, 
Quade(|uana, Iluttmoidcn, and Apannow. 

The Indian Cawnacome, who united in making this 
treaty of peace, is supposed to have been identical 
with the sub-chief, sachem, or sagamore, Coneconam, 
ruler of the Indians at and near Maomet, on Cape 
Cod. Obbntinnua was doubtless the chief at Shaw- 
mut (now Boston). Nattawahnnt was also known 
as Vashoonon, and snbsc<]uently took up his rcbi- 
dcnce in what wns called the Niproue country (now 
the county of Worcester), his wigwam standing 
near what was called Magus Hill. Quadequana was 
brother to Massasoit, and Chickataubut was sachem 
of Passonagesit, the country about Weymouth, al- 
though Mr. Drake, in his excellent book concerning 
the Indians, says that 

" Tho roMidriicoof tho family of Chickatnubut wns at Tohticut, 
now included in Middleborough. He was in obodience to Mas- 
sasoit, nnd, like other chiefs, had Tarious plHCOs of rrsort to suit 
the dtlTuront seasons of (ho year, — Honictimrs at Wessngusous- 
sct, soiiictinics nt Ncponsct, — and especially upon that part of 
Namasket called Tehtiout. 

"This was truly a river of Sagn mores. 

"Its aliuiidaiit stores of fish in the spring drew thciu from all 
parts of tho realm «)f Ihn chief sachem. 

" III the fifivt settling of IMiiiioiith some of the company, in 
wnndnrtii;; about upon diHeovory, canin u|M)n an Indian gravo, 
which was that of the mother of Chickataubut. 



" Over the body a stake was set in the ground and two huge 
bear skins, sewed together, spread orer it ; these the English 
took away. 

" When this came to the knowledge of Chickataubut he com- 
plained to his people and demanded immediate Tengeance. 
When they were assembled he thus harangued them : 

" ' When last the glorious light of all the iky was underneath 
this globe, and birds grew silent, I began to settle, as my cus- 
tom is, to take repose. 

" ' Before mine eyes were fast closed motho't I saw a vision, 
at which my spirit wns much troubled, and trembling at that 
doleful sight a spirit cried aloud. 

" ' Behold ! my son, whom I have cherished, see the paps 
that gave thee suck, the hands that clasp thee warm, and fed 
thee uft, canst thqu forget to take revenge of those wild people 
that hath my monument defaced in a despiteful manner, dis- 
daining our ancient antiquities and honorable customs. 

"'See now tho sacliem's grave lioK liko unto the common 
peoplo of ignolilu nicu defaced. 

"'Thy mother duth complnin, implores thy aid against this 
thievish people now come hither; if this be suflercd, I shall not 
rest in quiet within my everlasting habitation.'" 

" Mourt*s Relation,'' an early English authority, 
goes far to establish the truth of the forgoing eon- 
corning this dastardly outrage, when it says, " We 
brought sundry of the prettiest things away with us, 
and covered the corpse up again, and,** he added, 
*^ there was a variety of opinions amongst us about 
the embalmed person.'* 

The gravo of Chick ntaubut's mother was probably 
in what became the township of Weymouth. 

The evidence is pretty conclusive that tho English 
sustained two attacks from the Indians as a result of 
desecrating this grave and some other depredations 
committed by them. One of these attacks being 
made just as the white people were landing from a 
boat, and the other at Namskekit. 

The Indian name Chickataubut, when translated 
into the English language, signifies a house-a-fire, a 
singular appellation, one would think, to give as the 
name of a chief of a tribe or ruler of a people. 

Chickataubut is generally thought to have held do- 
minion over a tribe known as Massachusetts Indians, 
and as such he controlled a large section of the coun- 
try now constituting the State that took its name from 
the tribe he governed. 

But inasmuch as Chickataubut, at lo^ast for a time, 
ostiiblishcd the chief scat of his empire nt Titiout, wo 
shall therefore consider his biography as part of the 
aboriginal history of Middleboro*. 

On the 14th of June, 1631, the Massachusetts 
Bay government ordered that Chickatoubut should 
pay a snuiU heavcr-skm to satisfy one of the English 
for a pig that some of his Indians had killed, and to 
show that they appreciated that even-handed justice 
expressed in the old adage, " Sauce for goose should 
be sauce for gander,** also enacted, Sept. 27, 1631, 
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that ** Josias Plaistowe, for stealing four baskets of 
corn from the Indiuns, is ordered to rctiiru (hem eight 
baskets, to bo fined five pounds, and hereafter to be 
called by the name of Josias, and not Mr., as he 
formerly used to be,** and the aooomplioes of Plais- 
towe who had no title of Mr. to lose or money to [my 
in fines, were each sentenced to be publicly whipped, 
and thus showing a marked distinction in the manner 
that the authorities of the Massachusetts Bay Colony 
meted out justice when compared with that of Plym- 
outh people, so pious as to wink at the piracy prac- 
ticed on the grave of Chickatoubut's mother, and who 
had '* sought thus far freedom to worihip God*' and 
rob graves, praying over those they plundered and 
endeavor to perfect praises to a just God from the 
mouths of human hyenas. The brutal, careless, and 
thoroughly unfeeling manner in which *' Mourt*s He- 
ktion," a Plymouth production, disposed of Plym- 
outh people's participation in that dastardly outrage, 
should cover the memory of those miscreants with 
everlasting contempt. Here it is, *' We brought sun- 
dry of the prettiest things away with us and covered 
the corpse up again. There was variety of opinions 
amongst us about the embalmed person,** but there 
can properly be no variety of opinion among our 
readers of the true character of those who committed 
this outrage and shamelessly published the disgraceful 
fact to the world, or of the government that suffered 
the act to go unpunished. 

In 1632, two of Chickataubut*s Indians were con- 
victed of assaulting two of the inhabitants of Dor- 
chester in their houses. 

The ancient record says of these Indians, " They 
were put in the bilboes," and we further learn that 
Chickataubut was required to beat them, and he did. 
It was about this time that Chickataubut visited Gov- 
ernor Winthrop, at Boston, and presented the latter 
with the gift of a hogshead of corn. 

Mr. Drake, in his book concerning the Indians, 
when giving an account of this visit of Chickataubut 
to Governor Winthrop, said, — 

" Many of his sannops and sqo&ws eame with him, but were 
moti of them lent away after they had dined, although it thun- 
dered and rained and the governor urged tlioir Mtay. 

"Chickataubut probably feared they would be burdensome. 

"At this time he wore English clothes and sat at the gOT- 
omor's table, whoro he behaved himself es soberly, Xo., as an 
Englishman. 

"Not long after he called on Governor Winthrop and desired 
to buy clothes for himself; the governor informed him that 
English sagamoree did not use to truck, but he called his tailor 
and gave him orders to make him a suit of clothee, wherou|M>n 
he gave the governor two large skins of coat beaver. 

" In a few days his clothes were ready, and the governor put 
him into a very good new suit, from head to foo^ and after he 



set meat before them ; but he would not eat till the governor 
linil given tliiinks, and after muat lio doHiro«l liim t«» do Iho like, 
and so departed." 

In 1G33 the smallpox became f|uite prevalent among 
the Indians, and spread with fearful ravages and dia- 
ast/ous results, Chickataubut being among its victims, 
lie died in the month of November, 1633, and thus 
perished the most distinguished ruler among the In- 
dians, whose home was within the present geograph- 
ical limits of Middlcboro*. 

Tisquantum, who for a time also resided at Ne- 
masket (now Middlcboro'), died at a place catlled by 
the Indians Manamoyk (now Chatham), on Cape Cod. 
The disorder of which Squanto, (i/ta< Tisquantum, 
died was a fever, attended with a profuse bleeding at 
the nose, that the Indians said was a fatal symptom. 
Governor Winslow, of the Plymouth Colony, attended 
by Squanto, alias Tisquantum, had gone to Cape Cod 
to purcha.se corn of the Indians, and the Governor 
wrote, " But here [Chatham], though they had deter- 
mined to make a second essay, but God had otherwise 
disposed, who struck Tisquantum with sickness, inas- 
much that ho there di<id.** Squanto denired the Gov- 
ernor that he would pray for him, that he nii*:lit go 
to the Kiiglislitnan*H Go<l, and he ahso b<M|iioath(Hl his 
things to sundry of his Knglish fricMids, as reuicm- 
branecs of his love. 

By the English the death of Tisquantum was ac- 
counted a great loss. He died in the month of Decem- 
ber, 1 622, only about two years after the landing of 
the Pilgrims at Patuxet (now Plymouth). 

The Indian chieftain had a son, whose iiaiiie was 
Wampatuok, sometimes also ctdlod Josiah Sagamore, 
of Massachusetts, who sold a tract of country that 
became the town of Braintreo and that part now 
Quiney. In the deed he said that he made this sale 
with the consent of his wise men, viz. : Squamog, 
his brother Daniel, and old Ilahatun, and William 
Mananiomott, Job Nassett, ManunUigi), William Na- 
hunton. 

Says Mr. Drake*s work concerning the Indians : 



« 



Josias or Josiah Wauipatuck was sachem of Maltakosett, 
and from deeds which he gave must have been the owner of 
much of the lands southward of Boston. 

*'In 1063 ho sold Timothy Ilathorly, Jauies Cud worth, Jo- 
seph Tilden, Humphrey Turner, William Hatch, John Hoare, 
an^ Jamos Torrey a large tract of land in the vicinity of AceonI 
Pond and North River. 

" In 1062 he sold Package Neck, now called Pickade. lying 
between Namassaket River and a brook falling into Teticutt 
River, vis. : the most westerly of the three small brook es that 
do fall into the said river; likewise all the meiidow u|>«)n t»iid 
three brooks, for £21. 

"Also another tract k>oundod by Plimouth and Duzbury on 
one side, and Bridgewater on the other, extending to the great 
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pond, MAitnkeeaet ; provided It included not tho 1000 nonM 
given ti> liis non and (loorgo Waiiipog nnd John WAin|>owofi/' 

Josinh or JoRias Wampatuck, in or before August, 
1 G44, ii^rauted to the Titicut Indians three miles on 
each side of the Taunton River, and this Titicut 
plantation was carefully guarded over ever after in 
all grants of lands by the General Court in this part 
of the colony. The grantees were also instructed not 
to encroach on the Indian settlement, nor to molest 
the Indians. An Indian named Pomponoho, alias 
Peter, on the 20th of November, 1672, conveyed by 
deed all the Indian land north of Taunton Kiver, 
with certain expressed exceptions, to Nicholas By ram, 
Samuel Edson, and William Brett, who received the 
same in behalf of the town of Bridgewater. 

Purchases at dtflferent times were oflfected upon 
the south side of Taunton River of Josiah Wampa- 
tuck and Tuspaquin, the Black Sachem, so that in 
1669 the European settlers thereon were sufficient in 
number to secure an act of incorporation as the town- 
ship of Middlcboro'. 

Concerning the sales of lands made by Tuspaquin, 
tho Black Sachem, so called, see abori«;innl history 
of Lnkcvillc, as a part of those lands sold by Tuspa- 
quin now lie within the incorporated limits of Lake- 
ville, and a part are still included and remain in Mid- 
dleboro*. 



CHAPTER 11. 



PIONEER HISTORY. 



The first or earliest European visitor to the locality 
that aflerwards became the township of Middleboro* 
was Capt. Thomas Dermer, that visit occurring more 
than a year before the landing of the Pilgrims at 
Plymouth, and as the object, details, and results of 
that visit have already been given in the aboriginal 
chapter of this town's history, it would be a super- 
fluity to repeat the same here, and, in brief, suffice it 
to say that visit was paid to Ncmaskct (now Middle- 
boro*) in or near tho month of May, 16 19. 

Two years later Middlcb<>ro* was again visited by 
the Europeans, for on Tuesday, the 10th day of Juno, 
1621, at about nine of the clock in the morning, 
Edward Winsiow and Stephen Hopkins, taking the 
Indian Squanto, alias Ti^quantum, for their guide, 
started off from Plymouth to find the residence of 
Maasnsoit, tho greatest commander among the sav- 
ages, partly, as they said, to know where to find him, 
if occasion re<|uired, to discover the number, strength, 
and power of those he governed, and also to prevent 
60 



abuses in the disorderly coming of Indians to Plym- 
outh, and make satisfaction for some conceived in- 
juries supposed to have been done by the English to 
the Indians, and to continue the league of peace and 
friendship between them. 

Their rough, rude path in the forest led them 
through what still continues to be the westerly part of 
Plymouth, thenoe on through the present township 
of Carver into Middleboro', meeting, probably, in no 
part of all that solitary journey, with a single human 
being, and causing them to realize the feelings of 
Alexander Selkirk, as expressed in the words, — 

" I am monarch of all I f urvey, 

My right there is none to dispute, 
From the centre all round to the sea ; 
I am lord of the fowl and the brute. 



tt 



Solitude, whore are thy charms, 
That sagos have soon in thy face? 

Better dwell in the midst of alarms 
Than reign in this desolate place. 



tt 



About three of the clock in the aAernoon of the day 
they set out upon this journey through an almost track- 
less wilderness, their eyes were relieved and hearts 
gladdened at what they saw, and, as did the great 
apostle when he came in sight of the three taverns, 
so doubtless did Edward Winsiow and Stephen Hop- 
kins " thank Qod and take courage" as they caught 
the first glimpse of that only Indian settlement in all 
the wearisome way, tho inhabitants of which, with 
true hospitality that loses so much of its genuineness 
by tho conventionalities of civilized society, bado them 
welcome to their humble homes, and entertained them 
on a kind of bread called maizium, composed of the 
spawn or eggs of shads, boiled with acorns. 

The shad was a fish very abundant in Taunton 
River at that date, and from the name applied to the 
bread, it is probable that this, at some seasons of the 
year, might have had the addition of Indian-meal or 
pounded parched corn, but this visit being in June, 
perhaps the last year's crop of Indian corn was ex- 
pended, and it was several moons too early for a new 
harvest, and some weeks before they could regale 
themselves upon the luxuries of ** roasting ears." 
But such as the Indians had they liberally gave to 
their visitors, who, although realizing that ** better is 
a dinner of herbs where love is than a stalled ox and 
hatred therewith," did not fail to notice that tho 
acorns were musty, whereat Tisquantum told them to 
go a few miles farther, where they should find more 
store and better victuals. Said Mr. Winsiow, " We 
went and ainie thither at sunsetting," and as the 
glorious luminary of light was upon that long sum- 
mer's day just sinking below the western horixoO| 
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those olustering wigwams crowning the hilltops upon 
both sides of Taunton Kiver, at what was then, and 
until now, nearly three hundred years after, still 
oallod Titicut, gladdened the sight, and soon covered 
the forms of the weary Pilgrims. 

Upon the high ground on the Middloboro* side of 
Taunton River at Titicut, and a little west of where 
the Congregational meeting-house now stands, the 
Indians, with an eye to proper defense, some time 
erected a kind of fortification that came to be called 
the "Indian Fort,'' but they did not flee to it for 
protection on the approach of the Pilgrims, — Winslow 
and Hopkins, — with the, to them, indispensable Tis- 
quantum. No, there was no command from sub-chief 
issued to 

" HftDg out the banner on the outer wall ;" 

Seconded by 



" The cry is still they oome;" 

for these tired travelers were upon the white-winged 
message of peace instead of the proclamation of war ; 
they sought kindly to confer with, to counsel, benefit, 
and instruct the natives, instead of injure or deceive 
them, and therefore 

" Not AS tho oonqiion>r ooiiion, 

They, theee true-hearted, came ; 
Not with the roll of stirring drums, 
And the trumpet that sings of fame. 

" Not as the flying oome, 
In silence and in fear, 
They shook the depths of the desert's gloom, 
With their hymns of lofty cheer." 

" Here," said Mr. Winslow, ** we found many of 
the Namascheucks fishing upon a weir which they 
had made on a river which belonged to them, where 
they caught abundance of bass. These welcomed us 
also, and gave us of their fish, and we them of our 
victuals." 

It was on the hill a little west and not fur from the 
present Congregational Church edifice at Titicut, in 
Middleboro', that Winslow and Hopkins spent the 
night of June 10, 1621. 

Mr. Winslow added, " The ground is very good on 
both sides of the river, it being for the most part 
cleared. Thousands of men have lived there which 
died in the great plague not long since, and pity it 
was and is to see so many goodly fields, and so well 
seated without man to dress and work the same." 

At Titicut, now North Middleboro*, six Indians 
joined with Tisquantum as an escort to Winslow and 
Hopkins, on their way to Mount Hope Bay. After 
a pleasant visit to Massasoit, spending Wednesday 
night, Thursday and Thursday night, early on Friday 



they commenced their return to Plymouth, and again 
spent a night at Titicut, reaching Plymouth on Sat- 
urday. 

The next visit of Buropenns to Middleboro* wuh 
made near the last of August or early in September, 
1621, or some three months after the pleasant inter- 
view and mutual exchange of civilities just described, 
and in its features and detaib was quite the opposite. 
as that of Winslow and Hopkins was on an embassy 
of peace, while this, which so soon succeedeii it with 
Capt. Miles Standish at the head, a drawn sword in 
his hand, with his heavy-armed musketeers dose upon 
his heels, was one of war, and as we dislike to ** re- 
peat grievances," the account of that sad, sorrowful, 
and in some respects disjrraoeful and in all respects 
disagreeable transactions, together with all its un- 
pleasant and bloody details, will be left, only to appear 
in the aboriginal chapter of this town*s history, to 
which the reader is referred, while we turn our 
thoughts to the consideration, and our pen to the 
description, of circumstances, occurrences, and facts 
equally instructive and beneficial to acquire, and far 
more agreeable to contemplate. 

Among those pioneers of European descent that 
became actual settlers in Middleboro*, and who may 
properly receive prominent notice and particular 
mention, was Jacob Thompson, Esq., who was an 
original member of the First Congregational Church 
in Middleboro*, a man who won distinction in his day 
as a surveyor, and also as a magistrate. He surveyed 
the " twenty-six men's purchase,** and divided it among 
the proprietors in lots, and also the proprieUiricH 
of several of the neighboring txiwns. lie is said io 
have been a man of great weight of character, *and 
took the lead in the successful effort made by the 
First Congr^ational Church in this town to rid itself 
of the ministry of Mr. William Palmer, who was 
turned out of the pulpit of this church and society, 
and deposed from the ministry alt4)gether. Several of 
Mr. Thompson's letters to the neighboring minist^srs 
on that subject are still caroftilly preserved and extant. 
He was considered a man of sound piety, and as a 
pillar in the church greatly respected. To be a little 
more explicit, Jacob Thompson was a selectman of 
Middleboro* from 1697 to 1701, both years inclusive, 
re-elected in 1706, and served until 1728, with the 
exception of the year 1710. lleprcsentative to the 
General Court in 1716 and 1719. 

In the local militia of the town Jacob Tliom|»son 
was ensign as early as 1700, lieutenant in 1701, and 
captain in 1708. He received the commission as a 
justice of the peace for the county of Plynionth, t4> 
date from July 22, 1720. Jacob Thompson, iCsc|., 
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wns elected town clerk of Middlcboro*, March 14, 
170G, nnd by successive aiinunl elections continued in 
that office for the terra of thirty consecutive years, 
when he was out of office one year, and then re-elected 
and served seven years more. As tre^asurer of Mid- 
dleboro* Jacob Thompson was elected in March, 1736, 
and served cij^ht years. 

Francis Coombs was one of the selectmen of Mid- 
dleboro* as early as 1674, and re-elected to that office 
in 1680-82. He was on the 30th of October, 1678, 
lictmscd to keep a tavern or inn, now called a hotel, 
but then usually designated as an ** ordinary,'' at 
Middlcboro*, and at the same date also licensed to sell 
at retail, beer, wine, and liquors. Francis Coombs 
died Dec. 31, 1682, and his tavern license was re- 
newed to Mrs. Mary Coombs, July 1, 1684.* 

Isaac Flowland was among the pioneer settlers at 
Middlcboro'. He was a son of the Pilgrim, John 
Howland. Isaac Howland married Elisabeth, a daugh- 
ter of George Vaughan. Isaac Howland served under 
C'ipt. Hcnjaniin Church in King Philip's war, nnd 
was with that officer when he captured a body of In- 
dians that he t(Mik to IJridgcwater. Concerning that 
matter Capt. Church said, that he *' pursuing sent 
Mr. Isaac Howland with a party on one side of the 
swamp while himself with the rest ran on the other 
side, agreeing to run on each side until they met on 
the further end, placing some men in secure stands at 
that end of the swamp where Philip entered, con- 
cluding that if they hcuidetl him and heal him back, 
that ho would lake back in his own track. 

" Captain Church and Mr. Howland soon met at 
the further end of the swamp, it not being a great 
one, where they met with a great number of the 
enemy, well armed, coming out of the swamp ; but 
on sight of the English they seemed very much sur- 
prised antl t:u;kcd short. 

*' Captain Church called hastily to them and said, 
if they fired one gun they were all dead men, for he 
would have them to know that he had them hemmed 
in with a force sufficient to command them, but if 
they peaceably surrendered they should have good 
quarters, &c." 

In short the Indians surrendered, but King Philip 
with a few followers escaped at that time. 

Capt. Church continued, " Now, having no provi- 
sions but what they took from the enemy they has- 

* That taTorn wm probably kept upon tho tame spot af the 
piiblie-lioiiHo 0OIIIO fifty or sixty yonra ago kept by Capt. Abnor 
llarrown. Soiiio |K>rtion of that liouso Is very old, and perhaps 
the identical building whore the Coombs tavern was kept. A 
dnti);htor of Francis Ooonibs marrlo<1 a Harrows, nnd had a son 
whoso namo was Coombs Uarrowi. 



toned to Bridgewater, sending an express before to 
provide for them, their company being now very 
numerous. 

" Capt Church drove his prisoners that night into 
Bridgewater pound and set his Indian soldiers to 
guard them. 

• " They being well treated with victuals and drink, 
had a merry night, and the prisoners laughed as loud 
as the soldiers, not being so treated a long time 
before." 

Isaac Howland while serving in this war or in the 
local militia afler the war, attained to a position that 
entitled him to the rank of an ensign. Isaac How- 
land was a surveyor of highways at Middlcboro' in 
1672, constable in 1674, and grand juryman in 1682. 
In 1683, Isaac Howland was elected a selectman, and 
served in that office five years, re-elected in 1692, 
1695-96, 1700-3. Isaac Howland was in 1689 
chosen a representative to the General Court for the 
colony of New Plymouth, and served therein five 
years, and when that colony had been merged in the 
government of the province of the Massachusetts 
Bay he served one term more. He died in 1724. 

John Thompson was an early comer to and a pio- 
neer settler in Middlcboro*. He was a selectman of 
this town in 1674 and again in 1675, and, King 
Philip*8 war coming on, probably no selectmen were 
chosen for 1676 or 1677, and if there were, the 
record of such election is now lost. He was re-elected 
a selectman in 1 680, and served in that office for eight 
consocutivo years. John Thompson was a represen- 
tative to the General Court frop Middlcboro' in 1674, 
and again in 1675 ; also re-elected representative in 
1680, and served until 1686, or seven years more. 
He was also grand juryman in 1680. 

A lineal descendant of John Thompson, at the bi- 
centennial celebration of the incorporation of this 
town (Oct. 13, 1869), gave the following account: 

" I am the sixth generation in lineal descent from John 
Thompson, who was born in the North of England in 1013, and 
landed at Plymouth in May, 1635. 

" Ho niarriod Marj Cook, third daughter of Franeis Cook. 

" They had twelvo children, — six sons and six daughters. 

" He located about twenty rods west of the Plymouth line, in 
what was then Middlcboro' (but now Halifax), where he built 
a log house, which was burnt by the Indians at the oommenoe- 
ment of Philip's war. 

"The day prev^ious he was absent from home. 

" When he returned at night he inquired of his wife if she 
had seen any Indians. 

" She replied that there had been a number of squaws there, 
and they were uncommonly friendly and very helpful, — went 
with lior lo tho garden and assisted in picking beans. 

"Ho replied, 'There is trouble ahead; we must pack up im- 
mriliatoly and go to the garrison.' 

" Tho teams were put in readiness, and a portion of their 
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ftimitare and goods were loaded, while a part was seereted in a 
swamp near the dwelling-hoase, and before early dawn they 
were moving. 

" They had not gone many miles before the eolumn of smoke 
miulo sure to Ihum tlio fiUo of Ihoir dwelling. 

"At tho garrison those oapable of bearing arms, sixteen in 
number, met and obese John Thompson their eommander.' 

** Ho applied to the Qovernor and Counoll at Plymouth for a 
oommiMion, but, oonsidering the small namber of men, they 
gave him a lieutenant's oommisslon. 

'' Soon after Philip's war olosed he built a fVame bouse a few 
rods north of where tho former was burnt. 

'' It was lined with briok, with loop-holes, so as to be proof 
against musket-balls. 

** At that house I first beheld the pleasant light of day, was 
there cradled and rocked." 



The speaker at the same time exhibited the sword, 
the gun, and brass pistols formerly owned by John 
Thompson. This gun-stock and barrel is seven feet 
four and a half inches in length. Tho barrel is six 
feet one and a half inches long ; the look is ten inches 
long ; whole weight of gun, twenty pounds and twelve 
ounces ; the calibre, twelve balls to the pound. 

John Nelson was another of those pioneer settlers 
at Middleboro' deserving our notice. John Nelson 
was tt son of William Nelson, of l^lymouth, and wife, 
Martha Ford. William Nelson and Martha Ford 
were married Oct. 29, lt)40, and John, tho son, was 
born in 1647. 

John Nelson was constable of Middleboro' in 1669, 
the year of the town's incorporation, and held that 
o£Sce again in 1684. He was a selectman of Mid- 
dleboro' for the years 1681-83, and again in 1685- 
86, and grand juryman in 1675. 

John Nelson was tjiree times married. His first 
wife was Sarah Wood, a daughter of Henry Wood, of 
Middleboro'. John Nelson and Sarah Wood were 
united in marriage Nov. 28, 1667, and she died 
March 4, 1675. John Nelson's second wife was Mrs. 
Lydia Barnaby, the widow of James Barnaby, of 
Plymouth, and daughter of Robert Bartlett and wife, 
Mary Warren. Lydia was bom June 8, 1647. After 
the death of wife, Lydia, John Nelson took for a third 
wife Patience Morton, a daughter of Ephraim Mor- 
ton, of Plymouth, and wife, Ann Cooper. 

The children of John Nelson by wife, Sarah Wood, 
were John and Martha, both of whom died in child- 
hood, John dying Juno 5, 1676, and Martha, Feb. 
19,107(1. 



> That garrison was for a short time probably maintained 
upon a piece of land now owned by the heirs of the late Col. 
Petor II. Peiroe, and is that spot from which traditioo says that 
a white man fired at and killed an Indian who wns standing 
upon what is still called the *' Indian Rock," on the opposite 
side of the Nemasket River. The place was soon abandoned to 
the Indians, the white people all fleeing to Plymouth. 



The children of John Nelson and second wife, 
Lydia Bartlett Barnaby, were Samuel Nelson, born 
July 4, 1683, and Joanna Nelson, born in 1689. 
Tho son, Samuel, married thnu) times, vix., lirnl, in 
1704, Hannah Ford; second, Uatlishuba Nichols; and 
third, Sarah Holmes. 

Tho children of John Nelson and third wife. Pa- 
tience Morton, were Lydia, born in 1694, and Sarah, 
in 1695. 

William Hoskins located in MiddlclK)ro' at a com- 
paratively early date, and he was the first or earliest 
town clerk of Middleboro' of whose election there 
remains a record. He was unanimously chosen to 
thatofiSce May 24, 1681. 

The town voted to give William Hoskins a load of 
fish, taken at tho herring weir and delivered at his 
house, for ono year's service as town clerk. It should 
be borne in mind that the public records of Middle- 
boro' from the date of incorporation, in 1669, to King 
Philip's war, in 1675, a period of about six years, are 
lost, and are supposed to have been burned by the 
Indians in that war. Authentic dates in the hbtory 
of this town before that year are derived from du- 
plicate copies or returns of elections that wcro sent to 
Plymouth before that war began and wcro thus pre- 
served, and but for which very little (Mmid now bo 
learned of what transpired in Middleboro' during the 
first seven or eight years immediately succeeding the 
date of its incorporation. 

John Bennet held a leading position among the 
early settlers of European descent in Middleboro'. 
lie is said to have been the son of Peter Bennet, of 
Bristol, in England, from whence John emigrated to 
Virginia in 1665, and concerning whom the earliest 
records of the First Congregational Church in Mid- 
dleboro' has the following entry : 

"John Bennet, Sen'., our brother, ordained Deacon, 

Deacon in the church of Middleboro', March 

10, being the second Sabbath in that month, and 
chosen by a full consent to that office some consider- 
able time before, who formerly dwelt at Beverly, 
whom Qod in a way of his providence sent to dwell 
in Middleboro' to be serviceable there in church and 
town." 

This election to the oflico of deacon ap]>ears to 
have been in 1695. lie was chosen town clerk tif 
Middleboro' March 28, 1693, and served therein 
thiiteen years; elected a selectman in 1692 and 
served two years, elected again in 1695, 1697, and 
1698. He died March 21, 1718, aged seventy-six 
years. His wife was Deborah Qrover. They were 
married at Beverly in 1671. She died March 22, 
1718, aged seventy years. 
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John Morton. His name appears among those 
who represented the town in the Oeneral Court, a 
position that he filled for the years 1G72 and 1673, 
and he was a surveyor of the highways in 1675. 
Tradition says that he was a son of George Morton, 
who came to America in the "Ann'* in 1G23. John 
Morton was an early comer to Middleboro*, where he 
built a house near the river, and concerning the de- 
struction of which are two somewhat disagreeing 
traditions. One tradition is that the house was acci- 
dentally destroyed by fire while the family were absent 
and at meeting on Sunday. The other tradition is 
Uiat the house was burned by the Indians in King 
Philip's war. He is said to have built the southeast 
or oldinst portion of what came to be known as the 
" old Morton house," a large dwelling of rectangular 
shape, about sixty feet in length and thirty feet wide, 
with a gambrel roof and two stories high. This 
house was taken down in 1870. It appeared to have 
been erected at three different times. The oldest 
part had been standing nearly two hundred years. 

Jonathan Dunham was a selectman of Middleboro' 
for the years 1674 and 1G75. 

Qeorge Yaughan appears to have been the first or 
earliest tavern-keeper in Middleboro', his license for 
the setting up which business dating from July 5, 
1669. He was constable of the town in 1675. 

Joseph Vaughn was one of the selectmen of Mid- 
dleboro* for many years, lie was first elected to that 
office in the year 1680, and last in the year 1722, 
having performed the duties of. that station twenty- 
five years. He united with the First Congregational 
Church in Middleboro', March 9, 1710. He was 
twice married, — first, in 1680, Joanna Thomas. She 
died April 11, 1718, in the sixty- first year of her ago; 
and he for a nccond wile, in 1720, married Mercy 
Fuller, the widow of Jabez Fuller. Her maiden 
name was Wood, and she died March 2, 1734, in the 
eighty-first year of her age. 

In the local militia of Middleboro' Joseph Vaughn 
was commissioned ensign as early as the year 1700, 
promoted to lieutenant in or about the year 1705, and 
to captain in March, 1716. He commanded a com- 
pany that embraced all the local militia of the town. 

Samuel Wood. lie was a selectman of Middle- 
boro' in 1684, and again in 1689, 1691, 1693, and 
1694, and surveyor of highways in 1673 and 1674, 
and constable in 1682. He was one of the original 
members of the First Congregational Church of Mid- 
dleboro'. Ilcbccca, his wife, united with that church 
May 27, 1716. She died Feb. 10, 1718, in the 
sixty-seventh year of her age. Samuel Hall died 
Feb. 3, 1718, in the seventieth year of his age. 



Ebeneier Tinkham was elected a selectman of 
Middleboro' in 1690 and 1691, and again in 1696 
and 1700. He was one of the original members of the 
First Congr^ational Church of Middleboro', chosen 
in or about 1695. He died April 8, 1718, in the 
seventy-third year of his age. He married Elisabeth 
Liscom, who was also one of the original members of 
the First Congregational Church of Middleboro'. She 
died in 1718, aged sixty- four years. 

At a period a Ifttle later than the arrival of those 
pioneer settlers in Middleboro' whose names have 
been given, there came to this town from Salepi a 
man named John Raymond, who in King Philip's 
war had rendered remarkable good service in the 
company commanded by Capt. Joseph Gardiner, being 
present and participating in what is probably the 
greatest battle ever fought on New England soil, the 
taking of the Indian fort in the Narragaiisett country 
on the afternoon of Sunday, Dec. 19, 1675. John 
Raymond is said to have been the first soldier who 
succeeded in entering the gate of the fortification on 
that bloody afternoon, in the most sanguinary conflict 
that New England had then or has since seen. His 
captain, Joseph Qardiner, fell dead soon after enter- 
ing the well-constructed and desperately-defended 
work, being shot with a bullet through the head. 

During that singular infatuation of the people still 
known as the prevalence of the witch delusion in 
Salem, this veteran soldier, John Raymond, fled for 
his life from those he had thus defended, and for 
whose protection he had exposed both life and limb, 
and in Middleboro' sought safety from fanatical per- 
secution and insane madness. It is gratifying to con- 
template that in Middleboro' this brave man, ill- 
treated and unappreciated patriot, found a city of 
refuge and haven of rest, that here 

** Tbo broken Boldior wub kindly bade to ttaj ;" 

that here, during the evening of his days, with none 
to hurt, harm, molest or make afraid, he could under 
his vine and fig-tree 

" Weop o'er bis wounds and tiiles of bonor done, 
Sboiildor bis orutob and sbow bow fields were won." 

After coming to reside in Middleboro* John Ray- 
mond, the Narragansett soldier, became a member of 
the First Congregational Church, here gathered a 
^* soldier in the army of the Lord ;" and here at his 
death had his burial; and here his grave remains until 
this day. The date of his admission to membership 
in the Congregational Church was April 29, 1722, 
when ho was said to have been in the seventy- 
fourth year of his age, and if so, he must have been 
born in or near the year 1648, and was a little less 



950 



HISTORY OF PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 



than thirty years of age when participating io the 
arduous toils and dangerous duties of King Pliilip's 
war. 

Juno 5, 1725, tho noblu old votcrun went to an 
inspection by the great Searcher of all hearts, and 
passed in grand review before the Qod of armies and 
Lord of hosts. Seventy and seven was the number 
of the years of his earthly pilgrimage, in which he was 
required to watch and fight and pray. 

The name of Samuel Eddy appears among those of 
the twenty-six men who in March, 16G2, purchased 
of the Indian suchcm, Wampntuck, a tract of country 
that adcrwards became the First Precinct in Middle- 
boro'. 

Samuel Eddy was the son of a Non-Conformist 
minister, the Rev. William Eddy, of Cranbrook in 
the County of Kent, England. 

Samuel Eddy, together with his brother, John, 
sailed from Boxted, in England, Aug. 10, 1630, and 
arrived at Plymouth in November following, having 
been twelve weeks at sea. 

Governor Winthrop says, concerning the vessel 
that brought these brothers, " they had sixty passen- 
gers, and lost but one," and he further added, that 
ono of tho Eddys told him, " ho had many letters in 
the ship for mo." 

Samuel Eddy at first settled in Plymouth, where 
he purchased a house and land of Experience 
Mitchell. 

In 1638 "4 shares in the black heifer" were aa- 
signed to him. 

In 1633 his servant, Thomas Brian, was brought 
before the Qovernor and assistants for running away, 
brought back by an Indian, and ** whipped before the 
governor." 

The Christian name of his wife was Elisabeth, 
concerning whom, in the early colonial records, we 
find the following : *' 1651, Elizabeth, wife of Sam- 
uel Eddy, arraigned for wringing and hanging out her 
clothes on LordVday; fine 20s., but remitted." 
** 1 660, Elizabeth Eddy summoned for traveling from 
Plymouth to Boston on Lord*8-day. She answered 
that Mrs. SafiSn was very weak and sent for her with 
an earnest desire to see her in her weakness. The 
court thought they saw not a sufficient excuse, and 
saw cause to admonish her, and so she was dis- 
charged." 

Samuel Eddy, and Elizabeth, his wife, had sons, — 
Zechariah, Caleb, John, and Obadiah. 

Samuel Eddy died in 1688, aged eighty-seven 
years. He passed the last years of his life at Mid- 
dlcboro' and in Swansea. 

Obadiah Eddy, the son of Samuel Eddy, settled in 



Middleboro*, and inherited the patrimonial lands in 
this town. 

He was here before King Philip's war, and during 
that conflict liuik rofugoat Plymouth, returning again 
at its dose. 

He was a surveyor of highways at Middleboro* in 
1675, grand juryman in 1673, 1679, 1681, 1683, 
and 1685, and a selectman in 1694. 

Samuel Eaton was among the twenty-six men who 
purchased what became tho First Precinct in Mid- 
dleboro' of the Indian sachem, Wampatuck, said pur- 
chase made in the month of Mai*ch, 1662, and said 
Samuel Eaton also became one of the pioneer settlers 
of Middleboro'. 

He was the son of Francis Eaton who, with his 
wife, Sarah, and his son, Samuel, constituted a part of 
tho Pilgrim band who came to Anicrictiand landc<l at 
Plymouth in the month of December, 1620, from the 
deck of the " Mayflower." 

Samuel, the son, was for a time settled in Duxbury, 
and aflerwards came to Middleboro*. He, in 1661, 
married Martha Billington. 



CHAPTER in. 

OIVIL HISTORY. 

At a session of the Colonial Court, holden at 
Plymouth in the month of June, 1669, an act of in- 
corporation was obtained that found a place upon tho 
public record in the words following : 

" At thU court the court granted that Namassakett Khali he a 
township, and to be called by the name of Middleberry, and 
k>ounded with Plymouth bounds on the easterly side, and with 
the bound of Taunton on the westerly side, and with the 
bounds of Bridgewater on the northerly side or entl, and on the 
southerly side or end to extend six miles from the wading-place, 
and at tho end of said six miles tu run unst to IMyiiiouth lino, 
and from the said liuo wost to Taunton lino, und in caso tho 
west line runs to the southward of Taunton line, then to run 
nntii we come up to the southermost part of Taunton bounds, 
and then square off north to it." 

The wading-plaoe noticed in the act of incorpora- 
tion was where the bridge on the Plymouth road now 
crosses th6 Nemasket River, near tho Star Mills. 

This description does not properly apply to the town- 
ship of Middleboro* at the present time, for the rcanon 
that a portion of the town in a northerly direction was 
in 1734 set off and made to constitute a part of the 
township of Halifax, and in 1853 about one-third of 
its remaining territory upon the southwesterly side was 
detached, sot oil', and made to form a new and distinct 
town, known as Lakeville. 



HISTORY OP MIDDLBBORO\ 



951 



Kor iiiiiiiy yniTH prcvioiiH ti) I ho Hotting off of linko- 
villo, Mid(ll(^bon»* in its territorial liiiiilH W}i8 tlio 
lar^c8t town in the Stsitc, containing nearly one hun- 
dred 8quare miles. 

About fiix years intervened between the date at 
which Middlcboro' wuh incorporated as a town and 
the brcakin<; out or couiinenccment of King Philip*s 
war, and yet the inhabitants of European descent had 
increased only to about sixteen families, and these 
quickly left all their possessions here and fled for 
refuge to Plymouth, and there remaining until that 
bloody and disastrous conflict was ended. 

These proprietors, being still at Plymouth, were 
there C(mvened together upon the 27th day of June, 
1677, and voted " that we do unanimously agree by 
the permission of God and by his gracious assistance 
to make a beginning again in order unto the repos- 
session of our lands and re-edification of our demol- 
ished buildings and habitation which some of us were, 
before the late and sad war, in actual improvement 
and |>OHSossitm of, and to make such orders and conclu- 
sions ns may ho|K*fully have a tendency unto the lay- 
ing a foundation of a town and pious society in that 
place." 

Not last or least among the numerous losses sus- 
tained by the people of Middleboro' in that "sad 
war*' was the total destruction of the public records 
of the town, a loss that they sadly lamented and en- 
deavored to nuiko up for and su])ply from recollection 
and extracts from the colonial records kept at Plym- 
outh, whereby much was regained and retranscribed, 
while the evidence, doubtless, of many equally valu- 
able facts was irretrievably lost, the fire kindled by 
an infuriated Indian's torch having forever wiped 
these from earth's book of remembrance, and con- 
signed to a grave that never gives up its dead, whose 
ash(« are, by the mantle of oblivion, hid beyond the 
hope and power of a resurrection. 

Chief among the civil officers of a New England 
town are, and for many years has been, the selectmen 
or ** fathers of the town," as these are not unfre- 
quently designated. 

Ijaws concerning these officers began to find a place 
upon the statute-book of Plymouth Colony as early 
as 1GG2, or seven years before the town of Middle- 
boro' was incorporated. Here is a copy of the act of 
1662: 

" It in ennotod by tlio court, That in every Towne of this ju- 
risdiction there bo three or five Celootnicn chosen by the Towns- 
iiienoHlor Iho rnMMiicn,su(ili as shall ho n|)provo<l by Iho Court, 
for the hotter niimti^inf; uT I ho afniros oT tlio ri«|ioctivo Town- 
shi|>es: nnd Hint the Colcctincii in evory towne, or llio tnnjor 
|>'lo of thoni, iiro hereby iin|m\vercd to honro nnd detornnne 
all dcbtcs and dinorencos arising between p'son and p'son 



within their rospcotivo Townshipop not oxnooding forty shil- 
linp<; as alsiK) Ihoy aro lioorhy ini|M)woroil to hoaro and dotor- 
mino all diflerenoos arising betwixt any Indiani and the Eng- 
lish of thoiro r(Mi)>ective townshipos abont damage done in 
Corn by the Cowes, Swine, or any other beastet belonging to 
the Inhabitant! of the said retpeotive townshipet ; and the de- 
termination of the abovesaid dilTcrencM not being satisfyed as 
was agreed, the p'ty wronged to repaire to some Magistrate for 
a warrant to receive such award by distraint. 

" It is further enacted by the Court, That the said Celeetmen 
in every Township approved by the Court, or any of them, shall 
have power to give forth summons in his Ma'tie's name to re- 
quire any p'sons complained of to attend the hearing of the 
case, and to summon witnesses to give testimony upon that ac- 
count, and to determine of the Controversyes according to legal 
evidence; and that the p'sons complaining shall serve the sum- 
mons themselves upon the p'sons complained against, and in 
case of theiro non-appearance to proceed on notwithstanding 
in the hearing and determination of such controversy as comee 
before them, and to have twelve-pence apiece for every award 
they agree upon." 

The act of 1666 provided, — 

" That one or two of the seleotmen whom the Court shall ap- 
point in each Township of this Jurisdiction bee hoerby impow- 
ercd to a<lniinistor an oath in all ciiiics oonimittod to them, as 
alsoc to grant an execution for suoh p'sons as neglect or refuse 
to pay theiro just duos according the verdicte of the said p'sons; 
and that the said Selectmen in every towne bee under oath for 
the true p'rformance of theire office ; and if any p'son finds 
himselfe agreived with verdictof said Selectmen, Then they hare 
theire liberty to appeale to the next Court of his Ma'tie boldea 
att Plymouth, provided that forthwith they put in Ccouritie to 
prosecute the appoale to eflfect and alsoo enter the grounds of 
theire apoalos; and in case any towne doe neglect to chose and 
p'Keiit such yearly unto the Courts of Klection, That every 
such Towne shal bee lyable to pay a fine of Avo pounds to the 
Coun trey's use. 

"It is enacted by the Court, That the Cdectmen in every 
Township of this goverment shall take notice of all suoh p'sons 
that are or shall come into any of the Townships without the 
approbation of the Cov'r and two of the Assistance, aooording 
to order of the Court, and the said Coleotmon shall warne the 
said p'sons to aply themselves for approbation according to 
order, which, if they shall refuse or negleot, the said Celeotmen 
aro heorby inipowerod to ro(|uiro the p'son or p'sons to appoer 
att the next Court to bee holdcn att Plymouth, and to require Ce- 
curitio for theire nppeorance, which, if any refuso to doe, tho 
Celeetmen shall inform tho Constable of the Towne where bee 
liveth, which said Constable shall forthwith carry the said p'son 
or p'sons before the Gov'r or some one of the Assistance of this 
Qov'rment. 

''Whereas, the Court takes notice oflf great neglect of fre- 
quenting the publicke worship of God upon the Lord's day : it 
is enacted by the Court and tho authoritie thcreolT, That the Ce- 
Icut men of each Township of this (Jov'r ment shall take notice 
of such in their Townshipps as neglect, through prophannes and 
slothfulnes, to come to the publicke worship of God, and shall 
require nn account of them, and, if they give them not satisfac- 
tion, thnt they rcturne theire names to the Court." 

Act passed in 1681 : 

" It nhiilho lawfiill lor either plninlillo or defondaut to re- 
quiro a suhpona of any Colectinen of tho sniiio Town where tho 
witnesMcs live to require any p'son to appeor before some one of 
the Ccloctniont of the same Towne to give evidence before some 
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one or more, whoe shall oonToj it to the Oeleot Ooart of that 
Towne where the ease is depending. 

'' It is ordered by the Court and the authoritie thereof that 
the oholoe of Oeloulroen bo spooifled in the warrants that are 
sent downo to the tfovoral Towiioh fur tlio olioioe of his Ma'llo's 

« 

offlcerH, and theire names to be relumed into the Court under 
the Constable's hand, and to be ealled in Court to take theire 
oath, as is In suoh case provided ; and if in ease any providenee 
prevent theire appeeranee, then to appeer before some Magis- 
trate of this Qov^meot within one month after the said Court, 
to take oath, under the penalty of twenty shillingM." 

The act of 1683 provided,— 

" That the Poor May be provided for as neoessitj reqnireth, 
This Court ordereth that the Celeetmen in eaeh Towne shall 
take oare and see that the poor in theire respective Townee be 
provided for, and are heerby Impowered to relieve and provide 
for them aooording as neoessitie, in theire desoretion, doth re- 
quire, and the Towne shall defray the charge thereof. 

** And the Celeot Men of the several Towns are hereby re- 
quired to give in a list of the names of suoh as mispend their 
time, whetlior House holders or others, and all single persons 
that live from under Family Qovemment or will not be gov- 
erned by their Parents or Masters where they live, that so the 
Court may proceed with them as the case may require." 

SBLBCTMBN.i 

1074. — John Thompson, Jonathan Dunham, and Franois 
Coombs. 

1075. — John Thompson, Jonathan Dunham, and Francis 
CoombM. 

1080.*— John Thompson, Franois CoombM, and Samuel Fuller, 

1081. — John Thompson, Franois Cooiubs, and John Nelson. 

1082. — John Thompson, Francis Coombs, and John Nelson. 

1088. — John Thompson, John Nelson, and Isaac Rowland. 

1084. — John Thompson, Isaao Howland, and Samuel Wood. 

1086. — John Thompson, John Nelson, and Isaao Howland. 

1080. — John Thompson, John Nelson, and Isaao Howland. 

1087. — John Thompson, Isaao Howland, and John Allen. 

1088. — No record to be found. 

1089.— Samuel Wood, Joseph Vaughn, and Nathaniel Warren. 

1090. — Joseph Vaughn, Ebeneser Tinkham, and John Allen. 

1091. — Joseph Vaughn, Ebenotor Tinkham, and Samuel Wood. 

1092. — Isaao Howland, Joseph Vaughn, and John Bennett. 

1093. — Joseph Vaughan, John Bennett^ and Samuel Wood. 

1094. — Joseph Vaughan, Samuel Wood, and Obadiah Bddy. 

1095. — Eos. Isaao Howland, Joseph Vaughan, and John Ben- 
nett. 

1090. — Isaao Howland, Joseph Vaughan, and Ebeneser Tink- 
ham. 

1097. — Joseph Vaughan, John Bennett, and Jacob Thompson. 

1098. — Joseph Vaughan, John Bennett, and Jacob Thompson. 

1099. — Joseph Vaughan, Samuel Wood, and Jaoob Thompson. 

1700. — Isaao Howland, Ebeneser Tinkham, and Jaoob Thomp- 
son. ' 

1701. — Isaao Howland, Lieut. Jaoob Thompson, and Ens. 
Vaughan. 

1702. — Isaao Howland, Joseph Vaughan, and John Allen. 

1703. — Isaao Howland, David Thomas, and Thomas Thompson. 



1 From 1669 to 1673 no returns of elections to be found among 
the colouini liloa or locords, and those kept (If, indood, any wore 
kept) in town were lost and probably burned by the Indians 
in King Philip's war. 

* The records of the town from 1670 to 1079 were lost in King 
Philip's war, — probably burned, the town vacated by its inhab- 
itants of European descent. 



1704. — Joseph Vaughan, Thomas Pratt, and Thomas Thompaon. 

1700.— No reoord. 

1700. — Ens. Joseph Vaughan, Samuol Wood, and Jaoub Thomp- 
son. 

1707. — Kns. Josoph Vaughan, Samuel WootI, and .laooh Thump- 
son. 

1708. — Lieut. Joseph Vaughan, Samuel Wood, and Jacob 
Thompson. 

1709. — Lieut. Joseph Vaughan, Samuel Wood, and CapL Jaoob 
Thompson. 

1710. — Lieut. Joseph Vaughan, Ens. Elkanah lioonard, and 
Rodolphus Elmer. 

1711. — Samuel Wood, Jaoob Thompson, and Elkanah Leonard. 

1712. — Capt. Jacob Thompson, Lieut. Joseph Vaughan, and 
Ens. Elkanah Leonard. 

1718. — Capt. Jacob Thompson, Lieut. Joseph Vaughan, and 
Ens. Elkanah Leonard. 

1714. — Cnpt. Jaoob Thompson, Lieut. Joseph Vaughan, and 
Ens. Elkanah lioonard. 

1715. — Capt. Jacob Thompson, Peter Bennett, and Rodolphus 
Elmer. 

1710. — Capt. Jacob Thompson, Lieut. Joseph Vaughan, and 
John Bennett, Jr. 

1717. — Capt. Jacob Thompson, Capt. Joseph Vaughan, and 
John Bennett, Jr. 

1718. — Capt. Jaoob Thompson, Capt. Joseph Vaughan, and 
John Bennett. 

1719. — Jacob Thompson, John Bennett, and lehabod South- 
worth. 

1720. — Capt. Jaoob Thompson, Capt. Joseph Vaughan, and 
John Bennett. 

1721. — Capt. Jaoub Thompson, John Bonuott, and Lieut, leha- 
bod Southworth. 

1722. — Capt. Jaoob Thompson, Capt. Joseph Vaughan, and 
Lieut. lohabod Southworth. 

172S. — Capt. Jacob Thompson, John Bennett, and Deacon Sam- 
uel Barrows. 

1724. — Capt. Jaoob Thompson, John Bennett, and Deaeon Sam- 
uel Barrows. 

1725. — Capt. Jaoob Thompson, Lieut. Nathaniel Southworth, 
and Deacon Samuel Barrows. 

1720. — Capt. Jaoob Thompson, Deaeou Samuol Barrows, and 
Lieut. Nathaniel Southworth. 

1727. — Capt. Jacob Thompson, Deacon Samuel Barrows, and 
Lieut. Nathaniel Southworth. 

1728. — Deooon Samuel Barrows, Capt. lohabod Southworth, 
John Bennett, John Tinkham, and Elkanah Leonard. 

1729. — Deacon Samuel Barrows, Cnpt. Iohab«>d Southworth, 
John Bennett, Lieut. Nathaniel Southworth, and John 
Tinkham. 

1780. — Deacon Samuel Barrows, Capt. lohabod Southworth, 
liieut. Nathaniel Southworth, John Bennett, and John 
Tinkham. 

1781. — Deacon Samuel Barrows, Capt. lohabod Southworth, 
Lieut. Nathaniel Southworth, John Bennett, and John 
Tinkham. 

1732. — Deacon Samuol Barrows, Capt. Ichabod Southworth, 
John Bennett, John Tinkham, and Thomas Nolvou. 

1733. — Deacon Samuel Barrows, Capt. Ichabod Southworth, 
John Bennett, Elkanah Leonard, and Jacob Thompson. 

1734. — Doiioon Samuel Barrows, Capt. lohabod Southworth, 
John Bennett, Elkanah Leonard, and Jacob Thompson. 

1735. — Capt. lohabod Southworth, John Bennett, Jacob Thomp- 
son, BIknnah Leonard, and Benjamin White, R<m|. 

1730. — John Bounett, Capl. Nathaniel Southworth, Jiioob 
Thompson, Elkanah Leonard, and Benjamin White, Esq. 
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1737. — tlohn Bonnott, Onpt. NAtlmniel 8ouiliworth| Jitcob 

Thoin|iiiony KIkannli lj<H)nAn1y Kvq., J)onJaiiiin Whiio, Knq. 
1738. — John llonnctt, C*npt. Nftthnniel Southworib, Jnoob 

Thompson, Blkanah Leonard, »nd Bonjamin White, Bsq. 
1730. — John Bonnelty Capt. NAthaniel Soothworih, Jacob 

Thompson, Blkanah Leonard Esq., and BcrOamin White, 

Bsq. 
1740. — John Bennett, Capt. Nathaniel Soath worth, Jaoob 

Tlionipflon, Blkanah lioonard, J^q., and Benjamin White, 

Bsq. 
1741. — John Bennett, Capt. Nathaniel Southworth, Jacob 

Thompson, Blkanah Leonard, Bsq., and Benjamin White, 

Bsq. 
1742. — Capt. Nathaniel Southworth, Jaoob Thompson, Benja- 
min White, Bsq., Bns. Jonathan Smith, and Deacon John 

Haokett. 
1743. — John Bennett, Capt. Ichabod Soathworth, Capt. Nathsn- 

iol Southworth, Lieut. Jaisob Thompson, and Benjamin 

White, Knq. 
1744. — Deacon Samuel Barrows, Capt. lohabod Southworth, 

Capt. Nathaniel Southworth, Deacon Samuel Wood, and 

Capt. Bbenexer Morton. 
I74fi. — Capt. Ichabod Southworth, Capt. Nathaniel Southworth, 

Lieut. Jacob Thompson, Capt. Ebeneser Morton, and Peter 

Oliver, Bsq. 
]74A.-~(*apt. IcIialKMl Southworth, Capt. Nathaniel Southworth, 

Lieut. Jaoob Thompson, Capt. Bbenesor Morton, and Peter 

Oliver, Bsq. 
1747. — John Bennett, Capt. Ichabod Southworth, Capt. Na- 
thaniel Southworth, Lieut. Jacob Thompson, and Capt. 

Bbenexer Morton. 
1748.— Capt. Ichabod Southworth, Peter Oliver, Esq., Lieut. 

Jonathan Smith, Nathaniel Smith, and Deacon Benjamin 

Tucker. 
1740. — CapL Iclinbod Southworth, Lieut. Jonathan Smith, 

Nathaniel Smith, Deacon Benjamin Tucker, and John 

Weston. 
1760. — Capt. IclialMMl Southworth, Lieut. Jonathnn Smith, 

Nathaniel Smith, Deacon Bonjamin Tucker, and John 

Weston. 
1751. — Lieut. Jonathan Smith, Capt. Nathaniel Smith, Deacon 

Benjamin Tucker, Thomas Nelson, Jr., and Elias Miller. 
1752. — Lieut. Jonathan Smith, Capt. Nathaniel Smith, Deacon 

Benjamin Tucker, Thomas Nelson, Jr., and Elias Miller. 
175.V -Lieut. Jonathan Smith, Thomas Nelson, Jr., and Elias 

Milior. 
1754. — Liont. Jonathan Smith, Thomas Nelson, Jr., and Elias 

Milior. 
1755. — Elias Miller, Elder Mark Haskell, and Joseph Tinkham. 
1756.— Elias Miller, Elder Mark llaskell,and Joseph Tinkham. 
1757. — Elios Miller, Lieut. Thomas Nelson, and Joseph Thomp- 
son. 
17aH. — Lieut. Thomas Nelson, John Thompson, (Jcrshom Cobb, 

David Aldcn, and Ens. Isnuc Peirco. 
1750. — Liont. Thomas Nelson, John Thompson, David Aldon, 

John Montgomery, and Henry Thomas. 
1700. — Lieut. Thomas Nelson, John Montgomery, Henry 

Thomas, Lieut. Benjamin White, and Tchal>od Wood. 
17A1. — Lieut. Thomns Nelson, John Montgomery, Henry 

Thomas, Lieut. Benjamin White, lobahod Wood. 
17G2. — Lieut. Benjamin White, IcImbiMl Wood, Ramuol Show, 

(!apt. Ntitliaiiiol Siiiilii, and Willliiin lliirlnw. 
1703. — Lieut. Thuuini Nelpon, Lieut. Bonjtuuin White, Ichabod 

Wood, William llnrlow, and Capt. Uidoon Southworth. 
17C4. — Lieut. Thomas Nelson, Lieut. Henjaniin White, Ichabod 

Wood, John Thompson, and Gideon Southworth. 



1705. — Lieut. Thomns Nelson, Lieai. Benjamin White, Tohabod 
Wood, Capt. Oidcftn Southworth, and Hon. Peter Olirer. 

1700.— Capt. Nathaniel Smith, lohabod Wood, John Mont- 
gomery, Capt. Ebeneser Sproutt, and Joshua White. 

1707.— Capt. Nathaniel Smith, Joehaa White, Capt. Ebeneier 
Sproutt, Nathaniel Wood, and Edward Washburn. 

1708. — Capt. Ebeneser Sproutt, John Montgomery, Joshua 
White, Ens. Nathaniel Wood, and Zebulon Leonard. 

17G0. — John Montgomery, Joshua White, Zebulon Loonard, 
Bns. Nethaniel Wood, and Nathaniel Bnmpus. 

1770. — John Montgomery, Joshua While, Ichabod Wood, Zebu- 
lon Leonard, and Capt. Ebeneser Sproutt. 

1771. — John Montgomery, Ichabod Wood, Zebulon Leonard, 
Capt. Ebeneser Sproutt, and Capt. Benjamin White. 

1772. — John Montgomery, Ichabod Wood, Zebulon Leonard, 
Capt. Ebeneser Sproutt, and Capt. Benjamin White. 

1773. — Cspt. Ebeneser Sproutt, Capt. Benjamin White, Zebulon 
Leonard, Cnpt. William Canedy, and Jaoob BennetL 

1774.— Capt. Ebeneser Sproutt, Cnpt. Benjamin White, Wil- 
liam Harlow, George Leonard, and Nathaniel Sampson. 

1775.— Maj. Ebenezer Sproutt, Capt. Joshua White, William 
Harlow, George Leonard, end Nathaniel Sampson. 

1770. — William Harlow, George Leonard, Nathaniel Sampson, 
Capt. Nathaniel Wood, and Abner Kingman. 

1777.— Willinm Harlow, Nathaniel Sampson, CapL Nathaniel 
Wooil, Lieut. Abner Kingman, and Amoi Nelson. 

1778. — Capt. Nathaniel Wood, Lieut. Abner Kingman, Mi^* 
John Nelson, Deacon Amos Nelson, and Isaae Thomp- 
son. 

1770. — Isaac Thompson, Edmund Wood, Thomas Nelson, John 
Alden, and Henry Strobridge. 

1780. — Isaac Thompson, Edmund Wood, Thomas Nelson, John 
Aldon, and Henry Strobridge. 

1781. — Isaac Thompson, Thomas Nelson, Lieut John Murdock, 
Lieut. Esra Harlow, and Rufus Richmond. 

1782. — Isaac Thompson, Thomas Nelson, Lieut. John Murdook, 
Copt. Ezra Harlow, and Rufus Richmond. 

1783. — Isaac Thompson, Thomas Nelson, Lieut. John Murdook, 
Rufus Richmond, and Zachariah Weston. 

1784. — Isaac Thompson, Thomas Nelson, Capt. Esra Harlow, 
Rufus Richmond, and Capt. Abner Bourne. 

1785. — Isaac Thompson, Thomas Nelson, Capt. Esra Harlow, 
Rufus Richmond, and Capt. Abner Bourne. 

1780. — Isano Thom|)Son, Thomas Nelson, Cnpt. Esra Harlow, 
Rufus Hichmond, and (*apt. Abner Bourne. 

1787.— Capt. Exra Harlow, Joshua White, Esq., Lieut. Peter 
Hoar, Isaac Soul, and Noah Clark. 

1788. — Isaac Thompson, Thomas Nelson, Rufus Richmond, Capt. 
Abner Bourne, and Nehemiah Bennett. 

1780. — Isaac Thompson, Esq., ThonioS Nelson, Rufus Rich- 
mond, Capl. Abner Bourne, and Nehemiah Bennett. 

1700. — Iiiiioti Thonififion, Rufus Richmond, Lieut. John Mur- 
dock, Nehemiah Bennett, Capt. Perez Churchill, Capt. 
James Pcirce, and Lieut. Robert Strol^idge. 

1701. — Isaac Thompson, Esq., Nehciuiah Bennett, David Rich- 
mond, Zebulon Leonard, and Hugh Montgomery. 

1792. — Isaac Thompson, Esq., Nehemiah Bennett, David Rich- 
mond, Zebulon Loonard, and Hugh Montgomery. 

1793. — Isaac Thompson, Nehemiah Bennett, David Richmond, 
Zebulon Leonnrd, and Hugh Montgomery. 

1704. — lion. Iftnao ThonipRon, Nehomiah Bennett, David Rich- 
mond, /lehiilon lioonaid, and Hugh Montgomery. 

170a. — lion. Ikhivo Thompson, Nehemiah Bennett, Esq., Capt. 
Peter Hoar, Hugh Montgomery, and Zcphnniah Shaw. 

1700. — Hon. Isnno Thomp.ion, David Richmond, Hugh Mont- 
gomery, Capt. Peter Hoar, Capt. John Carver. 
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1707. — Hon. Ifoao Thompson, Nebominh Bennett^ Bsq., David 

Uiohmondy llugli Montgomery, »nd llufus liiohmond. 
1798. — Nehemiah nennett, Bsq., David Riclimond, Hugli Mont- 
gomery, Uufus Riclimond, and Samuel Tiiclcer. 
I7UU. — Lioiit. John Tinlchitiii, l^ua. John Morton, Samuel 

Tucker, Samuel Piokentf, ond Zephaniab Shaw. 
1800. — Liout. John Tiolditiiii, Capt. John Morton, Samuel 

Tucker, Samuel Pickens, and Zephaoiah Shaw. 
1801. — Maj. Peter Hoar, Lieut. John Tinkham, Samuel Tucker, 

Samuel Pickens, and Luke Reed. 
1802. — Maj. Peter Hoar, Lieut. John Tinkham, Capt. John 

Moi lull, Samuel Tucker, and Luke Rood. 
180.3.^Moj. Peter Hoar, Liout. John Tinkham, Capt. John 

Morton, Samuel Tucker, and Luke Rood. 
1804. — Lieut. John Tinkham, Capt. John Morton, Samuel 

Pickens, Luku Reed, and Klijuh Shaw. 
1805. — Cupt. John Morton, Samuel Pickeni, Luke Reed, Capt. 

William Thompson, and Ens. Samuel Cobb. 
1806. — Cupt. John Morton, Samuel Pickens, Luke Reed, Capt. 

William Thompson, and Ens. Samuel Cobb. 
1807.~MaJ. Peter Hoar, Samuel Pickens, Capt. Cah'hi Pratt, 

JuHoph Ciishman, and Liout. Soth Miller. 
1808. — Miij. Peter Hoar, Samuel Pickens, Ksq., Capt. Calrin 

Pratt, LieuL Joseph Cushman (2d), and Martin Keith. 
1800.— Maj. Peter Hoar, Samuel Pickent, Esq., OapL Calvin 

Pratt, Lieut. Joseph Cushman (2d), and Martin Keith. 
1810. — Maj. Peter Hoar, Samuel Pickens, Esq., Luke Reed, 

Lieut. Seth Miller, Jr., and Thomas Weston. 
1811. — Maj. Peter Hoar, Samuel Pickens, Ks(|., Copt Calvin 

Pratt, Lieut. Seth Miller, Jr., and Thomas Weston. 
1812.— Peter Hoar, Esq., Samuel Piokeni, Esq., Luke Reed, 

Scih Miller, Jr., Esq., and Thomas Weston, Esq. 
181 S. — Peter Hoar, Esq., Samuel Pickens, Esq., Luke Reed, 

Seth Miller, Jr., Esq., and Thomas Weston, Esq. 
1814. — Peter Hoar, Esq., Samuel Pickens, Esq., Thomas Wea- 

ton, Esq., William Nelson, and Seth Eaton, Jr. 
1815. — Peter Hoar, Esq., Samnel Pickens, Esq., Thomas Wes- 
ton, Esq., William Nelson, and Selb Eaton Jr. 
1816.— Samuel Pickens, Esq., Thomas Weston, Esq., William 

Nelson, Seth Raton, Jr., and Samuel Bates. 
1817.— Thomas Weiiton, Esq., William Nelson, Soth Eaton, Jr., 

Samuel Bates, and Capt. Ebenetor Pickens. 
1818.- Thomas Weston, Esq., William Nelson, Seth Eaton, Jr., 

Capt. Ebeneser Pickens, and Capt. Enoch Haskins. 
1810.— William Nelson, Selb Eaton, Jr., Capt Enoch Haskins, 

Capt. Samuel Thompson, and Abner Clark. 
1820.— Seth Miller, Jr., Esq., Setb Eaton, Jr., Oapt. Enoeh 

Haskins, Capt. Samuel Thompson, and Abner Clark. 
1821.— Seth Miller, Jr., Esq., Soth Eaton, Jr., Capt. Enoeh 

Haskins, Capt. Saiinel Thompson, and Abner Clark. 
1822.— Seth Miller, Jr., Esq., Seth Eaton, Jr., Capt. Enoch 

Haskins, Capt. Samuel Thoiupspn, and Lieut. Abner Clark. 
1828.— Seth Miller, Jr., Esq., Seth Eaton, Esq., Capt. Enoch 

Haskins, Capt. Samuel Thompson, and Abner Clark, Esq. 
1824.— Seth Miller, Esq., Seth Eaton, Esq., Capt. Enoch Has- 

kins, Capt. Samuel Thompson, and Abner Clark, Esq. 
1825. — Seth Eaton, Esq., Capt. Enoch Haskins, Capt. Samuel 

Thompson, Abner Clark, Esq., and Samuel Harlow. 
1826. — Cupt. Enoch Haakins, Capt. Samuel Thompson, Luther 

Washburn, and^Nathan Washburn. 
1827. — Luther Washburn, Nallian Washburn, Samuel Harlow, 

Bradfurd Harlow, and Andrew Haskins. 
1828. — Luther Washburn, Nathan Washburn, Samuel Harlow, 

Andrew Haskins, and Reuel Thompson. 
1820. — Luther Washburn, Nathan Washburn, Andrew Haskins, 
Reuel Thompson, and Col. Benjamin P. Wood. 



1830. — Luther Washburn, Nathan Washburn, Andrew Haskina, 

Reuel Thompson, and Col. Iknjumin P. Wood. 
1881. — Luther Washburn, Seth Baton, Andrew Haskins, Brad- 
ford Harlow, and Col. Benjamin P. WimmI. 
18S2. — Seth Eaton, Kiiq., Antlrow lliwkiiiH, llradronl Harlow, 

Col. Benjamin P. Wood, and Bathan Peiroe. 
1833.— Bradford Harlow, Col. Benjamin P. Wood, Andrew 

Haskins, Capt. Eathan Peime, andLieut.-Col. Oliver Eaton. 
1884.— Bradford Harlow, Capt. Jonathan Cobb, Capt. Eathan 

Peiroe, Capt. Nathaniel Staples, and Qamaliel Rounsevill. 
1835.- Bradford Harlow, Capt. Jonathan Cobb, Luther Wash- 
burn, Capt. Nathaniel Staples, and tlaiiialiol RouuMivill. 
1836.— Bradford Harlow, Capt. Jonathan Cobb, Luther Wai<h- 

barn, Capt. Nathaniel Staples, and Gamaliel Rounsovill. 
1837.— Bradford Harlow, Capt. Jonathan Cobb, Luthur Wash- 
burn, Capt. Nathaniel Staples, ami Gamaliel Rounsevill. 
1838.— Bradford Harlow, Capt. Jonathan Cobb, Gamaliel 

Rounsevill, Zattu Pickens, Jr., and Thomas Doggett. 
1839. — Bradford Harlow, Gamaliel Rounsevill, '/aitu Pickens, 

•fr., Thomas Doggett, and Stillmaii BoiiMin. 
1840. — Bradford Harlow, Gamaliel RdunMovill, Xattu Pickens, 

Jr., Thomiu Doggett, and Stillninn Benson. 
1841. — Bradford Harlow, Gamaliel Rounievill, Zattu Pickens, 

Jr., Thomas Doggett, and Stillman Benson. 
1842.— Bradford Harlow, Gamaliel Rounsevill, Zattu Piokens, 

Jr., Thomas Doggett, and Stillman Benson. 
1843.— Bradford Harlow, Gamaliel Rounsevill. Zuttu Pickens, 

Jr., Thomas Doggett, and Stillman Benson. 
1844.— Bradfurd Harlow, Gamaliel Itounsovill, Zattu Pickens, 

Jr., Thomas Doggott, itnd Stillman Benson. 
1845. — Thomas J>oggett, Stillman Benson, Jirah Winslow, 

Richard Sampson, and Venus Thompson. 
1846.— Thomas Doggett, Stillman Benson, Jirah Winslow, 

Richard Sampson, and Venus Thompson. 
1847. — Jirah Winslow, Venus Thompson, Ichabo«i F. Atwood, 

Williams Baton, and Nathaniel Sampson. 
1848.— Ichabod F. Atwood, Williams Eaton, Otis Soule, Na- 

tbaniel Sampson, and Job Peiroe. 
1840.— Ichabod F. Atwood, Williams Raton, Otis Soule, Na- 

thaniel Sampson, and Abiel P. Booth, Ksq. 
1850. — Otis Soule, Zephaniah Shaw, Asa T. Winslow, Ansel 

Benson, and Apollos Haskins. 
1851. — Asa T. Winslow, Apollos Haskins, Zephaniah Shaw, 

Capt. Jonathan Cobb, and Samuel Thompson. 
1852.— Otis Soule, Apollos Hasklna, Capt. Jonathan Cobb, Asa 

T. Winslow, and Everett Robinson. 
1858.— Otia Sonle, Capt Jonathan Cobb, Asa T. Winslow, 

Andrew Haskins, and Everett RobinHon. 
1854. — Stillman lleuson, Thomas J. Woud, and Joseph T. 

Wood. 
1855. — Joseph T. Wood, Nathaniel Shurtlelf, and Lewis Soule. 
1856. — Col. Benjamin P. Wood, Lewis Soule, and Cornelius B. 

Wood. 
1857. — Col. Benjamin P. Wood, Lewis Soule, and Cornelius B. 

Wood. 
1858. — Col. Benjamin P. Wood, Lewis Soule, and Cornoliiis B. 

Wood. 
1850.— Col. Benjamin P. Wood, Cornelius B.Wood, and George 

W. Wood. 
1860. — Col. Benjamin P. Wood, Cornelius B. Wood, and George 

W. Wood. 
1861.— Col. Benjamin P. Woud, Cornelius B. Wood, and George 

W. Wood. 
1862.— Col. Benjamin P. Wood, Sidney Tucker, and Tra 

Smith. 
1863. — Joseph T. Wootl, Ira Smith, and Alphuiis K. Bishop. 
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1M4. — .To«o|>1i T. Womly Ira SmUli, and Al|ih«iiii K. IHnliop. 
ISOfi. — JdHcpli T. W<mnI, .Innliiiii M. KiMy, and Ahiplmi Miller. 
1860.— Josopli T. Wood, Jo«liua M. K<ldy, and Abithai T. 

Clark. 
1867.— Joncph T. Wood, Jodhua M. Rddj, and ThoniaH Smith. 
1R68. — Joseph T. Wo<m1, Thomaii Siiiilh, and Joehaa M. Kddy. 
1R69. — Jopopb T. Wood, Thomuji Smith, and I«owit Leonard. 
1870. — .ToKoph T. Woo«l, Lewis Leonard, and Isaac S. Cush- 

nian. 
1871. — Joseph T. Wo«mI, T«eivis Ticonani, and Sylvester F. 

Cobb. 
1872. — .fnseph T. Wood, Ixsivis Leonard, and Sttllman Benson. 
1873. — Joseph T. Wood, Lewis Leonard, and Stillman Benson. 
1874. — Joseph T. Wood, Lewis Leonard, and Sylvester F. 

Cobb. 
1875. — Joseph T. Wood, Lewis Leonard, and Sylvester F. 

Cobb. 
1878. — Allicrt T. Savory, Alpheus K. Bishop, and Warren H. 

South worth. 
1877.— Joseph T. Wood, Albert T. Savery, and Alpheus K. 

Bishop. 
1878.— Joseph T. Wood, Albert T. Savery, and Alpheus K. 

Bishop. 
1870.— Joseph T. Wood, Albert T. Savery, and Abishai T. 

Clark. 
I880..-J<wcph T. Wood, Albert T. Savory, and Nathaniel S. 

Cushing. 
1881.— Joseph T. Wood, Albert T. Savery, and Nnthaniel 8. 

Cushing. 
1882. — Joseph T. Wood, Albert T. Savery, and Nathaniel S. 

Cashing. 
1883. — Joseph T. Wood, Albert T. Savery, and Nathaniel S. 

Cashing. 
1884.— Joseph T. Wood, Albert T. Savery; and Nathaniel S. 

Cushing. 

Town Clerks. — The Genera) Court of Plymouth 
Colony, in 1G46, made the follow! n<; law concerning 
the office of town clerk : 

" It is enacted by the Court, That there shalbe in every Towne 
within this government a Clark, or tome one appointed and 
ordained to keep a Rrgistrr of the day and yeare of the mar- 
riage, byrth, and bnriall of every man, woman, and child 
within their Township." 

The same authority, in lOTl, added, — 

" And the Town Clerk or Kcgister keeper of every Town shall 
exhibit a true and perfect oopy into March Court annually of 
all the Marriages, Births, and Burials of the year past. 

" And lastly, Thnt the Town Clerk shall publish all Contracts 
of Marriages in the Town." 

Although Middleboro* was incorporated as a town- 
ship in June, 1009, no record liaR been preserved of 
the election of a town clerk until William Hoskins 
was unanimously chosen to that office, May 24, 1G81, 
and the town in its corporate capacity agreed with 
him that his compensation for keeping its public 
records should he a load of fish, taken at the herring 
weir and delivered at his house, for each year's service. 
lie probably served as town clerk about twelve years, 
Iming succeeded in that office by John linnet, who 
was elected thereto March 28, 1093. All town records 



kept in Middleboro* from the date of incorporation, 
Juno, 1GG9, to the oommencoincnt of King Philip's 
war, in June, 1675, were lost in that war, and prob- 
ably burned by the Indians, which accounts for the 
deGoiency of a public record for the first six years in 
this town's history. 

TOWN CLRUKS. 

Oiving dale o/ eUrtioH aud term of §erviee, 

William Iloskins, May 24, 1681, twelve years. 
John Bennett, March 28, 1693, thirteen years. 
Jacob Thompson, March 14, 1706, thirty years. 
Nathan Bassett, March — , 1736, one year. 
Jacob Thompson, March 16, 1737, seven years. 
Seth Tinkham, March 14, 1744, one year. 
Jacob Thompson, March 6, 1745, three years. 
Bbenoxer Sproutt, March 28, 1748, seven yours. 
Joseph Tinkham, March 31, 1755, twelve years. 
John Morton, March 23, 1767, eight years. 
Abner Barrows, March 18, 1775, six years. 
Nathnntcl Wilder, March 5, 1781, six years. 
Jacob Bennet, March 5, 1787, one year. 
Nathaniel Wilder, March 10, 1788, two years. 
Cyrus Keith, March 1, 1700, filloen years. 
8ylvanus Tillson, March 11, 1805, seventeen years. 
Isaac Stevens, May 8, 1822, eight years. 
Roeland Tinkham, March 3, 1830, two years. 
Foster Tinkham, March 5, 1832, three years. 
Allen Shaw, Maroh 0, 1835, eleven years. 
Jacob B. Shaw, March 0, 1846, three years. 
Everett Robinson, March 5, 1840, two years. 
George Pickens, March 10, 1851, four years. 
Andrew M. Baton, March 18, 1855, six years. 
Sidney Tucker, March II, 1861, two years. 
John Shaw, Jr., Maroh 9, 1863, one year. 
Cornelius B. Wood, Maroh 7, 1864, seventeen years. 
Charles T. Thatcher, March ^, 1881. 

TOWN TRRASURBRS. 

Oiving date of election and term of eerviee, 

Ephraim Tinkham, from , to March 1, 1711. 

Deacon Jonathan Cobb, March 1, 1711, four years. 
John Bennett, Jr., March 7, 1715, seventeen years. 
Samuel Tinkham, March 17, 1732, three years. 
Simon Lnxel, March J7, 1735, one year. 
Jacob Thompson, March — , 1736, eight years. 
Benjamin Tuoker, March 14, 1744, one year. 
Jaoob Thompson, March 5, 1745, three years. 
Elias Miller, March 28, 1748, nine years. 
John Thompson, March 14, 1757, ten years. 
CapL Bbcnexer Sproutt, March 23, 1767, two years. 
John Morton, Maroh 27, 1769, six years. 
William Bennett, March 13, 1775, Tour years. 
Nathaniel Wilder, March J, 1779, twenty years. 
Oeorge Morton, March 11, 1790, six years. 
Levi Peiroo, March 11, 1805, two years. 
SylvnnuR Tillson, Mnroh 2, 1 807, firicen yettrs. 
Levi Tinkham, May 8, 1822, Ave ycnrs. 
Isaac Stevens, April 2, 1827, three years. 
Rcelnnd Tinkham, March 3, IR30, one year. 
Foster Tinkham, April 4, 1831, three years. 
Allen Shaw, March II, 1834, twelve years. 
Jacob B. Shaw, March 9, 1816, three years. 
Kveroll Robinson, March 5, 1840, two years. 
George Pickens, Maroh 10, 1851, Tour years. 
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Andrew M. Baton, March 18, 1855, fix years. 
Sidney Tuokor, March 11, 1801, two yeari. 
John Shaw, Jr., March 9, 1803, one year. 
Comeliui B. Wood, March 7, 1804, Mrenteen yeart. 
Oharlei T. Thatcher, March — , 1881. 

Deputies to the Plymouth Colony Court — John 
Morton represented the town of Middleboro* at the 
Colonial Court of Plymouth in 1672, and again in 
1673, and he was succeeded by John Thompson in 
1674 and 1675, when, the English settlement at Mid- 
dleboro' being entirely broken up by King Philip's 
war, no deputy appears thenceforth to have been 
chosen for that town until 1680, when John Thomp- 
son was re-elected to that office, and served seven 
years, viz., to and including 1686. 

Then came the troubles with and interruption of 
the government by Sir Edmund Andros, during 
which Middleboro* had no deputy, and the records of 
this town, in common with those of many other towns, 
show a hiatus. From 1689 until 1692, Isaac How- 
land served the town of Middleboro' as a deputy in 
the Colonial Court, when what had been the colony 
of New Plymouth became a part of the *' Provinoe 
of the Massachusetts Bay in New England,*' and dep- 
utes were thenceforth known as representatives to the 
Groat and General Court. 

KBPRBSBNTATIVBS TO THB GBNBRAL COURT OF 
THB PROVINOB OF THB MASSACHUSBTTS BAY IN 
NBW BNGLAND. 



1092. John Thompson. 
Isaac Ilowland. 
1003-17 U. No record. 
1715. John Uonnot, Jr. 
1710. Capt. Jacob Thompson. 

1717. Malachi Holloway. 

1718. John Bennet. 

1710. Oapt. Jacob Thompson. 

1720. Dea. Samuel Barrows. 

1721. John Bennett. 

1722. Lieut. I. Southworth. 

1723. Bdward Thomas. 

1724. Nathaniel Southworth. 

1725. Lieut. N. Southworth. 
1720. Lieut. N. Southworth. 

1727. Lieut. N. Southworth. 

1728. Lieut. N. Southworth. 
1720. Samuel Wood. 

1730. Samuel Barrows. 

1731. Samuel Barrows. 
1782. Lieut. N. Southworth. 

1733. Dea. Samuel Barrows. 

1734. Dea. Samuel Barrows. 

1735. Elkanah Leonard. 

1736. Elkanah Leonard. 

1737. Elkanah Leonard, E«q. 

1738. John Bennett. 

1730. Elkanah Leonard, Esq. 

1740. Elkanah Leonard, Esq. 

1741. Elkanah Leonard, Esq. 
1742* KIkaiiah T<«i«ii(iril, lC«q. 



1743. BIkanah Leonard, Bsq. 

1744. Dea. Samuel Wood. 

1746. Dea. Samuel Wood. 
1740. Boujamin Tucker. 

1747. Samuel Bennett. 

1748. Samuel Bennett. 
1740. Peter Oliver. 

1750. Voted not to fend. 

1751. Peter Oliver, Bsq. 

1752. No record. 

1753. Capt. Nathaniel Smith. 

1754. Capt. Nathaniel Smith. 

1755. Bbcnosor Sprontt. 

1756. Bbeneser Sproutt. 

1757. Capt. Nathaniel Smith. 

1758. Capt. Bbeneser Sproutt. 
1750. Capt. Bbeneser Sproutt. 
1760. Capt. Bbeneser Sproutt. 

1701. Capt. Eboneier Sproutt 

1702. Capt. Ebenexer Sproutt. 
1763. Capt. Bbeneser Sproutt. 
1701. Capt. Bbeneser Sproutt. 

1765. Daniel Oliver, Esq. 

1766. Capt. Bbeneser Sproutt. 

1767. Capt. Bbeneser Sproutt. 

1768. Capt. Benjamin Wbite. 
1760. Capt. Benjamin White. 

1770. Capt. Bbeneser Sproutt. 

1771. Capt. Benjamin White. 

1772. Capt. Benjamin While. 
I77<i. Mr. Kbiiiiiiftur Hpruiill. 



1774. 


Capt. Bbeneser Sproutt. 


1811. 


Hercules Cushman, Bsq. 


1775. 


Capt. Joshua White. 




Capt Calvin Pratt. 


1776. 


Benjamin Thomas. 


1812. 


Thomas Weston, Bsq. 


1777. 


Benjamin Thomas. 




Martin Keith, Bsq. 




Nathaniel Sampson. 




Oalvin PraU, Bsq. 


1778. 


MaJ. John Nelson. 




MaJ. Levi Peiroe. 


1770. 


Dea. Benjamin Thomas. 




Rev. Joseph Darker. 


1780. 


Dr. Samuel Clark. 


1813. 


Rev. Joseph Barker. 


1781. 


Bbeneser Wood. 


1814. 


Thomas Weston, Bsq. 


1782. 


Bbeneser Wood. 


1815. 


Thomas Weston, Bsq. 




Isaac Thompson. 


1816. 


Samuel Pickens, Bsq. 


1783. 


Isaac Thompson. 


1817. 


Seth Miller, Jr., Bsq. 


1784. 


Isaac Thompson. 


1818. 


Seth Miller, Jr., Bsti- 




Zebulon Sprout. 


1819. 


Thos. Weston, Bsq. 


1786. 


Isaac Thompson. 


1820. 


Had no representative. 


1786. 




1821. 


Martin Keith, Bsq. 


1787. 


Joshua White, Bsq. 


1822. 


Seth Miller, Jr., Bsq. 




Bbeneser Wood. 


1823. 


Isaac Steven*, Bsq. 




Perez Thomas. 


1824. 


Isaac Stevens, Bsq. 




Noah Fearing, Bsq. 


1825. 


Seth Baton. 


1788. 


Benjamin Thomas. 




Arad Thompson. 


1789. 


Zebulon Leonard. 




Thos. Sturtevant, Bsq. 


1790. 


Zebulon Leonard. 


1826. 


Seth Baton. 




James Sprout. 


1827. 


William Nelson, Bsq. 


1791. 


James Sprout, Bsq. 


1828. 


Seth Eaton, Esq. 


1792. 


James Sprout, Bsq. 




William Nelson, Bsq. 


1793. 


Nehemiah BennetL 




Zaobariah Bddy, Bsq. 


1704. 


James Sprout, Bsq. 


1829. 


Seth Baton, Bsq. 


1795. 


Nathsniel Wilder. 




William Nelson, Bsq. 


1796. 


Nathaniel Wilder. 




Zachariah B<1dy, Bsq. 


1707. 


Nathaniul Wilder. 




(luu. Kpliraim Ward. 


1798. 


Nathaniel Wilder. 




Oliver Peirce, Bsq. 


1799. 


Capt. Nathaniel Wilder. 




John Benson. 


1800. 


Nathaniel Wilder. 


1830. 


Hon. Hercules Cushman. 


1801. 


John Tinkham. 


1831. 


Hon.Hercules Cushman. 


1802. 


John Tinkham. 




Silas Pickens. 


1803. 


Lieut. John Tinkham. 




Ziba Baton. 


1804. 


Liout. John Tlukhaiu. 




Andrew llaskinH. 


1806. 


Liout. John Tinkham. 




Samuel Tliom|Miun, Bsq. 




John Morton. 




Blisha Clarke. 




Levi Peiroe. 


1832. 


Col. BeuJ. P. Wood. 




Chillingworth Foster. 




lUeland Tinkham, Bsq. 


1806. 


Lieut. John Tinkham. 




Bradford Harlow. 




Capt. John Morton. 




Capt. Nathaniel Staples. 




Levi Peiroe. 




Luther Washburn. 




Dr. Chilingworth Foster. 




Tisdalo Lincoln. 


1807. 


John Tinkham. 


1833. 


Col. Benj. P. Wood. 




liovi Peiroe. 




Bnulford Harlow. 




MaJ. Jacob Coshman. 




Luther Washburn. 




Samuel Pickens. 




Bphraim Leach. 


1808. 


John Tinkham, Bsq. 




John Perkins. 




Levi Peirce. 




Capt. Bathan Peirce. 




MaJ. Jacob Cushman. 


1834. 


Col. Benj. P. Wood. 




Samuel Pickius, Bsq. 




Samuel Thompson, Esq. 


1800. 


Maj. Levi Puiree. 




Bphniim Loaoh. 




Samuel Pickens, Bsq. 




John Perkins. 




Maj. Peter Hoar. 




Capt. Bathan Peirce. 




Thomas Weston. 




Luther Murdoch. 


1810. 


Samuel Pickens, Esq. 


1835. 


Samuel Thompson, Esq. 




Maj. Peter Hoar. 




Andrew Iloskins. 




Thomas Weston. 




Capt. Eathan Peirce. 




Martin Keith, Esq. 




Ansel Benson. 




Hercules Cushman. 


1836. 


Andrew Hoskins. 


1811. 


Maj. Pctor Hoar. 




Ansel Benson. 




Thninas Woiton, Bsq. 




Capt. .Tonallinn Cobb. 




Marlhi Uullli, U«q. 




Iluubuii llallitnl. 
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1886. Gamaliel Rooimevill. 
George Atwood. 

1837. Gen. Kphraim Ward. 
Andrew Hoekins. 
Jonathan Cobb, Eaq. 
Reuben Hafford. 
Gamaliel Uoiinporlll. 
Lothrop Thomas. 
George Atwood. 

1838. Tiedale Jjeonard. 
Elittb Ward, Ksq. 
Btillman nonmin. 

1839. Timlalo I^eonard. 
Ellab Ward, Esq. 
Stillman Benson. 
Z. K. Pratt. 

1840. Zebalon K. Pratt. 
Dr. George Sturterant. 
Consider Fuller. 
Thomas Doggott. 

1841. Consider Fuller. 
Thomas Doggett. 

1842. Eliab Ward, Esq. 
Dr. George Sturterant 

1848. Dr. Morrill Robinson. 

Wm. Shnrtloir (2d). 
184'!. Dr. Morrill Robinson. 

Wm. Shurnoir (2d). 

1845. Capt. Josiah Pinkham. 
Asa T. Winslow. 

1846. Capt. Josiah Pinkham. 
Asa T. Winslow. 

1847. Cephas Shaw. 

SENATORS. 



I 1847. Nahum M. Triboo. 
1848. Cephas Shaw. 

Nahum M. Tribou. 
1840. None sent. 

1850. Joshua Wood. 
Brerett Robinson. 

1851. Joshua Wood. 
Brerett Robinson. 

1852. Joshua Wood. 
Everett Robinson. 

1853. None sent. 

1854. Joseph T. Wood. 
Richard Sampson. 

1865. Col. Nathan King. 

1866. Soranus Standish. 
Jared Pratt (2d). 

1857. William H. Wood. 

1858. Foster Tinkham. 
1850.1 Ererctt Robinson. 
1862.1 Capt A. J. Plokens. 
1867.1 Andrew C.Wood. 

1876. Isaae Winslow. 

1877. Isaae Winslow. 

1878. Lakerille had the repre- 
sentatiTO. 

1870. Matthew H. Cushing. 

1880. Jaraos L. Jonney. 

1881. John C. Sullivan. 

1882. John C. Sullivan. 

1883. Lakeville had the repre- 
sentative. 

1884. Albert T. Savery. 



MEMBERS OP CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIONS. 



1706-1805. Issao Thompson. 
iHI.%in. Wilkes Wood. 
1815-17. Thomas WosUm. 
1820-22. William Rourno. 
1826-28. Petor II. Peirco. 
1843. Eliab Ward. 



1848-40. William 11. Wood. 
l8'IO-50. Philander Wash- 
burn. 
1850-5.1. William II. Woo<l. 
1856-57. Nathan King. 
1881-83. Mathew U. Cushing. 



MEMBERS OP THE GOVERNOR'S COUNCIL. 



1769-66. Peter Oliver. 
1823-27. Thomas Weston. 



186 -6 . Everett Robinson. 
18_. William H. Wood. 



MANDAMUS COUNCILOR. 
Aug. 0, 1774. Peter Oliver. 

lie docs uot appear to have been sworn into that 
office, and the fact that he was appointed was very 
damaging to his reputation among his neighbors and 
townsmen of Middlcboro*. 

In tlie First Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, 
that convened at Salem, Oct. 4, 1774 ; at Concord, 
October 14th; at Cambridge, October 17th and No- 
vember 23d; and dissolved Dec. 10, 1774, Capt. 
Ebenezer Sproutt was the member from Middleboro** 

REPREPENTATIVB TO THE NATIONAL CONGRESS. 
1805-00. .loHcpli Hiiikor. 

* Some of tlicso ycarM not accounted for, Lnkovillo had the 
reproscntiitivo. 



Nov. 15, 1820. Levi Poiree. 

Nov. 15, 1820. Samoel Pick- 
ens. 

Nov. 15, 1820. Thomas Wes- 
ton. 



Nov. 16, 1820. Selh Miller, Jr. 
May 4, 1853. William U. 

Wood. 
May 4, 1853. Noah C. Per- 
kins. 



JUDGES OF THE COURT OP PROBATE. 
1821-43. Wilkes Wood. | 1858-72. Wm. Henry Wood. 

HIGH SHERIFF. 
1845-54. Branch Harlow. 

CLERK OF COUNTY COURTS. 
1811-13. Heroales Cnshman. 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. 

1828-.34. Thomas Weston. I 187 - . Joseph T. Wood. 
1847-56. Ebenexer Pickens. 

• 

The board of county commissioners have duties 
very similar to, if not, in fact, identical with, those of 
a former board of public officers known as commis- 
sioners of highways, which board, as also the Court 
of Sessions, was abolished, to give place to that of 
county commissioners. Thomas Weston, of Middle- 
boro*, was a member of the board of commissioners 
of highways when the same was abolished. 

Justices of the Peace. — The commission of a jus- 
tice of the peace has in Massachusetts been usually 
made to continue in force for the term of seven years, 
if the person appointed behave himself well in the said 
office. At the expiration of seven years many commis- 
sions have been renewed, and then in numerous in- 
stances persons have served in that commission for long 
periods, and not infrequently until the date of their 
death. In what follows only the dates of the first or 
original appointments are given, although many of 
the persons named had the appointment several times 
renewed. 

July 22, 1720. Jacob Thompson. 
June 22, 1736. Elkanah Leonard. 
Aug. 18, 1744. Petor Oliver. 
Juno 20, 1755. John Fearing. 
Oct. 31, 1700. Joseph Tinkham. 
Aug. 28, 1775. Ebenexer Sproutt. 
Aug. 28, 1775. Joshua White. 
April 7, 1787. Samuel Clark. 
April 20, 1787. Isaao Thompson. 
Julj 5, 1789. James Sproat. 
Jul J 18, 1791. John Nelson. 
Feb. 20, 1795. Ncheiniiih Honnett. 
March 2, 1800. Wilkes Woo<l. 
May 24, 1800. David Richmond. 
Feb 20, 1804. James Washburn. 
Jan. 23, 1808. Samuel Pickens. 
Feb. 23, 1808. John Tinkham. 
March 5, 1808. Willinm Thompson. 
Feb. 17, I HI 0. /.iioharinh Kddj. 
Sept. 3, 1810. Martin Keith. 
Fob. 6, 1811. Peter llonr. 
Fob. 22, 1811. Thomas Weston. 
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Not. U, 1811. Seth Miller, Jr. 
Oct. 20| 1811. Ileroules Ciuhinan. 
Jan. 25, 1812. Calvin Pratt 
Aug. S, 1812. William Candy. 
June 9, 1813. Jaoob Bennett. 
June 9, 1813. Cyrui Keith. 
June 0, 1813. Tbomae Sturtevant. 
Got. 29, 1814. Abiel Washburn. 
Feb. 10, 1816. William Bourne. 
June 10, 1817. Obarles Hooper. 
Feb. 3, 1818. Noah Clark. 
Jan. 2.1, 18IU. Joihua KJdy, Jr. 
Juno 19, 1819. Levi Polroe. 
Sept. 7, 1821. Amof Washburn. 
Nov. 21, 1821. Thomas Bennett. 
Jan. 16, 1822. Bbeneier Piokens. 
Jan. 23, 1822. Isaao Stevens. 
Jan. 16, 1823. Abner Clark. 
Aug. 26, 1823. Abiel P. Boothe. 
Feb. 17,. 1824. William Nelson. 
Feb. 17, 1824. OliTer Peiree. 
July 1, 1825. Poter H. Peiruo. 
Feb. 15, 1826. Samuel Thompson. 
Jan. 2, 1828. Seth Baton. 
June 11, 1829. Paul Hathaway. 
June 9, 1830. Arad Thompson. 
June 16, 1831. Ruland Tinkham. 
April 24, 1832. Joshua Haskins, Jr. 
March 26, 1833. Benjamin P. Wood. 
March 26, 1833. Bradford Harlow. 
Aug. 25, 1835. Luther Washburn. 
March 18, 1830. Jonathan Cobb. 
Jan. 27, 1837. Abiser T. Harry. 
March 15, 1837. Silas Piokens. 
Maroh 6, 1838. BUab Ward. 
Aug. 24, 1841. Abisha T. Clark. 
Maroh 31, 1842. Cornelius B. Wood. 
Deo. 17, 1842. Bela Kingman. 
Jan. 5, 1843. Nathan King. 
Maroh 14, 1843. Qamaliel RonnsyiUe. 
Maroh 14, 1843. Qoorgo Sturtevant. 
March 14, 1843. Stillman Benson. 
Sept. 20, 1843. Tisdalo Leonard. 
Oct 31, 1843. Andrew Weston. 
Feb. 3, 1844. William H. Wood. 
July 1, 1845. James Q. Thompson. 
Maroh 31, 1846. Apollos Haskins. 
July 7, 1848. Everett Robinson. 
June 5, 1849. Philander Washburn. 
Oct. 2, 1849. Ichabod F. Atwood. 
April 25, 1850. Zebulon Pratt. 
March 12, 1851. Joshua Wood. 
March 19, 1851. Asa T. Winslow. 
May 7, 1851. Qeorge W. Wood. 
Feb. 8, 1854. Alfred Wood, Jr. 
March 15, 1854. Josiah Richards. 
1854. John Q. Morton. 

1854. Noah C. Perkins. 

1855. James B. Cushman. 

1855. Wilson C. Rider. 

1856. Andrew L. Tinkham. 
1858. John Bennett. 
1858. Sylvanus Ilinkley. 
1868. Barl Sprout. 
Thomas Doggett. 
Andrew J. Piokens. 



Sidney Tuoker. 
JoMiph T. Wood. 
Franois M. Vaughan. 
John C. Sullivan. 
James H. Harlow. 
Thomas C. Collins. 

TRIAL JUSTICB. 
Bbeneser Piokens. 

Coroners. — The term of time of which the ooui- 
mission of a coroner ooiitiiincd to run or Ih) in hpd 
operation has been subjoot in the State of Mu8mi- 
ohusetts to seyeral changes, and for a long time was u 
life appointment ending only with the decease of the 
holder. That was afterwards so changed that the term 
of continuance was made to close at the end of seven 
years. The office in Massachusetts at the present 
time is practically abolished, that of medical examiner 
being made to take its place in nearly all its fonner 
duties. 

Jan. 11, 1749. Nathaniel Foster. 
Maroh 4, 1782. Nathaniel Foster, Jr. 
Feb. 22, 1709. Mark Haskell. 
Jan. 23, 1808. Dean Brlggs. 
June 16, 1809. Joseph Clark, Jr. 
Feb. 1ft, 1811. liovi Briggs. 
Fob. 16, 1811. Peter 11. Poiroe. 
Jan. 25, 1812. Asa BarrowH. 
May 15, 1812. Abiatlia Hriggs. 
May 4, 1819. Joseph Jaokson. 
Feb. 11, 1820. Bbeneier Strobridge. 



CHAPTER IV. 

BCCLBSIASTICAL HISTOBY. 

To speak or write concerning the earliest events in 
the religious history of a Massachusetts town, incorpo- 
rated so early as that of Middleboro*, is from neces- 
sity to oonnnunioatu something coiicorning the tmmt 
denominated Oongregationalists, or, to be a little more 
explicit, to tell a part of the story of Trinitarian Con- 
gregationalism. 

Said Sprague in his ** Annals of the American Pul- 
pit," *< Congregationalism may be said to have been 
born in England, to liuvo passed some of its earliest 
years in Holland, and to have migrated to these West- 
em Shores in the * Mayflower' ; and though this is 
not the only country in which it exists it is that 
probably in which it has reached its most vigorous 
maturity." The same author continued, *^ It is well 
known that though the Congregational ists as a distinct- 
sect originated with Ilobert Browne, from whom they 
took the name of Brown ists, yet their principles were 
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8o iiintorinlly inodifiod under Joliii Robiiinon that ho, 
i*s|MM*inlly ill view of the rchiiioii he HusUiiiKM] t4) tho 
I'lyniouth Church, may be considered as tho father 
of at least New England Congregationalism." 

It is proper, therefore, to look to the church at 
Leydon as tho legitimate exponent of thoee principles 
by which New England Congregationalists were origi- 
nally distinguishiHl. 

In regard to their doctrinal views they were 
thoroughly (^alvinistic, though their venerable pastor 
did not fail to remind the first emigrants, in his fare- 
well address, that even that great man of God, John 
Calvin, saw not all things. 

The points which gave to them their distinctive 
character relate to church government and the sacra- 
ments ; and these are as follows : 

That no church ought to consist of more members 
than can convetiiently meet together for worship and 
discipline ; that any church of Christ is to consist 
only of such as appear to believe in and obey Him ; 
that any competent number of such have a right, when 
conscience obliges them, to form themselves into a 
distinct church ; that this incorporation is by some 
contract or covenant expressed or implied ; that being 
thus incorporated they have a right to choose their 
own oiRcers ; that these officers are psistors or teach- 
ing elders, ruling elders, and deacons; that elders 
being chosen and ordained have no power to rule the 
church but by the c^insent of the brethren ; that all 
elders and all Christians are equal in respect of powers 
and priviU^cs; that baptism is to be adniinisterod to 
visible believers and their infant children, and no 
others ; that the Lord's Supper is to be received sitting 
at the table ; that ecclesiastical censures are wholly 
spiritual and not to be accompanied with temporal 
penalties ; that no days are to be regarded holy but 
the (^lirislian Siibbntli, though it is proper |4) oInutvo 
occ:iMi(>nally days of fasting and thankHgiving ; that 
all human inventions or impositions in religion arc to 
be discarded. The same views of Christian doctrine 
which were brought hither by the original colonists 
were after a few years authoritatively embodied in the 
Cambridge platfonn, and at a still later period in the 
Saybrook platform, both of which are still in some 
sense rccognizt^d standards, though both have lost in 
a great degree their practical force. The common 
impression seems to be that for the first century after 
tfte landing at Plymouth there was little or no differ- 
ence of doctrinal views entertained among the min- 
isters of New Knglnifl, and yet toward the close of 
the seventeenth century some old controversial pam- 
phlets discovered that there existed tho germ of a 
more liberal party even then, and which caused the 



stricter Calvinist^ to detect what they considered 
signs of defection ; and those forcshowings of things 
they regarded as portentious, came more seriously to 
be realised immediately after the great Whitefieldian 
revival, when the Calvinistio and Amiinian differences 
that had perhaps long secretly existed in the New 
England Church become too openly revealed to be 
kept longer hid. For a time the Calvinists and Ar- 
minians, though regarding each other with a con- 
siderable degree of shyness and distrust, were not 
formally separated until the liberal party became 
avowedly Unitarian, when the lines between Trini- 
tarians and Unitarians became distinctly drawn ; and 
thus it is that now, an hundred years later, we have 
the Trinitarian and Unitarian Congregationalists in 
many Massachusetts cities and towns, both sects tracing 
back to a common origin ancestry or ** mother church,** 
and which separation for a time existed in Middle- 
boro' ; but these differences being soon after reconciled 
and rents healed, the first and original Congregational 
Church of this town reunited in " one faith and one 
baptism" as Trinitarian Congregationalists. 

The pioneer English settlers at Middleboro' were 
at first embodied as a worshiping congregation under 
the religious teaching of Samuel Fuller, who was 
among the twenty-six original or earliest purchasers 
that bought of the Indians by deed bearing date of 
March — , 1 662, a tract of country that afterwards be- 
came the First Parish or Precinct in Middleboro*. 

Samuel Fuller, of Middleboro*, was a son of the 
pilgrim Samuel Fuller, a celebrated surgeon and phy- 
sician, to whom both the pilgrims of Plymouth Colony 
and also planters of Massachusetts Bay were much 
indebted for his successful treatment of the diseases 
of these then new settlements. 

Dr. Samuel Fuller was deacon of the Plymouth 
Church, aM is shown by the authority of Morton s 
" New England Memorial,** that says, ** IJe wasdcaccm 
of the church and forward to do good in his place, 
and much missed after God removed him out of the 
world." 

That removal ** out of the world** occurred in 
1633, one of the preparations for which event was 
the making of his " last will and testament ;'* among 
the provisions of which instrument was that certain 
portions of his estate described should be sold and 
the proceeds applied to the education of his two 
children, Samuel and Mercy. Another portion he 
therein directed should be given to Roger Williams, 
" if ho would accept the same," having heretofore 
declined to accept it. 

That provision in the will of Dr. Fuller for the ed- 
ucation of his son, Samuel, was carried out in pre- 
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paring the latter for the gospel ministry, to the labors 
of which he applied himself, as before stated, in Mid- 
dleboro', and to whose pious seal may at least doubt- 
less be credited in part the establishment, in different 
parts of that town, of throe religious congregations 
among the Indians. These Indian churches were 
gathered at Nemasket, Titicut, and Sowomset. 

The religious meetings of the Nemasket Church 
were held about a mile southeasterly of the present 
location of the "down-town meeting-house," so 
called ; the Titicut, at an Indian village, in what is 
now North Middleboro* ; and the Sowomset, at the lo- 
cality familiarly known as ** Betty's Neck," then in 
Middleboro', but now in Lakeville. 

So successful had been the efforts put forth to 
Christianize the red heathen that at the commence- 
ment of King Philip's war (June, 1675), although 
the white inhabitants of Middleboro' constituted six- 
teen families, yet the Indian converts at Sowomset 
numbered thirty-five persons, and the three churches 
combined made a membership of ninety souls, who 
from ** nature's darkness" professed to have been 
brought to a knowledge of tho marvelous light of 
the gospel, and ton years later the churches at Ne- 
masket and Titicut numbered seventy, and that at 
Naniatakesott, alias Betty's Neck, forty, or one hun- 
dred and ten in the three worshiping congregations, 
so that the " redeemed from sin" among the Indians 
of Middleboro' doubtless outnumbered **such as 
should be saved" among the white inhabitants in the 
proportion of two or three to one. 

It is a fact worthy of notice that these Indian con- 
gregations sat under the preaching of the Indian mis- 
sionary, a scholar of Cambridge College, now Harvard 
University, and who assisted Eliot in translating the 
Bible into the Indian language, and who was, perhaps, 
the earliest among the natives to proclaim the gospel, 
which " glad tidings" may have been tho more read- 
ily received and implicitly believed, because listened 
to from the lips of John Sausauion. 

All records pertaining to the organization of a 
church among the pioneer English settlers at Middle- 
boro*, if indeed any sv^ch records were kept priot to 
King Philip's war, are now lost, and it was not until 
the return of those settlers from l^lymouth, where 
they had taken refuge during that conflict, that rec- 
ords are known to have been made, reliable copies of 
which have been preserved, and from which we learn 
that a church wuh formed, Dec. 26, 1694, old Htylo, but 
as we now compute time, Jan. 6, 1695. 

Here is a true copy of the commencement of the 
records of that church, as kept by Samuel Fuller, the 
first pastor : 



"Thoa ihalt i«m«uiber all tho way which the Lord thy God 
hath lod thee these forty yoara.— Deut. viii. 2. 

"Doooiiiber 20, 10tt4. A ohiiroh of Ohrllt wan giUlioroU at 
Middleliurough, furiiiorly oallod by tlio heat)ioii NaiiuuitMitiul, a 
fishing |ilaoe, aa some lay. 

*'Tho |iorM>uM aiiil lliolr iiaioos thai oiilurotl iiiiu uhiiruh ToU 
lowfhip, some of them memberf of Plymouth ohuroh before 
being difmitted from Plymouth for that intent; tome of them 
members of other oharohes dwelling here then, and some that 
were never in church fellowship before that time, whose names 
are as follow eth : 

*' Samuel Fuller and his wife, John llonnot and his wife, 
Jonathan Morse and his wife, Abiol Woo«l and his wifo, Samuel 
Wood, Isaao Billington, Samuel Baton, Samuel Cutburt, Jacob 
Tomson and his wife, John Cob, Jun., Hester TInkam, the 
Widow Deborah Bardon, Weibrah Bumpas, Bl>eneier Tinkham, 
His wife. 

" Not being present by reason of sickness in their family, yet 
after owning the covenant of the rest, being in tho esteem of the 
rest, it is as well aa if she were there present at that assembly. 

" Bbeneser Tinkham, Isaao Billington, Jacob Tomson ; these 
then baptised. 

" Soon after baptised the children of John Cob, in their in- 
fancy,--John, Martha, Patience. 

"Also Lidia Bumpus, the daughter of Weibra Bumpus. 

" II. In order to the gathering of a church it pleased Qod, 
who hath tho hearts of all men in his hands, to move upon the 
hearts of those to desire a church may be gathered in this plaoe^ 
to dosiro and sook it of Oo«l, and 1>ivlno Providonoo made way 
for it. 

"Letters were sent for ministers and brethren to assist in the 
work, namely: to Plymuuth, Sandwich, and liarnHtablo; and 
the BIdors sent Mr. John Cotton, Mr. lloulaud Cotton, Mr. Jon- 
athan Russell, and brethren to assist them. 

" Mr. Samuel Fuller, then ordained to be a Teacher to that 
church, who had lived there and preached the word amongst 
them, whose preaching God had made beneficial to divers of 
them, and made choice of by mutual consent. 

" God can, and oft doth, out of the mouth of babes and snok- 
lings ordain praise. 

"John Bonnet, Sr., our brother, ordained Deacon in the 
church of Middlcboraugh Marrh lUtli, bolng tho wcHiond Sub- 
bath in that month, and ohoeen by a full oonsent to that ofiioe 
some oonsiderable time before (who formerly dwelt at Beverly), 
whom God, in the way of his providence, sent to dwell in Mid- 
dleborough, to be serviceable there in church and town. 

"AnTiOLHS or our Christian FAirn. 

"Then also read, owned, and acknowledged by us, at tho 
church gathering: 

"Wo do bollovo with all our hearts, and confess with our 
months, — 

"I. That the Uoly Soriptures, contained in the Old and New 
Testaments, are the word of God, and are given by inspiration 
of God to be the rule of faith and life. 

" II. That there Is but one only living and true OotI, and 
that in tho unity of the Godhouil there arc throo pvrsuns of one 
substance, power, and eternity, — God the Pather, God the Son, 
and God tho Holy Ghost. 

"III. That this one God—Fathor, Son, and Holy Ghoetr- 
made the whole world, and all things therein, in the space of six 
dayM, vory good. 

** IV. That God made man after his own imago, in knowledge, 
righteousness, and true holiness. 

" V. That our first parents, being seduced by the subtilty of 
Satan, eating the forbidden fruit, sinned against God, and foil 
from the estate wherein they were created; and that all man. 
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kind, domondiiii; fntm tlioiii Uy onlinnry |;i*tioniiinii, sinnn) in 
Anil foil with lliotn in lluMr lirxl Imnn/rroiwion; nml mi woro 
brouf;ht into » kUiIc or nin and inixorj, losing oomniuniou with 
God, and rnlling under his irrath and eurra. 

" VI. That Goil, in hit etornal purpose, ehoeo and ordained 
the liord Jetiuii, his only bogotten 8on, tn be the one and only 
mediator bviwocn God and man, the Prophet, Priest, and King, 
the head and Sariour of his church. 

" V'll. That Josns Christ, the second person in the Trinity, 
is the rery and etornal God,' of one snhstance and eqnal with 
the Father ; and when the fullness of time was eomo the Son 
of Go«l, the second person in the Trinity, took upon him man's 
nature, bring conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost in the 
womb of the Virgin Mary, of her substance, so thst the God- 
head and manhood were joined together in one person, which 
is Tcry God and rery man, yet one Christ, the only mediator 
between God and man. 

"Vlfl. The liOrd Jesus, by his perfect obedience and sacri- 
Aee of himself upon the cross, hath fully satisfied the Justice 
of his Father, and purchased not only a reconciliation with God, 
bat an erorlasting inheritance in the kingdom for all those 
whom the Father hath given him. 

** IX. That the elect of God are made partakers of the re- 
demption purchased by Christ by the effectual application of it 
to their souls by his word and Spirit. 

"X. That Justifiealion is an act of God's free grace unto 
sinners, in which ho pardoneth all their sins, accoptoth and ao- 
eounteth their persons righteous in his sight, not for anything 
wrought in them or done by them, but only for the perfect obe- 
dience and full satisfaction of Christ imputed to them by God, 
and received by faith alone. 

"XI. That sanctification is a work of GoiPs grace, whereby 
the elect are renewed in the whole man after the image of God, 
and are enabled more and more to die unto sin and live unto 
righteousness. 

"XII. That whonisoovor <1imI liitth iu*.oopi.(Ml in Jn^UH Christ, 
oircctunlly called and snnotinoil by his Spirit, can noilhnr totally 
nor finally fall away from the slate of grace, but shall certainly 
porxcvcro to the end anil bo eternally saved. 

" Xfll. That the grnco of faith, whereby the elect are ena- 
bled to believe to the saving of their souls, is the work of the 
Spirit of Christ in their hearts, and is ordinarily wrought by 
the ministry of the word, by which, also, and by the adminis- 
tration of the sacraments and prayer, it is incrensed and 
strengthened. 

" XIV. That the viniblo church under the gospel is not tmn- 
fined to one nation as it was under the latv, but consists of all 
those throughout the world thai profess the true religion accord- 
ing to the g«tspol order and tlirir children ; and is the kingdom 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the house and family of God; and 
that unto this church Christ hath given the ministry, grace, and 
ordinances of Gml, for the gathering and perfecting of saints 
to thr cud of iixo. world; iind doth by his own presence and 
K|>irit acconling to his promise, make them cficctual thereunto. 
**XV. That prayc'r, sinfriii^ of psniuis, and reading of the 
Scriptures, ihcsouml preaching and conscionaldc hearing of the 
word, as also the duo ad ministration and worthy receiving of 
the sacraments instituted by Christ, namely, linptism and the 
LonPs Supper, and all parts of the ordinary religious worship 
of God, besides solemn fastings and thanksgivings, upon special 
occasions, which are in their several times and seasons to be 
UKcd in n Imly nnd roli^ioiis manner. 

*' XVI. 'riini Ihn i.oiil .leHiiM Christ, wlii» is tho alooo liend of 
his church, hath iippointed ofVicers in his house for the regular 
carrying on of the allairs of bin l<ingiiom,and that ouch partic- 
ular church hath power from Christ regularly to administer 
Gl 



censures to olFending members, and to earry on the affairs of 
his visihle kingdom according to his word. 

"XVI I. That the bo<lies of men after death turn to dust and 
see corruption, but their souls which neither die nor sleep, hav- 
ing an immortal substance, immediately return to God who gave 
them ; the souls of tho righteous being then made perfect in 
holiness, are received into heaven and the souls of tho wicked 
are east into hell. 

"XVIir. That the bodies of the just and nigust shall be 
raised at the last day. 

" XIX. That Go«l has appointed a day wherein he will judge 
the world in righteousness by Jesus Christ, in which day all 
persons that have lived upon earth shall appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ to give an account of their thoughts, words, 
and deeds, and to receive aceording to what they have done in 
the body, whether it be good or evil. 



u 
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" Forasmuch as it hath pleased God, who hath oommanded 
us to pray daily that his kingdom may oome, and be advanced, 
and hath given direction in his holy word, and manifold en- 
couragements to his poor serrants to seek and set forward bis 
worship and the concernments of his glory ; we do, tbereforei 
personally present ourselves this day in the holy presence of 
God, to transact with Him this groat affair of His kingdom and 
glory, and of our own salvation, and humbling ourselves before 
the Lord for all our sins and the sins of ours, earnestly praying 
for pardoning mercy and reconciliation with God through the 
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, and for the gracious presence 
and assistance of His holy spirit, under a deep sense of oar 
own weakness and un worthiness, and with an humble confidence 
in bis favorable acceptation ; each of us for ourselves and all of 
us jointly together, enter into a holy covenant with God and 
one with one another; that i» to tay^ We do according to the 
terms and tenor of tho everlasting covenant first give up oar- 
solves nnil our offspring unto the Ii«)rd God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, as the one only true and living God; All-suffieiont 
and our Gml, in covenant; and unto our Lord Jesus Christ our 
only Saviour, our Prophet, Priest, and King ; the only media- 
tor of the oovenant of grace, promising and covenanting 
through the help of His grace to cleave to God and to our Lord 
Jesus by faith In a way of Gospel obedience with full purpose 
of heart as his oovenant people forever. 

"And we do also by this act of confederation give up our- 
selves one unto another in the Lord according to the will of 
Go<l, promising and engaging to eleave and walk together in 
holy union and communion as members of the same mystical 
body and as an instituted church of Christ, rightly instituted 
and established in the true faith and order of tho Gospel; 
further obliging ourselves by this our holy oovenant to keep 
and maintain the holy word and worship of God committed to 
us and endeavor faithfully to transmit it to our posterity, to 
cleave unto nnd uphold the true gospel ministry as it is estab- 
lished by Jesus Christ in his church, to have it in due honor 
and esteem for tho work's sake; to subject ourHolves fully and 
{■inccroly unto tho ministerial exercise of the power of Christ 
in the dispensation of the word, the administration of the sac- 
raments — the Lord's Supper — to members in full communion 
and without ofTence, and Baptism to visible church members 
and their infant seed, as also for the duo applicstion of tho holy 
discipline, with love, care, and faithfulness; watching one over 
nnother nnd over thn ohildron of tho oovonsnt growing up with 
UH, iind all in oluMlienco to tiie blessed rule and government of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, tho alone head of his church ; and withal 
wo further engage ourselves to walk onlcrly in the way of fel- 
lowship and communion with all neighbor churches, according 
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to the rules of the goipel, that the Dame of our Lord Jesus may 
. be one throughout all the churches to the glory of God the 
Father. 

''This our holy church corenant we do, in most solemn man- 
ner, take upon our souls In all the parts of it, with full puqMMe 
•of heart as the Lord shall help us, and aooording to the measure 
of graoe received, we will walk before and with God fully, 
steadfastly, and constantly in the discharge of all oovenant 
duties each to other; and the Lord keep us forever in the 
thoughts and imagination of the hearts of ns his poor servants 
to establish our hearts onto Ilim ; and the good Lord pardon 
overy one of us that prepareth his heart to seek the Ijord God 
of his fathers. Amen." 

The foregoing, pertaining to the earliest records, as 
also the " articles of Christian faith'* and *' Church 
Covenant," are all copied from " An Historical Account 
of the First Church in Middleboro', Mass.," as pub- 
lished in book -form by that church in 1854. 

Rev. Samuel Fuller, first pastor of the First Church 
in Middleboro', was one of the twenty-six original 
English purchasers of what, with other purchases, 
was incorporated as a township under that name, June 
— , 1669, or about seven years subsequent to the date 
of that first purchase, and he was also among the ear- 
liest actual settlers of European descent, and fVom 
the commencement of that settlement the religious 
teacher of those who had here come to make for them- 
selves a home in the wilderness. 

In 1680, the next year afler the return of these 
settlers to Middleboro* from Plymouth, where they had 
taken refuge in King Philip's war, Samuel Fuller, with 
two others of those twenty-six original purchasers, 
viz., John Thompson and Francis Coombs, were elected 
selectmen of M iddlcboro*, and the same year the town 
voted to provide Mr. Fuller with a house-lot, to con- 
sist of twelve acres of laud, whereon he seenied to 
have already erected a house, which tradition saith 
stood a little east of the Dr. Sturtevant house, so called. 

The town also voted to Mr. Samuel Fuller a yearly 
salary of twenty pounds, to be paid one-quarter in 
silver and the remainder in corn, at two shillings per 
bushel, or wheat at four shillings per bushel ; and the 
town also further voted " to turn out and fence hb 
field, and every one that did not was to pay a bushel 
of com," being actuated, as were God*s still more 
ancient people, with zeal to rebuild the waste places 
of Jerusalem, so were those of this his more modern 
Israel to rescue from the spoil done by the red heathen, 
for in both instances it appears that ** the people had 
a mind to work" (Neheniiah iv. 6). 

Let it be observed that from the date of that first 
purchase and earliest settlement to the breaking out 
of King Philip's war was thirteen years, which san- 
guinary confiiot caused the purchase to be vacated 
by its English inhabitants almost four years, added to 



which nearly sixteen years afler their return were 
suffered to pass before this church was regularly 
gathered and organized, or their religious toucher or- 
dained OS a Christian minister. 

From the date at which Mr. Fuller began his 
labors as a religious teacher at Middleboro' until that 
of his ordination was evidently a period of some 
thirty-two years, and although he died before the 
dose of the same year in which he was ordained, yet 
had the people of Middlcboru' sat under his preaching 
nearly thirty years. 

He was interred in the ancient cemetery on *^ the 
hill," and the grave marked by a stone bearing this 
inscription : 

** Here lyes buried y* body of y" Rev. Samuel Fullor, who 
departed this llfo Aug. y* 17^, 1005, in y« 74^> year of his age. 
He was y* 1*^ minister of y* Church of Christ in Middle- 
borough." 

John Bennet, the first or earliest deacon of this 
church, was a son of Peter Bennet, of Bristol in Eng- 
land, and John was probably born there in or about 
1642. He emigrated to America, arriving in Vir- 
ginia in 1665 ; lived a while at Beverly, and from 
thence removed to Middleboro' ; ordained deacon 
March 8, 1695. He died March 21, 1718, a<;cd 
seventy-six years, lie was a selectman of Middle- 
boro' in 1692, '93, '95, '97, and '98. He was elected 
town clerk March 28, 1693, and probably served 
thirteen years. 

Jonathan Morse was born in or near the year 1639, 
and died July 9, 1709, in the seventieth year of his 
age. 

Abiel Wood wiu born in or about 1 (»58, and died 
Oct. 10, 1719, in his sixty-first yc;ir. 

Jacob Thompson was bom in or near 1662, and 
died Sept. 1, 1726, aged sixty-four years. The his- 
tory of this church, published in 1854, says of him 
that he was " a man of distinction as a surveyor and 
magistrate; he survoyetl the twenty-six niou's pur- 
chase, and divided it among the proprietors in lots, 
and also the proprietaries of several neighboring 
towns. He was a man of great weight of character, 
and took the lead in the deposition of Mr. Palmer. 
Several of his letters to neighboring ministers on that 
subject are still extant. He vnxn considered a man 
of sound piety, and a pillar in the church, and greatly 
respected." 

To be a little more explicit, Jacob Thompson (or 
Tomson, us he wrote his surname) was elected a se- 
lectman of Middleboro' in 1607, and by succc8i>ivc 
elections held that oflicc twenty-five yearn, lie rep- 
resented the town at the General Court in 1716 and 
1719, and was commissioned as a justice of the peace 
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for the onuntj of Plyiiioutli July 22, 1720. In tho 
local militia of Middleboro* ho was lieutenant as early 
as 1701, and captain in 1708, which office he held 
until 1716, the militia at that time throughout the 
whole town being embodied in one company, of which 
Capt. Jacob Thompson was the commander. 

Samuel Wood was born in or about the year 1648, 
and died Feb. 3, 1718, in his seventieth year. He 
was a son of Henry Wood, and a brother of Abicl 
Wood, before named. Samuel Wood was elected a 
selectman of Middleboro* in 1684, and in 1691, '93, 
•94, '99, 1706, *07, '08, and '09. 

Isaac Billington was born in or about 1 643, and 
died Dec. 11, 1700, in the sixty-sixth year of his 
age. 

Samuel Eaton, born about the year 1663, died 
March 18, 1724, in his sixty-first year. 

Samuel Cutburt, born in or near 1657, died April 
17, 1669. 

John Cobb, Jr., born in or near 1659, died Oct. 
8, 1727, in his sixty-eighth year. 

Ebeneser Tinkham was born about 1645. He was 
deacon of this church as early as 1695 ; selectman of 
the town of Middleboro' in 1691, 1696, 1700. 

The foregoing united with the church at its forma- 
tion, and the following-named soon after : 

Jonathan Cobb. He was born about 1660, and 
died Aug. 15, 1728, iigcd about sixty-eight years. 
Ho was dciicon of this uliurch at an early date, but the 
records do not state prcciMely when. 

John Fuller. He wat* a son of Ilev. Samuel Ful- 
ler, the first or earliest pastor of this church. John 
Fuller was born about 1668, and died in or near 
1710. 

John Alden, born in or near 1674, died Sept. 29, 
1730, in the fifly-sixtli yenr of his age. 

i^AHTOits. — Rev. Samuel Fuller, the first pastor of 
this church, died Aug. 17, 1695, or a little more 
than seven months aAer his ordination. Several min- 
inters received invitations to supply this vacant pulpit, 
and in August of the next year, Mr. Thomas Palmer, 
of Plymouth, was applied to, and engaged to preach a 
quarter of a year, for which he was paid thirteen 
pounds, and the town soon after voted him an annual 
salary of thirty-five pounds, and in November, 1698, 
the town voted ** that his goods shall be brought 
from Plymouth at the town's charge." The precise 
date of his ordination is not certainly known, but it 
is thought to have Uken place as early as 1702, and 
|H)sxibly a year or two before. 

To the ordination or settlement of Mr. Thomas 
Palmer a very strenuous opposition was oiTercd on the 
part of several members of the church, and committees 



were chosen both by the church and tho town " to 
devise means of a regular, comfortable, and peaceable 
settlement." Against Mr. Palmer the charges were 
brought of misbehavior in the church, and intemper- 
ance. 

A council was called by the church ex parte, which 
condemned him, but this was quickly followed. by a 
council called by the town, which council advised that 
*' as the town earnestly desired both old and young to 
enjoy his ministry, he should continue his ministry 
until the council should more fully agree." 

Finally a council of twelve churches was convened 
that advised the church to depose Mr. Palmer. In 
1705 his siilary was forty pounds, and in 1706 a like 
sum, *' provided he continue in the work of the min- 
istry the whole year ; if removed, to pay him propor- 
tionally ;" but in November, 1706, voted, " to seek 
out a man for the supply of the ministry." 

On the 3d of June, 1707, tho town voted " to pro- 
vide for the ministers and messengers that are to sit 
in council;" and Dec. 12, 1707, tho selectmen were 
instructed to agree with Mr. Peter Thatcher for the 
work of the ministry for quarter of a year. 

Rev. Peter Thacther was ordained Nov. 2, 1709, 
from which time he continued as pastor of this church, 
until his death, April 22, 1744, — a period of nearly 
thirty* five years. 

Concerning the final proceedings in the work of de- 
posing Mr. Palmer, the church records, under date of 
June 2, 1708, say,— 

" Voted, by tho church of Middleborougb, that in pursuance 
of the adrice of twelve churches in council bore con rened, which 
have declared that Mr. Thomas Palmer, the former minister and 
pastor, ought to be removed from the work of the gospel min- 
istry, and suspended from communion at the Lord's table for 
his scandalous inimontlitics : therefore, in conformity to said 
iidvice of said c«)uncil, sh also upon llio advino of a rouvontion 
of reverend ministers at Iloston, tho church doth now look on 
Mr. Palmer as no longer their pastor, but as deposed from the 
niiuislry, and also suspended from the table of the Lord; and 
wo withdraw from the said Mr. Palmer, and unite in our en- 
deavors to settle the ordinances of the gospol among us." 

But Mr. Palmer, although deposed from his pas- 
torate and ministry, and barred also from the com- 
munion, was not easily or effectually disposed of, 
silenced, or quieted, but sued the parish for his 
salary, and obtained a judgment of the law of the 
land for the recovery of fifty-two pounds, and con- 
tinued to preach to a few hearers in his own house. 

Mr. Palmer ere long gave up preaching altogether, 
and commenced at Middleboro* the practice of medi- 
cine. 

We shall, therefore, in this connection pursue his 
personal history no further, as his subsequent life 
being devoted to practicing instead of preaching. 
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ahoald find a place among medical men instead of 
ministers. 

Ilov. Peter Tliatchcr, the third pastor of the First 
Church in Middlubdro', and in that uffioe the hnuiedi- 
ate SQOoessor of Rev. Thomas Palmer, was bom at 
Milton, Mass., Oct. 6, 1688. 

His father, whose Christian name he bore, was 
pastor of the church at Milton; his grandfather, 
Thomas Thatcher, minister of the old South Church 
in Boston, and great-grandfather of Peter Thatcher, 
a Puritan divine in Salisbury, England. Peter 
Thatcher, the Middleboro' minister, graduated at 
Harvard College, Cambridge, Mass., in 1706. 

He began his ministry at Middleboro*, in Septem- 
ber, 1707, and was chosen pastor of the church June 
30, 1708, or a little before he had attained to twenty 
years of age. He was ordained Nov. 2, 1709. He 
was united in marriage Jan. 25, 1711, with Mary, a 
daughter of Samuel Prince, Esq., then of Rochester, 
but afler wards of Middleboro*. She was a sister of 
Rev. Thomas Prince, pastor of the old South Church, 
Boston, greatly distinguished as a chronologist and 
historian. 

Rev. Mr. Thatcher, of Middleboro*, is said to have 
had an excellent library, and reputed a hard student, 
laborious pastor, and sound preacher. His death 
occurred April 22, 1744. The house occupied by 
Rev. Mr. Thatcher in Middleboro* was burned Feb. 
3, 1780. Rev. Israel W. Putnam, in a discourse 
preached to this church on the one hundred and fifty- 
first anniversary, Jan. 5, 1845, said, concerning Mr. 
Thatcher,— 

" He began to preaoh to thia ohuroh and people in oireuni- 
stanoet of great diffioulty, inasmuch aa Mr. Palmer eontinned 
for lome time to preaob in a private hoiue to a portion of the 
people who adhered to him, notwithstanding the eonne which 
had been pursued with him by the ohuroh. 

" But Mr. Tbatober came to this place in the spirit of his 
master. His aim was to preach the fi^pel, and so highly did 
be ooiiiiiivnd himsolf in that oharaotor that on Juno 80, 1708, 
he was chosen by the church as their pastor before he was 
twenty years old. His ordination, however, did not take plaoo 
until Nov. 2, 1709. 

*' Mr. Thatcher brought to the work of the ministry here a 
mind of strong native powers, and highly oultivated by the un- 
oommon advantages he enjoyed under the instruction of his 
reverend father, whose library is said to have boon richly 
furnished with the works of the learned and pious Puritan 
authors, aud whose house was a great resort of the most emi- 
nent ministers of the day. 

*' liut, beside a mind thus well disciplined for his work, he had 
a heart to luve it. His soul was deeply imbued with the spirit 
of the gospel, and, from inclination as well ns from a sense of 
duty, he gave himself wholly to his work, and truly may it be 
said of him that his profiting appeared to all. His knowledge 
of the Scriptures was deep, his manuer of presenting divine 
truth to the minds of his people was clear, persuasive, and 
convincing, his addresses at the throne of grace were humble. 



solemn, and ardent, his life was circumspect and eminently 
Christian. 

" As wo might expect, (led blessed llio labors of such a mau. 
Untlor his ministry the ohureh «smMtautly luoroHiuMl fur many 
years in numbers and in strength. Hut toward the uluso uf his 
life he became much dlsoonragod by what he considered a grow- 
ing indifference to spiritual things in the church and among the 
people. 

" He seriously contemplated preaching a farewell sermon and 
leaving his charge, and declared to his biographer that he should 
have done it had he not l>een embarrassed in finding a suitublo 
text. But this season of discouragement was nut long, f«>r in 
1741 he saw among the people of his own charge the beginning 
of that reviving work of God which continued for more than 
two years. 

'* The outponring of the spirit here was sudden, powerful, ex- 
tensive, and long continued. 

** With all the powers of his body, mind, and heart he en- 
gaged, at home and abroad, in the work of that memorable re- 
vival of religion. 

" He labored in gathering in its glorious fruits till his strength 
was finally exhausted. His death occurred Apr. 22d, 1744, in 
fifty-sixth year of his age, in the thirty-fifth of his ministry, 
and just before the expiration of the first half-century of this 
church's existence. He was interred in his own Tomb, then, 
and till recently, the only one in the Burying-ground near his 
house. 

** How great a loss wits such a mau ti> the |MMiple uf his uhiirge, 
and how deeply lamented by them was his dutUh ! Hut less than 
I have now said of him oould not be omitted, while I was en- 
deavoring to show you that (IimI hail grauunisly hestowetl on 
this ohuroh a truly evangelical ministry." 

During the ministry of Rev. Mr. Thatcher in Mid- 
dleboro*, aboat four hundred and thirty persons were 
added to this church, of which more than one hun- 
dred were brought in at a revival that took place in 
1728, but that which acquired the name of the 
'* Great Awakening*' occurred from 1740 to 1742, 
when about one hundred and twenty- 6 vo were gath- 
ered in. It may not, in this connection, be amiss to 
notice the fact that, during the ministry of Mr. 
Thatcher, Mr. Thomas Palmer, who was unblessed 
in his connection with the ministerial office here, was 
happily reclaimed, as the following, from the church 
records, fully servos to show : 

** November 13, 1737. This day Mr. Thomas 
Palmer, the former pastor of this church, had the 
censure of the church taken off, and was restored to 
communion by unanimous vote of the church, after 
hearing his confession. ' 

This restoration of Mr. Thumus Pahner, together 
with the facts in his subse(|uent history, afford con- 
soling reflections, as the evidence of recorded facts 
fully shows that he retrieved his character, and when 
he had come to be older was also a wiser and better 
man. 

The death of Rev. Mr. Thatcher was innnediatoly 
succeeded by some very severe trials for this church. 

A revival of religion like that experienced in the 
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three List years of Ins life could scarcely be expected 
to take place without excitiii«i; some fceliugs of hos- 
tility on the part of those who did not sympathize 
with its character and spirit. Such persons, singular 
as it may appear, though few in numbers, were mem- 
bers of this church, and beeame active in inducing the 
parish to take an unprecedented course in the choice 
and settlement of another minister, which innovation 
the church resisted, and, as the event showed, success- 
fully, yet the occurrence was for a time disastrous, as 
it occasioned a division in the parish, a majority of 
whom, with a small minority of the church, kept the 
control of the meeting-house, and procured preaching 
for themselves. 

The church, in the mean time, with the other part 
of the people, proceeded in the settlement of the 
Christian ministry. Leaving the meeting-house in a 
peaceable manner, they withdrew and worshiped for a 
time in a private dwelling. 

The church at first invited as their minister Peter 
Thatcher, the old pastor*s son, but for some reason, 
not, perhaps, fully explained, withdrew that call, and 
sent one to Rev. Sylvunus Conant, who cnmc to Mid- 
dlcboro' in Septeiubcr, 17 14. 

The parish now assorted its legal rights by inviting 
another candidate for their minister, Mr. Conant 
preaching in the same house with the other candidate, 
one occupying the pulpit in the forenoon and the other 
in the allcrntion. 

The parish then by vote refused to allow Mr. 
Conant to preach in the meeting-house at all, and 
henceforth for a time his meetings were held in the 
former residence of the late pastor deceased, by invi- 
tation of his widow, who was then occupying the 
premises. 

Mr. Conant, although called to the work of the 
ministry in this place in the auUinin of 17'14, was not 
ordained until the month of March in the succeeding 
year, when the services of his ordination were per- 
formed out of doors, in front of the Thatcher man- 
sion. The friends and supporters of Mr. Conant went 
n^»lntcly at work to build a ni(;e(i tig- house upon the 
" Upper (jlrecn," which was raised July 17, 1745, and 
ere long finished so as to nccoinmodato the Rev. Mr. 
Conant and his worshiping congrcgalion. 

Not to bo outdone, the parish caused their candi- 
date for the ministry to be ordained, (he services of 
which ordination were performed in the meeting-house 
Oct. 2, 1745, the church, by its committee, offering 
a BtronuouA protot against the proceeding. The 
church and parish, as Wiis remarked, had now a hard 
busiiurss with a new meeting-house to build, the old 
meeting-house to repair, two ministers and two 



churches to sustain, and, more than all, crimination 
and recriminations and alienations among brethren, — 
" old lights" and " new lights,** the church and the 
standing party. 

Two pamphlets were printed, in which hard names 
and words were dealt out freely against each other. 

A tax made by the parish against the new sooiety 
as well as the old wellnigh brought on open war, 
added to which was a lawsuit about the records and 
the furniture of the Lord*8 table, and the quarrel 
was not allayed and difficulties adjusted without an 
application to and relief from the Colonial Legis- 
lature. 

A law was passed by which those who ohose to 
worship in the new meeting-house might file their 
names with the clerk of the old society, and thus be- 
come members of the new, and in 1748 more than 
two hundred persons availed themselves of the privi- 
lege thus afforded. 

Another law was passed in 1754, by which the 
societies were reunited. The Rev. Thomas Weld, 
called by a majority of the parish and sixteen mem- 
bers of the church, was a resident, if not, indeed, a 
native, of Boston. He graduated at Harvard College, 
in 1723. He continued to preach in the old meet- 
ing- house until Jan. 8, 1749, when the parish voted 
to dismiss him, and he soon after brought an action 
for his salary, which put his former people to much 
tnmble and expense. 

These troubles qaused great embarrassment to the 
parish in paying its expenses, to meet a part of which 
it, the same year, voted to sell to David Simmons the 
old meeting-house, exclusive of the pews and pulpit, 
for the sum of £13 6s. 8d, 

Concerning the Rev. Sylvanus Conant, the history 
of this church, published in 1854, furnished the 
following : 

** Ho was a descendant of the celebrated Roger 
Conant, who was with the Plymouth Pilgrims in 
1623, and removed to Salem. He was born in 1720, 
and graduated in 1740, at Harvard College. He was 
a son of Jjot Conant, the son of Nathaniel, who came 
from Beverly, and settled in Brldgewater before 
1090. He began his ministry hero Sept. 9, 1744; 
was called to be pastor October Ist of the same year, 
and was ordained March 28, 1745. He continued 
his ministry, at first at the house of Madame Thatcher, 
and after the meeting-house was built (which was the 
same year), in that house till his death, which was of 
the smallpox, Dec. 8, 1777. He was buried with 
eight of his parishioners, in a field of one of them.** 

The following is the inscription on the stone set at 
the head of his grave : 
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" Memento Mori," 

In Memory of 

Rbv. Sylyanus Conant, 

Minister of the first ohuroh in Middleborongh, 

who died of suiall \k>x, Dec. 8, 1777, 

in the 58*^ year of bis age 

and 83^ of his ministry. 

** 8o sleep the sonls and leave to groan, 
When sin and death have done their worst; 
Christ hath a glory like his 
Which waits to olollio tlioir wasting dust." 

The causes that served for a time to divide this 
church were not confined in their operations or effects 
to the town of Middleboro') but spread quite exten- 
sively throughout the then colony, now State, of Mas- 
sachusetts, making many divisions in churches, which 
have never, even to this day, been remedied, causing 
bickering and strife not yet allayed, and inflicting 
wounds that never healed ; in short, causing injuries 
that a century of time, that great pacifier, has been 
found insufficient to heal. 

Why the people of Middleboro* were more for- 
tunate than those of many other places in the effort 
to hcnl differences may have boon, in a groat degree, 
owing to the character and conduct of the Rev. Syl- 
vanus Conant, the pastor retained, who was distin- 
guished for his urbanity nnd conciliatory manners, 
and who succeeded, in a few years, in uniting the 
people of both parties in his favor. He is repre- 
sented as having been a lively, animated preacher, 
and is said to have done all that any man could do 
under such multiplied difficulties and such perilous 
circumstances, being times of war, viz , the French 
and Indian war and the Revolutionary war. During 
a portion of the Revolutionary war Mr. Conant, for 
a time, performed the duties of chaplain to one of the 
regiments in the patriot service. Had Mr. Conant 
been a different kind of man, doubtless in Middleboro*, 
as in many other places, the church would have re- 
mained divided, and instead of again becoming one 
church, would have continued as two, adhering to those 
differences in religious sentiment that then divided, 
and for one hundred and forty years have continued 
to divide, among the Congregational ists, the Unita- 
rian from those of the Trinitarian faith and practice. 

Soon after tiie death of Rev. Mr. Conant this 
church extended an invitation to Mr. Abraham 
Camp, a graduate of Yale College, to beeoine their 
pastor, which call he seems to have declined. 

The church then invited the Rev. Joseph Barker 
to become its pastor. Mr. Barker graduated at Yale 
College in 1771. 

The call to Mr. Barker bore date of Aug. 9, 1781, 
and he was ordained December 5th of the same year. 



The history of this church, as published in 1854, 
contained the following notice of Rev. Joseph 
Barker : 

His ministry continued till his dcmlh, July 5, 1815, 
except while he was in Congress, he having been a 
member of that body in 1805-8. 

In his absence the pulpit was supplied by Rev. 
Azel Washburn, Rev. Simeon Doggett, and Rev. Mr. 
Robinson, of Westboro'. 

Rev. James Davis was with us in 1807. Mr. 
Barker preached a century sermon one hundred years 
afler the oipinisation of the church, in which many 
of the historical records are taken notice of and the 
character of our pastors given, which waS printed at 
the time, also a sermon on the death of Deacon B. 
Thomas, in which his life and character are very 
graphically drawn. 

He was buried in the parish burial-ground. 

Mr. Barker was considered an able, sound, and 
orthodox preacher of the Hopkinson school, and 
much respected by his people. 

Those who had lived under the ministry of Mr. 
C<»iiant thought there was in Mr. Barker a strong 
contrast between the two in pautoral visitations and 
cheerfulness, and condescension out of the pulpit, but 
there was very little complaint. 

His studies were unremitted, and he brought 
'* beaten oil" into the sanctuary. 

He was an able sennonizer, of which a volume of 
his sermons in print gives decisive evidence. 

The same authority contains the following concern- 
ing his immediate successor in the ministry in this 
place: 

Rev. Emerson Paine was a graduate of Brown 
University in 1813, was ordained Feb. 14, 1816, not 
without much opposition, and afler a laborious min- 
istry (the opposition continuing), he was dismissed on 
his own request by advice of an ecclesiastical council 
July 4, 1822. 

He was afterwards, for a number of years, pastor 
of the church in Little Compton, R. I., and after- 
wards preached in Halifax, where he died April 26, 
1851, aged sixty- five years. 

Rev. William Eaton was the next pastor, of whom 
the church history, before alluded to, says, " He was 
installed March 10, 1824, having been previously, for 
ten years, pastor of the church in Vitehburg, was a 
graduate of Williams College in 1810, and at Andover 
Theological Seminary in 1813. 

He was dismissed at his own request, March 3, 
1834, by a council, and was settled in Charlotte, Vt., 
and afterwards in Uardwick, in this St4ae. lie died 
in West Brookfield, April 12, 1840. 
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The next pnstor wns Rev. Israel W. Putnam. lie 
was a native of Dan vers, Mass. lie graduated at 
Dartmouth Collep;c, 1809, and at the Theological 
Seminary at Andover in 1814. He was settled as 
pastor of the North Church in Portsmouth, N. II., 
from March 15, 1815, to March 15, 1835, and was 
installed pastor of this church Oct. 28, 1835. 

Much that has herewith been presented conecrninp; 
the First Congregational Church and parish in Mid- 
dleboro' was derived from several historic discourses 
delivered, in 1845, by Rev. Israel W, Putnam, com- 
memorative of the completion of one hundred and 
fifly years since the original gathering and formation 
of that church. 

Dkaoons ok tub First Cuurcii. — John Ben- 
net, the earliest deacon of this church, has already 
been noticed on a previous page. 

Ebeuezer Tinkham was deacon at an earl}"^ date in 
the history of this church. (See notice of him on a 
previous page.) 

Jonathan Cobb was deacon in 1738; how much 
earlier not certainly known. 

Samuel Barrows was ordained deacon July 25, 
1725. He was admitted to membership Feb. 20, 
1715. He died Dec. 30, 1755, in his eighty-third 
year, and must therefore have been born in or near 
1673. He was elect>ed a selectman of Middleboro' 
in 1723, and by snccossive elections held that nflice 
for twelve conHocutive years. In 1744 he was again 
chosen, and hold the position one year. Flo probably 
i\v.U*a\ as deacon for several years before being or- 
dained as such, as the title is applied to his name in 
the public records of Middleboro' as early as 1723, 
and perhaps before^ Deacon Samuel Barrows was 
elected to represent the town of Middieboro' in the 
General Court that commenced its session in Boston, 
We<lni'sday, May 25, 1720, and re-elected to that 
place in 1730-31 and 1733-34. In the division 
that occurred in this church immediately after the 
death of llev. Peter Thatcher, Deacon Samuel Bar- 
rows, with sixteen or seventeen male members of the 
church, together with a majority of the parish, took 
the side of the " old lights," or ** standing party," as 
sometimes called, which party in many New England 
churches cjinie finally to represent the Unitarian ele- 
ment as opposed to the Trinitarian, the intellectual 
rather than cinotiotial, those of less faith and more 
knowledge, and who sought to be practically good 
rather than professionally pious ; who accounted good 
irnfi'/fs :\H hrMar than good irnnh^ and well thtluy more 
essential than well ^ni/wg^ in short, who sought to bear 
the cri»S8 themselves rather than get off with the cheap 
excuse that " ./<?«»w jtai^l it all ;" and if such, indeed, 



wore the children of this world in their generation, then 
were those in that generation wiser than the children 
of light, either new or old ; and singularly enough, in 
their efforts to cause things to remain in statu quo, 
those Unitarians have made greater departures from 
the faith and praotices of their fathers, as also as more 
of them, than the " new lights,*' whose new-fangled 
doctrines they could neither tolerate, fellowship, or 
patiently endure ; and thus have both parties practi- 
cally illustrated the conduct of that son who said ho 
would go and went not, and he who said he would 
not go and yet went.* 

Ephraim Wood was ordained deacon July 25, 
1725. He was a son of Samuel Wood, and born in 
or ncixr the year 1679. Admitted to membership in 
this church Aug. 22, 1715. He died July 9, 1744, 
in the sixty-fifth year of his age. 

Samuel Wood was chosen deacon Jan. 30, 1735, 
and ordained to that office March 5, 1737. Deacon 
Samuel Wood was a son of Samuel Wood, and a 
brother of Deacon Ephraim Wood. Deacon Samuel 
Wood was born in or about 1684. He was a seleot- 
nian of Middloboro' in 1744; representative to the 
General Court in 1744, and again in 1745. Ho 
joined this church March 4, 1718. 

Ebenczer Finney came to Middleboro' from Nor- 
ton. He united with this church Nov. 3, 1734 ; was 
made a deacon in 1737, and dietl Sept. 21, 1745, in 
his forty-seventh year; born in or about 1698. 

Benjamin Tucker was chosen deacon in November, 
1745. Ho was admitted to membership March 24, 
1729. He died July 9, 1781, in his seventy-sixth 
year ; born in or near the year 1705 ; elected a se- 
lectman of Middleboro' for the years 1748-49, 1750- 
51, and 1752. He was town treasurer in 1744, and 
representative to the General Court in 1746; com- 
missioned as a coroner for the county of Plymouth 
Dec. 27, 1734, and that appointment renewed Oct. 
10, 1755, and Jan. 28, 1762. 

Gorshom Cobb was made deacon at the same date 
as Benjamin Tucker. Deacon Gershom Cobb was 
born 1714; admitted to membership in this church 
July 1, 1739. In his old age he left Middleboro* 
and removed to Hard wick. 

Benjamin Thomas came from Carver. He joined 
this church Aug. 10, 1742, and was chosen deacon 
May 23, 1776; died July 9, 1800, aged seventy- 
eight ; represented Middleboro* in the General Court 



1 It is hopod thai neitlior party, Unilarian or Trinitnrian, 
will la)(o onfonso at Iho frco oxproiwions indulged by tho wrilor, 
who is an avowed infidel, and well near an Arheint, as ills from 
such a stand-point that these matters are rlewed. 
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in 1776-77, 1779, and 1788. His funeral aermon, 
preached by Rev. Joseph Barker, was printed. 

Ichabod Morton was received into this church May 
11, 1760; chosen deacon Jan. 3, 1782; died May 
10, 1809, in the eighty-fifth year of his age, and con- 
sequently must have been born in or about 1724. 

Abner Bourne joined the church Deo. 1, 1782 ; 
chosen deacon June 8, 1796 ; committed suicide May 
26, 1806, bein<; in tho fifly* ninth year of his age. 
He was a solcctmun of Middhiboro' in 1784-86, and 
1788-89. Of the second company in the local mi- 
litia of Middleboro* he was commissioned ensign, to 
rank from May 9, 1776 ; promoted to lieutenant April 
8, 1778, and to captain Juno 2, 1780. He com- 
manded that company on an expedition to Rhode 
Island in war of American Revolution. 

Joshua Eddy united with this church April 9, 
1797, and was elected deacon Out. 10, 1805. He 
died May 1, 1833. A very interesting and instruc- 
tive account of him was published In the July issue 
of the ** New England Historical and Genealogical 
Register,'* in 1854, to which a further allusion may 
properly be made in the military history o{ this town. 

Perez Thomas joined July 13, 1802, and became 
deacon May 4, 1803. He died May 21, 1828, aged 
seventy-seven, lie was a representative to the (Jen- 
eral Court in 1787. 

Calvin Tillson became a member May 22, 1803, 
and was chosen deacon Aug. 13, 1819. He died 
July 3, 1852, in his eighty-third year. 

Samuel Sampson was received into this church 
Aug. 14, 1808 ; chosen deacon June 30, 1826 ; died 
July 30, 1850, aged eighty-six. 

James Sprout joined Nov. 17, 1816 ; chosen dea- 
con Oct. 26, 1834 ; died April 15, 1837, in his sixty- 
third year. He was by trade a carpenter, and was 
the architect of the church edifice of this church and 
society, erected in 1828, and dedicated Jan. 1, 1829. 

John Freeman beciimo a mcmher July 12, 1807; 
elected deacon Oct. 26, 1834; died Feb. 20, 1847, 
aged fifty-nine. He had been dismissed to a church 
at Carver in 1846. 

Horatio G. Wood was received Aug. 15, 1819; 
chosen deacon Dec. 2, 1842; dismisstid to tho Cen- 
tral Congregational Church in Middleboro*, 1847, 
wherein he became a deacon. 

Nathaniel Eddy, admitted to membership July 23, 
1807 ; made deacon 1852. 

The first meeting-house of this First Congregational 
Church in Middlcboro' is said to have been located 
near the former residence of the late Dr. Stcrtevant, 
and was probably used as a place of public worship 
during the ministry of Rev. Samuel Fuller, and re-r 



maining as late as the year 1701, in August of which 
it was sold at auction for £5 2<. 

The second meeting-house was built on what is 
known as the lower green, and near where now stands 
a school-house. It was erected in 1700. The dimen- 
sions were thirty-six feet by thirty, and sixteen-foot 
stud. It at first had two ridgepoles and four gable- 
ends, but in 1745 this was changed for a pitched r(M)f, 
so called. 

The third house of public worship hUhhI a few rods 
northeast of the present church edifice, and was 
erected in 1745. It was raised on the 17th of July 
in that year. The land on which it stood was pur- 
chased of Ebenezer Sproutt by deed bearing date 
June 9, 1745, and came to be called the upper 
green. 

The fourth house is that still standing, having been 
erected in 1828. The lot was purchased of Zeiuis 
Cushmau in 1827. The building of this house cost 
nearly thirteen thousand dollars. Deacon James 
Sproutt was the architect. The house was dedicated 
Jan. 1, 1829. The parsonage house was built in 
1832. The land on which it stands was purchased of 
Hercules Cushman. 

TuK Fund of thk Fiiist C<)N(Hik(iational 
CuuiiciL AND SooimT. — The house built by Rev. 
Sylvanus Conant was by his heirs sold to this parish, 
and was by the parish sold to Rev. Joseph Barker, 
and the sale-money funded. At a later date Mr. 
Samuel Tinkham devised the whole of his farm in 
'^ the Little Precinct" to this parish, the income of 
which was to be for tho support of tho minister for 
the time being. The fund was soon sufficient by its 
incoiie to pay the salary of the pastor, and was so 
appropriated until the dismissal of Rev. Mr. Eaton. 
By a process that seems not to be wholly understood, 
and by the erection of a parsonage, this fund was 
diminished from nine thousand dollars to less than 
three thousand, so that tho gnuiter ]mrt of the salary 
had to be raised by subscription. 

Mr. Tinkham and wife were exemplary members of 
the church. The following is the inscription on their 
monument on " the Hill," where they are buried : 

'* Kruottxl by tlio illrootioii of lliu l^^iritt PrcKUiiut nf Miildle- 
boru' tu thu iiieiiiury of Mr. Suiuuol Ttnkliuiii, who diud Maruli 
28th, 1796, agoil 72 years and four days. 

" When in life he was benorolcnt to tho poor, and in his Ittti 
will gave all his real estate for the support of tho public wor- 
ship of Qod in this preoinct. 

" Patience, widow of said Samuol, died Nov. 3, 1 81-1, agod 92." 

Other Congregational SocietieB and Churches. 
— From the date of the incorporation of the town of 
Middloboro' until July 11), 171D, — a period of half a 
century, — the geographical limits of tho entire town 
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were erobniced in one parish ; thnt was then divided, 
and thenceforth for a time known as the East and 
West Precincts. The East Precinct contained the 
meeting-house and much the largest portion of the 
members of the church. 

The dividing line between the precincts was drawn 
from a point near the mouth of Fall Brook, and run- 
ning westerly by the Trout Brook to the line of 
Taunton. 

The West Precinct included what was then the 
southwest part of Middleboro', since set off and made 
a new and distinct town, called Lakeville. 

The West Precinct also included a part of the then 
township (now city) of Taunton. 

IIow ninny members of the First Church wore dis- 
missed to become members of the West Precinct 
Church, organized Oct. 6, 1725, is not now positively 
known. 

The records of the old and now East Precinct 
Church show that Ebenezer Richmond and William 
Strobridge became members of the West Precinct 
Church, and on the 24th of March, 1727, Elizabeth 
Haeket was dismissed to join that church. 

From the most reliable evidences now to be obtained 
(as some parts of the early records arc lost) the church 
of the West Precinct was formed Oct. 6, 1725. 

The names of the female members at the date of 
the forniatiim are not now known, but the male members 
werr nsfollowH: John Tlinu<ltcr, ICbcncznr liiclnnond, 
Jatii(!S llccd, llichard Waste, Samuel llotir, Thomas 
PickiMiH, William Honk inn, Jnhn lliickolt, Jauiofl 
Sproutt, Elections Reynolds, Edward Richmond, and 
William Strobridge. The first or earliest church edi- 
fice in the West Precinct stood upon the easterly side 
of the highway, a few rods south of the former resi- 
dence of the late William Paul, and was erected in 
1724. Rev. Benjamin Ruggles was the first settled 
minister in this West Precinct or Parish. He ac- 
cepted the call by letter bearing date of Oct. 25, 1724, 
which was in reply to a vote of the precinct or parish 
passed Sept. 8, 1724. It was at first agreed to give 
Rev. Mr. Ruggles ninety pounds as a settlement, and 
to pay him at the rate of seventy pounds per year for 
his servi(x;H, but the yearly pay wa.s from time to time 
increased until it reached one hundred pounds, and, 
perhaps, even more, as shown by the precinct or par- 
ish records, still well preserved ; but it may have been 
that the apparent increase in his salary was only ficti- 
tious, and made to cancel the loss that he would other- 
wis<' have snstaiii(*(l frmn a ilcprocialing currency. 

The ordination of llev. Benjamin Ruggles as pastor 
of the ()oni:n»«'nt.inn»l Cliurcli in the West Precinct 
or Parish of Middleboro' occurred on the 17th day 



of November, 1725, from which time he continued to 
hibor, with much acceptance and usefulness, till his 
dismission in December, 1753, or a period of twenty- 
eight years. His name appears in the history of bis 
time as a friend of revivals, but the loss of the rec- 
ords of this church prevents the giving of the names 
of those who were added during his ministry (that 
covered the period still known as that of the *' great 
awakening*' or ** great revival" begun in 1 741 ). Rev. 
Benjamin Ruggles graduated at Yale College in 1721. 
During the ministry here of Rev. Benjamin Ruggles, 
Edward Richmond and John Hackett sustained the 
positions of deacons, both of whom were probably 
appointed in 1725. 

From the close of Mr. Ruggles* ministry for a 
period of nearly eight years this church was destitute 
of a regularly-settled pastor, the pulpit being tempo- 
rarily supplied by seven different ministers, and 
although this condition of affairs was attended with 
what was regarded as "spiritual declension," yet 
during that time (viz., 1759) the old meeting-house 
was abandoned and its place supplied by the erection 
of a large, commodious, and comparatively expensive 
church edifice, that continued to be used as a plaoe 
of public worship until 1835, or a term of about 
seventy-six years. The site of that house was a few 
feet westerly of the present neat and convenient 
chapel, that was erected in 1835. The second 
meeting-house was suppliiHl with galleries upon throe 
sides, and also with a projection over the pulpit, a 
little higher than the minist-tir^s head, which projec- 
tion was familiarly known as the "sounding-board,** 
but had no steeple, and appeared iipon the outside to 
have always been free from the adornments of paint. 
The " spiritual declension** before alluded to, together 
with the term of nearly eight years suffered to pass 
in which the church and precinct were destitute of a 
regularly-settled pastor, being temporarily supplied by 
seven different ministers, and during which time the 
second house of. worship was erected, doubtless gave 
rise to the doggerel description, which tradition has 
preserved of that house and its worshiping congrega- 
tion, in the censorious words, — 

" Flipfh lioiiso witlioiil a «fco|»lo, 
lllinil guidciS and ignornnt poofde." 

Rev. Caleb Turner was the second pastor of this 
church, being ordained to the gospel ministry therein 
April 16, 1761. He, like the Rev. Mr. Ruggles, was 
a student of Yale College, where Mr. Turner graduated 
ill 1758. His niini.Hry here was long and happy, or 
at least reasonably happy, and continued from 1761 
until 1801, a period of about forty years. 

During the pastorate of Rev. Caleb Turner twenty- 
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four persons were received to roembership in this 
church. Ho ndininisterod tho ordinance of baptism 
to ono hundred and eighty, solemnized three hundred 
and ono murriagCM, and attended almut threo hundred 
funerals. His remains ond those of his wife were 
interred in tho ancient cemetery neor by, and graves 
of both marked by suitable gravestones bearing in- 
scriptions. 

Job Macomber was appointed a deacon of this 
church in 1762, Seth Richmond and Joseph Rich- 
mond in 1766, George Leonard and Benjamin Dean 
in 1792, and George Staples in 1799. 

Thomas Cra(\s, the third pastor of this church, was 
installed as such Nov. 18, 1801. Mr. CraAs gradu- 
ated at Harvard in 1783. He remained as pastor 
eighteen years, and died at the age of sixty-one years. 

Samuel Staples was appointed deacon of this church 
in 1803, John Morton in 1804, and Edward Paul in 
1812. During the ministrations of Rev. Mr. Crafts 
to this people sixty-two persons were admitted to 
membership (fi fly-five by profession and seven by 
letter). He administered eighty-seven baptisms and 
solemnized sixty-one marriages. At the commence- 
ment of his labors hero tho church numbered but 
about a dozen members, that during his ministry 
were so increased as to leave forty at its dose. 

The fourth pastor was Rev. John Shaw, who was 
installed July 21, 1819. He was a graduate of 
Brown University, Providence, R. I., in 1805. His 
ministry here continued fifteen years, during which 
sixty-five persons were admitted to the church by 
profession and eight by letter, or seventy-three in the 
whole. 

He administered sixty-eight baptisms, and solem- 
nized one hundred and thirty-three marriages. At 
the close of hb labors here the church consisted of 
seventy- four members. 

Before coming to Middloboro', Rev. John Shaw 
had been settled in the ministry at Carver, where ho 
was ordained in 1807. Mr. Shaw Jeft Middleboro' 
in 1834, and for two years this church was without a 
pastor, and during that time (viz., in 1835) the old 
meeting-house, erected in 1759, was taken down and 
11 third house of worship erected, which continncH to 
be used for that purpose until the present time. 

While Rev. John Shaw was pastor of this church 
the following-named members were appointed dea- 
cons : Caleb Bassett and Benjamin Richmond in 
1821, Ephraim Leach and Zuttu Pickens in 1828. 

Rev. Homer Barrows, the fifth pastor, was ordained 
in 1836. He was a graduate of Amherst College in 
1831. He remained here until June 1, 1842, or 
about six years, and during his pastorate thirty-seven 



persons joined this church by profession and five by 
letter. Ho administered thirty- four baptisms and 
solemnized twenty-nine marriages. Andrew U ask ins 
was appointed deacon in 1838. 

The sixth pastor was Rov. Jesse K. Bragg, a grad- 
uate of Amherst College in 1838. His pastorate 
over this church commenced Oct. 19, 1842, and 
ended June 30, 1851, continuing a little less than 
nine years. During that time the admissions to this 
church were eighty-five persons, viz., sixty-nine by 
profession and sixteen by letter. The Rev. Mr. 
Bragg in the mean time administered sixty-seven bap- 
tisms, solemnized sixty-two marriages, and attended 
one hundred funerals. The church at the close of 
Mr. Bragg*s labors numbered one hundred and fifty. 

Rev. Calvin Chapman, the seventh pastor, com- 
menced his ministerial labors here in July, 1851, and 
was installed on the 22d of October in that year. Uo 
graduated at Bowdoin College in 1839. His minis- 
try here terminated Oct. 30, 1857. Admissions to 
the church five, viz., three by profession and two by 
letter. 

Rev. Augustine Root was ordainetl and installed as 
eighth pastor May 20, 1858. His ministerial lalK)r8 
here closed May 13, 1860. During tho two years of 
liis pastorate fiiteen persons were added to tho eliurch, 
and all by profession. Frederick A. Paul and My- 
rick Haskins were appointed deacons in 1858. 

During the next year no minister was settled, but 
about four months of the time the pulpit was filled by 
Rev. George G. Perkins, and as stated supply he 
preached from May 4, 1861, to May 3, 1863. Tho 
admissions to tho chnrch wore twelve by profession 
and two by letter. 

Rev. James Ward preached to this church and 
society from June 7, 1863, until Dec. 6, 1868, and 
during that time two persons were admitted to church 
membership by profession. 

Rev. Flomer Barrows, a former pastor, resumed 
ministerial labors here Oct. 31, 1869, and remained 
until April 21, 1872, having admitted to the church 
eight persons by profession. 

From April 20, 1873, to Sept. 30, 1877, Rev. 
Charles W. Wood lah<»red as stated supply. The 
additions in four years and five months were eleven 
by profession and two by letter. 

Rev. I. C. Thaoher preached here from Oct. 7, 
1877, to January, 1880. He was installed as the 
ninth pastor Jan. 15, 1879. Twcnty-fuur persons 
were admitted into the church by profession and 
seven by letter. James W. Paul Wiis appointed dea- 
con in 1879. 

This church, religious society, and precinct has 
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been unusually fortunate in the Kbcrnlity of two of 
its parishioners, viz., Mr. Nicholas llochc and Hugh 
Montgomery, Esq. 

Mr. Roche, eighty years ago, made this precinct 
the present of a hearse or carriage for the dead. 
That gifl, as nearly as can now be ascertained, was 
made by Mr.lloche about four years before his death, 
and in his last will and testament he bequeathed as a 
fund for the support of the preaching of the gospel 
in this precinct or parish the sum of four thousand 
dollars. 

The remains of Mr. Roche were interred in an 
ancient cemetery then in Middleboro', now in Lake- 
▼ille, and his grave marked by a handsome slab of 
white marble, laid horizontally upon a substantial free- 
stone base. That tombstone bears the following in- 
scription : 

"This Monuinontal stono is erected 

in Momorj of 

Mr. NicnoLAR Rociir 

Who dictl Oct. the .11 "» 1808 

Aged 85 Years. 

He VTM born in the Kingdom of Ireland 

and came from tlicnoo to Aiiiorioa in the days 

of his jonth where by indefatigable 

industry he accumulated 

an handsome fortune 

a ralnable part of which he bequeathed 

for the support of the gospel Ministry 

in this and some df the adjacent 

('ongrogational Stxiirtios 

lie gave suvoral largn boqumtri tii individuals 

and the remaining part of his estate 

ho dirool-od his oxenulors to distribute according 

to their Judgment amongst the 

sober, honest, and industrious poor. 

The deceased sustained through life an 

irreproachable moral character. 

The virtues which ho practiced and the 

judicious dis)>osal 

which he niadn of his valunblo property more 

than any posthuuious oulogium spoak his 

praise." 

Hugh Montgomery, Esq., was a native of Middle- 
boro', that part now Lakeville, but spent the most of 
his life ill the practice of the law at Boston. His 
remains rest near those of Mr. Roche. Mr. Mont- 
gomery left to this church and society, for the support 
of the gospel, the sum of three thousand dollars. That 
with the money given by Mr. Roche now constitutes 
a fund of seven thousand dollars. Mr. Montgomery 
also gave two hundred dollars for the improvement of 
the ancient cemetery where his remains are buried. 

Middloboro' and Halifax Congregational 
Church. — The town of Halifax was incorporated July 
4, 1734, from parts of Middloboro*, Pembroke, and 
Plympton, soon after which the following-named 



members of the First Church were dismissed to be- 
come members of the Halifax Church : 

Ichabod Standish, Isaac Tinkham, Ebeneser Fuller, 
John Fuller, Timothy Wood, Thomas Thompson, 
Kbenezer Cobb, John Drew, Jr., Hannah Fuller, 
Phebe Standish, Abigail Tinkham, Elizabeth Fuller, 
Mary Wood, Elizabeth Thompson, Mary Thompson, 
Sr., Mary Thompson, Lidia Cobb, Sarah Drew, and 
Elizabeth Drew. 

These were dismissed Oct. 13, 1734, and were 
among the original members of a Congregational 
Church there established, and which still exists. 

Rev. John Cotton was settled as the first pastor of 
the Halifax Church, and he afterwards attained to 
considerable distinction in civil office, as also in the 
field of literature. 

The successors of Mr. Cotton as pastors of this 
Middleboro' and Halifax Church and Society were as 
follows: Rev. William Patten, ordained in 1757; 
Rev. Ephraim Briggs, ordained in 1769, and who 
died in 1801; and was the same year succeeded by 
Rev. Abel Richmond, Rev. Elbridge G. Howe, and 
Rev. Freeman P. Howland. But a more extended 
account would more properly constitute a part of the 
history of Halifax instead of Middleboro'. 

The Titicut Congregational Chnrch and Parish. 
— Rev. S. Hopkins Emery, now of Taunton, Mass., in 
a religious discourse delivered before this church and 
society, June 0, 1875, when speaking of its original 
gathering and formation, said, — 

.''Tho controversy which at this time ragctl throughout New 
England, especially in Connecticut, between what were called 
the New Lights, or new measure revival men, and the old estab- 
lished churches, more stiflT, staid, and formal in their ways, — 
this controversy reached the Titicut plantation, and was quite 
heated in all this region. 

" Thoco of you who have road the history of those exciting 
times, when WhiteneUI, l)avru|>ort, and (ho Tennents were in 
the midst of their evangelist movements, when President Ed- 
wards, Bellsmy, and Hopkins were at the height of their power 
and commanding influence, need not that I should go into 
details. 

" Tt was the period of the Great Awakening, as it has been 
called, or rather I am coming to a period when there may bo 
said to have occurred a reaction and a sad decline. 

"The Groat Awakening was in 1740. 

"There wore sad divisions, oven among good men, concerning 
methods and measures. 

"It is most melancholy, the narrative of party feeling nnd 
pnrty strife, crimination and recrimination in connection with 
the extraordinary eflforts which were then put forth for the ex- 
tension of Christ's kingdom. 

"Tlio Prince of Peace could hardly have looked down upon 
all lliiiL lmnM|iirni| wilh His favor. 

" Alas ! ]low many crimes have been committed against Goil 
and man at such times of wicke<l provocation, and what fearful 
brcaolirs of the good law of Christian fellowship and brotherly 
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"The oommotloD wm felt hero. 

"All these yean of whioh I hare been ipeaking, fh>iii 1743, 
when the preoinot was set off, to 1747, no eharch organisation 
bad sprung up, for the reason, probably, that the ohurohos in 
the vioinity, and thoeo of this prooinot who would lio lilcoly to 
constitute the ohuroh, wore not quite certain whether it would 
be an Old Light or a New Light Church." 

Here was one of the numerous illustratious of the 
truth of the declaration, " The children of this world 
are wiser in their generation than the children of 
light/' for while the latter were unable practically to 
learn the great lesson, 

** For uiodos of faith lot gracoloss soalots flglit, 
11 is can't be wrong whose life is in tho right," 

the former had been collecting tho materials of which 
to build a meeting-house, and as early as Jan. 25, 
1744, voted to raise fifteen pounds, old tenor, by way 
of tax for the support of a minister. 

Again the outride wicked worldlings, upon the 4th 
of February, 1745, showed a still greater anxiety to 
promote the cause (it was so common for professed 
Christians to say these " had no part op lot in") " by 
voting thirty pounds, old tenor, for preaching, and, 
March Slst, to have preaching, and to have Mr. 
Tucker to preach, if he may be obtained, and that 
Abiczer Kdson shall board him ;" which last clause is 
of ittfclf enough to show that tho persons voting wore 
practically- instead of spiritually-minded, for they had 
the worldliness to provide for Mr. Tucker in what he 
should eat and drink and wherewithal be clothed, 
thus so conclusively showing theirs was not faith 
but works, ** for afYer all these things do the Gentiles 
seek," that for this or some other cause Mr. Tucker 
refused to be employed by them at all, and so was 
tediously prolonged the time that in Titicut Precinct 
or Parish the saints would not, and the sinners could 
not, establish a regular ministry and preaching of the 
gospel among them. 

But before we further go in stating what was at- 
tempted, and, from one cause or another, failed to be 
accomplished, lot us adopt and proceed to be governed 
by a chronological system, mentioning occurrences and 
facts in the order that these severally and successively 
transpired, thus showing more regard for the what and 
the when than to who were tho actors in tho relative 
order of our successive notices, and to do which will 
commence with the petition of the people of this lo. 
cality, asking to be set off, and by law established, as 
a precinct or parish. Here is a copy of that petition : 

" Pkovincb or tiik Massaciiusictts Bay. 
" To Hi$ Excelleiicif the Oovernour, the Jlonourabte Couucitf and 

Notice of RepretentatioeMf in General Court aeeembledf May 

2blh, 1743. 

** The Memorial of us, the subscribers, inhabitants part of 
Bridgewatarandpartof Middleborongh, humbly sheweth. That 



we being roted off from said towns, in order for a distinot Town- 
ship, did, at your session in May last past, petition for the es- 
tablishment thereoff, our petition being lodged In Council as we 
arc informetl. And not acted upon, Wo do therefore pray that 
our said putition may l>o rovivoil, and that if your Kxoullenoy 
and Honours do not see meet ti> set us oflf a Township, tliat you 
would establish us a distinct Precinct, according to the bounds 
of the votes of the towns herewith oxhibitod, that being our 
present request unto you. That so we may enjoy the (Gospel 
privileges among ourselves. That so we may worship God, so 
as to bring a Blessing on ourselves and children. And that 
your Rxoollonoy and honours would romombor and act for us, 
wo, your humble petitioners, as in duty iMiund, shall ovor pray." 

The names of tho petitioners were as follows : Ueii- 
jamin Shaw, Joseph Leach, Henry Richmond, Fran- 
cis Eaton, William Hooper, Nathaniel Hooper, Amos 
Keith, Joseph Grossman, David Shaw, Ezra Wash- 
burn, Daniel Casewall, Nehemiah Washburn, Joshua 
Fobes, Benjamin Washburn, William Bryant, Ben- 
jamin Leach, Jr., Ebenesser Shaw, Joseph Harvey, 
Samuel Keith, Jr., Jabez Cowins, William Aldrich, 
Israel Washburn, Timothy Leach, David Casewall, 
Abiezer Edson, Joshua Fobes, Jr., Solomon Perkins, 
Henry Washburn, John Keith, Jr., Simeon Leonard, 
Timothy Bryant, Nohoiniah liryant, flaint!H Keith, 
Samuel Thurston, IjouiuuI Itryaiit. 

This petit itm received u fuvorablo notice from the 
Genei*ul Court that by an act passed Feb. 25, 1744, 
set off the territory desired, and by law constituting 
it a new, distinct, and separate precinct, thenceforth 
known as the Titicut Parish. This dat« of incorpo- 
ration is that given by Rev. S. Hopkins Emery, in 
his history of the church of North Middleboro*, but 
Hon. Nahum Mitchell, in his history of Bridgewater, 
fixes that date upon the 4th of February, instead of 
the 25th of that month. The first parish meeting 
was warned to be held at the dwelling-house of Ne- 
hemiah Washburn, in Bridgewater, at ten o'clock on 
the morning of Wednesday, March 21, 1744. 

Of that meeting Nehemiah Washburn was chosen 
moderator, and Amos Keith clerk, and Mr. Wash- 
burn was subsequently made the precinct or parish 
treasurer. From the date at whioh the Titicut Parish 
was incorporated three years was suffered to pass be- 
fore a parish vote could be obtained to build a church 
edifice. Doubtless some portions of the timber for 
such a structure had been procured, and possibly fitted 
into a proper frame that may have been raised, us at 
the parish meeting hold March 29, 1747, at the house 
of James Keith, it was voted ** to provide materials 
to enclose and cover the meeting-house ;" also " to see 
if an answer has been made to a Petition presented 
to the General Court for the confirmation of a grant 
of land given to the precinct by the Indians." Con- 
cerning the frame for a meeting-house, it appears that 
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certain pcrson.s lind obtained such, and that it wan 
lying or Ht4inding near the honm of Mr. Abruliam 
Bardcn, which frame the proprietors thereof, for a 
oamed consideration, quit-claimed to Benjamin White, 
of Middleboro*, and Benjamin Washburn, of Bridge- 
water, a committee chosen to act in behalf of the 
precinct, and this, said Rev. Mr. Emery, probably was 
the frame removed to about the present site of the 
church e<lifico in 1747 it woh voted to inclose and 
cover. 

Of the first or earliest meeting-house in Titicut 
Parish the description given by Rev. Mr. Emery was 
as follows : 

" When cncloRcd and covered, it still remained nnpainted. 

" U had no 8|»iro, no Towor, no lioll, no plnco for a bell. 

" It wan nimpljr a barn-like building, a mere frame, covered 
and enclosed. 

" It had three doors of entrance, on three sides, called the 
east, west, and south doors. 

'* Its windows were small, with diamond shaped glass. 

"It had no means of wsrming in the coldest winter's daj. 

"An occasional foot-stove gave out the smell and warmth of 
fire. 

'* Ihit thin waji a luxury all were not nupfiosed to l>e able to 
possciw. 

" This spot in that earlj, ancient time was more beautiful 
and attractive than now. * 

" I describe it as some of the older people remember it. 

" It was a pinc-foroft. Beautifully shndod in the heat of 
summer was the house of Go<l. 

"The whis|>eringK of the pinos mingled with the prainos of 
(IfNrs people an tliry mot hnro fn»ni week to wook to wortthip 
(lod. Verily, the trooH of the field did clap llioir hnnds. The 
little hills rojoiced on every side. How still and quiet wore 
those sweet days of sacred rest ! How strong was the attraction 
of the simple, unpretending plain place of worship which stood 
here to the few families on either side of the river which were 
wont together within its consecrated walls to meet God, and 
here Him speak to them through His written Word or the mouth 
of His ministering servants !' 



i»» 



But how came those early European settlers to be 
thus fortunately provided with a place so attractive 
and beautiful in which to locate their unpretending 
little house of public worship 7 Was it purchased at a 
high price, or was it a gift from the most pious among 
their nunibor? No, neither, but as when the Apostle 
Paul was shipwrecked, his experiences at the hands 
of the heathen among whom ho fell were now re- 
peated ; for as then, even now (he barbarous people 
shotoed no little kinilnesx, and immediately following 
the vote passed to build this church cdiBcc was another 
to see if an answer has been made to a petition pre- 
sented to the great and General Court for the confirm- 
ation of a grant of lands ijivni to the precinct hi/ the 
Indians. 

Tlies4! Indians wore Job Ahanton, Stephen David, 
and James Thomas. 



The Indian Job Ahanton donated fifteen acres of 
land, declaring it to be " for the use of such a gospel 
ministry as is established by the laws of this province, 
minding to encourage the settlement of a gospel min- 
istry." 

Stephen David donated eighteen acres and three- 
quarters, that he expressly declared to be ** for the 
encouragement of settling and maintaining the gospel 
ministry in said precinct agreeable to the good laws 
of this province ;" and thus nearly thirty-four acres of 
these two Indian men's land were given towards the 
support of a preached gospel. 

But of the meeting-house lot, that spot of scarcely 
equal beauty and loveliness in the whole town, this 
was the free and generous gift of that other Indian, 
James Thomas, the deed conveying which we at the 
risk of wearying our readers here present entire, ver- 
batim et literaiim : 

" Know all men by these Presents, that I, James Thomas of 
Titicut in the Township of Middleborough in the County of 
Plymouth in the ^rovinoe of Massachusetts Bay in New Bng- 
land, Indian man yeoman, minding to onofMirage the interest 
and prosperity of Titicut Precinct, (so called), which consists 
partly of said Middleborough and partly of Dridgewater in said 
County, by giving a certain piece of land to said Precinct for a 
Meeting House to stand on, for a Burying Plaee and for a Train- 
ing Field, and having obtained liberty and power of the great 
and (lonnral Court of said I'rovince therefor, have therefore, by 
virtue of said power and by the eonscnt and advice of my 
(luardians hereto trstifiod, given and grantoil, and by those 
prrnenls do fully freely clearly and abfoliitely give and grant 
unto the inhabitants of Kaid Pret^nct, forever. Five aoros of land 
in said Titicut whereon the Meeting House now stands bounded 
as followeth : ' Beginning at a stake and stones, about eight or 
nine rods from the northwest corner of said meeting house, 
from thence running south seventeen degrees east forty five rods 
to a stake and stones near a white oak tree, marked ; from 
thence east seventeen degrees north eighteen rods to a stake 
and stones, and from thence north seventeen degrees west forty- 
five rods to a stake and stones; from thence west seventeen de- 
grees south to the bounds first mentioned together with all the 
privileges and appurtenances thereof. To have and to hold nnto 
the said inhabitants in fee simple for the uses aforesaid forever 
free and clear from mo uiy heirs executors and administrators. 

** In witness whereof, I, the said .James Thomas have here- 
unto set my hand and seal, this fifteenth day of August Anno 
Domini one thousand seven hundretl aud fifty, and in the twenty- 
fourth year of His Majesty's Ileign. 

" JaMRS T1IOMA8 [8RAL.] 

"Signed scaled aud delivered in the presence of 

"Edward Richmond. 
" Jamks Kbith. 

"The Guardians aforesaid, in testimony of their advice and 
consent to the above granted premises by the snid James 
Thomafl to said Precinct, have hereunto subscribed tlieir names. 

"John Cushinq 
"Johiah Bdson Ju 

" Pf.vMoiiTH, M. — .Inno 27th, 176^. 

"The above named James Thomas persouolly appeared and 
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loknowledgod tho foregoing instrument to be his act and 
deed. 

''Doforonio, JutiAii Biison Jr 

** Ju9t, Paeit, 

"lieocivod Miiy I7th, 1757 and reeordod 

"per JouN Cotton 

Begi»ter," 



« 



This record may be found ib the office of the 
registry of deeds at Plymonth, book No. 44, pages 
98 and 99. 

And thus is shown the truth of the statement of 
Ilcv. S. Hopkins Emery, that tho Indians at and near 
Titicut " were not indiAerent to the interests of the 
whites, and bore no mean part in the early history of 
this church and parisli ;*' but how were these kind 
sentiments and friendly acts met, reciprocated, and 
returned to tho 8ava<i;o barbarian by his civilized 
Christian neighbor ? Let the Uuv. Mr. Emery, who 
has critically examined into that matter, answer. 
Hear him : ** I am sorry to be obliged to record it 
concerning these early settlers that th%y had a distinct 
pew, one side out of the way, high up over the stairs, 
for the colored people, both Indian and negro.*' And 
we will here add, if heaven is up above, as wo havo 
been so often told that it is, then wore those Indians 
nearer heaven than the whites in more respects than 
one, for their conduct was as much more commend- 
able than that of the white people, as much higher 
toned as was their location in church more elevated. 
With what superlative contempt must those colored 
people have listened to hypocritical pratings from tlie 
pulpit upon the text, " Ood hath made of one blood 
all tho nations of the earth !*' and how must they 
improved under that gospel teaching that forbids 
greater respect paid, or more honorable seats as- 
signed, to those arrayed in costly raiment! thus 
giving evidence of their wealth by the richness of 
their apparel. 

Four years intervened between the date at which 
the Titicut precinct or parish was incorporated and 
the formation therein of a Congregational Church, 
and during that period Rev. Joseph Snow, pastor of 
a New Light Church in Providence, R. I., and Rev. 
Isaac Backus, then a young minister from Norwich, 
Conn., visited Titicut and preached to the people 
liere. 

Both Snow and Backus were revivalists. They 
preceded and accompanied their preaching with much 
visiting and free intercourse uiuoug the people of this 
parbh, and were in turn kindly entertained. It is 
told of these two young men that they were so well 
provided with the words of their testimony that 
while on a visit to this place they preached twenty- 



four sermons.in ten days, and the Rev. Mr. Emery 
truly remarked, ** If there had been a dearth of 
preaching during the year 1747, there was not likely 
to be during 1748.*' So pleased and profited were tho 
people by the preaching of Mr. Backus as to request 
him to remain with them, and during the month of 
January, 1748, he preached thirty sermons, and the 
time appeared to have fully come for a church to be 
organized in this parish without longer waiting for 
the full consent of all the neighboring churches. 

*^ Accordingly," says the Rev. Mr. Emery, '* Arti- 
cles of Faith and Covenant wore drawn up, and on the 
16th of February, 1748, sixteen persons signed them 
solemnly, as in the presence of Ood, aflcr having 
mot together several times for prayer and declaring 
what God had done for their souls one to another.'* 

Here are the names of those persons who then 
embodied as a church : Jonathan Woods, Joseph 
Harvey, William Hoopei;, Ephraim Leach, Onesimus 
Campbell, Samuel Alden, Joseph Phinney, Israel 
Washburn, James Hooper, Joseph Harvey, Jr., 
Leah Washburn, Ruth Leach, Sarah Leach, Esther 
Fobes, Abigail Fobos, and Abigail Fobes, Jr., being 
ten men and six women. 

There were rocoived into this church in 1718, 
eighteen men and twenty-six women ; in 1749, one 
woman ; in 1750, two women ; in 1752, one woman ; 
but some of these soon after seem to have fallen away 
or withdrawn from the church, or to have been so 
exercised on the subject of baptism — its modes and 
subjects — as to have lost their evidence as God's 
children, and failed in the sympathy and communion 
of saints. Then followed councils — five in all — and 
renewals of covenant and attempts at discipline, until 
it is said that this church really died out and became 
extinct; but this the Rev. Mr. Emery denies, and 
says tho church ** was so weakened and reduced by 
the constant agitation of the question of baptism 
that many lefl and lost their interest ; but at length 
a Baptist Church of six members was formed." And 
thus it seems this church was divested of that warring 
element and its agitators, one of whom was its pastor, 
the Rev. Isaac Backus. 

Rev. Isaac Backus had been chosen pastor of this 
church March 31, 1748, at which time Jonathan 
Woods and Israel Washburn were elected deacons, 
and Mr. Backus was ordained and installed April 13, 
1748, the ordination sermon being preached by the 
Rev. Mr. Snow, of Providence. Some time in 1748 
the frame for a meeting-house was so inclosed and 
covered that it could be used for public worship. 
The Rev. Isaac Backus acted as pa.stor of this church 
until the IGth of January, 175G, when he, with 
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Tiuioihy Bryant, John Haywood, Susanna Backus, 
^fary Cnnwoll, and ]<!H(.1icr FobcR, cntorcd into cov- 
enant as a Baptist Church. 

On Thursday, Oct. 21, 1756, the precinct or 
parish and Congre^tional Church at Titicut con- 
curred in their votes to call as their pastor the Rev. 
Solomon Reed. Voted to Mr. Reed the use of the 
parish hinds and sixty pounds lawful money for his 
annual salary. Mr. Reed came, and remained as their 
|)astor from 1750 to his death. May 7, 1785, or 
about twenty-eight years. 

During the pastorate of Rev. Solomon Reed sev- 
enty-five baptisms are recorded and one hundred and 
seven marriages solemnized. Four deacons were at 
difTcntnt limes cIhnumi, vix., Mr. Fobcs, Samuel 
Keith, Zcphaniah Wills, and Dunicl IjchcIi. The 
third pastor was Rev. David Gurncy, who filled this 
position from about July, 1787, till his death, July 
30, 1815. His pulpit labors commenced here at the 
date first mentioned, but he was not ordained until 
Dec. 5, 1787. His salary was fixed at sixty pounds 
in cash or farm produce at cash price, and the in- 
tcn^Ht of what the parish lands had been sold for. 
This was ailerwards changed from '* farm produce" to 
** corn and rye at cash price." During his pastorate 
of nearly twenty-eight years seventy persons were ad- 
mitted to church membership, and he solemnized one 
hundred and thirty -two marriages. Deacons chosen : 
July :n, 171MI, Ihium; IVrkins; and April 21), 1807, 
Elijah Katon and Isaac Wilbur. Baptism adminis- 
tered to eighty-two, viz., twenty-nine adults and fifty- 
three infants. 

It was during the ministry of Rev. Mr. Ourney 
that a legacy of two ihousiind dollars was left to this 
church by Mr. Nicholas Roche, of what was then Mid- 
dleboro* (now Lakovillc), and of whom an extended 
notiee in given el.sewln»re. Rev. Philip Colby was the 
fourth pastor, lie w:us ordained and insUillcd Jan. 1, 
1817, and here remained until his death, Feb. 27, 
1851, a period of thirty-four years. During his pas- 
torate were received one hundred and seventy-eight 
persons. In 1832 voted to renovate, repair, and 
paint the old meeting-house, and put in an additional 
number of stoves and build horse-sheds. The first 
stove used in that niecting-housc was a gift from 
Gen. Shepherd Leach, of Euston ; and at a parish 
meeting held March 10, 1828, it was *^ voted to ac- 
cept the stove." 

Concerning the ordination of Rev. Mr. Colby occur 
the following charges : Voted, " To allow for spirits 
for ordination S8.D0 cents ;" but this does not seem to 
have Imhmi deemed enough, as additional demands 
were made for spirits, two dollars and thirty-nine 



cents, and ** for spirits not brought into former bill, 
$2.50 cents," and just how spiritually minded they 
were upon that occasion may be inferred from the 
fact that the parish were charged thirteen dollars and 
seventy-nine cents for strong drink used. With Rev. 
Philip Colby ends the long pastorates. 

Rev. Thomas £. Bliss was pastor from June 2, 
1852, to May 15, 1855. He commenced to preach 
here in November, 1851. Sunday morning, Feb. 28, 
1852, the meeting-house was burned. A new house 
was built that began to be used in June the same 
year. Rev. Charles Packard was the next pastor. 
He was installed Oct. 17, 1855, and he remained 
until Oct. 22, 1857, or a little more than two years. 
Then came the Rev. E. G. Little, who as pastor 
labored with this people from the latter part of 1857 
to Sept. 15, 1867. 

Next came Rev. Henry L. Edwards, whose engage- 
ment commenced March 3, 1868, and continued until 
the 30th of June, 1873. Then came and filled this 
pulpit Rev. S. Hopkins Emery, to whom the writer 
of this article is so largely and deeply indebted for a 
very largo part of the information hero presented 
concerning the Titicut Congregational Church and 
Parish. 

North Rochester Parish. — The name of North 
Rochester Parish was given to parts of Middleboro*, 
Rochester, and Freetown set off, and by legislative enact- 
ment made to constitute a parish in 1793. The north 
lino of this North Rochester Parish, called as fixed upon, 
pcrambuluted and defined in 1794, was to run from 
Pocksha Pond, in Middleboro', by the north line of 
farms then owned by Nehemiah Bennet and Martin 
Keith, Es(}s., and thence due east to the line of the 
town of Carver, thus embracing within the incorporate 
limits of this North Rochester Pari.sh quite a large 
portion of the southoastcrly part of Middleboro'. For 
the use in public worship of the people of this parish 
a meeting-house was erected soon after upon a hill 
near that junction of the roads in North Rochester 
whore once was a tavern, and where now is kept a 
post-office, and this house, without a steeple or the 
adornment of paint, stood until within a few years 
since, when it was demolished to give place to a neat 
white chapel, erected upon or very near its site, and 
which chapel is still standing. To give a full and 
understanding account of religious events and observ- 
ances in that part of Middleboro', incorporated in 
1793 as a portion of the North Rochester Parish, 
rc({uirc8 that the writer shall go back to the date of 
the incorporation of another parish that covered some 
part at least of the identical territory, together with 
some other localities not embraced in the parish in- 
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oorporated id 1793, and which earlier incorporation 
was known as the Tlitrd rurtsh in llochestor and 
other towns adjacent, and incorporated in ooinpliance 
with the iullowing petition : 

'* To Hit ExeMtnry, William Shirley, Etif, Oapt. (7«n> <fr 
Oov^ in Chief in A over hie Maf* Province of the Maei^ Bay 
& to y Ilon^^ hia Majeetie'e Conneil d: Houee of Repe^'^ At 
7*Aeir Seeeione, 

** The Pel" of Sundry Inbabitanoe of ye Town of Rooboster, 
Middleborougb, Dartrooutb, A Tiverton, alias Freetown, num- 
bly Showeth : 

"That wbereas a number of ye Inhabitanee of the First Pre- 
einct in Houboster on ye 24^ day of Octo^, 1744, Obtained an 
Order of this IIou^^ Court, Impowering them to draw out of ye 
s' Precinct Treasury so much as They are assess' toward the s' 
Precinct Tax, Ac, in order to Support the Publick worship of 
Qod, who in conjunction with ye rest of us Pef* who Live in 
ye remote parts A Corners of the Several towns afores4, Except 
some few who are uneasy respecting ye Ministry where they 
belong, A as the s** parts of s** Towns arc all Joyning and con- 
sidered Together From a convenient Situation for a Parish, The 
oentre whereof being already agreed on by as, A, is six miles 
Distanoe from any other Publick worship, and the Preparation 
already made w^ the conveniency A benefit we hope to reoieve 
for Ourselves and Posterity hath mov' us in this aifair. 

'* Wherefore your Hon" Pe" Pray that we with our Families 
A Bstatos, together with those persons belonging to ye Towns 
afores', who arc willing to Joyn wiih uh within Five years, con- 
sidering ye Soil of ye vicinity is g»<Ml .i a grate Part of it is 
unsotllod, may bo I iiuorfioratod into a Parish In tirdor for a 
more Couifortable A Convenient Enjoyment of the Publlok 
worship of God, Notwithstanding some of us are not Voted off 
from ye Precinct where wo belong, and to do duty A recievo 
Priviledg in ye Premises as yr lion** in yr Qrate wisdom A 
Justice Shall see fit, and y' Honours' ¥ei'* as in Dnty bound 
Shall Ever pray.' 



ff 



The names of the petitioners were as follows : Ben- 
jamin Booth, Nathaniel Snow, Itheuia Comes, John 
Blackmail, Timothy Stevens, Noah Sprague, Joseph 
Ashley, Peter Crapo, Abraham Ashley, Jethro Ash- 
ley, John Barden, Thomas Whtridg, Isaac Stevens, 
William Read, Francis Crapo, Joshua Cowing, Job 
Randall, Benjamin Raymond, Roger Haskell, Bphraim 
Haskell, Ebenczer Haskell, Nicholas Snow, Peter 
Crapo, Jr., John Peterson, Job Randall, Jr., John 
Rouse, Joseph Sampson, Samuel Oray, Mark Haskell, 
Daniel Higbe, Thomas Ashley, Jacob Smith, William 
Hall, Experience Holmes, John Macomber, John 
Townsend, Joseph Ashley, Jr., John Bly, Nathan 
Haskius, William Ashley, Abiel Hoskins, Sumue| 
White, Joshua Easty, Stephen Andrews, Ruth 
Sprague (widow), Sarah Holmes (widow). 

After the petition had been sent Nicholas Crapo 
and Scth Crapo filed their names with the provincial 
secretary in its aid, and the following-named persons 
were added to the list of incorporators by act of the 
Qeneral Court: Caleb Blackwull, Ebenczer Lewis, 
Thomas Swift, Elisha Freeman, Benjamin Peirce, 



Ebeneser Keen, Blisha Hatch, Joseph Phinney, Na- 
thaniel Morton, John Bonnet, Stephen Wont, Wil- 
liam West, Daniel Qriflfeth, John Ashley, Thotnus 
West, Jr., John West, Joseph Itichniond, Elijah 
Briggs, Joshua Crapoo. 

The petition being presented, action was taken upon 
the same as follows : 

« In y* House of Rep^, August 24th, IT'lT, Road A Ordered 
that the Pet** Serve the Parishes in Roohoster, Middleborough, 
A Dartmouth, to which they rospeotively boloni;, with Copys 
of this PelB, that they shew eause, if any they have, on the 
First Friday of the next Siting of this Court why Tho Prayers 
thereof should not be granted. 

" Sent up for Goneurrenoe, 

"T. HuTOHiNSOic, ^i;. 
" In Gouneil, August 25th, 1747, Read A Conour'd, 

"J. VflLLkUJi, Secretary," 

" At a Great A General Court or Assembly for their Majesty's 
Provinoo of tho Massauhusctts Ray, in New Ruf^land, bc^cun A 
held at Boston upon Wetlnoeday, the 27lh day of May, 1748, A 
continued by Adjournment A Prorogation to Wetlnesday, the 
14th of OcU/ Following, then met. 

" Friday, Octo' 28«, 1747. 

"John Quinoy, from the Committee on Petition of Divers 
Inhabitants of Roohester, Middleborongh, Dartmouth, A Free- 
town, giive in thoir Report, vis. : 

" In Couneil road A onlorod that this report bo aooeplo<1, and 
that all tho Petitioners oxoopt W"* Ashloy, Stoplion Andnis, 
and .lohn Rardon, boUuiKiiii; to yo Town of Kr«*otowii, with 
thoir Fauiilios «i Kstittos, together with suoli otiioni of tliu Kin>t 
Parish in Rochester A ye Town of Dartmouth as shall in ye 
s|iaoe of Twelve Months from this time join with thum and re- 
turn a List of their names unto the Secretary's office within 
that Term, be and hereby are made a Distinct and Separate 
Precinct or Parish accordingly, and vested with such Powers 
and Privilodges osothor Precincts or Parishes within this Pror- 
ince do or by law ought to enjoy, Provided tho whole included 
in y« s' first Parish in Rochoster do not oxoood a Fourth part 
of the ratable Estate of s^. 

*' In ye llouse of Represent^ Read A Concur'. 

" Consented to by the Governor. 

" A tme copy of Record : Attest J. WiLLAnn, 

** Secretary, 
'* Recorded for Noah Spbaquk, 

" 0/erk of ed Parieh," 

"To Kdward Winslow, ttsq., one of his Maj* Justiuos of tho 
Peace for ye County of Plym<*. We, the Subscribers, Inhabi- 
tants of tho Third Precinct or Parish in Rochester, pray that 
Pursuant to y* fjaw of this provinoo, page 142, you will Tni- 
power one of us to eall y* lirtt meeting of s' Parish, being re- 
cently set off by y* Great A General (!ourt of this Province by 
their onier of Friday, 23, OcU/, 1747, hurowilh prcsoii'. 

"NOAII HlMtAGUK, 

"Calkb Rlackwkli., 

*'Tiii« Strvens, 

"Nath* Snow, 

"Bknjb Uaymond. 
" Rochester, March 2*, 1747." » 

"Plymouth, ««. Whereas, application \i uinile to lue, the 

* That dnlo wan evidently old stylo In tho nidlo of rookoning 
time, else the petition would have by sovoral luonths uiitudaled 
the act of tho Legislature forming the Parish. 
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nnbAcriber, by Nonli Spntgiie nnd otlior Inhnbitiinln of the 
Third Proohtct or pArinli hi RfKihontor, for a Wnrmnt to cnll y^ 
fimt im*ctiii); of k'' Prociiicl. 

"Those are Thoraroro to roquiro Cnpt. Noah Spragiio, ono of 
f' Pet", to Notifj 7* Freeholders and other Inhabitants of ti^ 
Precinct or Parish Qun lifted by Law to Vote in Psrish Meet- 
ings, that they meet at some Convenient Time A. place in H^ 
Parish by irri;;hting under his hand Posted in some Publick 
plaen in s*' I'arisli Vourlcvn Days heroro y<* Day appoiiito<l for 
the Meeting, Fairly Kxpressing in 8<* Warning w^is needfull to 
be Transacted at s** Meeting Agreeable to Law. 

" Kdw* WiK8I/)W, 

** Juttice o/y* Peace, 
" March 3«, 1747." 

** Plym" iV..V. Piirsnant to a Warrant to Mo Directed from 
Kdw<> Winslow, Ksq'., ono of his Maj* Justices of y^ Peace for 
J* County of Plym«: 

" Those are Therefore to Notifye A warn the Freeholders and 

others Inhabitanoo of y« ThinI Prccinctor Parish in Rochester, 

Ac.. Qualify*' by Law to rote In Precinct meeting, to meet at y* 

New Meetinghouse in s^ Parish on Tuesday, the 22<* Day of 

March Ins*, at Nine 0' Clock forenoon, to Chuse such Parrish 

officers as y* Law Directs, and to Chuse a Com*** to Supply y* 

Pulpit. 

"Noah Spragur, pr. order. 
"March H^*, 1717." 

" At a Meeting of the New Parrish or Precinct In Uochester 
A other Towns adjacent Legally warned at y* New Meeting 
house in Rochester on Tuesday, y^ 22' Day of March, 1747, The 
s' Parrish or Precinct made Choice of Caleb RIackwell Moder- 
ator for s' Meeting. 

"And at s' Meeting made choioe of Noah 8prague Precinct 
or Parrish Clerk for y« year Rnsewing. 

"And at t^ Meeting made choice of Joseph Ashley, Nath 
Rnow, Tho" Whitrwig, Rcnj* HiMith, .lohn Polenwm, Mark Has- 
kel, A. Abial lloKkins (Joui^**" for s^ Parrish tho rnsewing yoar. 

"And at s' Meeting made choice of John Peterson, John Ma- 
oomher, A. Diiniol llighe AwoHsorH for y"* year ensowing. 

"And at s' Meeting made choice of Thomas M'hitridg and 
Jacob Smith Collectors for s' Parrish y* ensewing year. 

"And at s** Meeting made choice of Thomas Ashley Parrish 
Treasurer for y* ensewing year. 

" And at s' Meeting made choice of Mark llaskel to Supply 
y* Pulpet with a Minister. 

"And .1* s** Meeting it wns moved whether y" Parrish would 
unite in sotin^^a Day nppart for Prayers to Uod for J)iroction 
in y^ allhirs before us. 

" Pass* in ye Allirmative. 

"Recorded p' Noaii Simiaour, Parriek Clerk." 

"These are to Give Publick Notis to the Inhabitance of the 
Third Precinct in Rochester, An., that they meet together at y^ 
Now Mi'i'ling houMo in h** Piirrisli on Fryday, y* Lust J)sy of 
8rploin', liiMt., at mm ofy* cloek in y" jirior-niM)ii, to emu into 
Honio iMoHMiiro to Ircnt willi Mr. Tlioiiiiu< WchI about his sottlo- 
uicnt vrilh us iu y*' work of y*' Ministry, and to take care to 
make him Satisfaction for y*' time ho Proacltos with us. 

"Nath" Snow, 
"Tno* WiiiTniDG, 
"joskpm ashlbt, 
" Mark IIaskki., 
" a iii k.i. iioskin.m, 

" J)atcd at lloclicstor, Soptcin' 21, 1748." 

"At a Mecliiig <»f tlic Third Prcciiiol in lloolicstor, Ac, Sep- 
tember 3nth, 174S. 
6*2 



" At s' Meeting made ehoioe of Mr. Caleb Blaokwell Moder- 
ator for s' Day. 

"Ats* Meeting made choice of Mark llaskel Clerk for m^ 
Day, and at §* Meeting made choioe of Caleb Blaokwell, Noah 
Spragne, Nath" Snow, and Mark llaskel a Com*^ to Treat with 
Mr. Thomas West about his lettleing with us in y* work of the 
Ministry. 

" And voted that tho Com*«« sbal offer Mr. Tho" West two 
Hundred Pounds old Tenor with the Improvement of y* Par- 
rish Farm so called with all y* appernanoes yearly. 

" And also voted that if y* Com*** see need of ading Fifty 
pounds old Tenor more pr annum to Do it. 

" Recorded pr Mark Haskell, Cler. for §* Day." 

" These are to Notify and warn the Inhabitaneeof the Third 
Parrish in Rochester, Ac, to assemble A meet together on Fry- 
day, the 21'^ of this Inst., October, at one o'clock after noon, at 
y* Meeting house in s^ Parrish, to treat with those persons thai 
have Pnrohnsed a Farm for y* Minstree ; and to do what may 
be then Thought Proper in that respect. 

" Also to manifest their minds what they will Give Mr. 

Thomas West by way of a Settlement Time Convenant ,* also 

to do what may be then Thought Proper Respeeting y* moveing 

the Meeting House. 

"Mark Haskrl, 

"Nath" Skow, 

"Abial IIoakiiib, 

"josbph ashlbt, 

" Dated at Rochester, OotC 16, 1748." 

" At a meeting of y* Third Parrish in Roohester, Ac., on 
Fryday, y* 21*^ Day of Octo^, 1748, The Parrish made choice of 
John Peterson Moderator for i' Meeting, and at s' Meeting 
Deacon Roger llaskel, Ephraim llaskel, A Bben' llaskel made 
an offer to y* Parrish that as they are Purebacers in y* Parrish 
Farm so called, they will Each of them give to s* Parrish y* 
Income of one F.lcvonth part<»f s^ Farm as a Free will ofTering; 
Provided tho Parrish will Free them from all Taxes to the Par- 
rish so Long as they oontinuo so to do, Ac.; also that if they 
soil it, tho i*arrisli shall hnve tho IViviletlg of Purchasing it at 
y* same rate they gave for it. 

(Signed) " Roos Hascall, 

"Ephraim Haskbll, 
" Ebrnrxbr haskblu 

" And the Question was Put whether the Parrish will comply 
A accept off y* above offers; A it Pnss' in y* Affermntive. 

" And at s<* Mooting Voted to Give Mr. Thomas West Two 
Hundred l*ouiids old Tenor for a Settlement, Provided bo settles 
with us in y* work of y« Gospel Ministry, to be paid at ye End 
of Two years. 

"And at s^ Meeting John Peterson, Abial lloskins, A Daniel 
Higbe was Chosen a Com*** to treat with those persons thai 
now own y* Mooting house, to see on what Terms it might be 
luiuloa iVrrish House. 

" UccordtMl pr Noah Si'RAniiK, Pnm'iih Ctcr" 

" At a Meeting of the Coin*** at y® lloiwo of Noah Sprngue, 
October 24, 1748, appointed by y* Parrish at their Meeting of 
September .30^, 1748, to Treat with Mr. Thomas West about his 
settling with us in y* work of y* ministry, it wns Found need- 
ful to offer to 8** Mr. Thomas West the Fifty pounds old Tenor 
pr annum in addition to the two Hundred pounds before voted 
in Ingagn him inb<* work. And acordingly hereby wo do it, as 

WitiiOHS our Imiids. 

(Signo<l) "Calkb rlackwkll, 

" Noah SruAQUR, 

"Natiianikl Snow, 

"Mark Haskall." 
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" Ur. Tkvmtu Wnft Antair To Ik, TkirJ Parr!A ih ffoolu- 

" Dairlf BiluriHl In our liOrJ 1 Rmlor J«iu ChriHt. [ l.arl- 
tlj thank yuu fiir tl>o ru>]><ial yuu liaiu atioHn loo in lliu vull 
jaii liBV* (lIvoM inu tu BuLlIu iiiiiDiig yia In Llio ii»rk iif lliu 
anapal Btinlttry, A tor tha oiTen yuu lia*a niwlu me fur uiy lu- 
«onnc*n*<it, •>•., of two Hnndnid Pound) old Tanoi u a 
FrM Oirt kod uF Iba Inipratement of Ilia Purriah Fiirni [m 
«ftllMl), *nd of Two Ilundrad A PIfly Puuada ulJ Tonor pr. 

" And 1 do, upon mulura A, Prujorrull «>nil dam lion. Ij thcM 
Prosnu, iu=u«|it uf yuur rail, A, u I tkink, ur y' mH at llu.1, 
■nd of your olTera lu aforeaafd, Krsn toaeUlaaDiongyuu ui your 
Pnrtor and Twober, Praridad Ibara ahall ha in TIm tima h 
Cburoh Oilbored among you, uoording to tbo rule* of tbo tioa- 
IMl, whioh ahull Prualy A unanluioualy maka uliuiou of uie u 
Tbair Pnalor, and Ilia ParHab iball aauaur <.<lb tkoir oliaico, 
meoordln^ to y* Lawa of lliia Prorinoo. And now, lioging yoni 
Pnyan to (loJ for ino, I am your roal Friond nnd HerTsnl 
Id tba (loaiiot nf l^liriat, our Dour lta.luui.isr. 

■•Tnu- Wk«t. 

« Roabitilur, Oct' Silh, 17Ja. 

"ItsODrdcd pr. So/lii Bi'icatiim, 

" Purri.!. Chr." 

"TfaSM aro to gira Publia Notla to the luhabiUnea of Iho 
Tbird PBTriab in Kuahaatar, 4a.,— 

"That Ihoj mael logslhar al y« Now Mftoling lioufB in a* 
Purlib on y< Tonth Day of thia Inet., No>.,»t ID o'oluok In y* 
forenoon, Id hour Llia raport of Iha Coiu. that wiia to treat with 
thoia penona tbal built >' Iluuae, and tu aas IT i' lluiiio amy 
ba tlio PnrHah lloiiso, nnd if U I.H-ninuH Iba Parrlah lluiuc, la 



urinu 



I ir it 



a BoDie Heu 



n lloebaa 



do not bMuuiB tba Purrlih ilou 
aibont Uuildinga naw ouu, and i 
tbot preper at a' Hooting. 



■• Dalod nt nocbealar. Not' 1, IT48." 

"Ata Moating of tbo Tbird Parria 
Thnraday, y» 10* dajr of Nov', iUS. 

"At ^ Heating y* Pariiah made oboiea of Uuk Haakel 
HodaK for (• Day. 

" And »l a* Heeling j* fallowing Report «a> Preaan' i 

"Wa, y'Subaoriben, tieing appointed a Cam'**, Ac, lo treat 
with liioae ponona thai onn y* Meeting llouaa to i«e on what 

tarma it might bo luiulu a Parrlab lluiui, llaring that 

affair, rapoit aa followelh, via., Thai Noab Spngoe will give 
ona-quartar oT hla in a^ bouta lo i' Parrlab j y* Wlddo Uolaea 
givaa in y< aame manner ; Niobolai Snow A Nithii 8ao« give 
thair rigbl to *> Parrlab on aondilion Ibal they are at no obargo 
in removing It and aating It up aa far aa j' aame loateciata 
will adniiti Tboiniui Whitridg givea hii right tn a' IWriabj 
Mark llitakol glxia hla right, bning tliul purl IhnL wiu Kliaa 
Millor'f, lu y Purriah, provided It alauda betaroau tho oruia- 
Toad by 'Iho' Aahiay'a t Whitflold'a; Tho> Aihlay givea bit 
right on aame oondiliona ; I'elor Crupo givea aooordiogly. 

"l>AHiKI. lIllIHK, 



" At ■« Hooting Iho llueatiou waa pul, Wiictbvr Iho I'urriii 
win aooept of a* llouaa on y* ternia aa la rupurleil; it paaa' i 
j« NegeU.o. 



"On a Uotion made A leunded, y> abora Vote • 
ildorod, And votoJ to iicoopl of y* Hauling IIouh na 

that Moiidny be tliu dny tu bagiii lo tnke dimii .1 
MuolliiglluuBiu 

V> Hunting, v 



lay, Johi 
CDin»tu 
Ing llouK 

Wbltneld' 



I Haake 



nnd Jetl 



Pllob 



Tliat a ulmrcli waa souu formod is reaaoiinble lo be 
infurrei], Iron) iliti fuel thai the piiritili ruciint coiitainetl 
wliaC [lurportul lo bo ilie cupy uf a. luiiiir I'rotu Ruv. 
ThouiHs Weat to ibe Cburoli o( Cliriat in the Third 
I'uriHli ill Rochester iiccoptini; iln ciill, lo whidi, in Miiil 
(taritib ruuuril, wiui iiddeil ; 

" Atu HuelJng of y> S-i rhnroh in lUMliaator, An., on Friday, 
y< Twolnh Hay of Hay, A.l>. 1749, Tboabovoanawan K^ra rwul 
A acaapto-l I'y y* ('liurub. 



I to Notify Ilia InlinbtUoaa uftho Third I'arriab In 
I., lo luoat Tugalhar at >^ Parrlab Moating Iluuaa 
I' 2i Day uf September, IntL, al uno o'ahiuk altera 



"Paplou 



10, 1741)." 



Huw, Modi^atiir. 



" Al iL HoaUBf of the 3' ParriKli in Km1i« 
!i, l!4U, tbo I'arririi uiwU ohuiin of Nalli" » 
for (< l>ay. 

'■Wharaai, the rav. Hr. Tbomaa Wait, Paitor uf ye Tbird 
Pairlah In Roohaater, Ao., bath Inform' na uf f Parriah, that 
If wa will aMign part of a' Parriah Heating Ilouaa to the Nalgli- 
boring Indiana, in order for Ihdr atlaoding the Publiak Wor- 
ibip ou tho Sabbath, Ao., agreeable lu their proportion of Ham- 

Qoapel among y* iDdiana will puy lo a* Parriali or urdi-r what 

y* part ao itaalgnod aball be Batlmateil at. 
I " In peranaooa Whereof, at a meeting of y S-* Parriah in 
; Roabtaler, Ac, on Hunday, ye U Day of Seplember, IIJV, 
I Legally Warned, Tbe Qnaatlon waa put ivhatbet the Parriah 
I will anign iine-RigbLb part of a* Parrlab Hei^ting lluuM lur y* 
I uae uf thu iH [iidiiuia tu oltoiid tlio Piiblluk Wwabip iu, ii|bin 
I uoudltiuD tbo Uuiiiiniiit" tor prupajfutiug y* lluaiiol HWiing y 
I Indiana will pay ooe-aightli part at y' ougl uf a* Uuuao tu •'■ 

Purriah on order*, KiU mating*' Huuae when Finjabed nt Bight 
I Itnndrail ponnda old Tenor, and it paaa' in Iba affirmatiYO. 
; " ltaaunla<i pur Nuam .-^I'Uacifi^, /-orrV-l Clr.." 

To tliis record, in the sumc liand, is iiddud iintuu- 
j diatelj below, — 

" P.H.— It ia lloptfi Tho.-< Indiana will llrif .-^upi^rt y" Pub- 
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Tlio pnrisli rccDrdn fntiii wliicli were copicil the 
furcguiiig facU coticcrniug tlicTliird Parish ofiluchcs- 
tcr, and tlie adjoining towns of Middleboro*, Dart- 
mouth, and Freetown, were very intelligibly and con- 
cisely kept from March 22, 1747, to March 18, 1783, 
or about ten years prior to the date when the present 
North KochcHtcr Pariah, part of which is in Middle- 
boro', was incorporated, and those records are deemed 
to be the best and most reliable evidence now extant 
of the early religious condition of that part of Middle- 
boro' now within the North Rochester Parish, and 
this is the excuse now offered why the same have 
been so liberally copied and extensively used in connec- 
tion with the history of the North Rochester Parish. 

The Central Congregational Chnrch. — This re- 
ligious body was organised in the meeting-house of 
the First Precinct, March 25, 1847, and at its forma- 
tion consisted of thirty- three members, all of whom 
were, at their own request, dismissed from the First 
Congregational Church in Middleboro', and cordially 
recommended for the enterprise. They built an ele- 
gant place of public worship at the Four Corners 
Village in 1849, and on the IGth of August of that 
year Rev. Isaiah C. Thacher was installed pastor; 
Horatio 0. Wood, Ebcnezer Pickens, and James D. 
Wilder were chosen deacons. 

The additions to this church were: In 1847, three; 
1848, four; 1849, ten; 1850, forty five; 1851, ten; 
and in 1852, five; and the names of the original mem- 
bers, t4»gcthcr with those added from year to yiuir, were 
as follows : 

Names of the Original Members. — Cornelius 
Burgess, Mrs. Melissa Burgess, Mrs. Betsey T. Bur- 
gess, Horatio G. Wood, Mrs. Abigail W. Wood, Miss 
Kmily T. Wood, Adoniram J. Cushman, Mrs. Ann 
S. (/ushnmn, Cunsidrr llnbhinK, Mrs. Ruth IIochI, 
James i). Wilder, Mrs. Bathsheba Wilder, James 
Warren, Mrs. Margaret Warren, Nathan Perkins, Jr., 
John Perkins, Mrs. Ann S. Perkins, Ebenezer Pick- 
ens, Mrs. Mary B. Pickens, Mrs. Abigail S. Pickens, 
Miss Caroline M. Pickens, Nathan King, Mrs. KHzmI- 
beth II. Washburn, Mrs. Olivia A. Hitchcock, Mrs. 
Krcclovc P. Uounscvillc, Mi-s. Betsey Thomas, Mrs. 
Klizaboth Wood, Miss Klcanor B. Wood, Mrs. Ahuira 
(joddard. Miss Sarah Jackson, Mn*. Zilpah M. Clark, 
Miss Hope Writhington, Mrs. Mary Dunham. 

Names of persons admitted to membership since 
the organization of the church and the years in which 
admitted : 

1847.— Mrs. Lucy C. Wood, Mrs. Bllcn Wood, Mrs. Elizabeth 

Whitiiioro. 
1848. — Mrs. Lucy IJournc, Joseph Sampson, Mrs. Harriot 

Enton, Mrs. Maria L. Harlow. 



18411. — llmnch llaHow, Androw J. IMokonn, James M. rioknnf>, 
Porry A. Wilbur, llonrj D. llaraeti, Edward Hurt, Mrs. 
Klixnboth Bnrt, llenrj Arnold, Mrs. BHiab«th Arnold, 
Miss Sarah Lane. 

1850. — John MoCloud, Natbajn Dunbar, Mrs. Bets«y Dunbar, 
Miss Bvo1in« H. Wilder, Miss Uarriet Rounieville, Mrs. 
Mary C. Thacbor, Miss Lauretta W. Wing, Elijah Burgess, 
Isaac D. Bump, Mrs. Juliana Bump, Miss Eliutboth Cush- 
man, Miss Emily F. Perkins, Mrs. Elmira E. Perkins, Mrs. 
Sarah Tucker, George Back, George Washburn, George H. 
Shaw, Mrs. Ann Maria A. Shaw, Mrs. Lydia E. Shaw, 
Foster A. Harlow, Rufus K. Harlow, Mrs. Lurany Harlow, 
Miss Elisabeth S. Harlow, Miss Harriot Burgess, Noah G. 
Perkins, Mrs. Mnry A. Perkins, John Sid well, Mrs. Zilpah 
Ann Rich, Miss Elisa Ann S. Morton, Mrs. Maria A. Davis, 
Mrs. Harriot N. Deane, Francis F. Eaton, Mrs. Augusta S. 
Eaton, Mrs. Bulah Ann S. Cole, Fanny D. Lane, Mrs. 
Susnn F. Shaw, Miss Bathsheba L. Wilder, George L. Soule, 
Preston Soule, Amos Thomas, Henry Dunham, Ann Fits- 
patriok, Ebeneter T. Soule, Mrs. Clarissa R. Soule, Mrs. 
Patia S. Doane. 

1851. — Mrs. Abigail Washburn, Mrs. Sarah A. Jenney, Mrs. 
Ann M. Oilman, Mrs. Louisa J. Dunham, Mrs. Betsey 
Harlow, Joshua C. Jenney, Ralph Copeland, Mrs. Nancy 
(/. l^poland. Miss Klixabeth Bryant, Mrs. Luoy M. Pick- 
ens. 

IS52. — Mrs. A. N. Tisdalo, Mrs. Hannah Goss, Miss Mary M. 
Southworth, Abiel Wood, Mrs. Matilda Wood. 

Rev. Isaiah C. Thacher, the first pastor of this 
church, was a graduate of Union College in 1841. 
He had been settled in the gospel ministry at Matta- 
poisett before coming to Middleboro*. 

The Separatist Church. — As one of the direct 
results of the preaching of Rev. Qeorge Whitefield 
in this country came a division in the Congregational 
Church of New England, which separation or divis- 
ion has widened until it is now principally noticeable 
in the two sects termed Trinitarian and Unitarian 
Congregationalists. But all who at that time lefl the 
" Old Light" Congregationalists did not go with the 
other branch of that church, as some became Calvin- 
istic Baptists, and some stopped a step short of that, 
csiUing themselves simply ** Separatists" or ^* Come- 
outers" from the Congregationalists. 

At least one Separatist Church was formed in Mid- 
dleboro', and remained a distinct religious assembly 
until the death of its minister, when it ere long be- 
came merged in the Second Calvinistic Baptist 
Church, then in Middleboro' (now Lakcville). The 
place of public worship of that Separatist Church 
was at " Beech Woods," so called, and they appear to 
have purchased a church edifice standing in East 
Freetown, and removed it to Beech Woods, in Mid- 
dleboro*, which house of public worship finally came 
to be occupied by the Second Calvinistic Baptist 
Church of Middleboro', and was thus used as a place 
of public worship until May 19, 1798, when it was 
accidentally destroyed by fire, that at the same time 
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burned tlio parsonage-house of the Calvinistic Baptist 
Church and Society. 

That church edifice burned May 19, 1798, was built 
near the site of the former residence of the late llev. 
George Tyler, in East Freetown, and removed to 
Beech Woods, then in Middleboro' (now in Lake- 
▼ille), between the years 1746 and 1751. At a sub- 
sequent date the Calvinistic Baptists put up a meet- 
ing-house in East Freetown, nearer the line of New 
Bedford, which came to be called the '* Elder Abncr 
Lewis meeting- house,'* that was long since demol- 
ished, and this explanation is given that the reader 
may not mistake one for the other, or suppose these 
church edifices to have been identical. 

Of that Separatist Church at Beech Woods Rev. 
James Mead was ordained pastor Oct. 3, 1751, and 
he died Oct. 2, 175G. These Separatists joined with 
the people who sat under the preaching of Rev. Eben- 
ezer Hinds, and he was ordained the pastor of those 
united bodies of people Jan. 26, 1758. At a coun- 
cil held at Titiout May 27, 1752, the Separatist 
Church at Beech Woods was represented by Rev. 
James Mead and Deacon William Smith. 

The Calvinistio Baptists. — That very prolific 
writer. Rev. Cottou Mather, of Boston, is our author- 
ity for saying that many of the first or earliest Euro- 
pean settlers of Massachusetts were Baptists, and to 
this he added that ^^ they were as holy, and watchful, 
and fruitful, and heavenly a people as perhaps any in 
the world." The position occupied by Rev. Cotton 
Mather was not at all calculated to prejudice his mind 
in favor of the Calvinistic Baptists as a religious de- 
nomination, but, on the contrary, against it ; and hence 
a oompliment of this kind, coming from hb pen, may 
justly be considered as praise of the highest order. 

The oldest Baptist Church in America is that in 
Providence, R. I., formed in 1639, and the oldest in 
Massachusetts is that in Swansea, formed in 1663. 
The Second Baptist Church of Massachusetts in point 
of age is at Boston, organized in 1665. 

Calvinistic Baptist Churches were formed in differ- 
ent parts of Massachusetts before the dose of the 
seventeenth century, as follows: Tiverton, then in 
Massachusetts, but now in Rhode Island, in 1685; 
Chilmark, in 1693; and a second church at Swansea, 
in 1693. 

The earliest formation of Calvinistic Baptist 
Churches in Massachusetts in the eighteenth century 
were the following: South Brimfield, in 173(i ; Lei- 
cester, 1738 ; Second in Boston, 1743 ; Bellinghnm, 
1750 ; Rehoboth, 1753 ; First in Middleboro*, in 1 75t; ; 
Second in Middleboro' (now Lakeville), in 1757 ; and 
the third in Middleboro', 1761. 



First Baptist Church in Middleboro'. — Concern- 
ing the gathering and original formation of this church, 
we learn from the writings of Rev. Isaac Backus, the 
distinguished historian of the denomination, that '* a 
number of brethren being convinced that though 
freedom towards all men ought to be shown as far as 
it can be in truth, yet truth limits church communion 
to believers baptized upon a profession of their own 
faith; constituted a church at Middleboro' in this way 
Jan. 16, 1756, and by assistance from Boston and 
Rehoboth the author was instidled their pastor the 
23d of July following." 

Concerning the installation. Rev. Isaac Backus, 
under date of July 23, 1756, entered in his diary: 

" I wont early to poor out inj lonl to Owl, and wm onablocl 
to rest all my affiurt with liiin, and cspooially tho work of ihii 
day, for nono of llio oldura that wuro sent I'ur wero yet euiiio, and 
I found a mcariure of willingness to loavo the oaso with the Lord 
to send whom he pleased. 

" Not long after came BIder Bound and Deacon Collins from 
the Baptist Churoh in Boston, and Elder Round and Esquire 
Bullock and Joshua Briggs, brethren from the Second Baptist 
Church in Rehoboth. 

''And llicy procooilod to road tho lotiors from ns and their 
ohurolios' answer tlioruUi, and euibodietl iiilu a council and 
chose KIdur Round Moduralor, and KIdur Hound Clerk; and 
aflor intiuiring into the priuciplus and stniiding l>utli of the 
church and myself, and of our coming together in this relation, 
thoy*declared themselves satisfied therewith. 

** Then we went out before a great congregation of people, and 
Mr. Bound preached from Dan. xii. 3. 

** Then these two elders laid on hands, and Elder Round made 
the first prayer and gave the charge, and Elder Round gave 
the Right Hand of Fellowship and made the last prayer. 

" And through the whole exercise my soul fult a great solem- 
nity. We concluded with singing the first part of tho 132d 
Psalm. 

** that that Psalm may ever be fulfilled among us !" 

A revival of religion was felt in this first Baptist 
Churoh, which began in the latter part of 1778, and 
immediately preceding which the Hev. Mr. Backus 
said that for five years " coldness and stupidity had 
greatly prevailed therein." " That revival,*' said the 
same authority, " was at its height in July, 1780." 
Mr. Backus continued : " The first person added to 
the church in this revival was on February 28, 1779," 
and ere long the number received had increased to 
eighty-five, about two- thirds of whom were residents 
of Bridgewater, and in which town a large Baptist 
meeting- house was soon after built, and the history of 
this church is, perhaps, in fact, as much, or even 
more, a part of the history of Bridgewater than of Mid- 
dleboro', although those who assembled for worship 
in that large niccting-house became a separate body 
of woi'sliipci's, and employed another minister, while 
still constituting a branch of this Uist OalviniHtic 
Baptisit Church. 
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Of this chnrch, Mr. Backus said that, at its forma- 
tion, *' it was the only Baptist Church iu an extent of 
country of above a liundred miles long, — from Bel- 
lin^ham to the end of Gape Cod, and near fifly miles 
wide between Boston and Rehoboth.*' 

Their number waH small for many years, though 
they had some reviving from time to time, until such 
a work came on in 1779 as increased their number iu 
three years from fifty-nine to one hundred and thirty- 
ei;{ht. And in forty ye:irs thoy buried thirty-four, 
dismissed sixty-one, and excluded twelve, while 
ninety-one members remained. 

" Seven members of this church,*' said Backus, 
'* have been ordained to the work of the gospel min- 
istry, namely: James Mellen, Abner Lewis, Asa 
Hunt, Elijah Codding, Job Macomber, Samuel Nel- 
son, and David Leonard, the last of whom was or- 
dained as an itinerant, December 17, 1794." Rev. 
Isaac Backus, the first pastor of this church, died at 
his post and while still engaged in the work of the 
gospel ministry, having ** never changed or wished to 
change his place." 

II is remains rest in the cemetery at North Middlc- 
boro*, and his grave is marked by a stone bearing this 
inscription : 

"Hore He doponited the remains 

of the 

Ret. Isaac Backus, A.M., 

who (ioparto<1 thin life November 20, ISOC, 

ng«Ml M2 yoiirK liiul 10 niiinthn, 

in tlie sixty-flrst year of his ministry. 

" As a Christian and MiniKtor the oliariMstnr of this ninn was 
truly conspiouuns. As pastor of a churr.h in this town, for fifty- 
eight years, he was eminently useful and beloved. Jlis domestic 
and relative duties, as a husband and parent, were discharged 
with fidelity, tenderness, and aflfection. His xoal and persever- 
ing induHry in the cause of civil and religious liberty, through a 
long laborious life, is still manifest in his writings as an Uis- 
torian of the Ilaptint denomination, and defender of the truths 
of the doctrine of Christ. Jlaving uniformly homo testimony 
in his life, coiivcnuitioii, and ministry, of his ardent love to his 
])ivinc Master and thn doctrine of the Cross, in an ndvancod 
age he wtiscnllcd from his beloved charge, and numorons Chris- 
tian friends and brethren, to sleep in Jesus, and his spirit into 
the garner of his heavenly Father, as a shook of corn fully 
ripe. 

"God wns his portion and his guide through this dark wil- 
derness. 

" And now hin llci<li is laid n.Kido, his soul has endless rest." 

Coiiccniiiig this First Baptist Church in Middle- 
boro' the llcv. S. Hopkins Kmory, while pastor of 
the Congregational Church at Titicut, North Middle- 
buro*, remarked, — 

" A liir^o ninnhor (»r ininiHiors have gone forlli from this, tlio 
Firnt llaptist ('Inirrli of Middloborougli, which has well earned 
the title not only o( mother of churches but of mother of niin- 
ii(tors; the list being as follows : .Itiiiies Mellon, Abner liowis, 
Asa Hunt, Klijali Codding, .Job Macomber, Samuel Nelson, 



David Leonard, Zenas Loekwood Leonard, Stephen Smith Nel- 
son, Tjewis Leonard, Silas Uall, Thomas Conant, Qeorge Leon- 
ard, William Harrison Alden, David Weston. 

"The last named reoently died, having filled with great 
promise of usefulness and emineneo in his profession the offiee 
of professor of Beolcsiastical History to Madison University, 
Hamilton, N. Y., deeply lamenteil by all who had watched his 
progress, and had snob high hopes oonoerning his future.' 



ff 



An ancient queen when inquired of concerning her 
jewels is said to have pointed proudly to her children 
and said, ^^TIickc are my jewels;'' and in this attempt 
to write the history of this mother of Galvinistic 
Baptist Churches, and as Rev. Mr. Emory truthfully 
adds, the mother also of Calvinistic Baptist ministers, 
may we not be excused for occupying some space in 
this publication in giving brief notices of several of 
these, her children, bright jewels in the crown of her 
everlasting rejoicing. 

James Mellen was for a time a resident in and per- 
haps a native of Framingham, Mass., and joined the 
First Baptist Church in Middleboro'. 

lie was the second pastor of the Baptist Church 
at Brimfield, which Rev. Isaac Backus informs us 
was the first or earliest church of this denomination 
gathered within the limits of Hampshire County, it 
having been formed Nov. 4, 1736, Rev. Ebeneser 
Moulton being the same day ordained as its pastor. 

James Mellen was the immediate successor of Mr. 
Moulton in the ministry at Brimfield. Mr. Mellen 
was ordained pastor of the Brimfield Baptist Church 
Sept. 11, 17G5. 

Mr. Ihickus fnrthcr wrote ooncKirning Mr. Mellen, 
** He was a faithful and successful pastor until he 
finished his course in a joyful manner Aug. 5, 1769.*' 

Abner Lewis was born in Middleboro*, March 16, 
1745, and joined the First Baptist Church of this 
town in 1765, or when he was about twenty years of 
age, and began to preach in 1770, improving his gifts 
at East Freetown as early as 1773, his labors there 
being blesKcd. 

A Calvinistic Baptist Church was formed in East 
Freetown Sept. 13, 1775, of which Abner Lewis was 
ordained pastor June 26, 1776. Here his ministerial 
labors were so successful that four years later this 
church had increased to one hundred and twenty-eight 
members, and had erected a church edifice near what 
is now known as the ** county road," and not far from 
the line that divides Freetown from New Bedford. 

But the Rev. Isaac Backus, in his excellent 
history, says, — 

*"The public difliciiltios in the country, with the unhappy 
temper of some of the members of the church, caused Mr. 
liowis to ask a dismission from them, which he obtained in 
August, 1784. 
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" ' The behavior of tome in this church has caaced a Dumber 
to ask and receive dismUsions from it to other ohurohos, while 
■ome have died and others romovud iiway, nniil thoj have be- 
oomo very small/ — and to this testimony of the truthful llaokus 
wo can now, with equal truth, add tliat this liouso, thus ' divided 
against itself,' so full that not only was ono uUme not loft upon 
another, but in the locality where it once existed and flourished 
nearly all knowledge of its history is lost in forgotfulness and 
buried In oblivion. From November, 1789, to September, 1705, 
Rev. Abner Lewis was pastor of tlte North Baptist Church in 
Attleborough. lie traveled and preached in various places, 
and for a time Olloil a pulpit in Harwich, on Capo God. 

"Asa Ilunt was born at Draintrco, Mass., in July, 1744. He 
preached for a time in Raynham, and was ordained pastor of 
the Third Calvlnistic Baptist Church in Middleborough, Oct. 
30, 1771. His ordination sermon was preached by Rev. Isaac 
Baokus, from 2 Cor. iii. chap. 6 verse, 'Who also bath made us 
able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of 
the spirit : for the letter killoth, but the spirit giveth life' The 
sermon was published under the title of ' Evangelical Ministers 
described and distinguished from Legalists.' Backus' history 
informs that the Third Baptist Church in Middleborough gave 
the Rev. Asa Hunt ' a good place for a settlement, beside the use 
of the ministerial lot.' 

" His preaching was acceptable, . . . and such a work of the 
Spirit of God began among them in March, 1780, as caused the 
addition of one hundred and thirteen members to their church 
by September, 1782, when they had one hundred and ninety- 
four in all. 

"But in time of groat changes in our country about money 
and worldly property, Mr. Hunt entangled himself so much in 
the aflairu of this life as caused much uuhappinoss, and ho in- 
sistod upon a dismission from his church, whioh they granted, 
though with reluctance, in December, 1789. 

** He had been on a journey into Virginia (where he preached 
to good purpose) the year before, and he traveled into New Jer- 
sey and Pennsylvania after his dismission, but he never removed 
his family. 

" He was called to visit his eldest son, who was sick with the 
dysentery in the college at Providence, where the father was 
seised with the same distemper and died there Sept. 20, 1701.'' 

Blijah Codding was the successor of llev. James 
Mellen as pastor of the Baptist Church in Brimfield, 
where he was ordained to the work of the gospel 
ministry Nov. 11, 1773. Backus says of Rev. Elijah 
Codding and his minbtry, *' And though it was a low 
time with them at South Brimficid for some years, 
yet such a heavenly shower was granted in 1779 as 
increased their numbers from twenty-three to two 
hundred and thirty-six in four years." 

Job Macomber was the son of a Congregational 
deacon in Middleboro\ but he became a member of 
the First Culvinistiu Baptist Church of that tovrii in 
1772, and by preaching began to promulgati! its doc- 
trines and advocate it.s fuith and practices only two 
years later, lie preached for a time at New Glouces- 
ter, in what is now the State of Maine. A Calvin- 
istic Baptist Church was formed at Bowdoinham, Mc, 
May 24, 1784, of which Mr. Macomber was ordained 
pastor Aug. 18, 1784. 

Samuel Nelson was a son of William Nelson and « 



wife, Elizabeth Rowland, and born in that part of 
Middleboro' which in 1853 was set oft' and incorpor- 
ated as a new town called Lakcvillo,^ April (>, 1748. 
Tlis brothers, William Noltfon, born July 18,1711, 
and Ebciiczcr Nelson, born Oct. 2(>, 1753, were also 
Calvinistic Baptist ministers, and his brother, Amos 
Nelson, born in 1743, was a deacon. Samuel Nelson 
was a ^i;randson of Thomas Nelson, who is sziid to 
have been the first or earliest resident of Middluborn' 
who became a Baptist, and joined the church of that 
denomination in Swansea, many years before any 
Baptist Church was gathered in Middleboro\ ITope 
Nelson, the grandmother of Samuel, was also a Bap- 
tist, and she joined the Baptist Church at Swansea, 
Aug. 5, 1723, and communed at the IiOrd*s table 
with the Second Baptist Church in Middlcboro* (now 
Lakeville) when she was more than a hundred years 
old, and at the date of her death — viz., Deo. 7, 1782 
— had attained to the remarkable age of one hundred 
and five years, six months, and twenty days, her lineal 
descendants at that time numbering about three hun- 
dred and thirty-seven persons. A most remarkable 
" Mother in Israel" was she. 

Samuel Nelson was the Huoccssor of Rev. Astt 
Hunt in the pastoral oflice to the Third Calvinistic 
liaptiHt Church in MiddlclK»ro', where Mr. Nelson 
commenced his labors some time during the month 
of May, 1793, and of the condition of that church 
spiritually, and of the community in which it was lo- 
cated morally, when those labors were commenced, 
the historian Backus bore testimony as follows: 
*^ The church was in low circnmHtanccs, and young 
people got to be so extravagant in vanity that they 
could hardly be kept civil in times of public worship. 

*^ And in the beginning of the next month such a 
divine influence was granted that old Christians be- 
came all alive in religion, and such a concern for the 
soul and eternity appeared among old and young 
through all the busiest time in the Kummcr that tlu^ 
had frequent crowded meetings in season and out of 
season without the least disturbance from vain per- 
sons, which before were so troublesome." 

Mr. Samuel Nelson was ordained pastor of the 
Third Calvinistic Baptist Church in Middlcboro' 
Jan. IG, 171)4, and within the year following about 
thirty persons were added to this church. Bcv. 
Samuel Nelson continued tu be the minister of this 
church until his death, that called him from the field 
of his faithful labors to the place of rewards, Sept. 9, 



1 The legal voters of what is now Lakeville had voted by a 
decided majority to call their town Nelson, hut this hoing dis- 
couraged by the luorobers of that family for whom the honor was 
intended, it was afterwards ohangod tu thu name it now boitrs. 
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1822. lie vena twice marriccl. Ilis first wife wns a 
Haskell, of Rochester, and second wife a Pickens, of 
Mi^'.dlcboro'. 

David Leonard. About the time of attaining to 
his majority he took the additional name of Augustus, 
and was afterwards known as David A. Leonard. He 
was a son of David JjtHHiard and wife (Mnry Hall), 
and born at Hridgewater, Mass., Sept. 15, 1771. 
David A. Leonard graduated at Brown University, 
Providence, R. I., in 1792, and was ordained to the 
work of the gospel ministry Deo. 17, 1794. The 
services of his ordination were performed at Bridge- 
water, where a sermon was preached by Rev. Thomas 
Baldwin, of Boston, which sermon was printed. The 
historian Backus says that Mr. Leonard was ordained 
as an itinerant, and so he seems to have been, as in 
1795 we find him pastor of a Baptist Church in Tis- 
bury, Dukes Co., Mass., and from July 1, 1796, to 
February, 1797, he was preaching upon the island of 
Nantucket. That he was a very zealous Christian, 
and most thorough Ba])tist, may be inferred from the 
fact that a seemingly wrlUauthenticat4:d tradition 
asserts that U|K)n his conversion ho was so anxious, 
yea, impatient, to submit to the ordinance of baptism 
by immersion that, although it was mid- winter and 
the streams of New England all frozen, this was to 
his mind no reasonable excuse or proper hinderance 
that he should be baptized, and a hole was therefore 
cut ill (ho ice for and devoted to that ]>urpose. 

Rev. David A. Jjeonard for a time 8up]>licd the 
pulpit of the (jold Street Baptist Church, in the city of 
New York, and also preached to a Calvin istio Baptist 
Church then existing in and near Assonet village, in 
Freetown, Mass. His latter years were principally 
devoted to literary pursuits, and among the produc- 
tions of his mind and pen that were printed and pub- 
lished we find was n piece of poetry concerning the 
little village of Siasconsctt ; a sermon delivered at 
Holmes' Harbor, Martha's Vineyard, on the death of 
Mr. John Holmes, Nov. 1, 1795; an oration at 
Nantucket at a celebration of a festival of St. John, 
by the Union Jjodge, in 1796 ; funeral sermon in Gold 
Street Church, New York City, Feb. 16, 1800; an 
oraticMi on the doalh of Gen. George Washington, de- 
livered in the First Baptist meeting-house in New 
York, Feb. 22, 1800; oration at Raynham, Mass., 
July 5, 1802; oration at Dighton, Mass., July 4, 
1803 ; and an oration on the acquisition of Louisiana, 
delivered at Raynham, May 11, 1804. 

Ill February, 1797, Rev. David A. Leonard wns 
united in marriage with Mary, a daughter of Capt. 
Job Peiree, of Middloboro* (that part now Lakeville), 
and in June, 1805, Mr. Letmard removed with his 



family to and located in Bristol, 11. I., where in Jan- 
uary, 1806, he received the appointment of post- 
ma^iiter, in which position he continued until July, 
1817. 

While residing in Bristol, Mr. Leonard was secre- 
tary of the Bristol Insurance Company, editor and 
proj)ri(!tor of the Jhnslol Rrjmhlicaii^ a newspaper 
warmly and actively devoted tD the party and admin- 
istration of Thomas Jefferson, who part of that time 
was President of these United States. 

Added to the labors incident to all these positions, 
Mr. Leonard found time or at any rate took the time 
— perhaps from the hours in which he should have 
had rest — to prepare for publication a translation 
that he made of the New Testament, which last- 
named labor was all lost, together with about six thou- 
sand dollars' worth of his property, from the very 
disastrous cfTects of the equinoctial storm. Sept 23, 
1815, and till now familiarly referred to as the '* great 
September gale." 

To relieve himself from the losses thus occasioned, 
Mr. liconard resolved to remove to what was then 
considered the far West, but now the State of In- 
diana. He accordingly started with his family and 
such household goods as could be conveyed with the 
small conveniences then afforded for transportation, 
and was proceeding upon the Ohio River, when in 
the month of December, 1818, his health had become 
so poor that he was forced to land and take up his 
abode in what was then a little village, called Laeonia, 
situated about one mile and a half from the Ohio 
River, in Boone township, Harrison Co., Ind., where 
on the 22d of July, 1819, he died. 

It was his intention to have settled in Yincennes, on 
the Wabash River, then the most important town in 
Iiidiniia, but his death frustrated that design, and his 
widow, with her children, went to Kentucky, where 
one of the daughters became the wife of Hon. David 
Merriwether, who subsequently became Governor of 
New Mexico. Another daughter married Hon. Wil- 
liam P. Thomasson, a member from Kentucky of the 
Twenty-eighth and Twenty-ninth Congresses of the 

nation. 

A third daughter became the wife of Dr. Charles 
Hay, and as such she also became the mother of Col. 
John M. Hay, the poet and journalist, who graduated 
at Brown University, at Providence, R. L, in 1858, 
and was assistant secretary to President Lincoln in 
1861 ; aid to Gon. Hunter; secretary of legation at 
Paris from 1865 to 1867; rharge-d'afTaires at Vi- 
enna from 1867 to 1868; secretary of legation at 
Madrid from 1860 to 1870; author of" Pike County 
Ballads" and " Castilian Days." 
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The daughter who married Oovemor Merriwether 
became the mother of William Merriwether, United 
States marshal for the district of Kentucky. 

The daughter who married Hon. William P. 
Thomasson was the mother of Charles L. Thomasson, 
who commanded a Union regiment called the ** Louis- 
ville Legion/* at the head of which he gave his life a 
sacriGce in the Union cause at the battle of Chicka- 
mauga. 

Zonas Lockwood Leonard was a descendant, in the 
fifth generation, of Solomon Leonard, who emigrated 
from Holland about 1630, and is believed to have 
been a member of John Robinson's congregation at 
Leyden. He first settled in Duxbury, and afterwards 
became an original proprietor and one of the first 
settlers of Bridgewater. 

Zenas Lockwood Leonard was the second of thir- 
teen children, being a brother of Rev. David A. 
Leonard, whose biography has just been given, and 
was born at Bridgewater, Mass., Jan. 16, 1773. 

His early years were passed on his father's farm, 
where he acquired habits of industry and knowledge 
of agriculture that ho turned to good account in after 
life. 

In March, 1790, when ho was about seventeen 
years of age, his mind first became deeply impressed 
with eternal realities, and about the middle of June 
following he obtained evidence, as he believed, of a 
renovated heart. 

For a short time he was somewhat perplexed and 
agitated on the subject of baptism, but finally became 
satisfied that immersion is the scriptural mode of ad- 
ministering that ordinance, and ho was accordingly 
baptized in that on the 1st of July following, and 
immediately after connected himself with the First 
Baptist Church in Middleboro', then under the pas- 
toral care of the Rev. Isaac Backus, of which his 
excellent mother had beeh a member for several years. 

Shortly after this he commenced a course of study 
preparatory to entering college. He was assisted 
partly by his elder brother, David A. Leonard, then 
a member of Brown University, and partly by the 
Rev. Dr. Fobes, a professor in the same university, 
but having his residence and pastoral charge in the 
adjoining town of Raynham, and during part of the 
time ho studied without an instructor and in connec- 
tion with his labors upon the farm. 

In May, 1702, he was admitted to the sophomore 
class of Brown University, and during his whole col- 
lege course was distinguished for diligence in study, 
exemplary deportment, and earnest piety. He grad- 
uated with honor in September, 1704. 

On leaving college he commenced a course of theo- 



logical study under the direction of the Rev. William 
Williams, of Wrentham, Mass., but at the urgent re- 
quest of his friends he began almost immediately to 
])reach, being regularly HeenKcd ac4u>rding to the order 
of his denomination by the church in Bridgewater. 

He spent the next winter in Sandwich and some of 
the adjoining places, and early in the spring was per- 
mitted to take part in a powerful revival of religion in 
Provincctown, a place situated on the extreme north- 
western point of Cape Cod. 

Ailer this he went, by invitation, to Templeton,* 
and remained there about two months, when he dctor- 
mined to prosecute what he had previously meditated, 
— a tour through the New England States and the 
St4ite of New York. 

He accordingly set out ; but on arriving at Stur- 
bridge, Mass., at the dose of his second day's journey, 
he was led to abandon the project, and accept an in- 
vitation to preach to the Baptist Church in that town. 
On the 30th of January, 1706, lie received a unan- 
imous call from the church and society to become 
their pastor, and, having accepted it, he was ordained 
on the 15th of Scptemlmr following, tho Rev. Dr. 
Baldwin, of Boston, preaching the ordination sermon. 

With such seal and energy did Mr. Tjconard now 
apply himself to the work of the ministry that his 
health soon began to fail, and in the summer of 1 797 
he was obliged to suspend his labors for several 
months, which he spent upon the sea-shore. 

In the autumn ho was so much impi'ovcd that he 
commenced a grammar school in tho immediate vicin- 
ity of his own dwelling, which ho continued, with 
one or two exceptions, for thirt4M>n successive seasons, 
and for several years he had in his family a number 
of young men fitting for college or, more immediately, 
for some of the higher walks of active usefulness. 

In the spring of 1798 his health again became 
very feeble, and serious fears were entertained of an 
incipient disease of the lungs, which niiglit oblige him 
to desist from public speaking altogether. 

He again availed himself for a while of sea air, but 
with little or no apparent advantage. 

Afterwards he journeyed into the northern part of 
Vermont, and in the autumn made a visit to Cape 
Cod ; but his health still continued feeble. 
. About this time he resumed his early habit of reg- 
ular labor in the open air, and this was the means of 
restoring him to a comfortable state of health, which 
continued till near the close of his life. 

He was active in procuring a division of the War- 
ren Baptist Association. 

A convention of niinistorH and privnto memlKtrs of 
the church was held at Sturbridge, Nov. 3, 1801, 
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which resulted in the formation of the Sturbridge 
AKMociution. 

Their first meeting was held at Charlton, Sept. 30, 
1802, and for more than a quarter of a century he 
was one of the leading spirits of that body. 

He enlisted with great zeal for the promotion of 
several of the prominent benevolent objects of the 
day, |mrticularly the Sabbath -school, the tcniperanco 
cause, and the cause of African colonization, and was 
president of the society for Worcester County and 
vicinity, auxiliary to the Baptist Board of Missions. 

It was his oflrn-ex pressed desire that he might not 
outlive the period of his usefulness; and it was a 
mysterious dispensation of Providence that while in 
the midst of vigorous manhood he was visited with a 
malady (softening of the brain) which gradually 
brought a cloud over his intellect. 

On the 13th of October, 1832, he was, by his own 
request, dismissed from the immediate charge of the 
congregation, which he had ably and faithfully served 
during a period of thirty-six years. 

The next year the citizens of the town signified 
their continucil confidence in his fidelity and ability 
by electing him for the sixth time to represent them 
in the Council of the State. 

For some years he continued a constant attendant 
in the sanctuary, and occasionally took part in confer- 
ence and prayer- meetings. 

It had iKM'n his cuHtnni to visit annually his pious 
mother, and the frienilM and home of his youth, in 
the eastern part of the State, and generally in going 
or returning, to attend commencement at Brown Uni- 
versity. 

His last journey thither was made in 1833. In 
the autumn of 1835, accompanied by his son, he 
made a tour through a part of New Hampshire and 
V<»rninnt, which he st^eincd gnuitly to enjoy, but was 
glad to return home to rest. 

He died on the 24th of June 1841, in the sixty- 
ninth year of his age. 

The productions of his pen, that have been printed 
and publiKhod> are circular letters to the Sturbridge 
Association, for the years 1802, 1810, 1822, and 
1825, and an oration delivered on the 4tli of July, 
ISIO. 

Stephen Smith Nelson was a sob of Thomas Nel- 
son and wife (Ann Smith), and born in that part of 
Middlcboro' now Lakeville, Oct. 5, 1772. 

lie nindr a profession of religion at the age of 
fourteen yts'irs. 

When in his sixteenth year he was baptized, by the 
llev. William Nelson, and united with the First Cal- 
vinist Baptist Church of Middleboro'. 



He graduated at Brown University, at Provideooe, 
R. I., in 171)4, and was from 1819 to 1831 a member 
of the board of trustees of that institution. 

On leaving college he studied theology with the 
Rev. Dr. Stillman, pastor of the First Baptist Church 
in Boston. 

In his twenty- fourth year he was licensed to preach 
the gospel, and ader laboring two years with the 
church in Hartford, Conn., as a stated supply, he was 
ordained in 1798 as their pastor, preaching to them 
at first in '* an upper room" in the old court-house. 

The church, however, soon secured a convenient 
place of worship, which, though humble in its ap- 
pearance and rough in its furniture, was found to be 
a true Bethel, — the house of Qod and very gate of 
heaven. 

At this time Mr. Nelson was the only liberally 
educated Baptist minister in Connecticut, and there 
is no doubt that his accurate scholarship, courteous 
manners, and consistent piety served greatly to aid in 
the establishment and increase of the Baptist Church 
in Hartford. 

He was actively engaged in the remarkable re- 
vival of religion that occurred about the close of the 
last century, and which added so many converts to 
the churches of all denominations in Hartford and 
elsewhere. 

Decided in his peculiar views and usages, as a 
Baptist he was the cordial friend and brother of alt 
good men. 

On that account he was in the most friendly and 
intimate relations with Doctors Strong and Flint, at 
that time the only Congregational ministers in Hart- 
ford, and cheerfully co-operated with them in the 
cause of Christ. 

Though Mr. Nelson's pastoral charge was in Hart- 
ford, his occasional labors extended to several of the 
neighboring towns, particularly Middletown, and the 
First Baptist Church in Upper Middletown (now 
Cromwell) was established by his efforts. 

Mr. Nelson, as well as several other prominent 
Baptist clergymen of that day, was not only the firm 
friend but open advocate of civil and religious liberty 
as the inalienable birthright of the human soul ; and 
during his residence in Hartford took an active part 
in preparing and urging upon the public attention 
the " Baptist Petition," a remonstrance addressed to 
the Connecticut Legislature complaining of the civil 
disabilities which " Dissenters" from the "Standing 
Order" were coni|>ellcd to sulTcr, and urging upon 
them the great doctrine of absolute "soul liberty,'' in 
other words, the entire freedom of conscience worship 
and action in the domain of religion, which petition, 
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constantly pressed by the Baptists and other lovers of 
liberty who united with them, at last severed in Con- 
necticut the union of Church and State, by securing 
that constitution of civil government which in 1818 
gave to all equal civil and religious rights. 

At the first election of Mr. Jefferson to the Presi- 
dency of the United States, Mr. Nelson was appointed, 
with others, by the Danbury (now the Hartford) 
Baptist Af^sociation, in behalf of that body, to pre- 
pare and forward to him a congratulatory address, 
recognizing his acknowledged attachment to civil and 
religious liberty. 

In 1801, Mr. Nelson resigned his charge in Hart- 
ford, and became for a number of years principal of 
a large and flourishing academy at Mount Pleasant, 
now Sing Sing, N. Y., at the same time taking charge 
of an infant church in that village. 

Both the church and academy flourished under his 
care until the war with Great Britain came on, in 
consequence of which he removed in 1815 to Attle- 
boro', Mass., where an extensive revival took place 
under his labors, which brought into the church up- 
wards of a hundred and fifVy persons. Afler this he 
had charge for a short time successively of the 
churches in Plymouth, Mass., and CanUm, Conn. 

In 1825 ho removed to Amherst, Mass., for the 
purpose of availing himself of the facilities there 
furnished in the education of his family. 

During the first year of his residence there he took 
charge of the church in Belchertown, but, being 
unable on account of the distance to perform the 
duties to his own satisfaction, he resigned it. 

The illness of which ho died, which was erysipelas 
in the head, lasted but six days. He died at Am- 
herst, on the 8th of December, 1853, in the eighty- 
second year of his age. 

For what has been presented concerning the Rev. 
Zenas Lockwood Leonard and Rev. Stephen Smith 
Nelson we are indebted to that valuable work entitled 
*' Annals of the American Pulpit." 

George Leonard was a son of Eliakim Leonard 
and wife, Mary Williams, and born at Raynham, 
Mass., Aug. 17, 1802. In the autumn of 1819 the 
subject of this sketch commenced study with a view 
to prepare for college, pursuing the same under the 
direction of Ilev. Silas Hall. 

In the early part of the year 1820 ho made a pro- 
fession of religion, and was admitted to membership 
in the First Calvinistio Baptist Church of Middle- 
boro', and entering Brown University the same year, 
he there graduated in 1824. He was in August, 
182G, ordained pastor of the Second Baptist Church 
in Salem, continuing in that field of labor about two 



years and a half. While at Salem, Mr. Leonard filled 
the oflioe of secretary of the Salem Bible Translation 
and Foreign Mission Society. Rev. George Ijoonard 
was on the Tith of July, 1827, united in marriage 
with Abigail 0. Nelson, a daughter of Rev. Ebenezer 
Nelson. • Rev. George Leonard died in Worcester, 
Mass., Aug. 11, 1831. 

The successive pastors of the First Calvinistio 
Baptist Church in MiddlclNiro* sint^; tho decease of 
Rev. Isaac Backus have been as follows : Kzra Ken- 
dall, Samuel Abbot, Jeremiah Kelly, Asa Nilos, Silas 
Hall, James Andem, Ijorenso Tandy, Samuel Rich- 
ardson, Alexander McLean, and Joseph Hutchinson, 
the last-named of whom died deeply lamented, after a 
ministry to this people of ten years. 

The Second Baptist Church.— The records of 
this church are said to have been hkst. Tradition has 
preserved a few facts, but for its early history we are 
mainly indebted to the pen of Rev. Isaac Backus, 
who thereby informed that the rise of the Second 
Baptist Church in Middleboro* was as follows : 

Mr. Thomas Nelson, who was born in the town 
June 6, 1676, just before Philip's war broke out, re- 
moved into that part of it called Assawomsett Neck 
in 1717, about which time ho joined the First Bap- 
tist Church in Swansea, as his wife also did, Aug. 5, 
1723. In 1753 he and his sons, with a few more, 
set up a meeting at his house, and obtained Mr. 
Ebenezer Hinds to preach to them. 

'* Four miles south west ward from thence Mr. James 
Mead was ordained pastor of a Separate Church in 
1751 ; but he died in 1756, after which the boily of 
his church became Baptists, and Mr. Hinds* hearers 
joined with them and ordained him their pastor Jan. 
26, 1758. 

" Mr. Nelson died before this church was formed, 
in his eightieth year ; but his wife, Mrs. Hope Nel- 
son, lived to be a member of it and communed with 
them at tho Lord's table after she was a hundred 
}ear8 old. 

** She died Dec. 7, 1782," aged one hundred and 
five years, six months, and twenty days. 

Mr. Backus further informed that Thomas Nelson, 
who had been a member of the worshiping congre- 
gation under the ministry of llov. Thomas Palmer, 
discovered in the character and condnct of the latter 
such evils as caused him to examine the Scriptures 
concerning the principles of the Congregational de- 
nomination, and failing to find in God's written word 
what he deemed to be a proper authority for infant 
baptism, Mr. Nelson became a Baptist, and went and 
joined the First Baptist Church in Swanmni, from 
which, many years afler, he transferred his member- 
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ship to the First Baptist Cliurcli in Ilclioboth. The 
history of this Second Baptist Church of Middlcboro* 
furnishes much valuable information ; but as the 
entire territory where its members resided (or at least 
nearly all of tlicni) was more than thirty years since 
set off from Middleboro*, and became the township of 
Lakeville, it may, with a considerable claim of pro- 
priety, be shown that the history of that church 
ou|;ht to be presented in connection with what herein 
appears |>ert;iiiiin};to Jiakcvilln instead of Middlcboro*. 

The Third Baptist Church. — This church was 
formed Aug. 4, 17G1, and at first consisted of ten 
persons, six of whom had been members of the First 
Baptist Church of Middleboro', and one of the 
Second Baptist Church, and the other three had not 
probably before been members of any church. 

Mr. Ebeneser Jones preached to this religious 
body for a time, and on the 28th of October, 17G1, 
was ordained as pastor. Mr. Backus said " a revival 
of religion came on among them the next spring, 
which prevailed through the year and spread into 
many other societies ; the good fruits whereof were 
long visible. 

** Yet some evil behavior in Mr. Jones* wife, 
which drew him into a snare, caused a great division 
in the church and society in 1763, which terminated 
in his removal from them, and ho traveled and 
preached in various parts of our land until he died 
in the county of Albany, in September, 1701." 

The chief olTonso of Mrs. Jones ap|)ears to have 
been the spreading of evil re|)orts against the deacon 
of the church. These coming to light involved the 
whole church in dissension. Some have charged a 
part of the blame to other parties than Mrs. Jones 
and her husband. 

The Rev. Isaac Backus, in a letter still preserved, 
said, concerning this unhappy affair, *' Gospel rule 
was greatly disregarded on both sides ;'* and the same 
authority, writing to a son of Mr. Jones, said, '* Your 
father oflen confessed his faults. His wife also ap- 
peared to repent of her faults, and I had hope in 
her death. I preached at her funeral August 13th, 
17GG." 

The next pastor of this Third Baptist Church in 
Middlcboro' was Rev. Asa Hunt, whose biography 
has already herein been presented in connection with 
the history of the First Baptist Church in this town. 
He was born at Braintrce in July, 1744, ordained 
pastor of this church Oct. 30, 1771. A revival of 
religion connncnced here in March, 1780, that con- 
tinued until September of that year, thus causing an 
addition to the church of one hundred and thirteen 
members. Mr. Hunt's labors were also blessed in 



preaching at Marshfield, for, in a letter dated March 
5, 1781, he wrote, "At Marshfield, last week, I 
preached five sermons and baptized six persons. The 
work increases. I left a number under powerful con- 
victions. The handful of brethren are joyful and 
lively, and much encouraged. There is considerable 
opposition, but some persons of note are brought to 
favor the work." 

Eleven of the constituent members of the Marsh- 
field (yhurch went from the Third Baptist Church in 
Middlcboro*. 

The pastoral relation between Rev. Asa Hunt and 
this Third Baptist Church was terminated and dis- 
solved in December, 1789. 

Concerning the remarkable work of grace that was 
felt in Middlcboro* under the preaching of Rev. Asa 
Hunt, the report that this Third Baptbt Church 
made to the Warren Association in September, 1780, 
bears the following testimony : 

" In our letters for several years past we had to lament the 
Slid decay of roligiun among us, and the abounding of Iniquity, 
which in the last year increased to the greatest degree ever 
known in this place. 

" Men were hold in wicked ways, and all the endeavors of a 
few faithful ones among us eould not prevent it. 

"But, bleraed be God, things have taken another turn this 
year, for when sin, the great enemy of mankind, was eoming in 
like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord has lifted up a standard 
iignini<t him. 

"About the middle of March, on a Iiord's day, in the after- 
iKHMi, tlioro nppcnrod a very visible alteration in the face of the 
whole nssciiibly ; they wore all attention to the Word, and eon- 
corn was diHcovcrml In tlirir oountonancos, which inoreaswl, so 
that by the beginning of April several scores of persons appeared 
under deep concern about their souls and eternal salvation. 

** And since the work began we have reason to hope that about 
one hundred souls have been turned from darkness to light, and 
eighty-three have been baptised. 

" It is very remarkable in onr view to see so many suddenly 
turned from darkness to light, and have such a clear under- 
standing of the nature of religion, and so ready to practice what 
they know. 

** We have been remarkably free from disorders, by means of 
which those who appeared to oppose this work (who are chiefly 
of another denomination), and were wailing to see bow things 
turned out, have seen such things as have greatly stilled and 
convinced them. 

"Thus has it pleased our gracious Qod to visit a most un- 
worthy people, and after a dark night of sorrow and mourning 
to make us glad with his salvation.'' 

Under date of May 31, 1780, Rev. Mr. Hunt, in 
a letter addressed to Rev. Isaac Backus, the historian 
of the Baptists, said, — 

" God is doing wonders amongst us. We have baptized eleven, 
and there nre not far from thirty more hopefully brought into 
liberty. The work has inorniiscil from the beginning; this woek 
has brought forth more than any time before, and yesterday 
was such a time as I never saw." Ho doubtless meant to have 
said such as ho never before saw, and under the same date ho 
continued, — 
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"After the worship waa o^er at the meeting-house n body of 
the people repaired to my house, nnd we began to sing and pray. 
The dirine power was like Pentecost, and by sunset six person! 
obtained liberty, and such rejoicing of saints and cries of sin- , 
ners I never hoard." 

Under date of July 12, 1780, Rev. Mr. Hunt 
wrote, — 

" We thought about ten or twelve days ago that the work was 
abated, but since that it has revived. Numbers are newly struck 
under conviction, and seem as powerfully impressed as any we 
have seen; and some brought out, and others who have received 
comfort understandingly led into baptism, and havo cheerfully 
gone forward in that ordinance. The number is as follows, via. : 
Diiptixed on Muy 12th, five; ISth, two; Uth, one; 23d, three; 
June Nth, seventeen : 27th, six; July 6th, eleven ; 14th, nine; 
total, fifty-four. This number have been hopefully converted 
since the middle of March, except four or five. In the num- 
ber are four boys about twelve years old, throe of whom wore 
awakened on the fast day, when you (Mr. Backus) were with us. 
I suppose that the whole that have boon brought In aro just 
about seventy, in our society only." 

Oct. 14, 1780, Rev. Asa Hunt wrote,— 

" When I returned from the Association I found about half a 
doxen young converts brought out clear while I was gone. Six 
were baptixed last week, and last Lord's day another, a young 
man, who had been very careless, appeared to give as clear, con- 
vincing declaration of a work of graco in his soul as any ono 
out of ninety which we luivo hoard among us since tho work 
began. 

** When I think of these things, together with the favor of 
God to my own soul, I sometimes conclude myself the happiest 
man in the world. for humility and gratitude! I have 
preached three sermons lately at Rochester, and our gracious 
Lord was with me. Some were pricked in the heart. I believe 
the Lord has begun there. The work goes on gloriously at the 
Vineyard." 

Rev. Samuel Nelson was tlie third who filled the 
place of pastor in the Third Calvinistic Baptist Church 
of Middlehoro'. For his biography and an account 
of his labors here, together with the very satisfactory 
results, see sketch in the history of the First Baptist 
Church in this town. 

The pastors of this Third Baptbt Church since the 
days of Rev. Samuel Nelson havo been Isaac Kim- 
ball, William Hubbard, E. C. Messinger, I. W. Horton, 
Philemon R. Russell, Isaac J. Burgess, Mr. Sweet, 
and William Weeks, the last-named of whom con- 
cluded his engagement with this people a short time 
since, and the pulpit at this time is not regularly sup- 
plied. This church and society have a neat and com- 
modious chapel, that was erected but a few years since 
upon the Muuio lot wliore Htood that church edifice, 
without a steeple, where the Rev. Samuel Nelson and 
several of his successors in the ministry preached. 
There may have been and probably were several short 
pastorates of persons whose names aro not given in 
the foregoing list of pastors of this Third Calvinistic 
Baptist Church, whose stay was so brief as hardly 



to deserve mentioning. Most of those named filled 
the pulpit each for several years. 

The Fourth Calyinistio Baptist ChurolL--Thi8 
appears to have been an offshoot from the Second 
Baptist Church, and for a time was designated and 
known as United Brethren. It came, however, to be 
regarded, as in fact it really was, (he Fourth Calvin- 
istic Baptist Church in Middleboro'. 

Their place of public worship was in that part of 
the town set off in 1853 and incorporated as a new 
and distinct town, and called liakeville. The churcli 
was formed Aug. 19, 1800. Their meeting-liousc 
was erected in or about 1796, and was a very fine 
building for its time. A branch of this church ap- 
pears to have existed in Raynham. As the church 
edifice was located in what is now Lakeville, and 
many, and indeed tho most, of tho members resided 
there, its more minuto and particular history has 
been made to constitute a part of the ecclesiastical 
history of Lakeville, and this is assigned as the rea- 
son why this church in its history is disposed of so 
briefly here. Those readers desiring to see a more 
prolonged and much fuller account aro respectfully 
referred to the liistory of Lakeville. 

The Central Baptist Church. — This church was 

organized Aug. 13, 1828, and at first con»i»t4;d of 
the following-named members: Levi Peirce, Elisha 
Tucker, Molly Leonard, Prudence Holmes, Anna 
Hinds, Sally Peirce, Sally B. Tucker, Thankful Mil- 
ler, Patience Bardcn, Priscilla Tinkham, Rev. Nich- 
olas Mcdbury, Jacob Williams, Qeorge C. Leonard, 
Eunice Eaton, and Hannah Jackson (2d). Levi 
Peirce and Jacob Williams were chosen deacons. 
Rev. Nicholas Mcdbury, of Seaconk, was settled as 
pastor, at a salary of four hundred and seventy-five 
dollars per year. 

In 1829 tho following-named persons were added 
to this church : Elisa Eaton, Susan Lazell, Susan G. 
Wilde, William Jenney, Nelson Lincoln, lioremsu 
Howard, Virtue Southworth, Elisa W. Crowell, Abi- 
gail Record, Eliza A. Drake, Lucy Lazell, Priscilla 

A. Tinkham, Hannah Jackson (1st), Deborah Shaw, 
Susan Thomas, Hope Thomas, Lucilla Peirce, Joseph 
Maconibcr, John N. Peirce, Rev. Zabdicl Bradford, 
George Shaw (2d), Mary Bradford, Adnah Williams, 
Charlotte Peirce, Lydia Shaw, Mary Mcdbury, Bcna- 
juli Peirce, J iison Wilbur, Jane Wilbur, Klizabctli T. 
Leonard, Hannah D. Crosman, Isaac Stevens, Eunice 

B. Stevens, Granville T. Sproat, Abner Waterman, 
Mary Atwood, Zephaniah Barton, Leonard Tobey, 
and Samuel Cole. 

In 1830 were added Lois Williams, Lydia Brigdon, 
and Isaiah Thomas, Jr. 
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Added in 1831, Shadrach S. Bradford, James 
Jackson, (]loorj;« Vnuj^lin, Tyler WillianiR, Julia 
llorton, Mary Fisli, Orlando J. ThornpRon, Nathan 
Eaton, Abby Shaw, Henry Shaw, Freeman Shaw, 
Abigail Shaw, Hannah Caswell, Nary Lyman, John 
W. King, Nary Fuller, Zachariah Pond, James 
Murdock, Priscilla Morse, Hannah Yaughan, Lucy 
Farwell, Thomas Wilder (2d), Charles Pratt, Fidelia 
Ijeighton, Lois Leonard, Boadicea Peirce, Joseph 
Wrightington, Jr., Lucy Wright ington. Prudence 
Thomas, Louisa Thomas, Abiah Morse, Marietta 
Diggals, Ebenexer Bent, Levi Wood, Jr., Lydia 
Leonard, Rebecca Eaton, Patience Bennett, Luther 
Bent, Sarah W. Yaughan, Levi E. Lincoln, Mrs. 
(/alviu Hnidlonl, Betsoy Thomas, Thomas FIhIi, Kd- 
mund F. Pope, Lovice Andrews, Susan Gammons, 
Louisa Gammons, Hannah Fittz, Hannah Rider, 
Henry Peirce, Ancel Wood, Jr., Polly Wood, Eliza- 
beth Thomas, Hannah Barrows, Mary Macomber. 

In June, 1832, Rev. Nicholas Medbery was at his 
own rc(|U(*st dismissed from the duties of a pastor of 
this church, and in September of the same year he 
was succeeded in the ministerial office by Rev. Her- 
vey Fittz, of Hallowell, Me., and he and Angeline A. 
Fittz were the only additions to the church during 
that year. 

The additions in membership in 1833 were Daniel 
Makepeace, Stephen Tobey, Aniasa T. Thompson, 
Bctst»y Thompson, Elizabeth Webster, Nancy B. 
Bond, Martha S. Smith, Mary Ann Tobey, Sarah P. 
(Tucker) Jenks, Rev. Henry C. Coombs, Mary Or- 
cult, and Ancol Wood (3d). 

In 1834, James Pridcaux, Stephen Whiting, Wil- 
liam Gwynncth, Sophia Vinto, William S. Peirce, 
Myrick Haskins, Prudence K. Peirce, Susan Dun- 
ham, Priscilla Lincoln, Abigail Caswell, Lucy Swift, 
Emclino IxHmnnl, Bc6<oy Ann Miison, liarriet Taylor, 
liUcy (/hnrchill, Sarah Pridcaux, James A. licoiiard, 
Lucy T. liconard, Augusta Clark, Ijorain Williams, 
Sarah Hathaway, Elizabeth Stedlcy, Joanna Wood, 
Nancy Hammond, Elcnor Stetson, Jacob Williams, 
Jr., Elizabeth K. Thacher (3d), Orin Leach, Admiral 
Jjcach, Joseph T. Wood, Susan Thompson, Rev. 
Avery Briggs, Mrs. Avery Brigiis. 

Added to the church in 1835, Patty Thomas and 
Jabez Smith. 

183G, June 1. Rev. Hervey Fittz closed his labors 
here, aud there was no settled minister during the 
remainder of that year, and yet the following were 
added: Albert T. Mason, Arlina Mason, Frederick 
liconard, Jr., (je.(»rgo Barney, Sally Cole, Nnney 
Vaii^li.'iii, lIc^reiilcM Bichinond, Miiry Jliclinioiid, Jon- 
athan Barney, and Margaret Barney. 



1837. Jan. 3. Rev. Ebenezer Nelson, of West 
Cambridge, was scttlc<l as pastor, with a salary of 
seven hundred dollars per year. The names of those 
added to this church in 1837 were Rev. Ebenezer 
Nelson, Rebecca Nelson, Mary Wheeler, Asanath 
Williams, and Seth S. Lincoln. 

1838. Charles White, Rev. Isaac Alger, Hannah 
L. Briggs, Rebecca Richmond, Emily Dean, Eliza- 
beth Rider, Eunice Cole, Abby Ann Lincoln, Jane 
Grew, Mary A. Fitzgerald, Lucia Martin, Mrs. Milton 
Alden, Sarah Leonard, Thomas Brigdon, Elizabeth 
Wright, Leonard Tobey (2d), Ann Gisby, Juliet 
Tribou, Job Macomber, Angeline Tinkham, Julia A. 
Thayer, Hannah Cole, Harriet Gushing, Susan T. 
Wilder, and George Ijolhrop. 

1839. Eliza S. Hathaway, Rev. William Hubbard, 
Mary Hubbard, Mary A. Davidson, Martha Pottle, 
and Enos Eaton. 

1840. Abigail Thomas, Hepzabah Bloss, Hannah 
W. Eaton, Mary W. Stookwell, Julia A. Stetson, 
Sarah Newton, Harriet Holloway, and Elbridge Cole. 

1841. Elizabeth Brigdon, Rev. 0. W. Briggs, 
William K. Evans, Mary Briggs, Mrs. Ziba Eaton, 
Mary Eaton, Charles T. Thacher, William Tinkham, 
Job Leonard, Nathan Morton, T. F. Leonard, Eliza 
W. Carr, Judith Peirce, Nabby Peirce, Lois Barrows, 
Ruth A. licach, Mrs. Andrew Eaton, Sophia Thacher, 
Harriet P. Tinkham, Elizabeth Baker, and Olive 
Leonard. 

1842. Amanda Newhall, John T. Clark, Levi P. 
Thacher, Nancy Harlow, Lucy A. Waite, Ann M. 
Briggs, Mrs. George Barney, Reuben Simmons, John 
C. Burden, Andrew Cole, Alanson H. Tinkham, Levi 
Tinkham (2d), Isaac G. Grew, Lemuel G. Peirce, 
(Jeorge Waterman, Charles W. Tribou, Harrison 
HsiKkiiis, Josiah Gammons, James Harlow, Mrs. 
Catharine Barden, Sarah C. Churchill, Phebe Peter- 
son, Florilla Ihiskins, Sarah B. Gibbs, Mary E. Cush- 
man, Mrs. L. G. l*eirce, John W. P. Jenks, Ira 
Thomas, Ebenezer Briggs, Jr., Andrew Gardner, 
Mrs. Andrew Gardner, Isaac W. Record, Julia A. 
Atwood, Polly Macomber, Louisa Eaton, Lucy 
Wateraan. 

1814. Rev. John Allen and Sarah Allen. 

1845. William R. Wells and Drusilla Wells. 

1846. Huldah L. Peirce, Lavina Harlow, Abby 
Goodhue, Ebenezer N. Chamberlain. 

1847. Mrs. Fear Thompson. 

1848. Aroline Brijigs, Emily Dixon. 
1850. Abby M. Hush, Uosclla Lucas, Allen 

Thacher, Edwin 11. Fittz, Adam B. Bobbins, Eben 
Ij. Nelson, Angeline (lardncr, Mary A. Hathaway, 
Mary 1*. Collins, Mary P. Bunting, Elizabeth A. 
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Reinin<^ton, Julia R. F. Miller, Simeon Hathaway, 
Mary A. I^lmclicr, Frociiiiiti Pope, Mrn. Froomuii 
Pope, Mrs. W. M. Tubcy, Juiiich B. JjovoII, Luciun 
Wilbur, Joanna (ylnircbill, MrH. 11. Modaris, Mary K. 
Haskins,, Sarah White, J. B. Butler, Mrs. B. F. 
Pope, E. W. Drake, Elizabeth M. Drake, Aurelia 
Robbins, Martha Cole, George Ward, and Caroline 
Ward. 

1851. In the early part of this year, Rev. Ebenezor 
Nelson concluded his labors as pastor of this church, 
and on the 28th of March was succeeded by Rev. 
Jonathan Aldrich, of Fraiuingham, who was engaged 
to preach for the salary of eight hundred dollars per 
year. Additions to the church in 1851, Rev. Jona- 
than Aldrich, Catharine P. Aldrich, Anna L. Aldrich, 
Phebe Blake, P^liza A. Wilbur, Eleanor Barden, and 
Betsey Dunham. 

1852. Rev. II. C. Coombs, Ruth P. Coombs, and 
Ruth Burt. 

1853. Albert Mason, John A. Simons, Abbie D. 
Danforth, Emily Damon, Darius G. Alden, Nancy 
Hamblin, Harriet Tinkham, Henrietta Mason, George 
B. Mason, Gardner S. Cutting, Harriet Orcutt, Han- 
nah Washburn, Nicholas Jenks, Betsey P. Jcnks, 
Harriet N. Mon^e, and Sabrina Hatliaway. 

1854. April 15. Rev. Mr. Aldrich was succeeded 
in the ministry here by Rev. John B. Burke, from 
Shelburne Falls. 

Additions to the church this year : Rev. John B. 
Burke, Jason Wilbur, Augustus E. Vaughan, Sarah 
B. Robinson, Rev. S. W. Marston, Rev. J. M. Mace, 
Mrs. J. M. Mace, Rev. 0. P. Fuller, Rev. J. ILOod- 
dard, J. Williams, John Wadsworth, Elizabeth M. 
Keen, Rispah Savory, and Mrs. S. W. Marston. 

1855. In November, Rev. John F. Bigolow, from 
Bristol, R. I., was employed to preach at a salary of 
one thousand dollars per year. 

Additions of members in 1855: George Cushman, 
Mrs. George Cushman, Louisa Cushnuin (3d), An- 
geline A. Fittz, Harriet A. Fittz, Samuel C. Howes, 
and Mrs. S. C. Howes. 

1856. Rev. John F. Bigelow, Mrs. S. L. Bigelow, 
Mrs. Calvin Southwortli, John Briggs, Ephraim 
Hunt, Frank Adkins, C. C. Burnett, Mrs. C. C. Bur- 
nett, Rev. P. L. Cushing, Mrs. P. L. Cushing, George 
Sheridan, Harlow P. Goddard, Rev. Lonzo L. Fittz, 
Henry C. Haskell, Sophia F. Howes, Emma F. Sher- 
man, Addie A. Keith, L. Fearing Thacher, Susan W. 
Thacher, John Thacher, Lewis Thacher, and Mercy 
Peirce. 

1857. C. W. Leach, D. W. Leach, Ira M.Thomas, 

Mr. Conner, Eliphalet Thomas, Mrs. Eliphalet 

Thomas, Sarah B. Wise, Mrs. Jason Wilbur, Sarah 



Bunker, Mrs. Job Braloy, Eliza W. Curtis, Eliza 
Clark, Hannah F. Hawkins, ChaHotto M. Keiili, Jo- 
seph W. McKuon, Juliana Hawcs, Mary J. Mellon, 
Caroline Darling, Lizziu Sweet, M. A. J. Atwrnnl, and 
Sarah J. Dean. 

1858. John M. Manning, L. C. Manning, Lorenzo 
Tinkham, Nahum D. Wilbur, Mrs. N. D. Wilbur, 
George H. Everett, Mrs. G. H. Everett, Linus Dar- 
ling, R. B. Burns, Rufus A. Gorham, Julia J. Holmes, 
Nancy M. Coombs, Kate S. Holmes, H. Othalia Bocbe, 
John Willis, Mrs. Ira Thomas, Hannah Howes, Isaac 
Thompson, S. H. Sylvester, Mrs. S. II. Sylvester, 
Cliarlotte Sisson, Lydia B. Cushing, Ellen M. Loring, 
F. B. S. Hillman, Amos Sherman, Jr., Henry F. 
Thacher, Elbridge Cushman, Rev. Silas Hall, and 
Rebecca W. Hall. 

1859, January 28. Rev. John F. Bigelow resigned 
his position of pastor, and the place was not filled 
until August, 1859, when Rev. Alexander M. Averill, 
of North Cambridge, was settled, with a salary of one 
thousand dollars per year. 

Additions to the church in 1859, S. H. Richard- 
son, Jane Wilbur, Rev. A. M. Averill, Rebecca F. 
Averill, and A. M. Averill, Jr. 

18G0. Rev. John D. Sweet, David W. Gnrnsey, 
Alma Darling, Rev. John S. MoKeen, Rev. Charles 
L. Thompson, Mrs. C. L. Thompson, James B. Ham- 
lin, Horace Choate, Mary M. Lovell, and Daniel S. 
Ellis. 

1861. Otis Leach, Mrs. Otis Leach, Alexis C. Dean, 
Asa Wright, John A. Hazard, Jr., B. May Ellis, 
George B. Fittz, and Mary C. Pratt. 

1862. George E. Simmons, J. Arthur Fitch, Su8:in 
D. Richmond, Mary W. Finney, Clara W. Perkins, 
and Sallio Ijconard. 

1863. In the month of May in this year. Rev. Levi 
A. Abbot, from Weymouth, was settled as pastor, 
with a salary of eight hundred dollars per year, and 
this was aHerwards increased t4> nine hundred. 

The additions in 1863 were Rev. Levi A. Abbot, 
Mary A. Abbot, Elisha T. Jenks, William H. Smith, 
Julia Cole, Sarah J. Keith, Sabrina Ward, Samuel P. 
Keith, and Almeda Keith. 

1 864. The additions were Mercy Dunlap, Ephraim 
Hunt, Samuel P. Hine, Fruncis Shar]>, Mary Sharp, 
Lois Leonard, Arnold J^each, Rev. George Carpenter, 
and Lydia B. Sanford. 

1865. Clarissa Hayward, Charles J. Morse, Lavina 
N. Morse, Eliza A. Clark, D. Anna Pawn, Mary A. 
Gay, Fanny M. Drew, Caroline Ryerson, Mary B. 
Richmond, Mary T. Mucomber, Stephen B. Gibbs, 
and Elizabeth M. McKeen. 

1866. Betsey Kelsey, Mathew H. Cushing, Polly 
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S. Cusliing, Judith J. Qibbs, Mrs. S. L. Carpontcr, 
Mrs. Kphraiui Hunt, Auidin Randall, Calvin R. Ward, 
Ixiuiora Ward, Mehitnbic R. Thomas, Alice J. Warren, 
Ivanetta W( od, Charlotte M. Bosworth, Francis R. 
Raton, Susan A. Eaton, Eunice B. Swifb, Abbie L. 
JcnlcH, Addic S. BurrcH, Edward S. Hathaway, Ma- 
tilda J. Bump, W. I. Jenks, Hannah Warren. 

18G7. Cyrus A. Cole, Luoinda Phillips, Aroline B. 
Penniman, Mary M. Thomas, Lucy M. Phinney, 
Gcf>r|;ian.i E. licnch, S. Josephine liolloway, Charles 
S. Bradford, Henry White, Charles H. White, Lean- 
der Tinkham, and Mrs. Josiah B. Bump. 

18()9. In March of this year. Rev. Oeorge 0. 
Fairbanks, from South Dedham, was engaged as pas- 
tor at a salary of twelve hundred dollars per year. 
That was aAerwurds increased to fifteen hundred dol- 
lars. The additions to the church that year were 
Rev. Qeorge G. Fairbanks, Caroline M. Fairbanks, 
Charles E. Jenney, Greorge E. Parker, Caroline B. 
Chandler, Susan H. Caswell, Maria W. Brown, Rev. 
William L. Brown, Elvira F. Jenney, Dorcas Brown, 
Mary B. Keith, Ruth B. Thomas, Arthur B. Alden, 
Rel)ecea L. Jjeach. Susan M. Waterman, and Albert 
Alden. 

1870. Emily W. Dean, Ebenezer Jones, Abiah 
Jones, E. Frances Wadhams, Flora A. Tinkham, 
Delia L. Tinkham, Henry M. Barney, Charles Barney, 
Abby M. Edwards, Harriet J. Morse, and M. Adelaide 
Jonks. 

187 J. Arlina Mason, Mary 1^. 11 {isk ins, Sarah C. 
Thomas, John A. Sanford, Homer R. Caswell, Daniel 
D. Sargent, Clarence L. Hathaway, Ernest B. Pratt, 
Mary E. Sweet, Betsey F. Jones, Alice F. Holmes, 
Caroline L. Sparrow, Caroline M. Winslow, Caroline 
M. Darling, Hattie A. Darling, Benjamin R. Olid- 
deo. Hartley A. Sparrow, Caroline J. Sparrow, Julia 
A. Coombs, Annie L. Robinson, Stella R. Hansconi, 
1 1 attic P. Cusliing, Josiah II. Vaughan, Elizabeth 
M. Vaughan, Isaac Winslow, and Eliza W. Curtis. 

1872. Willard T. Leonard, Mrs. Willard T. 
Leonard. 

1873. Mrs. Anna Dunlap, Elizabeth White, and 
Eveline Obcr. 

1874. George W. Sherman, Mrs. George W. Sher- 
man, Mrs. Bclscy M. Vaughan, Mrs. Anna E. Cham- 
berlain, Charles Pease, George R. Snow, William 
Barney, Martha A. Braloy, Mary M. Glidden, and 
Ellen F. Braley. 

1875. Rev. J. J. Burgess, Mrs. J. J. Burgess, 
J«)hn C RdbinKon, Harriet 1). Hnrc;eHH, C. Harry 
Houghton, Mrs. C. 11. llou<^hton, Mrs. Sarah J. 
Luther, Mary A. fjutlier, Eliza Luther, Annin 
Luther, and lllita Pease. 



187G. Charles W. Drake, Mrs. C. W. Drake, 
Thomas S. Phinney, Mrs. T. S. Phinney, Peter May, 
Benjamin J. Babcock, Mrs. B. J. Babcock, Mrs. 
Adria Peirce, Carrie A. Tinkham, Ida J. Washburn, 
Lottie L. Finney, Mrs. Priscilla W. Mitchell, Mrs. 
Anna J. Coombs. 

1877. George II. Coffin, Mrs. G. H. Coffin, Oakcs 
A. T. Clark, Frederick P. Chace, Mre. F. P. Chace, 
Robert V, Cole, Albert T. Finney, J. Francis Peira^, 
Mrs. Abigail E. Peirce, Abbie J. Pratt, Abbie L. 
Sparrow, Mrs. Catharine P. Chace, Ellen P. Chace, 
Annetta F. Chace, Mary E. Chace, Myra W. Alden, 
Mrs. Lydia R. Thompson, Mrs. Susie S. Dunham, 
Mrs. Susie F. Briggs, Mrs. Sylvia Pratt, Mrs. Helen 
M. W. Elliot, Myra A. Andrews, Hattie C. Wilbur, 
L. Oakes Leonard, Francis M. Wilbur, William F. 
Harlow, Milton P. Hackett, Fred H. White, George 
E. Aldrieh, Martin L. White, Edward N. Hackett, 
Mrs. Mary S. Gordon, Lydia A. Haskins, Fannie B. 
Leonard, Clara F. Hackett, Clarabel White, Franklin 
E. Osburn, Mrs. F. E. Osburn, Elbridge C. Hollo- 
way, Mrs. E. C. Holloway, James M. Coombs, Bay- 
lies G. Leonard, Mary S. Hackett, Myra H. Rich- 
mond, Cora A. Richmond, Anna F. Richmond, 
Norman L. Richmond, J. Annie Smith, Mrs. Edith 
E. Barden, Ezekiel H. Aldrieh, Mrs. £. H. Aldrieh, 
Mrs. Rebecca G. Obcr, Lucinda Ober, Susie W. 
Alden, Sadie B. Jenks, Katie R. Vaughan, Clara 
Pe^iHc, Mrs. Batlishoba T. Tinkham, and Mrs. Carrie 
S. Holmes. 

1878. (Joorgo II. Perry, Mrs. Lucinda Weston. 

1879. Alexander Eaton, S. Edward Mathews, Mrs. 
A. Augusta Dixon, Rev. S. A. Blake, Mrs. S. A. 
Blake, Stephen S. Gibbs, Mrs. S. S. Gibbs, Richard 
Z. Mathews, Mrs. Lydia Vaughan, Mrs. Lydia N. 
Thomas, Mrs. S. E. Sampson, Isaac N. Vaughan, 
Charles E. Jenney, Mrs. C- E. Jenney, Mrs. Mary 
A. Laurence, Charles B. Laurence, Walter Laurence, 
Mrs. Caroline M. Packard, and Mrs. Dora Shaw. 

188U. Rev. Henry C. Coombs, David M. Ashley, 
Mrs. D. M. Ashley, Mrs. Clarinda Sisson, Alfred 0. 
Tower, Henry Parry, Mrs. H. Parry, Lizzie Alden, 
Mrs. Hannah W. Fuller, Mrs. Mary L. Glidden, Mrs. 
Ellen M. (ilidden, J. S. Turner, Mrs. J. S. Turner. 

1881. Mrs. Ermina J. Hamilton, Mrs. Abbie F. 
Waterman, Mrs. Aehsah A. Stevens. 

1882. Benjamin F. Johnson, Mrs. B. F. Johnson, 
Susan N. Mathews, and Mrs. Elenor H. Barden. 

The deacons of this Central Baptist Church in Mid- 
dlchoro', ill times ]mHt and present, hav(! been and are as 
follows: Levi Peirce, Jacob Williams, George Vaughan, 
William S. Peirce, Joseph T. Wood, J. W. P. Jenks; 
Ira Thomas, and B.J. Babcocl^. The place of public 
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worship was erected in 1828, at an expense of about 
five thousand doUnrs, and was the liberal p;i(l of Maj. 
Levi Pcirce, one of its original members and first 
deacons. Two additions were at dilTeront times made 
to this church edifice, at an expense of about two 
thousand dollars each, and thus the whole oonstruo- 
tion account amounts to about nine thousand dollars. 

The failing health of Rev. George Q. Fairbanks 
caused him, in 1883, to resign his position as pastor 
of this church, and he was succeeded, Jan. 31, 1884, 
by Rev. W. H. Bowen, D.D., from Providence, R. I. 
His salary is fifleen hundred dollars per year. 

The whole number of members, as reported to the 
Old Colony Baptist Association, in October, 1883, 
was two hundred and seventy-nine. 

The letter from this church, addressed to that Asso- 
ciation, in session at Scituate, Mass., Oct. 10 and 11, 
1883, contained the following : 

" A revival of great power swept over this village 
last winter. 

" It was good to be there. 

** We are without a pastor. 

*^Rev. G. G. Fairbanks, D.D., has resigned his 
pastoral charge through feeble health. 

** We commend him as a preacher and a pastor." 

The Methodists. — Am<mg the first or earliest 
movements, if not indeed the very first, for founding 
a Methodist Church in Middleboro' occurred in the 
month of September, 1823, or about sixty-one years 
ago. A Methodist Church was formed Sept. 15, 1823, 
and at first consisted of Edward Winslow, Nathan 
Savary, Alanson Gammons, Nathan Perkins, Deborah 
Winslow, Martha Thomas, Mercy Barden, Susan S. 
Clark, and Augusta Clark. 

Rev. Asa Kent was the first pastor of this church, 
and their public worship was for a time conducted in 
the town hall.^ Rev. Mr. Kent remained two years, 
and was followed by Rev. Isaac Stoddard, who 
preached nine mouths, and then for a year the church 
was without a pastor. In 1826 and 1827, Rev. 
Lemuel Thompson was the pastor, and he was suc- 
ceeded by Rev. Elias C. Scott one year, Rev. David 
Culver two years, and during the pastorate of the latter 
(viz., in 1830) the Methodist meeting-house near Fall 
Brook was erected, and a board of trustees cliosen, con- 
sisting of Peter Vaughun, Cushman Vaughan, William 
Shurtleif, Nathaniel Thompson, Edward Winslow, 
Nathan Perkins, and Percy Thomas. After 1831 the 
successive preachers appear to have been Amos Bin- 

1 Tho town hall at thai dale stood at what is kuo\rn as " Court 
Bnd/' and was an antiquated building. After iho erection of 
the present elogunt struoture the old hall was sold by tho town 
and removed by the purohaier. 



ney, Lemuel Harlow, Thomas Brown, Josiah Lynch, 
Proctor Marsh, Otis Wilder, Oeorgc Winchester, 
Sr., Elijah Willard, Ebenezer Kwing, William Sam- 
plin, Kdniund K. Standish, (leorge Miioondier, Ooorgo 
U. Winchester, Jr., Philip Orandon, Asa N. Bodfish, 
and Israel Washburn. 

In 1863, John Q. Adams commenced his labors as 
preacher, and ere long the hall of Mr. Qeorgo Soule 
was hired as a place for worship, and Rev. Jason Qill 
engaged as pastor. He supplied the pulpit from April 
to November, 1864. 

Rev. Samuel Whidden came soon after, and in 
February, 1865, the place of worship was changed to 
the Baptist Chapel, that was leased for three years. 
In 1866, Rev. F. C. Newhali became the pastor, and 
he two years later was succeeded by Rev. Freeman 
Ryder, and during whose pastorate the present church 
edifice occupied by this church and society was erected 
at an expense of twelve thousand five hundred dollars. 

Rev. S. T. Patterson was the next pastor, and dur- 
ing the time that he was thus engaged the membership 
of this church increased from thirty-six in full com- 
munion and four probationers to one hundred and 
thirty in full communion and twouty-five probationers. 

The next pastor was Rev. J. S. Carroll, who ro- 
mained three years, and during which timo about 
fifty were added to the church. 

Next came Rev. Charles Macreading, who, in a fit 
of despondency, committed suicide. 

From April, 1876, to 1877, Rev. E. D. Towle was 
pastor, and more than one hundred persons added to 
the church by conversion. He was succeeded by 
Rev. A. W. Kingsbury, who was successful in clear- 
ing the church property from a debt by which it had 
been encumbered. 

Rev. 0. W. Hunt was the next pastor, and it is to 
a historic sermon delivered by him Nov. 11, 1883, 
that we are almost entirely indebted for the facts pre- 
sented concerning this Methodist Church and Siusiuty. 
The Rev. Mr. Hunt, in that valuable production, said, 
" From the five full members and three probationers 
in 1864, at the oommencement of Rev. Samuel 
Whidden*s ministry, you have increased to two hun- 
dred and seventy-four full members and twenty-eight 
probiitioncrs, nnikiiig a total of throe hundred and 
two, a net increase in nineteen years, of nearly sixteen 
a year. 

** About thirty members of the church have died, 
one hundred and two removed by letter, ten removed 
without letters, sixteen withdrawn since 1871. 

^^ This church is greatly indebted to many members 
of the sister churches for timely aid given and for 
words of cheer, and while this child of Providence 
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vbich they assiated his grovn nlmoat to as Inrgc 
tlinioiiKionii m tliomnclvcs, fitill I il(> mil lii^licvc tlint 
thuy arc loaa Btroiig or have auffcrcii in any partioulnr 
throvgh haviog a Methodist CliDrcli growing up at 
their side. 

" We do not and will Dot foTget tiio aaeistanco ren- 
dered, chocrrnl words spolicn, or [irnycrs ulTuniil for ua 
by tlio BiFter churches." 

The Methodist Chnxelt at South Uiddleboro'.— 
As titia cliuTch liaa sometimos boun of Ihat brancli 
«atled the " Reformed" and aometimcB of tiiat deoom- 
inatcd "Episcopal," the tracing of its luinute his- 
tory is rendered exceedingly difficult, and perhaps to 
a considerable degree impoerible. It liaa, too, for s 
portion of the time had its pulpit Bupplicd by one or 
moTO olerjiyinen of anotiier deuoiui nation. From the 
soauty materisls now attainable we ^nthcr tlie evidence 
that as early as 1847 the pulpit wax supplied by the 
Bev. T. Brown, who remained thus cngsgu-d for sev- 
eral years, and Ihcn for a time (lie nnpply wns only 
loni|Hirnry (unlil l8r>R), when ll'v. K. W. Hnrrovrs, ii 
clertiymnn of the Ohristinn BnplJHt ili'iinniiiintidii, Bot- 
tled lu;rc na n n^ulnr HU)i|)1y to the pulpit, iniil rcnmincJ 
several years. 

In 1869 the pastor was Rev. Isaac B. Fobes; 
1870, Rev. Benjamin L. Sayer, who remained four 
years, and was succeeded, in 1374, by Uev. Philip 
Ctandon. Mr. Sayer died Mnrcb 22, ISTC, nged 
fiay-uno years. Mr. Cranduu diLtl April C, 1870, 
aged sixty-«x years. 

In 1876 the pulpit was supplied by Itcv. Chrirles 
Stokes, who remained two years, Hu died April SG, 
1881, in the twenty-ninth year of his ministry, and 
being fifty-four years of age. 

In 1878 came Rev. J. Sherman, nnd remained until 
1881, when succeeded by lUv. 0. K. IIig);ins, who 
remained one year, and was, in 1882, succeeded by 
the preacut pastor, Rev. Solomon F. Snow, n native 
of Brewster, Barnatabla Co., Klnss. Ho was born 
Aug. 10, 1811. He entered tSic ministry in 1837. 
He is of the eighth generation from the emigrant 
Nicholas Snow. Thanks are due to Uev. Mr. Snow 
for information kindly furnished puitniiiing t« iho 
history of thia church. 

The Second Adveiltists have maintained a pub- 
lic worship in town, hiring a public hall for that 
purpose. 

The Roman Catholios worsliiped for a time in 
Peirce's Hall, but reccnily erected a church edifice. 



CHAI'TEU V. 



MILITARY HISTORY. 



The first war in which the country became engaged 
ader hiiddlcboro' was iucorporated as a townahip was 
that familiarly known as King Philip's, although four 
years curlier, when AliJdleboro' had been incorporated 
btit two years, war with Awnshonke, squaw -sitchoui 
uf ibe Saconct Indianti, was anticipated and prepared 
for, and ordera issued to raise io Plymouth Colony an 
armed force of ooo hundred and two men. Of that 
force Middleboro' was ordered to furnish two men. 
Awashonks complied with the demands that the Eng- 
lish made ujHiti her, and so no war was waged or meti 

In December, 1()T3, a war with the Dutoli at New 
York was deewed imminent, and some preparations 
made to send a force against them ; but this difficulty, 
like the other, was happily settled and adjusted with- 
out tliu slicddiii;; of human blood. 

The next wnr-cloud could not be dinpollcd or made 
to piws over so harmlcscly, but ovorshadowdd and set- 
tled down upon the country, inQicting almost untold 
sufiering and unparalleled woe. 

Middleboro', atlhecommencementof King Philip's 
war, bad but about sixteen families of Europcau 
origin or desccut, and those in tlieso families able to 
bear arms were probably placed under the command of 
Lieut. Johu Thompson, who resided in that part of 
ancient Middloboro' now Halifax, and be for a time 
appears, with bis sixtoen men, to have garrisoned a 
house near what is known as the Four Comers in 
Middleboro'.' 

Concerning that garrison maintained for a time in 
Middleboro', under the command of Lieut. John 
Thonij>son, traditions have preserved a few incidents 
in its story, but truditiun alone, unsupported by con- 
current and strictly reliable facta, is not generally 
sufficiently trustworthy to be put forth aa history, 
and as these traditions, in all essential partioulara, do 
not i\f;rec, we leave them for what the name nro worth, 
without re[>eating .-iny one uf them, by adding that 
Middleboro' is said to have lost oidy one man. slain 
in King Philip's war, and whose name was Robert 
Dauaon. 

Kin^ William's War. — Middleboro' was rG(|uired 
to furntsb, pur order of Aug. 14, IGSU, one aoldiar 
and one musket, and soon alter to raise the eum of 
fourtocn pounds by tjixatiun toward mooting the cx- 

< It >tiwl boloocn l!io rnnd nnd tlio Ncinnfkat niinr, iipnn ■ 
ploco nf land non onnsd t>j Iba heln of ths late CdI. PsUr B. 
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penses of the war. This tax was to be paid on or 
before the 25t1i day of November, 1689, oae-third in 
money, one-third in grain, and one-third in beef and 
pork. The grain was to be received and credited as 
follows: Oom, two shillings per bushel; rye, two 
shillings and sixpence per bushel ; barley, two shil- 
lings, and wheat, four shillings per bushel ; beef, 
ten shillings per hundred; and pork, twopence per 
pound. 

1690, May 20. For an expedition to Albany, 
Middleboro* was required to furnish one soldier. 

1690, June 5. Required to furnish three sol- 
diers for an expedition to Canada, and to raise, by 
taxation, toward meeting the expense, £21 16s. M} 

1690, Oct. 9. Thomas Thompson and James Soule 
were sentenced each to pay a fine of four pounds in 
money, and be imprisoned until said fines were paid, 
for refusing to obey the orders to them directed re- 
quiring them, as soldiers, to go upon the expedition 
to Canada. 

That expedition sailed from Plymouth about noon, 
June 27, 1690. Two companies went from what 
was then Plymouth Colony, commanded by Capt. 
Joseph Sylvester, of Scituate, and Samuel Gallop, of 
Bristol, that was then the shire town of Bristol County 
in Plymouth Colony, but now in Rhode Island. 

Governor Dommer's War, so called, that com- 
menced in 1722, and ended in 1725. 

William Canedy, of Middleboro*, served in this war 
as an ensign, and in the early part of 1723 was pro- 
moted to lieutenant, and while holding that commis- 
sion was intrusted with the command of a small fort 
that, upon the 25th of December, 1723, was attacked 
by the Indians; but the defense was conducted so 
meritoriously that the place was saved until reinforce- 
ments arrived and put the enemy to flight, and Lieut. 
Canedy, as an acknowledgment of his faithful ser- 
vices, was promoted to captain. The following are 
the names of persons composing his cumpnny, and 
who were in service in 1724, many of whom were 
Indians. The places of residence of these soldiers, 
both white men and Indians, are at this time unknown : 

Commi»9ion9d Ojffic€r$, 
WniUtn Oonada, oapi. Robert SUnford, ens. 

Benjauiin Wright, lieut. 

Non'CommtMti'oned Officer: 
JoMph Bowdin, sergt. lUohard Poineroy, corp. 

Joseph Studson, sergt. Joseph BraydoD, oorp. 

Joseph Meeds, sergt. John Oliver, corp. 

Benjamin Durfee, corp. 



1 Thus it appears that in 1600 the town was required to fur- 
nish four soldiers, and probably did provide two, and two re- 
fused to go, and were punished by fine or imprisonment, and 
perhaps bj both. 



John Attamon. 
Thomas Talnor. 
Daniel Ohislen. 
Joshua Tripp. 
Benjamin Solomon. 
Joel Daniel. 
John Peohue. 
John Pepeens. 
Abraham Jones. 
Joseph Wood. 
Nehemiah Nahawamah. 
Abel Obediab. 
James Queloh. 
Simon Tremroetuok. 
Thomas Daniel. 
Abel Tom. 
Isaac Ilassaway. 
Bben Cushon. 
Job Mark. 
Samuel Oliver. 
John Quoy. 

The other roll bore tli 

Commi9k 
William Canedy, capt. 

Non-Comn 

Daniel Rlontliorp, lorgt 
I'rancis Punohard, oorp, 

I 

Peter Parrey. 
Thomas Lawrence. 
Stephen Morrells. 
John Norris. 
Benjamin Spoen. 
.Tuhn Oliurch. 
Jorum iali Boloher. 
KIkiiuiih Topmon. 
Isaac Chamborlain. 
John White. 

The names of those i 
William Canedy, as gi' 
pay-rolls still on file at I 

The French and In 

Pratt, of Middleboro*, 1 
field in the French and 
the officers and private 
pany were as follows : 

Benjamin Pratt, capt. 
Sylvester Richmond, liei 

Non- Gomn 

Soth Tinkham, sergt. 
Loiiiucl Harlow, sorgt. 
SiliM Wood, sorgt. 
Abicl Culu, sorgt. 



M 



Perec Tinkham. 
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Private*, 



Jiiflob Allot!. 
J«8M Hrjitiit. 
Jonoph nent. 
Abner JUrrowt. 
Abner BttrrowSy Jr. 
IsMus Bennett. 
John Bennett. 
Snmnol Bennett. 
Benjamin Barrowi. 
Abnih»m Bardon. 
Williitni Bnrlow. 
Bliakiiu Barlow. 
John Barker. 

Peres Cobb. 

Oneeiinai Campbell. 

Gideon Cobb. 

Gcrshom Cobb. 

William ('tmhrnan. 

Peter Cra|K>. 

Thomas Caswell. 

Jesse Curtis. 

Exekiel Curtis. 

Counselor Chase. 

Jabes Doggett. 

Simeon Doggrtt. 

Kbrncxor Pitnham. 

Adam David. 

KIkanah Klmos. 

John KImes. 

John Ellii. 

John Baton. 

Asa French. 

William Fuller. 

Simeon Fuller. 

Jododiah llolnioM. 



John Harlow. 
Zuril Haskell. 
Jeremiah Jones. 
Jeremiah Jones, Jr. 
John Knowlton. 
James Littlejohn. 
Robert Makfun. 
Thomas Miller. 
David Miller. 
Noah Morse. 
Jonathan Morse. 
Jooob Muzom. 
Isoae Nye. 
Thomas Peiree. 
Job Peiree. 
Paul Pratt. 
Francis Pomeroy. 
Samuel PralL 
Samuel Pratt, Jr. 
Henry Riohmond. 
Nathan Riohmond. 
Moses Reding. 
Job Richmond. 
Noah Raymond. 
Barnabas 8am))Son. 
Jabez Sampson. 
Jacob Sampson. 
Obadiah Sampson. 
John Sampson. 
Crispus Shaw. 
Peres Shaw. 
Zebadee Sears. 
Pel eg Standish. 
Robert Sockel. 
Benjamin Strooter. 



(that part of the town now Lakoville), Jan. 26, 
1768. 

"June ye 2. We Staid and SeUled our Billiting Roll, and 
paid off several their billiting money. 

" In the afternoon we marched to Worcester, 4 miles, and 
there slept. 

"June ye 3. We Mustered our men by eight o'olook in the 
morning, and drew up into a line with the Regiment, oalled 
over our roll, and then our company marched off. 

"There our CapL left us and went to Boston. 

" I and Archippus Cole staid at Worooster untill next morn- 
ing.' 



Scth Tiiikliaui, the first sergeant of this company, 
kept a diary, in which he entered, — 

" MiDDLKBOROUGii, May 29, 1758. 

"We mett at Elijah Clapp's a Little after Sun Rise and 
Drawed up our men into a body and call' the Roll, and then 
marched to Major Howard's, in Bridgewater, 7 miles. 

"There went to dinner, and then wo marched to Newoomb'ff, 
in NorLiiii. and (horn overtook th« cart that hod our ]iaoks. 
There we staid all night and laid up chamber. 

"11 miles. 

" May the :I0. Wo marched by Sunrise to Lieut. Mann's, in 
Wrentham, 11 miles. 

"There went to Dinner, and then we marched to Dr. Cor- 
bitt's, in Bellingham, 10 miles, went to supper, After supper 

" Mr. Hinds preached a sermon to us. 

" There our cart overtook us. 

" There we stay«>. 

" May the 31. We marched to Mr. Qraves in Mendon, 3 miles, 
and there went to breakTast; and from there we marched to 
John Holland's, in Sutton, 15 miles; there went to supper. 

" There the cart ovrrtook us. 

"June ye 1st. Wo staid at Holland's all day, because of ye 
Rain, and Mr. Hinds preached to us in Holland's barn." 

This Mr. Hinds, then ofliciating as a chnplnin, was 
probably Kbenezor Hinds, who was born in Bridj^c- 
watcr, .July 21), 1711), and ordniued pastcir of the 
Socond Calvinistic Baptist Church in Middlcboro* 



»f 



The regiment above referred to, of which this com- 
pany formed a part, was composed of ten companies, 
and the names of the several captains were James An- 
dres, Abel Keen, Benjamin Pratt, Samuel Knowles, 
Philip Walker, Uanialiol Bradford, Jonathan Kddy, 
Sylvanus Bourne, Josiah Thatcher, and Simeon 
Carey. 



« 



June ye 4. On Sunday we two went aftef our Company. 
We marched to Lester, 4 miles, and there went to breakfast at 
Mr. Sori^oants, from there wo went to S|>eneer, and there went 
to meeting in forenoon ; from there we marched to Robert 
CInflon's, in RrookAeld, 15) miles, and there went* to supper 
and staid all night. 

" June ye 5. We marched to James Nichols', 2 miles, and 
there we paid off all our billiting money. Two of our men, vis., 
Jessee Curtis and Jaoob Allen taken tick, and we left Jaoob 
Tinkham to take care of them. 

" Ensign Finney and I marched after our company, and went 
to breakfast at Mr. Cutler's, 2 miles, and overtook them upon 
Coy's hill, and f wont by onr Company along with Capt. 
Ho<lgo's Company to Cold Spring, 12 miles from Cutler's. 
There I staid all night ot Deaoon Lyman's." 



«( 



About three years later Cold Spring was incorpo- 
rated as a town, and named Belchertown, — date of 
incorporation, June 30, 1761. The Capt. Hodges 
was doubtless Joseph Hodges, of Norton, a son of 
Joseph Hodges, of that town, who, as a major, lost 
his life at the taking of the fortrnss of liouisburg, 
June, 1745. The son, Capt. Joseph Hodges, Jr., 
was killed in this French and Indian war. 

"June ye 6th. I went to breakfast at Lyman's, and staid 
until our Company came up. 

" Then we marched to Jonathan Graves in Cold Spring, S 
miles from Lyman's. 

** There I hired Jabex Doggett to go back to git my coat, 
which was left whore our Company staid last night at Soot's, 9 
miles back, and I staid until he came bock again. 

"Then we two went on after our Company to Hadley, which 
was nine miles, and got there about nine o'clock at night. 

" June ye 7. We mustered our men to go over to Northamp- 
ton, but we did not go untill the aflcmoon ; then were all car- 
ried over and billitod out upon the Province cost in Hampton 
Town, 2 mile. 

"June ye 8. Wo staid waiting for orders. 

"June ye 9. We drnwed ffcven days' nllowanco to carry to 
Qrccn Hush, and In tlio afternoon we inarched and eucnnipod 
in tliu wo<m1s. 

"June ye 10. We marched to a 'Tavern in the woods and staid 
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nntill the Regiment oame up, and then marohed until! ntght ; 
then enoaupod, sot out our Oentrys, and went to sleep. 

''June 11, Sunday. Wo marched till aliout noon Uirough mud 
and water, over hills and mountains, the worst way that erer 
wiis, and about 2 o'olook in the aftornoon oamo up a thunder 
shower and wet us as wet as we could l>e. 

"We marched a little further, and encamped and set our 
Centrys. 

" John Bennett and Peres Cobb went back 2 mile to fetch a 
sick man belonging to Capt. Ilodges, who was gone forward. 

"June ye 12. We marohed to Pautoosuok first; got there a 
little before night, mustered our men, and took IS for Quard. 

"June ye 13. I made a Return to our Adjutant, and then we 
marohed to another fort and staid there a little while, and then 
we marohed until night, and encamped with Capt. Hodges and 
Capt. Cary, and took 15 men for Quard that night. 

" June ye 14. We marched to the half-way house, which was 
80 miles, to the best of our judgment, from Northampton ; there 
we encamped. 

"Took 6 men for Quard. 

"Juno yc 1ft. Wo marchotl to Qroen BuMh, 12 miles; from 
thence we went up the rivor 2 niilos abuvu Albany, and crossed 
a' River and encamped. 

June ye 16, Friday. We drawed our allowance of meat, flour, 
rice, and butter. 

" At night took 3 men for Quard. 

"June 17th, Saturday. We drawed our guns out of the stores 
and ammunition, tents in part. 

" Took 3 men for guard. 

"Juno ye 18, Sunday. We went to meeting in the forenoon, 
hoard Mr. Hitchcock preach, and then proparod to march. 

" I wont up in a Battoo as far as Col. Schuyler's, and thoro 
staid all night. I was taken not well. 

"June ye 10. We marched to the half moon. 

" Qood Travelling, but we had throe Rivers to wade over. 

" I was sick all day, but I made out to follow ye company. 

" June ye 20. We marohed to about halfway to the Stillwater, 
and encamped. 

" Took 15 men for Quard. 

"June ye 21. We marched to Stillwater, 15 miles, and 
encamped. 

"Took 15 men for Quard. 

** June ye 22. We marohed to Saratoga, 14 miles, and en- 
camped. Took 10 men for Quard, and I went on myself. 

"June 23. Wo marched to Fort Miller; from there our Com- 
pany went in Batroos to fort Edward ; gut thore about sunset. 

" Took 8 men and a Corporal for Quard. 

"Juno yo 24. Wo Drawed the Ro«t of our arms. Draughted 
out 7 men to go to fort Miller, and there to stay under the com- 
mand of Capt. Bourne. 

"Took 12 men and a Serg^ for Quard. 

"June the 25, Sunday. We were alarmed by the Regulars, 
and Drawed Allowance for 7 days. 

"Took 8 men for Quard and ye Ensign. 

" Juno2A, Monday. Drawed 3 days' Allowance. 

" Qot our men ready to maroh. 

" Took 8 men and a Serg^ for Quard. 

"Juno ye 27. We marched to the half-way brook, 7 miles, 
pitched toots, look 6 mon and a Corp^ for Quard. 

"June 28. Wo struck our tents about sunrise, and marohod 
to Lake George, (jot there about 12 o'clock, 7 miles. Thore we 
heard Ciipe Breton was taken. We pitched our tents in order. 
I bought a quarter of mutton and gave one dollar for it. 

"June 20. I made Return of all the men that had been in 
Seige, and all Carpenters and Masons. Took 4 men and a Serg^ 
for the main Quard, and a Corp* and 3 mon to Quard theprovoo. 



"June the 80. We took out a Lieut, and 10 men to work 
upon the Blook House and 8 for Quard. 

" Nathan Cary, of Capt. Cary's Coui|>auy, was shot by acci- 
dent with a ball, which went through his body, but we hope be 
will gitt well. 

"July 1. We took out 7 men to work on the Port, and 8 for 
Quard, and reoeived orders if any man was found a Gaming 
he should reoeive 300 Lashes Imediately. 

" July 2^. Qot my Qun mended, which eost me half a dol- 
lar. Took out two of our men, tIs., Obadiah Sampson and 
Simeon Fuller, whiob were sick, and sent them down to Fort 
Edward in a waggon. Corp* Billington was taken very siek. 

" July the 3. We drew up into a Rigament. 

" Drawed out all those that would go in whale boats, and all 
of them reoeived Cartouch Boxes and Tomhnwks, and drawed 
allowance for 5 days in pork and flour and one of fresh beef. 

" July 4^. The whale Boat men drawed up into a body, fired 
off all their pieees, then drawed 80 rounds a peioe of powder 
and ball, then received orders to l»e ready to maroh next morn- 
ing at day-break. 

" July 5. Wo Qot into our whale boats before sunrise, and 
rowed ofl' alM»ut a mile, and staid until CoP Bnulstreot gavu us 
orders to go forward. 

" Col. Doty's Rig» went ohiefiy in whale boats. 

" Bach boat oarcied about 10 men, the battoes and the rest of 
our army followed with all our stores, and we went down the 
Lake as far as where Coll. Parker, had his fight last year. 
There we landed upon that point. See several men's bones lay 
thoro. Some of our men found a gun and sovomi other things 
that was lost in the fight. From thence we rowed alniut a mile 
and stopped and oat some victuals, and htaid till about seven 
o'clock at night, then we got out agnin and rowed all uigliU 

"July 0. We stoped about a mile below the Advanced 
Quard, and staid untill the battoes came up, and then we in our 
whale boats was ordered to row up and land, which we did, a 
little below the Quard without damage, although we was fired 
upon. 

" We landed and ran np to an old breast work. 

" Then we see the French striking their tents and running off. 

" Major Rogers and his men ran over after them, and killed 
2 or 3 of them. 

" After the battoes were all landed, several Rigt* of Rugulars 
and Rangers, and some of our Provincials, marched towards the 
Narrows, and met a party of French and Indians, and had a 
fight. 

" We lost about 20 men, and took ISO prisoners. 

" liord Howe was killed that day, st night. They came into 
a breastwork that we had mmie a little ImIow the advanced 
guard and slepL 

" July ye 7. Coll. Doty's Rig^ went out upon a scout as far 
as where they had the fight, but see nothing bnt dead men and 
packs. 

"Thence we returned back to our breastwork, and about the 
middle of the afternoon we marohed within a mile of the Nar- 
rows, where the Regulars and some other Rig^ had encamped 
by a saw-mill. 

"July 8^. We marched with the Light Infantry. 

" They went forward. Col. Doty brought up the rear in sight 
of the Fort. 

"There we drawed up 4 deep, the Light Infantry about 10 
rodfi before us, expecting every moment to be fired upon. 

" In the mean time Col. Johnson with a party of Indians 
upon the wost side of yo lake, uiurcliud up to the top of a hill, 
where he with his Indians fired upon the fort, with tho hideous 
yelling of the Indians, the worst noise I over heard, and drove 
a party of French into the lake. 
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"About olovon o*olook tho Ro|;iiUrt inarohod up, and all the 
UIicnIo Tslnndcrp, antl a little past 12 o'oltHsk thoj began to fire 
upon the French at the breattwork, which was made of heaped 
timber and a trcnoh around it, ^ery strong, which was built 
after we drove the advanced guard off. 

" Had we gone forward at oar first landing we ooald have 
got the ground. 

"The Regulars drawed up before the breastwork and fought 
against it with small arms 5 hours. 

"The French would fire upon them with their Artillery, and 
with ono field pioco killed 18 <]rona4liors dead u|N>n the spot. 

" The number of men loxt is not ascorlainod, but by all ac- 
counts we lost 3000 besides wounded. 

" Had Major Rogers had his liberty and done as be intended, 
we should have drawed them out of their breastwork. 

" Rut Coll. Rradstreet oome up with his RigS and drove Qn 
and lost most all his men. 

" Our Artillery oome up the lake allmott to us, and then was 
ordcrcfi back, I know not for what reason. 

" And towards night we was ordered back to the Advanced 
guard, and got there about o'clock. 

" Wo ha<l nothing to oat, the allowance we had before we set 
out from Lake George was not enough for one day, and we got 
no more until! we got back. 

" Jabes Doggett was wounded. 

" July 0. We was ordered to go on iMwrd our boats and go 
back to Jjake George, which we did, and rowed all day without 
any thing to eat. 

" Wo got back about sunset, and could draw no allowance 
untill next day, and so had nothing to eat that night. 

"July 10. We drawed allowance of pork, flour, and rice, and 
butter. 

" Our company was most all sick by reason of the late fight. 

"July 11. We laid in our tents; had nothing to do but 
guarding. 

"July 12. Ditto. 

"July 1.3. Wc had orders to remove our tents beyond the old 
Fort, but before we bad done pitching them we had orders to 
remove them back again. 

"July U. Nothing to do. 

"July 15. We went out a hunting. John Barker killed a 
bear, and there was 3 French Prisoners taken upon the lake by 
a party sent down to the Island to stay there ss spies. 

" July 10, Sunday. We struck our tents and marched for Fort 
Edward. 

" Wo marcho<l as far as the half-way brook and there we met 
Capt. Pratt. 

" From thence we marched to Fort Edward. Got there about 
sunset. 

"July 17. Struck our tents and marched to Saratoga, and 
there drawed two days allowance, and then marched about a 
mile and a half nnd pitcho<1 our tonts in the Long field. 

"July IS. Wo fftruck our tonts about sunrise and marched for 
Stillwater. Got there al)out 10 o'clock. Wc had 2 carts to our 
company to carry our pucks. 

"From there we marohod to the half-way house between 
Stillwater and the half-moon and there pitched our tents. 

"There was two killed and scalped at Soattercook . 

"July 10. Wo marcliod down to the half-moon and pitched 
our tents. 

"There a great many of our men went over the river intend- 
ing to go homo. 

" There I was taken very sick. 

" July 20, I took out of the stores one pint of wine, one bowl 
of Snngarrcs and ono pnnnd of plumbs. 

"July 21. I took out of the storos ono pint of wine. 



i< 



July 22. We were ordered to load up our tents and packs. 
Our tents we loailed, but they would not load their paoks, snd 
when we were ordered to March, Oapt. Keen's men clubbed their 
fire-locks and followed Serg* Rogers and several from other eom- 
panys. 

" We were all ordered to surround them, and then look away 
their fire^locks, and carried them baok to the barracks and eon- 
fined them. 

" The two Serg**, vis., Rogers and Cashing, were pinioned, 
and 4 more sent down to Albany thnt night. 

"The rest wore kept untill further orders. 

"July 23. Wo brought the prisoners out and, after the Col. 
had reproved them, released them, and we marched np to Low- 
den's ferry, and went over and encamped in tenti and barracks. 

"July ye 24. We marched to Soheneotedy, and got there 
about sunset, which was 14 miles. Pitched our tenti. A very 
rainy night. 

"July 25. Drawed 3 days allowance. Col. Worster's Reg*, 
marched for the German Flats. 

"July 20. Staid waiting for orders. The men almost all sick. 

" July 27. Ditto. Ye 28 we drawed allowance to carry us to 
the greet carrying place. 

"July 20. Our Rig' marched for the German flats; they 
mostly went in battoes. 3 staid behind, being not well, and so 
did a great many of our company. 

"July 30. We that staid behind laid in the barracks. 

"July 31. A little past noon we had a shock of an earth- 
quake. 

"August 1*^ A little before day there was another shock of 
an earthquake. 

" August 2tt'. Coll. Doty set out after his Regt. We that 
were left behind, which were 28 in number, had nothing to do. 
At night Sergt. Cole and I drawed a good mess of squashes out 
of the Dutch stores. 

" August 3>^<. Our men that wore left behind at tho half-moon 
and Albany came to us. 

"August 4*1*. Sergt. Cule and I wont a hunting, and killed a 
partridge, a blsok squirrel, and a pigeon. 

"August 5. Several more of our men oame up from Albany 
and joined us. Lieut. Sears came np with them. 

" August 0. Sunday I went to meeting in the forenoon, but 
I did not understand one word that was said. We heard that 
Cape Breton was taken, and at night Ensign Johnson made a 
bonfire for the good news. 

"August 7. I and Sergt. Cole went a hunting. I killed a 
raven Hying. As a Dutchman was taking down his gun to go 
a hunting his gun went ofl' by accident and shot his wife dead 
on ye spot. I received a letter from home. 

" August 8. Changed my clothes and went to the Dutch 
funeral. ' 

"August 0. We drawed 'days allowance. I went with a 
party to load battoes, and hoard Mr. llitohoock preach from 
Psalms. 

"August 10. I and 4 more of our company set out to go to 
German flatts, under command of Lt. Ilesokiah Holmes, who 
had 140 under his command. That night wo encamped. 

"August II. Set out again with our battoes, which was the 
worst work that I ever did. We worked all day and got about 
4 miles. 

" August 12. Arohtpus Cole left us. 

"August 13. We laid still all day by reason that about 30 of 
our roon were taken sick and sent back. 

"August 14. We sot out with 5 men in a battoe, snd went 
as far an tho Jolly Irishman's house and encamped. 

"August 15. We staid at tho Jolly Irishman's all day by 
roason of the rain. 
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** August 16. We went up the river aboTO Jobnion'a fort and 
encamped. 

" Auguat 17. We went 3 milei above Hunter*! fort and en- 
oamped. 

''Aug'. 18. Wo made the bott of our way up the rivor. 

"Aug*. 19. We went up the river about 2 milee and bad a 
Oourt martial upon Mioah Collins for swearing and gitting 
drunk, and condemned him to have 50 lashes, but bis execution 
was deferred on bis good l>ehavior. 

" Aug^ 20. We went up the river beyond fort Ilendriok and 
encamped. 

" Aug^ 21. We got to the llltle carrying place about 10 at 
night. 

" Aug^ 22. Wo had 2 waggons to carry over our loading. 

" AugK 23. We staid waiting for our loading and battoes to 
be carried over and held a court martial upon John Doten, of 
Capt. Carey's company, and condemned him to have 35 lashes. 

** August 24. Got all our provisions carried over. 

'* August 25. We all marched over to the other landing, and 
there our company was divided into 3 parts. 80 went forward, 
and Lieut. Holmes and Williams' 25 was stationed at the little 
carrying place, under Lieut, llobinson 25 went down to fort 
Hendrick." 

The Bevolutionary War. — From in or near the 
year 1755 to 1775 the local militia of the town of 
Middlehoro' (inoluding what is now Lakevilie) re- 
mained embodied and orgauiKcd as four companies, 
officially designated and generally known as First, 
Second, Third, and Fourth Foot Companies of Mid- 
dleboro*. 

Companies in the local militia at that date consisted 
of able-bodied white male citizens from the age of 
sixteen to that of sixty years, and the geographical 
limits of each company was permanently fixed by 
well-defined metes and bounds as much as those of 
parishes and school districts. 

The militia of Middleboro', from the date of the 
incorporation of Plymouth County, vis., June 2, 
1685, to 1775, a period of some ninety years, re- 
mained as a part of the First Regiment in that county, 
and at the commencement of the war of American 
Revolution the officers holding military commissions 
at.Hiddleboro' were as follows : 

Major of First Regiment^ Ebenezer Sproutt. 

First Company^ Nathaniel Wood, captain. 

Second Compant/, Nathaniel Smith, captain ; Nehe- 
miah Allen, lieutenant ; and Samuel Barrows, ensign. 

Third Compa/ny^ Benjamin White, captain. 

Fourth Company ^ William Canedy, captain ; John 
Nelson, lieutenant. 

That all holding commissions in the local militia 
did not respond at the country's first cry of distress, 
at what has come generally to be known as the 
'* Lexington Alarm" (April 19, 1775), is perhaps 
less remarkable than that any of those persons did in 
view of the pains that had been taken to have all such 
commissions conferred upon and held by Tories. 



Hutchinson's " Hbtory of Massachusetts," vol. iii. 
page 390, in desoribing events as late as 1773, says, 
**The Governor' still had no apprehension of even a 
wish in the body of the people of the Province to 
separate from the Kingdom, and at the desire of the 
house of representatives made a general settlement 
of the militia through the province, being only care- 
ful to give commissions to such persons as wore well 
affected to gqvemment as far as he oould inform 
himself." 

Officers commissioned in 1773, because of their 
supposed Toryism, would not bo thoeto most likely to 
lead off in the cause of the Whigs in the early part 
of 1775, whether residing at Middleboro* or elsewhere 
in Massachusetts, although, as the fact proved, some 
of them did, but still a large number throughout the 
province remained passive spectators or camo out 
boldly and defiantly on the side of the king and Parlia- 
ment, and both by words and deeds opposed the sons 
of liberty in their efforts to break the shackles of 
bondage. 

To meet the exigencies of this occasion, the Revo- 
lutionary patriots at Middleboro*, luf elsowheru, set 
about raising and organizing military associations 
that were called '* minute-inen," from the fact that 
each member agreed to respond to the country's call 
at a moment's notice, and these companies of minute- 
men throughout Plymouth County were embodied as 
a regiment of minute-men, armed, equipped, drilled, 
and disciplined, and being mainly composed of young 
men, was doubtless the most effective regiment at that 
time existing in the county. 

Throe of these companies of ** niiiiute-mon" wore 
raised in Middleboro*, and promptly responded at the 
" Lexington alarm," April 19, 1775. 

The names of the officers and soldiers of those 
three companies then called into actual service were 
as follows : 

FIRST COMPANY OF MINUTK-MBN. 
ComiHi9*ioned Ojffloert, 

Willi*m Shaw, capt. Wm. Thompson, ens. 

Joshna Benson, Jr., lient. 



^ The Governor of Massschusetts was then as now ex offiqio 
captain-general and coinmandor-in-chief of the local militia in 
tho then province, but now State of Massaoliiisotts. Tliu gov- 
ernor could revoke a militarjr commission at his own pleasure, 
but be oould not thus annul or cancel a civil commission with- 
out the concurrence and aid of his council. Thus wore Whigs 
ejected unceremoniously from their commissions in the local 
militia, and Turios, by Oovornor Thomas llutchiiiKon, mado to 
supply thoir places, in rosponso, as ho said, to Ihu oxprtiMiiHl 
'' desire of the House of lloprcscntiitivos." 
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Non'CommiM$i<m€d OJietrt, 

David ThomM. Job lUndall, ooqi. 

Ebouctcr Cobb (2d). John Boule, oorp. 

Jnmcs Rraithy sorgt. Peter Bntes, eorp. 

Caleb Bryant, sergt. Jamee Cobb, oorp. 

Mwnciatu, 
8y W. llaymond, dmmmer. Samael Torrey, Afer. 

Samael Raymond (2d). 
Eliphalet Thomai. 
SylTnniis llonnott (3d). 
Joteph Tbomas. 
William Le Uaron. 
John Perkini. 
Joseph Shaw. 
Joshua Rddy. 
Soth Bddy. 
Joseph Cliaml>er1ain. 
Ebeneser Bennett. 
Bbeneser Briggs (8d). 
Asa Barrows. 
Benjamin Barden. 
Jacob Thomas. 
Nathan Darling. 
John Sampson. 
Thomas Shaw. 
Japeth Le Bnron. 
Abiezer Le Baron. 
Joseph Bennett. 

Abstract. — Captain, I ; lieutenant, 1 ; ensign, 1 ; sergeants, 
4; oorporals, 4; musioians, 2; private soldiers, 42: total, 66. 



Blisha Thomas. 
Nelson Finney. 
liOUUiol Harlow. 
Isaac Thompson. 
Edmund Wood, Jr. 
Zenas Cushman. 
Joseph Pratt. 
Phincas Thomas. 
Caleb Thompson, Jr. 
Klinha PaildiKsk. 
Nathan BennetL 
John Soule, 2d. 
Gideon Cobb. 
Eliakim Barlow. 
Epbraim Cushman. 
Barnabas Cushman. 
Ichabod Benson. 
Elionoxor Raymond. 
Solomon Raymond. 
Thomas Bates. 
Asa Benson. 



SECOND COMPANY OF MINUTE-MEN. 
Gmumitnhurti OJJietrn, 

Isaac Wood, capt. Abram Townsend, ens. 

Cornelius Tinkham, lieut. 

Non-Commintioned Officer; 

Abner Bourne, sergt. Samuel Wood, eorp. 

Joseph Holmes, sergt. Fozel Thomas, eorp. 

John Benson, sergt. Abner Nelson, oorp. 

William Harlow, sergt. Joseph Churchill, eorp. 

Iftwteians. 



Peregrine While, drum- 
mer. 



PrivaU$, 



Rbliert Sproutt. 
George Sampson. 
Josiah Harlow. 
Gershom Foster. 
Ebenoser Kims. 
Consider Barden. 
Conridor Fuller. 
John Barrows. 
Jolin Townsend, Jr. 
Gideon South worth. 
John Smith (3d). 
Samuel Wood, Jr. 
Rlisha Clark. 
Abraham Parrirt. 
Noah llolmoH (2il). 
KI)ono7,nr Harrows, Jr. 
Elislia Poirro. 
Abishai Sampson. 



Seth Fuller, fifer. 



Samuel Ransom. 

James Peiree. 

Job Smith. 

Seth Sampson. 

Levi Peiree. 

George Williamson. 

Abiol Chase. 

John Tinkham, Jr. 

Nathaniel Holmes (3d). 

Poleg Hathaway. 

Pctor Hoar. 

Andrew Cole. 

Aaron Gary. 

Bartlott Handy. * rfffldj 

Arodi Poiroo. 

John Holloway. 

James Ashley. 

Levi Jones. 



Samuel Barrows. 
Peter Miller. 
George Thomas. 
Thomas Wood (2d). 
Bb. Howland. 
Moses Sampson. 
Daniel Tinkham. 
Elisha Rider. 
Isaac Cushman. 
Abraham Shaw. 
Samael Muxam. 
James Shaw. 



Jotham Caswell. 
William Read (3d). 
Ephraim Reynolds. 
Jonathan Hall. 
Joseph Hathaway. 
Samuel Parris. 
Bbeneser Hinds. 
Philip Hathaway. 
Isaae Hathaway. 
John Townsend. 
Henry Peiroe. 



AnsTRACT. — Captain, 1 ; lieutenant, I ; ensign, I ; sergeants, 
4 ; corporals, 4 ; musioians, 2 ; private soldiers, 69 : total, 72. 

THIRD COMPANY OF MINUTE-MEN. 

CommiMniontd Officer », 

Amos Wade, capt. Lemuel Wooil, ensign. 

Archipus Cole, lieut. 

Non-Coniwii99ion€d OjffUtr; 

Isaac Perkins, sergt. Joseph Tapper, sergt. 

lohabod Churchill, sergt. Isaiah Keith, eorp. 

Isaac Shaw, sergt. Lot Eaton, eorp. 

Mwiieinn; 
John Shaw, drummer. Daniel White, fifer. 



Privatet, 



Zebulon Vaughn. 
Abner Pratt. 
Nathan Pratt. 
Joseph Leonard (6th). 
EInathan Wood. 
Joseph Hathaway. 
Miohiiol Leonard. 
David Weston. 
Samuel Pratt. 
William Fuller. 
James Keith. 
Silas Leonard. 
Stephen Robinson. 
Daniel Hills. 
Stephen Richmond. 
Lazarus Hathaway. 
Peter Tinkham. 
Thomas Harlow. 



John Drake. 
Levi Hathaway. 
Moses Leonard. 
Solomon Howard. 
Nathaniel Richmond. 
Jonathan Washburn. 
Thomas Cobb. 
Edmund Richmond. 
Seth Richmond. 
Asa Richmond. 
Joseph Leonard (8d). 
Solomon Reals. 
Jonathan Richmond. 
Zephanlah Shaw. 
Elijah Alden. 
Joseph Clark. 
Benjamin Hafferd. 



Abstract. — Captain, 1 ; lieutenant, 1 ; ensign, I ; sergeants^ 
4 ; oorporals, 2 ; musioians, 2 : private soldiers, 36 : total, 46. 

RscAriTULATioN. — First Company, 66; Seeond Company, 
72; and Third Company, 4A: total, 173. 

This force of one hundred and seventy-three men 
from Middleboro' that, as a part of Plymouth County 
regiment of minute-men, promptly responded to the 
country*8 " first call," reduced by just that number 
the "rank and file** of the four standing companies 
of local militia in the town, so that had all which 
still remained in those companies been agreed in the 
ofTort to resist kingly authority and mustered for the 
defense of liberty, their number would have been 
comparatively small ; but all who remained of those 
companies wore not united in patriotic principles, thus 
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rendering the effective force of those companies still 
smaller. 

And yet an effort was made to bring out the local 
militia of Middlcboro* on the cvor-mcmdrable 19th of 
April, 1775, and unite that body with the minute- 
men in resisting royalty, which effort was attended 
with results as follows : 

First Company of the local militia of Middlcboro', 
that responded at the Lexington alarm, April 19, 
1775 : 

OommUnoned Offieert, 

Nathaniel Wood, oapt. Joseph Smith (2d), •na. 

Amos Washburn, Heat. 

Non-ihmmUtioned Offieert, 

Zeboiloo Sproult, lergt. John Piokont, oorp. 

Jesse Vaughan, sergt. Amos Wood, oorp. 

Bbonexer Thomas, sergt. Joseph Bills, oorp. 

Barnoy Cobb, sergt. Solomon Dunham, oorp. 

MimeiaH§, 
Zebedee Pratt, drummer. William Clapp, fifer. 



Privat€9, 



Caleb Thompson. 
William Bennett. 
Nathan Wood. 
Seth Miller. 
Kphraim Thoiniif, Jr. 
William Armstrong. 
Isaao Bryant. 
Israel Rickard. 
Bllsha Cox. 
William Raymond. 
Joseph Redding. 
John Darling. 
Bbonoxor Smith. 
James Thomas. 
Pores Thomas. 
Andrew Cushman. 
Micah Leaoh. 
WiUiam Wood. 
DaTid Shaw. 
John Hackett. 



Zurashada Palmer. 
Qeorge Richmond. 
George Leonard. 
Bleaxer Thomas. 
Sainuol Pickens, Jr. 
Joseph Vaughan, Jr. 
Benjamin Leonard. 
Nathan Leonard. 
Jacob Miller. 
Nathaniel Thompson. 
Jonathan Sampson. 
Jonathan Ryder. 
Samuel Raymond. 
Solomon Thomas. 
Soili Pol roe. 
Caleb Tinkham. 
Joseph Richmond, Jr. 
Samuel Rickard. 
Dairid Vaughan. 
Bdmund Wood. 



Abstraot. — Captain, 1 ; lieutenant, I ; ensign, I ; sergeants, 
4; corporals, 4; musicians, 2; private soldiers, 40: total, 63. 

Second Company in the Local Militia of Mid- 
dleboro*. — To put this company in a condition to 
respond at the Lexington alarm was attended with 
considerable difficulty, as neither of its commissioned 
officers at that date would so fur commit hinisolf as to 
lead this company to fight for liberty, and hence officers 
had to be selected to supply their places, and in doing 
which the choice for a commander fell upon Capt. Abiel 
Peirce, a veteran officer of the French and Indian war. 

The Second Company, when it, with the '^ embat- 
tled farmers, stood and fired the shot heard round the 
world," was officered by and consisted of the follow- 
ing-named persons : 



OommUtwfMd Ojfficert, 
Abiel Peirce, capt. DenJ. Darling, ensign. 

Joseph Macomber, lieut. 

NoH'Oitmmi—itmed OJfictrw, 
Joslah Smith, sergt. RachoUur Rennott, cor|). 

Richard Peirce, sergt. Jeddodiah Lyon, oorp. 

Bllas Miller, Jr., sergt. Samuel Bddy, oorp. 

Job Macomber, sergt. John Rly, oorp. 

If tistotaNs. 
Caleb Simmons, drummer. Nathaniel Foster, flfer. 

Private; 
Job Peirce. , John Fry. 

Samuel Hoar. John Douglas, Jr. 

David Thomas (2d). Bbeneier L. Bennett. 

Michael Mosher. Samuel Miller. 

Jesse Pratt. Isaac Canedy. 

Jacob Ilayford. Daniel Reynolds. 

Job Hunt. Rufus Weston. 

Henry Bishop. Ziba Baton. 

Consider Howland. Isaao Miller. 

Noah Clark. Nohemiah Peirce. 

Cornelius Hosklns. Samuel Bennett. 

John Rogers. Joshua Thomas. 

Lebbeus Simmons. Calvin Johnson. 

Caleb Wood. Joshua Read. 

John Boothe. Cryspus Shaw. 

Ithamer HasklnB. James Willis. 

John Reynolds. Sylvanus Churchill. 

Nathaniel Macomber. Samuel Maoomlier. 

Levi Jones. Richard Oroey. 

Joslah Bull til, Jr. Israel Tliuuias. 

Malachi Howland, Jr. Ichabod Read. 

Zaohariah Paddook, Jr. Samuel Ransom. 

Rufus Howland. Daniel Jacket. 
Sylvanus Perrington. 

Abstract. — Captain, 1 ; lieutenant, I ; ensign, I ; sergeantSy 
4 ; corporals, 4 ; musicians, 2 ; private soldiers, 47 : total, 60. 

Thus it appears from strictly reliable evidence that 
upon that ever-memorable day when the blood of 
murdered freemen wet the sods of Lexington and 
Concord, and, like the blood of righteous Abel, cried 
for vengeance from the ground, the ancient town of 
Hiddleboro', then embracing the present township of 
Lakeville, sent five companies to the field of bloody 
strife, the numbers of which the present dwellers in 
those towns have reason to be proud of, and that the 
same may hereafter be readily referred to and easily re- 
membered, we present a condensed abstract in tabular 
form : 

Mliiiito.M«n OowMils- Moii.Oom. Prl- TuIhI. 

First Company 3 10 42 56 

Second Company 3 10 50 72 

Third Company 3 8 35 4G 

Looal Militia: 

First Company 3 10 40 53 

Second Company 3 10 47 60 

Totol 15 48 223 2Stt 

Capt. Nathaniel Wood, who led the first company 
in the local militia of Middlcboro* in the field at the 
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*< Lexington Alarm/* April 19, 1775, raised a com- 
pany for Col. Simeon Carey *8 regiment in the patriots' 
army, and was put upon duty in Roxbury. The in- 
spection-roll of Capt. Nathaniel Wood's company, 
April 1, 1776, bore the following names : 

Commu9ioH€d OJi€er§. 

Nathnniol Wood, oiipt Job Pioree, 2d lienL 

Joseph Topper, lieat Jesse Vaughan, ens. 

Non-Gommitiioned OJleera, 

Caleb Uryanl, xorgt Uenjniniii Hoed, oorp. 

Andrew McCulljr, sergt Josiah Jones, oorp. 

Willian) Dennett, sergt John Sampson, oorp. 

Joseph Holmes, sergt. Nathaniel Sampson, oorp. 

MHaieian§, 



SyWaniis llaymond, dnim- 
mor. 



PHvaUt, 



Joseph Aldrioh. 
Philip Austin. 
Isaac Brjant. 
Stephen Bryant. 
BI>enoxer BennetL 
Kbeiiosor Harden. 
Dnvid Bates. 
Benjamin Cobb. 
Gideon Cushman. 
Robert Cushman. 
Abel Cole. 
Abel Cole, Jr. 
James Cobb. 
George Caswell. 
Jonathan Caswell. 
Zob. Oaswoll. 
Goorge Clemens. 
Nathan Darling. 
Paul Dean. 
Bphraim Dunham. 
Sy Iran us Baton. 
Zibe Bston. 
Thomas Bills. 
Bphraim Bddy. 
Andrew Fuller. 
Thomas Foster. 
Edward Gisby. 
John Holmes. 

George . 

Joshua Howland. 
John Jones. 
Consider Jones. 
Thomas Johnson. 
Jonathan Morse. 



Daniel White, Afer. 



John Maoomber. 
William Peoker. 
John Raymond. 
Samuel Raymond. 
Tiuiao Rider. 
Nathan Riohmond. 
Daniel Shaw. 
Nnthaniel Shaw. 
Aaron Simmons. 
Josiah Smith. 
Exra Smith. 
James Soule. 
Barnabas Sampson. 
John Strowbridge. 
Goorgn Strowbridge. 
Samuel Thstohor. 
Samuel Thatcher, Jr. 
Eliph. Thomas. 
Bleaser Thomas. 
Darld Thomas. 
Benjamin Thomas. 
Silas Townsend. 
John Thomas. 
Amos Wood. 
Peter Wood. 
Abner Vaughan. 
Bphraim Wood. 
Robert Wood. 
Jaoob Wood. 
Samuel Wood. 
Darid Shaw. 
Thomas Shaw. 
Andrew Warren. 



Abstract. — Commissionod officers, 4; non-commissioned 
officers, 8 ; musicians, 2 ; private soldiers, 67 : total strength 
or available force, 81. 

Capt. Abiel Peirce, who led the second company 
of the local militia on the occasion known as the 
"Lcxinf^ton Alnrin," soon after raised a company for 
Col. Nicholas Dikc*s regiment in the patriot army, 
and was placed on duty near Boston. 

Capt. Peirce*s company was raised at large in the 



towns of Abington, Bridgewater, and Wareham, and 
numbered in rank and file sixty-nine officers and sol- 
diers. The names of those furnished by the town of 
Middleboro* were as follows : 

Oommit»ioH«d Ojfficer, 
Abiel Pel roe, oapt. 
NoH-ChmmiuioHed Officer: 
Josiah Harlow, sergt James Peiroe, oorp. 

Private: 



Joseph Booth. 
William Bryant 
Ebeneser Borden. 
James Bump. 
Isaac Ballinton. 
lohabod Cushman. 
John Fry. 
Nathan lloskins. 
Jonathan Leonard. 
Timothy Leonard. 
John Harlow. 



Nathan Peiroe. 
John Rodding. 
Joseph Richmond. 
Benjamin Reynolds. 
Samuel Snow. 
Jaoob Sherman, 
lohabod Wood. 
Andrew Warren. 
Abner Washburn. 
Solomon Thomas. 
Japhet Le Baron. 



Upon the occasion still known as the '* Rhode 
Island Alarm," in December, 1776, Middleboro' con- 
tributed toward the defense of Rhode Island by send- 
ing to the aid of the patriots of that section the com- 
panies hereafter enumerated : 

FIRST COMPANY OF INFANTRY. 

Commieeioned Offieere, 

Jonah Washburn, liont. James Smith, 2d Heat 

Non- Commi»$ioned Ojffieera, 

Joseph Riiiith, sergt Rbenoxor Pratt, oorp. 

Franois Thompson, sergt. Bei^Jamin Cobb, oorp. 

Caleb Bryant, sergt Ebeneser Vaughan, oorp. 

Isaac Thomas, sergt Nathaniel Wood, oorp. 

Jacob Thomas, sergt. 

lffi«tefaii«. 



Sylvanus Raymond, drum* 
mer. 



Private: 



Samuel Smith. 
Bbcnexer Cobb. 
Jacob Thompson. 
Silns Tinkham. 
William Thompson. 
John McFarlin. 
Isaac Soulo. 
Nathan Darling. 
Jaoob Soule. 
Abiel Leach. 
Ebeneser Bennett. 
John Cobb. 
Zenas Cushmnn. 
Luther Redding. 
Nathaniel Billington. 
Samuel Raymond. 
John Raymond. 
John Soule. 
Ephraim Thomas. 
Jacob Miller. 
Daniel Thomas. 
Joseph Cushman. 



Franois Bent, fifer. 



lohabod Cushman. 
Robert Cushman. 
Samuel Torrey. 
Jonathan Porter. 
Thomas Foster. 
Jesse Vanghan. 
Sylranus Harlow. 
Thomas Ellis. 
Charles Ellis, Jr. 
Samuel Eddy, Jr. 
Ebeneser Briggs. 
Joseph Briggs. 
Daniel Ellis. 
Willard Thomas. 
Samuel Snow. 
John Redding. 
James Tinkham. 
Jamos Soule. 
KIkanah Bennett. 
Solomon Thomas. 
Noah Thomas. 
Ephraim Wood. 



1002 



HISTOBY OP PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 



Job ThoiDM. 
John Porkina. 
Jacob Thompson. 
Jo8«ph Holmes. 
Btlward Wood, Jr. 
Qideon Cobb. 
Nathan Cobb. 
Blisha Freeman. 
Job Randall. 
Blisha Cox. 



Benjamin Thomas. 
Blisha Thomai. 
Cyrus Keith. 
Thomas Bates. 
William S<uile. 
Charlee Bills. 
Zachariah Paddook. 
Isaao Thompson. 
A polios Paddook. 
Joseph Bllis. 



Abstract. — Commissioned offioers, 2 ; non-oommlssioned offi- 
cers, ; musicians, 2 ; private soldiers, 64 : total, 77. 

TBIRD COMPANY OP INFANTRY. 

Oomtni9»ion€d Officer; 

William Tupper, oapt. John Murdoch, Heat. 

Non'OommU$\tmtd Officer 9, 



Bseck Howland. 
Seth Keen. 



John Douglaa. 



Samuel Baton, sergt. 
Nathaniel Wilder, sergt. 
Benjamin Leonard, sergt. 
Sylvan us Warren, sergt. 

/Vivo/et. 

Theophilus Crocker. 
David Watson. 
Joseph Bumpus. 
Peres Leonard. 
BInathan Wood. 
Ziba Baton. 
Jabcs Cushman. 
Zophaniah Morton. 
Mioah Bryant. 
Lemuel Wood. 
Benjamin Darling. 
Benjamin White. 
Cornelius Bllis. 
Jepthah Ripley. 
Isaiah Washburn. 



Abner Pratt, oorp. 
Joseph Leonard, oorp. 
Peter Tinkham, oorp. 



Jesse Bryant. 
Ephraim Wood. 
Bbeneter Williams, Jr. 
Zebadeo Pratt. 
Joseph Burden. 
Bbenoser Wood. 
Joseph Leonard. 
JoBoph Bumpus. 
Samuol Rood. 
Joeeph Bates. 
William Cobb. 
William Cushman. 
Philip Leonard. 
Phineas Pratt. 
Bxra Tupper. 
Blisha Tinkham. 



Aroliipiis Colo. 

Abstract. — Commissioned officers, 2 ; non-commissioned offi- 
cers, 7; private soldiers, 32 : total, 41. 

FOURTH COMPANY OF INFANTRY. 
Oommi^tioncd Offietrt. 
Job Pel roe, capt. Samuel Hoar, 2d Heat. 

Josiah Smith, Heut. 

Non-CommunoHcd Officer; 

Bboncxer Hinds, sorgt. Bnos Raymond, sergt. 

Abraham Peirce, sergL Seth Ramsdell, oorp. 

Bsra Clark, sergt. 

Mutician, 
Roger Clark, drummer. 



Privatei, 



Henry Peiroo. 
Isaac Howland. 
Enos Peirce. 
James Peirce. 
Isaac Parris. 
Stephen Hiithaway. 
Moses Parris. 
John Hinds. 
Braddock Hoar. 
Abiel Chase. 
Zebadee Boothe. 



John Allen. 
Samuel Parris. 
John Honk ins. 
Joshua Caswell. 
William Canedy. 
Noble Canedy. 
Qoorgo Puirce. 
Benjamin Reynolds. 
Ephraim Reynolds. 
Lebbeus Simmons. 
John Boothe, Jr. 



Abstract. — Commissioned offioers, 8; non-oommlMioned offi* 
oers, 6 ; mosician, 1 ; private soldiers, 26 : total, 84. 

FIFTH COMPANY OF INFANTRY. 

Oommitiiontd Ojfieer; 

Consider Benson, lient. Sylvanus Cobb, Heut. 

Non'OommisnoHtd Officer; 

Qeorge Shaw, sergt. Benona Lucas, oorp. 

Phineas Thomas, sergt. 



Privatee, 



Roland Benson. 
Asa Benson. 
David Bates. 
Josiah Bryant. 
John Clark. 
Japhet Lebaron. 
Elijah Lebaron. 
Joseph Lovell. 
Thomas Shaw. 
Eleasar Thomas. 



Seth Thomas. 
Sylvanus Thomas. 
James Raymond. 
Stephen RusseH. 
Stephen Washburn. 
John Bennett. 
Bbonesor Cobb. 
Samuel Hackett. 
William Raymond. 
Mark Shaw. 



Abstract. — Commissioned offioers, 2; non-commissioned offi- 
cers, 8 ; private soldiers, 20 : total, 25. 

Goncorntng tlio part tliat the town of Middlcboro', 
in December, 1776, took in the attempt to defend 
llliodo Tnlund from nritiMli iiggreHBioii, it in adviBiililu 
and proper here to state that in the early part of that 
year all the local militia of the towns of Middleboro', 
Rochester, and Wareham were formed into a r^- 
ment, of which the field-officers were as follows: 
Ebenezer Sproutt, of Middleboro*, colonel ; Ebeneser 
White, of Rochester, lieutenant-colonel ; Israel Fear- 
ing, of Wareham, senior major, and John Nelson, of 
Middleboro' (that part now liakeville), junior major. 

Middleboro* at that time had eight companies of 
local militia, Rochester probably had four companies, 
and Wareham two, and doubtless all these fourteen 
companies were in December, 177G, ordered to assist 
temporarily in the defense of Rhode Island, but how 
well these responded to that cull may reasonably be 
inferred from a letter that Senior Maj. Israel Fearing 
addressed to Col. Ebeneser Sproutt, of which the fol- 
lowing is a copy :^ 



1 Junior Major John Nolsun niado a copy of this Icttur that 
Senior Major Israel Fearing, from the regiuiuutal headquarters 
at Fogland Ferry, addressed to Col. Ebeneser Sproutt, in his 
safe quarters at home, which copy Maj. Nulson attested as being 
true. That attested copy is in the possessiou of the writer of 
this historic sketch, as also some other but original writings 
officially runderotl in that camp at Fogland Ferry, «overuly criti- 
cising tho conduct of somo of those ulay-at-liumu fluid ollioers; 
and in ono return from Lieut. Jonah Washburn concerning 
** missing men," he said that he did not know wholher these 
were dead, or had deserted, or gone homo to ad<l to the scare of 
the colonel. 
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" IIkaim;iiaiitkiih FniticTii Ukiiimknt, 

** foil I. A Nil KKiiiir, I. Mil of l>ot«., I77rt. 

" Sir, — In consoquonoo of jroar onlors tho Towns of Koelientor 
and Wiircliam hnve mtittored the wliolo of ilioir military and 
marched thoni accordingly to tho |ilnce required bjr you. 

"Being acloated by the most generous and noble motires, 
the said Towns are generally turned out to the assistance of 
their Sister State. 

" I)ut to my surprise I found the scTeral Companies from 
your Town officered in part, but almost entirely destitute of 
Soldiers. 

" One whole Company hare quitted their post without pay- 
ing any regard to the orders of Col. Cook, the oommander 
here. 

" Rut what is still more surprising to me, I found myself ob- 
liged to take the command of the Regiment, which, consider- 
ing my abilities, is arduous and dissgreeable, and which I de- 
torinino to avail of if you or Col. White do not appear to take 
the eomiiiand of. 

" We are amaxingly in want of men to guard this coast, 
therefore most seriously desire you to send your whole military 
force from Middleborough immediately. 

" I ha?e wrote Col. White to send the other part of the Regi- 
ment. 

" If any |ior8on hereafler return home without a furlow, I 
hope you will send thoin back to their duty. 

" Your humblo Servant, etc., 

** ISRAKL FRARIIfa, 

"Major," 

Maj. Fearing did not Ray that the ** one whole 
company that had quitted their post without paying 
any regard to Col. Cook, the commander/' were Mid- 
dleboro' men, but the intimation that they were is 
certainly strong, and even if bo only five of tho then 
eight companies of tho local militia oF Middleboro* 
reported for duty, nnd hut fcmr oF those five remained 
to perform that duty. 

The pay-rolls at the State- House in Boston show 
that the only field-officers of this Fourth Regiment 
present and doing duty in Rhode Island upon the 
occasion known as the ^' Rhode Island alarm'* in De- 
cember, 1770, were Senior Mnj. Israel Fcjiring, of 
Warcham, and Junior Maj. John Nelson, of what 
was then Middleboro', but now Lakeville. 

In a company raised by Capt. Levi Rounscville, of 
Freetown, for tho Ninth Regiment, in what was then 
probably denominated the Massachusetts army, Mid- 
dleboro' furnished the following-named officers and 
soldiers : 

Cfinitniaitioneil Offirrr, 
Henry Poirce, lieut. 

Non-Commi»»iontd Officern. 
Joseph Mocombor, scrgt. Ililktah Peiroe, corp. 

Job Hunt, sergt. Richard Peirce, corp. 

David Trownnt, sorgt. 

jlf»«*|V|flM. 

Ji<MMiiinl Hiiidei, drummer. 
Privat€», 



Nathan TrowanL 



William Armstrong. 
Joseph Uoothe. 



Anthony Fry. 
Levi Simmons. 



Kphraim Douglas. 
Ilnnry Kvans. 

In the early part of 1777 a company from Middle- 
boro* was sent into service at Rhode Island, of which 
the names of officers and soldiers were as follows : 

Commiaaiontd Officer; 
Henry Peiroe, capt. Qeorgo Shaw, ensign. 

Peter lloar, lieut. 

Non- Committioned Officer* and Mueieiane. 

Amasa Wood. William Ilall. 

Joseph Wood. James LeBaron. 

Daniel Ellis. Nathaniel Cole. 

Roland Leonard. Israel Baton. 

Qeorge Ilaeket. Hasiel Purrinton. 

Privates, 

Churchill Thomas. Ebeneser Ilowland. 

Jeremiah Tinkham. Josiah Kingman. 

Andrew Cobb. Jacob Perkins. 

Samuel Sampson. Luther Pratt. 

James Palmer. Seth Wade. 

Elijah Shaw. Noah Haskell. 

David Fish. Lemuel Raymond. 

Jacob Soule. Manassah Wood. 

Haxiel Tinkham. Francis LoDaron. 

Jabes Vaughan. Asaph Churchill. 

Samuel Barrows. Samuel Thomas. 

Joseph BennetL Nnthaniel Thomas. 

John Morton. Edward Washbum. 

John Morton (2d). William BIy. 

Roland Smith. Joseph Macomber. 

Rounseville Peiroe. Lemuel Briggs. 

Poter Thomas. Jonathan Wesgate. 

Edmund Weston. Bphraim Dunham. 

Joseph Tapper. Isaac Harlow. 

Lemuel Jiyon. Nathaniel Cobb. 

William Littlejohn. Andrew Ricket. 

Daniel Cox. Jonathan Porter. 

Thomas PratL James Porter. 

David Pratt. James SproutL 

Abiel Boothe. John Thrasher. 
Abstract. — Commissioned officers, 3 ; non-commissioned 
officers and musicians, 10 ; private soldiers, 50 : total, 63. 

In what was called the "Secret* Expedition** to 
Rhode Island, in 1777, Capt. Job Peirco led a com- 
pany of Middlcboro* iucd that numbered, in officers 
and soldiers, ninety-two ; but as these have been 
given, both their names, ranks, and relative stations, 
in the history of Lakeville, the reader is referred 
thereto for the more minute particulars. 

Capt. William Tupper also had a company on duty 
at JUiode Island in May and Juno, 1777. 

Names of men enlisted for six months in Rhode 
Island in 1777 : 



Joshua Wood. 
Francis Wood, 
Bxra Thomas. 
Jniiios VAthh. 
Sylvanus Raymond. 
Kphrsim Wood (3d). 
William Wood. 
Peter Tinkham. 



James Barrows. 
Robert Cushman. 
Homos Cushman. 
Zonos Tioivch. 
Peres Cushman. 
Elisha Thomas. 
Thomas Bates* 
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Oapt. Peres Churohiira company, on duty in Rhode 
Island, service commencing Aug. 25, 1778 : 

Ctnnmi$$ioHed Ojirert, 

Peres Oharohill, capt. Jamee Weston, 2d Heat. 

James Shaw, Heat. 

Non-Commi»tioued Oj^cer; 

Samuel Smith, sergi. Stephen Olark, oorp. 

Samuel Nelson, sergt. Luther Redding, oorp. 

Amos Wood, sergt. John Holmes, oorp. 
Nath'l Thompson, sergt. 



Private; 



Eliab AlJon. 
Abner Barrows. 
Isaao Bumpus. 
Robert Barrows. 
Ebenexer Burdin. 
lohabod Burdin. 
Joseph Briggs. 
Barnabas Clark. 
Elijah Dunham. 
John Ellis. 
John Ellis, Jr. 
Eliphalet Elms. 
Benona Luoas. 
John MoFarlin. 
John MoGully. 
Nathaniel Maoomber. 



John Phlnney. 
John Pratt. 
Jesse Niohols. 
James Raymond. 
John Raymond. 
Bleotions Reynolds. 
Jepthah Ripley. 
James Soule. 
Joseph Riohmond. 
Ebenexer Thomas. 
Caleb Thompson. 
David Weston. 
Perry Wood. 
Bphraim Wood. 
Robert Sterterant. 
Mioah Bryant. 



Isaao Billlngton. 
Timothy Cox. 
Jonah Washburn, Jr. 



The foregoing oommenoed serrioe Aug. 26, 1778. William 
Squire and Andrew Perry reported for duty Aug. 27, 1778, and 
eooh serred seven days. William Peiroe, James Sproutt, Judah 
Hall, and Simeon Coombs eaoh served nine days. 

Abstract. — Commissioned ofBoers, 8 ^ non-oom missioned ofll- 
eers, 7 ; private soldiers, 88 : total, 48. 

Middleboro' men who performed eight months* mil- 
itary duty in Col. Jacobs' regiment in 1778 : 

Robert Cushman. 
Pores Cushman. 
Homes Cushman. 
Esra Leaoh. 
In the Continental works, Benona Teague and James Barrows. 

At the second " Rhode Island alarm/' in Angnst, 
1780, Middleboro' sent to the field the Second, Third, 
Fourth, and Fidh Companies in the local militia of 
the town. 

The Second Company was commanded by Capt. 
Abner Bourne. 

The Third Company was commanded by Capt. 
William Tupper, and the names of those of the 
Third Company who participated in that service were 
as follows : 

Committioned Officer; 

William Tupper, oapt. James Weston, 2d lieut. 

John Murdook, lieut. 

Non-Commu»ioned Offieert, 

Samuel Eaton, sergt. Peter Tinkham, oorp. 

Benjamin Leonard, sergt. Joseph Leonard, corp. 

Abner Pratt, sergt. David Weston, oorp. 

Nathaniel Wilder, sergt. Silas White, oorp. 



Mueieiune, 
Joseph Barden, drummer. Louiuel Bryant, fifcr. 



PrivnUee, 

Joseph Bumpus (2d). 
Joseph Bumpus. 
Jesse BryanL 
Arohipus Cole. 
Robert Cushman. 
William Cushman. 
Zebadee Cushman. 
Joseph Darling. 
Eliphalet Elms. 
Israel Eaton. 
Robert Qreen. 
Jabex Green. 
John Hey ford. 
Joseph Jackson. 
Arohipas Leonard. 
Porox lioonard. 
Qeorge Leonard. 
Samuel Leonard. 
Joseph Leonard. 
Roland Leonard, 
lohabod Leonard. 
Lemuel Lyon. 
James Littlejohn. 
Andrew Murdook. 
John Noroutt. 



Samuel Pratt. 
Zebadee PratL 
Ebenexer Riohmond. 
George P. Riohmond. 
Joseph Riohmond. 
Exra Riohmond. 
Joshua Hoed. 
Jepthah Ripley. 
Ilushal Thomas. 
Elisha Tinkham. 
Joseph Tupper, Jr. 
Israel Thomas. 
Leyi Thomas. 
Jabex Thomas. 
Edward Thomas. 
Enooh Thomas. 
Daniel Tucker. 
Seth Tinkham. 
Dayid Turner. 
Darid Wilson. 
Elnathan Wood. 
Lemuel Wood. 
Bphraim Wood. 
Ebenexer White. 
Edmund Wofton. 



Ephraim Noroutt. 
AiurrnAOT. — Com missioned ofRoors, 8 ; non-oommissiouod offi- 
oors, B; musioians, 2; private soldiers, 62: total, 05. 

THE FOURTH COMPANY. 

OommUeitmed Offioere, 

Henry Peiroe, capt. Esra Clark, 2d lieut. 

Peter Hoar, lieutenant 



NoH' Commiteioned 

Ebenexer Hinds, sergt. 
Robert Hoar, sorgt 
Nathaniel Maoomber, 
sergt. 



Privatee, 



Daniel Collins. 
Roger Clark. 
John Chureh. 
Ebenexer llowland. 
Samuel Holland. 
John Howland. 
Joshua Howland. 
Eseok Howland. 
John Hoar. 
John Holloway. 
Josiah Holloway. 
Samuel Parris. 
Richard Parris. 



OJ^eer; 

Joseph Boothe, sergt. 
Bbonosor Huyfonl, sorgL 
Benjamin Boothe, oorp. 
Henry Edminster, oorp. 

George Pciree. 
Uriah Peiroe. 
Exra Roynolds. 
Elections Roynolds. 
Benjamin Roynolds. 
John Reynolds. 
Bnos Reynolds. 
Isaao Reynolds. 
Earl Sears. 
Soth Simmons. 
Lebbtius Simmons. 
Isaao Sherman. 
Nathan Trowant. 



Adstrict. — Commissioned oflBoers, 3 ; 
officers, 7; prirato soldiers, 26: total, 36. 



non-commissioned 



THE FIFTH COMPANY. 

Cumiui»»wned OJfiocrt, 



Perex Churchill, capt. 
Coniidor Benson, lieut. 



Guorgo Shaw, 2d lieut. 
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Dniiiol Smilli, norgl. Kxrii lliirrix, e»%r\\, 

Denona Lucm, scrgU Japboi LeUaron, oorp. 

Joseph Thotnae, sergL William Shaw, oorp. 

Peres CharebiU, sergt. Bleaser Thomas, Jr., oorp. 

AftMtciau. 
Josiah Thomas, drammer. 

Benjamin Thomas. Solomon Thomas. 

Johal>od Benson. Ilosea Washburn. 

James LeBaron, Jr. Zeb Thomas. 

James Raymond. Nathan Mnxom. 

William Chorohill. William Holmes. 

Mark Shaw. Sylvanus Thomas. 

Barnabas Shurtliff. Isaao Morse. 

Joseph Bessie. Asa Barrows. 

Darid Bates. Isaao Benson. 

Sotli Thomas. Samuel Thomas, Jr. 

Zephaniah Thomas. George Howland. 

Joseph Lovell. Caleb Benson, Jr. 

Nathaniel Shaw. James Raymond, Jr. 

Abel Tinkham. Isaao Shaw. 

Samuel Uaokett. Nathan Borden. 

John Raymond. Iohabo<l Atwood. 

John LoHaron, Jr. Samuel Thomas. 

Robert Sturte?ant. Nathan Thomas. 

Caleb Atwood. Da?id Thomas. 
Stephen Washburn. 

Abstract. — Commissioned offioers, 3 ; non-commissioned 
officers, 8; musician, 1; prirate soldiers, 39: total, 51. 

The regiment of which the Second, Third, Fourth, 
and Fiflh Companies of the local militia of Middle- 
boro* formed a pari, and participated in the stirring 
evenU at lUiode Island in August, 1780, was led to 
ami in the field of hloody strifo by Iiicut.-Col. 
Ebenezer White, of llochester.' 

Middleboro* men who enlisted into the three 
months' service and were mustered Sept. 18, 1780 : 



Lemuel Thomas. 
Joseph Tupper, Jr. 
Ichabod Lonnard. 
A bid Kdson. 
Nsthan Shaw. 
William Drake. 



Nathan Riohmond. 
Bsra Clark. 
Iinko Rood. 
Joseph Wood. 
Jiomuel Lyon. 
Roland Leonard. 



The following is a true copy of an order sent to 
Middleboro' in 1781 : 

"RocHERTBR, March 6«*», 1781. 
"SiR,--This day orders is received from Brig<*' Cushing, in 
consequence of a order from Governor Hancock, the purport of 
which is that n hundred men be detached from thin Regiment, 
properly arm'd k acquipt, with three days' provt^ions, k march 
immediately to Tivertown, A from thence to Newport, for the 
term not exceeding forty days, to be under the command of 
Major-Qen' Lincoln; the Town of Middleboro' prop()rtion, 

* lie noiidiiotod liriivcly, iind lliiiR roMovcMl biiiinolf of tho 
odium occii«iono<l by his not accompanying the regiment to the 
field of the Rhode Inland alarm of December, 1776. A part of 
his sword wns shot off by an enemy's bullet while he held that 
weapon in his hand. He lived honored and died lamented. 



whoroof is flfty-nino men, which yon aro ordered to cause to ba 
raisml immodiattdy, k form thorn into one oom|iany, k appoint 
one captain k two Lieutenants to oommand them ; k see that 
they march without Lose of time to the place of destination. 
Should any thing turn up so that It is not oonvenient for said 
town of Middleboro' to form a company I shall take oare to 
advise you of It. 

" I am, Sir, your most ob* Servant, 

" Israel Fbarino, Jfa/r. 
"Major Nbllson. 
" P. S. — The town of Middleboro' must hold themselvei in 
rediness to maroh ye shortest notice." 

• 

The term '* this Regiment/* as used in the order, 
meant the Fourth Regiment of the local militia of 
Plymouth County, which regiment then embraced 
the local militia of the then towns of Middleboro*, 
Rochester, and Wareham. That Fourth Regiment 
was formed in 1776, and disbanded by legislative 
enactment April 24, 1840. 

The '' Brigadier'* Cushing was Gen. Joseph Cush- 
ing, of Hanover. He was commissioned a brigadier- 
general in the early part of 1776. His brigade con- 
sisted of all the local militia of Plymouth County 
except that of the town of Hingham. Israel Fear- 
ing, of Wareham, was at the date of the order hold- 
ing the office of senior major of the Fourth Regi- 
ment, and John Nelson, of Middleboro*, was junior 
major, having held those positions from 1876.' 

The local militia of the State of Massachusetts was 
entirely reorganized in 1781, and all officers commis- 
sioned anew. Many of the old officers were recom- 
missioned to their former positions, and some pro- 
moted to a higher rank. Middleboro*, Rochester, 
and Wareham were made to continue as before, the 
militia of these towns forming the Fourth Regiment 
of the Plymouth County brigade. 

The field officers of the Fourth Regiment, commis- 
sioned in 1781, were John Nelson, of Middleboro* 
(that part now Lakeville), colonel; William Tup- 
per, of Middleboro*, lieutenant-colonel ; and Edward 
Sparrow, of Middleboro*, major. 

The war for independence was still going on, and 

' The general and field officers of the Plymouth County bri- 
gade at that time were as follows : Joseph Cushing, of Hanover, 
brigadier-general. 

First Regiment. — Theophilus Cotton, colonel, John Gray, 
lieutenant-colonel, and Seth Cushing, msjor. 

Second Regiment. — John Cushing, Jr., colonel, Jeremiah 
Hall, lieutenant-colonel, and John Clapp and David Tilden, 
majors. 

Third Regiment. — Eliphalet Carey, colonel, Edward Cobb, 
lieutenant-colonel, and Abraham Washburn and John Ames, 
•Ir., lunjors. 

Fourth Regiment. — Ebener.er Sprontt, colonel, Ebenexer 
White, lieutenant-colonel, Israel Fearing and John Nolson, 
majors. 

All honorably discharged in 1781. 
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with these new organizations and appointments of 
now officers, it was intended and confidently expected 
that a new and improved order of things would be 
realized, initiating better drill and bettor discipline. 
One of the first steps toward eflfectiug these desirable 
objects in the Fourth Regiment was to cause a rigid 
inspection of both men and arms, equipments and 
ammunition. 

The official returns made of that inspection show 
that 

In the first oompanj of the local militia in Middleboro* 

there were of officers commissioned, non-oom missioned, 

musicians, and private soldiers 81 men, of which 68 

were in the train-band and 13 in the alarm-list, total. 81 

Second company, 68 train-band, and 39 ularm-list, total... 107 

Third company, 72 train-band, and 32 alarm-list, total.... 104 

Fourth company, 45 train-band, and 8 alarm-list, total 63 

Fifth company, returns lost. 

Sixth company, 66 train-band, and 17 alarm-list, total 83 

Seventh company, 53 train -bund, and 22 alarm -list, total.. 75 
Eighth company, 50 Iruin-bund, and 16 alarm-list, total... 66 



Total 



560 



Here is the evidence that in the latter part of 1781, 
or beginning of 1782, those persons residing in the 
town of Middleboro' liable to perform military duty 
in case of invasion or alarm were five hundred and 
sixty-nine, beside those embraced in the fifth com- 
pany, of which the inspection-roll and official return 
is lost, and wliioh doubtless swelled this force to some- 
thing over six hundred persons.^ 

Last War with England, sometimes called the 

War of 1812. — The militia of Massachusetts were 

officially notified that this war had been declared by 

an order from the Governor, of which the following 

is a true copy : 

*' Common WBALTH or Mabsacbusbtts, 
" Hbad-Qoartkus, Boston, July 8', 1812. 
"Qbnsral Ordkrs. 

" War having been declared by the government of the United 
States against Qreat Britain and Ireland and the dependenciea 
thereof, the Gommandor-in Ohief calls u)>on the Militia of Moss, 
duly to notice the solemn and interesting crisis, and exhorts 
them to meet the occasion with constancy and firmness. 

1 The general and field oflBoers of the Plymouth County bri- 
gade, commissioned at the reorganisation, July 1, 1781, were 
Joseph Gushing, of Hanorer, brigadier-general. 

First Regiment. — Seth Gushing, of Plympton, colonel, Calvin 
Partridge, of Duzbury, lieutenant-colonel, and Benjamin 
Rider, mojor. 

Second Regiment. — William Turner, of Soituato, colonel, 
Amos Turner, of Hanover, lieutenant-colonel, and Briggs 
Thomas, major. 

Third Regiment. — Josiah llaydon, colonel, Aaron Hubart, of 
Abingtou, lieutenant-colonel, and Robert Orr, of Bridgewutor, 
major. 

Fourth Regiment. — John Nelson, of Middleboro' (now Lake- 
ville), colonel, William Tupper, of Middleboro', lieutenant-col- 
onel, and Edward Sparrow, major. 

Brigade-Train of Artillery. — Thomas Mayhew, of Plymouth, 
captain. 



** When war is commenced, no human foresight can discern 
the time of its termination or the eoumo of events that must 
follow in its train, but the path of duty is the path of safety. 
Providence seldom abandons to ruin tliosu who to a just roli- 
anuo on the superintending infiuoiioo of Heaven mid their own 
vigilant and strenuous exertions to preserve themselves. At the 
present moment, therefore, the Commander-in-Chief earnestly 
recommends to the officers of every grade acloso and persevering 
attention to the duties resulting from their several stations, 
particularly thai they acquire and maintain a perfect knowl- 
edge of the oondition of their respective commands, and see 
OS far OS is in their |>ower that their men are duly armed and 
equipped ; that the time allotted to trainings be devoted to the 
Instruction of the non-commissioned officers and soldiers in tbe 
exercise of arms and In the practice of the evolutions as pre- 
8oril>ed in the established regulations, and that the provisions 
and intentions of the laws being in every respect fulfilled, they 
may be ready with alacrity and effeot to defend their ooanlry, 
their constitutional rights, and those llburtios which are not 
only our birthright, but which at the expense of so much blood 
and treasure were purchased in the late revolution. 

*' Froiu the docility, from the good sense and |Nitriotism of 
the non-commissionod onicora and soldiers, the Commander-in- 
Chief is led to expect a patient submission to the instructions 
of their ofliccrs, prompt obedience to orders, and the practice of 
all those military and masculine virtues which adorn the sol- 
dier and exalt the man. 

" To all the militia, both officers and soldieri^, the Comman* 
dor-in-Chiof would superadd an earnest exhortation, as they 
are citisens as well as soldiers, to cultivate a spirit of candor, 
of friendship, and mutual forbearance, and an ardent love of 
0(»untry that shall elvviite thorn al)ovu all siniKtor views, and 
eventually secure to them and their children the blessiugs of 
peace, of liberty, and good government. 

"The Commander-in-Chief requires that particular atten- 
tion be paid to the Town Magasines, that they are fully provided 
with tbe ammunition, military stores, and utensils which tbo 
law directs, and the brigade quartermasters are required to 
perform their duty with promptitude and exactness. 

" In such divisions as have not completed the detaohments 
of ten thousand men called for by the General Orders of the 
twenty-fifth day of April last, the Major-Generals or command- 
ing officers of those divisions are enjoined to attend to that 
service without delay, and to make and complete the detaoh- 
ments from their respective oomps, of their several quotas of 
the said ten thousand men, and to make return of tho same as 
speedily as may be to tbe Adjutant- General ; the said Generals 
and other officers will take care that the militia so detached 
are duly providud with the cnioiuat arms and uccoutrumunts 
necessary for actual service. 

"The militia detached by the orders above alluded to, after 
they are formed conformably to said orders, will hold themselves 
in readiness to marob on the shortest notice, pursuant to the 
orders to be given by the Commander-in-Chief, unless in cose of 
actual invasion or imminent danger thereof, in wliiuh case, with- 
out waiting for such orders, they will march without delay to 
the defense of any part or parts of this commonwealth that 
shall be so invaded or in imminent danger of invoiiion, and 
when in the actual sorvtoo of the United States will be under 
the commanil of the President, agreeably to the Constitution of 
the United Status. 

"And whereas the quota of ten thousand militia required as 
aforesaid, being to be raised from tbcsovoral divisions and corps 
throughout the commonwealth, cannot bo asaenibleil in time to 
repel a sudden invasion, and to emboily thum previously and 
keep them in constant service would be extremoly burdensome^ 
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And nroti if lutrombloil woiiltl not bo iMl«HinAlo (n ilio (tofonno of 
tlio numoroni« |ionilii on a ooiwi of Mvoral hiindroil milof in ox- 
ient, tlio ConiinAndor-in-Chiof further orders and direeta that 
the geoeralt and other officerv of the whole militia of the oom- 
monwealth, bearing in mind the postibilitjof radden invasion, 
hold themfelvoR and the oorps of militia under their reepectire 
oommands in constant readiness to assemble and maroh to the 
defense of any part or parts of the oommonwealth, pursuant to 
the orders to bo given by him, but as that weiting for suoh 
orders in ease of actual invasion or sueh imminent danger 
thereof as will not admit of delay. 

" By the gen' orders above mentioned, of the 25th of April 
last, three major-generals and six brigadier-generals were as- 
signed to oommand in detachments without being regularly 
detailed from the Roster. 

' '* The Commander-in-Chief therefore orders that the following 
gen* officers being detailed from the Roster, as the law directs, 
be appointod to command in tho said dotaoliments in lieu of the 
gen* oflSconi named in the gen* orders afor^ : 

"Wbstrrn Division. 

" Mi^.-Gon. Bbeneter Mattoon, Amherst. 
" Urig.-Gen. Caleb Burbank, Sutton. 
" Brig.-aen. Isaae Maltby, Hatfield. 

" BASTKRIt Divisioit. 

"Maj.-(]on. Henry Sewall, Augusta. , 

"Brig.-Qon. John Blake, Orrington. 
" Brig.-Gen. David Payson, Wiscasset. 

''SOUTHBRN DiTISION. 

"Maj.-Gen. Joseph B. Vamum, Dracut. 
"Brig.-Gen. Ebeneser Lothrop, Barnstable. 
*'Brig..Qen. William Ilildroth, DraouL 

** By order of the Commander-in-Chief, 

"Wm. DoNitisoN, AilJHltint-tieneraU* 

PiirHii.'uit U) tliCHu ordcrH dctncli incuts woro iiindo 
uf ofric<*r8 atic] soldiers wlio were re<|uircd to hold 
theiuselves in readiness to march at tlie shortest no- 
tioe. but comparatively few of whom were called into 
actual service. 

But bj division orders, bearing date of Sept. 17, 
1814, a pnrt of iho force hold in retidincsH by tho 
town of Middleburo' was sent to the Geld. Capt. 
Peter H. Poircc, with his company, beinj» ordered to 
fonn a part of the coast guard for the defense of the 
port of Plymouth and that vicinity. 

Maj. Levi Pcirce had previously entered upon the 
duties of a battalion commander at and near New 
Bedford, and Capt. Peter H. Peirce marched his 
company to and entered upon the service of defend- 
ing the coast at and near Plymouth. The names of 
the officers and soldiers then furnished by the town 
of Middlcboro', to constitute a part of the coast guard 
stationed at Plymouth, and who repaired to the place 
rc(]uir(Ml and porfonnod a tour of duty, were as fol- 
lows: 

Comminnioned OJJicfrt, 

Peter II. l*oircc, c:i|it. Orrin Tinkhniii, ensign. 

Luther Murdock, liout. 



NoH'(hmmi$9ioneil Ojfflrer§, 



Thomas Bump, tergt. 
lleroules Richmond, tergt. 
George Shaw, sergt. 
Bsra Wood, sergt. 
Ichabod Wood, sergt. 



Daniel Hathaway, oorp. 
Abner Leonard, oorp. 
Daniel Thomas, oorp. 
Andrew Warren, oorp. 



Mu9%eian9. 



Oliver Sharp. 



Private. 



Jeremiah Wood. 
Levi Wood. 
Cyronus Tinkham. 
Gideon Leonard. 
Peter Vaughan. 
Joseph Clark. 
Edmund Bllis. 
Bliphalet Doggett. 
Oliver L. Sears. 
Nathan Perkins. 
Josiah D. Burgess. 
Joseph Waterman. 
Isaac Thomas, Jr. 
Joshua Atwood, Jr. 
Andrew MoCuUy. 
Daniel Noroutt. 
Seth Weston. 
Abel Howard. 
Benjamin Leonard. 
Cyrus White. 
Benijah Wilder. 
Levi Thomas (2d). 
Calvin Dunham. 
Caleb Tinkham. 
Abraham Thomas, Jr. 
Rufus Aldcn, Jr. 
Daniel Weston. 
Joseph Paddock. 
Nathaniel Maoomber. 
William Ramsdell. 
John C. Perkins. 
Edward Winslow, Jr. 



Paddoek Tinkham. 



Thomas C. Ames. 
Unite Kinsley. 
Levi Haskins. 
George Ellis. 
Cornelius Tinkham. 
Samuel Colo. 
Thomas South worth. 
Daniel Vaughan. 
Cnshman Vaughan. 
Sylvanus T. Wood. 
Cyrus Nelson. 
Augustus Bosworth. 
Lorenio Wood. 
Jacob Bennett (2d). 
Andrew Bump. 
Josephus l^ump. 
Nathan Reed. 
Benijah Peirce. 
William Littl^ohn, Jr. 
Warren Bump, Jr. 
Franois Billlngton. 
Joseph Standish. 
Earl Bourne. 
George Cnswell, Jr. 
Israel Keith. 
SylvniiiiR Vaughan. 
Leonard Southworth. 
James Bump. 
Elijah Shaw. 
James C^le. 
Rodolphus Barden. 
Sylvanus Barrows. 



Isaac Cobb. 

AmiTitAfrr. — Commissioned ofiioers, U; non-oomiiiissione<l offi- 
cers, 0; musicians, 2; private soldiers, GG: total, 80. 

Beside these, Samuel Morton and Allen llced were 
reported absent, sick, and Elias Richmond recorded as 
a deserter. Benjamin Haffords was reported absent, 
but no cause given for his absence, and James Bump 
was discharged after serving one day. 

The coast-guard, stationed at and near New Bed- 
ford, was commanded by Lieut.-Col. Commandant 
Benjamin Lincoln, of that place, Senior Major Levi 
Peirce, of Middlcboro', ranking as second in com- 
mand, and performing such duties as now devolve 
upon a licutcnant-coloncl. 

Tlicsc three compnnies were comninndcd by Capts. 
Nathaniel Wilder, Jr., Joseph Cushman, and Gaius 
Shaw, and composed of officers and soldiers as fol- 
lows: 



1008 



HISTORY OP PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 



CAPT. WILDBR'S COMPANY. 

Ootnmi§9ioHtd Ojffioert, 

Nath'l Wilder, Jr., oapt. Calvin Shaw, ensign. 

LInuf Wiulibum, liout. 

Non-Commifioned Ojflcert, 

Joseph Haskell, sorgt. Qeorge Leonard, eorp. 

Isaao Stevens, sergt. Abner Leonard, eorp. 

Sjrlvanus Warren, sergt. Abner Leaoh, eorp. 

Benjamin White, sergt. Stephen Burgess, eorp. 

Musician; 
Isaao Tinkham, drummer. Joshua Hasklns, fifer. 

Privattt, 



Benjamin Hayford. 
Israel Keith. 
John Perkins. 
Daniel Snow. 
Daniel Warren. 
Jacob Bennett. 
Jacob Stevens. 
Andrew Warron. 
Nathan Reed. 
Benjamin Tinkham. 
Calvin Dunham. 
Ziba Baton. 
Hosea Aldrioh. 
Thomas Washburn. 
Fran. K. Aldon. 
Alfred Baton. 
Silas Hathaway. 
Solomon Reed. 
Blisha Shaw. 



Willis Sherman. 
Sylvan us S. Wood. 
Ira Tinkham, Jr. 
Peter Winslow, Jr. 
lohabod Wood (2d). 
Joseph Paddock. 
Alby Wood. 
John Hard on, 
Oushman Yaughan. 
Rodolphus Barden. 
Lemuel Southworth. 
William Southworth. 
Israel Baton, Jr. 
Cyrus Nelson. 
George Caswell. 
John Shaw, Jr. 
George Vaughan. 
Samuel Leonard. 
Joshua Oushman. 



CAPT. CUSHMAN'S COMPANY. 

Oomfn%$$iontd 0ffieer9» 

Joseph Oushman, oapt. Bbeneier Yaughan, ens. 

Pelham Atwood, Heat. 



JVofi- (7oiiiintMtotie(2 

Zenas Oushman, sergt. 
Nathan Barney, sergt. 
Bsra Thomas, sergt. 
Joseph Barker, Jr., sergt. 

Mutieian: 
Geo. Thompson, drummer. 

Jaoob Covington. 
Caleb Tinkham. 
Cyrus Ellis. 
James Thomas, Jr. 
Joshua Sherman (2d). 
T.Wood. 
Samuel Shaw. 
Obed King (3d). 
Consider Fuller. 
George Oushman. 
Isaac Bryant (2d). 
Levi Bryant. 
Darius Darling. 
Zebsdee Pratt. 

Timothy . 

Thomas — . 
Joshua Swift. 
Bxra Bddy. 



Offietr$, 

Levi Tinkham, eorp. 

Soule, Jr., ooq). 

Cyrus Tinkham, eorp. 
6. Fuller, eorp. 

Samuel Bent, flfer. 



Joseph Farmer. 

Isaac Briggs. 

Bnoch Tinkham (2d). 

Bosworth. 

Josiah Robertson. 
Joshua Shaw. 
Merchant Shaw. 
Cyrus Thrasher. 

Standish. 

Luther Washburn. 
Kdmund Hinds. 
Leonard Hinds. 
Thomas Sampson. 
Amos Washburn. 
Lemuel Bobbins. 
Abram Skiff. 
George Poirco. 
Bennett Briggs. 



CAPT. SHAW'S COMPANY. 

Oommi$§ioH€d 0/f7e«r«. 
Gains Shaw, oapt. Ablatba Briggs, ens. 

Alden Miller, lient. 

NoH'OommiMiotud O^o^rt, 
Warren Clark, sergt. Earl Alden, eorp. 

Jonathan Cobb, sergt. Caleb Washburn, Jr., oorp. 

Abiel P. Booth, sergt. James Sturtevant, oorp. 

Japhet Le Baron, sergt. Zenas Raymond, oorp. 

Mu${eian9, 
Joshua A. Bent, drummer. Martin Keith, Jr., flfer. 



Private*, 



Clothier Allen. 
Stephen Atwood. 
William Barrows. 
Judson Briggs. 
Malbono Briggs. 

Bumpus. 

Samuel Cole. 
Kliiallian OiNiuibi. 
Isaao Oushman (Sd). 
Daniel Gifford. 
Nathaniel G. Hathaway.. 
Bliphalet Hathaway. 
Samuel Hall. 
Branch Harlow. 
Aberdeen Keith. 
Samuel Lovoll. 
Ziba Lebaron. 



Bli Peirce. 
Bliphalet Peiroe, Jr. 
Blisha Peirce. 
Bnos Parris. 
Bnos Peirce. 
Henry Pickens. 
William Nelson. 
Uobort llidor, Jr. 
Henry Strobrldge. 
Silas Shaw. 
Andrew Swift 
Winslow Thomas. 
Thomas Wood. 
Lemuel Wood. 
Jonathan Westgate. 
Jonathan Wostgato, Jr. 
Joshua Lebaron. 



Elijah Lowls. 

This compaoy served until July 8, 1814, aod the 
companies of Oapts. Wilder and Oushman until July 
10, 1814. Gapt. Oushman received a ten days* leave 
of absence that had not expired when the following 
order was issued : 

"New Bedpord, July, 1814. 
"Oapt. Nathl. Wilder: 

"Sir, — You will consider yourself discharged from the pros- 
ont detachment, together with the oflicers and soldiers roooutly 
under your command, and those officers and soldiers rocontly 
under, the oommand of Capt. Joseph Oushman, whose absence 
from service has caused his officers and soldiers to do duty under 
your oommand. 

" You will aoeept my thanks, and also those of Major Leri 
Pelree, and through yon to the Officers and Soldiers under your 
oommand, for your and their good conduct and prompt atten- 
tion to ordors. BkNJN. lAHCOhlX, CuL" 

Beside the company of Oapt. Peter H. Peiroe, sta- 
tioned at or near Plymouth as a part of the coast- 
guard, in the last war with England, and the three 
companies just enumerated as stationed at or near 
New Bedford, Middlcboro* also furnished another 
company in that coast-guard at or near Plymouth, 
whicl) company was comtnandcd by Capt. Qrccnicar 
Pratt, but the roll of which company the writer of 
this historic sketch has not been fortunate enough 
to find. Brigade orders of Sept. 17, 1814, caused 
Maj. Ephraim Ward, of Middleboro*, to be detailed 
and sent to Plymouth, where he served as a field- 
oflicer ill the coast-guard. 
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Tlic local militia of Plymouth County in the timo 
of the last war with England continued to be as from 
the war of the Revolution it had been organised as 
one brigade, which brigade was composed of four 
rcginicntA of infantry, n battalion of artillery, and a 
battalion of cavalry. That was before the days of 
steam-engines and railroad-cars and telegraphs, and, 
as a means of bringing plainly to mind the modes 
then available in transmitting information or convoy- 
ing orders, the following true copy of a brigade order 
is presented, and which order was addressed to the 
captain of one of the companies of cavalry : 

" BRIGADE ORDERS. 

"IIrAI> QlTAllTKKR, BRItMIRWATRR, Oot. 12, 1814. 

" You will hiiniedtAtcly dotneli a dragoon from yonr Company 
or liorflo, who if to bo considerod a Videt till lie shall bo dis- 
«harge<1. He must be oompletelj equip' with a good service- 
able and fleet horse, and hold himself in readiness to march at 
a moment's warning. 

"You will also notify him of the detachments, and make re- 
rum to the Brigade Major this dny. 

".Ino. M. Ooonwm, 

"/?. Majr, 

"To NATIII.. CUfNW, 

" Cnpt, Lt. Home, I, Hrig,, b Viv." 

A private soldier in a company of Massachusetts 
cavalry was called a " dragoon,** and a private soldier 
in a company of artillery a *' matross.** 

In each company of cavalry was required to be 
one captain, two lieutenants, one cornet or color- 
bcarcr, lour sergeants, four coriiorals, one or more 
trumpeters, and a certain number of dragoons. 

In each company of artillery was required one cap- 
tain, one lieutenant, two second lieutenants, four ser- 
agents, four corporals, two musicians, two bombardiers, 
and a certain number of matrosses. 

Light-horse was a term applied to companies of 
cavalry. 

The War of the Great Rebellion. — Coming 
events cast their shadows before, as will readily be 
.s<}cn in the following true copies of general orders : 

"COMHOlfWKALTII OF MASSAOIIURKTTSy 

" IIeadquartrrs, Boston, Jan. IC, 1861. 

"tJRllKRAL OkDRRA No. 4. 

" Brents which have recently occurred, and are now in prog- 
ress, require that Massachusetts should be at all times ready 
to furnish her quota of troops upon any roquisitiou of the Prosi- 
d(Mit of Iho United Stntcc, to aid in the umintcnanco of the 
laws nnd the peace of tlie Union. 

"Ills Excellency the Commander-in-Chief therefore orders: 
"That the commanding oflicers of each company of Volun- 
teer Militia exanlino with care the Uoll of his company, and 
cause the name of each moniber, together with his rank and 
pincn of rtviidonco, U) ho properly recorded, and a copy of the 
same to bo forwarded to the Adju(ant-(jcneral. Previous to 
which coHimanders of companies shall make inquiry whether 
thorn aro ninn in llioir coinnmndK who from ago, physical do- 

fect, business or family cares, may be unable or indisposed to 
ad. 



respond at once to the orders of the Comraander-in-ehlef, made 
in ros|>onse to the call of the President of the Unitcfl States, 
that they may be forthwith discharged, so that their places may 
be filled by men ready for any publie exigenoy whiob may 
arise whenever ealled upon. After the above orders have been 
fulfilled, no discharge oither of oflioor or private shall bo granted 
unless for eause, satisfactory to the Commander-in-Chief. 

" If any companies have not the nnmber of men allowed by 
law, the commanders of the same shall make proper exertions 
to have the vacancies filled, and the men properly drilled and 
uniformed, and their names and plac*.es of residence forwarded 
to Jlead(|uarters. 

" To promote the objects embraoed in this order, the General, 
Field- and StaflT-Offioers, and the Adjutant and aeting Quarter- 
master- General will give all the aid and assistance in their 
power. 

"Major-Generals Sutton, Morse, and Andrews will oanse 
this order to be promulgated throughout their respective Divis- 
ions. 

** By command of His Bxoelleney, 

" JonR A. Ardrrw, 
"Ooctttior and CommantUr-iit- Chief.** 

"Wm. ScnouLRR, 

" AttjhtaMt-Oeneral,** 

"Uradqiiartbus First Divisiok M. V. M., 

"Boston, January 18, 1S84. 

"Gkrrrai. Orurrs No. 5. 

"Brigadier- Generals Peirce and Bullock and LieuL-Colonel 
Holmes will transmit to their respective oommands General 
Orders No. 4, from the Commander-in-Chief (herewith trans- 
mitted), and cause the same to be carried into effect. 

"The General trusts that increased attention will be given at 

this time to drills by oompany, and that proper exertion will be 

made to render every oompany in the First Division effootual, 

and ready to respond at the shortest notiee to any call for duty. 

" By order of Major-General Andrews. 

" P. 8. Davis, 

" DivUiou Intptetor" 

" IIbadquartbrs Sroond Brioadb M. Y. M.,* 

"AssoNBT ViLLAOB, Frbbtowk, Jan7 10th, IS61. 
"Grnbral Ordrrs No. 5. 

"General Orders No. 4, from the Commander-in-Chief, 
and General Orders No. 5, from Major-General Andrews, are 
herewith transmitted to Colonels Abner B. Packard and David 
W. Wardrop and Captain Lucius Riohmond, who will trans- 
mit the same to their respective commands, and cause the same 
to be carried into elfcct. 
"By command of Brigadier- Gen* K. W. Pbircr. 

"Georgb Clark, Jr., 
" Brigade Major and Intpector" 

The names of officers and soldiers that the town of 
Middleboro* furnished to the Union service in the late 
war of the great llcbcllion, their rank, station, and 
corps in which that .service was rendered,was as follows: 

SECOND REGIMENT OF INFANTRY (3 years' service). 

Company /. 
AIfre<l 8. Thayer. 



I 



1 The second brigade then embraced all the active militia of 
the counties of Barnstable, Bristol, Norfolk, and Plymouth, and 
the regiments of Cols. Packard and Wardro were among the 
first that left Massachusetts for the seat of war, in April, 1861. 
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THIRD RBQIMBNT OF INVANTRT (3 months' servioe). 


Henry 


Companjf 


A, 


Andre 


Joieph 8. Harlow, oapt 


Opher D. Mitchell. 


Josepl 


Orob F. Mitchell, lergt. 


William M. Tinkham. 


SUphi 


JaiuM W. Bryant, oorp. 

Cfmnpanjf 


H, 


Winsh 
Alvai 


S. Loring, 2d lloat. 


Thomas Morton, Jr. 


NINTH 


William 0. Aldon. 


Robert Parris. 




Lorenso L. Brown. 


Lucius S. Raymond. 


BLBVBN'. 


Seth B. Hartwell. 


Francis S. Thomas. 


Oompanjf 


AT. 




Aaa Shaw, lit aergt. 


George N. Gammons. 




Blbridgo A. Maxim, oorp. 


Martin F. Jefferson. 




Bben A. Shaw, oorp. 


Henry L. MoFarlin. 




Bli Atwood, Jr. 


Leven S. Morse. 




John 8. Atwood. 


Thomas W. Sampson. 


Robert 


THIRD RBQIMBNT OF INFANTRY (9 months' service). 


John ! 


Company 
Wm. S. Briggs, 2d lioiit. 


Adoniram B. Lucas. 


John : 


Asa Shaw, 1st sorgt 


Cornelius Ruuisdoll. 




Qideon Shurtllff, oorp. 


Esra Shaw. 


John < 


James Briggs. 


Benjamin Shurlliff, Jr. 


ninv VST v^ffBii 


Allen Cobb. 


Marcus M. Willis. 


TWBLFTl 


George Darling. Henry Wrightlnton. 

Company K, 
Samuel Jones. 


C.Q.' 
SIXTBi 


FOURTH RBQIMBNT OF INFANTRY (S months' sorvico). 




OompoMjf 


i». 




Thomas Taylor. 




Company 


0. 




Daniel F. Wood. 


Isaac S. Clark. 


BIGHTf 


FOURTH RBQIMBNT OF INFANTRY (9 months' service). 




Company 


0. 


S.Th< 


Seneca Thomas, oapt. 
Daniel F. Wood, 1st lieut. 


William A. Coombs. 
Richard Cox. 


Thomi 
Charh 


Sargeant S. Sweet, sergt. 


William Baton, Jr. 




Frederick B. Wood, sergt. 


Thomas W. Finney. 




Orlando H. Shaw, sergt. 


Asa M. Franklin. 




J. Horaoe Soule, sergt. 


Jonathan L. Hall. 




David S. Weston, sergt. 


David Handy. 


Bli At 


Brastas B. Gay, oorp. 


Reuben Harlow. 


John 1 


SyWaniis Mendall, oorp. 


Reuben A. Harlow. 


Georg 


Dennis Shaw, oorp. 


Levi Hathaway. 


Frode 


Isaac B. Macomber, oorp. 


Conrad J. Herman. 


Willis 


David A. Tucker, oorp. 


George H. Herman. 


Franc 


George W. Barrows, eorp. 


Charles H. Holmes. 


JosiaL 


Francis S. Thomas, oorp. 


William N. Keith. 


Wlllia 


W. W. Atwood, musician. 


William Mitchell. 


Isaac 


J. M. Jennoy, musician. 


Harvey C. Pratt. 


Simeo 


Asa B. AdNiiis. 


Cornelius IlotlUing. 


John '. 


Andrew Alden. 


Morton Robbing. 


Charic 


IsaMC Alger. 


Andrew P. Rogers. 




Miron B. Alger. 


Williiun II. Rogers. 


Solom 


Blisba Benson. 


Howard E. Shuw. 


Willin 


Earl Bennett. 


Henry L. Shaw. 


Edgar 


G rover Bonnett. 


Joseph B. Shuw. 


John 


Sylvanus Bisbeo. 


Epltriiiin Siiinuoiis. 


Georg' 


William B. Bart. 


Stillinuu S. Smith. 


Georg' 


Augustus N. E. Bonchel. 


Rodney E. Soutliworth. 


John 


David II. Burgess. 


Alfred 0. SumUiiih. 


Goorg 


Edwin M. Colo. 


John Sullivan. 


Charic 
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Jnidw 8. Sliiiw. 

Wagoner, 
Brasius M. Lincoln. 



Private*, 



Daniel W. Atwood. 
John S. Baker. 
Tolog V, Uonson. 
William Benson. 
William B. Brightman. 
Phineas Burt. 
Esra 8. Clark. 
Ezra 8. Chase. 
Charles A. Chnrchill. 
Molotiah R. Clark. 
James B. Cushman. 
Timothy M. Davis. 
lohalMiil 8. Doan. 
Leander W. Field. 
George L. Finney. 
Gilmore Fish. 
Benjamin Gammons. 
James Gammons. 
Bomanl Glanoy. 
B<lward 1*. Goro. 
Cyrus Hall. 
Thoodoro P. Jloliiics. 
Charles B. Hunt. 
Ephraim A. Hunt. 
Henry B. Johnson. 
Ira 0. Littlpjohn. 
Ilonry H. P. Lovell. 
William H. Marshall. 
James B. MoMann. 
Charles C. Mollen. 
8am nol Mollen. 
John 11. Morriflk. 
Bmorson P. Morse. 
Henry 8. Murray. 



Robert Parris. 
Francis J. Pioroo. 
Cyrus Perkins. 
Edwin Pierce. 
Morrell Perkins. 
Nathan A. Perkins. 
Thompson Perkins. 
Thomas B. PratL 
James H. Ramedell. 
Christopher C. Reading. 
Milton Reed. 
Jamos 0. Record. 
Samuel M. Ryder. 
Stephen C. Ryder. 
Albert 8haw. 
Charles D. Shaw. 
Henry Shaw. 
Charles H. Smith. 
Cornelius Sulliran. 
Bbrou F. Taylor. 
Benjamin L. Thompson. 
William F. Tliom|)Son. 
Charles T. Tillson. 
Charles Tinkhnm. 
George B. Tinkham. 
Charles R. Tripp. 
James H. Wade. 
CaWin B. Ward. 
Henry F. Whitoomb. 
William R. Whitcomb. 
Charles W. Wilmarth. 
William T. Withington. 
John Young. 



Orrin E. Caswell. 
William H. Dunham. 
Charles L. Morse. 
Iicvin 8. MorHo. 
Hercules Smith. 



Company E. 



Marcus Soule. 
Brastus Wallen. 
William Walley. 
Tlionms W Wonthorhy. 



Company F. 
Albert F. Mellen. John T. Whitoomb. 

Company H, 
Marcus Buropus. Cyrus White. 

Company I, 

Preston Soule, sorgt. Thomas P. Young, unas- 

signed rocruit. 

NINETEENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY (3 years' ser- 
vice). 

Muificinn in Regimental Band. 
Charles H. Gibba. 

TWENTIETH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY (3 years' ser- 

vice). 

Henry H. Mathewson, corp. 



TWBNTY.SBCOND RBOIMBNT OF INFANTRY (8 yean' 

servioe). 

Company C, 
Alexis C. Dean, eorp. Peter Fagan. 

Yansandt E. Smith, oorp. Joeeph B. Tinkham. 

Charles W. Clark. 

TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT OF INFANTRY (3 years' 

soryioo). 

Company D, 
Leonard B. Haskins. Benjamin 0. Tillaon. 

Company E, 
Warren Chubbuek. Marons F. Maxim. 

BIbridge A. Maxim. 

TWENTY-FOURTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 

Company D, 
Sorgt. George N. Gammons, died Maroh 8, 1862. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY (3 years' 

servioe). 

Company B, 
John Bergen. 

THIRTIETH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY (3 years' Mrvioe). 

Comjtany F, 
John Grady. 

THIRTY-SECOND REGIMENT OF INFANTRY (8 yeari* 

servioe). 

Company A, 
Charles H. Smith, oorp. Thomas Morton, Jr. 

Company 71. 
Nehemiah D. Davis, lergt. 

Company C, 
(»rrin E. Caswell. Molotiah R. Clark. 

Esra 8. Chase. 

Company D, 
Charles J. Brown, corp. George L. Finney. 

Josiah W. Dean. 

Company E. 
Jennison Morse. Joseph Westgate. 

Edward 8. Wostgato. William Westgate. 

Ezra T. Westgate. 

Company H, 
Francis J. Peirce. 

Company /. 
Jamos C. Record. 

Company JT. 
Marcus Sonic. William F. Thompson. 

Elbron F. Taylor. 

Company L, 
Henry F. Whitoomb. 

Unaenigned Retruita, 
John T. Haskell, sergt. George B. Thomas, corp. 

Solomon F. Beals, sergt. Charles W. Wilmarth. 

FORTIETH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY (3 years' ser- 
vice). 

Jamos W. Bryant, cnpt. Soutliworth Loring, lieut. 

Oreb F. Mitchell, capt. Edwin P. Holmes. 

J. Arthur Fitch, lieut. 
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Company 
William B. Wh'iU, sorgi. 
Heory A. Baton. 

CompuHy 
W. II. Jfarlow, sorgt. 
II. L. MoFarlin, sergt. 
A. M. Perkins, sergt. 
William B. Bryant, oorp. 
F. 0. BurgeM, oorp. 
Albert F. Finney, oorp. 
Francis M. Hodges, oorp. 
Sidney B. Wilbur, oorp. 
Benjamin W. Bump. 
James Garter. 
Oramel U. Ghurohill. 
Ansel A. Cobb. 
Robert V. Cole. 
James C. Fossenden. 
Uuxen K. OodTroy. 
Harrison Ilasicins. 



A. 



Addison J. Sliaw. 



/?. 



(loorgo llinkloy. 
Kdward Jennings. 
Henry F. Maxim. 
Bonjamin S. McLaughlin. 
Silas H. Murdook. 
Darius M. Nichols. 
John J. Perkins. 
Albert G. Pratt. 
John Soanlin. 
William N. Shaw. 
Christopher 0. Smith. 
Timothy J. BulllTan. 
Charles O. Tinkham. 
Thomas B. Wilmot. 
Asaph Writington. 



FIFfY-BIGllTH RKOIMUNT OF INFANTRV. 

Company B, 
David W. Deane, oorp. Richard Cox. 

Company C, 
John L. Cobb. 

Company E, 
PuvitI S. Piisoii. 

Company K, 
Ilonry Fitsiiuons. 

FIFTY-NINTH RBGIMBNT OF INFANTRY (3 years' 

service). 

Company 0, 
Benjamin Chamberlain. 

FIRST RBGIMKNT OF CAVALRY (3 years' servioe). 

Company L 
R. S. Oapen, 1st sergt. William A. Smith. 

Francis 0. Harlow. 

Company K, 
Thomas Doran. Washington I. Caswell. 

John B. Smith. 

THIRD RBGIMBNT OF CAVALRY (S years' service). 

Company //. 
Goorge Cnmmings. 

Company L, 
T. P. Van Beuthuysen, sergt. 



Company M, 



John Grant. 



Charles F. Smith. 



Jiead*9 Company («o called), 
Jamos B. Nichols. 

FOURTH RBGIMBNT OF CAVALRY (3 years' service). 
Robert S. Capen, sergt.-maj. 

Company A, 
Horace S. Flagg. 

Company B. 
Andrew P. Rogers, sergt. 

(\tmpnny I), 
Albert Bddy, sergt. Thoiniis S. Kllis. 

Jeremiah Calliliau, oorp. 



FIFTH RBGIMBNT OF CAVALRY (3 years' service). 

Company 0, 
John Allen. 

Boll of Honor. — Names (if MiddlolHim* iiioti wIioho 
lives were sacriOcod for the oautio of the Uiiiou in the 
late war of the great Rebellion : 

** The gallant man, though slain in flght ho be, 
Yet leaves his country safe, his nation free, 
Bntails a debt on all the grateful State ; 
His own brave friends shall glory in his fate. 
His wife live honored, and his race succeed. 
And late posterity enjoy the deed." — Popk'k Homer, 

THIRD RBGIMBNT OF INFANTRY (9 months' service). 

Company B, 
Asa Shaw, 1st sergt. 

Company K". 
Samuel Jones, died May 20, 1863. 

FOURTH RBGIMKNT OF INFANTRY (0 nionlliK* sorvioo). 

Company C, 

Miron B. Alger, died at Brashear City, La., July 10, 1803. 

David H. Burgess, died Aug. 28, 1803. 

Williams Baton, Jr., from wounds received at Port Hudson, died 
at New Orleans June 21, 1803. 

Daniel Handy, died at Centralia, III., Sept. 10, 1803. 

fiovi Hathaway, diod lU hidiaiia|N»llH, hid., Aug. :!U, IHAH. 

Henry L. 8haw, uf woumU recoivod at Port Hudson, died Octo- 
ber, 1803. 

Bphraiui Simmons, diod at Brushour City May 24, 1803. 

Andrew B. Thomas, died at or near Brashear City, La., June 
27, 1803. 

Stephen F. Thomas, diod in the hospital at New Orleans May 1, 
1883. 

Alva C. Tinkham, died at Bnudiwir City, La., July 15, ISO.'t. 

Joseph Thomas, died at Port Hudson, La., Aug. 1, 1KU3. 

Corp. Fmnois S. Tlioiuiui, diod at Carrolltou llospititl, !<»., 
March 9, 1803. 

TWBLFTIl RBGIMBNT OF INFANTRY (.*! yoant' M^rvioo). 

Company A, 

Sergt Cornelius G. Tinkham, died Oct. I, 1802, of wounds re- 
ceived at the battle of Antietam. 

BIGHTBBNTH RBGIMBNT OF INFANTRY. 

Company C. 

William M. Atwood, killed at baUle of Bull Run, Va., Aug. 30, 

1802. 
Isaac Harlow, died in camp March 1, 1802. 
Adonlram Thomas, died Sept. 20, 1802, of wounds received at 

battle of Bull Run. 
Martin V. Raymond, killed at Bull Run Aug. 30, 1802. 
Frederick B. Attwood, killetl in battle Aug. 28, 1802. 
Francis B. Cusliman, diod May l.'l, 1802. 
John K. Martin, died in hospital Jan. 27, 1805. 
Corp. George H. Swift, diod in 1883, from wounds received at 

Chanoellorsvillo. 
George W. Paul, died May 31, 1802. 

Company D. 

William B. Brightman, died in Libby Prison Sept. 28, 1882. 
Charles K. Hunt, killod nt buttio of Culd Harbor Juno 1, 1804. 
Sorgt. lionry M. Wurron, diod Duo. 20, 18U'J, from wounds ro- 

ouivoil iu l»altlo of Kroiluriukriburg. 
Jamos 11. Wndo, diod in hospital ul IMiilailolphia Aug. 7, 1S02. 
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Samaol M. Ridor, difMl in Deoemhorf 18A2, from wounds roeoivod 

III llio Imlllo of ProdorickMluirg. 
James (\ Record, died iu liospiial at Alexandria Nov. 25, 1864. 
Corp. Darias B. Clarlc, killed in the battle of Fredericksburg 

Dee. 13. 1882. 
Morrell Perkins, died Deo. 20, 1882, from wouuds received at 

battle of Fredericksburg. 
Peleg F. Benson, died Nov. 17, 1882. 

Gyrus Hall, died in'hoepital at Washington, D. C, Oct. 19, 1802. 
Samuel Mellen, died at Uall's Hill Jan. 10, 1862. 
Charles W. Wilniarth, died in Andersonvllle prison July 18, 

1864. 
Gyms Perkins, died Jan. 1, 1863. 

Company II. 
Gyrus White, died Nov. 19, 1862. 

Company /. 
8orgt Preston Soulo, died May 14, 1862. 

TWKNTY-TllIRD RBCIIMBNT OF INFANTRY (3 years' 

service). 

Company E. 

Blbridge A. Maxim, died July 25, 1864. 

THIRTY43BGOND REGIMENT OF INFANTRY (3 years' 

service). 

Company K. 
Esra T. Westgato. killed in battle at Gold Harbor June 4, 1864. 

FORTIETH REGTMENT OF INFANTRY (3 years' service). 

Company E. 

LieuL Arthur Fitch, killed at Fort Harrison Sept. 30, 1864. 

Corp. Sidney B. Wilbur, died Juno 2, 1864, from wounds re- 
ceived in battle at Cold Harbor. 

Edward Jennings, died. 

George llinkley, died Feb. 24, 1863, from wounds received at 
the battle of Oliistoo. 

Ornmoll H. Ghnrohill, died Sept. II, 1863. 

Corp. FraneiH M. lliNlgoH, iliod at Ilnaiifort Oct. 27, 1863. 

Timothy J. Sullivan, died Aug. 22, 1864, of wounds received in 
battle at Petersburg. 

FIFTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY (3 years' 

service). 

Company B. 
Richard Cox, killed Juno 3, 1864. 

Company C, 
John L. Cobb, died Aug. 12, 1864. 

FTFTY-NINTII REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 

Company 0. 
Benjamin Chamberlain, died Dec. 10, 1864. 

FIRST REGIMENT OF CAVALRY (3 years' service). 

Company K, 
Wa«hington I. Caswoll, dlc<l Aug. 29, 1803. 

THIRD REGIMENT OF CAVALRY (3 years* service). 

Company B. 
George Cummings, died at New Orleans July 23, 1864. 

FOURTH REGIMENT OF CAVALRY (3 years' service). 

Company D. 
Sorgt. Albert Eddy, dmX. 

** On fame's eternal camping-ground 
Their silent tents are spread, 
While glory guards with solemn round 
The bivouac of the dead." 



Local Militia. — Nnmcs of Middlcboro* gentlemen 
who attained to ranks higher than that of captain : 

GENERAL OFFICERS. 

Abiel Washburn, brigadier-general, from Sept. 4, 1816, to 1824. 
Ephraim Ward, brigadier-general, from Jan. 27, 1826, to 1831. 
Darius Miller, brigadier-general, from July 20, 1831, to 1833. 
Eliab Ward, brigadier-general, from April 8, 1850, to 1866. 

FIELD OFFICERS. 

FimtT RRfiiMRitT OP Infartrt. 

Elkanah Leonard, major, from 1741-1745. 
Ebenexer Sprouttj major, from 17 — to 1776. 
Benjamin Drew, Jr., major, from Feb. 14, 1835, to April 24, 
1840. 

Third Rroimbrt op Lioiit IvPAitTRr. 

Eliab Ward, colonel, from July 10, 1844, to April 8, 1850. 
Elnathan W. Wilbur, colonel, from May 4, 1860, to 1853. 
Stephen Thomas, colonel, from March 12, 1853, to 1858. 
Lothrop Thomas, lieutenant-colonel, from Aug. 23, 1834, to 

1836. 
Eliab Ward, lieutenant-colonel, from Sept. 15, 1843, to July 10, 

1844. 
Daniel Atwood, lieutenant-colonel, from September, 1845, to 

1850. 
Ebencser W. Poirce, lieutenant-colonel, from April 3, 1852, to 

Nov. 7, 1855. 
Thomas Weston, lieutenant-colonel, from July 12, 1856, to 1868. 
Daniel Atwood, major, from July 10, 1844, to 1845. 
Joseph Sampson, Jr., major, from 1845 to 1849. 
Elnathan W. Wilbur, major, from 1840 to May 4, 1850. 
George Ward, msjor, from May 4, 1850, to 1851. 
Ebeneser W. Peiroe, major, from Aug. 2, 1851, to April 3, 1852. 
Stephen Thomas, major, from April .3, 1862, to March 12, 1858. 

FoUKTIt llKaiMKNT OK InPAMTKY. 

Ebencxer Sproutt, colonel, from Fobrnnry, 1776, to 1781. 
John NolHon, colonel, from July 1, 1781, to 1787. 
Edward Sparrow, colonel, from Oct. 20, 1793, to April 1, 1796. 
Abiel Washburn, colonel, from July 22, 1800, to Sept 4, 1816. 
Ephraim Ward, colonel, from April 25, 1817, to Jan. 27, 1826. 
Benjamin P. Wood, colonel, from Sept. 7, 1826, to 1829. 
Darius Miller, colonel, from Aug. 31, 1829, to July 20, 1831. 
Thomas Weston, Jr., colonel, from 1832 to 1834. 
]{<lward G. Perkins, colonel, from Fob. 4, 1837, to 1839. 
Nathan King, colonol, from Feb. 7, 1839, to April 24, 1840. 
William Tupper, lieutenant-colonel, from July 1, 1781, to 1784. 
Edward Sparrow, lieutenant-colonel, from July 17, 1787, to Oct 

29, 1793. 
Abiel Washburn, lieutenant-colonel, from Jan. 4, 1797, to July 

22, 1800. 
Ephraim Ward, lieutenant-colonel, from 1 81-, to April 25, 1817. 
Peter H. Peirce,lieutonant-oolono1, from April 25, 1817, to 1823. 
Benjamin P. Wood, lioutonant-colonol, from Oct. 10, 1823, to 

Sept 7, 1826. 
Southworth Ellis, Jr., lioulenant-eolonel, from Sept. 7, 1826, to 

1829. 
Thomas Weston, Jr., lieutenant-colonel, from Aug. 31, 1829, to 

1832. 
Oliver Eaton, lieutenant-colonel, from 1832 to 1834. 
Edward G. Perkins, lieutenant-colonel, from May, 1834, to Feb. 

4, 1837. 
Nathan King, lieutenant-colonel, from Feb. 4, 1837, to Feb. 8, 

1839. 
Peter Hoar, senior major, from July 22, 1800, to 1807. 
Jacob Cushman, senior major, from Nov. 27, 1807, to 1809. 
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htyi Peiroe, lenior major, from 1812 to 1816. 

John Nolsoii, mnjor, from May 0, 177G, to July 1, 1781. 

Bdward Sparrow, major, from July 1, 1781, to July 17, 1787. 

Abiel Wnahburn, major, from May 1, 1704, to Jan. 4, 1707. 

Potor Hoar, m^jor, from Juu. 4, 1707, to July 22, 1800. 

Leri Peiroo, major, from June 8, 1800, to 1812. 

Ephraim Ward, major, from 18 U to 1816. 

Peter H. Peirce', major, from 1816 to April 25, 1817. 

Branoh Harlow, major, from April 25, 1817, to 1823. 

Philo Washburn, major, from Sept. 7, 1826, to 1828. 

Darius Miller, major, from Sept. 12, 1828, to Aug. 31, 1820. 

Oliver Eaton, mnjur, from Aug. 31, 1820, to 1832. 

Isaao Fuller, major, from Fob. 8, 1830, to April 24, 1840. 

Battalion op Gayalrt. 

William Bourne, major, from Sept. 12, 1803, to 1807. 

Thomas Bennett, major, from April 28, 1807, to November, 1811. 

Harry Jaokson, major, from Jan. 20, 1823, to death, in 1823. 

Battalion or Autillkrt. 
William Thomas, major, from Aug. 23, 1834, to 1836. 

Company Officers.— From 1(>G9 to 1727, or about 
fifly-eight years, all the local militia within the bounds 
of what are now the townships of Middleboro' and 
Lakeville were embraced in one company. This com- 
pany was, in or about 1727, divided into two compa- 
nies known as First and Second Companies, and a few 
years later subdivided into throe companies, and in or 
before 1755 made to constitute four companies, as it 
continued to do until the war oK American liovoln- 
tion, when further divided and organized as eight com- 
panies. 

FIRST COMPANY. 

Oommitmowed Offieer; 

Jaoob Thompson, oaptain, from to 1716. 

Joseph Vaughan, captain, from March, 1716, to . 

Peter Bennett, oaptain, from . 

Bbeneier Sproutt, captain, from 1702 to 177-. 
Nathaniel Wood, oapUiu, from 1776 to July 1, 1781. 
William Shaw, captain, from July I, 1781. 
John Thompson, lieutenant, from 1675. 
Joseph Vaughn, lieutenant, from 17 — to Mareh, 1716. 
lohabod Southworth, lieutenant, from March, 1716, to 1727. 
Samuel Smith, lieutenant, from 1762 to Sept. 10, 1775. 
Jonah Washburn, Jr., lieutenant, firom 1776 to July 1, 1781. 

Joseph Vaughn, ensign from . 

Peter Bennett, ensign. 

Nathaniel Wood, ensign, from 1762 to 1776. 

SBCOND COMPANY. 

Oommittiontd Offietr; 
lohabod Southworth, oaptain, from 1727 to 17 — . 
Nathaniel Southworth, oaptain, from 17 — to 17 — . 
Bbenexer Morton, cuptain, from 17 — to 1754. 
Nathaniel Smith, oaptain, from July 23, 1754, to 1762. 
Gideon Southworth, oaptain, from Oct. 27, 1762, to 1772. 
Robert Sproat, oaptain, from June 12, 1772, to 1774. 
Nathaniel Smith, oapUin, from Oot. 10, 1774, to Sopt. 10, 1775. 
Nehemlah Allen, cuptain, from May 0, 1776, to 1778. 
John Barrows, captain, from April 8, 1778, to 1780. 
Abner Bourne, captain, from Juno 2, 1780, to July I, 1781. 
Bxra Harlow, oaptain, from July 1, 1781, to 1700. 
George Vaughan, capUin, from April 12, 1700, to 1703. 
Peter Hoar, oaptaiu, from Juno 6, 1703, to Jan. 4, 1707. 



Jabes Thomas, captain, from Jan. 25, 1707, to 1700. 

John Morton, captain, from May 7, 1700, to 1K02. 

SyWanus Tillson, captain, from May 4, 1802, to 1805. 

Nathaniel Colo, captain, from May 7, 1805, to 1800. 

Abnor Jiarrows, Jr., captain, front July 27, 1800, to IKU. 

Bphraim Ward, oaptain, from March 18. 1811, to 1814. 

Peter H. Peiroe, captain, from Feb. 18, 1814, to 1816. 

Orrin Tinkham, captain, from Sept. 10, 1816, to 1817. 

Bnoch Haskins, eapUin, from April 14, 1817, to Feb. 25, 1818. 

Nathaniel Southworth, lieutenant, from 17 — to 17 — . 

Gideon Southworth, lieutenant, from July 23, 1754, to Oot. 27, 

1762. 
Robert Sproat, lieutenant, from Oot 27, 1762, to June 12, 1772. 
lohabod Wood, lieutenant, from June 12, 1772, to 1774. 
Nehemiah Allen, lieutenant, firom Oct. 10, 1774, to May 0, 

1776. 
John Barrows, lieutenant, from May 0, 1776, to April 8, 1778. 
Abner Bourne, lieutenant, from April 8, 1778, to June 2, 1780. 
Blias Miller, lioutonant, from Juno 2, 1780, to July 1, 1781. 
Abner Nulson, lieutenant, from July 1, 1781, to 1700. 
I'otor Vaughan, lioutonant, from April 12, 1700, to 1703. 
John Mortuii, lioutonant, from Juno 0, 1703, to May 7, 1709. 
Zaohariah Weston, lieutenant, from Jan. 25, 1797, to 1700. 
Sylranus Tillson, lieutenant, from May 7, 1709, to May 4, 1802. 
Nathaniel Cole, lieutenant, from May 4, 1802, to May 7, 1806. 
Abner Barrows, Jr., lieutenant, from May 7, 1805, to July 27, 

1800. 
Melsar Tribou, lieutenant, from July 27, 1800, to 18—. 
William llarhiw, lieutenant, from 18 — to 18 — . 
Thomas A. Huskoll, lieutenant, from May 3, 1814, to his death. 
Orrin Tinkham, lioutonant, from May 7, 1816, to Sopt. 10, 1816. 
Buooh llaskiuH, liuutouanl, from Sopt. 10, IHIO, to April 14, 

1817. 
George Leonard, Jr., lieutenant, from April 14, 1817, to Feb. 

25, 1818. 
Robert Sproutt, ensign, from July 23, 1754, to Oct. 27, 1762. 
Nathaniel Smith, ensign, from 17 — to 17 — . 
Samuel Barrows, ensign, from Oct. 10, 1774, to Sept. 19, 1776. 
Abnor Bourne, onsign, from May 0, 1770, to April 8, 1778. 
Blias Miller, ensign, from April 8, 1778, to Juno 2, 1780. 
Bxra Harlow, onsign, from Juno 2, 1780, to .Tuly 1, 1781. 
tiorshom Foster, ensign, from July I, 1781, to 1700. 
Daniel Vaughan, ensign, from April 12, 1700, to 1793. 

Jabes Thomas, ensign, from June 6, 1793, to . 

John Morton, ensign, from Jan. 25, 1797, to . 

Nathaniel Cole, ensign, from May 7, 1700, to May 4, 1802. 
Abner Barrows, Jr., ensign, from May 4, 1802, to May 7, 1806. 
Melsar Tribou, ensign, from May 7, 1805, to July 27, 1807. 
Bphraim Ward, ensign, from July 27, 1807, to 1810. 
Peter H. Peiroe, ensign, from 1810, to Feb. 18, 1814. 
Orrin Tinkham, ensign, from Feb. 18, 1814, to May 7, 1816. 
Bnoch Haskins, ensign, from May 7, 1816, to Sept. 10, 1816. 
George Leonard, Jr., ensign, from Sept. 10, 1816,. to April 14, 

1817. 
Isaac Stevens, ensign, from April 14, 1817, to Fob. 25, 1818. 

This company was disbanded by a general order 
from the Governor Feb. 25, 1818. For further 
particulars, see account of companies of light infantry 
in Middlcboro*. 

THIRD COMPANY. 

Joseph Tinkham, captain, from 175- to 17 — . 
William Tuppor, oapUin, IVum 1770 to July I, 17K1. 
Nathiiuiul WilUor, oaptain, from July 1, 1781, to 17 — . 
Nathaniel Wildor, Jr., captain, from April 6, 1802, to 1817. 
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Boi^amm White, lieoieaant, from 1762. 
John Munlook, lioateniini, from 1776 to July l, 1781. 
Sanuel Baton, lioutenant, from July 1, 1781. 
Bikanah Leonard, Jr., envign, from 1762 to 17 — . 
James Weston, ensign, from 1776 to July 1, 1781. 
SyWanos Warren, ensign, from July 1, 1781. 

FOURTH COMPANY. 

Joseph I<oonard, captain, from 17 — to . 

William Cnnedy, captain, from 177- to SepL 19, 1776. 

Job Peirce, captain, from May 9, 1776, to 1778. 

Henry Peirce, captain, from 1778 to 1787. 

James Peirce, captain, from July 17, 1787, lo 179-. 

Abanoam Hinds, captain, from Aug. 15. 1796, to 1802. 

Blkanah Peirce, captain, from May 4, 1802, to 1806. 

Klisha llriggn, captain, from 8opL29, 1806, to 1811. 

Silvnnnii i*nrris, captnin, from March 20, 1811, to 1816. 

Kthnn Poircr. iniptiiin, fnuu June 6, 1816, to 182-. 

Apollos Uood, captain, from 182- to 1827. 

John Strobridgo, cnptain, from May 10, 1827, to 1820. 

Samuel Hoar, capUiin, from June 6, 1829, lo 1831. 

f^ilas P. Athloy, captain, from Aug. 15, 1831, to 18 — 

Thomas Nelson, lieutenant, from 175- to 176-. 

John Nclwn, lieutenant, from 1773 to May 9, 1776. 

Josinh Smith, licuti^nant, May 9, 1776. 

Peter Hoar, lieutenant, from 177- to 1781. 

B»ra Clark, lieutenant, fn»ui July 17, 1787, to 1789. 

IxMinnrd Hinds, liiMilonant, from Juno 12, 1789, to 1792. 

Bamabns Clark, lieutenant, from Sept. 25, 1792, to 1796. 

Ilcnjnniin Chase, lieulonnnt, from Aug. 15, 1796, to 1799. 

Elknnah Peirce, lioutcnnnt, from Mny 20, 1799, to May 4, 1802. 

Isaac Holloway, lieutenant, from May 4, 1802, to 1806. 

Asa Winslow, lieutenant, from May 5, 1807, to 181 1. 

Gideon Ilaskins, lieutenant, from March 20, 1811, to 1815. 

Apollos Kcod, liontrnnnt, from May 7, 1816, to 182-. 

John Strobridgo, lieulonnnt, from 182- to May 19, 1827. 

SaninrI llosr, liiuitmiant, from May 19, 1827, to Juno 6, 1K29. 

John W.Canc<ly,li««uli«niint, from .hinn 6, IK29,toO<a. — , IH.1I. 

Abraham Peirce, lioulcniuit, from Oct. 7, 1831, to April 24, 

1840. 
Isaac Peirce, ensign, from 175- to 176-. 
Samuel Hoar, ensign, from May 9, 1776, to 1778. 

Nathaniel Maoomber, ensign, from July 1, 1781, to . 

Luther Hoar, ensign, from June 12, 1789, to 1792. 

George Poircc, ensign, from Sept. 25. 1792, to 1796. 

Kl)enrxor Peirce, ensign, from Aug. 15, 1796, to 1802. 

Freeman Peirce, ensign, from May 4, 1802, to 1807. 

Sylranus Parris, ensign, from May 5, 1807, to March 20, 1811. 

Abiatha Briggs, ensign, from May 20, 1811, to 181-. 

Blias Parris, ensign, from May 7, 1816, to 1821. 

Samuel Hoar, ensign, from 1821 to Mny 19, 1827. 

John W. Canedy, ensign, from May 19, 1827, lo June 6, 1829. 

Nnthl. Caswell, ensign, from June 6, 1829, to 1834. 

Kli Haskell, ensign, from 1834 to April 24, 1840. 

FIFTH COMPANY. 

Perei Churchill, captain, from 1776 to July 1, 1781. 
Consider Benson, lieutenant, from 1776 to 1781. 

SIXTH COMPANY. 

James Shaw, ejiplnin, from July I, 1781, to 1784. 

John Miller, captain, from June 3, 1784. 

John Miller, lieutenant, from July 1, 1781, to Juno 3, 1784. 

Klisha Clark, lieutenant, from June 3, 1784. 

Daniel Tinkhaui, ensign, from July I, 1781. 



SBVBNTH COMPANY. 
Amos Wathbam, eaptain, from 177- to 1781. 
Abraham Shaw, eapUin, from July 1, 1781, to 1787. 
John Smith, capUin, from July 17, 1787, to 1794. 
Ebeneter Briggs, Jr., eaptain, from Aug. 4, 1794, to 1801. 
Blias Sampson, captain, from Aug. 31, 1801, to 1807. 
Daniel Smith, captain, from May 6, 1807, to 1810. 
Bbeneser Pickens, capUin, from Sept. 21, 1810, to 1814. 
David Sherman, eaptain. from May 2, 1814, to 1820. 
Abiel M. Sampson, oapUln, from Oct. 17, 1820, to 1827. 
Richard B. Foster, eapUin, from April 28, 1827, to 1828. 
Horatio 0. Clark, eaptain, from July 19, 1828, to Jan. 23, 1829. 
Jamei Pickens, captain, from May 29, 1829, to May 30, 1880. 
Blisha Haskell, lientenant, from 1776 to 1781. 
Robert Strohridge, lieutenant, from July 1, 1781, to 1787. 
Rlijah Smith, lieutenant, from July 17, 1787. 
Kbcncxor Briggs, Jr., lientennnt. from June 24, 1700, to Aug. 

4, 1794. 
Joseph Macombor, lioutcnnnt, from Aug. 4, 1794, to 1796. 
George Pickens, lieutenant, from Aug. 16, 1796, to I80I. 
Daniel Smith, lieutenant, from May 7, 1805, to May 5, 1807. 
Abiel Terry, lieutenant, from May 5, 1807, to 18—, 
James Pickens, lieutenant, from 1814 to 1820. 
Abiel M. Sampson, lieutenant, Trom June 7, 1820, to Oct. 17, 

1820. 

Daniel Briggs, lieutenant, from Oct. 17, 1820, to 1827. 

Horatio G. Clark, lieutenant, from 1827 to July 19, 1828. 

James Pickens, lieutenant, July 19, 1828, to May 29, 1820. 

John Crook cr, lieutenant, from May 29, 1829, to May 30, 1830. 

Andrew McCully, ensign, from 177- to 1781. 

John Smith, ensign, from July 1, 1781, to July 17, 1787. 

George Hackett, ensign, from July 17, 1787, to 1700. 

Joseph Macombor, ensign, from June 24, 1790, to Aug. 4, 1794. 

George Pickens, ensign, from Aug. 4, 1794, to Aug. 16, 1796. 

Levi Briggs, ensign, from Aug. 16, 1796, to 1799. 

Abnor Clark, ensign, from Aug. 29, 1799, to 1801. 

Daniel Smith, ensign, from Aug. 31, 1801, to May 7, 1805. 

Noah Clark, eiinign, from May 7, 1806, to 18 — . 

Kbenoxor Pickens, ensign, from 180- to Sept. 21, 1810. 

Asa Coggshall, ensign, from to 1816. 

Abiel M. Sampson, ensign, from 1816 to June 7, 1820. 
Daniel Briggs, ensign, from June 7, 1820, to Oct. 17, 1820. 
Nathaniel Sampson, ensign, from 1820 to July 19, 1827. 
James Pickens, ensign, from 1827 to July 19, 1828. 
John Crocker, ensign, from July 19, 1828, to May 29, 1829. 
James Sproat, ensign, from 1829 to May, 1830. 

EIGHTH COMPANY. 

David Vaughan, captain, from July 1, 1781. 
Andrew Cobb, lieutenant, from .Tuly 1, 1781. 
Ichabod Wood, ensign, from July 1, 1781. 

Companies of Light Infantry. — Two hand- 
soiiicly-uiiirortiicd, rullyc<]uip|>cd, wcUdrillcd, and 
tlioroughly-disciplincd cuiiipanics of light infantry 
liavc existed in Middlcboro*. Tho first of these 
raised in this town was authorized by an order, of 
which the following is a true copy : 

" COMMONWKALTH OF MAHSlCnUSRTTfl, 

"In Council January 20th, 1818. 
"Tho military commiltco to whom was referred the petition 
of Thomas Wood and forty- throe others, privates in a company 
of militia in the town of Middloborongh, commanded by Cap- 
tain EnocI) Hnskins, prnying that said company may be dis- 
banded and annexed to the company commanded by Captain 
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SyUanus Warren, in order for the united eompanlei to enliit 
»nd form a Grenadier ooinpany, obiervo tliat ilie Colonel and 
liioutonant-CoIonol of the Uogiuiont of which said ooiu|»aniei 
aru a part, being the 4tb IVogiuiont of the Orat Brigade of the 
flflh Pi virion of the Militia, approve of the politlon«, and 
state that the Captain of the ooiopany in wbieh they belong 
has no objections to the proposed measure, and that the Lieu- 
tenant has moved out of the bounds of the Brigade, while the 
Ensign explicitly gives his assent; and the committee further 
observe that the measure prayed for meets the approbation of 
the Brigadier and Major>generals ; report that His Excellency 
be advised to direct that the company first above mentioned bo 
disbanded, and that the non-commissioned officers and privates 
thereof be annexed to the company now commanded by Cap- 
tain Sylvanus Warron, the limits of which shall bo extended so 
as in future to comprehend the district of the disbanded com- 
pany, and to authorize Sylvanus Barrows, named for the pur- 
pose in said petition, to enlist from the said united companies a 
proper number of men to form a company of Grenadiors which 
shall he annexed to the fourth lioglmont aforesaid. 

'' D. CoDD, per order, 
"In Council, January 22d, 1818. This report is aooeptod 
and by the Governor approved. 

"A. BRADrORD, 

** Secretary of the Commonwealth, * 
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" COMMONWBALTH OV MaBSACHUBRTTS, 

''Grnrral Order. 

" Hradqdartrrs, BosTOir, Feb. 26, 1818. 

"The Commander-in-Chief having approved the above writ- 
ten advice of Council, directs the same to be carried into eflfect. 

" Msjor-General Nathaniel Goodwin will give the necessary 

orders for that purpose. 

*' By His Excellency's command. 

"Fitch Hall, 

** Acting Adjutant- OeueraL' 
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" Hbadquartkrs, Plymouth, March 7, 1818. 
" The Major-General directs Brigadier-General Washburn to 
issue the necessary orders for forming a company of Grenadiers 
in the 4th Regiment, agrooitble to ailvico of Council and <]eu- 
eral Orders of the 25tb ultimo. 
" By order of Major-Gonural 6tli l>ivisioii. 

" N. Hay WARD, 
"A.D,C, to Major-Qenerai:* 

" Hbadquartrrs, Middlbboro', March 11, 1818. 
" Brioadb Ordbrb. 

"The Brigadier- General directs Colonel Bpbraim Ward to 
issue the necessary orders for forming a oompany of Grenadiers 
in the 4th Regiment, agreeable to above General and Division 
orders. 

" By order of Brigadier-General of 1st Brigade. 

" Nathamibl Wildbr, Jr., 
" Brigade Major:' 

The Dames of the commissiooed officers of this 
greDadior company of light infantry, with the terms 
of their service, were as follows : 

Isaac Stevens, captain, from April 3, 1818, to 1823. 
Sylvanus Barrows, captain, from Sept. 9, 1823, to 1827. 
Job Peiroe, captain, from April 24, 1827, to 182U. 
Rufus Alden, captain, from Juno 8, 1829, to 1830. 
Josiah Tinkham, captain, from April 28, 1830, to 1833. 
Abiel Wood, captain, from May 7, 1833, to 1835. 
Morton Freeman, captain, from April 2, 1835, to 1840. 
Jacob T. Barrows, captain, from April 30, 1841, to 1842. 
Amaia J. Thompson, captain, from May 12, 1842, to 1844. 



Daniel Atwood, captain, from 1844 to July 10, 1844. 
Andrew Q\ Pickens, etiptaln, from Aug. 3, 1844, to 1846. 
Dexter Phillips, captain, from Maroh 20, 1840, to 1847. 
Arad Bryant, oapUin, from Feb. 20, 1847, to 1840. 
Albort Thomas. oapUin, from May 20, 1K49, to IK&I. 
Joseph Sampson, Jr., oaptain, from 1861 to Nov. 28, 1861. 
Lorenso Wood, lieutenant, from April 8, 1818, to 1838. 
Job Peiroe, lieutenant, from Sept. 9, 1823, to April 24, 1827. 
Rufus Alden, lieutenant, from April 24, 1827, to 1830. 
Josiah Tinkham, lieutenant, from June 8, 1829, to April 28, 

1830. 
Abiel Woo<l, lieutenant, from April 28, 1830, to May 7, 1H:t3. 
Jacob T. Barrows, lieutenant, from May 7, 1833, to April 30, 

1841. 
Amasa T. Thompson, lieutenant, from April 30, 1841, to May 

12, 1842. 
Daniel Atwood, lieutenant, from May 12, 1842, to 1844. 
Andrew J. Pickens, lieutenant, from May, 1844, to August, 

1844. 
Dexter Phillips, lieutonaut, from Aug. 3, 1844, to March 20, 

1846. 
Arad Bryant, lieutenant, from April 4, 184-, to Feb. 20, 1847. 
Albert Thomas, lieutenant, from May 8, 1847, to May 20, 1849. 
Daniel F. Wood, lieutenant, from May 30, 1849, to Mareh, 

1851. 
Charles W. Bradford, lieutenant, from Oct. 4, 1851, to Nov. 28, 

1851. 
Sylvanus Barrows, ensign, from April 3, 1818, to SepL 9, 1823. 
Rufus Alden, ensign, from Sept. 9, 1823, to April, 1827. 
Josiah Tinkham, ensign, from April, 1827, to June, 1829. 
Abiel Woo<l, ensign, from June 8, 1829, to April 28, 1830. 
Jacob T. Barrows, ensign, from April 28, 1830, to May 7, 1833. 
Morton Freeman, ensign, from May 7, 1833, to April 2, 1835. 
Amasa T. Thompson, ensign, from April 2, 1835, to April 8, 

1841. 
Andrew J. Pickens, ensign, from 18 — to April, 1841. 
Daniel Atwood, ensign, from April, 1841, to May, 1842. 
Dexter Phillips, onsign, from May, 1842. 
Anut Bryant, ensign, from May, 184 1, to Aug. 3, 1844. 
Ilalford Uarlo, onsign, from Aug. 3, 1844, to 1846. 
Charlos W. Ilradford, onsign, from Mandi 20, 1846, to IK5I. 

The other light infuDtry company raised in Middle- 
boro' was gotten up pursuant to the following orders : 

<<Ih Council, May 14, 1818. 
** The military oommittee of Council to whom was referred 
the petition of Roland Peiroe and others, inhabitants of the 
town of Middloborough, requesting that the Military Company 
in said town oommanded by Captain Nathaniel Hall may bo 
disbanded, the officers of said company approving the measure, 
and the non-commissioned officers and privates of the same be 
annexed to the oompany now commanded by Capt. Pelham 
Atwood, and that said Peiroe and his associates may be per- 
mitted to form themselves into a Qrenadier Company, respect- 
fully report that His Bxcellenoy be advised to have the com- 
pany of Militia in the town of Middlcborough, commandod by 
Captain Nathaniel Hall, in the fourth Regiment, first Brigade, 
and fifth Division, disbanded, and the non-oommissionoil ofti- 
cors and privates of the same annexed to the adjoining oom- 
pany now commanded by Captain Pelham Atwoo<l, and to 
direct that the limits heretofore of said Hall's oompany shall 
hereafter bo considered as forming a part of the aforoiaid Cap- 
tain Atwood's company, and likewise to permit the aforesaid 
Roland Peirce, and bis associates, undor the enlistment of Cap- 
tain Nathaniel Hall, to form tliumHulvos into a ciimpany of 
Qrenadiurs, together with such others as may herottftor join 



HISTORY OF MIDDLEBORO'. 



1017 



llicin from within tlio limitfi of rnitd town of Mifldloborou);li, 

aii«l wlioii or;<;niiix(M| to Imvo them minoxoil to tho Aloriwaid 

fourth Ilrgimont; |>roviilc<l, howovor, that none of the Htanil- 

iiig companies of M idclloborotigli arc thorobj rodactNl to a I088 

nttnilHsr than is required by law. 

" D. Coan, per order,* 



»* 



Tlicn followed from the adjutant-general of the 
State an order of May 1 1 , 1818, a division order of 
May 19th, and a brigade order (from Brig.-Oen. 
Washburn) of May 28, 1818, transmitting the afore- 
said order of Council, and the company directed to be 
formed was, upon the 16th of July, 1818, organized. 

The names of the commissioned officers of this 
company, the dates of their commissions, and terms 
of official service were as follows : 

Jonathan Cobb, aiptain. from June 1ft, 1818, to 1824. 
Darius Miller, captain, from Maj 19, 1824, to Sept. 12, 1828. 

Jaeob Thomas, captain, from to 1830. 

Lothrop S. Thomas, captain, from April 24, 1830, to 1834. 
Levi Morse, captain, from Sept. 27, 1834, to 1837. 
Sylvester F. Cobb, captain, from Sept. 20, 1837, to 1842. 
Icbabod F. Atwood, captain, from July 26, 1842, to 1847. 
Ooori^o Ward, captain, from March 12, 1847, to May 4, 18.50. 
Stephen Thomas, captain, from May 20, 1850, to April 3, 1852. 
Tjothrop Thomas, captain, from May 20, 1852, to 1853. 
Thomas Walson, captain, from July G, 1853, to July 12, 1850. 
Robert M. Thomas, captain, from Aug. 2, 1856, to Aug. 6, 1857. 
Sylvan us Barrows, captain, from Sept. 5, 1857, to Sept. 25, 

1858. 
Loren Miller, lieutenant, from May 11, 1818, to 1824. 
Jacob Thomas, lieutenant, from May 10, 1824, to 1828. 
Elijah llnckett, lieutenant, from July 3, 1830, to 1835. 
Sylvester V. (>)bb, lleutonnut, from May 2, 1835, to Sept 20, 

1837. 
Reuol Atwood, lieutenant, from Sept. 20, 1837, to 1840. 
Ichalmd F. Atwood, lioulonant, from July 13, 1840, to July 26, 

1842. 
Harrison Thomas, lieutenant, from July 26, 1842, to 1845. 
Qeorge Ward, lieutenant, from April 25, 1845, to March 12, 

1847. 
Stephen Thomas, lieutenant, from March 12, 1847, to May 29, 

1850. 
Robert M. Thomas, lieutenant, from May 29, 1850, to Aug. 2, 

1856. 
Sylvanus F. Harrows, lieutenant, from Aug. 2, 1856, to Sept. 5, 

1857. 
Lucian Wilbur, lieutenant, from Sept. 5, 1856, to Sept 25, 1858. 
Darius Miller, ensign, from May 11, 1818, to May 19, 1824. 
Levi Morse, ensign, from July 3, 1830, to Sept 27, 1R34. 
Sylvester F. Cobb, ensign, from Sept 27, 1834, to May 2, 1835. 
Roucl Atwood, ensign, from May 2, 1835, to Sept 20, 1837. 
Otis M. Hammond, ensign, from Sept 20, 1837, to 1840. 
Harrison Thomas, ensign, from July 1.3, 1840, to 18 — . 
Stephen Thomas, ensign, from April 25, 1845, to March 12, 

1847. 
Robert M. Thomas, ensign, from March 11, 1847, to May 29> 

1850. 
Lothrop Thomas, ensign, from May 29, 1850, to . 

This company was disbanded by an order from the 
Governor bearing date of Sept. 25, 1858, having 
maintained an organized existence a little more than 
forty years. 



Part of a company of cavalry for several years ex- 
isted in this town, the remaining members of which 
resided in llochesier and Wareham. 

The following-named Middleboro* gentlemen held 
commissions in that company of militia cavalry : 

William Bourne, captain, from May 22, 1797, to Sept 12, 1803. 
Thomas Dennett, captain, from 1804 to April 20, 1807. 
Solh Southwortb, captain, from Aug. 2, 1813, to 1815. 
Nehomiah Leonard, captain, from June 9, 1818, to 1823. 

About the close of the war of the American Rev- 
olution a militia law was passed in Massachusetts, 
requiring the performance of military duty, with a few 
exceptions, by all able-bodied white male citizens 
from the age of sixteen years to that of fifty. These 
were to be organized as companies, and drilled and 
disciplined, and denominated the train band. All 
able-bodied white male citizens from thq age of fifty 
years to that of sixty- five were, with a few exceptions, 
to be denominated the ** alarm list,*' and both train 
band and alarm list were by law required to keep con- 
stantly and completely armed and equipped. All past 
ofhcers in the militia under sixty-five years of age were 
also in this alarm list. 

The equipment required was a good fire-arm with 
a steel or iron ramrod and worm, priming-wire and 
brush, and a bayonet fitted to his gun, a oartridge-box 
that would hold fifleen rounds at least, six flints, one 
pound of powder, forty leaden balls fitted to his gun, 
a haversack and blanket, and a canteen that would hold 
one quart. 

The writer of this historic sketch is the fortunate 
possessor of the original returns made of the militia 
of Middleboro' about the beginning of the year 1782. 

These lists embrace all the companies at that time 
existing in the town of Middleboro*, save the Fiflh 
Company, of which the return is lost. 

From these lists a fair representation can be made 
of the names and number of the able-bodied white 
male citizens of Middleboro* between the ages of 
sixteen and sixty-five years, save those in the Fiflh 
Company, one hundred and two years ago : 

FlllST COMPANY— Train Band. 

Commiitioned Officer §. 

William Shaw, eapt. Matthiaa Ellis, eniign. 

Jonah Washburn, lieut. 

Aon ' Cfommiggioned Officer; 

Francis Thompson, sergU James Soule (3d). 

Jacob Soule, sergU Luther Redding (2d). 

Job Thomas, sergt. John Soule (2d). 
Newcomb Dourne, sergt. 

Mnnieiang, 
Wm. Torrey, drummer. Benj. Thompson, fifer. 
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Private. 



Batohelor BenneU 
BlUhft Bonnet. 
Isaao Billlngton. 
Bbeneser Briggs, Jr. 
John Cobb. 
Z«nM Cusbman. 
Blisha Cox. 
lobabod Cusbman. 
Bbenoser Coz. 
Holmea Cusbman. 
Ephralm Cobb. 
William Cornish. 
Nathan Darling. 
Joseph Darling. 
Josephus Bllis. 
Seth Eddy. 
Nehemiab Bllis. 
Daniel Bllis. 
Blisha Freeman. 
Benjamin Freeman. 
John Fuller. 
Noah Fuller. 
John Loaoh. 
Abiel Leach, Jr. 
Bsra Leeoh. 
Jacob Miller. 
Jonathan Porter. 
Joseph Pratt. 



William Porter. 
James Palmer. 
James Porter. 
Moses Redding. 
Joseph Redding. 
Sjlvanus Bobbins. 
Isaac Rider. 
Bphraim Sampson. 
Blijah Shaw. 
Jacob Soule, Jr. 
Silas Tinkham. 
Daniel Thomas. 
Jesse Tinkham. 
Nathaniel Thompson. 
Jesse Tinkham. 
Zebuadee Tinkham. 
Samuel Torrey. 
Bbeneser Tinkham. 
Caleb Thompson, Jr. 
Solomon Thom|)son. 
Ilaxiel Tinkham. 
Abnor Washburn. 
Jonah Washburn, Jr. 
Josiah Washburn. 
Bphraim Wood. 
Ziba Baton. 
Joseph Cusbman. 



FIRST COMPANY.— Alarm List. 

James Sniilli, liouL Kainuol Raymond. 

John Soule lieut. Nathaniel Billington. 

Charles Bllis, ens. Isaac Thompson. 

Samuel Tinkham. Jacob Bennet, Jr. 

Bbeneser Vanghan. Noah Cusbman. 

Bbeneser Briggs. Isaac Soule. 
Seth Tinkham. 

Train band, 68; alarm list, 18: total, 81. 

SBCOND COMPANY.— Train Band. 

Oummi9noMed Offleert, 
Bsra Uarlow, oapt. Glershom Foster, 2d lieut. 

Abner Nelson, lieut. 

Non'CommUtioutd Officer* , 

Josiah Harlow, sergt. Bbeneser Bardeo, ooq). 

Samuel Miller, sergt. Joseph Bennett, Jr., corp. 

Joseph Wuodf sergt. James Ashley, corp. 

SyUanus Tillson, sergt. Joseph llowland, oorp. 

JfiistciaiM. 
John Morton, drummer. Winslow Bennett, ilfer. 



Privatf, 
Ruphus Richmond, clerk. 
William Bennett. 
Bbeneser Blackman. 
Lemuel Bourne, 
lohabod Barden. 
Sylvanus Bennett. 
Joseph Bennett. 
Joshua Coswoll. 
DsTid Caswell. 
Qeorge Caswell. 
Jeremiah Caswell. 
Blipbalet Cusbman. 
John Clark. 



Blias Cusbman. 
James Coggsliall. 
Elkanah Doggott. 
Simeon Doggett, Jr. 
Joseph Leonard (6th). 
Gideon Leonard. 
Juhn Lounurd, Jr. 
luhubod Murtun, Jr. 
Joshua Morton. 
Caleb Morton. 
Seth Morton, Jr. 
Qeorge Morton. 
LcTi Morton. 



Thomss Ml 
John Mills 
Simeon Ma 
Josiah Pad 
Zobadoe M 
Joseph Rai 
Benjamin 
Joseph Rio 
Ichabod R 
James Roe 
Lemuel Sa 
John Smit 
Qideon Soi 
Nathaniel 
Israel Sam 

SB 

Abnor Bou 
Job i'ieroe 
Nathaniel 
Istuic Wooi 
Kliiis Milk 
John Tow I 
Samuel Bs 
Job Macon 
Joseph Le 
Dr. Josepl] 
William B 
Abner Bar 
Bbeneser 1 
John Bard 
Kboiioscr I 
Isaao Cusli 
Jabex Dog 
John Free 
Nathaniel 
Bphraim 1 

Trail 
T 

Nathaniel 
Samuel Ba 



Abner Pro 
Joseph Le 
Putor Tint 



Bbeneser ^ 
Nathan Tl 
John Finn 
Daniel Tu 
Woodward 
Zcbudce C 
Zephaniah 
Edward Tl 
Enooh Th< 
Miuuh Hr) 
EUmuiid > 
Zeuus Wai 
Nathan W 
Paul Pratl 
Joseph l)u 
Joseph Uu 
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ThomMi Tiip|>cr, Jr. 
.Ii*|illmli Hiplnjr. 
CornoHuii Kllis. 
Benjamin BrjAnt. 
Amiiia Bryant. 
8etb Tinkham. 
Kphraim W<M»d (2d). 
William Littlejohn. 
Zenas Riplry. 
Jabex Thomai, Jr. 
Jacob Bates. 
Iflraol Tlioman. 
Levi Thomae. 
Jetee Bryant. 
John Norontt, Jr. 
Ephraim Norcutt. 

Tlio InKt four iiniiicd 
Bt^rvicc!/* tlmt duiibtlcas 
Kevulutiunary army. 



Jacob Harford. 
JoMcpb Jaclcnon. 
Amasa Wood. 
Israel Baton. 
Bsra Riobmond. 
Peres Leonard. 
Aberdeen Pratt. 
Elipbalet Elms. 
Thomas Blackman. 
Samuel Leonard. 
David Weston, Jr. 
Ooorgo Pratt. 
David Tamer. 
Isaao Bampus. 
Joseph Topper. 

wcro dcsi^nnted as being " in 
meant tlio patriot service of 



TUIRD COMPANY. 

Lemuel Wood, oapt. 
Thomas Wood, lieot. 
James Weston, lient. 
Kdiiiuml Wontnn, liont. 
Robert Cnshiiian, Hoot. 
Arebipn^ Cole, lieut. 
John Murdook, lieut. 

Benjamin , ens. 

Samuel D . 

Benjamin . 

llushai Thomas. 
William Cushman. 
Andrew Loach. 
IjciiiiicI llryniit. 
James Lilllf*jobn. 
Kbeiicxer Wood. 

Train liaiid, 71 ; alarm list, 32: 



— Alarm List. 

Edward Qisbee. 
Samuel Pratt. 
Joseph Barden. 
Samuel Cushing. 
Joseph Leonard. 
Jododinh Lyon. 
Robert Green. 
Zebadee Pratt. 
George Richmond. 
David Weston. 
Ebenezer Riobmond. 
Zebulon Leonard. 
Rlisha Tinkham. 
Joseph llrttrs. 
John llayford. 
Thomas llnyford. 

toUl, 103. 



Jacob Shennan. 
Isaac Smith. 



William Strobridge. 
John Thnuihor. 



FOURTH COMPANY.— Train Band. 

Commwitmtd Offieert. 

Henry Peiroe, capt. Nathaniel Maoomber, 2d 

Peter Hoar, lieut. lieut. 

Non'OommitMioned OjD'wrrt, 



Robert Hoar, sorgt. 
William Canedy, sergt. 
Braddock Hoar, sorgt. 



Privatef, 



John Allen. 
David Braman. 
Seth Borden. 
Benjamin B(»othe. 
Baniab:«s Clark. 
Henry Bdminffter. 
Stephen Ilnthawsy. 
Josiah II alio way. 
Philip lloskins. 
John lloskins. 
Rboncxer HnfTord. 
Jiinitlhini lliilTonl. 
Sainurl llowlatnl. 
CoHfiiilor llowlniul. 
Kiiock llowliuiil. 
Isaao Hatbawny. 



Thomas Howland, sergt. 
Lebbeus Simmons, oorp. 
Seth Simmons, corp. 

John Hoar. 
William Hoar. 
Ebenezer Howland. 
Rufns Howland. 
Soth Keen. 
Joseph Keen. 
Moses Parr is. 
Isaao Parris. 
Samuel Parris. 
David Pratt. 
George Poirce. 
Viuon P«in?o. 
J urn OS Poirco. 
Simoon Poirco. 
Samuel Record. 
Seth Ramsdell. 



FOURTH COMPANY.— Alarm List. 

Josiah Smith, lieut. Job Chase. 

Esra Clark, lieut David Jucket. 

Joseph Boothe. Abraham Peiree. 

Nathaniel Clossen. Richard Peiroe. 

Train band, 45; alarm list, 8 : total, 63. 

SIXTH COMPANY.— Train Band. 

Commi»»ioHed 0£ie«tr», 
James Shaw, oapt. Daniel Tinkham, 2d liout. 

John Miller, liout. 

Non-Cfommi»9ioHed Officer §, 



Elisha Clark, sergt. 
Jedcdiah Miller, sergt. 
Klisha Ridor, sorgt. 
Elijah Thomas, sergt. 
Peter Miller, oorp. 

Nathan Alden. 
John Benson. 
Elkanah Bennett, 
liovi Beirce. 
John Bishop. 
Jedediah Bennett. 
William BryanL 
Solomon Bolton. 
David Bolton. 
Thomas Bonnet. 
Nchemiah Bonnet. 
John Bennet. 
Aaron Carey. 
Daninl Carey. 
Samuel Cobb. 
KInathan Coombs. 
Simoon Coombs. 
John Coale. 
Roger Clark. 
John Gammons. 
Seth Hall. 
Solomon Hall. 
Israel Holmes. 
Luther Hall. 
Noah Haskell. 
Henry Hacket. 
George Howland. 
Caleb Muxsom. 



Job Sherman, oorp. 
Jonathan Rider, oorp. 
Barxilla Thomas, Jr., 
oorp. 



Privatet, 



Samuel Muxsom. 
Lemuel Pnrrinton. 
Hesekiah Purrinton. 
Elias Purrinton. 
Arodi Peiroe. 
Elipbalet Peiroo. 
Nathan Peiroe. 
Isaao Perkins. 
Eiyah Perry, Jr. 
Asa Perry. 

Silvan us Peterson, Jr. 
Joseph Purrinton. 
Samuel Rider. 
David Rohhlns. 
Caleb Simmons. 
Georgo Simmons. 
Joseph Shaw. 
Chipman Shaw. 
Ebeneier Shaw. 
Isaao Thomas. 
Cornelius Tinkham. 
Isaac Tinkham. 
Enoch Thomas. 
Henry Thomas. 
Abner Wood. 
Caleb Wood. 
Francis Wood. 



SIXTH COMPANY.— Alarm List. 



Capt. Abisbai Tinkham. 
Capt Abiel Peiroe. 
Capt. Joseph Keith. 
Liout. l^oxcll Thomas. 
Robert Clark. 
Stephen Coombs. 
Ebeneier Hacket. 
Joshua Perry. 



Edward Raymond. 
Simeon Sherman. 
Edward Sherman. 
John Swift. 
Barsilla Thomas. 
Seth Miller. 
Moses Thomas. 
William Peiroe. 



Elijah Perry. 
Train band, 60 ; alarm list, 17 : total, 83. 

8KVKNTH COMPANY.— Ti.AiN Bani». 

CommifioHcd (f£ieer», 

Abraham Shaw, capt. John Smith, 2d liout. 

Robert Strobridge, lieut. 
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Non-GommUaioned OJjUoert, 



Bbonesor Nolsoiii sergt. 
Hugh Montgomery, sergt. 
John Smithi sergt. 
Jamof Piokeni, lergt. 



TUoiimii Piokona, oorp. 
Job Smith, oorp. 
Seth Hoar, oorp. 



Afu«foi'(in«. 
Silaa Pickens, drummer. Joseph Smith, fifcr. 



Prtvatet. 



John BIy, Jr. 
William BIy. 
Joseph BIy. 
Lemuel Briggs. 
Andrew Cole. 
Mioah Colo. 
Nathan Cote. 
Paul Dean. 
Qeorge Douglass, Jr. 
Abner Rlins. 
Joshua Kiiskins. 
Job Hoar. 
Samuul Ilolmos. 
Jeremiah Jones, Jr. 
Joseph Maoomber, Jr. 
John Montgomery, Jr. 
John MoCully, Jr. 
John Maoomber. 
Samuel Maoomber. 
Elijah Maoomber. 
niram Nelson. 

SRVKNTII COMPANY 

Capt. Amos Washburn. 
LiouL Blisha Haskell. 
Lieut. Andrew MoCully. 
Lieut. Joseph Maoomber. 
Zephaniah Briggs. 
John BIy. 
BIkanah Caswoll. 
Goorgo Douglass. 
Roger Haskell. 
Zebulon Haskell. 
Train band, 58; alarm list, 20 : toUl, 73. 

BIQHTH COMPANY.— Traik Bamd. 
Commudioned Officer; 



William Piokens. 
Jonathan Phinney. 
John Parris. 
David Piokens. 
Benjamin Piokens. 
Israol Riohmond. 
Abiel Smith. 
Nathaniel Shaw. 
Benjamin Spooner. 
Uriah Sampson, Jr. 
Isaac Sampson. 
Nathaniel Thompson. 
Silas Towusend. 
Caleb Tinkbam. 
Abner Townsend. 
George Williams. 
Abiel Washburn. 
Jonathan Wescoat. 
David Ondworth. 
Alanson Colman. 

— Alarm List. 

Job Uowland. 
Ithernah Uaskins. 
Thomas Nelson. 
Samuel Niles. 
John Piokens. 
Thomas Piokens. 
Abraham Kced. 
Henry Strobridgo. 
Job Townsond. 



David Vaugban, oapt. 
Andrew Cobb, lieut. 



lobabod 
lieut. 



Wood, Jr., 2d 



NoH - Committioned Offieert, 
Jaoob Thomas, sergt. Samuel Bnrges, oorp. 

Beta Soule, sergt. Nelson Thomas, oorp. 

William Shurtliff, sergt. Petor Wood, oorp. 

Binny Cobb, sergt. 

Musician, 
Thomas Batos, drummur. 



Private; 



John Tinkham, Jr. 
Francis Bont. 
Isaac Bryant. 
Isaiah Clark. 
James Cobb. 
Gerfhom Cobb. 
Binny Cobb, Jr. 
Isaiah Cobb. 
Andrew Cobb, Jr. 



Nathan Cobb (2d). 
Nathan Cobb (3d). 
William Elms. 
Benjamin Gammons. 
Nathnn Kinsley. 
Nathan Key. 
Zurashah Pnlmor. 
John Perkins. 
Josoph Perkins. 



Israel Smith. Zonae Thomas. 

John Smith. Kbcr TlioHinv. 

Bllsha Thomas. A m<M Tinkham. 

Bliphalot Thomas. Klias Vaughan. 

Benjamin Thomas, Jr. David Yaugitan (2d). 

James Thomas. Edmund Wood. 

Chnrohill Thomas. Japhet Washburn. 

Ransom Thomas. Zaohariah Weston, Jr. 

Jeremiah Thomas, Jr. - Manasi<oh Washburn. 

Esra Thomas. Joshua Wood. 

EIGHTH COMPANY.— Alarm List. 

Josiah Carver, oapt. Nathan Hatch. 

Joshua Eddy, oapt. Zaohariah Paddock. 

Jonathan Fuller, ens. John SamiMun. 

Jesse Vaughn, ens. Jedediah Thomas. 

Thomas Sturtevant, doct. Charles Thomas. 

John Bent. Jeremiah Thomas. 

Nathan Cobb. Zaohariah Wettun. 

Bbenoser Cobb. Amos Wood. 
Train band, 50; alann list, 10 : total, 66. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Train Band. Alarm List Total. 

First Company 68 13 81 

Seoond •* 68 3» 107 

Third " 71 82 108 

Fourth " 46 8 58 

Sixth " 66 17 88 

Seventh " 58 20 78 

Eighth ** 50 16 06 

421 U5 566 

Thus it is luudo most evidently and conclusively to 
appear that at the beginuing of the year 1782 Mid- 
dleboro' had five hundred and sixty-six persons liable 
to perform military duty, besides those enrolled in 
the Fifth Company ; that could the number be learned, 
it would doubtless swell the sum total to over seven 
hundred. An important change, or rather several 
important changes were made in the number and 
bounds of the companies in Middleboro*, pursuant to 
the recommendation of the military committee of the 
Honorable Council of the Governor of this common-, 
wealth, under date of May 13, 1831. 

That report was as follows : 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACIIUSET'I'S. 

"The Committee of Counoil on Military A flairs, to whom was 
referred the oommunioation of the Adjutant* General on the sub- 
Jeot of reorganising the Militia, ooufonning the same to the re- 
duced numbers which, by law, now eompose the Train Rand, eto. 
RiPORT, That in the Fourth Regiment the companies of Infantry 
in the ti»wn of Miiiiilkdoiioiiuii, coiumandutl by Captaimt Hon- 
jaiiiin F. Wood and James I'iokous, bo disbanded, and that alt 
persons liablo to be enrolled in the militia and residing within 
the following limits in said Middloborougli, viz., beginning at 
Woodward's bridge, on Taunton Uivor, thunce easterly by said 
river tu tlio southwest ooruer of Halifax; thenoe southeasterly 
by the lino which divides Middleborough from Halifax, Plyuip- 
ton, and Carver, until it comes to the road leading from William 
ShurtlifT's, in Middleborough, to Plymouth, by Rocky Meadow 
Saw-mill; t\icnce easterly by said road to tho brook to Tuspa- 
quin Pond ; thence westerly by the north side of said pond, and 
pass brook to the road loaiUng from Warehaui to Bridgewator 
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thenee wenierlj by the said rtmd which lends to Bridgewaior, bj 
Kflwnrd Rpnrrow's and I#ori Tinkhanrs, nntil it comns to tho 
rood Imdiiif; from IMynioalh to Taiintfui by tlio hoiMo of 
Thonms Sproat ; thence eii»terly by eaid Taonton road to the 
NeniAiiket RiTcr; thenee northerly by Ntid river to the road 
leadinj; from Middleboroogh Pour Corners to Bridgowater, 
by the housed of (General Abiel Washburn and Kbonexer Willis; 
thence by said road to the bounds first mentioned (excluding 
all tho inhabitantu on said roail from Iho school-house near 
CScnorat Washburn'^ to Woodward's bridgo), l>r enrolled in tho 
company of Infantry eoininanflod by (>aptain Karl Spmat, and 
nMislilulo tho Nnrthftimt iUtmpttntf iu aaiti hi iililhhttroMtjh. And 
thtit nil porMoii!! liable to be onrollo<l in the Militia and residing 
within the following bounds, vis., beginning at Pall Brook 
Furnace, thence easterly by Fall Brook to the north side of 
Tuspnquin I'ond to the mouth of the brook which runs near the 
house of William ShurtleflT; thenee northerly by said brook to 
the roiul loading from William ShurtlolTs to Tlymouth, by 
Uoiiky Mauiow Saw-mill ; tlionco easterly by tho snid road to 
Carver line; thence southeasterly by the line which divides tho 
town of Middleborough from Carver and Wareham to Roches- 
ter; thence westerly by the line which divides Kochester from 
Middleborough to East Quitious Pond ; thence northerly by 
Bast Quiticus, upper and lower Pocksha Ponds, to the mouth 
of the brook near Klias Cnshman's ; thence northerly, straight 
to tho flrst-naniml iKiundM, bn enrolled in the Company of In- 
fantry, e4>mmandod by (^ptnin John Fuller, and conftituto the 
SniilhrnKt f^nufntny in Afhfiflrhoro$tifh. 

"Thnt all pers<ms, liable to be enrolled in tho militiii,nnd re- 
siding within the following bounds, vis. : beginning at Taunton 
line at Shaw's meeting-house ; thence southwesterly by the 
road leading from said meeting-house to Sampson's Tavern, 
in Middleborough, until it comes to Assawanisett Pond ; thence 
easterly by the west side of Assawamsctt lower and upper Pock- 
sha and Kant Qui ticus Pond to Rnohfwler; ilienco wcfilorly and 
northorly by tho line wliioli divid<w Middleborough from Itocli- 
ester, Taunton, and Freetown to the first-nicntionod bounds bo 
enrollc<l in the company of infantry comninndcd by Cnpt. Samuel 
Hoar, and conKtilute the iSouthwcst Company in Middle- 
borough. 

"That all persons liable to be enrolled in the militia, and 
residing within the following limits, vis.: beginning at Wood- 
ward's bridge on Taunton River: thence southerly by the road 
leading from Bridgcwater to Middleborough Four Comers by the 
houses of Rbeneser Willis and (Son. Abiel Washburn to the Ne- 
masket River, including all the inhabitants on the said road from 
Woodward's bridge to the school-house near Gen. Abiel Wash- 
bum's; thence on snid river to tho ron«l leading from Taunton 
by the houHcs of Petor II. Poirco, Ooorgo T^couard, nnd Siimuel 
Miller to Taunton line ; thence north by tho lino which divides 
Middleborough from Taunton to Taunton River; thence west- 
erly by said river to the bounds first mentioned, bo enrolled in 
the company of infantry commatidod by Capt. William Murdoch, 
and constitute the Northwest Company in Middleborough. 

"That all persons liable to bu enrolled in the militiit, and re- 
siding within tho following bounds, vi/.. : beginning nt Shaw's 
meeting- h(»uso; thence northerly by iho lino which divides 
Middleborough from Taunton to tiie road lending from Taunton 
to Plymouth ; thence easterly by fnu\ roiid lending lo Plymouth 
by tho houses of Snuuiol Miller, George Leonard, and Potor II. 
Peirco to the road lending from Hridgownter to Waroham near 
Thomas Sprout's; thcnco southensterly by said road loading to 
Warohnot hy ihc houses of Levi Tinkhnni and Kdward Spar- 
row to Fall Brook ; thence wcj<tcrly by paid brook tO Fall hrook 
Furnne*^; thence southerly si might lo the mouth of tho hrook 
near Klias Cushman's at lower Pocksha nnd Assnwamsolt Ponds 



to the road leading from Sampson's Tavern in Middleborough 
to Shaw's moeting-honse ; thence northwesterly by said road to 
tho first-men tionod bounds, bo enrolled in the eompany of in- 
fantry commanded by Capt. Abraham Bryant, and constitute 
the Central Company in Middleborough." 

This report was bj the Governor and Council ac- 
cepted May 13, 1831, and enforced by General Orders 
of May 30, 1 831. The boundaries by this order fixed 
For these Ihcticeforth five instead of seven standing 
coinpani(!S in the local militia of Middleboro', re- 
mained unchanged until the abolition of the old 
militia system by an act of the Massachusetts Legis- 
lature, passed April 24, 1840. 

The two light infantry companies in Middleboro*, 
familiarly known as grenadiers, that for many years 
were flank companies to the Fourth Raiment of In- 
fantry, were incorporated into and became parts of the 
Third Regiment of Light Infantry. 

Grand Army of the Republio. — One post of the 
Massachusetts Department of the Grand Army of the 
Republic exists in MiddlelKiro', some of its members 
residing in the adjacent towns of Carver, Freetown, 
and liakcvillc. 

The charter of this post bears date of March 13, 

1867, and the first meeting was held March 19, 1867, 
which was also the date of its first election of officers. 
This order, that has now so largely increased in this 
State as to l>c organized into nearly two hundred posts, 
was then in its infancy, only seven posts throughout 
this entire commonwealth having been previously 
formed, and Post 8, therefore, is the oldest in Plym- 
outh County, and among the most *^ ancient and hon- 
orable" of the State. Soon afler its formation and 
organization this post adopted its name, in compliment 
to the writer of this historic sketch, who has ever re- 
garded that act of this body as a high honor, more es- 
pecially ;\H he at that lime was not a member of the 
order, nnd the first intimation that he received of the 
desire or intention of the {>ost to do so was a notice 
that the deed had already been done. This post is 
therefore known as E. W. Peirce Encampment, Post 
8, Grand Army of the Republic. 

The post commanders, with their several terms of 
sorvicc, have been as follows: A. T. Wales, March 19, 
18G7, to June 2G, 1868: Marcus Soulc, Juno 26, 
18G8, to Dec. 25, 1878; Lewis Finney, Dec. 25, 

1868, to June 26, 1869; Charles A. Howes, June 
26, 1869, resigned; Ijorenzo D. Monroe, Dec. 25, 

1869, to June 25, 1870; James E. Cushraan, June 
25, 1870, to Dec. 30, 1871 ; A. T. Wales, Dec. 30, 
1871, to Dec. 28, 1872; Job Morton Staples, Dec. 
28, 1872, to Dec. 27, 1873; Joiin C. Sullivan, Dec. 
27, 1873, to Dec. 26, 1874 ; Charles L. Starkey, Dec. 
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26, 1874, to Jan. 25, 1876 ; Luther Crane, Jan. 25, 
1876, to Deo. 30, 1876 ; A. W. Stoddard, Dec. 30, 

1876, to Dec. 1, 1877; George H. Shaw, Dec. 1, 

1877, to Dec. 7, 1878; Leandcr M. Alden, Deo. 7, 

1878, to Dec. 3, 1881 ; Benjamin W. Bump, Dec. 3, 

1881, to Deo. 2, 1882; Frederick E. Wood, Deo. 2, 

1882, to Dec. 1, 1883 ; Alvan P. Vaughan, Dec. 1, 
1883. 

This post is in a prosperous condition and provided 
with good quarters in the Peirce Academy Building, 
at the Four Corners Village in Middleboro*. 



sJ 

si 



CHAPTER VL 



INDUSTRIAL HISTORY, 






The first mill erected in Middlehoro' was designed 
for grinding corn, and located very near the spot now 
occupied by the '* Star Mills" ; and this fact leads 
naturally to the conclusion that the mill-dam at or near 
that place was the first or earliest one built upon tho 
stream. Corn was tho principal crop cultivated by 
the Indians before the arrival of the white people, 
and the latter immediately made it their chief crop, 
and that upon which, more than any other, and per- 
haps more than all others combined, they relied to 
obtain bread, being, as it oamo essentially to be, tho 
white man's " staff of life." 

But although the white man was so ready to accept 
the red man's " Indian corn" as his chief article of 
food, the Christian was not content to follow the 
pagan practice of putting it into the form and con- 
dition of bread by first parching or roasting it in the 
fire, and then pounding in a mortar till reduced to meal, 
and resort by the emigrant was therefore quickly had to 
hard work at a hand-mill or a long and tedious journey 
with his grist to the corn-mill operated by water-power 
in Plymouth, and he therefore who first put in suc- 
cessful operation a mill for grinding corn at Middle- 
boro' was doubtless regarded, as in truth he was, a 
great public benefactor. Nearly two days* tedious 
journeying to and from Plymouth was thus saved 
to a householder at Middleboro' every time that a 
bushel of corn had to be ground fur family use, or 
a relief from the still more distasteful task of '^ grind- 
ing" at a ^Muiiid-mill," where the one operator 
*' taken," whether man or woman, was deemed more 
fortunate than the other that was left, the misery of 
the present overcoming all fears concerning the future. 



the inconvenience suffered being deemed unequaled 
by any that could reasonably be aiitieiputctl. 

The dennnid for a griMt-mill satisfied by iK^iug pro- 
vided for, the next, as would roasonubly be expected, 
was expressed in the desire to utilise water-power in 
sawing lumber, and thus preparing materials for build- 
ing houses and bams, habitations for both men and 
beasts, and as a result two saw-mills were soon after 
built upon what was known as Bartlett's Brook, ader 
which, in the march of improvement at Middleboro', 
" log^^bins" began speedily, and continued steadily, 
to disappear, being regarded as obsolete and thoroughly 
behind the times, and were never more popular as 
human habitations, or declared to be " the blest or 
best abodes of civilized man," save during the brief 
period of the noted Harrison campaign, in 1840, when 
hard cider was also extolled and declared surpassing a 
nectar of tho gods, and thus the spirit made to control 
the understanding. Frame buildings were taking the 
place of those constructed of logs at Middleboro' even 
before the breaking out of King Philip's war, in 1675, 
and as in that conflict it is highly probable that every 
house and barn in town was destroyed by the Indians, 
so in the rebuilding that was commenced aller that 
war frame buildings were in nearly or quite every 
instance made to take the places of both the log 
cabins and frame buildings destroyed by the infuriated 
red man's torch during that bloody and distressing 
conflict. 

What is known as Muttock was probably the second 
place at which a dam was made to span the stream 
running from the lakes or great ponds, seiiking an 
outlet through ** Taunton Great lliver" into Mount 
Hope Bay, and at Muttock the water-power was so 
extensively and successfully utilized that this locality 
became one of greater enterprise and more numerous 
industries than any other in town, far surpassing what 
is now the business centre at the Four Corners, and 
thus continuing for a long term of yours. But the 
busy hum of these numerous industries of Muttock 
was not conducted, or even suffered to be commenced, 
without opposition from some of the inhabitants, sec- 
onded by checks and impediments on the part of the 
town in its corporate capacity, as strong objections 
were made to the building of the Muttock (lain on 
account of the apprehended detriment it might prove 
to tho herring fishery, — that constant and never-end- 
ing theme of controversy, — herring then being deemed 
not only an article of food, but indispensable to the 
raising of corn, — a few herring, according to Indian 
custom, still being applied to each hill to force the 
growth of this crop, and herring being in one or more 
instances relied on to pay some of the town officers 
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for tlio pcrrortnance of their public duties.^ llorring, 
therefore, and all that properly pertained to the en- 
couragement and aided in producing herring, ought to 
and did engross the jealous care of Niddleboro' people, 
and their scruples were difficult to surmount, but were 
finally so allayed as to allow the erection of the Mut- 
tock dam, thus giving groat impetus to several other 
industries, and leaving it a still open question whether 
it was or was- not at the expense of an injury done to 
the lierring fishery. 

That permissiou from the town of Middleboro' to 
erect the Muttock dam was obtained in an open town- 
meeting lioldcn March 3, 1734, wlien it was " voted 
to allow Benjamin White, Esq., and others, liberty to 
erect a dam across Nemasket River for the benefit of 
a slitting-mitl." 

The town at the same meeting voted to permit 
*' Gapt. Bennett and Francis Miller, and others to 
build a dam for iron-works,'* but at the same time 
providing that these iron-works must not be permitted 
or suffered to impede the passage of the alewives or 
herrings. 

Both these pennits then oblAined are thought to 
have applied to Muttock and the dam at that place 
erected as a consequence, and where for a few years 
the water-power was utilized to carry the machinery 
of a slitting-mill, and possibly in addition thereto a 
forge. About ten years after the grant obtained to 
erect this dam, the arrival and locating in this town 
of Mr. Peter Oliver gave great im|>etus to the hnsi- 
n(*8S of niannfactnrerH at this point, which thenceforth 
was very successfully conducted for the next and im- 
mediately succeeding thirty years. 

One of the first or earliest blast-furnaces erected in 
this section of Massachusetts was probably located 
upon the dam at Muttock, and carried on by Peter 
Oliver, who appears to have discovered that the iron 
ore taken from the bottom of the great ponds in 
Middleboro', and dug from the bogs in town, was not 
sufficient for all the uses required, as that fact is most 
conclusively proved by a written correspondence car- 
ried on between Mr. Oliver and the committee of the 
province for the prosecution of the French and Indian 
war, a portion of which correspondence has been 
carefully preserved and is now on file in the office of 
the Secretary of State at Boston. 

The first letter of Mr. Oliver was addressed to 
"The Hon''" Committee of War," and in words 
following : 

» May 'i-l, 1081, William JloskinA wiw unniiiiitoiisly oIioRon 
town clerk of Alia«lkboro', ami Ibo town votcti to give him a 
load of fii«h, Likfii at Ihc herring weir ami dolivorcd at his 
houiio, for hia service one year as town olerk. 



*' MiDDLBBOROuan, March 1, 1766. 

"OKifTLKMRif, — Your FaTour of 27*** Feb' relating to tap- 
plying you with two Ilowbitxers I reeelTcd on Saturday Night, 
A now eend a Meuinger to acquaint you that had I known of 
your having occasion for them 10 Daya ago, I could have sup- 
plied yon, but I finished my Rlasi 3 or 4 Days since; which I 
am sorry for, as I had boon at a groat Deal of Trouble A Chargo 
to procure Mountain Ore to make warlike Stores, of which ore is 
of a far better Quality than any wo hare in these Parts, eepeeially 
for Qnns and Mortars. I have sent for more Mountain Ore, A 
expect to blow again this month, A if you should then want 
any Stores, I belioTe I can supply you with those of as good 
a Quality as can be made, for I am sensible of the Kisque of 
making guns and Mortars from Bog Ore thst I shall not attempt 
thera again with that. 

" I am. Gentlemen, your Tory humble Servant, 

"Pbter Omvkr." 

What Mr. Oliver spelled " howbitaer" waa doubt- 
less a howitzer. It is also intimated that Mr. Oliver 
had before this date been manufacturing warlike 
stores, and that his experience in that business had 
taught him not to trust to the use of bog ore. 

A few days later Mr. Oliver wrote, — 
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"MiDDLBBORouan, March 8, 1756. 
Sir, — J shall be much obliged to you if you would write me 
a Line whether I could have the Ballanoo due to me from the 
Treasury ; if so I would come down, otherwise I should be loth 
to come. 

<'If I come I shall bring down £100 on £600 0. T. from 
Constables. 
"The mortars A shells I will send immediately. 
" Mr. De Costar has nigh 100 shells by him already of mine, 
and the roiiiaindor 1 will send from thence. 

" Yr humble Servant, 

" ricTKU Omvkr." 

** MioDLRDORouGif, April 7^, 1756. 

" Sir, — I am sorry to inform you that after the greatest as- 
siduity and application I am not able to have*the Warlike 
stores ready thai you bespoke by the 16*^ April. 

" I had got my Hearth secured k procured a vessel to fetch 
it, but bad Weather A, contrary Winds preventing my sending 
for it, Sf» that 1 was obliged to cart it 60 niiloii, and have but 
just now got it in, that 1 cannot blow till (he latter end of next 
week. 

" The last acn^ of stores I received from you I do not think 
very likely can be completed untill the 10th May; if that will 
do T will undertake to send thorn (unavoidable accidents ex- 
cepted) from Taunton to New York at my own charge, provided 
the hon' Coinmillcoof War will run the llifique of tho soas. 

** Whether they will bo wanted by that Time is not for me to 
say ; but where they could have been axft elsewhere sooner I 
do not know, for Mr. Barker, I am informed, has but just 
finiahcd what he contracted for. 

"Some of tho aforementioned stores can be finished before 
the 10"> Mav. 

" It would have given mo more uneasiness, Sir, had this De- 
lay happened by any Fault of mine, but the Season of the year 
has prevon(o<l my accoinpliyliing the business. 

" 1 don't write this (tiinp* to induce tho hon^ Committee of 
War to wait for mo 'to their Loss, prejudice, for I had much 
rather rulon!<o Iho whole than have tho least ill consequence 
attend the alTair. 

" I shall not wait for an answer to this, but hurry the Fur- 
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naoo into a Bloat as fast as possible, whether I make one of 

those stores or not. 

** I propose to be in Doston the beginning of the week, so 

that you neotl not give yourself the Trouble of a fiottor to mo. 

" I am, Sir, yr. vary humble Horvant, 

'* Pktbk Olivkr. 
" p. s. I have sent 

«320 6 in. Shot. 

<<5S9 8 do. Do. 

"383 10 OS. Do." 

Mr. Oliver's fourth letter: 

" MiDor.RiioKo', May 21, 1750. 

"Gkntlkubn, — I received your Letter 19^ instant this Day. 
I had already given my reasons for not writing, w^, whether 
they are suflSoient or not, I must Leave to you gentlemen to 
Judge of. 

** The Carcasses are shipped, A I hope will be with you by the 
Time this Letter arrives, which I suppose are not engaged. As 
to the Qranadoe Shells A Mortars, I havo quitted them, & have 
lent Mr. Barker my Pattern for the mortars, who no doubt will 
send them soon, A had it been in my power to havo forwanled 
the matter I should not have been wanting, but I have sent 
ressel after vessel, at great Expense, and have been daily ez> 
peoting one after another with one proper to have a Fumaoe in 
order for stores of such Consequence, which, had they arrived, 
a few Days would hare conveyed to New York sooner than they 
oould be tny other Way, unless they were made to Hand, for I 
hail procured a Vessel I to carry them. 

** I am, gentlemen, with groat esteem y' very hum* Servant, 

^ ** Pktkk Oiiivkit. 

"To the non»»»« Committee of War." 

Tliis lower dam continued to be the property of the 
Oliver family until the war of the Amerioan Revolu- 
tion, and the industries carried on there thus came to 
be familiarly known as Oliver's works. 

The position taken by the Oliver family in the war 
of the American Revolution was such that it was forced 
to leave the county, and the far- fumed Oliver works 
passed into other hands, and for a time were conducted 
by a Mr. Leach, followed by Capt. Nathaniel Russell, 
who removed to Plymouth, and was succeeded by Mr. 
Hushia Thomas. 

Then Gen. Abiel Washburn became much the 
largest of its numerous owners, his share in the prop- 
erty amounting to three-fourths of the entire interest, 
and an old-fashioned saw-mill was added, and in 1810 
a new slitting-mill built, and at a still later period a 
shovel-factory that run up to the time Gen. Wash- 
burn died, viz., June 17, 1843. 

For several years a grist-mill was also in operation 
here. 

We will now return to the consideration of the 
history of the first dam erected upon the Nemasket 
River. 

That grist-niili, erected in Middleboro* (near the 
present site of the Star Mills), a little before the 
breaking out of King Philip's war, was burned by 
the Indians in that conflict, and rebuilt soon after the 
return of peace. 



Principal among the proprietors of the new grist- 
mill appears to have boon Francis Coombs, who wiw 
a selectman of Middleboro' in 1G74 and 1G75, and 
rc-eloctod in 1080-82. 

Francis Coombs was also the tavern-keeper at 
Middleboro',^ his license to (Vrniish entertainment for 
man and beast bearing date of Oct. 30,* 1678; and 
he continued thus to provide food and lodging, com- 
fort and rest to wearied travelers and tired beasts 
until his death, Dec. 31, 1682. The tavern license 
was renewed to his widow, Mrs. Mary Coombs, July 
1, 1684, and his daughters claimed the grist-mill.' 

The present mill-dam, although near to, does not 
occupy precisely the same site of that erected more 
than two hundred years ago, on which to operate a 
grist-mill. 

Some eighty years ago a cotton -factory was erected 
upon a new dam near and perhaps in part joining the 
old one. 

This cotton -factory came to be owned and run by 
the firm of Peirce & Wood, who subsequently added 
upon the new dam a shovel manufactory ; and part of 
the water-power was devoted to carry a griHt-mill. 

The firm of l^eircc & Wood consisted of OiA. Peter 
IT. Peirce and Deacon Iforatio W(mk1. 

Wool-cards were here operated for a time by a man 
named Bennett These wool-cards went under the 
name of carding-machine, as wool had formerly been 
carded by hand. 

These wool-cards of the machine turned the raw 
material into rolls suited for spinning upon a wheel at 
the owner's home, for few houses at that time were 
destitute of a Hpinning-whoel. 

Of pianos they had none; of spinning-wheels, 
many. But although the buzzing sound of the wheel 
was less harmonious, it is by no means certain that 
families generally were less happy. 

The *' Star Mills," so called, now occupy the point 
at or very near which the wat^^rs of bhe Nenniskot 
River were first utilized as a motive power, the Star 
Mill or Mills being quite a large and extensive woolen- 
factory that has been in operation something more 
than twenty years. 

On the 31st day of May, 1762, Igmuius Kims, for 
and in considoration of the sum of forty-two |>ounds, 
sold to Samuel Thatcher, Elias Miller,' Nathaniel 



1 That tavern was probably kept, where, about half a century 
ago, Capt. Abnor liarrows kept a publio-houso or hotel. 

* The (laughters of Francis Coombs (deceased) took possossioii 
of the gristmill March 13, 1697. (See Proprietors' *' Record of 
the Town of Middlcboru'.") One of those dauglitors married a 
Harruwii, and hud a stm nauiwi Cuouibs Harrows. 

' USIiiis Miller at that date kept an inn or tavern. 
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Soulhworth, and Silas Wood land bordering upon tlio 
Ncmasket River at the place whore the upper dam 
upon that stream is located, and where that dam was 
80on afler built, and the water-power thus created 
utilized for operating a forge. 

April 17, 1777, Silas Wood sold one-eighth of the 
forgo to George Leonard, and a few years later, viz., 
in or a little before 1785, this forge was wholly or in 
part destroyed by fire, as upon the 27th of May, 1785, 
OiHirgc JiiMinard cJiargcd for what ho had cxi)cndcd 
in repairing the forge aller it was burnt, but the re* 
pairing was so near a rebuilding that the structure 
cimo afterward to be called and familiarly known as 
the " New Forge," and in 1796 was owned by Benja- 
min Leonard, Abiel Washburn, Georgo Ijeonard, and 
Abner Bounie. Three years later the proprietors 
were Benjamin Leonard, George Leonard, Abner 
Bourne, and Levi Peirce. 

In 1801 the owners appear to have been Bourne 
& Peirce, Benjamin Leonard, Georgo Leonard, and 
Abner Bourne & Son, and in 1809 Georgo Leonard, 
Maj. William Bourne, and Maj. Levi Peirce. 

This forge continued in o|)eration some seventy 
years, but a part of the water-power at this upper 
dam was from 1813 or 1814 used to carry a cotton- 
factory, and subsequently here was also added an old- 
fashioned saw-mill and a grist-mill.* 

At a later period, the manufacturing of cotton cloth 
1)oing almndoiuHl, the waler-powor was utilized to 
carry the nnichinery of a Hliovol-fadiory. 

In what WMH Middyioro* (but sinro 185l( in 
Lakevillo), and in the locality familiarly known as 
the ** Tack-Factory Neighborhood," a mill-dam was 
erected about one hundred and eighty years ago, and 
a forge located thereon that was operated nearly or 
quite eighty years.* The site has recently been occu- 
pied by a tack -factory. 

A blast-furnace was in successful operation at Mid- 
dleboro* in, and perhaps a little before, 1756. The 
blast-furnace was quite different from the cupola-fur- 
nace, as the latter was only capable of melting pig-iron 
and pot -metal, while the former smelted iron ores that 
were then in large ({uantitics dug in Middleboro*, and 
also taken from the bottom of Assawamsett Poiid.^ 



I The forgo wtui seriously injured by fire about the year 1818, 
but was repaired or rebuilt soon after. 

^ Maj. Thonins Leonard, of Taunton, wiis the projector of that 
enterprise. Ho died Nov. 'JO, 17 13. lie was father of Ensign 
BIkanah T^KSonard and grandfather of the lawyer, Maj. KIkanah 
Iiooniird. 

' 'I'he right to take tliis ore from Iho bottom of the Assawainsot 
l*ond wivs divided into shares among a kind of stock company 
(hat ni*cd to hold regular meetings ta regulate what for a time 
continued to be a productive industry. 
G5 



Ores taken out of the ground were designated by the 
name of " bog ore," and those taken from the bottom 
of the Assawamsett Lake, ** pond ore ;" and another 
kind was also used that received the name of " moun- 
tain ore," which seems to have been brought from afar, 
requiring transportation in vessels or water craft. 
IIow long previous to the year 1756 Peter Olivers 
blast-furnace was in operation is not now known, bnt 
that it was then doing quite an oxteiiHive businc>M 
and was one of the leading manufactories of its kind 
in the then *' Province of the Massachusetts Bay in 
New England** is most clearly shown from the writ- 
ten correspondence that Peter Oliver at that date had 
with the committee conducting the war then being 
waged, and which, to distinguish it from other con- ^ 
flicts, has come to be called and known in history as 
the " French and Indian war." 

A furnace was erected and for many years operated 
upon the Fall Brook, so called, from which circum- 
stance it came to acquire the name of Fall Brook 
Furnace. Soon after the close of the war of the 
American Revolution,* Capt. Joshua Eddy put up a 
furnace upon Whetstone Brook. Neither of these 
furnaces continue to exist, — that at Fall Brook hav- 
ing been t^iken down many years ago, and the Eddy 
furnace demolished more recently. 

Tub Straw Business. — This industry, now so 
extensively and succcssfnlly (H)ndnoted at Middloboru*, 
had its origin in that jmrt of tin* town that has sinco 
lK!oonie Lakevillo. To Ebene7.or Briggs, Jr., who 
resided upon the southerly shore of the great Assa- 
wamset Pond, in what was then West Middleboro' 
and now Lakeville, is due the honor of having intro- 
duced this business, that has since grown to be lucra- 
tive and furnished employment to a large number of 
operatives, in a word, thus putting the latter in pos- 
session of the opportunity and power of earning an 
honest living, and for which Mr. Briggs is justly 
entitled to the enviable appellation of public bene- 
factor. Mr. Briggs commenced this, which was then 
! generally called the bonnet business, in or near the 
year 1828, or some fifly-six years since, and he con- 
tinued his manufacture of straw goods in what is now 
Lakeville about seven years, when deeming the facili- 
ties for trade and manufacture afforded at the Four 
Corners Villsigc more numerous and superior to those 
he enjoyed or could command in West Middleboro*, 
{ he removed to what still continues to be Middleboro*, 
I and here carried on the business about nine years, 
when he .sold out to the firm of Pickens, King & Co. 
A year later Mr. King withdrew, and the name of the 
firm was changed to that of Pickens Brothers, and 
this continued two years, when Mr. J. M. Pickens 
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dissolved his coDnection, and the busiDeas was for a 
time carried on by Cnpt. Andrew J. Pickens. The 
main building of tlie straw-factory was erected by 
PickoMH Brothers in 1 855. 

In 1858, Capt. Andrew J. Pickens sold the factory 
and business to Mr. Albert Alden, the present pro- 
prietor. 

The straw braid that was at 6rst used was all made 
in this country, but that now used is imported. This 
business, that for a time did not amount to more than 
ten thousand dollars a year, has steadily increased 
until it is estimated at a quarter of a million, and gives 
employment to nearly four hundred operatives. In 
the early years of this enterprise all the sewing was 
done by hand, but is now almost entirely accomplished 
by machinery. 

The house in which Mr. Ebcncscr Briggs com- 
menced to make straw braid into women's bonnetii is 
still standing upon the Aesawaniset Neck, in the now 
township of Lakeville, and does not give very strong 
or unmistakable marks of age, and yet here it was 
that those very small beginnings were made, the 
l^itimato rcsuhs of which have successfully ripened 
and brought forth increase until as a final oonsuuima- 
tion is realized an industry employing more operatives 
than any other in the town of Middleboro*, tlius 
proving that truth is sometimes more strange than 
fiction, and teaching us not to ^' despise the day of 
small things.*' 

For these facts presented in the history of this en- 
terprise the writer of this sketch is mainly indebted 
to the kindness of Capt. Andrew J. Pickens, of 
Middlcboro', who was born and passed hip boyhood 
days in that part of the town which, in 1853, became 
Lakeville, and was for many years constantly and in- 
timately connected with this straw business, first as 
an operative and afterwards as a manufacturer. 

The Siiob Business. — The first or earliest shoe 
manufacturer at Middleboro' appears to have been 
Mr. Stephen B. Pickens, who carried it on in a small 
way compared with the present muiiner of conducting 
this industry, and having for a time Capt. Earl Sproat 
for a partner in business. Their workshop was in the 
building still standing upon the northeast corner at 
the Four Corners Village. 

The next inanufncturcrs were Leonard & Eaton, 
who occupied a rather small one -story wooden build- 
ing that was removed to Court End to give place to 
the erection of Murdock's Block, as it is now called, 
but then known as Wells* Block, as Dr. W. 11. Wells 
was the original proprietor. The building removed 
had sometime been painted green, and at Court 
End was used by a Mr. Thomas for a grocery store. 



Next the firm of Ward & Doggett commenced 
the manufacture of boots and shoes, and both proba- 
bly became rich from the profits that tliey thereby 
roaliifiotl. Theso partners wore Maj. Ooorgo Ward 
and Mr. William Elkanah Doggott. Ward & Dog- 
gett sold out to Bassett & Dunbar, and they in 
turn to Sampson & King, these three firms ciirry- 
ing on the shoe business in the then Wells' Block 
but now Murdock Block. 

Sampson & King removed with this buHiness to 
the ** American Building," so called. This firm con- 
sisted of Maj. Joseph Sampson, Jr., and Col. Nathan 
King. The next firm engaged in the business in the 
then Wells' (now Murdock's) Block was that of Leon- 
ard & Barrows, who were subsequently joined by Mr. 
Calvin D. Kingman, and at about the same time 
liconard & Eaton commenced in the building jnst 
northerly of the hotel. 

Mr. James Allen Leonard also went into the man- 
ufacture of boots and shoes at the Leonard place on 
Centre Street. 

This business has also been carried on quite exten- 
sively in the Titicut part of Middlcboro', and by 
the following-named persons and firms: Deacon Elijah 
E. PorkinH, Lysander lliohniond, Philo 8. Munhnsk, 
Keith & Pratt, Stetson & Hammond. 

The firms now engaged in the shoe manufacture 
at the Four Corners Village, in Middlcboro', are 
those of Leonard & Barrows and Calvin D. King- 
man & Sons, both of which are carrying on an exten- 
sive business, and thus greatly adding to the pros- 
perity of the community and town generally. 

The Hat Business. — In or near the year 18:M), 
Jabes Sherman employed some six men in the labor 
of making men's hats, and he was succeeded therein 
by Henry H. Bobbins; but this business here has long 
since been abandoned. 

Newspapers. — The first or earliest newspaper ever 
printed in Middlcboro' was known as the GUI Col- 
ony Democrat f and was started in Plymouth but re- 
moved to Middlcboro' jubt about half a century ago. 
Maj. Benjamin Drew, Jr., a practical printer, was 
editor, printer, and proprietor. This did not prove 
a success, and ere long it was diKContiiiued. Maj. 
Drew owed his military title to the fact that up4Hi the 
14th of Februury, 1835, he was ))rnmoted to the 
office of niiijor of the First Hogiuient of Plymouth 
County Brigade. Charles Soiilo, late of Middlcboro', 
was then colonel of that regiment, Joshua Brewster 
(2d), of Duxbury, lieutenant-colonel, and Thomas F, 
White, of Duxbury, adjutant. 

The NcmasL'ct Guzt'ttt was the next Mi«ldleboro' 
newspaper, and, like the other, this was started by a 
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printer. This paper was Grst issued Oct. 7, 1852, 
Sniuucl P. Brown, editor and proprietor. The sifiO 
of its sheet was seventeen by twenty-four inches. 
Some time in 1854, Mr. Brown sold the Nemasket 
Gazette to llev. Still man Pratt, who changed its 
name to Middteboro' Gazette and Old Colon f/ Adver- 
liner, Mr. Pratt died Sept. 1, 18G2, after wliich the 
paper was for a time published by his son, Mr. Still- 
wan B. l*ratt. In February, 18(59, Mr. James M. 
Coombs, the present proprietor, purchased the paper, 
and at different times has enlarged it until now it has 
reached the sixc of twenty-seven by forty- two inches, 
and has become a representative local paper, published 
in the interests of the town of Middleboro*, and one 
of the oldest and best in the county of Plymouth. 

The Mid<llel)OTo^ News was established in October, 
1881, by Mr. H. H. Sylvester, its present proprietor. 
It is Republican in politics and a forty-eight-column 
sheet. It has an extensive circulation. 



CHAPTER VII. 



EDUCATIONAL HISTORY. 



This history, were we to go minutely into its 
numerous <]otails, would thereby bo shown to bo 
very similar to that of other New England towns, 
for llio (Mlurulioiial story of one is, with slight, varia- 
tions, that of all the others, and those variations 
have generally been the results of the dates of their 
occurrence rather than a great or essential difference 
in the real character, modes of thought or action, of 
the several communities or towns, and the school- 
marnrs t<tory of " Cape Cod Folks** might with equal 
truth have been applied to many other communities, 
and as justly described other localities in Barnstable 
or Plymouth County towns. Our educational chapter 
will, therefore, be chiefly remarkable on account of 
its brevity. Soon after the resettlement of Middle- 
boro*, just after King Philip's war, at a town-meeting 
held Aug. 30, 1G8G, the town '* made choice and ap- 
proved of Isaac Ilowlaud to keep ye ordinary,*' which 
in modern parlance would have been rendered the 
hotely and at the same time *' made choyce of Mr. 
John Tonison and Isnac Ilowlnnd, to agree with 
Jonathan Washburn, or any other, to make a pound, 
whippingpost, :ni(l Htoi'ks," and at about, the sanio 
dale went ho far an to doliiic the dutv of each Iiouho- 
holder as to the nuinbor of blackbirds that he should 
kill, and present the heads of the slain birds to sonic 
of the town authorities, failing to do which said 



houseliolder should be amerced in and compelled to 
pay a fine. But lest blackbirds in some sections 
should prove too scarce to furnish six heads as pro- 
piciating sacrifice for the relief of each householder, 
the heads of crows might, to some extent, be made to 
take the places of blackbirds, and when it is thus 
shown how careful those early pioneer settlers were 
to provide for the punishment of crime, the killing 
of crows and blackbirds, confinement of brutal men 
and breachy beasts, it does seem not a little strange 
that the records fail to show them to have been care- 
ful to provide for the education of children, to teach 
their young ideas how to shoot in a proper direction, 
and bring them up with such nurture and admonition 
that the whipping-post and stocks might soon have 
proved useless appendages and obsolete superfluities. . 

The neglect, too, was something more than seem- 
ing, but real, as the grand jury of Plymouth County, 
in 1709, found a bill against the town of Middle- 
boro', for not having, or rather being provided with, 
a schoolmaster according to law. 

The legal authorities now so bestirred themselves 
that we find conclusive evidence to prove that as early 
as 1716 four schools were established in as many dif- 
ferent parts of the town, each school to continue a 
part of the year, and all to be taught by Thomas 
Roberts, who in town-meeting had been elected as the 
town's schoolmaster. 

How long Thomas Roberts continued to perform 
that '* delightful toisk" at Middleboro* it is now diffi- 
cult to determine, but the following extracts from 
the public records of the adjoining town of Freetown 
serve to throw some light upon that subject, for the 
legal voters of Freetown, being assembled upon the 
15th day of May, 1718, took public action, of which 
the following was the record : 

"At a logual town- meeting in frootown, Voted to setup a 
soliool to loarn children to rend and right, nnd made choice of 
Jacob hathway to seek for a schoolmaster." 

And he sought in such a manner as to find and 
induce the Middleboro* schoolmaster to change the 
fields of his labors to Freetown, and thus did Hatha- 
way prove himself to have been not only a wrestling 
Jacob, but a prevailing Israel. The same record fur- 
ther testified : 

" Oct. the 8 day, voted to allow thomns roborts .'^6 pounds for 
ono yoar'fl porvico to keep tho acIiooI nt lliroo sovoral places, — 
the public meoting-house, Walter Cbase'f, also at or near to 
John liowlnnd'5." 

" lobiuary (lio lllh tliiy, l7'JO-'2], v(»to<l ami a^rciMl lo nook 
out Tor a MclioohiiiKitor, nn tlic last year's school master, Roberts, 
! nnd the town did not a^roo." 

This Hchoulniastcr, Roberts, was probably a kind 
of moving planet, or rolling stone, contented to re- 
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main in no one placo very long at a time, belonging 

I to a class that in tlioso days tried to get u living by 
teaohing a little and preaching a little, but doing 
nothing a groat deal, and to whom niiglit properly bo 
applied, — 

** Wandering through the eountry te»ohing, 
Oftllant and godly, making love and proaobiog." 

It is not reasonably to be supposed that Thomas 
Roberts was Middleboro's first or earliest schoolmas- 
ter, but the earliest who has come to the knowledge 
of the writer of this sketch, and because the earliest, 
rather than for anything about him good or great, he 
has received this particular notice. 

Peirce Academy. — This once flourishing and still 
widely-known institution of learning l4>ok its name 
from Oapt. Job Peirce, the fouutler and donor, who, 
when in his generous heart he devised this liberal act, 
was a man of more than threescore years, and made 
his son, Maj. Levi Peirce, to be the dispenser of the 
benefit, and which act last named has of late years 
led some to suppose that the son was indeed the 
giver instead of the distributor of his father's gen- 
erous gift. , 

The original cost was two thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. The formal aut of dedicating the 
academy building to its intended use was upon the 
18th of August, 1808 ; but no act of incorporation 
was obtained until 1835, or nearly twenty-seven 
years after. In 1850 the original building was sold 
and removed and converted into some kind of a 
manufactory, and subsequently burned. A new 
academy building was erected in 1850, and ton 
thousand dollars raised to aid this institution, which 
was mainly a result of the unyielding and untiring 
industry, indefatigable energy, and great enterprise 
of Professor John W. I. Jenks, then the principal 
of this school, but now a professor in Brown Uni- 
versity, at Providence, R. I. 

The academic school is not at present in operation, 
and some of the building is used by one of the town 
schools, and a large part of the second floor by E. W. 
Peirce Encampment? Post and Grand Army of the 
Republic. 

The Pratt Free School is a flourishing institution 
of learning, founded by the liberality of a son of 
Middleboro', Mr. Enoch Pratt, of Baltimore, Md. 
The school building is pleasantly located near the 
green at Titicut, in North Middleboro*. 

The High SchooL — At a town-meeting holden 
Aug. 6, 1849, " Voted to establish an High School 
as the law directs." 

" Voted to choose a committee. 



'* Made choice of Richard Sampson, Capt. Jonathan 
Cobb, [Iarris(ni Staples, Arad Hryunt, and 'AnUn 
Pickens, and on the 1st of October, 1849, it was fur- 
ther vot-cd to locate the High Schmil in the fivu 
selectmen's districts to be kept alterinitely in each 
district two months, and that the school committee 
select the place and district where the school is to 
commence, and that the school bo commenced on or 
before the first Monday in December next." 

The selectmen's districts referred to were at that 
time as follows: Sampson's district, Eddyville dii<- 
trict, Fall Brook, Titicut, and Beach Woods, the 
last named being now in Lakeville, and the Titicut 
was to include the village known as Four Corners. 

This high school was commenced in the Eddyville 
district, kept in the chapel at the green, and taught 
by Rev. Ephniim Ward, Jr., a graduate of Brown 
University, at Providence, R. 1. lie continued to 
teach the school two months each in four of the five 
districts specified, but the last, kept near the Rock 
station, was taught by Rev. Thomas Symonds, a grad- 
uate of Waterville College. This high school was 
soon after discon tinned, and was not revived (»r re- 
established for the t«rm of about seventeen years, and 
owing, probably, mainly to the fact that, by the sett- 
ting off that {Nirt now Ijakeville, this town Ihhuiuu; mi 
reduced in the number of its inhabitants as to be no 
longer by law required to support a high school. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

LAWYBRS AND PUYSICIANS. 

It is not an easy task always to determine pre- 
cisely who were the lawyers of a Plymouth Colony 
town, nor did that degree of obscurity which veiled 
this matter and led to the uncertainty entirely cease 
when those towns came to constitute parts of the 
province of the Massachusetts Bay in New England. 
And there is no disguising or mistaking the fact that 
in the earliest years of the history of Plymouth 
Colony professional lawyers were by many, if not 
indeed by most, of its inhabitants regarded with dis- 
tru.st, which in some instances amounted to a repug- 
nance, that caused lawyers to be characterised as even 
worse than useless appendages to civilised society ; 
in short, mischief- makers, and hence the generul hcn- 
timent of Old Colony communities doubtless was 
" woe unto you lawyers ;'* and a very general belief 
entertained that the greater the number of the law- 
yers in any community the more numerous, as a 
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legitimate consequence, must be the woes of its 

pfMlplc. 

On the 7lli of July, 1G81, when Middlehoro* had 
hoini incorporated as a township twelve years, the 
Colonial Court enacted as follows : 

" Liberty is p:ranted by this Court to any person to 
improve one or two Attornies to help him in his 
IMcas provided they be persons of good repute, and 
sneh as the Court upprove, and the said Aliornies 
are nipiinMl to be faithful to their Client, so also as 
to avoid fraudulent pleas that may have a tendency to 
mislead the Court or darken the case." 

That court at the same session also enacted : 

** It is ordered by this Court that there shall not 
he allowed above five 8hillin<;s cost for any attorney 
or attorncyes to any one action, and where there 
shall happen to be but one attorney entertained but 
one day in any one action, then to have two shillings 
and sixpence only allowed him for costfl therein.** 

Concerning; Middlcboro* lawyers, it may not here 
and in this e^mneclion be inappropriate or improper 
tosuj^j^est thatHamuel Prince, Esq., mij^ht have been 
rej;arded as one of th<*se, but if so, he was one of the 
most high-minded and honorable of that profession, 
being a well-read, thorough scholar, a reliable and 
safe counselor, who had neither the occasion nor de- 
sire to sloop to the deceptive practices or degrading 
arts of a petti f<»ggrr. Of Mr. Prince it h:us been stated 
t.liat " Ih^ lived in Santlwieli, then at Jloeluwter, of 
which he was principal proprietor, and wjis successively 
re|in»Mentativn nf cat^h of these towns. He vnw relig- 
ious from his youth, and much improved in scriptural 
knowledge, of a public spirit and open heart.*' 

Mr. Prince, with his wife, who was a daughter of 
Governor Thomas Hinklcy, came to live at Middle- 
boro* in or near the year 172!?, and they here resided 
with Uev. j*eter Thatcher, who was their son-in-law. 
Mr. Prince and wife were the parents of ten children, 
viz., seven sons and three daughters. One of these 
sons was that eminently distinguished chronologist, 
Uev. Thomas Prince, pastor of the old South Church, 
in Boston. Samuel Prince, Es(j., with Mercy, his wife, 
were admitted to membership in the First Congrega- 
tional Church at Middlcboro*, Oct. 25, 1724. He 
died July ii, 171^8, aged righty. Mercy, the wife, 
died April 2r>, \TM\^ agod seventy-three. A news- 
paper, called the Nrjo Fjughnul Wcekh/ Jonnuif, in 
\ii^ issue of July 15, 1728, said of Samuel Prince, 
Esq., of Middleboro* : " He was one of his Majesty's 
Justices of the IVaee, and five of the Justices of the 
county and an ancient captain of the town were bear- 
ers at his runeral." 

In compliance with his expressed desire he was 



buried under the shade of two noble old oak-trees 
then standing at the west end of the public cemetery, 
but the corpse was afterward disinterred and deposited 
in a family tomb, and by the loss of this justly 
distinguished man the people of Middleboro* were 
brought in a degree to realize those feelings of be- 
reavement of the sacred historian when he wrote, — 
" And JfTemiah Itinientctl for Josiah^ and all the 
^fiff/hif/ men and nint/ing wtnnrM npoke of •/nsiah in 
thrir h iiar.nl at lonn.^^ (2 Chronicler xicxv. cluip, 25 

If Samuel Prince, Esq., was the first, then was 
Maj. Elkanah Leonard the second counsellor and 
attoniey-at-law who located for the practice of that 
profession in Middleboro*, and the former home of 
the latter, although in his lifetime in Middleboro*, is 
now in Lakeville. 

That ancient house, greatly modernized in its ex- 
ternal appearance, wherein Maj. Elkanah Ijconard 
formerly resided is still standing near the dam of the 
old forge and tack -factory in what is now familiarly 
known jus the Tack-Factory Neighborhood in Lake- 
ville, but the successful eflbrt to keep that time-hon- 
ored old mansion in good repair has been equally 
succeasful in divesting it of its original marks of honor- 
able old age, and could the former owner and occupant 
return he would find it difficult to recognize his ancient 
home, and be forced to realize the humiliating assur- 
ance that upon tlie very spot where ho fo ol)«n and 
signally triumphed he is practically, if not, indeed, 
ent.irely, forgot. 

Maj. Elkanah Leonard was aeon of Ensign Elkanah 
Leonard, of that part of Middleboro* now Lakeville. 

Ensign Elkanah Leonard was a son of Maj. Thomas 
Leonard, of Taunton, and born at Taunton, May 15, 
H>77, and died in Middleboro*, Dec. 2!), 1714. Maj. 
Thomas Leonard was a judge of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas for the county of Bristol from 1702 to 
1713. He died Nov. 24, 1713, aged nearly sev- 
enty-three years. Ensign Elkanah Jjeonard was an 
enterprising and useful man at Middleboro*, where he 
was one of the selectmen and a commissioned officer 
in the local militia, but died when only thirty-seven 
years of age. Of Maj. Elkanah (son of Ensign Elka- 
nah and grandson of Maj. Thomas) Ijconard, the Rev. 
Dr. Fohes said that he was *' one of the most distin- 
guished geniuses of his name and day," and another 
authority stated that *' he practiced law in Middle- 
boro', in which place he was the first and only at- 
torney ;" and Bev. Dr. Fobes added, ** He possessed 
strong powers of investigation, a sound judgment, and 
an uncommon brilliancy of wit ; and his inventive 
powers were not surpassed, if equaled, by any of his 
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time. His assistance in the defense in criminal pros-* 
ccutions was much soufi^lit for, and bis abilities were 
never more conspicuous than in these defenses.'* He 
was several times elected to represent the town of 
Middleboro* in the Legislnturo, and in or near 1741 
was commissioned as major of the First Regiment of 
Plymouth County militia. 

During the hitter part of his life his mind was ob- 
scured. Tradition says that his insanity showed 
itself in his declaration that the world had turned up- 
side down, and hence be insisted upon wearing his 
shoes bottom side up. 

An old brown stone bearing an inscription dimmed 
by age and partially obscured with moss, marks the 
grave of Maj. Elkanah Leonard in the ancient ceme- 
tery of the Taunton and Jjakeville Congregational 
Society, and which inscription few ever take the 
pains to decipher, and a Ntill smaller number tusk 
their minds to remember, but as the writer hereof 
has both deciphered and copied, he now presents the 
same, — 

" Hon. Blkanah Leonard, Esq, 

died 

July 24th, 1777, in the 7'lth year 

of hiu ago." 

From the most roliublo ovidunco now attuinuble, the 
mind of Maj. Elkanah Leonard appears to have be- 
come weakened and his intellect beclouded at least 
thirty years before his death, and if so, Middleboro' 
did not have resident lawyers for some forty-five or 
fifty years. 

Hon. Wilkes Wood commenced the practice of law 
at Middlcboro' about the beginning of the present 
century, and was made judge of the Probate Court. 
His personal history will doubtless receive a proper 
notice from an abler pen than mine in the chapter 
entitled Bench and Bur, as will also the biography 
of Zachariah Eddy, Esq., and Hon. William H. 

W(M)d. 

James Washburn, Esq., of that part of Middle- 
boro' that became Lakeville, practiced law for a time 
in the place of his nativity, acquiring; considerable 
celebrity as a counselor and advocate, but he finally 
removed to and continued his practice in New Bed- 
ford, which he represented for sevcrul sessions in the 
State Legislature. He was the first or earliest who 
held the ofiice of postmaster in Middleboro*. He was 
a son of Capt. Amos Washburn, and born in or near 
the year 1767| and died Nov. 19, 1815. His grave 
is in Lakeville, and the spot is marked by a stone 
bearing an inscription. 

Hon. Hercules Cushman was for a time the prin- 
cipal or preceptor of Peiruo Academy. He studied 



law in the office of Hon. Wilkes Wood, and soon after 
his admission to the bur was elected as a representa- 
tive to the State Legislature, and appointed clerk of 
the county courts. In or about 1814 ho removed to 
Assonet village, in Freetown, where he was made col- 
onel of a regiment, collector of the customs, member 
of the Governor's Council, and Air seven sessions 
represented that town in the General Court, lie- 
turning to Middleboro* in 1828, he was again elected 
a representative, and was for a time engaged in carry- 
ing on the trade of a store in a building which, wlit^n 
enlarged, received the name by which it in htill known, 
of American Hall or American Building. 

Hon. Hercules Cushman died in 1832. 

Capt. Isaac Stevens practiced law for a few years at 
Middleboro*, and then removed to Athol. He was 
the first who held the office of captain of the Middle- 
boro' Qrenadier Company, lie Wiis a rcprcscnt'Utive 
to the General Court from Middleboro'. 

Gen. Eliab Ward was a son of Gen. Ephraim 
Ward, and born at Carver, July 1, 1805, and while 
but a young child his father purchased a farm in that 
part of Middleboro' now Lakeville, whereon the 
parent with his family located, and hero the years of 
the son's minority were passed, enjoying the privi- 
leges of the common schools in Middh:boro', t^igcdier 
with those of Peirce Academy, thus fitting for C4)l- 
lege, and graduating at Amherst in 1831 . lie studied 
law with Hon. Jacob H. Loud, at Plymouth, and was 
admitted to the bar in 1836, and in June of that 
year located in Middleboro' for praetictn 

His first commission wsis that of aide-de-camp to 
his father, who was then brigadier-general of the 
Plymouth County Brigade. That commission con- 
ferred the rank of a captain, and bore date of Dec. 
9, 1828. 

He was reappointed to the same position upon the 
staff of Brig.-Gen. Henry Dunham, of Abington, Sept. 
14, 1842, promoted to lieutenant-colonel of the Third 
Regiment of Light Infantry Sept. 15, 1843, colonel 
July 10, 1844, and brigadier-general of the Second 
Brigade in the Firat Division of Massachusetts Vol- 
unteer Militia April 8, 1850, which last position 
named he held until Oct. 9, 1855. 

Gen. Kliub Ward has ever been a reliable and con- 
sistent Democrat, and while that party was in the 
polilictil ascendant in Middleboro' he received oll-rc- 
peated assurances of its respect and conlidonce, being 
as he was elected to represent that town in the State 
Legislature for the sessions of 1838 and 1839, and 
again in 1842, and the next year he was elected to a 
seat in the Stat<3 Senate, and sent again to the House 
in 1852. 
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lion. Francis M. Vaughn n was born March 30, 
1830, and attended the coiunion schools of Middlc- 
boro*, being tilted for college at Peirco Academy. 

He entered Brown University at Providence, R. I., 
in 1857, where he remained as a student two years, 
and thcMi commenced the study of law in the office of 
Hon. William H. Wood, at Middloboro*, and was ad- 
mitted to (he bar at Boston in 1861, and in 1874 
was appointed judge of the Fourth District Court in | 
the county of I My mouth, which |N)Hition ho still con- 
tintunt U) hold. 

Physicians. — A noted jurist who died a few years 
since is s:tid to have studied all three of the so-called 
learnc<1 profcKsinns. lie first studied divinity, and 
tried U} preach, hut soon finding that people genemlly 
eared less for their souls than for their bodices, gave up 
preaching and prepared himself for the practice of 
medicine, when he further learned that fallen man 
cared even more for gratifying his own stubborn will 
than for the saving of both soul and body, and so ho 
abandoned prncticing medicine and applied himself to 
the practice of law, where he wtts never in want of 
customers or employment, and thus were his labors 
crownt'd with eminent succc^^s. The early New Eng- 
land clorg}' were in numerous instances also the physi- 
cians of their parishioners, and such may in some 
degree have been the case in Middleboro*, as we learn 
that no soimer had the llev. Thomas Palmer, the seccmd 
niihi.Ml(T, biM'H tlrposed from his miniMt4M'iHl olheo and 
ejected from the pulpit than he, wit.hont delay, turned 
hJM attention Ui the praetieo of mediein(!, for those 
who «listru8tcd his piety were glad to get his pills, 
and such as had no confidence in his ability to lead 
them to heaven did trust him to restore them to health, 
and we deem it therefore quite safe to conclude that 
Thomas Palmer was the first or earliest person located 
at Middleboro* who devoted his whole time to the 
alleviation of the woes that human fiesh is heir to, 
and .shall therefore consider him the first doctor. An 
«iged lady handed down the following traditional 
anecdote : 

" Mr. Palmer after liis deposition practiced physic, 
but kept no horse." 

His patients had to furnish him, and when one 
day he returned from the West J*rccinct' on his 
patient's horse, that the animal might not be im- 
pounded on its way back he tied up the bridle, with 
these lines attached : 

"Don't tnko me up, but let mo pass, 
For I'm my msi>«lor's r>ii(lirii1 ass; 
lie, Doctor Palinor, lent me, 

* Tlio Wo!«f I'rrriiirt was what is now liakrvillc, with a part 
or East Tail III on. 



Who rodo me to his house 
And gAve mo ii pottle of outs, 
And home again has sent me." 

Br. Palmcr*8 remains were interred in the parish 
burial-ground, and grave marked by a stone bearing 
this inscription : 

" Dr. Thomas Palmer, 

who died Juno 17, 1743, 

aged 70." 

Anot.her stone bearing the samo inscription, to 
which was also a<lded the following stanxa, wtis laid 
upon the cemetery wall not far from this grave : 

"All yo that pass niong this way 
Keinonibcr still your dying day. 
Hero's human l>ndio8 out of sight, 

Whoso souls to have took their flight, 

And shall again united bo 
In their doomed eternity." 

The reasonable explanation is that the stanza was 
distasteful to the family and friends of Dr. Thomas 
Palmer, and another stone prepared to take the place 
of that one, which it appears was then made to 
form a part of the cemetery wall. 

Peter Oliver, Jr., a son of the chief justice, Peter 
Oliver, settled for the practice of medicine in Middle- 
boro*, about twenty- one years after the death of Dr. 
Thoniiis Palmer. Dr. Peter Oliver, Jr., married 
Sarah Hutchinson, a daughter of Governor Thomas 
Hutchinson, who was so much distinguished as a 
historian and lov^dist. 

In a work nutently published under the title of 
'' Diary and 1ietl4;rs of His Kxeellency Thiunas 
flutchinson, Jlisq./' we find ufKm pages G8 and G9 
the following extracts from a diary kept by Dr. Peter 
Oliver, Jr. : 

"Peter Oliver, .3d son of Peter and Mary (Glnrlc) Oliver, 
WAS born in Boston, Mossnobusetts Day, Juno 17, 1741,0.8. 
From this tiino till 1760 ho wns baok and forwards from Boston 
to Middlobnrough, his father moving to Middleborough, in the 
county of Plymouth, in the year 1744. 

".Inly tho Isi he wont to thn school in Newark, New .Tcrsies, 
alxMit 200 miles from his fiillior, with a vory heavy heart. How- 
ever, lived in Mr. Burr's family, one of the best in the country. 

" lie staid nt school under Mr. Odcll, the Master, till the Ist 
of October, only when the wholo oollego was moved to Prince- 
town. 

"The nutumii of 176G T studio<l under a new schoolmaster, a 
Mr. 8inith, .fe livod .V studied with him till Soptr. 30, I7.')7, 
wlicn Mr. Burr, tho President, dle<l of a fever. 

" I cnnio first to Brunswick A took passage in a schooner, 
Ciipt. Gibbs, for llhodo Island; was about days in my pas- 
sago thither; exceedingly sea-sick. 

" Abt. the 1st week in Oct. I got homo to Middloborough. 

" In Novr., aliout tho 2d week, I went to Boston with my 
fnilicr ik mother, lo<lgcd nt Milton at G. Hutchinson's, who was 
then only Mr. Hutchinson, or, perhaps, Licutenant-Govr. 

" I roinombrr it was of a Saturday evg. A tho 1st time I 
over saw his oldest daughter, Bally, who was aflorwards my 
wife. 
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** I went to meeting the next day with the family. 

** In this month I was examined at Harvard Oollege, Cam- 
bridge, A was admitted iuto the Freshmen's class under Mr. 
Ilaodoook, the tntor, uiy older brother, Daniel, being then a 
Senior Sophistcr. 

** Xn July my brother took his dogruo of II. A. and went 
home. 

" Nothing very particular whilo at College, only I spent most 
of my tiiiiu very agreeably, bvcauio uiucli acquuiiitod with Mr. 
lIutohinHon's family (Elisha and I living together the greater 
part of my last two years), & eiipocially with Sally. She had a 
very agreeable way in her behavior wliluh I reiuuuiber pleaised 
me beyond any other of my female acquaint*, though I had not 
the lesist thought of any connection with her. 

** While T was at college I lost a favorite uncle, Clarke, who 
was a physioiun in Boston, A likewise some cousins. 

" In July, 1761, I took my Dog* of 11. A. 

*Mn Augi 21, fullows, I went to livo at Soituate with D*" 
Stockbridgo as an apprentice. 

** Here I enjoyed a many happy & more happier Hour than I 
over experienced in my life before. 

** I liiul tut care or trouble on my mind, lived easy, A bocamo 
ao([uaiiited with an agreeable young lady in the neighborhood, 
but only on a friendly footing. 

** In March 21, 1764, 1 U(i D' Stockbrid go's and went to Bos- 
ton t« reside at the Castle, to understand the nature of the small 
pox, under D' Qelston. 

" I staid there till the last of Ap^ follow', when I cleared out, 
as tlioy term it; went to Middleborough in May; and in Jnnu 
Mot up for uiyHolf in the praolico of phynio amidst many difli- 
culiicH «t obHtruetions. 

** My fatliur built me a niuall Hliop n»ar his house. 1 gratlu- 
ally got a little business but poor pay. 

" In June, 1765, first pay'*' my addresses to Miss S. U., and 
obtained leave of her father in Aug^ followf, being just before 
his House was tore down, he losing every thing he had in his 
House; his Daughters A rest of the family likewise shared the 
same fate. 

** I went down in a few days after to see the family ; found 
Miss S. H. most terribly worried and distrest. 

** I found that courtship was the most pleasant part of my 
life hitherto; the family were very, agreeable.' 
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Dr. Peter Oliver, Jr., in this diary, notices the fact 
that his father had huilt for him a small shop, that 
doubtless was au apothecary shop^ and to this a tra- 
dition adds that the father also caused to be erected 
for the son that house recently occupied by tlie hito 
Capt. Earl Sproat. 

Under date of June 1, 1774, Dr. Peter, Jr., en- 
tered in his diary, " The Gov', Elisha, and Peggy 
sailed for England just as the Mandamus Counsellors 
were ordered to t^ake their oaths by G. Gage, who 
succeeded the Gov' II. Nothing but mobs and riots 
all this summer." 

Dr. Oliver penned a letter that he seemed to have' 
kept open and adding to as matters of note occurred, 
and is as follows : 

" MiuDLEBonoiiGii, Aug. II, 1774. 

*' Sir, — We have just heard or the arrival of the Acts of Par- 
liament by a Man-uf-War, last Saturday or Sunday. 

"Tuesday the (Jonorul sent an exprciis to the Judge, Col. 
Watson, Daniel Leonard, Col. Kdun [doiibllcss should have 



been Bdson], N. Ray Thomas, and a number of others in the 
Province, as we imagine, as His Miijesty's Council u|iun thu 
new Establishment. Col. Watson says ho bids furvwull to all 
peace and comfort in this world. I never see liiui »** uneasy In 
my life. 

"Ho will refuse, and if he dooM liu will du lliu TuricH niuro 
dishonor than ever he did them good. 

"There are numbers in the Province th:il Mwuar iht^y will 
never eouKcnt to Ihii* new plan. 

" By next fall, the hist of Octitber, the whole mutter will lio 
decided. 

** Any. 23. — Well, Col. Watson is swoni in Ut be one uf IIik 
Majesties Council; he has got home ; they left the Meeting to 
the number of 40. 

"The Hri»t Sunday they passed him in the street wilhont nti- 
tioing him which occasions him to, to be very uneasy. 

" Some of our pupies in town are coming to wait on the judge 
(Peter Oliver, Sen). 

" You will hear more of it by the time you finish this letter. 

"Sept. 2. — 3 men deputed from 40 Middlubg. brutes came to 
the Judges house the 24^ to know ab^ these difliculties, and they 
went away an diK^tutlHtied us tlioy came. 

" (/ol. Uugglcs, Murry, Willard and some others are obliged 
to retire to Boston to get rid of the mob. 

" The Judge is now in Uoeton. 

" We have been threatened and whether we shan't be mobbed 
is uncertain. 

" I dread to think of the consequences that must follow our 
behavior hero whether ever so mild matters are struck u|H>n by 
thu iuiuiHtry. 

" If thu niinihtry give way U* us wo am an undon«s pctiplr ; 
and if tlioy sol out to piminh uh nc«Htrding uh wo d«'r<orv«t it 
there will bo bloodshoil enough before they ciiu reduce us. 

"The Middleborough people, and indeed the Province in 
general, declare solemnly never to submit to this new plan of 
government. 

" I wish I was safe with my family out of the reach of threats 
and insults. 

" I never knew what mobbing was before. I am sick enough 
of confusion and uproar. 1 long for an asylum, — some blesseil 
place of refuge. 

" Sept. 10. — The Judge is in Boston yet for sjifuty, and will 
be this one while. 

" You have no idea of the confusion we are in ab' the Coun- 
sell and new mode of government. 

** Sept. 14. — To-day I was visiteil by ubout.'10 Middleborough 
Puppies, who obliged me to sign their Articles. 

"They proceeded and increa8e<l their number to 80, and at- 
tack 'd M*" Silas Wood, carried him oil', and threitteneil his life 
if he would not sign their paper to stJiiid by the Old Charter, 
and give up the Protest he had then in U\h |H>ckct. 

"He finally yielde^l. The next day they visited aM 10 or 12 
people who are c)ille<l Tories, and niailo thorn resign to tlieii* un- 
warrantable demands." 

This letter tis uIko the diary that precedes it has 
been copied from that very interesting and valuable 
historic production abounding in local facts and en- 
titled " Diary and Letters of Mis Excellency Thomas 
Hutchinson, Esq." 

It may be said, and that truly, this matter fortus no 
part of the professional history of Middleboro', but 
it forms a very important purl, of the Kovolnlionary 
history of this town, and a part in which Dr. Peter 
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Oliver acind in so con8])tcuouHly, that it justly nml 
properly (;oii.stitii(e8 a |H)rlioii ol' liis biography, wliicli 
is the writcr*8 excuse for presenting the same here. 
Few readers of the present day get an opportunity 
to read more than one side of the story of our llevo- 
Intioiiary conflict, and that is the patriot or Whig 
side. There was another side to this question that 
caused a resort to arms, and was then decided in 
blood, and that was the Jioyalist or Tory side, from 
which stand-|H)int Dr. Peter Oliver, Jr., viewed and 
regarded the matter. 



nilAPTKR IX. 

MISCKIiLANKOUS IlhSTOUY. 

May Flower Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons. — This Masonic lodge was instituted in 
March, 1864. 

The names of the Masters with their several terms 
of service in that office have been as follows : John 
Shaw, Jr., 18() 1 and IBtlf) ; Benjamin F. Tripp, 1866 
and 1867; Andrew B. Bosworth, 1868, 1869, 1870, 
and 1871 ; (Charles H. Carpenter, 1872; Rcland F. 
Barrows, 1873; Francis 11. Eaton, 1874 and 1875; 
Warren U. Southworth, 1876 and 1877; James M. 
(Wnibs, 1878 and 1871); Charles L. Starkey, 1880; 
CiiHiifM W. Diako, ISSI and 18H2; Otis h. Harden, 
I8S;{. 

The present mcmbcrHhip, with the dates of adnii.s- 
sion : 

1865. John Shaw, Jr., Charles H. Carpenter, Ben- 
jamin F. Tripp, Stillman B. Pratt, Andrew B. Bos- 
worth, Henry H. Shaw, Southworth Lorinj^, Arnold 
15. Saulnrd, Juuich II. Harlow, Ivory Jl. Harlow, lUi- 
l:uid V. Harrows, Levi 41. Hask ins, Joseph S. Harden, 
Charl(»8 F. Cornish, Charles E. Jjconard, John A. 
Saiifonl, Warren H. Southworth, Solomon II. Sylves- 
ter, Henry L. Williams, Samuel Cushman, Josiah B. 
Hump, Hartley A. Sparrow, John M. Soule, Francis II. 
Katoii, Kilbri<l«;o H. Macombcr, Frederick T. Belcher. 

18()(). (joorge L. Sonic, Nathaniel F. llyder, Henry 
F. (!()riiisli, Wilkes W. Pickens. 

I8(>7. Lomuol W. Gay, Benjamin lUchmond, Ele- 
azcr Thomas, Nahum W. Keilli, Sylvanus Mendall. 

1868. Frederick N. Hassett, Herbert F. Washburn, 
Amos H. Paun. 

1869. W. J. Wcstgate, Edward Bryant, Cornelius 
S. Jac;kson, John Filliot, Thomas C. Collins, Charles 
L. Starkey, «)amcs Cole, Jr. 

1870. (ioor«;e Thomas, John II. Paun, Jeremiah 
Doane, Ebenczcr W. Peircc, James F. Roberts. 



1871. George C. llichards, Joseph E. Bardcn, 
Dexter Phillips. 

1872. Shubael P. Edwards, Everett T. Lincoln. 

1873. Rufus L. Richards, Abner L. Westgate, 
Alvin Pease, George M. Parks, Benjamin W. Bump, 
Cornelius U. Leonard. 

1874. Ezra A. Harlow, Warren S. Ellis, Samuel 
J. Howes, Wilkes H. F. Pettce, Abbott L. Childs, 

j William 0. Penniman, Charles W. Drake, ElishaW. 
Richmtmd, Thacher B. Lucas. 

1875. Henry G. Smith, Robert S. Adams, John 
N. Holmes, Charles W. Soule, Henry J. Hackett, 
George W. Lovell, Benjamin Folger. 

1876. Albert T. Savery, Edwin F. Peirce, Nelson 
C. White, Amos H. Eaton. 

1877. Homer B. Caswell, Otis L. Barden, Tjewis 
W. Bartlett. 

1878. Cornelius C. Briggs, James II. Weston, 
Arad R. Dunham, Eugene H. Sampson. 

1879. Alexander H. Cushman, Thomas Bartlett. 

1880. Jared F. Alden, Herbert L. Cushman, 
George E. Doane, William C. Holbrook. 

1881. Henry C. Keith, James H. Willoughby, 
John 'C. Sullivan, Joseph E. Cross, E. 0. Parker. 

1882. Arlon R. Dustin, Henry H. Bennett. 
Names of deceased members, with the dates at 

which they were admitted to this lodge : 

1865. Andrew M. Eaton, Lucian Wilbur, Lorenzo 

R. Swift, liothrop ShurtlelTy Josiah (J. Cushing. 
18(»6. George H. Doane, Benjamin F. Eldridgo. 
1868. Freeman Ryder. 

1870. Isaac Hathaway. 

1871. Stephen Thomas. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKKTCHES. 

HON. PETER II. PEIUCE. 

Hon. Peter II. Peirce was the youngest of the 
numerous children of Capt. Job Peirce and wife, 
Elizabeth Roonscvillc, and born in that part of 
Middleboro' now Lakeville, March 25, 1788. 

Precociousness has usually been considered a bad 
sign, and that those who have been wise above their 
early years proved corrtispondingly weak or wanting 
at maturity is undeniably true in very many instances, 
and perhaps rurnishes (he rule rather than the excep- 
tion, and yet, in the greatest, wisest, and best of men, 
prciHM'iousncss has been their bow of promise and 
harbinger of highest hope. 
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It is proverbially true that tho boy is father to the 
man, and thuH in this ctiso thu ho<|iioI proved, for those 
remarkable qualiltes of head an<l heart that throii^^h life 
signally diHlin|;ui»hcd lion. Peter II. Poirce, and nnide 
him the man of mark that he was, were so well do- 
fined as inherent possessions, and the results eame 
forth so spontaneously, that several years before he 
attained to his majority he had built up for himself and 
became the master of a permanent, well-conducted, suc- 
cessful, and very lucrative business in his native town, 
and which as a merchant caused him to rank among 
the first in the southern parts of Massachusetts, where 
he had few equals and certainly no superiors, and the 
one great mistake of his life now clearly appears to 
have been that instead of remaining in Middleboro* 
he had not sought ample scope for the development 
of his mercantile ability in a much larger, broader, 
and far more extended field of action. 

His political influence at home was unequaled at 
the time, had never by any other resident 6f Middle- 
boro' been attained to before, nor has it been equaled 
since ; and this he enjoyed for some forty years, during 
all of which he was more of a patriot than politician, 
ever ready to practice self-saorifice for tho attainment 
of a good principle, and never seeking the pomp of 
power, or desiring tho spoils of ollico. 

In dispensing benefits to benevolent and reforma- 
tory ohjccts he was ever very liberal, but so regulated 
his charitable bestowments that the right hand might 
not know the act of the left, ever seemingly thoroughly 
realizing that 

** Who builds for God and not for fame. 
Will nevur mark the inarblo with his name." 

He was never an ofiice-seeker, although his power 
to obtain ofiice was almost unbounded, and hence he 
held few ofiices, and these were at first in the militia, 
when ease and pleasure were for the time supplanted 
by fatigue and danger. He led a company of the 
coast guard in active service in the hist war with Eng- 
land, and was subsequently promoted to the office of 
lieutenant-colonel of the Fourth llegiment of infantry 
in Plymouth County Brigade, from which circum- 
stance was derived the familiar appellation of Col. 
Peirce, by which he was generally known. 

He was several times elected to a seat in the State 
Senate, where the committee upon which he was ap- 
pointed to serve shows that his ability was recognized 
and respected, and in which body he made for him- 
self an honorable record. His death occurred upon 
the 27th of January, 1861, leaving a wife and eight 
children to emulate his virtues and mourn his loss. 



ISAAC PRATT. 

Isaac Pratt was born March <i, I77(>, in North 
Middleboro*, Mass., Titicut Parish. North Middlo- 
boro* and a part of liridgewator Wfn) inctiriHiratiMl 
into a preeinet called Titieut in honor of a tribe of 
Indians who had inhabited that locality. 

He was descendant from Phineas Pratt (seventh 
generation), who came over in 1623, either in the 
third ship " Ann*' or in the '* Swallow." He died at 
Charlcstown, April 9, 1680, at the age <»f eighty-seven 
years. 

Phineas had a son Joseph, and he a Joseph (2d), 
and he a son Benjamin, and he a Benjamin (2d), and 
Benjamin (2d) had a son, William, who was the 
father of Isaac. He was a farmer, and married Mary 
King, of llaynham. Ho lived and died in North 
Middlehoro'. He had one daughter and seven s<ms, 
viz., Calvin, born in 1774; Isasic, in 1776; Sally, in 
1778; Enoch, in 1781 ;> Greenleaf, in 1783; Benja- 
min, in 1785; William, in 1788; Zebulon K., in 
1791. 

" Whether descendants from Ryston Hall or of 
Cabra Castle, the l^ratts have been of eonsi<h;nition in 
different parts of Kngland and Ireland," nays Burke, 
'* froui a remote period, some of knightly degree and 
baronets."* It may l>e added t.h:it they have distin- 
guished themselves in the highest places in all the 
profession.^, not only in Great Britain but in the 
United States. Benjamin Pratt was born in Boston in 
1709, and died in 1763. He was a graduate of Har- 
vard University (1737); he represented lioston in 
the Ijcgislature in 1757-59, and subsequently beosime 
chief justice of New York. Charles Pratt (Lt»rd 
Camden) was made Chief Justice and Jiord Chan- 
cellor of England, and who, during the American 
Revolution, made himself illustrious for all time. 
The comprehensive heraldic motto of his lordship — 
Jtuliciuniy parium aiU lex terrm — (" the judgment of 
our piUirs or the law of the land") wtmld not h«^ an in- 
approprisito motto of all who bear the inime of l*ratt. 

Isaac Pratt married Naomi Keith, a most estimable 
lady. May 19, 1804. She was the daughter of Jere- 
miah Keith, of Bridgewater, a descendant from Rev. 
James Keith, who came to Massachusetts from Scot- 
land ill the year 1662, and was the first settled min- 



^ Kiiouh Wits a graduuto uf Hruwn University in 1803, ami 
became a elergyiimn. lie wiui sellled at \Vo»t Uarndlable, 
Mus»., in 1807, and resiigned liid iiosition in 1836. lie «lied in 
1800. lie wad tUe author of tho '' Ouniprohenaive lliotory, 
Eoeleaiatitical and Civil, of Easthaiu, WolHleet, and Orleans" 
(I vol. 8vo), said to bo a faithful reconi of their origin and 
progress. 

2 Hurke's " Landed (Jenlry." 
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iRtcr in Went Bridgcwatcr. Their children were throe 
(Inuf^htorH anil five 8ons, viz., Jiino (jnrnoy, horn 
Mnrcli 1(>, 1805, and wnfl married to Ocor^o L. 
Oakcs; Enoch, Sept. 10, 1808; Susannah Keith, 
Jan. 15, 1811, and was married to Joshua B. Tobey, 
of Wareham, October, 1835 ; Isaac, Jr., June 27, 
1814; Jcromiah Keith, born Jan. 23, 1817, and died 
Feb. 26, 1823; David Gurney, born Dec. 19, 1819, 
and died Nov. 23, 1848 ; Nathan F. C, born July 
28, 1822, and died Dec. 22, 1877 ; Mary Field, born 
Oct. 18, 1827, and died Jan. 1, 1829. 

Mr. Pratt was educated at the common school, 
which at his period was limited to two or three 
months of the year. Most of his life was spent upon 
the farm, in connection with a saw-mill and a country 
store. The m(»ro active part of his life, however, was 
given to the manufacture of nails, which he made a 
branch of his business. In 1818, or before, his 
nephew, Jared Pratt, was made a partner, and the 
business was conducted under the firm of I. & J. 
Pratt. 

They purchased the Swedish and Russia iron which 
was r(Mlnc<Mi l>o nail-rods, and these W(^re placed in 
the hands of re.sidcnt farmers, when not otherwise 
employed, to be hammered into nails. This was made 
quite a profitable industry. 

About the year 181 G, Jesse R<^ed invented, or per- 
fected, a nuicliine that wonld cut and head nails from 
plates nt on<! op(*rat.ion. AfU'r many expensive fail- 
ures of attrnipled nail-machines, this proved a success. 
Mit(«h(*ll, in his " History of l{ri(lj;<"wal^?r," says, 
'*Tlie first nails manufactured by machinery in the 
United States were made here ; probably the first nail 
completely cut and headed by machinery at one opera- 
tion in the world was made in East Bridgewater by 
the lato Samn(*l llnj^crs.'* * 

hi 1S2I or IS2'J, Jonathan (Vane and (Jliarhw 
Wilbur were made partners, and the firm was altered 
U) I. ^ J. Pratt & Co. They pureluised the right to 
use the liecd nail-machine, gave up their store and 
business in North Middleboro*, and removed to Ware- 
ham, Mass. Here they ereet<^d a rolling-mill and 
nnil factory, now known us the " Parker Mills." 
They were among the first to undertake this business 
on a lari'e scale. 

In 1820 they obtained an act of incorporation 
under the name (»f ** The Warehara Iron Company," 
with a capital of $100,000. Jared Pratt was made 
trejisnrer, though the business of the company was 
eontlnel^Ml under the dirrclion of the firm. 

In IH!M the eopnrtiicrship wns dissolved, and the 

'"History of tlio early Scltloiiiont of Hritlgowfttor," l»y 
Niilnnn Mitclioll, p. ftO. 



subject of this sketch returned to his favorite and well* 
cultivated farm in North Middleboro*, whoro he diod 
Dec. 3, 18G4. 

It is difficult to describe the peculiar and sterling 
elements of Mr. Pratt*8 character. He was emi- 
nently a practical man. In his transactions and inter- 
course with others he had no occasion for troublesome 
disguises or indirect methods. His mind and hand 
were as open as day for action, whether in business 
or charity. He was (|uick to speak, and with a ready 
good-natured wit was always prepared to redeem in 
practice what he professed in words. Of him, it may 
be said more than of any other man, that he was the 
founder of the industrial prosperity of Wareham. 
At the time of his death a truthful obituary was 
published in the Boston Evening Traveller^ which we 
quote as duo to his memory : 

" Our readers in Plymouth Coanty will read with regret the 
announoeinent of the decease of Isaac Pratt, of North Middle- 
boro', who died at the advanced ago of eighty-nine years. 
. . . lie was industrious, frugal, and unostentiitious ; bcMiov- 
olcut and hospitable; a patron of e<luoational interests, a kind 
neighbor, a devout Christian, and a puhlio-spiritoil rititen. 
For more than seventy years ho was an oxnmplary uicMubor of 
the Congregational Church. Althoagh he adhered io the tenets 
of his faith with steadfastness oharaoteristic of his Puritan an- 
cestry, he was neither bigoted, dogmatical, nor ascetic. He was 
conservative, but liberal in his views. He will be remembered 
as a fine typo of a class now rapidly passing away, — the 
sturdy, honest, liberty-loving farmers of the early days of the 
Republic.'' 

KNOOn PRATT. 

Knoch Pratt was born in North Middleboro*, 
Mass., Sept. 10, 1808. He is the son of Isaac Pratt 
and Naomi Keith, whose record and that of his an- 
cestors is given in the sketch of his respected father 
C(mt4iined in this volume. 

lie graduat<*d at the Hridgewater Academy at the 
age of lilleen. He was a bright, energetic boy, char- 
acterized by undoubting hopes and Grm resolves, and 
inspired by an honest and fearless ambition. He was 
manly in his youth. Conscious of his capacity to 
exert his faculties in useful labor, and feeling a lively 
rasponsibility as to the use of time, he seemed to have 
an instinctive dread of idlen&ss, the moment he was 
prepared for industry. Even two weeks before he 
closed his term at the academy he wrote a second let- 
ter to an intimate friend of his family in Boston,^ to 
obtain for him, as soon as possible, a good place in 
a wholesale dry-goods store. Ho said, " I suspect 
that, r am old enough to do considerable business. 
. . . The preceptor thinks that 1 am. . . . My 

' Tlio late postniafllcr at Boston, Nahuui Capon, who preserved 
his letters. 
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school will be out in a fortuight, and I do not want to 
stay at home long af\cr it is out.'* 

A position was soon secured for him in a first-class 
house in Boston, where he remained till ho wai| 
twenty-one years of age. In this place ho had the 
benefits of the old-fashioned training in business pe- 
culiar to Boston, lie had the influence of the exam- 
ples of good men to aid him in developing those re- 
markable endowments of mind which have distin- 
guished him from boyhood to manhood and through 
life. II is unexceptionable habits and tireless applic;ition 
to businoiss ; his quick perception of what was right 
and what was wrong, and his undeviating integrity ; 
the simplicity of his methods, and his unbounded 
confidence in (he principles of common sonse and in 
the results of legitimate industry, gave him an early 
reputation for sound judgment of far greater value 
than the possession of money as a capital, with its 
dangerous tendency to mislead in the choice of doubt- 
ful projects of speculation. The slow and sure methods 
of acquisition afibrd the most profitable information 
in respect to the fundamental laws of trade and the 
means of success. No young man more thoroughly 
mastered these laws and observed them than the sub- 
ject of this notice. 

In 1831, Mr. Pratt removed to liahimore and 
established himself as a commission merchant. He 
founded the wholesale iron-houses of Pratt & Keith 
and Enoch Pratt & Brother, which now consists of 
himself and Henry Janes. No firms have been more 
successful in business, though much of the time of 
Mr. Pratt has been given to industrial enterprises of 
a public nature and to financial institutions. He has 
been director and president of the National Farmers' 
and Planters* Bank for forty-five years, director and 
vice-president of the Philadelphia, Wilmington and 
Baltimore Railroad Company, twenty-seven years a 
director of the Savirigs-Bank of Baltimore, and of 
numerous other institutions. 

He had no hesitntion in taking a large block of the 
btock of the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore 
Railroad Company in ita early days, by which action 
he identified himself with a line of railway which 
in its equipments and accommodations to the public 
is unsurpassed, — an achievement largely attributable 
to his wise foresight and good judgment. 

With an expanding heart beyond the selfish calls 
of the mere ambition for gain, he has ever manifested 
a deep interest in the cause of education, religion, 
reform, and charity, and in public improvements. 
He has expended much time and money in support- 
ing such institutions, and always with a cheerful 
spirit. 



He is now president of the House of Reformation 
and Instruction for Colored Children at Cheltenham, 
Prince George County, Md., and of (ho Maryland 
School for the Deaf and Dumb, at Frederick , which 
was started by his energy and means. But for his 
liberality and perseverance the institution at Chelten- 
ham Would not have been established. He kiw with 
deep concern that there were numerous colored 
children swarming in the streets of Baltimore, home- 
less and friendless, and abandoned to grow up in 
idleness and vice. He donated seven hundred and 
thirty acri^s of his farm pro|Kir(y as a site, and with 
the aid of a few kindred spirits the institution was 
established, and ho has lived to see a thousand or 
more of \nH)r colored children made happy »nd pre- 
pared to be useful members of society. 

Mr. Pratt has taken a lively interest in the Mary- 
land Institute for the Promotion of the Mechanic 
Arts. The costly bell and clock in the tower of the 
institute building were his gift. As (he treasurer of the 
Peabody Institute, he was highly complimented by the 
late eminent banker who founded it, as one of the ablest 
financiers he had ever known. The ease and Hucitess 
with which he conducted the great trn^t of millions 
without loss, and with a skill in sccunt all |M».s.sible 
legitimate gains, allords a singular ctnitrast (o modern 
examples of administrative weakness. 

In 1877 he was unanimously elected by the City 
Council one of the Finance Commissioners of Balti- 
more, a post of honor and great responsibility. This 
was truly a high compliment, for the reason that he 
was politically opposed to the dominant party, and 
was the only one ever invited by a Democnitic coun- 
cil to accept the position. His services as commis- 
sioner proved to be invaluable in shaping the finan- 
cial policy of the municipality, but the pressure of his 
private afiairs soon compelled him to withdraw from 
the board. 

Although Mr. Pratt is an acute observer of men 
and events, and tiikes an int<)lligent interest in politics 
and legislation, particularly when the general welfare 
is involved, he has manifested no desire for office. 
He has been approached to be a candidate for Congress, 
for Qovernor of the State, and mayor of the city, and 
for other oflices, but he has deeliued all po^^itions that 
give mere distinctions of honor, and with but few op- 
portunities lor userulness. Absolutely he has no UiM^ 
for notoriety. He is ever prompt to be useful, but 
he is opposed to the mere display of pride. It was 
with difiiculty that his consent was obtained for the 
insertion ui' his name in this volume. 

In regard U) Mr. Pratt*s religious views, it may be 
said that he biilongs (o (he pri»gr(is.sive scIumiI. Ilo 
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is an eclectic, believing in the rule of God, and find- 
ing good in all things. His scale of duty is nob 
measured by time, and in his acts of to-day he relig- 
iously provides for the future. He is an active mem- 
ber of the Unitarion Society of Baltimore, but he 
K>ok8 for a man's religion in his deeds. He may be 
^|M»kiMi of, in the hingnagc of Tennyson, as one 

" Wliogo fjiilh hnn oontro ovorywhoro, 
Nor cnrcH lu itx ilHcIf to fortn." 

But the reader will be amazed when told that, after 
such recitals of Mr. Pratt's acts of munificence, the 
noblest of all are yet to be stated. 

Three years ago he gave notice to the city govern- 
ment of Baltimore of his purpose to establish a free 
cinMiliiting library, to be called the Enoch Pratt Free 
Library of Baltimore City, on certain conditions of 
co-o[)eration on the part of the city, which were 
pron)ptly and officially accepted. He proposed to 
expend a million of dollars. He proceeded immedi- 
ately to erect suitable buildings for the library and its 
four branches, and they were completed and conveyed 
to the city July, 1883. These buildings were planned 
nnd erected under his personal supervision at a cost 
of $300,000. In addition to these buildings, he gave 
his check on his bank, July 1, 1883, for $833,333.33 
to the city for a permanent six per cent, endowment 
of $50,000, payable quarterly forever, making the 
grnnd tot;il of $1,133,333.33. 

It would he exceedingly in(4*resting to describe the 
library buildings, to show their solid foundations and 
fireproof nuperstructurcs, their superior conveniences, 
and the elaborate and beautiful decorations of their 
interiors ; but the limits of this article do not permit. 
The papers of Baltimore have been eloquent upon 
the subject, and its citizens have manifested their 
delight in the ])ros|>ect of enjoying for themselves 
and their children the privileges of such an institu- 
tion. 

But in favoring his adopted city Mr. Pratt did not 
forget his native town in Massachusetts*. In 1867 he 
cndowetl an academy in North Middleboro', and made 
i( fn'c Uy children within a certain di8(4ince, in the sum 
of thirty thousand dollars. In 1858, when the Con- 
gregational (yliuri'h (»f Tilicnt was burned, lie aiiled 
theiH to rebuild and presciit<Ml tlieni with n clock and 
bell. Other noble acts might be enumerated, but if 
we were to make a full record of Mr. Pratt, the ma- 
terials would fill a volume. 

Of his happy donjcstie relations it may be proper 
to add that he was niarrieil Aug. 1, 1831), to a most 
inUn-esting lady, Maria J^uisa Hyde, whose paternal 
anecst-ors were among the earliest settlers of Massa- 
chusetts, while, on the mother's side, she is descended 



from a German family, who located in Baltimore more 
than a hundred and Gfly years ago. They are child- 
less. The circle of his home, whether large or small, 
is made as happy as the means of wealth can command 
and the presence of a noble and cheerful mind can 
inspire. 

Mr. Pratt is in the full possession of mental and 
physical vigor, and is enjoying, without display or 
ostentation, the rewards of an unspotted career and a 
life of unclouded prosperity. No man is more unas- 
suming in his manners, or more modest in speaking 
of what he has done, or of his personal merits. It 
cannot be seen that good fortune adds to his vanity 
or good deeds to his pride, or that occasional losses 
annoy him. He dislikes flattery and unnecessary 
ceremony, and in his intercourse with his neighbors 
and friends he has a kind and ready greeting for all 
classes, uttered with an unchangeable dignity that is 
the natural language of high motives and undisguised 
sincerity. 



ISAAC PRATT, Jr. 

Isaac Pratt, Jr., brother of Enoch, was born in 
North Middleboro*, June 27, 1814. His father was 
Isaac Pratt, son of William, and his mother, Naomi 
Keith, daughter of Jeremiah Keith, of Bridgewater. 
His ancestors are given in the sketch of his worthy 
father, contiiincd in this volume. He lived with his 
parents, and was educated at the common school, and 
at Bridgewater Academy. When sixteen years of 
.age he entered the counting-room of I. & J. Pratt 
& Co., Wareham, his father being the senior partner. 
They were extensive nail manufacturers. At the 
age of eighteen he was made the chief clerk of the 
concern. He kept the books, and all the business of 
the counting-room was placed under his direction. 
The business of the firm at this time was not less 
than five hundred thousand dollars per annum. 

He remained with this firm till 1834, when it was 
dissolved. Af^er adjusting its closing affairs, he ac- 
cepted a clerkship in the house of Warren Murdook, 
Commercial Street, Boston. 

At this time he was twenty years of age. He 
rcniiiined with Mr. Murdock about a year. 

In 1835 he was offered a clerkship in the house 
of Benjamin L. Thompson, merchant on Long 
Wharf, Boston, with the understanding that in due 
time he would be made a partner. Mr. Thompson 
had been connected with I. & J. Pratt & Co., and 
was well acquainted with the character and high 
merits of Mr. IVatt as a young man of much promise, 
and he was miide a partner in 183G. 
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The firm consisted of Benjamin L. Thompson, 
George L. Oakes, and Isaac Pratt, Jr., under the title 
of Thompson, Oukcs & Co. Their chief business was 
the manufacturing and selling nails, made from 
SwediHh iron, and in buying and selling hops. 

In 1841 Mr. Thompson retired, and the business 
was continued under the firm of Oakes & Pratt until 
February, 1843. At this time an entire change had 
taken place in the manufacture of nails. Instead of 
Swedish bar-iron, pig-iron was used. By cutting the 
nails with the grain of the iron, a good, tough nail 
was produced equal for most work to that of the 
Swedish iron, and at a much less cost. This im- 
provement was adopted by the Weymouth Iron 
Company, and Mr. Pratt was made agent to take 
charge of their store on Milk Street, Boston, which 
position he has held for forty years, with great ad- 
vantage to the company. 

In January, 1866, he was elected a director in the 
Atlantic National Bank, Boston, and when his finan- 
cial skill was seen he was made its president in 1869. 
Under his direction the bank has not only been able to 
declare good and uniform dividends, but to acoumulato 
a creditable surplus. For more than twenty-five years 
he has been a director in the National Bank of Ware- 
ham, Mass., and during the years 1872 and 1873 ho 
was president of that bank, being president of two 
banks at the same time. 

At the present time, 1884, Mr. Pratt is president 
of the Bridgewater Iron Company, the Weymouth 
Iron Company, Charles River Embankment Company, 
and treasurer of the East Boston Company. 

In 1875 he was elected representative to the State 
Legislature from the Brighton and Newton district. 
He was very properly placed on the Joint Standing 
Committee on Claims, and his associates had ample 
evidence in his examples of prompt attention to his 
official duties, and of his keen capacity to scrutinize 
the equity of the numerous demands made upon the 
State treasury. He had the courage to say No when 
necessary, and to insist upon impartial justice to all 
claimants when made evident. 

Mr. Pratt has voted the ticket of the Republican 
party, although ho bus not had much time to give 
to it as a member. He has ollen been solicitiid to 
be a candidate for office, but such offers have been 
declined. 

June 9, 1840, Mr. Pratt married Hannah Thomp- 
son, the accomplished daughter of Uenjuniin ]j. 
Thompson, his former partner. They have had five 
children, one daughter and four sons, viz., I<lllen 
Jane Oakes, born March !i7, 1811; Tsaac Tiowell, 
born Oct. 18, 1843; David Guniey, born Nov. 7, 



1848 ; Edmund Thompson, born July 5, 1852 ; and 
Marland Langdon, born Dec. 3, 1857. 

Mr. Pratt and his entire family are in gcaid health 
and in the enjoyment of all thoHo blt!H.singri whittli fol- 
low good examples and a life of successful industry. 
He is a man of few words and of great modesty. lie 
was born with a natural capacity for business. This 
was made evident in his early youth, lie was a 
sedate boy, and preferred trado to play when he had 
choice of opportunities, though always rciuly to enjoy 
the wit and pleasantries of others. As a man and 
merchant he has dbtinguished himself as a cai*eful 
observer of men and things, and discovered a sound 
judgment in all the enterprises he has undertaken 
and with gratifying results. He is quick to solve a 
business problem, and no one has ever had reason to 
complain of him for duplicity or want of candor. 
He possesses the same elements of character that dis- 
tinguished his venerable father and his respected 
brother, Enoch, — three as honest and sucoessful men 
as ever were bom on the soil of the old Bay State. 

Their record does groat honor to the land of the 
Pilgrims, — the county of Plymouth. 

We do not say self-nnide men, for this term, so 
common among writers, in our humble opinion, is an 
arrogant one. Whoever has the strength and genius 
to rise above the circumstances of life, to acquire 
knowledge however opposed by difficulties, to elevate 
hb character above that of his associates, to advance 
his own station beyond his inherited rank, and to 
secure for himself the commanding position of af- 
fluence, integrity, and eminent usefulness, is a fav- 
ored child of his Maker, and is a chosen instrument 
of his beneficence. The genius that is within raises 
him above the level of life. He sees, he hears, he 
feels, he thinks, and knows, and he acts. He is 
diligent in the use of his talents, and, like the faith- 
ful steward, is ever ready to be imlled to his account. 



JARBD PRA'rr. 

Jared Pratt, son of Josiah and Bethiah (Keith) 
Pratt, was born in Bridgewater, Mass., July *.i7, 
1792. 

Phineas and Joshua Pratt wore early New l<^ng- 
land emigrants. Phinuas sctllod at Weymouth; 
Joshua, from whom probably Jared Pratt derived 
his descent, had descendants who settled in Veruiont, 
from which State they came to liriilgewater, where 
Josiah, father of Jared, was a fat*mer. lie married 
Hethiah, daughter of Jeremiah Keitli. (•leieuiiah 
Keith was a descendant in the fourth generation of 
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Rev. fTainc8 Keith, tho old Scotch "first luinistcr" 
of JSridgowiitcr (see history ol' 13 ridge water). The 
line 18 Jniiie8\ John', Daniel', Jcreiuiah*. By 
his first wile, Agutha Bryant, Jeremiah had five 
children, — Jeremiah, Bethiah, Naomi (Mrs. Isaac 
Pratt), Betsey (Mrs. Benjamin Tucker), and Su- 
sanna (Mrs. ZchuUm K. Pratt). lie was early 
engaged in the inm business, owning a foundry, 
and doing much iron work for those days. lie 
made cannon, wliit^h were cast solid Uy horo, being 
drilled out aHerwards. Ho is said to have cast the 
first cannon made in Bridgewater. He was a strong, 
resolute man, of active temperament, with all the per- 
sistence and energy of his Scotch ancestry.) Josiah 
Pratt had three children, — Jared^ Lydia (first wife 
of Charles Wilbur), and Agatha B. (second wife of 
Charles Wilbur). He died Dec. 12, 1843, aged sev- 
enty-six years. Jared Pratt received his education 
at public and private schools, and he devoted himself 
to his studies assiduously. When nineteen he taught 
public school in Taunton for one year. He engaged 
for some time as clerk for Crocker & Richmond in 
their nail-manufactory in Taunton, and served in the 
same capacity for other manufacturers. He married 
Jemima Williams, daughter of Job and Zipporah 
King, of Taunton, Jan. 1, 1818, and commenced 
housekeeping at North Middleboro*, in close prox- 
imity 14) tho present rosidc^nces of his sons, and began 
his succirssful business life there as proprietor of a 
gen(*ral country store in ctunpany with Ismie Pratt, 
the firni-nanie being I. & J. Pratt. Country mer- 
chandising at that time meant participation in all 
branches of business carried on by the people, so, in 
1819, we find the firm had a forge, or "bloomery,*' in 
operation at Wareham, doing a motlerate business, 
under (he personal care of Mr. Wilbar, the resident 
partner at Wareham of the firm which then was 
known as Pratt, Crane & Wilbar. From this sniall 
beginning in iron work grew up the ext^»nsivc manu- 
facture of nails so long conducted in Wareham by 
the Wareham Iron Company, doing business as I. & 
J. Pratt t^ Co., which soon threw into the shade and 
superxcMbnl the little mercantile business at North 
Middleboro'. (See biography of Isaac Pratt.) 

Mr. Pratt's business ability and shrewd financial 
skill rnidered him an important factor in this rapidly- 
dovoloping industry, and he reniovtul to Wareham in 
1824 ; and t-o his shrewdness, energy, and skillful 
conducting the monetary affairs, and as treasurer of 
the Wareham Iron Company, tho firm was greatly 
indebt(Ml for its success. 

In IH.'UI, Mr. Prntt wont to Ilarrisbnrg, Pa., 
and established an extensive iron manufactor}', in 



which were made nails, bar-iron, plates, etc. This 
was a successful enterprise, and was conducted with 
great profit until 1859. About 1842 his son, Chris- 
topher C. K., became connected with him, and the 
firm was thenceforward J. Pratt & Son. In 1859 
Mr. Pratt returned to North Middleboro* as a retired 
business man, and passed his closing years in tho 
midst of the pleasant rural scenes of that beautiful 
little village, and in tho spacious houso which ho had 
erected in accordance with his taste in 1848, and 
which was one of the splendid mansions of the town. 
He died July 4, 1864. Mrs. Pratt, who was born 
May 15, 1794, is still living, in possession of remark- 
able physical and mental strength. Their children 
are Christopher C. K., Maria 0. (Mrs. Albert Wash- 
burn), Augustus, Eliza Ann, Julia, and Louisa. 

Mr. Pratt was a sergeant of Capt. Keith's Com- 
pany of East Bridgewater in the war of 1812; hb 
widow now receives a pension for his services. He 
also held a commission as captain of the militia for 
many years, by which title he was familiarly known. 
He was intimately connected with, and a warm sup- 
porter of, all matters of interest arising in the com- 
munity or in the town, and being a business man of 
the highest order, his advice was of great value and 
eagerly sought. He was careful and cautious, but at 
the same time positive, holding a well-grounded faith 
in his own opinions. As a man and citizen ho was 
esteemed, as a friend and associate he was bclovcfl, 
and his mcnn)ry is cherished by a largo circle of 
friends. The engraving accompanying this sketch is 
taken from a painting representing him at thirty 
years of age ; it is the only likeness extant, and is said 
to be a remarkably good one of him at that age. 
The autograph is taken from a letter written in 1846, 
when ho was fifly-four years old. 



ALIJKUT ALDEN. 
John Alden, tho first of the Pilgrim band to step 
on Plymouth Rock, and the last male survivor of those 
who came in the ** Mayflower," whose romantio love- 
story has been so beautifully told by our great poet, 
Loni^fcllow, and whose merits have been so faithfully 
recorded in old records, was the ancestor of tho 
numerous family of Aldens in America. He pos- 
sessed niiieli versatility of talent, and by his intelli- 
gence, refinement, and decision of character early 
obtained a strong influence over his associates. He 
was siH'retary to the Covernor for many years, and in 
every positicni performed his duties satisfactorily. He 
was horn in 1591), and emigrated from Southampton, 
England. In 1621 he married Priscilla Mullins, who 



1040 



HISTORY OP PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 



was oclcbrnted for her beauty and domcstio noooin- 
pli8liuicnt8. After a few yearu they luado Duxbury 
their residence, ou the north eide of the village, on a 
farm which is still in the possession of their descend- 
ants. John Alden died at Duxbury Sept. 12, 1687. 
** In a good old age, an old man, and full of years ; 
and was gathered to his people, and his sons buried 
him." The line of descent to the present generation 
IS John^ Joseph', Joseph', SamueP, Samuel', Dan- 
iel •, Otis ^ Albert'. 

Albert Alden, son of Otis and Harriet (Adams) 
Alden, was born at Jay, Me., Oct. 21, 1817. His 
parents moved to North Bridgewater, Mass., a few 
months after his birth, where they died. His mother 
was the daughter of Rev. Joseph Adams, who, when 
young, was in the llevolutiunary war, and whoso 
father was one of the earliest Hottlers of the family of 
* Adams that settled near Boston. Hev. Joseph Adams 
was for many years a prominent Baptist clergyman. 
He was for a long period of time a settled pastor of 
Jay, Me., and tilled various pulpits to the acceptance 
of the people, making many friends outside of his 
own denomination. He married Mercy Gading, 
daughter of lii;v. William Gading, then holding a 
imstorato near Boston. 

His grandmother on his father's side was the daugh- 
ter of Jonathan Gary, who was a descendant from 
John Gary, who came over from England about 1634 
and joined the Plymouth Golony. 

Albert Alden is a worthy example of the class of 
self-made men. Left an orphan at seven years of 
age, he lived with an uncle on a farm until he was 
thirteen, when he began life for himself, having re- 
ceived very limited school advantages. With all 
these deprivations, however, he has gained wealth and 
an honorable position in society, and may be classed 
among the truly successful men of this county. Be- 
fore he was twenty-one he was owner of an express 
or baggage route between Boston and Providence and 
Boston and Foxboro*. His devotion to principle has 
ever been marked. He never would sacrifice his ideas 
of right for the sake of gain, and, although at that 
time it was against public sentiment to be opposed to 
liquor, he placed himself while a youth on the strong- 
est temperance platform, and would not allow liquor 
intended for intoxicating purposes to be carried in any 
of his wagons. In 1840 he sold out his teams, and 
started in a small way in the straw business at Fox- 
boro*, being among the earliest ones in that trade. 
With various partners he continued manufacturing 
until the fall of 1849, when he entered the employ 
of the Garpent-ers, and remained with them and the 
Union Straw-Works, in which corporation he was a 



stockholder, until 1850, for eighteen months being in 
charge of a branch manufactory at Nantucket. Dur- 
ing 1856-57 he was employed by Thomas White k 
Go., Philadelphia, to superintend their factory. 

Afler purchasing the straw-factory of Pickens 
Brothers, at Middleboro*, Mr. Alden niovctl to this 
place Nov. 20, 1858, and, from that time to the 
present, with the exception of a few months, has been 
a resident of and identified with the business progress 
and interests of Middleboro*. From a small and in- 
convenient building he has built up one of the largest 
manufactories in the State. Ho named his factory 
the Bay State Straw- Works, admitted William King as 
partner in 1859, and, in 1860 also admitted Hiram 
Plummer. Selling out his interest in 1861 to Plum- 
mer & King, he moved again to Foxboro', but did not 
remain long, for in 1862 ho repurchased the l>ay 
State Straw- Works, and continued the manufacturing 
alone until 1865, when H. K. White was given an 
interest in the business, which interest was purchased 
by Mr. Alden in 1871, and his son, A. B. Alden, ad- 
mitted into partnership. In 1872, David T. Harts- 
horn also became u partner, and, in 187(», the Bay 
State Straw- Works were Kold to a corponUion, of 
which Mr. Alden was one of the incor|H»ral4ir.M and 
directors. It was the Union and Bay State Manufac- 
turing Gompany of Foxboro' and Middleboro*. Mr. 
Alden and his son had charge of the Middleboro* 
works, and manufactured goods for the corporation 
until August, 1882, when Mr. Alden retired from 
active business, and the W(»rks were leasiul (o A. W, Al- 
den, who formed a partnership with D. T. llartsliorn. 
Mr. Alden gave his counsel and assistance to the new 
firm (which still continues the lessee of the works), 
having no interest in the business. In 1883, he 
purchased again the Bay State Straw- Works. From 
the one small building with which he commenced, the 
trade has increased to such an extent as to compel the 
erection of building after building, each of several 
stories, and fitted with expensive machinery. From 
a forest the land contiguous to the works has be- 
come a pleasant village, Mr. Alden having erected 
houses for the convenience of his employes, and set out 
and cared for numerous trees on the highway that 
have become a source of great pride to the whole 
village. 

Mr. Alden married, May 14, 1837, Charlotte B. 
Gomey, of FoxLoro', Mass., daughter of Aaron and 
Charlotte (Skinner) Gomey, who died April 29, 1849. 
They had five children, — Charlotte L., who married 
F. Marion Vaughan, lawyer of Middleboro' (Mrs. 
Vaughan died March 13, 1884); Albert Henry, who 
died at sea, Aug. 3, 1862 ; Harriet K., died July 24, 
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18IG; Jjoslie, died April 5, 184?; and Arthur B., 
the only one livinjr nt llio present time, who married, 
in 1874, Mary H. Soule, of Middleboro*. 

Whig and Republiean in political sentiment, Mr. 
Alden haft preferred to devote his time and energies 
to business, and aside from voting has meddled little 
with |>olitics. lie has been a progressive man, and 
continually advocated improvements needed by the 
town ; he was one of the first to advocate a new t4)wn' 
house, which was finally built, he being one of the 
committee appointed to superintend its building, lie 
has also been prominent in advocating water-works for 
the town. Me was one of the directors of the Mid- 
dleboro* and Taunton Railroad, now consolidated with 
the Old Colony Railroad. lie is a director in the 
Machinists* National Bank of Taunton, one of the 
trustees of the Middleboro* Saviiigs-Bank, and di- 
rector and president of the Union Needle Company. 
Ac(]uiring a strong physique and iron constitution by 
his early exposure and hard labor, Mr. Alden is yet 
vigorous and capable of accomplishing more than 
many men much younger than he. Steady and per- 
sistent, yet weighing all things well, his judgment has 
proved an excellent guide, and his perseverance has 
carried his undertakings almost uniformly to success. 
Ho united with the Baptist Church in 1842, and has 
always been a consistent member. Of unswerving 
integrity and uncompromising in the discharge of 
duty, Mr. Alden is n\m kind and unassuming, pleiui- 
ant and social ; has a warm heart and a generous 
purse for the relief of suffering, and for religious and 
benevolent institutions. He has many friends, and 
as citizen, workman, and employer, in church cir- 
cles, and in the family relation, he has discharged the 
duties imposed on him with honor to himself and with 
the esteem of all who know him. The old blood of 
John Alden flows in all its purity through his veins. 



HORATIO BARROWS. 
No histxiry of Middleboro' would bo complete 
without a sketch of the life of Horatio Barrows. 
He w:is the son of Charles and Mary (Cobb) Barrows, 
and was born in Carver, Mass., May 12, 1824. He 
was educated at Peirce Academy, and then learned 
the carpenter's trade with his fathor, and for some 
years was engaged in building. His last work in this 
line was in erecting the store now occupied by Mr. 
Thomas W. Pierce, which was completed in the fall 
of 1853, and was immediately used by Noah C. 
Perkins, Charles E. Leonard and himself as shoe 
manufacturers, under the (irm-name of Perkins, 



Leonard & Barrows. This firm contiDued for several 
years, and in April, 1860, Leonard & Barrows sold 
their interests to Mr. Perkins, and purchased what 
is now known as Murdock*s block, and C. D. King- 
man became associated with them under the firm-name 
of Leonard, Barrows & Co. At the expiration of five 
years the connection was dissolved, and liconard & 
Barrows made large additions and improvements to 
their manufactory. They introduced steam-power, 
added another story and a basement ; remained here 
until 1874, when their largely-increasing business de- 
manded greater space, and they erected the building 
now occupied on Centre Street, where the manufac- 
ture is still carried on by Charles K. Leonard, the 
interest and firm-name remaining the same. They 
employ from two hundred to two hundred and fifty 
operatives, and it is one of the leading houses in this 
line in the county. During the first years of their 
business they manufactured largely for the Southern 
trade, but at the breaking out of the Rebellion that 
market was destroyed, and new ones were sought in 
the West, and ladies' shoes were made a specialty. 

With that chanictcristio shrewdness and foresight 
which has built up this extensive business, it was 
seen that an entirely diflerent class of goods would 
be demanded in the West, and the change was 
adopted successfully. In establishing these new 
markets Mr. Barrows was obliged to travel exten- 
sively in the West, and by his honorable dealing, 
strict attention to business, he secured to the firm a 
reputation which has enabled them to manufacture 
goods to order to the full capacity of their faotoryx 
without personal solicitation. In 1854, Mr. Bar- 
rows married Abbie M., daughter of Benjamin and 
Waitatill (Murdock) Leonard, of Middleboro'. They 
had one son, Fletcher Lawton, born July 15, 1871. 

Mr. Barrows was a member of the Central Con- 
gregational Church. He was not largely identified 
in political or town affairs, as he devoted himself 
entirely to his business. He was chairman of the 
committee for the construction of the town-house, 
and it is to his perseverance and labor that the town 
is largely indebted for the fine structure which they 
now enjoy. The architect and contractor having 
died early in the work of its erection, and having no 
written plans of the building, Mr. Barrows, himself a 
practical builder, took upon himself the heavy task 
of superintending the work. To this extra respon- 
sibility and mental labor, added to the demands of 
his own business, was partially attributed the ill 
health from which he suffered for a number of years. 
In his death, which occurred May 24, 1883, the town 
lost not only one of its most active business men. 
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but an eoterprisiDg, pubiio-spirited oitisen, who, 
when not the pioneer of some village improvement, 
was always a ready champion in such work. The 
following, contributed by one of his personal and 
business friends, will show the estimation of Mr. 
Barrows by those who know him best : ** Possessing 
an ambition and enterprise above that of most young 
men with his surroundings, he Icfl his native town 
and came to Middleboro', where as a carpenter he 
worked at his trade for some years. This offered in 
prospect only hard work, and at last only a compe- 
tency, and the same spirit which drew him from his 
early home now led him to leave his trade and com- 
mence the manufacture of shoes. With slight excep- 
tions his business was uniformly successful, and from 
small beginnings grew to be the largest in town and 
among the largest in the county. Schooled from 
early youth to habits of industry and economy, he 
ever retained them, and these with a successful busi- 
ness made him a wealthy man. Shrewd in his deal- 
ings, reliable in his promises, of good judgment, a 
constant reader, he kept well posted on all the lead- 
ing subjects of his day, and was one of our m(»Ht 
prominent and reliable citizens. Slow to reach con- 
clusions, yet firm in his convictions when formed, no 
opposition or difficulties seemed to move him from 
his fixed purposes. Our magnificent town-house is a 
monument to hb taste and judgment, and to his per- 
severing push through difficulties and opposition. 
He was lon«{ a member of the Congregational Church, 
was a quiet man in all ways, and dearly loved his 
home. To make it beautiful and attractive to his 
wife and son, whom ho loved tonderly, was his con- 
stant study." 



ABISIIAI MILLBR. 

History is the ri8um6 of the lives and events which 
are to-day among the things of the present, to-mor- 
row those of the past, and in history mention should 
be made of those whose personal qualities, business 
enterprise, and moral worth have contributed in some 
way to the wealth, knowledge, and welfare of the 
community in which they lived, and to this number 
belongs Abishai Miller, who was born at Fall Brook, 
Middleboro*, Mass., June 22, 1809. His ancestry, 
for several generations, had been land-holders there, 
having purchased their estate from the Indians. He 
was the youngest child of John and Susanna (Spar- 
row) Miller, and was educated at the common schools 
in Middleboro'. His father dying when Abishai was 
a mere lad, ho left his homo and went to Wcsthoro' 
and Taunton to learn the machinists' trade. He de- 



voted himself to this trade until he had thoroughly 
mastered it in all its details, and it was said of him 
that he was one of the best machinists in New lOiig- 
land. A nuui of his mechanical genius couKl not 
long remain a subordinate. In 1837 he entered the 
service of Otis Tuf\s (Mr. Tufts at that time being 
the proprietor of a machine-shop on Broomfield Street, 
Boston, and afterwards known as one of the most 
successful engine-builders in New England), and con- 
tinued in his employ in this location and in Fiast 
Boston until 1853. During this period he sn|)erin- 
tended the construction of much large work, and had, 
as apprentices, many young men who have become 
justly celebrated in the line of iron manufacture, and 
shown the excellence of their training. In the year 
1853, Mr. Miller, with several other enterprising me- 
chanics, organized the Atlantic Works, and nhtained 
a charter from the Jjcgislature. They put into this 
venture all their savings, and began the difficult task 
of making a place for their company in the business 
world. They purchased land in East Boston, and 
erected buildings thereon for machine-, blacksmith-, 
and boiler-shops, and purchaMul tools for thest! .several 
departments. Mr. Miller became hU|K;rintcndcnt of 
construction, and by dint of hard work, self-sacrifice, 
and the utmost economy, soon succeeded in establishing 
a reputation, and steadily increased their business and 
facilities. About 1859, Mr. Miller retired from active 
work to Middleboro*, to take much-needcil and well- 
earned rest. At this time he erected a fine residence 
on the old homestead at Fall Brook, and here his 
friends always found him happy and hospitable. But 
when the civil war commenced the Atlantic Works 
secured a contract for the building of one of the now 
famous ^' monitors,*' and at the earnest solicitation of 
his associates in the business, he returned and again 
became its superintendent, and during the four years 
following a busier man could not have been found in 
Boston. Under his direction were built the monitors 
" Casco" and " Nantucket," the turrets for the moni- 
tors " Monadnock," " Agamenticus,'* •* Passaconaway," 
*' Shackamaxon," and the machinery for the gunboats 
" Sagamore," " Canandaigua/' " Sassacus," and ** Os- 
i ceola," also for the United States man-of-war *' Ny- 
I phon." At the close of the war, Mr. Miller again 
retired from active business, although remaining on 
the board of directors of the company until 187(j, 
when, upon the death of the president, he was elected 
to that ollice, and continued in the same until his 
death, which occurred at East Boston, Jan. 30, 1883. 
He was buried at the " Green" Ccnictory, Middleboro', 
where five gi^nerations of his anivstors ahvady lay. 
His wife, Julia A., daughter of Kdward Sparrow, of 
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Mi(1il)oborn\ died iiiniiy years before liiiii. An only 
dau<:;litcr, Julia II., tlie wife of Dr. G. W. Co|)cland, 
of Bofitou, survives theui. 

As a business man and mecbanic few surpassed 
liini, and tbc success and prosperity of the Atlantic 
Works was largely duo to Mr. Miller's management 
and skill. In privat<! and social life bo was mucb 
beloved, lie never betrayed a friend or deceived an 
enemy. His nature was positive. Strong in bis likes 
and dislikes, be was always just and charitable. A 
friend in want or in trouble found in him a ready 
helper and adviser. It is siiid that the truly great 
man always loves and respects his mother. This 
characteristic he possessed in a large degree, for he 
always treated his mother with affection and reverence, 
and cared for her under his own roof during the last 
years of her life. As a husband and father, he was 
devoted and indulgent. As a citizen, he commanded 
the esteem of all who knew him, and, although having 
neither the time or ambition to be very active in 
town .'I flairs, yot when elected to office filled the posi- 
tions with credit, serving as selectman of Middlcboro*, 
and in oIIht positions of trust to the aetM^pl^'ince of 
his townsmen, lie was an attendant of the Congre- 
gational Church, and contributed largely towards its 
support. 

Mr. Miller was essentially a self-made man, and his 
life was one of steady and active devotion to business. 
Starting forth when but a mere lad to eoinpicr for- 
tune, his suee<»ss was well won, the result of nuMital 
strength united with indomitable will and persevering 
industry. This was not accomplished at the expense 
of his social nature, as is evidenced by the large circle 
of intimate friends, who were attracted by his geni- 
ality and hospitality. 



C. D. KINGMAN. 

The first American ancestor of the Kingman 
family, Henry Kingman, came to this country about 
the year IGHO, ten years after the landing of the Pil- 
grim fathers, and settled in Weymouth. He was a 
man of good character, with intellectual strength and 
cultivation. In the year 1631 he was on the grand 
jury, and repeatedly represented the town in which 
he lived, and filled many places of public trust and 
coutldence. His introduction to such responsible 
offices, while yet a young man, speaks in the strongest 
terms in favor of liis character and intolligence. He 
changed his residence to West Bridgewater, where he 
died at the age of eighty-four, leaving a son John. 
John (second generation) was born in 1GG4, died in 



1755. His son, John (third generation), was born in 
1703. Abner (fourth generation) was born in 1735, 

and died in 1812. He married Susannah , who 

died in 1820. Their children were nine in number, 
of whom Bela was the eighth. Abner was the first 
of the family in Middleboro*. He settled on a farm 
in North Middloboro', where he always resided. Here 
Bela (fifth generation) was born May 2, 1781, and 
died April IG, 1854. Ho married Lydia Dean, of 
Taunton, in 1804. She was born July>6, 178G, died 
Dec. 12, 1860. They had twelve children. Bela 
followed the occupation of his father (that of tanner 
and farmer), and made his residence on the old home- 
stead. He held a major*8 commission in the militia, 
but was excused from service in the war of 1812, 
when the company was ordered to Plymouth, from 
the peculiar reason that two majors* commissions had 
been given in his regiment. He was an attendant of 
the Congregational Church of North Middleboro*, and 
was its first Sabbath -school superintendent (1818). 
He was a man physically and morally strong, of good 
judgment, and in all the positions he was called to 
(ill ]H?rfornied their duties in accordance with the 
saying, " Act well your part, there all the honor lies." 
We quote from an old document the following, in 
regard to the characteristics of the Kingman family : 
^* Strong attachment to and high admiration of each 
other; ambition, not in the acquisition of wealth or 
goodly apparel, but in the acquisition of knowledge. 
It may be well and truly said, ' A Kingman is a good 
friend and true, but not an enemy to be desireil.' *' 

Calvin D. Kingman, youngest child of Bela and 
Lydia (Dean) Kingman, was born April 29, 1825, 
on the farm where his grandfather settled, in North 
Middleboro*. He diligently improved the common- 
school advantages afforded to the farmers* boys of that 
|)erio<l, and by the time he was sixteen years old, the 
savings he had accumulated, by extra work for neigh- 
bors in haying and pegging shoes in winter evenings, 
sufficed to pay his expenses at the academy in Bridge- 
water, which he attended three terms. Commencing 
teaching when but seventeen years old, he at once at- 
tained high rank in that profession, and taught pub- 
lic school in Taunton three winters. During this 
time he worked at haying in summer, attending the 
spring and fall terms of the academy, and three terms 
at the normal school. While attending the latter, 
and only about twenty years of age, he was surprised 
to receive a communication from J. N. Balloii, prin- 
cipal of Taunton Academy, asking him to take the 
position of assistant in that institution. On Mr. 
Kingman's showing this letter to Mr. Tillinghast, the 
principal, and asking his advice as to its acceptance or 
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rejectioD, he said, ** Oo by all means, it is too good a 
chance to be lost." Prior to this time, and before he 
was two weeks in the normal school in its spring; 
session, Mr. Kingman had made an engagement to 
teach the West Bridgewater school the next winter, 
which engagement, aflcr teaching three terms in the 
academy, he was compelled to keep. Although giv- 
ing general satisfuction as an instructor, and having 
promising engagements offered him, Mr. Kingman 
concluded not4o make teaching his life-work, and, at 
the close of his winter's school, he went to work on a 
bench in a shoe-shop across the road from his father's 
residence, and from that time to the present he has 
been a manufacturer of shoes. 

In the full of 1846 he went to live with his brother, 
Hosca, who was manufacturing shoes in what is now 
liskovillc. Hero he married, Oct. 3, 1847, Sarah 
P., daughter of Caleb and Mary (Holmes) Bassett. 
Commencing housekeeping at Lakeville, he bought 
leather and made it into shoes on his own account, 
and soon entered into company with Hosea, which 
partnership continued about one year, when Hosea 
died, leaving Calvin the entire business. In the 
spring of ]8()2, Mr. Kingman removed both his resi- 
dence and business to Middlcboro*, where lie is imw 
(1884) located. From humble beginnings, by care, 
diligence, and integrity, his manufacturing has in- 
creased steadily and satisfactorily, until it b employ- 
ing, at the present, fitly operatives, and producing 
men and boys* calf, kip and .buff brogans, balmorals, 
English and Oxford ties, etc. Mrs. Sarah P. Kingman 
died Jan. 21, 1875. Her children were Sallie R. 
(married Henry F. Tillson ; they have one child, 
Marian, and now reside in Los Vegas, New Mexico, 
whither Mr. Tillson was compelled to remove for his 
health, which was much broken by his many years* 
service at Macullar, Williams k Parker's, Boston), 
Charles W. (married Lizzie E. Cole, has four chil- 
dren, Lydia D., Sadie B., Delia R., and Walter R.), 
Philip E. (married Nellie Shaw), and Henry C, a 
bright, promising young man, who was accidentally 
drowned May 14, 1883, in his twenty -first year 
(Charles W. and Philip E. are associated with their 
father in business). Mr. Kingniun married, Nov. 10, 
187G, Mary A., daughter of Andrew J. and Abigail 
(Snow) Pickens. 

Mr. Kingman has devoted his time and att^'ntion 
mostly to business. lie is one of the trustees, and on 
the investment committee of the Middleboro' Savings- 
Bunk. He is largely interested in cattle raising in 
Colorado, and has passed several months in each year, 
since 1880, in enjoyment of the sports of the far West, 
and probably no man of the present generation in 



this State has ever killed so much large game, deer, 
antelope, elk, bear, buffalo, etc., as he. Of an active 
and vigorous temperament, he is an enthusiastic lover 
of the chaso. Formerly a Whig, of latxs years ho 
has been independent in poliiies, voting for the 
measures and men he deemed the best, and steadily 
refusing to take office. In religious belief he is a 
Congregational ist, is a diligent worker in the church, 
has held the office of deacon for six years, and als(» 
that of Sunday-school superintendent for about the 
same length of time. During his twenty-one years* 
residence in Middleboro*, every Sabbath he has been 
at home has found him in attendance at Sabbatli- 
sohool and meeting, with the exception of two or 
three, when he was detained at home by illness of 
himself or family. A social companion, a strong 
friend, a successful business man, and a law-abiding 
citizen, Mr. Kingman merits and enjoys the esteem 
of all who know him. 



JOTIN n. T.R DARON. 

There is an air of romance and mystery surround- 
ing the history of the first of the l/o Ihiron family. 
The following facts were mostly obtained from au 
article in the *' New England General Register*' for 
1871, written by one of his descendants: In the fall 
of the year 1694 a French privateer cruising on the 
American coast was wrecked in Buzzard's Bay, near 
Falmouth. The officers and crew were taken pris« 
oners and marched to Boston, but they were com- 
pelled to leave the surgeon of the ship. Dr. Frant^ois 
Le Baron, at Plymouth on account of sickness. 
During his stay at the inn he performed what seemed 
at that time a wonderful surgical operation on the 
landlady. From this fact, and there not being a 
competent surgeon or physician in the town, the 
selectmen petitioned Lieutenant-Qovernor William 
Stoughton, then acting (governor, that Dr. Le iJaron 
" might be permitted to tarry in the town of Plym- 
outh as physician, surgeon, and apothecary.*' This 
request was granted, and he settled down into the 
staid manner of life of the Puritans with the name of 
Le Baron, thus becoming the founder of a new fam- 
ily. It is presumed that ho was a scion of a ntthio 
house of Normandy or Provence, hut ho seduhnisly 
refrained from giving any information concerning his 
early life. He never assimilated with the religion of 
the colony, was a Roman Catholic throuf^h life, and 
always wore a cross upon his breast. No record can 
be found of either the name of the privateer or the 
port from which she sailed, and an inipcnel ruble veil 
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of myMory inuHt forever lie over the European life, 
fninily, niid cveu name, of tliis talented physieian. 

From these romantic incidenta a brilliant writer 
has made him the hero of a pleasing tale, — *'A 
Nameless Nobleman," — in which many facts are 
blended with imaginative statements, so as to make a 
readable book. In 1G95 he married Mary, daughter 
of Edward and Elisabeth (Ames) Wilder, and died 
in 1704, aged thirty-six years. The children of Dr. 
Francis and Mary (Wilder) Le Baron were James, 
born May 23, 1696; Lazarus, born Deo. 26, 1698; 
and Francis, born June 13, 1701. On the crest of 
Burying Hill, Plymouth, even yet may be seen a 
stone of black marble, bearing this inscription : 
" Here lyes y body of Doctor Francis 1x5 Baron, a 
native of France and Physician of Plymouth, a.d. 
1704/' There have been many physicians among 
his descendants. 

From Dr. Francis Le Baron to the fifth generation 
we find the line. Dr. Francis*, James', John', John*, 
John B.* Jolin* was born Oct. 18, 1787, and lived 
in the part of Middleboro' cjilled llock, until his 
lalor years, when he removed to Middleboro* vil- 
lage, where he died in his ninety-third year. He 
was an iron-molder, but fully conversant with all 
departments of the iron business. In connection 
with this industry, he also carried on a farm. He 
held a commission in the old militia, and in the war 
of I HI 2 was niptiirod by the British. 

John B. liO Baron, son of John and Bntlinny 
(Jlyd(T) \n) Baron, was born Sept. 19, 1817, in Mid- 
dleboro\ His educational advantages were limited 
to the coninioii schools. He remained at home until he 
was about eighteen years old, when he went to Norton 
furnace and served an apprenticeship at the foundry 
business. At the completion of his iipprentiecsliip, 
ho worked at Norton for Bonie years, and during this 
time was married. From Norton he went to Field's 
furnac(?, at Tinniton, where ho also reinninod several 
years. He then engaged ns foreman in a foundry at 
Bourncvillo (now part of Fall River) for two years; 
tlion ho wont Ui Soniorsot to suprriiitK*nd the buiM- 
ini; of wliat is now the Co-oporalive Foundry. Ho 
occupi<'d tliJit position for two yrars. In 1855 he 
and Samuel M. Tinkhani, of Tantiton, began to build 
the foundry in Middleboro', with which Mr. Le 
Uarofi was so long <M)nnected. He lived ifi Taunton 
until the autumn of 185!); then he purchased the 
Ichabod Thomas place in Jjakeville, and resided there 
hctwoc!! iivo :uh1 six years, when he removed to 
MiiMloboro', of which place he was ever after a 
resident. This firm of Tinkham & Lo Baron con- 
tinued until the fall of 1804. Then Mr. Le Baron 



purchased tho interest of Mr. Tinkham, and conducted 
the rapidly-increasing business until Jan. 1, 1884, 
when he was succeeded by his sons, J. Baylies and 
Eugene P., who formed the Le Baron Foundry 
Company, which is now doing business. 

He married, first, Aug. 16, 1841, Keziah, daughter 
of Charles and Keziah (Rounds) Baylies, of Taun- 
ton. She was born June 9, 1818, and died Oct 10, 
1861. Their children were Adelaide (died young), 
John Baylies (born Jan. 24, 1845, married Lucy S., 
daughter of Thomas and Abigail (Bisbee) Ijovell, 
and has three children), Maria C. (born Jan. 18, 
1847, married Samuel S. Lovell, has three children), 
Eugene P. (born Jan. 16, 1849, married, first, Lucy 
II. Morrill; she died in 1871, leaving one child; 
second, Georgiana Loring, of Plympton, who has one 
child), Charles H. (died young), Clara J. (born Jan. 
7, 1855, married George R. Sampson, has two ohil*- 
dren), and Harriet J. (died young). 

Mr. Le Baron married, second, Mary J., daughter 
of James Chase, a native of Dighton, who survives 
him. His death occurred March 1, 1884. Mr. Le 
Baron was an incorporator and director in the Do- 
mestic Needle Company, and its successor, Union 
Needle Company, of which he owned one-fourth in- 
terest. He was one of the trustees, and on the board 
of investment of the Middleboro* Savings- Bank. He 
owned quite an amount of land, laid out numerous 
village-lot«, and erected a number of houses. lie 
was the originnt4>r of tho coal business in Middle- 
boro'. Democratic in politics, as such ho was elected 
to represent Middleboro* in the State Legislature 
in 1875. He was for years a member of the board 
of trustees of ihi Methodist Episcopal society, one 
of its building committee, and contributed liberally 
to build the present church edifice, and to the sup- 
port of tho society. He united with the church in 
1877, and, up to tho time of his death, held the 
ollices of steward and trustee. During the temper- 
ance reform movement he was active in its support, 
and was a member of the Assawampsett Division, 
Sons of Temperance. Ho was for many years a 
prominent member of Mayflower Ijodge of F. and 
A. M., Middleboro', Sutton Commandery, and Adon- 
iram Chapter of New Bedford. Social, cheerful 
in disposition, fond of hearing and narrating good 
stories, of large and robust physique, and positive 
nature, Mr. Le Baron threw his whole soul into 
whatever ho undcrt^mk. He was a man of strong 
will-power and tremendous energy and a hard worker, 
and (rom humble beginnings, by his own exertions, 
ac(|uired a handsome competency. Of strong integ- 
rity, ho W[i8 noted for his frankness and candor ; of an 
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active temperament, earnest and impulsive, sometimes 
impetuous, but always sincere, he was a man of 
marked generosity and liberality of character. As a 
business man lie was suoocssful, and as a member of 
society respected and beloved. 



ELIJAH E. PERKINS AND DANIEL SUMNER PER. 

KINS. 

Elijah E. Perkins is of good old Saxon stock, 
and a descendant in a direct line from one of the first 
families to settle in Ipswich, Mass. Wo find in early 
records the name of John Perkins. He was born in 
1590, at Nervent, Gloucester County, England, and 
probably came in the " Lion'* to Boston, February, 
1 6;n , with Roger Williams. He had three sods, Jolin 
(2d), who was a comnionor in 1641, Jacob, and 
Thomas, all of whom were subscribers to Maj. Denisou*8 
^(illowance in 1648. From one of these three sons 
-/descended Mark*, who came from Ipswich to North 
Bridgewater, was a farmer, married, and had a large 
family. His son, Isaac, born about 1730, settled in 
North Middlcboro*, possessed a farm of a hundred 
acres, a portion of which is now held by his grandson, 
Elijah, and on which ho was born July 22, 1804. 
Isaac held a commission in the old French war, was a 
deacon for many years, and a man of sound, practical, 
common sense. He married Joanna Edson, of North 
Bridgewater, and died in 1811, at the age of eighty- 
one. Their children were Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Asel, Asa, Cyrus, Joanna, and Sally. (Cyrus grad- 
uated at Dartmouth College, and was a distinguished 
physician of New York City.) Asel was horn in 
1765, received a common-school education, became a 
farmer, and always resided on the old homestead. He 
married Lueretia, daughter of Deacon Elijah and 
Sarah (Shaw) Eaton, of Middleboro*. Deacon Elijah 
Eaton's second wife was Thankful Alden, daughter of 
John Alden\ lie, John Alden, was a very religious 
man, lived to be one hundred and two years old, and 
had read the Bible through as many times as he was 
years old, it is said, and could tell on hearing a verse 
the book and chapter it was from, and continue the 
quotation. 

The children of Azel and Lueretia (Eaton) Per- 
kins were eleven, of whom Elijah was the ninth, and 
is now the only survivor. Mr. Azel Perkins was a 
man of medium size and very active, steady, indus- 
trious, and quiet, preferring to work at his own busi- 
ness than to take office. He retained his activity to 
old age, and when over eighty years old would as often 
run to his barn as walk, lie died August, 1852, 
aged eighty-seven. 



The educational advantages of farmers* sons in 
those days were limited to the winter school of a few 
months, and Elijah attended only eight weeks during 
each year, afler lie was ten years old, until, on ac- 
count of ill health, ho went to Boston in 1823, and 
was employed as clerk for two years. He then re- 
turned to North Middleboro*,. where he has since re- 
sided. In December, 1833, Mr. Perkins married 
Elizabeth Eddy Hall, daughter of Asa and Lucy 
(Leach) Hall, of llaynham. They have had six chil- 
dren, — Francis H., born Sept. 5, 1835, died July 12, 
1855; Daniel S., Iwrn Sept. 4, 1837, died Oct. 22, 
1881 ; Lueretia E., born Feb. 3, 1842 (married Enoch 
Pratt, had one child, Miriam E., and died Nov. 26, 
1877); Cordana E., born Nov. 17, 1844 (marriml 
Harrison Otis Pratt, Sept. 16, 1869, has one son, 
Harry Sumner, and resides with her imreiit-s) ; Wil- 
liam Sawyer, born May 17, 1847, died Oct. 13, 181!) ; 
Mary S., born July 6, 1852, married Benjamin E. 
Holmes. 

Mr. Perkins was one of the pioneers of the shoe 
business, having in 1836 taken a contract of Seth 
Bryant, of East Bridgewater, for hottoniing hIiooh, 
took many apprentices, and continued at this until ho 
had bottomed twenty-five thou.saiid pairs, fn I8I(> 
he started on his own account as a manufacturer, the 
first in Middleboro' to venture in this line. He em- 
ployed only half a dozen men, but by integrity soon 
acquired a valuable reputation for his work, and the 
business steadily increased. Hard working, diligent, 
and economical, he was prospered. Alone, and in 
company with others for forty-five years, he wiut iden- 
tified with every stage of the development of this 
great industry of our country. In 1860, when fifty- 
six years of age, the handsome property acquired by 
long years of hard labor wtis swept away to ihe hist 
dollar by the wholesale repudiation of their Northern 
debts by Southerners, when they attempted to secede 
from the Union. Now was shown the value of a 
character built up by years of honest dealing, perfect 
truthfulness, and strict adherence to his word. Men 
who had known him long, and with whom he was ac- 
customed to deal, gave him the material aid and 
credit to continue in his business, which, under the 
brisk times of the war, surpassed its former prosperity. 
In 1865 he admitted his son, Daniel S., in partner- 
ship. The business had increased to such an extent 
that they employed sixty operatives, and enjoyed the 
reputation of making us good goods us wure made, 
and had a steady New England trade. The new firm 
was E. E. Perkins & Son, and continued so, until the 
death of Daniel 8., in 1881, of typhoid fervor. 

Danikl SiJMNKii Pkukins, who died in the 
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|iriiiio of lifOf \vn5i n diligent laborer and nii iiulustri- 
oiiH iiinii ; df'oiiiin^ llio secret of 8iic(*x'8f< strict nttcn- 
tioii to business, lie overtasked biiuself and sank 
beneath the burden. He held a high ideal of Chris- 
tinnity, and, althoup^h a sincere Christian, never con- 
sidered himself worthy to belong to the church or- 
ganifjition. TTn was highly esteonicd, and his di^ith 
was a groat sorrow to his aged father and mother, 
and to a great number of appreciative friends who 
hived him for his worth and many nniiablo (|ualities. 
We copy the following as an instance of the high 
place he occupied among his fellow-citizens : 

" WfiKKKAS It Imfi plcnnocl tho Aliniglitj Father or Infinite 
Mercy to rcntov6 by dontb from our number our cstoemcd friend 
ami rollcnj^uc, I), Sumner Perkins, bo it, therefore, 

" JiriofrrUf That vro hiniont hiH doeeano vocinlly nnd oOlcially, 
because his mnnjr virtues of band, mind, and heart endeared 
him to us; beeaupo his suggestions and cahn oouniiols \Tcre in- 
dicative of keen observation, patient investigation, nnd careful 
deliberation. 

" Urtotredf That we bear sacredly in mind his uniform amia- 
bilily. slorling worth, une4)iiivocal integrity, nnd unswerving 
fidrlily lo i-orrocl principles. 

" /frKofrrttf That a co^iy of these resolutions be sent to his 
honore<l |iarrnl!* i%^ an expression of good will nnd hnppy mem- 
ory : and that these resolutions bo entered upon tho records of 
Prntt Free School, North Middleboro', Nov. 25, 1881. 

" ZK.nri.oN Pratt, 

" AlMSrSTUS PUATT, 
"J. K. PUATT, 
"C. r. K. PUATT. 
'* Tvtinlvvn uf /V#,// Fvrr Svhn„ir 

Mr. Elijah K. IVrkins curly in life becnino con- 
n<Ttcd with the Congregational Church of North 
Middleboro* (ill 1831), and has ever since been a 
prominent nnd valued member. He has been deacon 
for neiirly thirty-four years. He very generously 
bore the expense of the monument erected to the 
memory of the three Indians, — James Thomas, Job 
Abaiilnii, and St<*plicn David, who, in rarly days 
( ITTiO), gave " thirty-right acres of land for the site 
of church edifice, parsonage, buryingground, and 
* training-field,' at Titicut. 

Mr. Perkins has always resided in his native town, 
and known of ail men, is universally esteemed for his 
sterling wcirth, honesty of dealing, integrity, modesty, 
and nnostentation, and in his old age, with the coin- 
pi^teney his faithful labor and business ability of 
years has brought him, can look back and proudly 
say that not one dollar has been acquired tinjnstly. 
lie is one of the best types of a self-made man ; has 
started many boys on the same road he has trod, and 
his suee.i'ss is llie result of steady industry, careful 
economy, business thrift, and enterprise, combined 
with eouslHlcht rcjligiiuis principles, reaehing over a 
long period of years, lie has never had time to 



meddle either with politics or speoalation, and ha^ 
refu.«<cd all public positions. Whig and Ilepublicai' 
in |>olitical belief, he has supported by his influenc( 
and votes the nominations made by these parties. 



SIIADUACII ATWOOD, M.D. 

One of the old families of Plymouth County is tin 
Atwood family, and from its representatives of th< 
present generation we can select no more worth} 
subject for illustration or biography in the county 'r 
history than Dr. Shadrach Atwood, now a resident ol 
Franklin, Mas.s. He was born in Carver, May 17 
1801. His parents were Francis and Elizabeth 
(Ward) Atwood. His grandfather, Benjamin Ward 
was prominent in the Revolutionary army (see biog 
raphy of George Ward, Lakeville), and his grand 
father, William Atwood, was a lieutenant in the same 
service. Francis Atwood was a farmer, and in 181 1 
he ]mrehased a farm in Middleboro', and rcmoviHl 
thither. Shadrach remained with his parents until 
he was twenty-one, having advantages of education 
only in a small district school until ho was nineteen, 
when he attended the academy at South Bridgewater. 
A few months aRer he engaged as teacher in a 
district school, but, becoming acquainted with a new 
and remarkably successful system of t<*aching gram- 
mar, he engaged in teaching that as a specialty for 
some time, with nmrked results, lie then began (h<^ 
study of Latin preparatory to a college course, and 
when twenty-two years old he went to Amherst and, 
after some preliminary academical study, entered 
Amherst College, where he remained about eighteen 
months. Here he made rapid progress, showing 
those ((ualities of determination and tenacity of pur- 
pose 8(» stnmgly shown in his entire career, and 
which, when a mere child, caused his fatluT to say, 
** I never told Shadrach to do a thing which he did 
not accomplish, and never heard him say, ' I can*t do 
it.* " The difficulties with which Dr. Atwood had 
to contend in preparing for the work of life were nei- 
ther few nor small. But these adverse circumstance.^ 
did not crush his spirit, nor prevent his doing and 
rising in the world. They only served to develop 
his mafihood, to bring out those sterling qualities 
which constitute a truly noble character, as they 
always do in every genuine man. About 1825 he 
began the study of medicine under Dr. Arad Thomp- 
son, of Middleboro', but after a few months went to 
Boston, and attended three courses of lectures at 
Harvard Medical School, becoming also a student in 
the ofBce and assisting in the practice of the ccle- 
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brated Dr. Winslow Lewis. He made good use of 
the opportunities afforded him, and was graduated 
from Harvard in February, 1830. Ho soon com- 
menced his long and successful medical practice by 
establishing himself at Marlboro*, whence, alter eigh- 
teen months* time, he removed to Bellingham, where 
he was located for several years. In 1836 or 1837 
ho changed his residence to Franklin, which, with 
temporary absences, has been his home to the present. 

In 1878 he gave up active praotico and retired 
afler a professional career of success and profit of 
nearly half a century. He built up a large prac- 
tice, was active, energetic, and won many friends. 
His nature is positive, and from peculiar circum- 
stances he was early thrown entirely on his own re- 
sources in his professi(vi, and developed self-reliance, 
care, and close observation — almost minute — of all 
his cases. lie was remarkable for his skill in diag- 
nosing disease, and very successful in his treatment. 
He made his profession his life-work, and ^ve to it 
all the strength of his manhood and the vigor of his 
nature. In 1866 he removed to Wrentbam, where 
he resided four years. He then returned to Frank- 
lin, and while some of his goods had been conveyed 
thither an incendiary fire burned the house in Wren- 
tham, with his library, books of aooount, and much 
other valuable property. Notwithstanding these and 
other reverses, he is to-day one of Franklin's sub- 
stantia] citizens. Ip politics, in early life, he was an 
Old-Line Whig, departing from tlie Democratic prin- 
ciples of his fathers, but afl«r the dissolution of the 
Whig party he affiliated with the Democratic party, 
and has since supported it and its candidates. In 
1847 he was elected to represent the town of Frank- 
lin in the State Legislature by un unprecedented 
majority, and while in the Legislature was largely in- 
strumental in securing the charter for the Norfolk 
County Railroad (an extension of the railroad from 
Walpolc to Blackstone). which gave railroad facilities 
to Franklin, und marked a new era in its growth and 
prosperity. Of this road he was one of the incor- 
porators. He was at one time a director of the Ben- 
jamin Franklin Savings- Bank, of Franklin. 

lie married, first, Nov. 28, 1832, Mrs. Ruth M. 
Pond, daughter of Cyrus and Ruth (Makepeace) 
Snow (hIio died, leaving no offspring, Nov. 7, 18(»2) ; 
second, Nov. 27, 1872, Charlotte M., daughter of 
Walter Harris und Sally A. (Hawkins) Quy. 

Dr. At wood has stood high among his professional 
brethren ; has honored his domestic relations, his 
social and official obligations, and enjoys the esteem 
of a large and honorable circle of friends and ac- 
quaintances. 



THOMAS WBSTON. 

Thomas Weston, of Middleboro*, was the fifth 
generation from Edmund Weston, who cumo to Plym- 
outh from England in the " Ann and Elizabeth" in 
the year 163G. He was born March 20, 1770, in 
that part of the town called Warrentown. llis father, 
Edmund Weston, was a gentleman much rcs|)ectod 
and a man of influence. In Revolutionary times he 
kept a hotel in the house now owned and occupied by 
his son, (yol. Thomas Weston. He was very pro- 
nounced in his opinions against the tyranny of the 
crown, and did much towards rousing the patriotism 
of Middleboro* in those exciting times. He had six 
children, the youngest being the subject of this 
sketch. 

In his early youth he was quiet, studious, and 
thoughtful. Of a naturally weak constitution, he 
was not much inclined to out-door sports, but very 
early showed a fondness for books. Although books 
were then comparatively few, he eagerly mastered all 
that came within his reach. Schools were rare and 
expensive, and taught only by private teachers. Such 
was the poverty of the country towns in the years of 
the Revolution and those immediately following that 
few men could afford the expense of a schooling for 
their children. His father, although owning his 
farm, could do but little for his youngest son. He, 
however, sent him to the school taught by Abncr 
Alden, the author of '* Alden*8 Spelling-Book,** for 
six weeks. One week's more schooling under " Mas- 
ter*' Asapha Churchill was all that ho ever had. His 
early advantages were thus limited, but his habitus of 
thought and reading formed at homo on the farm 
ever followed him, and early manhood found him 
with a broad knowledge of affairs and a general in- 
formation surpassed by few. This, with his rare 
knowledge of men, his uniform affability, and strong 
common sense, gave him in af\er-life the great influ- 
ence he exerted in business circles and in the pitliticH 
of the State. Although under the tuition of Master 
Alden for so short a time, the latter regarded him as 
a promising young man, and soon after recommended 
him as a '* fit person to instruct youth,'* and for a few 
years before and after his' majority his services were 
sought after lus a teacher in schools, where he siHsinetl 
to have considerable success. 

Rut the teaching of private schools was not to his 
mind, and in 17i)4, taking what little money he had 
saved and a small sum that he was enabled to borrow 
from a friend, he leased a blast furnace in Carver, 
called Pope's Point Furnace, with the stiU'e eonneeteil 
with it, resolving that he would be a bnsincuss man. 
In the revival of business after the close of the Revo- 
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lutioii llic iron intcresto wcro the first to feci its 
cflccts, and nt that time in Middlcboro', Carver, Ware- 
ham, and Rochester were many blast furnaces for the 
smelting of iron and the casting of hollow-ware. His 
enterprise, his thorough business habits, his honesty, 
and his general good nature made his business suc- 
cessful, and after remaining there four years he re- 
moved to Middleboro', having amassed a considerable 
sum of money for those times. 

About (he year 1798 he purchased a portion of the 
estate at Muttock before Revolutionary times owned 
by Peter Oliver, chief justice of the highest King's 
Court in the colony. A few years later he purchased 
the remaining portion of it. Judge Oliver used to 
make this place his summer residence, and it was re- 
garded as the finest estate in the colonies. The bom- 
bardment of Boston was heard by him at Oliver 
Hall, and at night he and his family hurriedly lefl 
town, leaving everything in the house except their 
silver plate. He never returned, and the place was 
allerwards sold by the commissioners appointed to sell 
confiscated property of Royalists to Jesse Bryant, of 
whom Mr. Weston purchased a portion of the estate. 

He was married to Abigail Doggett, a daughter of 
Simeon Doggett, Sept. 30, 1798, and resided from 
that time until his death upon this estate, in the 
mansion built by Judge Oliver for his son. The 
house is still standing, and after the death of Mr. 
Wrston WHS owniMl and iMH;n]>i<*d by (he lale Knr\ 
Sprout. This lioiisc was full of historic associations. 
H<;re (jSovtniior llulcliinHon and Thoma.s and Andrew 
Oliver used to pass their summers. Here Franklin 
stopped some time while passing through the colony. 
Here were welcomed illustrious guests from Old Eng- 
land on their tour through the New England, and 
here were planned and discussed some of the odious 
nioasun\s lo siiIhIuo the rclxiHiims colonists. 

At the time lie purchased a portion of the works 
at Muttock, iiirliKJiiig the forgo and a large interest 
in the grist-mill, saw-mill, and rolling or slitting-mill, 
as it was then called. The business of these works, 
with a store, which he enntiiiued until his death, be- 
came ijuito extensive for those times. These works 
were loruicrl}' owned and carried on hy Judge Oliver, 
and the rolling-mill was the second built in America. 
One important branch of his business was the making 
of wrouirht nails. The forjie anil rollincr-niill were 
lor the purpose of making nail-rods. These were 
taken by farmers and others and hammered into nails 
ol i\w. nM|uir(Ml lcnL!;lli and si/.e. At (hat lime this 
business gave employment to a large number of men 
in this and adjoining towns, Tn the early part of his 
business at Muttock, Gen. AbicI Washburn was asso- 



ciated with him, and after that his bod, Col. Thomas 
WcstoD, who continued with him until his deatli. 
This once large and profitable business, however, was 
supplanted in a few years after his death by the in- 
vention of the nail-machine. Now, here and there, 
upon the county farms the little nail-shops may still 
be seen as monuments of a departed industry. He 
always had a large store at Muttock. During this 
period of his life he carried on a forge and store at 
the Fresh Meadows. Ho was interested in the cotton- 
mill known as the Upper Factory in Middleboro', and 
quite largely interested in shipping at Wareham. 

In 1809 he was almost unanimously chason as a 
representative to the General Court, and re-elected for 
five successive years. In 1815 and 1816 he was a 
member of the Senate, and elected to the House 
again in 1819. In 1820 he was chosen a member of 
the convention to revise the Constitution of Massa- 
chusetts. From 1823 to 1827 he was a member of 
the Govcrnor*s Council. Ho was a warm personal 
friend of Governor Eustis; with him on the Gov- 
ernor's Council was Marcus Morton, afterwards Gov- 
ernor. In public life for twenty-five years, his ac- 
quaintance with the men of his time was unusually 
large, and his general information, his sterling char- 
acter, his strong common sense, his uniform polite- 
ness, gave him a great influence upon the politics and 
men of his time. In politics he was a Democrat, and 
although living at a time when party |)olitios wore 
more bitter than at any other period of our political 
history, such wsus the esteem with which he was re- 
garded in his native town that, when he would con- 
sent to be a candidate for an 9ffice, in addition to the 
vote of his own party, he usually received more votes 
from the opposite party than their own nominee. 

In 1822 he was nominated for Congress, at a time 
when a nomination by his party was equivalent to an 
election, but declined on account of his business, 
which was then quit« extensive, and the Hon. Aaron 
Hobart was elected in his stead. 

In 1828 the old Court of Sessions, which had come 
down as one of the famous tribunals of the olden 
(ime, was abolished, and a new Court of County Com- 
missicmcrs established in its place. Mr. Weston was 
appointed by Governor Lincoln as its chairman, with 
Jared Whitman, of Abington, and John Collamore, 
of Scituate, as associates, which office he held until 
his death. At that tiuje this was regarded as one of 
the most important oflices in the county, and his ap- 
pointment was regarded as most lit. The members 
of this court took the title of judges, as did those of 
the old Court of Sessions, which title followed them 
for many years afler. With the change of name of 
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the court came other changes in its practice and 
modes of procedure, which were largely of his sug- 
gestion. Although not a lawyer, he had a judicial 
mind, and was well rend in the principles of common 
law. He was conscientious in his decisions, always 
endeavoring to do exact justice to all parties. He 
presided with dignity, and his court had the confi- 
dence and respect of the entire county. 

He died, after a short illness, Juno 17, 1834, in 
the sixty-fourth year of his age. His wife died Aug. 
11, 1830. He had nine children, — Col. Thomas 
Weston, of Middleboro*, being the only surviving 
child. In 1 834 he married for his second wife Mrs. 
Deborah Hathaway, of Freetown. 

Judge Weston was a geiitlcinan of the old school, 
dignified but always courteous and polite. Of Pil- 
grim stock, he inherited their sterling <|ualitics, 
softened by Christian culture and the amenities of 
society. He was a man of strong character and firm 
principles, scorning everything mean or dishonest. 
As a merchant he was enterprising, careful, and of 
exact business habits. His word was always as good 
as his bond. His judgment on the ordinary matters 
of life was much sought afler by his acquaintances, 
and the value of his strong, common sense early 
recognized. He was very happy in his domestic life, 
with a large family of children, most of whom he lived 
to see grow to manhood and womanhood and comfort- 
ably settled in life. His house was always open, and 
he entertained with a generous hospitality. His wide 
circle of friends and acquaintances brought many 
prominent men to his door, and rarely a day passed 
in the latter part of Uis life without the presence of 
some one as his guest. His wife, a lady of culture, 
presided with a quiet dignity over his household, and 
her rare conversational powers added much to the 
pleasure of his guests. He was early identified with 
the First Church of Middleboro*, and was one of its 
strongest supporters. The great objects of Christian 
charity and benevolence, that in his time were just 
coming into existence, he warmly espoused, and 
seemed fully to appreciate the great work they were 
about to do, and the strong hold they would ulti- 
mately obtain upon the Christian world. 



WILLIAM W. COMSTOOK, M.I). 

William W. Comstock, M.D., one of the most 
eminent physicians of Plymouth County, was born in 
SmithfieKl, R. I., March 23, 1801, and was the .son 
of Dr. Kxckiel and Mary (Wliip|)le) (Jonist^ntk. lie 
was a birthright Quaker, and both his paternal and 



maternal ancestors were of noble and distinguished 
families. The Comstocks trace their origin back 
through England and the Nornnm Conquest to the 
sixth century in (^ernnmy, where Uaron von Koni- 
Btock, the first recorded progenitor, was a large land- 
holder. His maternal grandfather was Commodore 
Abraham Whipple, United States navy, from whoso 
flag-ship '^ Providence," under his command, was fired 
the first gun against the British, thus leading oflf in 
the gallant efforts to dispute England's supremacy on 
her favorite element. Bold, daring, and intrepid, he 
enjoyed tlie friendship and companionship of Paul 
Jones, Franklin, and Wtishington, and in some respects 
was the most remarkable of the naval oflScers of the 
Revolution. His first cruise was probably never ex- 
celled in naval history, appearing more like romance 
than reality, fts prixe money amount^id t4> over (»ne 
million dollars. The most eccentric and daring of his 
exploits was in July, 1779, when he encountered the 
homeward bound Jamaica fleet of one hundred and 
fifty sail, convoyed by several British men-of-war, 
among them a seventy-four gun-ship. Commodore 
Whipple concealed his guns, j(»ined the fiert as if one 
of their number, and sailed in their cimipany for 
several days, each night capturing a vessel, which ho 
manned with a prize crew, who steered to a diU'erent 
point of the compass, so as to be out of sight of the 
fleet in the morning. From this fleet he captured ten 
richly-laden vessels, eight of which arrived in Ameri- 
can ports. This gallant ofiicer died at Marietta, Ohio, 
in 1819, aged eighty-five years. Upon his monument 
is this inscription : 

"Sncrml tu Itio iiiuiiiory of Coiiiiiioiloru Abniliiuii Whi|i|ilu, 
whuso ntiino, skiU, and oourttgu wiU over rumiiin tliu |>ri<lo and 
boatit of his oountry. In the late Uof olutinn he was the tirat 
to hurl dollauce at proud Britiiin, gaUantly leading the way to 
wrest from the uiistrefs of the ocean her sccptru, anti there to 
wave the star-spangled banner. He also conducted to the sea 
the Ar«t square-rigged vessel ever built on the Ohio, opening to 
oouimcree resources beyond ealuulalion." 

Commodore Whipple had two daughters, Katha- 
rine and Mary. Katliarine married Col. Ebenezer 
Sproat, of Middleboro'. Col. Sproat was one of the 
pioneers of Ohio, acquiring by his bravery much 
honor, was called " Ruckcyii" Sproat, and it is said 
that by him, and through him, Ohio received the ap- 
pellation of the " Buckeye State.** Dr. Comstock 
studied medicine with his fatluT, a proniinciit physi- 
cian, and coniuiencod the practice of his pn»rc.s.sioii in 
New Bedford, Mass., but removed to Buck field, Me., 
about 1829. He soon developed those qualities of a 
successful physician for which he afterwards was so 
noted, and made many and warm IVicndM, aoKMig tlio 
most intimate of whom was the father of ex-(jovernor 
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J oil II D. Lon;;, of Mn88ncliii8(*tts, nnd was cloctc<l to 
rcpn^'iTt HiickiioM one year in tho State liOgislature. 
Ill 1845 lie removed to Wrcnlliani, Mam., where lie 
built up a fine practice. Previously, in 1826, be had 
married Saba, dau<:;htcr of Thomas and Sally Sturtc- 
vant, of JVIiddloboro*. One of the oldest physicians 
ill Middleborn\ and of one of Us most reputable fami- 
lies (which, however, have ceaseil to exist in the 
town), was Dr. Thomas Stiirtevant. He had n lucra- 
tive practice, and was highly esteemed in the com- 
munity, living to n hale old age. He had several 
sons, among them Thomas (father of Saba) and 
(ieorgi% also a prominent physician, but who died in 
the prime of life. In 1851, at the time of the last 
illii(>ss of Dr. (icorge Sturtevant, J)r. Comstock vis- 
ited hiiii and treated him, and, after his death, re- 
ceived an urgent invitation to settle in Middleboro*, 
which he did. From 1852 until his death, Oct. 20, 
1878, Dr. Comstock was one of the leading, most ac- 
tive, and successful physicians in Plymouth County. 
Mis practice was cxttMisive, and his advice as C(nins(^*l 
was sought by the best practitioners from Province- 
town to Providence. He was ever an enthusiastic 
and hard-working member of his profession. Always 
a student, he kept pace with the rapid advances and 
discoveries of medical science. He had many stu- 
dents, the first being Dr. Thaddeus Cushman, of 
llainlolph, iMas.s. These have done credit to his in- 
striielioiis, and among tlieiii we nann; Dr. (leorge K. 
Hig<'low, lioston ; Dr. AbicO VV. Nelson, New Jjon- 
doii, (!oiin.; Dr. N. M. Tribou (deceased), Mystic, 
Conn.; Dr. (Jeorge W. Snow, Newburyport; Dr. 
Albert Spnigue, and Dr. H. Willard, Providence, 
11. I. ; Dr. Benjamin F. Wilson, New Bedford ; Dr. 
Henry H. Sproat, of Assonet ; Dr. J. G. Cowell, 
Wrentham, Mass. ; and Dr. George L. Ellis, Middlc- 
boro* (formerly assistant physician of Taunton Insane 
Asylum ). Dr. Comstock was a member of the Mas- 
sacliu.setts Medical Society, of which he was coun- 
cillor for many years ; a prominent member of the 
American Medical Society, of which he was a dele- 
gate fnuii Mas-MachusettsS to its annual meeting at De- 
troit. ll(' wa.s also a member of the Bristol South 
Di.striet Medical Society. Ills personal eliaracter 
was the very ])urest, hi» manner was winning and 
gracious, his 11 Or was one of the strictest integrity, 
and in his record of seventy-seven years he left the 
testimony of an honest and conscientious man. This 
motto, which he had printed on slips for his grand- 
eliildrcn, will .serve to indicate his nature, — ** Power 
of Thought is the only true measure of Intellect, as 
Forc(^ of IVinciple is the only true measure of Moral 
Greatness." 



A strong friend, a beloved and faithful physician, 
he maintained, by his daily walk and actions, and 
with an unfailing courtesy, the dignity of a true gen- 
tleman of the old school. The children of Dr. Com- 
stock were William E. (a very promising youth, who 
died at the age of seventeen), Adelia B. (married F. 
P. Mulvey, merchant, of Chicago, and has throe 
children, — William C, Caroline B., and Fannie L.), 
Katherinc A., and Agnes (who marrieil Dr. Nnhuni 
M. Tribou, of Middleboro'. Dr. Tribou settled at 
Mystic, Conn., where, after a few years' residence, he 
died, leaving two children, a son, Nahum M. (who 
furnishes the accompanying portrait of Dr. Comstock), 
and a daughter, Mary C, who married Dr. Henry 
Scuddcr Drake, of Westboro*. They have one child, 
Agnes K.). At a meeting held by the councillors of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society the following was 
adopted : 

"Tho Ma8siioliu8ott« Mcdionl tSooiety baring, by the death of 
the Into Dr. Wininm W. Coinstoek, lost an aged and one of its 
iiioftt honored niombcm, Who wiin for inanj years an OMuchito of 
thi8 bo<ly, \vc doom it just and fitting to phtoe upon record our 
recognition of his virtues and abilities. Through all his long 
and arduous career of service in a noble and humane profession, 
it is not too much to sny that, by untiring devotion to ineilical 
duty, by the constant exercise of care, patience, fidelity, and 
skill in the daily exorcise of a pursuit so important to humanity, 
and by his unvarying kindness and courtesy to his medical 
brethren, ho illustrnted the best qnalities of a physician and 
enrncMl the increasing rosprcl nnd final rrvorpiico of the profes- 
sion, iiiid that erown ofagtMMl mairK lifn, Iho lovoand grtititudo 
of tho communily which witnossod and wero benofitod by his 
life and labors. Jlo was a wise, benevolent, connoicntiouf, and 
pnblin-spirilcd man and ritixon, whoso oxamplo and infiuonec 
were beneficent in all tho relations of life, and whose memory 
will be gratefully cherished. It is to the high honor of our 
profession, as it is an incentive to a just ambition, that, in each 
generation and in every community such men are found, who 
are venerable, not in years only, but in the long and amply- 
bestowod respect and confidence of their fellow-men." 

One of the councillors. Dr. D. II. Storcr, a personal 
friend of Dr. Comstock, in a speech expressing grati- 
fication at this resolution, gave him this noble tribute : 
^* From an acquaintance, a friendship of more than 
forty years, I shall ever associate with his memory 
perfect professional integrity." Dr. Dwelley writes 
thus of him : " Although having responsibility of a 
large and widespread country practice on his hands, 
he nearly always managed to be present at the county 
and ^tate meetings of the societies, oflen riding late 
at night and before dawn to accomplish it. . . . He 
was truly a gentleman of the old school, strictly punc- 
tilious in every duty, calm and considerate, affable and 
polity', though firm and positive in his convictions, and 
no person ever failed to receive his services by day or 
night on account of being too poor to recompense 
him.'* He died with his armor on, only ceasing his 
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labors with his last short illness. His virtaes are 
cherished as a valuable legacy by his posterity, and 
assert for him an honorable place in the records of 
the community adorned by his life. 



H. S. B. SMITH, M.D. 

Henry Sutton Burgess Smith, M.D., son of Pcrley 
Dennison Smith and Louisa Burgess, his wife, comes 
from early New England families on both paternal 
and maternal sides, and was born in Bridgcton, Me., 
July V^, 1838. 

Thomas Smith was one of the earliest settlors of 
Gloucester, and a proprietor. He was a man of more 
than ordinary ability, and was, in 1645, one of the 
king's commistiioners. From him and his three sons 
(one of whom, Thomas, settled in Ipswich) de- 
scended the most of the Smiths in Northeastern 
Massachusetts. A direct descendant from him in 
the fifth generation was Isaiah Smith, who was born 
about 1774, married Mary Chapman, of one of the 
early families of Ipswich, Mass., and in 1803 drove 
his own team of oxen from Ipswich to his new home 
in a forest wilderness (now Bridgcton), in the then 
district of Maine. Ilurdy, resolute, and energetic, 
he was well calculated to endure the toils and pri- 
vations of pioneer life, and by his exertions and in- 
dustry transformed the wildness of the woods into 
a pleasant and productive farm. He built a large 
house and barns, which are yet standing. He had 
much to do with public affairs in the new settlement, 
and was onptain of the militia. Of his eleven chil- 
dren eight were born in Maine. He died in 1845, 
aged Hiivonty-uno years. He, in common with his 
neighbors, was imbued largely with the importanoe 
of education, and even during the first years of their 
settlement they had established an academy. Perley, 
his son, was born May 1, 1805, received an academic 
education, "and was distinguished as a mathema- 
tician." Ho married, in November, 1832, Louisa, 
daughter of Joshua Burgess, of Oneida County, 
N. Y., where she was born, April 25, 1813. Mr. 
Smith settled on a farm near his (Utlier*H, and united 
the avocations of lund-survcyor and furmer. His 
death oecurred Nov. 16, 1816, at the age of forty- 
one, lie had four children, — Isaiah P., Henry S. B., 
Andrew R. G., and Joshua V. The eldest wa8 ten 
years and the youngest only fourteen months old at 
the time of tlieir father's death. The mother devel- 
oped qualities of more than ordinary ability. Her 
strong maternal love kept the children together in an 
unbroken homecirclc, and by her care, diligence, 



and energy she brought from the new, rough, and 
slightly-improved farm the means to carry her chil- 
dren through college. How this was done only she 
and the All-Seeing One could tell. She worked early 
and late, planned, managed, and contrived. Personal 
comfort and luxuries were things not even to be 
dreamed of, and she infused her spirit into her chil- 
dren, and also the dauntless Christian faith and 
strength which sustained her under all her depriva- 
tions and exhausting labors, so that they cheeriully 
aided her in all ways. She lived to see them well 
educated and college graduates, her death occurring 
in 1872. They all graduated at Bowdoin College, — 
Isaiah in 1858, Henry in 1861, Andrew in 1863, and 
Joshua in 1867. Isaiah became a Congregjiti(maiist 
clergyman, and settled in Worcester. Andrew re- 
ceived the degree of M.D. from Dartmouth College 
in 1866, and located at Whitesville, Me. He has 
held prominent public positions, served one term as 
State senator, was re-elected, but was " counted out'* 
on technicalities, the certificate of election being given 
to another. He brought suit against the Secretary of 
State, and the Supreme Court reversed the decision 
of the board, and he scrvetl a second term as senator. 
Joshua graduated at Maine Minlir^d School in 1871, 
bocame a resident of llichniond, Me., whore lie prac- 
ticed medicine until 1875, when he moved to Mel- 
rose, Mass., where he now resides. 

His older brother, while a youth, was feeble, and 
Henry early became the active helper of his -mother 
and leader in the farm work. Winter and summer 
he was engaged in either cutting the nnissive hem- 
lock-trees into saw- logs, stripping the bark for side to 
tanneries, hauling the logs to mill, or putting in 
or gathering the crofM. Before he was fifVoen 
years old he had many a day done a man's work, 
laboring from early dawn till long past sunset. In 
such circumstances and with such a mother it is not 
strange that he should improve to the utmost his 
educational advantages. lie entered Bowduin Col- 
lege in 1857, and was graduated therefrom in 1861. 
Af\er graduation he became a teacher in Brunswick, 
Me., and wiis principal of both the grammar and 
high schools. While teaching he studied nuulieine, 
and in 1861 hud atlained so much knowledge (tftliat 
profession that, afler passing un examination for that 
purpose, he was connnissioncd, April 20, 1864, os- 
Hihtant-Hurgeon Thirty-second Regiment Maine Vol- 
unteers, and at once accompanied his regiment to 
Virginia. They immediately went to the front, and 
participated in the bloody battles on the James, 
Petersburg, Cold llarl)()r, anil the Wilderness. At 
the close of the war, July 26, 1865, he was innstered 
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out of 8orvico, »nd returned to Maine, wlierc lie iit- 
tcnded a^coui^e of Iccturcfl at Hcrksliiro Mcdicsd Col- 
lege, and received his diploma of M.D. from that 
institution Nov. 8, 1865. Shortly after beginning 
the practice of medicine he located at Bowdoinham, 
Me., where he built up a large and successful prac- 
tice, and remained until Nov. 1, 1878. 

The hard labor which had devolved upon him in 
his youth had undermined his constitution, and the 
extreme changes of the harsh climate of Maine de- 
veloped pulmonic dise<ise, which necessitated a change 
of residence. The death of Dr. W. W. Coinstock 
afforded an opportunity for a change by opening 
a field in MiddIeboro\ and Dr. Smith established 
liiniRclf hero Nov. 1, 1878. II«» married, Aug. 2t>, 
18G2, Ophelia, daughter of Jason and Mary J. 
(Cheney) Uipley, born in Hillsboro*, N. H. Their 
surviving children are Owin Ripley and Arthur 
Vincent. During his residence in Middleboro', Dr. 
Smith has built up a large and lucrative practice, 
lie devotes Iuh time entirely to his profession, is a 
diligent Htudent, and kcei)S pace with the rapid pro- 
gress of medical science. He was formerly a mem- 
l)er of Sagadahoc County (Maine) Medical Society 
and always in some official position connected there- 
with, and for some years was its president. He is 
now a member of South Bristol Medical Society, 
Masssachusetts Medical Society, and American Medi- 
cal Socif'ty, and attends their meetings. 

Dr. Smith is congregational in religious belief and 
llopublican in |H»litio8. lie holds membership in 
Village Lodge, F. and A. M., Bowdoinham, Me., 
and St. Paul's Iloyal Arch Chapter, Brunswick, 
Me. Popular in his profession, of kind and winning 
manners, and of strong sociality, Dr. Smith holds a 
high place in the regards of a large circle of friends. 



PJIOFK.SSOR .JOHN W. l». JKNKS. 

Professor John VV. P. Jcnks, principal of Peirce 
Acjidomy, MitUlloboro', was born in West Boylston, 
Mass., May 1, IH1!>. At thirttMMi years of ago he 
comnionccd the study of JiUtin and (ireek in special 
preparation for college under the private tuition of 
his pastor, llev. Addison Parker, in Southbridge, 
Mass., depending mainly upon his manual labor for 
support. In tlnec months llev. J. W. Parker, D.\).y 
cousin of his pastor, tendered him the opportunity of 
speniliiii: a }'<>ar under bis tuition in a planlation 
school in Virginia, lleturning north in the spring 
of 181515, lie entered Peirc<i Academy for a year, and 
was graduated at JJrown Univei*sity in the class of 



1838. On leaving college he went to Georgia, whore 
ho taught nearly four years. Id 1842 ho became the 
principal of Peiroe Academy, and ooDtinued in that 
relation twenty-nine years. From an attendance of 
over a hundred students during his connection with 
the institution as a, pupil, in 1 833, he found the num- 
ber reduced to twelve or fifteen, and the building in 
a dilapidated condition, without blackboards or appa- 
ratus, and the entire expense of carrying on the in- 
stitution dependent solely upon the income derived 
from the tuition of its pupils. About the same time 
high schools, confessedly designed by their advocates 
to do away with all denominational academies, were 
beginning to be established in all the cities and larger 
towns in the State, as well as normal schools, one of 
which was located within ten miles. Notwithstand- 
ing these unfavorable circumstances, Peiree Academy 
rose during the administration of Professor Jenks to 
a high rank among the best institutions of its kind 
in New England, averaging for some years over two 
hundred tuition -paying pupils, at an average age of 
eighteen years, and oflcn furnishing forty or more 
teachers of district schools at the close of a fall or 
spring term, pupils from almost every State east of 
the Mississippi and from the British provinces being 
frequently represented in its annual catalogues. 

Resigning his position, Professor Jenks was elected, 
in 1872, Professor of Agricultural Zoology and Cu- 
rator of the Museum of Natural History in Brown 
University, which position ho still holds, having, by 
his untiring ofTorts and personal sacrifices, brought 
his special department into a condition far in advance 
of what it was when he entered the duties of his 
professorship. 



BBKNEZBU WBAVER PEIKCE. 

Ebenczcr Weaver Peirce, the writer of what in this 
publication appears concerning the towns of Carver, 
Lakeville, and Middlcboro*, was born at what still 
continues to be his residence in the southerly part of 
Assonct village in Freetown, April 6, 1822, and is a 
lineal descendant in tlio sixth generation from 
Abraham Peirce, who emigrated to America, and 
settled at Plymouth as early as 1623, and died at 
Duxbury in or near 1G73. 

Isaac Peirce, a son of Abraham Peirce, served as 
a soldier in King Philip's war, and was among those 
who played '* the nniii and took tlio Indian fort" in 
what is now Kingston, 11. I., Dec. 19, 1C76, for 
which act of daring and bravery he received a grant 
of land in addition to his stipulated wages. Isaac 
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Peirce, the Nurniganset soldier, died in what was then 
Middleboro', but now Lukcville, Feb. 28, 1732. 

Isaac Peiroe lefl sons, — Thomas and Isaac, Jr., the 
lust nauiod of wliom died in what is now Lakevillc, 
Jan. 17, 1767. 

Ebeuezer Peirce, the oldest son of Isaac, Jr., was 
born in Duxbury, that part afterwards Pembroke, 
in or near 1704, and died in what was then Middle- 
boro', but now Lakevillc, Aug. 14, 1796. Ebenezer 
Peirce was the father of six sons, three of whom 
were soldiers in the French and Indian war ; one at- 
taining to the position of captain, and all six served 
in the patriot army in the war of the American 
Revolution, four of the six therein were captains. 
Among these six sons was Capt. Job Peirce, who had 
one sun that served in both the army and navy in the 
Revolutionary war, and one nuu who was a major, and 
another <i captain in the coast guard, in the last war 
with England, sometimes called the war of 1812. 

Capi. Job Peirce was the founder or donor of 
Peirce Academy, in Middleboro*, and his son, Eben- 
ezer Peiroe, Esq., and wife, Joanna Weaver, were 
the parents of the subject of this sketch, who upon 
the maternal ^ide is a lineal descendant in the sixth 
generation from Lieut. Samuel Gardiner, who greatly 
distinguished himself in King Willianrs war (IGBi) 
to 1692), the earliest town-clerk and treasurer of Free- 
town of whom there remains a record, also selectman, 
assessor, and representative to both the Colonial and 
Provincial Court, and one of the Council of War. 
Lieut. Gardiner subsequently became the principal 
proprietor of what is now known as Gardiner's Neck, 
in Swansea, whore ho died Deo. 8, 1 696. 

The mother of Ebenezer W. Peirce was Joanna, 
the oldest daughter of Col. Benjamin Weaver, of 
Freetown, an officer in the patriot army in the war of 
the American Revolution, and also in the loyal forces 
in Shay's rebellion (1786) ; a man who was in- 
trusted with both the sword and purse, he having by 
annual elections been chosen treasurer of Freetown 
for the long term of twenty-nine years, and as judge 
of a police court served thirty years. 

Ebenezer W. Peiroe received such benefits as were 
afforded by the common schools in Freetown, and 
passed one term each in Peirce Academy, Middle- 
boro', Mass., Bacon Academy, Colchester, Conn., and 
Durham Academy, at Durham, N. H., and has re- 
ceived appointments to the offices of trial justice, 
coroner, notary public, public administrator, and com- 
missioner to qualify civil officers from the Governor 
of the State, and from the President of the United 
States that of collector of internal revenue for the 
First Congressional District in Massachusetts, lie has 



also been elected to the offices of selectman, overseer 
of the poor, collector, treasurer, and school coniniittcc 
in the town in which he resided. Inhcriling the 
proclivities of his family, he at an early ago Iuhmiuic 
interested in the militia, into which he voluntarily en- 
listed at the age of nineteen, attaining to the position 
of major of the Fourth Regiment of artillery at 
twenty- two, lieutenant-colonel at twenty-four, and 
was honorably discharged at his own request at the 
aige of twenty-six. Two yciirs hitcr, being o^irnestly 
solicited, he accepted the command of the Assor.et 
Light Infantry Company, and taking the ssinie to a 
brigade muster about two months after its organiza- 
tion, secured the second honors in a hotly-contested 
prize-drill, only one company being regarded iis its 
superior in attainment, and throwing all others that 
had been for several yeara competing for these honors 
far into the shade, and thus securing Ui himself the 
claim of an excellent drill-officer. In August, 1851, 
he was made major of Third Regiment of Light In- 
fantry, promoted to lieutenant-colonel in April, 1852, 
and raised to brigadier-general of the Second Brigade 
in First Division Nov. 7, 1855, commanding that bri- 
gade until the commencement of tho war of the great 
Rebellion in which, in the first three months of that 
conflict, ho led it in Virginia. Dec. 13, 1861, he was 
commissioned colonel of a newly-raised, and then for 
the first time organized, three years' regiment (the 
Twenty-ninth Massachusetts Infantry), and when 
leading the same at the battle of White-Oak Swamp, 
in Virginia, June 30, 1862, his right arm near the 
shoulder was torn off by a cannon-ball, of which 
wound he was off duty only thirty daiys, and partici- 
pated in the second battle of Bull Run in a little less 
than two months. 

He was soon afler promoted to the command of the 
Second Brigade in the First Division of the Ninth 
Corps, which brigade he led in the States of Virginia, 
Kentucky, and Tennessee, and for a time in Tennessee 
commanded the division. From youth his habits 
have been studious, and he has given much time to 
a careful perusal of the Bible, that while in his mi- 
nority he used to read through once in every twelve 
months for several consecutive years, and as a result 
of which he has become a thorough-going free-thinker 
and a confirmed materialist, in whose mind reason 
takes the place of revelation and science has demol- 
ished superstition. Both before and since the war 
he has written extensively for newspapers and other 
publications, and during the last ten years devoted 
much labor to historical and gencalogictd researches, 
writing and fuiblishing several books concerning oiich. 
Although having attained to more than t]irecsci>re 
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years, mid sufTcrcd the hardships iucidcnt to several 
jcars* anuj life, afler losing his right arm, he enjoys 
almost unalloyed and uninterrupted good health, which 
he ascribes to his life-long regular and abstemious 
habits, ignoring the use of spirituous liquors, tobacco- 
chewing, smoking, and snuffing, and all forms of 
gambling, having never so much as once played a 
game of cards in his life ; thus, as he says, keeping the 
head clear, heart pure, and stomach clean, added to 



which he has not allowed himself to be encumbered 
with or burdened by the troubles and cares of more 
than one world at the same time. He seeks to do 
and do well the duties of that state of existence in 
which he finds himself to be, as this he considers his 
whole duty here and the best preparation for a here- 
afler, provided there be any herealler, and says there 
is enough to do in the world that he. knows about, 
and hence no call to do for that ho knows nothing. 
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CHAPTER I. 

TOPOGRAPHY— EARLY RECORDS, ETC. 

The town of Hingham lies in the northern part of 
Plymouth County, and is bounded as follows : On the 
north by Massachusetts Bay and Hull ; on the east by 
Cohasset ; on the south by South Scituate and Rook- 
land ; on the west by Weymouth. 

It originally embraced the present town of Cohas- 
set, which was set off April 26, 1770. The town 
formed a part of Suffolk County until March 26, 1793, 
when it was annexed to the newly-formed county of 
Norfolk. June 20th, of the same year, the former 
act was repealed so far as it related to Hingham and 
Hull, and Hingham again became a portion of Suffolk, 
and remained as such until June 18, 1803, when it 
was annexed to Plymouth County. 

Hingham was probably settled as early as 1633, 
and among the pioneers were Ralph Smith, Nicholas 
Jacob and family, Thomas Lincoln, Edmund Hobart 
and wife, Thomas Hobart and family, Theophilus 
Cushing, Edmund Hobart, Sr., Joshua Hobart, Henry 
Qibbs, Thomas Chubbuck, Joseph Andrews, and 
others. 

The following list with notes of those who either 
settled or received grants of lands in this town was 
compiled by the late Solomon Lincoln, Jr., and pub- 
lished in his valuable " History of the town of Hing- 
ham," which is now out of print and a scarce work : 

In 1635, Joseph Andrews,^ Thomas Chubbuck, 
Henry Gibbs, Edmund Hobart, Sr.,' Edmund Hobart, 
Jr., Joshua Hobart, Rev. Peter Hobart, Thomas Ho- 
bart, Nicholas Jacob, Thomas Lincoln (weaver), Ralph 
Smith, Jonas Austin,' Nicholas Baker,* Clement Bates, 



1 The first town olerk of llingkau. 

s It may bo remarked that this u»me hat been written diflfer- 
ontlj, generally, however, either Hobart or Hubbard. Mr. Ho- 
bart, the first minister, usually wrote it Hubart, although the 
reoord of his father's death is, ** father Hubbard diud." 

* The name of Jonas Austin afterwards appears in Taunton. 

* Mioboloi Baker, twioe a delegate from Hingham to the Gen- 
eral Court, afterwards removed to Soituate, where he was settled 



Richard Bctsoombe, Benjamin Bozwortli, William 
Buckland, James Cade,* Anthony Cooper, John Cut- 
ler,* John Farrow, Daniel Fop, Jarvice Gould, Wil- 
liam Hersey,^ Nicholas Hodsdin, Thomas Johnson,* 
Andrew Lane, William Large,* Thomas Loring, 
George Ludkin,'* Jeremy Morse, William Nolton, 
John Otb," David Phippcny, John Palmer, John 
Porter, Henry Rust, John Smart, Francis Smith (or 
Smyth)," John Strong," Henry Tuttil," William Wal- 
ton," Thomas Andrews,William Amall, George Baoon, 

as pastor of the eharoh. Mather speaks of him as "honest 
Niuhulas Itakor, who, though he had but a private e«liio»tion, 
yet being a pious and xealous man, or, as Dr. Arrowsoiith ex- 
presses it, BO good a logioian that ho oould offer up to Qod a 
reasonable service, so good an arithmetioian that he oould wisely 
number his days, and so good an orator that he persuaded him- 
self to be a good Christian, and, boing also one of good natural 
parts, especially of a strong memory, was chosen pastor of the 
church there, and in the pastoral charge of that chnreh he eon- 
tinued about eighteen years." He died Ang. 22, 1678. 

* Jaiues Cade's name appears in Yarmouth In 1640. 

* Cushing's manuscripts date his arrival in 16S7. Ilo had a 
grant of land in 1635. 

' This name is written in various ways, often in our early 
records Ilersie, lometimes Ilarsie, frequently Uearsey, but of 
late yjsars Ilersey. It is, I believe, a name of French origin. 
Among the surnames of the noblemen and gentlemen who went 
over to Bngland with William the Conqueror was thai of 
Ilersy. 

' A person by the name of Johnson formerly kept a taTom in 
a building situated on the spot whoro the dwelling-house of 
Mr. Bei^amin S. Williams now stands. It was known by the 
name of the Pine-Tree Tavern, from the cirenmstance that a 
very large pine-tree stood in its front. This family remoTod to 
Stoughton. 

* William Large removed to Provincetown, C. C. 
>• George Ludkin died at Braintree, Feb. 20, 1648. 

11 John Otis, the oommon ancestor of the distinguished oivil- 
ians, patriots, and orators of that name in this country. Thera 
are branches of his family in Scituate, Barnstable, Boston, and 
in other places. This name, in our old records, is written va- 
riously, Otis, Oates, Otties, and Oattis. 

1* Francis Smith removed to Taunton. 

IS John Strong removed to Taunton, from thence to North- 
ampton. Ho was prubiibly the ancestor of the families of that 
name in that town and vioinity. 

1* Tuttil, according to Cushing's manuscripts, came over in 
1637. His grants of land were in 1636. 

1' Walton's Cove derives its name from a person of this naana. 
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NRthatiid Baker, Thomas Collier, Qeorgc Lauc, George 
Marsh, Abraham Martin/ Nathaniel Peck, Richard 
Osborn, Thomas Wakely, Thomas Qill, Richard 
Ibrook, William (yockerum,' William Cockerill, John 
Fearing,' John Tucker. 

In 1636, John Beal, Sr.,^ Anthony Eames,* Thomas 
Ilammond, Joseph Hull,* Richard Jones, Nicholas 
Lobdin, Richard Langer, John Jjeavitt,' Thomas Lin- 
coln, Jr. (miller), Thomas I/mooln (cooper), Adam 
Mott, Thomas Minard, John Parker, (Jcorgo Ru^(8ell, 



1 Mftrtin'i Well, or, m it was sometimes ealled, Abraham'! 
Well, deriTet its name from this person. 

* Coolierum probably returned to England. " October .3, 
1642, brother Cookrnm sailed fur England." — llobarVt Dinry, 

' John Fearing cauie from QtmbriJge, England. The ar- 
rival of a person by this name is dated in Cushing's MSS., 
1638. It may be observed that, in a few instances, according 
to Cushing's MS8., the persons to whom grants of land were 
made did not arrive hero until after the date of their grnnts. 
This may have been the fact, but there were evidently many 
more settlers here before 1640 than are mentioned in those 
manuscripts, lie mentions hnt four families that came over in 
16.15. Unquostinnably a iinirh larger number ncoompaniod Mr. 
Kobart. It \% |>ossiblQf however, that the trilling discrrpnncies 
ID the dates of the arrival of some of the settlers niny be recon- 
ciled by the supposition that there were in some instances two 
or more persons of the same name ; indeed, we know that four 
persons of the same Christian and surname (Thomas Lincoln) 
oame into this town within a few years after its first settlement. 

* " 16;<8, .Tohn Rrale, shoemaker, with his wife and five sons 
and (hnMidiiiighlors nihI twtisorvnnls, rtani«t from Old lliiighnm 
and sritlnl in Now llingham."— f/if«A/»i«/'« il/«SW. 

^ Anthony Kamcs was a deputy in 16.37, 16.1H, and 161.1, fre- 
quently a town ollicor, and involve<l in the military dilTicultics 
in 1644, 1645, etc. 

* Joseph Hull, a deputy from Hingham in September, 1638, 
and in March after. One of the commissioners to end small 
causes, in the same year. 

T The family tradition concerning John Leavitt is, that he 
was an indentured apprentice in England, and that he absconded 
from his master and came to this country when ninclocn years 
of age, and settled first at Uoxbury nnd afterwards in Hingham. 
If this tradition is correct he must have arrived in this country 
before the year 1628, as ho dio^l Nov. 20, 1691, aged eighty-throe. 
He received a grant of land in this town in 16;i6. His home- 
stead was in Leavitt Street (recently so named), on both sides 
of the river, and is now principally owned by the descendants 
of his sonH, Isrnel nnd .lupinli. He was a deacon of the church. 
In his will, executed Nov. 30, 1G8U, nnd proved Jan. 27, 1601/2, 
ho nirnlionn his sons Samuel, Israel, Moscx, Josiah, Noheminh, 
nnd llin wi«low of his son, Juhn ; nisu his daughters, Mary. 
Sarah, Hannah, nnd Abigail. Israel had n son, John. Iiedio<l 
July 29, 1749. Jnlin, son of this John, died April 13, 1797, 
aged i'i«:jlily-six. The late Mr. .Facoh Loavitt was a son of this 
laKl-nieniionod John. Ho died Jan. 7. 1826. He posiscssod 
good nalurni abilities nnd a sound judgment. He was a valu- 
nhlo citizen. He filled many iMildio ofilccfl nnd was a r.ralous 
Whig of the Ituvuliition. Mr. .FoKlnia Leavitt, who died May 
12, 1825, aged ninety-two, nnd who filled the office of town 
treasurer for tliirty yoarfl, with ro much acceptance, was a dc- 
S(;cn(l:int of Josinli Leavitt, son of the first Joiin, above men- 
tioned. 

(',7 



William Spraguc,' Qeorgo Strange, Thomas Under- 
wood, Samuel Ward, Bandolph Woodward,* John 
Winchester, William Walker. 

In 1637, Thomas Barnes, Josiah Gobbit, Thomas 
Chaflfe,'* Thomas Clapp," William Carlslje (or Carsly ), 
Thomas Dimock," Vinton Drcuoe, Thomas Hett, 
Thomas Jo§hlin, Aaron Ludkin, John M or rick, 
Thomas Nichols, Thomas Pajnter, Edmund Fitts,^ 
JoRt^ph Phippcny, Thomas Shave, Ralph Smith, 
Thomas Turner, John Tower, Joseph Underwood, 
William Ludkin,** Jonathan Bozworth.^ 

In 1638 there was a considerable increase of the 
number of settlers. Among them were Mr. Robert 
Peck, Joseph Peck," Edward Oilman," John Foul- 
sham, Henry Chamberlin, Stephen Gates, George 
Knights, Thomas Cooper," Matthew Gushing," John 
Bcal, Jr., Francis James, Philip James, James Buck, 
Stephen Payne,* William Pitts, Edward Mitchell, 
John Sutton,'* Stephen Lincoln. 

8 William 6|>mgue, with his brothers Riehard and Ralph, 
arrived at Nauinkeag (Salem) in 1628 or 1629. From thenoe 
they removed to Mlshawuni (Cbarlestown), and from thenoe 
William romoved to Hingham. His bouse-lot was on the south 
side of Pleasant Street. He bad several sons, — among them 
Anthony, William, and John. This William removed to Rhode 
Island. Anthony, the eldest son, bad a numerous family. Ue 
lived and died In a bouse situated near that in whiob Mr. 
Samuel Gilbert now resides, at the place oallod "Over the 
Uiver." Josiah Rpraguo was one of Anthony's sons; Isaao 
was one of Joniah's six sons. 

* !lal|di Woodwnrd, one of the first doaeons of the ohuroh. 

1* Thomas Chairoo removed to Swansea. 

I* Thomas Clapp removod to Soituato. 

1* Thomas Dimoek removod to Barnstable. 

IS Bdmund Pitts, aeeording to Cushing's manuseripts, oame 
over in 1639, with bis brother, Iioonard Pitts, and Adam Foal- 
sham. Uis grant of land was In 16S7. 

1* William Ludkin was from Norwich, England. 

** Jonathan Boswortb removed to Swansea. 

1* Mr. Joseph Pock removed to Reboboth, where he died Dec. 
22,1063. 

1^ Edward Oilman removod to New Hampshire. 

1* Thomas Cooper removed to Ilehobotb. 

1* A memorandum of a descendant of Matthew Cusbing men- 
tions the date of his arrival at Boston, Aug. 10, 1638. The 
nnme of his wife was Nazareth Pitcher. Their children, whose 
names follow, came with them to this country, vis., Daniel, 
Jercuiiah, Matthew, Deborah, and .John. Maflhew Cnshing, 
»Sr., died Sept. 30, 1 660, aged about seventy -two years. He was 
prohnbly tlie ancestor of all of the name in this country. His 
son, John, removed to Scituatc, where he was a selectman in 1 676, 
a deputy, and afterwards (about the year 1690) an assistant. 
His son and graiulnon were judges of the Supreme Court of this 
State and the latter (Hon. William Cushing) of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

** Stephen Payne removed to llchoboth, where he died in 
1G77. 

21 One of the same name romoved to Uehoboth. He oame 
from Attlohnro', England. One of the same name was among 
the first inhabitants of Conohassot, perhaps a son of the eldest 
John. 
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Samuel Parker, Thomas Linooln/ Jeremiah Moore, 
Mr. Henry Smith,' Bosoan Allen,' Matthew Hawke,* 
William Ripley.* All of those preceding who came 
to this country in 1638 took passa^^e in the ship 
'' Diligent," of Ipswich, John Martin, master. In 
addition to these the following-named persons re- 
ceived grants of land in the year 1638, viz. : John 
Book, John Benson, Thomas Jones,* Thomas Law- 
rence, John Stephens, John Stodder,^ Widow Martha 
Wilder, Thomas Thaztor.* 

1 Thomai Linooln, the htubandman. 

* Mr. Henr3' Smith's name »ppeari afterward! in Rehoboth. 

* Bosoan Allen, ** the very good Triend" of Mr. Ilobart, the 
first minlsteri came from Lynn, England. lie was often a 
deputy, a military ofBeer, and an influential cititen of Hing- 
ham. lie was very aotiTe in the military difficulties in 1644, 
1645, eto. He removed to Boston, where he died Sept. 14, 1652. 

^ Matthew Ilawke was the second town dork of llingliam. 
He was from Cambridge, England. 

* In a brief genealogy of the family of William Ripley, col- 
leotcd by one of his descendants, it is stated that he *' accom- 
panied Mr. Uobart in the new settlement." If by this it is 
meant that he came to this country with Mr. Ilobart, or that 
he was here before 1638, 1 am inclined to believe the statement 
is erroneous. The grant of land to William Ripley is in 16.38, 
and in the list of settlers prepared by Mr. Gushing thoro is the 
following memorandum: " IA:I8. William Uiploy and his wifo 
and two sons and two daughters oamu fruui Old llingliam and 
settled in New Hingham." His name is by him ouibrauod, as 
above stated, In the list of those who took passage in the ship 
"Diligent," of Ipswich. lie was admitted a freeman May 
18, 1642. He died in July, 1656. His two sons were John 
and Abraham. John married a daughter of Rev. Peter Ilo- 
bart. John had six sons, vis., John, Joshua, Jeremiah, Josiah, 
Peter, and Uesekiah. Of these, John and Peter died in this 
town; Joshua removed to Iladdam, Conn.; Jeremiah, to 
Kingston, Mass.; Josiah, to Weymouth, llexekiah died in 
Conneotiottt in 1691. Peter had throe sons, — Peter, Nehemiah, 
and Btra. Nehemiah removed to Plymouth. Peter remained 
in Hingham. He had two sons, — Noah and Nehemiah. Noah 
removed to Barre. Nehemiah remained in Hingham. His 
wife was a daughter of Rev. Nehemiah Hobart, of Cohasset. 

* This name is frequently written Joanes in the old records. 
Y This name is sometimes written as above, and frequently 

Stoddard. 

* Thomas Thaxter, the common ancestor of all of the name in 
this town and vioinity. The name of his wife was Elisabeth. 
He died in 1654, his wife surviving him. His sons who lived 
to manhood were John and Samuel. John had twelve children. 
He died March, 1686/7. His widow was married to Daniel 
Gushing, Bsq. Three of the daughters of John married Gush- 
ings. One of his sons was Gol. Samuel Thaxter, a magistrate, 
delegate to the Qeneral Gourt, an assistant, and otherwise dis- 
tinguished in public trusts. He had four children, — Elisabeth, 
John, Samuel, and Sarah. Elisabeth was married to Gapt. 
John Norton, son of Rev. John Norton, and afterwards to Gul. 
Benjamin Lincoln, father of the late Qou. Lincoln, of the Rev- 
olutionary army. Samuel, H. U. 1714, married Sarah Marshall, 
of Boston, and (after her decease) Mary Hawke, daughter of 
James Hawke. She survived him, and was afterwards married 
to Rev. John Hanoook, of Braintree, father of Hon. John Han- 
eook| president of the Gontinental Gongress. Maj. Samuol 
Thaxter, the son of Samuel and Sarah, II. U. 1743, was one 



Id 1639, Anthony Hilliard and John Princo 
received grants of land. The names of lie wet t 
(Huet*) and Liford are mentioned in Hobart 's 
<* Diary" in that year, and in the " Diary'* the fol- 
lowing names are first found in the respective years 

montioned: in 1646, Burr;** in 1647, James 

Whiton; in 1649, John Laaell, Samuel Stowell; in 
1663, Oamett," and Oanterbury." 

The number of persons who came over in the ship 
*' Diligent," of Ipswich, in the year 1038, and settled 
in Hingham, was one hundred and thirty-three. All 
that came before were forty-two, making in all one 
hundred and seventy-five. The whole number that 
came out of Norfolk (chiefly from Hingham and its 
vicinity) from 1633 to 1639, and settled in this Hing- 
ham, was two bundred and six. This statement, on 
the authority of the third town clerk of Hingham, 
must bo reconciled with the fact that there was a 
much larger number of settlers here in 1639 than 
would appear from his estimate. They undoubtedly 
came in from other places. Many of the names men- 
tioned in the previous pages are now scattered in va- 

of the very few who enoaped the niassaero at Fort Williiuii 
Henry. Maj. Thaxtur liiul a numerous liuuily, amoiij; whom 
were tho lalu Dr. TlioniaM Thaxtur, J>r. (iridloy Thaxt4iry of 
Abiugton, Samueli etc. Tho late Capt. liuucau M. II. Thax- 
ter was a son of Samn^. John, the eldest son of Col. Samuel 
Thaxter, married Graoe Stoekbridge, of Pembroke. His son, 
Col. John Thaxter, H.U. 1741, was a delegate in 1772. John 
Thaxter, Esq., of Haverhill, was a son of Col. John Thaxter. 
Deaeon Joseph Thaxter was a brother of Col. John Thaxter, 
and father of the late llev. Joseph Thaxter, uiinisler of Kdgar- 
town and a ohaplain of the army of the Kevulution. David 
Thaxter was the only son of the eldest Samuel who lived to 
manhootl. He marrio«! Alice Chubbuck. llo had but one fMiu, 
David, who died in 1791, aged eighty-three. 

* The following singular account of the oure of one of this 
name of a distempered imagination is extracted from the 
"History of New England" (Mass. His. Col., new series, vol. 
vi. p. 442): 

** 1642. One Huet's wife, of Hingham, having been long In 
a sad melancholy distemper, near to fronsy, and having for- 
merly, in the year 1637, attempted to drown her child, did now 
again take her child of three years old, and stripping it of its 
clothes, threw it into the creek, but it, scrambling out of the water 
and mud, came to the mother, who took it another time and 
threw it so far into the creek that it could not possibly get out; 
yet by good providence a young man that accidentally passed 
by took it up. The mother conceived she had sinned the »\n 
against the Holy Qhost. She was afterwards proceeded with 
by church council, and by that means was drawn off from those 
Satanic delusions, and, after tho manifestations of repentance, 
was received Into the church again, being brought to a sound 
mind." 

^^ Simon Burr, the first of the name of Burr in this town, 
came from Dorchester, and was related to Rev. Jonathan Burr, 
an early minister in that town. 

1* Oarnett now written Gardner. 

" Canterbury extinct as a surname. The llarnes families are 
descendants from Cornolius Canterbury. 
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rious parts of the country. Many of the first settlers 
removed to other places daring the militia difficulties 
which occurred within a few years after the settlement 
of the town, and a considerable number had previously 
obtained lands at Rehoboth.' 

Incorporation of the Town. — The town of Hing- 
ham was incorporated Sept. 2, 1635, and named from 
Uingham, in Norfolk, England, from whence the 
minister and most of the settlers had emigrated. The 
first town-meeting was held in 1635, and the first 
representatives chosen from this town were Joseph 
Andrews and Nicholas Baker.' Joseph Andrews was 
also the first town clerk, chosen in 1638. 

In 1635 Ilingham was assessed £6; Weymouth, 
X-i; 1{o8(4Mi, £25 lOic. ; Salcni, £16; and Newton 
and Dorchester, each £26 5s. In August of the fol- 
lowing year, however, the assessment for Hingham 
was raised to £8 10s. 

In those early days a fine was imposed for non- 
attendance at town-meetings, and the arm of the law 
was also raised against him who should depart from 
the meeting ''until the assembly be broken up or 
without leave.*' This order was passed by a vote of 
the town May 14, 1637, and was as follows: 

" It is likewise agreed upon by a joint consent »nd genernl 
vote of the freemen tliat whosoever shall absent himself from 
any meeting appointed, and shall have lawful warning of it, or 
shall othorwise oome to the knowledge of the same meeting 
within special occasions approved of by tho ns^cmbly or tho 
major part of the freemen then assembled ; and further, it is 
likewise agreed upon that when assembled and be come together 
to agitate and ticlormino of any busiuoMS (*onncrning tho com- 
mon goml of (Church or Conimonwoaltli, not ono shall depart 
until the assembly be broken up or without leave, upon the pay- 
ment of every such defect, one peck of Indian corn, as well for 
the not staying with the assembly being there assembled as for 
the not coming, having lawful warning or otherwise [having] 
knowledge of it. And likewise it is agreed upon, that every 
such fine or fines shall bo Icviod by tho constable, and shall bo 
carefully kept to the use of the town as hereafter shall be 
thought fit to employ it, and from tho day of the date hereof it 
shsll stand in force, unless it be found to be prejudicial and re- 
pealed." 

April 9, 1641, the town voted as follows, fixing the 
pay of laborers and the prices of commodities : 

I Among the towns of which a considerable number of in- 
habitants originated in ilingham are Rehoboth, Warehaui, 
Cummingtou, Donnysville, and Perry (Maine). A few removed 
to Swansea, Duxbury, Scituate, Barnstable, Lancaster, etc., 
and a largo number to Boston. 

The following names nppcar in Lnncaator in 1651, viz.: Ste- 
phen Gates, Sr., James Whiting or Witton, John Towers, and 
Thomas Josiin. Persons of tho same names had previously 
rocnivo<l grnnts oT land in Ilingham, and actually Hottlod here. 
Tho I'tM'liH, of llnhoholli ; Koaringn, of Warohinn ; Olapps and 
Otises, of Scituato; Dimooks and Otises, of Barnstable; Lin- 
coins, of Taunton, New Bedford, Dennysvilio, and Perry, Me., 
etc., originated here. 

' See list of representatives. 



" It 18 ordered and agreed upon by a joint content, that the 
prioos of laborers' wagos and oommoditles within thia town 
should be afRxed as follows : Upon every oommodity aa well aa 
upon laborers' wages should be abated three penoe npon the 
•hillimg of what has been formerly taken. 

t. li. 

Common laborers a day 1 6 

For mowing a day 2 

Carpenters a day 1 10 

A team with S yoke of oxen and one man, a day.... 7 00 

" with 2 yoke, a mare and a man 7 00 

" 2 yoke and one man 6 00 

" 1 yoke, a mare and a man 5 4 

and they are to work eight hours a day. 

"Taylors and shoemakers are to abate three penoe on the 
shilling of what they took before for a day's work. Butter tho 
lb. bd. 

** Wheelwrights are to abate three pence on the shilling and 
to charge 2 shillings a day." 

'^ In 1643, June 12, Anthony Eames, Samuel 
Ward, and Bosoan Allen had leave from the town to 
set up a corn-mill near the cove, on the condition that 
they paid any damage caused by flowage, &c. This 
mill was undoubtedly erected before the year 1645, 
as we find recorded in November of that year, that 
Oowan Wilson was removed by the town from the 
office of miller." 

" It appears,*' says Mr. Lincoln, *^ that at an early 
date, there was a controversy respecting a portion of 
the lands embraced within the limits of Nantasket or 
Nantascot. The inhabitants of Hingham claimed, 
and endeavored to maintain a title to them, as in July, 
1643, wo find tho following record, vix. : < There is 
chosen by the town, Joseph Peck, Bosoan Allen, 
Anthony Eaincs, and Josliuii Ilubbnrd to go to tho 
next court to make the best improvements of the 
evidence the town have for the property of Nantascot, 
and to answer the suit that now depends, &c.' '* It 
appears, however, that Hingham was unsuccessful in 
this controversy. The following peremptory decision 
was under dale September, 1643 : " The former grant 
to Nantascot was again voted and confirmed, and 
Hingham was willing to forbear troubling the court 
any more about Nantascot." 



CHAPTER II. 

THE MILITARY TR0UBL1?S OP 1644— INDIAN HIS- 
TORY. 

TiiKSE troubles, whicli no doubt seriously retarded 
tho lualcriiil as well as tlio religious welfare of Hing- 
ham, originated among the members of the military 
company, and gradually enlisted the feelings of the 
entire town. The church became involved in the 
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matter, and it subacquently was taken cognizance of 
by neighboring churches, and finally the controversy 
was carried to such length that the government was 
called upon to iutcrfure. Johnson, in his *' Wonder 
Working Providence" in 1G54, says, "The people 
joyned in church covenant in this place were made 
about one hundred soules, but have been lessened by 
a sad unbrotherly contention which fell out among 
them, wasting them every way, continued already for 
seven years space to the great grief of all other, 
churches." 

Winthrop, in his journal, vol. ii. p. 221, introduces 
the subject as follows : 

" 1645. This court fell out a troublesomo basinoM which took 
up much tiuio. The town of JJingham, having one Kinos thoir 
lieutenant seven or eight yoara, had lately choHon him to be 
thoir captain, and had presented him to tho standing council 
for allowance; but before it was accomplished the greater part 
of the town took some light occaaon of oflfence against him, and 
chose one Allen to be their cjiptain, and presented him to the 
magistrates (in the time of the last general court) to be allowed. 
But the mogistrates, considering the injury that would hereby 
accrue to Emes (who had been their chief oommander so many 
years, and had deserved well in his placo, and that Allen hud 
no other skill but what ho loiirae<l from Kmon), rofuwMl to allow 
of Allen, but willed both sides to return home, and every officer 
to keep his place until the court should take further order. 
Upon their return home, the messengers who eamo for Allen 
oalled a private meeting of those of their own party, and told 
them truly what answer they received from the magistrates, 
and soon after they appointed a training day (without their 
lieutenant's knowledge), and, being assembled, the lieutenant 
hearing of it came to them, and would have exercised them as 
he was wont to do, but those of the other party refused to fol- 
low him, except he would show them some order for it. He 
told them of the magistrate's order about it ; the others replied 
that authority had advised him to go home and lay down bis 
place honourably. Another asked what the magistrates had to 
do with them ? Another, that it was but three or four of 
the magistrates, and if they had been all there it had been 
nothing, for Mr. Allen had brought more for them from the 
deputies than the lieutenant had from the magistrates. Another 
of them professeth he will die at the sword's point, if he might 
not have tho choice of his own officers. Another (vis., the clerk 
of the band) stands up above the people, and requires them to 
vote, whether they would bear them out in what was puj)t and 
what was to come. This being assented unto, and the tumult 
oontinuing, one of the officers (he who had told them that au- 
thority had advised the lieutenant to go home and lay down his 
place) required Allen to take the captain's place ; but he not 
then aoccpting.it, they put it to vote, whether should be their 
captain. Thu vote passing for it, ho thou told Ihu c()iii|iuny it 
was now past question, and thereupon Allen accepted it, and 
exercised the company two or throe days, only about a third 
part of thorn followed the lieutenant. Ho having denied in tho 
open field that authority had advised him to lay down his place, 
and putting (in soino sort) tho lio upon those who ha«l su re- 
ported, was the next Lord's day called to answer it before tho 
church, and he standing to maintain what ho had said, five 
witncpses wero produced to convinoo him. Some of them 
affirmed the words, tho others explained thoir munning to bo, 
that one magistrnto had so advisoil him. Ho douiiMl both. 



Whereupon the pastor, one Mr. Habbert (brother to three of 
the principal in this lediUoo), was very forward to have ex- 
oommunicated the lieutenant prosontly, but, upon some oppc 
sition, it was put off the next day. Thereupon tho lieutenant 
and some three or four more of tho chief mi*n of Iho town in- 
formed four of the next magistrates of these proooediugs, who 
forthwith met at Boston about it (vis., the deputy governour, 
the Serjeant major general, the secretary, and Mr. Hibbins). 
These, considering the case, sent warrant to the constable to at- 
tach some of the principal offenders (vis., three of the Hubbards 
and two more) to appear before them at Boston, to find sureties 
for their appearance lU the next court, Ac. U|>on tho day thoy 
oame to Boston, but their said brother, the minister, oame be- 
fore them, and fell to ex|)Ostulate with the said magistrates 
about the said oause, eomplaiuing against the complainants, as 
talebearers, Ao., taking it very disdainfully that his brethren 
should be sent for by a oonstable, with other high speeohes, 
which were so provoking as some of the magistrates told him 
that were it not for respect to his ministry thoy would commit 
him. When his brethren and tho rest were ot)me in, tho mat- 
tors of tlie information wore lahl to their charge, which they 
doniu4l for the most part. 8o thoy wore bound over (uiiuh fur 
other) to the next court of assistants. After this five others 
were sent for by summons (these were only for speaking un- 
truths of the magistrates in the churoh). They oame before the 
deputy governour, when he was alone, and demanded the cause 
of their sending for, and to know their accusers. The deputy 
told them so much of tho cause as he could remember, and ro- 
forro<l thorn to tho sourotary fur a (M>py, and fur their atMsiiKurH 
be told them they knew both the men and thu mattor, nuithor 
was a judge bound to lot a criminal offender know his acousora 
before tho day of trial, but only in his own disorelion, least tho 
accuser might be taken off or perverted, Ao, Being required to 
give bond for their appearance, Ac, they refused. The deputy 
laboured to let them see their errour, and gave them time to 
consider of it. About fourteen days after, seeing two of them 
in the court (which was kept by those four magistrates for 
smaller causes), the deputy required them again jto enter bond 
for tlieir appearance, Ac, and upon their second refusal ooui- 
roitted them in that open court. 

** The general eourt falling out before the court of assistants, 
the llublierts and tlie two which were oommiltetl,and othom of 
Uingham, about ninety (whereof Mr. Uubbert, their minuter, 
was the first), presented a petition to the general eourt to this 
effect, that whereas some of them had been bound over, and 
others committed by some of the magistrates for words spoken 
concerning the power of the general court, and their liberties 
and the liberties of the church, Ac, thoy craved that tho eourt 
would hear the cause, Ac. This was first presented to tho dup- 
utios, who sent it to the magistrates, desiring their oonourrence 
with them, that the eause might be beard, Ac The magis- 
trates, marvelling that they would grant such a petition with- 
out desiring conference first with themselves, whom it so much 
concerned, returned answer that they were willing the oause 
should be heard, so as the petitioners would name the magis- 
trates whom I hey intended, and Iho niHttern they wouhl lay to 
their charge, Ac. Upon this tho deputies demanded of tho pe- 
titioners' iigontu (who were then deputies of the court) to have 
Silti^$^uctiun in thobo points, whereupon thoy t>inglod out llio 
deputy governour, and two of tho petitioners undertook the 
prosecution. Then tho petition was returned again to the 
magisi rates for their consent, «fcc., who, being desirous that the 
deputies might take notice huw prrjudioial to authority and 
the honour of the court it would bo to call a ningistrato to an- 
swer criminally in a cause, wherein nothing of that nature 
ouuld bo laid to his «;liargo, and Ihiit without any private ox- 
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itminiition preceding, did iniiitiAto fo much to ibo doputiiM 
(though not dirrotly, yet plninly enough), showing thorn that 
nothing criminal, Ac, was laid to his charge^ and that the 
things objected were the act of the court, Ac, yet if they would 
needs have a hearing they would join in it. And, indeed, it 
was the desire of the deputy (knowing well how much himself 
and the other magistrates did sulTer in Uie cause through the 
slanderous reports wherewith the deputies and the country 
about had been |K>S8essod) that the cause might reoeiTe a public 
hearing. 

"The day appointed being come, the court assembled in the 
meeting-house at Boston. Diverse of the elders were present, 
and a great assembly of people. The deputy govemour, ooming 
in with the rest of the magistrates, plaeod himself beneath 
within the bar, and so sate uncovered. Some question was in 
court about his being in that place (for many both of the court 
and the assembly were grieved at it). But the deputy telling 
them that, being criminally accused, he might not sit as a judge 
in that cause, and if he were u)>on the bench it would be a 
great disadvantage to him, for he could not take that liberty to 
ploa<l the cause, which ho ought to be allowed at the bar; u|>on 
this the court was satisfied. 

"The petitioners having declared their grievances, Ac., the 
deputy craved leave to make answer, which was to this elTect, 
vis., that he accounted it no disgrace, but rather an honour put 
upon him, to be singled out from his brethren in the defence of 
one so jnst (as ho hn|>et1 to mako that a|)pcar), and of so public 
concernment. And although he might have pIcndtMl to tho 
petition, and so liavo demurred in law, upon throe )>oint9, — I, 
in that there is nothing laid to his charge ; that is, either crim- 
inal or unjust; 2, if he had been mistaken either in the law or 
in tho slate of tho case, yet whether it were such as a judge is 
to be called in question for as a delinquent, where it doth not 
appear to be wickedness or wilfulness ; for in England many 
erroneous judgments arc revon<ed, and orrours in pro<ico«lings 
riHiiitiiMl, nud yot ilin juilgon not tMillml in qiirslion about tlieui ; 
.1, in that being ihus singliMl out from three olhnr magistrates, 
and III answnr by himHelf for somo things, which worn tho nnt 
of a court, he is deprivo<l of the just means of his defence, for 
many things mny be justified as done by four which are not 
warrantable if done by one alone, and the records of a court 
are a full justification of any act while such record stands in 
force. But he was willing to waive this plea, and to make an- 
swer to the particular charges, to the end that the truth of the 
case and of all proceedings thereupon might appear to all men. 

" Hereupon the fninrt proceo<lc<i to examine tho whole cause. 
The deputy justified all the particulars laid to his charge, as 
that upon credible information of such a mutinous practice, and 
o|>en disturbance of tho peace, and slighting of authority, the 
ofiendors were ffcnt for, the principal by warrant to the consta- 
ble to bring them, and others by summons, and that some 
were hound over to tho next court of nssistants, and others that 
refui>ed to be hound were committed ; and all this according to 
the equity of laws here established, and the custom and laws of 
Rngland, and our cnnsfnnl |ir»c(ice hero Ihese fifteen years. 
And for sonio flpeeches lio was charged with as spoken to the 
delinquents when they came before him at his house, when nono 
were |irosunl tviili liiiu but tliciiifclvo.", first, ho appoaloil to (he 
jud{;ment of the court, wlielhor delinquents may bo received as 
competent witnesses agninst a magistrate in such a case; then, 
for tho words themi«o1ve8. some ho justified, some he explained 
Kd II.H no ndvan(ti<;o immiM Ite lakon of them, ns that he shonld 
nay ilmt lito nia;;islnitcH coulil try p<»nio oriniinni causes without 
a jury, that lio knew no law of (lod or man which required a 
ju(l;;«' to make known to the party, Iii? accnseis (or, rather, 
wilnesseJ"), IxToro the cause eanio to hearing. But two of tliem 



charged him to have said that it wai against the law of God 
and man so to do, whioh had been absurd, for tho deputy pro- 
fessed he knew no law against it, only a judge may sometimes 
in discretion conceal their names, Ac., least that they should be 
tampered with, or conveyed out of the way, Ac. 

"Two of the magistrates and many of the deputies were of 
opinion that the magistrates exercised too much power, and 
that the people's liberty was thereby in danger ; and other of 
tho deputies (being about half) and all the rest of the mngis- 
trates were of a diflTerent judgment, and that authority was 
overmuch slighted, which, if not timely remedied, would en- 
danger the commonwealth and bring as to a mere democracy. 
By occasion of this difl'erence, there was not so orderly a eanriage 
at tho hearing as was meet, each side striving unseasonably to 
enforce the evidence, and declaring their judgments thereupon, 
which should have been reserved to a more private debate (as 
after it was), so as the best part of two days was spent in this 
public agitation and examination of witnesses, Ac. This being 
ended, a committee was chosen of magistrates and deputies, 
who stated the ease as it appeared upon the whole pleading and 
evidence, though it cost much time, and with great difllculty 
did the committee come to accord upon it. 

" The ease being stated and agreed, the magistrates and 
deputies considored it apart, first the deputies having spent a 
whole day, and not attaining to any issue, sent up to the 
mngist rates to have their thoughts about it, who, taking it 
into consideration, (the deputy always withdrawing when that 
matter came into debate), agreed npon these four points 
chiefly : 1, that the |>ctition was false and scandalous ; 2, that 
those who were bound over, Ac., and others that were parties 
to the disturbance at Ilinghnm, were all offenders, though 
in different degrees ; 3, that they and the petitioners were to 
be censured ; 4, that the deputy governour ought to be aequii 
and righted, Ac. This being sent down to the deputies, they 
spent divers days about it, and made two or three returns to 
tlin magistral OS, and though they found the petition falso and 
sonndalons, and so voted it, yet they would not agree to any 
censure. Tho mngistrates, on tho otlior sido, were rosolvod for 
censure, and for the deputy's full acquittal. The deputies being 
thus hard held to it, and growing weary of the oourt, for it 
began [3] 14, and brake not up (save one week) till [5J 5, were 
content they should pay the charges of the court. After they 
were drawn to consent to some small fines, but in this they would 
have drawn in lieutenant Emes to have been fined deeply, he 
being neither plaintiff nor defendant, but an informer only, 
nnd hiul made good all tho points of his information, and no 
offence found in him other than that which was after adjudged 
worthy of admonition only ; and they would have imposed the 
chnrges of the oourt upon tho whole trained l>and at Ilingham, 
when it was apparent that divers were innocent, and had no 
hand in any of these proceedings. The magistrates not con- 
senting to so manifest injustice, they sent to the deputies to de- 
sire them to join with them in calling in tho help of the elders 
(for they were now assembled at Cambridge from all parts of 
the United Colonics, nnd divers of them wore present when the 
cause was publickly heard, and declared themselves much 
grieved to see that tho deputy governour should he called forth 
to answer as a delinquent in such n case as this was, and ooo of 
them, in tho name of tho rest, had* written to him to that 
effect, fearing least he should apprehend over deeply of the in- 
jury, «Vc.), but the deputies would by no means consent thereto, 
for tlioy know that many of Lho oldors understood tho cause, and 
wcro nioro careful to uphold the honour and power of the magis- 
trates than themselves were liked of, and many of them (at the 
request of the elder and others of tho church of Ilingham dur- 
ing this court) hati been at Ilingham to see if they could settle 
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peaoe in the ehuroh there, and foand the elder and oihen the 
petitioner! in great fault, Ao. After this (upon motion of the 
deputies) it was agreed to refer the oause to arbitrators, accord- 
ing to an order of court, when the magistrates and deputies 
cannot agree, Ac. The uiagiHtmtes niuno4l six of the oltlers of 
the next towns, and left it to them to choose any three or four 
of them, and required them to name six others. The deputies, 
finding themselTcs now at the wail, and not daring to trust the 
elders with the cause, thej send to desire that six of themselves 
might come and confer with the magistrates, which, being 
granted, they came, and at last came to this agreement, vis., 
the chief petitioners and the rest of the offenders wore sever- 
ally fined (all their fines not amounting to 60 pounds), the rest 
of the petitioners to bear equal share to 60 pounds more towards 
the oharges of the court (two of the principal ofienders were 
the deputies of the town, Joshua Hubbert and Bosone Allen, 
the first was fined 20 pounds, and the other 6 pounds), lieuten- 
ant Bmes to bo under admonition, the deputy govemour to be 
legally and publickly acquit of all that was laid to his charge. 
*' According to this agreement, [6] 3, presently after the leo- 
turo the magistrates and deputies toolc their pinccs in the 
meeting-house, and the people being come together, and the 
deputy govemour placing himself within the bar, as at the 
time of hearing, etc., the govemour read the sentence of the 
eourt, without speaking any more, for the deputies had (by im- 
portunity) obtained a promise of silence from the magistrates. 
Then was the deputy govemour desired by the court to go up and 
take his plaoe again upon the bench, which ho did accordingly, 
and the court being ul>out to ariso, he desired leave for a little 
speech, which was to this eifeot : 

"'I suppose something may be expected from me upon this 
ehargo that is befallen me, which moves me to speak now to 
you ; yet I intend not to intermeddle in the proceedings of the 
court, or with any of the persons concerned therein. Only I 
bless Qod that I see an issue of this troublesome business. I 
also acknowledge the Justice of the court, and, for my own 
part, I am well satisfied. I was publickly charged, and I am 
publickly and legally acquitted, which is all I did expect or de- 
sire. And though this be sufficient for my justification before 
men, yet not so before the God who hath seen so much amiss 
in my dispensations (and oven in this aflair) as calls me to be 
humble. For to be publickly and criminally charged in this 
court is matter of humiliation (and I desire to make a right 
use of it) notwithstanding I be thus acquitted. If her father 
had spit in her face (saith the Lord concerning Miriam) should 
she not have been ashamed seven days ? Shame had lien upon 
her, whatever the occasion had been. I am unwilling to stay 
you from your urgent affairs, yet give mo leave (upon this spe- 
cial occasion) to speak a little more to this assembly. It may 
be of some good use to inform and rectify the judgments of 
some of the people, and may prevent such distempers as have 
arisen amongst us. The great questions that have troubled 
the country are about the authority of the magistrates and the 
liberty of the people. It is yourselves who have called us to 
this office, and being called by you wo have our authority from 
Qod in way of an ordinance, such as hath the imago of IJod 
eminently stamped upon it, the contempt and violation where- 
of hath been vindicated with examples of divine vengeance. I 
entreat you to consider that when you chouse magistrates you 
take them from among yourselves — men subject to like pas- 
sions as you are. Therefore when you see infiruiiiics in us you 
should reflect upon your own, and that would make you bear 
the more with us, and not be severe censurers of the failings of 
your magistrates when you have continual experience of the 
like infirmities in yourselves and others. Wo account him a 
good servant who breaks not his covenant. The covenant be- 



tween you and us is the oath yon have taken of us, which is to 
this purpose, that we shall govern you and judge your causes by 
the rules of Qod's laws and our own, according to our best skill. 
When you agree with a workman to build you a ship or a 
liouso, etc., ho undertakes as well for his skill as for his faith- 
fulness, for it is his profession, and you pay him for both. Bui 
when you call one to be a magistrate he doth not profess nor 
undertake to have sufficient skill for that office, nor can you 
furnish him with gifts, etc., therefore you must run the haiard 
of his skill and ability. But if he fail in faithfulness, which 
by his oath he is l>ound unto, that he must answer for. If it 
fall out that the oase be clear to common apprehension, and the 
rule clear also, if he transgresses hero, the errour is not in the 
skill but in the evil of the will ; it must be required of him. 
But if the cause be doubtful, or the rale doubtful, to men of 
such understanding and parts as your magistrates are. If your 
magistrates should err here yourselves must bear it 

" For the other point conoeming liberty, I observe a great 
mistake in the country about that. There is a twofold liberty, 
natural (I mean as our nature is now oormpt) and civil or 
fetloral. The first is common to man with beasts and other 
creatures. By this, man, as he stands in relation to man simply, 
hath liberty to do what he lists ; it is a liberty to evil as woll as 
to good. This liberty is incompatible and ineonsistent with 
authority, and cannot endure the least restraint of the most Just 
authority. The exercise and maintaining of this liberty makes 
men grow more evil, and in time to be worse than brute beasts : 
osiMc* §umu9 Ueentia delerioret. This is that great enemy of 
truth and poace, that wild boast which all the ordinanoes of 
Ood are bent against, to restrain and subdue it. The other kind 
of lil>orty T will civil or fwloral, — it may also bo tormod mural, — 
in reference to the covenant between tied and man, in the moral 
law, and the politic covenants and constitutions amongst men 
themselves. This liberty is the proper end and object of au- 
thority, and cannot subsist without it ; and it is a liberty to 
that only whioh is good, just, and honest. This liborty you aro 
to stand for, with the hasard (not only of your goods, but) of 
your lives, if need be. Whatsoever crosseth this is not au- 
thority, but a distemper thereof. This liberty is maintained 
and exercised in a way of subjection to authority ; it is of the 
same kind of liberty wherewith Christ hath matle us free. The 
woman's own choice makes such a man her husband ; yet being 
so chosen, he is her lord, and she is to be subject to him, yet 
in a way of liberty, not of bondage; and a tme wife aooounts 
her subjection her honour and freedom, and would not think 
her condition safe and free, but la her subjection to her hus- 
band's authority. Such is the liberty of the church under the 
authority of Christ, her king and husband ; his yoke is so easy 
and sweet to her as a bride's ornamouts; nnd if through fro- 
wardness or wantonness, Ac., she shake it off, at any time, she 
is at no rest in her spirit, until she take it up again ; and 
whether her lord smiles upon her and embraoeth her in his 
arms, or whether he frowns, or rebukes, or smites her, she ap- 
prehends the sweetness of his love in all,* and is refreshed, sup- 
ported, and inMtructod by every such dispensation of his au- 
thority over her. On the other side, ye know who they are that 
complain of this yoke and say, let us break their bands, Ac. ; 
we will not have this man to rule over us. Kvon so, brethren, 
it will bo between you and your magistrates. If you stand for 
your natural corrupt liberties, and will do what is good in your 
own eyes, you will not endure the least weight of authority, but 
will murmur and oppose, and be always striving to shake off 
that yoke; but if you will be satisfied to e^joy such civil and 
lawful liberties, such as Christ allows you, then will you quietly 
ami uhoorrully submit unto that authority which is sot over you, 
in all the ad miuisi rations of It, for your good. Whoroiu, if we 
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fail nt any time, wo hope we shall be willing (by God*i Assist- 
ance) to hearken to gooil ad rice froiii any of you, or In any 
other way of (lod ; so shall your liberties be preserved in up- 
holding the honour and power of authority amongst you." 

The following notes of the proceedings of the dep- 
uties and magist rates in relation to this affair were 
collected by Mr. Savage, and published in his edition 
of Winthrop : 

" The fivt order of the magistrates is as follows : Fined the 
)>er8ons afUsr named at sneh sums as hereafter are expressed, 
having been lut miMlorale and gone as low as they any ways 
oonld with the holding up of authority in any measure, and the 
maintenance nf justice, desiring the eonourrenoe of the depu- 
ties herein, that at length an end may be put to this long and 
tedious business. 

Joshua Hubbard is fined £20,00,00 

Bdmond Hubbard 5,00,00 

Thomas Hubbard 2,00,00 

Edmond Oold 1,00,00 

John Faulshame 20,00,00 

John Towers 5,00,00 

Daniel Cushin 2,10,00 

William Horsey 10,00,00 

Mr. Boion Allen 10,00,00 

Mr. Peter Hubbard, thai first subscribed the petition.. 2,00,00 
All the rest of the petitioners, being 81, out of which 
number are excepted three, vix., Mr. Peter Hub- 
bard. John Foulshame, and John Towrcs, the rest 
making 7H, nro fined 20 nhilliugn a piece, the sum 

of which is 155,10,00 

" We have also voted, that according to the order of the Gen- 
eral Court, for so long time as their cause hath been in handling, 
the petitioners shall bear the ohargo of the Qeneral Court, the 
sum of whioh oosts is to be east up and agreed by the court, 
when the cause is finished. 

"Tlin liouMMtf dopiitios having imnod the llingliam bupinoss 
b<?foro tlio judgment of our honored maglstrnlos upon the case 
oame down, they linvo horenndor expressed their determinate 
eonMiiriM n|Nm Hiinh lu* tlioy find dolinquohl in the case, vlt. : 

Jophua Hubbard is fined £20,00,00 

Anthony Eames 5,00,00 

Thomas Hubbard 4,00,00 

Edmond Hubbard 10,00,00 

Daniel Cushan 4,00,00 

William Horsey 4,00,00 

Mr. Allen, beside his proportion with the 

tniin blind 1,00,00 

Rdmond (lold 2,00,00 

Totol £50,00,00 

" The rc8t of the train band of Hingham, thnt have an equal 
vote allowed tbcm by law for the choice of their military offi- 
cers, are fineil 55 pounds to be paid by equal proportion, the 
which raid sums of 50 and 55 pounds are laid u|>on the said de- 
linquents for the satisr3'ing of the charge of the court occnKioned 
by the hearing of the cauflo, in case the said charge shall arise 
to the sum of 106 pounds. The deputies desire the consent of 
the magifitmtes Iiercin. 

"Several di^cordanl votes paMed each branch before the busi- 
ness was brought (o its close." 

After jiiving an account of the proceedings of the 
court, Winthrop remarks as follows : 

" I hIkmiM liiivn inrnlioiioil in tlio llin);hiiiii <*a<*o, what earn 
nnd |iniii8 many of llio ehlcrn had taken to reconcile the diffcr- 
cnrcs wliirh worcj^rown in thnt church. Mr. Ilnbbert, the pastor 
llirrc, Ix'inj; of ti l'rcj<l)jtcrii»l spirit, di«I iiinnngo all afTiiirs witli- 
out the churcli's advice, which divert) of the congregation not 



liking of, they were divided in two parts. Lieatenani Ernes, 
ete., having eomphtinad to the magistrates, as is before ex- 
pressed, Mr. Hubbert, etc., would have east him oat of the 
ehureh, pretending that he had told a lie, whereupon they pro- 
oured the elders to write to the ehureh, and so did some of the 
magistrates also, whereupon they stayed proeeeding against 
the lieutenant for a day or two. But he and some twelve more 
of them, peroeiving he was resolved to proeeed, and finding no 
way of reoonciliation, they withdrew from the ebnreb, aod 
openly deolared it in the eongregation. This eourte the elders 
did not approve of. But being present in the eonrt, when their 
petition against the depnty-govemour was heard, Mr. Hub- 
bert, peroeiving the enuse was like to go against him and his 
party, desired the elders to go to Hingham to meditate a reeon- 
oiliation (which he would never hearken to before, being earn- 
estly sought by the other party, and offered by the elders) in 
the interim of the court's adjournment for one week. They 
readily aooepted the motion, and went to Hingham, and spent 
two or three days there, and found the pastor and his party in 
great fault, but oould not bring him to any acknowledgment. 
In their return by water, they were kept twenty-four hoars in 
the boat and were in great danger by occasion of a tempest 
which arose in the night, but the Lord preserved them." 

But the difficulties did not terminate here. The 
authority of government was resisted when the mar- 
shal attempted to levy the fines imposed on the 
petitioners. The following is Winthrop*s account of 
the matter : 

"1646. 26. (I.)] The govemour and eonneil met at Boston 
to take order about a rescue whioh they were informed of to 
have been eommitted at Hingham upon the marshal, when he 
went to levy the fines imposed upon Mr. Hubbard their pastor 
and many others who joined with him in the petition against 
the magistrates, ete., anil having taken the information of the 
marshal and others, they sent out summons for their appear- 
ance at another day, at which time Mr. Hubbard eame not, nor 
sent any excuses, though it was proved that he was at home, 
and that the summons was left at his house. Whereupon he 
was sent for by attachment directed to the constable, who 
brought him at the day of the return. And being then charged 
with joining in the said rescue by animating the offenders, and 
discouraging the officer, questioning the authority of his war- 
rant because it was not in the king's name, and standing upon 
his allegiance to tho crown of England, and exemption from 
such laws as were not agreeable to the laws of England, saying 
to the marshal that he could never know wherefore he was 
fined, except it were for petitioning, and if they were so wasp- 
ish that they might not be petitioned, ho knew not what to say 
to it, etc. All the answer he would give was, that if he had 
broken any wholesome law not repugnant to the laws of Eng- 
land, he was ready to submit to censure. So ho was bound 
o.ver to the next court of assistants. 

" The court being at Boston, Mr. Hubbard appeared, and the 
marchars information and other concurrent testimony being 
rottd to him, and his answer demanded, he desired to know in 
what ptate he stood, snd what offence he should be charged 
with, or what wholesome law of the land, not repugnant to tho 
law of England, he had broken. The court told him, that the 
matters he was charged with amounted to a seditious practice 
iiuil (lon»galion and eontninpt of authority. Ho still pressoil to 
know whnt law, etc. Ho \Tas told that the oath which ho had 
taken wax a law to him ; and boF^ido tho law of Ood which we 
wcro to judge i>y in cnso of a defect of an express law. He said 
that tho law of God admitted various interpretations, etc. Then 
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h« desirod to Me his aoonseri. UpoD that the inanbal was 
called, who Juctifled his information. Then he desired to be 
tried by a Jury, and to have the witnesses produced Tiva voce. 
The secretary told him that two were present, and the third was 
sworn to his examination (but in that ho was mistaken, for he 
had not been sworn), but to Mtisfy him, ho was sent fur and 
sworn in court. The matters testified against him were his 
speeches to the marshal before thirty persons, against our au- 
thority and government, etc. 1 . That we were but as a corpo- 
ration in England ; 2. That by our patent (as he understood it) 
we could not put any man to death, nor do divers other things 
which we did; S. That he knew not wherofore the Qoneral 
Court had fined them, except it were for petitioning, and if they 
were so waspish (or captious) as they might not be petitioned, 
etc., and other speeches tending to disparage our authority and 
proceedings. Accordingly a bill was drawn up, etc., and the 
Jury found that he seemed to be ill-affected to this government, 
and that his speoohos tended to sedition and contempt of au- 
thority. Whereupon the whole court (except Mr. nellingham, 
who judged him to deserve no censure, and desired in open 
court to have his dissent rocorded) adjudged him t«> pay 20 
pounds fine, and to be bound to hisgotNl boliaviuur, till the next 
court of assistants, and then farther if the court should see 
oause. At this sentence his spirit rose, and he would know 
what the good behaviour was, and desired the names of the jury, 
and a oopy of all the proceedings, which was granted him, and 
so he was dismissed at present." 

*'In 1646/' says Mr. Liocoln, *Hhe celebrated pe- 
tition of Dr. Child and six ollicra, for the nbolition of 
* the distinctions which were maintained here both in 
civil and church estate/ and that the people of this 
country might be wholly governed by the laws of 
England, was presented to the house of deputies. 
Six of the petitioners were cited before the court and 
charged with great offenses contained in this petition : 
they appealed to the parliament of England, and offered 
security to abide by their sentence, but the court 
thought proper to sentence the offenders to fine and 
imprisonment. The petitioners then resolved to lay 
their case before parliament, and Dr. Child, Mr. Vas- 
sail, and Mr. Fowle went to Ertgland for that purpose/ 
but it appears that they met with very ill success in 
their exertions. The papers were published at Lon- 
don by Maj. John Child, brother of Dr. Robert Child, 
in a tract entitled * New England's Jonas Cast up at 
London,' in allusion, probably, to the remark of Mr. 
Cotton in one of his sermons, * that if any shall carry 
any writings or complaints against the people of God, 
in this country to England, it would be as Jonas in 
the ship.' This tract was answered by Mr. Winslow, 
who was then in England, in another tract entitled the 
' Salamander,' ' wherein (says Winthrop) he cleared 
the justice of the proceedings' of the government 
here.' 



^ An amusing account of the superstitious terror of some tff 
the passengers in the vessel in which the petitioners went to 
Bngland, and of the ill success of their petition, may be found 
In Neal's ** Uistory of New Bngland." 



''This notice of the petition of Dr. Child and 
others is introduced for the purpose of correcting an 
error into which Hutchinson and Neal have fallen in 
confounding this controversy with that of our mili- 
tary dinputc, which credited ho much oxcitonicnt in 
the country. It is proper to mention, however, that 
Mr. llubart was suspected of ' having a hand in it,' 
and consequently was obliged to suffer another of the 
mortifications to which the relentless spirit of persecu- 
tion has subjected him. Winthrop*s account of his 
treatment is as follows : 

*'<In 1646. (9.) 4.] This court the business of Qurton Ac., 
and of the petitioners. Dr. Child, Ac., were tnken into oonsid- 
eration, and it was thought needful to send sumo able man into 
England, with commission and instructions, to satisfy the com- 
mitisionors for plantations about those complaints ; and because 
it was a matter of so great and general cuucommont, such of 
the oldorit na could bo had wore sent for, to have their advioo in 
Iho mallor. Mr. Ilublmrd of lliiigliam came with tho n«<t, but 
the court being informed that he had an hand in a petition, 
which Mr. Vassall carried into England against the country in 
general, the governour propounded that if any elder present 
had any such hand, Ac, he would withdraw himself. Mr. 
Hubbard sitting still a good space, and no man speaking, one 
of the deputies informed the court that Mr. Hubbard was the 
man suspoctud, whoroupon ho arose, and said, that he know 
nothing of any huuIi polition. Tho governour ropliod, that 
seeing he was now named, ho must needs deliver his mind 
al>out liiin, which wiiS, tliat although tlioy hail no pnnif present 
about the matter of the petition, and therefore his denial was a 
sufficient clearing, Ac., yet in regard he had so much opposed 
authority, and offered such contempt to it, as for which he had 
been lately bound to his good behaviour, he thought he would 
(in discrution) withdraw himself, Ac, whereupon he went out. 
Then the governour put the court in mind of a great miscar- 
riage, in that our secretest counsels were presently known 
abroad, which could not be but by some among ourselves, and 
desired them to look at it as a matter of greiit unfaithfulness, 
and that our present consultations might be kept in the breast 
of the court, and not be divulged abroad, as others had been.' 

*^ Winthrop then remarks upon a special provi- 
dence of Qod (as ho terms it), in which he takes it 
for granted that Mr. Hobart, the people of Hing- 
ham, and Dr. Child entertained similar views, if they 
did not openly combine their efforts to promote them. 

" ' I must here observe a special providence of God, pointing 
out his displeasure against some profane persons who took 
part with Dr. Child, Ac, against the government and churches 
here. The court had appointed a general fast to seek Qod (as 
for some other occasions so) in the trouble which threatcnoil 
us by the politiouers, Au. Tho pastor of llin^^hain and othcni 
of his church (being of their party) made light of it, and some 
said tlioy would not fast against Dr. Child and against thum- 
sclvcs; and there wore two of thorn (one Pitt and Johnson) 
who, having a great raft of masts and planks (worth forty or 
fifty pounds) to tow to Boston, would needs set forth about noon 
the day before (it being impossible they could get to Boston 
before thb fast); but when they came at Castle Island there' 
arose such a tempest as carried away their raft, and forced 
them to out their masts to save their lives. Some of their 
masts and plank thoy rooovoroil after, whoro it had boon oast 
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on shore ; bat whon they came with it to the Castle, they were 
foreod bitok apitn, aiul iroro so oft put baok with oontrnry 
winds, Ae.f us it was above a month before they eooUl bring all 
the remainder to Boston/ 

**Tlio editor of Winthrop io noticing these rc- 
marks very justly observes ' that unless we be careful 
always to consider the cause of any special provi- 
dence, we may fail in our views of the displeasure of 
God ;* and notices the fact that the cler«ry when they 
came l4> this tfiwii U\ reduce the church nionilH^rH to 
sobriety * were kept twenty-four hours in the boat, 
and were in great danger by occasion of a tempest.' 

** The last time at which Mr. Hobart was made to 
feel the displeasure of the government was in 1647. 
Winthrop mentions it in the following manner : 

"'4. (A.) Thoro wns a great marriage to be solemnized at 
Boston. The bridegroom being of Uingham, Mr. Uubbard's 
ehurch, ho was procnred to preach, nnd came to Boston to that 
end. But the magistrates, hearing of it, sent to him to forbear. 
The reasons were, first, for that his spirit had boon discovered 
to be averse to our ecclesiastical and civil govcrnmont, and he 
was a bold man, anti would speak his mind ; socond, wo wore not 
willing to bring in the Knglish custom of ministers performing 
the solemnity of marriage, which sermons at such times might 
induce, but if any minister were present, and would bostow a 
word of exhortation, etc., it was permitted.' 

"The dispassionate reader/* Mr. Lincoln justly 
observes that, " while he will give to Winthrop all the 
credit to which his impartiality entitles him, cannot 
fail to discover some circumstances which tend to ex- 
tenunl4! the crinrnialily of the (uinduct of a large and 
respectable portion of the inhabitants of this town. 
The coiivi«;tions which the deputy governor enter- 
tained, of the disorderly and seditious course of Mr. 
Hobart and his friends, were deep and strong ; and 
in some instances his conduct indicated anything but 
a charitable spirit towards those whose principal error 
(if any) consisted in their attachment to more liberal 
views of government than those generally enter- 
tained at that time. 

" Winthrop a«rknowledgcs that * the great r|ueFtions 
that troubled the country were about the authority 
of the magistrates and the liberty of the people.' 
* Two of the magistrates and many of the deputies' 
esteemed for piety, prudence, and justice, * wore of 
opinion that the magistrate exercised too much power, 
and that the people's liberty was thereby in danger,' 
and the tendency of their principles and conduct was 
(in the opinion of (he deputy governor) to have 
brought the counuonwealth ' to a mere democracy.' 

"Thus we learn that one of the military company 
hiTC prnl'rsstMl ' ho would die at tjie sword'H point, if 
h<^ might not liav(» iIm^ choice of his own oflicers.* 
8onu* (»r lh(» jirinciplcs :md privileges for which our 
fathers contended, were undoubtedly too liberal and 



republican for the spirit of the age in which they 
lived. They were, perhaps, injudicious and indiscreet 
in their endeavors to promote their views ; and prob- 
ably io some instances might not have expressed that 
respect for the constituted authorities to which their 
character entitled them. The most superficial reader, 
however, may discover in the conduct of the deputy 
governor something of the spirit of bigotry which 
was, unfortunately, too oflon allowed to affect the 
judgments of tho wisest nnd best of incii at that time, 
and which operated very much to the injury of those 
who entertained more liberal opinions- in politics and 
religion. The deputies, although conscious of the 
disorder which the prevalence of such principles might 
cause in the community, did not feel so strong a dis- 
regard of the motives of the people of Hingham, 
which impelled them to the course which they pur- 
sued, as to induce them to consent to impose on them 
heavy fines without groat reluctance. 

" The deputy governor appears to have been very 
sensitive on the subject of innovations upon the au- 
thority of government, and strongly bent, not only 
upon punishing, but desirous of publicly disgracing 
the * profane* people of Hingham. He seems to have 
* engulphed Bible, Testament and all into the com- 
mon law,* as authority for the severe measures which 
were taken to mortify their feelings and to check the 
spread of principles so democratic in their tendency, 
and so dangerous to the interests of the common- 
wealth. Accordingly, we find that the magistrates 
sent to Mr. Hobart to fmbear delivering a discourse 
on the occasion of the marriage of one of his church, 
at Boston, among other reasons, * because he was a 
bold man, and would speak his mind.' 

" The effect of this controversy does not appear to 
have been ultimately injurious to the most conspicu- 
ous individuals engaged in it. Mr. Hobart, the 
pastor of Hingham, enjoyed the esteem of his people, 
and, as has been before remarked, was relieved from 
severe penalties which he incurred by the liberality of 
the people of the town. His brother, Joshua, was 
afterwards fref|uently a deputy, and in 1674 he was 
honored by an election to the office of Speaker to the 
House of Deputies. 

" It is to be admitted that the excitement neces- 
sarily caused by the agitation of this business, served 
to retard the growth and prosperity of the town ; and 
while the effects of the displeasure of the goverment 
were operating to its injury, many of the inhabitants 
nunoved (o iillier phu!eH." 

Hingham, it appears, suffered but little from the 
dcj>rodations of the Indians. Upon the commence- 
ment of King Philip's war, in 1675, which carried 
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terror aud desolation to Now England, it appears that 
" soldiers were impressed into the coantrj service," 
and on the 19th of April, 1673, John Jacob was 
killed by a marauding band of savages, and subse- 
qaentlj the bouses of Joseph Joanes, Anthony 
Sprague, Israel Hobart, Nathaniel Ghubbuck, and 
James Whitons were burned by the Indians. 

The following order was adopted by the selectmen 
in 1676: 

" The telaotmen of ntnghsm, taking into oonaideraiion the 
great danger we are in, and damage might ensue on oi, by the 
Indian! being our open onoiniofl, and also complaint mado to of 
on that account, do therefore order and agree that uo perton or 
pereonc in this town shall take in any Indian or Indians into 
the said town, or entertain or keep any Indian or Indians in 
the said town or in their service or houses, without order from 
authority, under the penalty of twenty shillings for every snob 
oflTence," etc. 

Garrison-houses were established about this time, 
and there were also three forts in the town. 
In 1662 the town voted as follows: 

** No Indian shall set up a wigwam either upon property of 
the town's common, or dwell in one already set np, from mid- 
summer next until the last day of September following, upon 
)>enalty of twenty shillings for every such ofioneo, and if any 
Unglishman shall give leave and permit any such wigwam to bo 
built upon his land, ho shall bo liable unto tho same forfeiture, 
and any man in tho town aggrieved is hereby oin|M>wered to 
prosecute this order, and to have oonsideration allowed him by 
the selectmen." 

In 1665, in the " seaventeenth yeare of the raigne 
of our Soveraigne, Lord Charles the Second, by the 
grace of God, of Great Brittanie, France, and Ireland, 
King, defender of the fuith," the inhabitants procured 
a deed of the town of the Indian Wampatuck, called 
by the English, Josiuh, chief Indian, and Squmuck, 
called by the Engli»h, Daniel, son of Chickatabut. 
This deed was witnessed by Job Noeshteans, William 
Manananianut, and Robert Mamuntahgin, Indians, 
and John Hues, Mattias Briggs, and Job Judkins. 



CHAPTER III. 

WAR OP TUB REVOLUTION. 

Committee of 1708 — Proceedings of tho Town — Tlio Uosohitioiis 
of 1770— Sentiment of the Town in 1773— Resolutions of 
1773 — Benjamin Lincoln, Delegate to Provincial Gongrosa — 
Various Votes, KesolutionB, etc. 

The first reference in the town records to the events 
which immediately preceded the Revolution, is under 
date of May, 1768, being the report of a committee^ 

1 This committee consisted of Hon. Benjamin Lincoln, father 
of Qen. Benjamin Lincoln, of the army of the Revolution, John 



to devise measures for the encouragement of industry 
and economy, as follows : 

"The Committee appointed by the town of llingham, at 
their meeting in Mareh last, to take under eonsidoration the 
enoouraging and promoting eeonomy and industry in tho mtid 
town, report the following Reeolves : First, that we will by all 
ways and means in oar power, enoourage and promote the prao- 
tioe of virtue and suppreesing of vice and immorality, the latter 
of whiob seem daily inoreasing among us, and the deoay of tho 
former much to be lamented. [ Thi§ part of thejir»t pttragrapk 
being reatt, (Ae t/neation was put tekether it be tteeeptetl : jHtuaed 
in the aj^rmative.] And for promoting the one and disoourag- 
ing the other we apprehend the lessening the number of licensed 
housei would greatly oontribute to the purpose, and thai not 
more than three retailers in the North Parish, two in the Host, 
and one in the South, would be as many as would be consistent 
with the interests of the community. [ Thi§ remaining part of 
thejiret paragraph being read, the qneetivn wae put whether it be 
accepted : paeeed in the negative.] Seoondly, we resolve for the 
future to improve our lands more generally for raising of flax 
and increasing our stocks of sheep, which materials, properly 
improved among onrselves, may prevent the necessity of using 
so great a quantity of imported oommodities and increasing our 
own manufactures, and thereby the poorer sort more profitably 
employed, the medium likewise, in a great measure preserved 
and increased, for the want of which the industrious are at this 
time under great disadvantages. [This eecond reeolne being 
readf the t/neetioH wae put whether the eame be aerejtted : paeeed 
in the ajffirutative,] 

The following is a copy of the proceedings of the 
town on the 21st of September, 17 08, on the rocop- 
tion of a circular from tho inhabitants of Boston : 

"At the said meeting the town ehose Dea. Joshua Ileaney a 
committee to join the committees from the several towns within 
the province, to assemble at Boston on the 22d day of Septem> 
ber, current, then and there to consult suoh measures as shall be 
necessary for ihe preservatian of good order and regularity in 
the province at this critical conjuncture of afiairs, and voted 
tho following instructions to him, vis. : 

" ' As you are chosen and appointod by the town of llingham 
to join with eommitleos from the several towns within this 
Province, desired to meet at Boston on the 22d day of Septem- 
ber current, then and there to eonsult such measures as shall be 
neoessary for the preservation of good order and regularity in 
the Province at this oritioal conjuncture of affairs. We advise 
and direct you that you use your endeavors to preserve peace 
and good order in the Province and loyalty to tho king; that 
you take every legal and constitutional method for the preser- 
vation of our rights and liberties, and for having redressed 
those grievances we so generally complain of and so sensibly 
feel; that all possible care be taken that tho troops (that) 
should arrive have provision made for them, so that they be 
not billetod in private fainilioti and ut so uouvuniont a dintiinco 
OS nut tu interrupt tho people; that you ouooiiitigo tho inliiih- 
itunls to keep up military duty whereby they may i>e in a ca- 
pacity to defend themselves against foreign enemion; and in 
cose you are exposed to any charges in prosecuting any of tho 
foregoing preparations, we will repay it, and as these instruc- 
tions are for your private use, improve them for that purpose 
and for no other whatever.' 



Thaxlcr, Esq., Capt. Theophilus Gushing, Deacon Joshua Her- 
sey, Dr. Ezekiel llersey, Caleb Bates, Capt. Daniel Lincoln, 
Capt. Joseph Tbaxter, Lasarus Beale, and Deaoon Isaac Lincoln. 
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"Tb* Farr|^<ni; inttruitian* wore ilnwn up bj Dr. Buoklnl 
llmnwir, llrnjnmin T.lnwlii, Jr., mul Cn]>t, Ilnnkl l.lnoulii." 

Mnroh 10, 1T70, the inlmbitnnts of llingliaiii 
passed resolutions relaling to the non-consumptioD of 
impurrci) floods nnd lo llio liuAloii miiKuiuro. Tliuao 
riMulutiutia dci tiuI appi-ar in ilia [own tccotiIs, but nra 
comaincd in the rolWiiig letter Troiu Ouii. hitiuolri 
to the ouiuuiitlee uf mercliunts in Boston : 

"IIinhiiah, Mnnili 31t1i, i7la. 
•• To Ihz GrnlUmc ihc Cmmillu „f Mtrrhnnf in Bmton. 

■'aEKTi.KMER,— Atthitntiouitl ucgting of Ibs IflWn of IKng- 
h>m i>n (hn IDth >!•; of Mnroh, A.n. ITTO, Upon h mnlinn ba- 
ing miuk nnil Kiwon<]o(l (IhrniKh DmlUed in Ihs wnrrint), tlio 
InluibitsnU tftkiiig into enniidomlmn tha diilraned elrguin- 
itnnces of llio jwpla in thia aind tho nglghborinK I'rovinoa, 
cweiMinneit 1i]> Ilia Into pnrlinmctilarj uli Tor nixing a rsiflniiR 
In Karib Atuorlcm, Iho mannar nf oollMdng tba n.mis, and tha 
msuurra gone tula lo enforoe obadlanoa to tbani, ■n'l judging 
tbit ererjr amirtj nnd etsrj indiTidnsi parron are londlj cnlleil 

prodare it redreti or thata grletaBoos, and to leouro the prirl- 
lagei bf ihnrter wnvajed to tlieio, nnd (but freeilnin nbloh 
thry buTa a right to u in«n and Engli.b irobjeol., »n.B to tlie 
following ToltB: 

"VolD<l, Tlint (rehighljnppraroof [ba patriotic renlulioni 
of tbe inerelonta or this Provinie not la linpnrt gmxia rrotn 
Great Itritnin till Ihs re|wiil of tlie aforenld aati>, and Tienlng 
It ai baring a tendanoj to retries na from tbo» burtheni no 
innob oiiuiplainod of, nnd to lenilbly felt by ui; na will do nil 
in our p.iiier, in n legal way, to support thorn in carrying into 
•icentlon to worthy ao uodertnliing. 

" Voted, That thou fsw wbo hnro Irnporled goodi nontrary 

ablaalTiirla of llic inerohantsnnd tnulem aronaaid, liave thereby 
tarrollo<i tlin eonHdonoa of their brethran ; ni»l thc^re^arG, ws 
iliwlnra that wf »iJI n..l rlimtlly or Indiroolly havo miy mm- 
meroo or dsalinge witli llivin. 

"Voted, That we will dleaourage the nae of foreign iupar- 
fluillaa among n> and enooarvge our own mannfaoturBi. 

"Voted, That wa bearlily lyDipathite with oar brethren of 
the (own of Itoalan, in the lata unliappy dntruotion of lo many 
of their inhabitnnU, and we rojoiee with them Ibal Ibero yet 
ramaina Iba free exereran of tha eiril anthiirity. 

•' Vntcil, That UiB town olcrh bo <intere<l lo transmit a «i<iiy 
hotoqf to the Conimillee uf MereiianU in UosCon. 

" I cheerfully i-amply wilb tho abate anlor and herewith sand 
you a onpy of tba Votes. 



entlen 



with gi 



t obedian 



Tlio views ant] feelings of llie inlinbititnls of thin 
tjn»ii, n«[iectii)ii llie Hubjccts of eoiitrovi-rBy between 
tills antl the m other-conn try, losy be leortied from tlio 
followiii}; iiiHlruutioDS given to their repreBcntative to 
the Genernl CuiirC ; 

" Tba eommiltea obolen to draft >ona inalrDetiona proper to 
he giien our reprrmnUllTO reporlal M Mloweth : We Iho •ob- 



Jaare (s report a* foJIowolfa, 



"Tii.lniiN Tn«XT«lt, Bm). 

" Wliereai, your oonitltuonU an faaltngly Mnalbla of a nam- 
bor of iifringement* on their right* and priTiiegai ODtl) lataly 
unheard of, tha wbale of whiob wa pretend not to anDnaral* to 
you na from your iinowledga of onr praient state they mnat 
bunr Klrongly on your own niml \ bat would notwilhatanding 
■neTilion tbe fnllawlng: Fint. the act of l-arilament passed In 
the lulMMion thereof, entltlHi an aot for lliebeltarprMarring 
hit Mnjeity's dook-yarda, magaiinti, ■hipt, ammunition, aod 
■turat. we look upon to be on* of tbe grealeat griaianMi ; that 
peniiinit aooDiad of capital offenoM tbonld be earrled 1000 mile* 
diatnnt from tbe place whara the crlna was eammittod, to be 
trird, tha IndanTanlanos and ii)]aatlo« of whiob ao fally appear 
that tliara needs no anlmadTenloD. Baoond, Tbe aol of Par- 
tlamenl obliging all ihipi or Teasel* from pDrtngal to Ihia pro- 
vinee to antar tbeir trait In Miroe port of Qraai Dritala, by 
which great ecpenee mnet arise, and Iba frnit often mnoh daiB- , 
ngeil, by whiah Bieana the trada la barthaned, etogged and dla- 
ooumgail, — wo on the wliola inilrnot yon, that yon ua* yoor 
utmost andeaTOrt, by diipaaiioiiala remonatraaee, aid humble 
petition in a legltlatiTa way, to tha ParUament of Oreat Briton 
to bava tbaaa and all grievanoea wa now laboar andar redrened, 
and those wa fear from rirennilMicea are taking plaea. 

" And we instrnot you, that yoa aae yonr beat endaaroDr), 
thn.1 a aniary be granted by thia prorince to the Judges of tbe 
SupcriDi Court, as shall be adequate lo their Important offlsaj 
and that you aodeavour thai a harmony may aubeialoa a proper 
faundnlion batween tbe sareral branebaa of tho leglalatlTe body 
uf this prorinee, wfaiob oetDent !■ easentially neoeasary to tba 
interrst and happinen Ibaroof i 

" Bbla LiHCOLir, 
"BurjAHIM LinCOLN, 
"JoilFH Tll.tXTKB, 

"JlcoB Ciraniaa, 

"JoanUit JlRARiBT. 

" OoMMllIM. 

" llmonAM, January 13, ITT.I." 

ITT4, Jan. 111. Tlio town appuinlud ■ oouiniittoe to 
lake inU) consideTation « letter and papera sent rrom 
the Bniton Committee of Correspondence to tbia town. 
The cnmmiltee was couipoaed of the following gen- 
llcrneti: Bctijnmin Lineolo, Kstj., Joseph Andrewa, 
DtriH.un Joshua llersoy. Deacon Thcophilus Cuahiog, 
Ciilcli itnten, JaiiieH Feurtng, Jscub Cushing, Kim|., 
Tboriiiis Loring, and llczcklah Cushin);. They pre- 
sented a report at the annual town-ini^ting in March 
following, from which the nature of the subjeota aub- 
niiliL-d to their conaideration fully appears. It was 
iw follows; 

" Whrn w* cull to mind n late Act of tho llrltiah Parliunent, 
eiprcssly deelnrinj; lliat the King, IahIx, and Commons, in 
rnrliauianl assembled, bare erer bad, and of right ought lo 
hare, full power and aiilbnrity to make Inwa and aUlutes of 
luDiRienl force and ralrdiiy to hind tho colonies and people of 
AmeriDs, lubjccl to the Cruwn of Great Britain, In all oasea 
whalBvgr, and in oonaei|uence thereof an Aelof Parliament made 
fnr tha gjipren purpoao of rslalng a raranue In America, Tor do. 

eulonlra; and wlicn also wc eonsi dor that llio urn ra enccln ally 

in a Into session of tho Uriiiih I'arlininent, haTS Dmpowcre<l the 
' £att Jtidi>Cam|iaiiyto ei port thai r teas to America, free of all 
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- datiea in EngrUnd, but still liable to a doty on Its being landed 
in the ooloniee; and comparing thoee Acta and othera aimilarto 
tliem, with aeveral clauiea in the charter granted to this prov- 
ince by their late Majeatieai King William and Queen Mary, of 
bleaaed memory, In which it la among othor thinga ordainoil and 
eatablifhed that all and every of thoaubjeota of ua, our heira and 
auoceaaora, which shall go to inhabit in our aaid province and 
territory, and every of their children which ahall happen to be 
born there, or on the aeaa going I hither or returning from thence, 
ahall havennd enjoy all the lit>ertiea and immunitiea of free and 
natural aubjeota, within any of the dominiona of ua, our heirs and 
aucocMora, to all intenta, coostructiona and purpoaea whatever, 
aa if they and every of them were bom within thia our renlm of 
Bnglnnd, and whereas it ia by the aaid royal charter eapeoially 
ordained, that the Qrcat and (Joneral Court or Aaaembly, therein 
conatitutod, ahall have full power and authority to impoae and 

^ levy proportionate and reaaonable aaseaamenta and taxea upon 
the estates and persona of all and every of the proprietora and 
inhnbitanta of the aaid province and territory fur the avrvioo of 
the King, in the necessary defence and support of his government 
of the province, and the protection and preservation of hia aub- 
jeota therein ; the deaign and tendency of which appear in too 
oonapicuoua a light to need any comment, and are too alarming to 
admit of silence, as silence may be construed into acquiescence. 
We, therefore, resolve, — 

'' Firat. That the diapoaal of their property ia the inherent 
right of freemen ; that there ia no property in that which an- 
other can of right lake from na without our oonaent; that the 
claim of Parliament to tax America, ia, in other words, a claim of 
right to lay oontrlbutiona on ua at pleasure. 

'* Secondly. That the duty imposed by Parliament u|>on tea 
landed in America, la a tax on llio Ameriuans, or levying otm- 
tributiona on them without their consent. 

"Thirdly. That the express pnrpoae for which the tax ia 
levied on the Americana, vis., for the aupport of government 
and ad mi niat ration of juatioe, and the defence of hia majeaty'a 
dominiona in America, baa a direct tendency to render aa- 
aembliea uaeleaa, and to introduce arbitrary government and 
alavery. 

"Fourthly. That a virtuoua and ateady oppoaition to the 
rainiaterial plan of governing America is neooaaary to preserve 
even a ahodow of liberty, and ia a duty which every freeman 
in America owea to hia country, to himaelf, and to hia poa- 
terity. 

" Fifthly. That the reaolution lately come into by the Baat 
India Company, to aend out their teaa to America aubjeot to the 
payment of duties on ita being landed here, ia an open attempt 
to enforce the ministerial plan, and a violent attack on the 
liberties of America. 

"Sixthly. That it is the duty of every American to oppose 
this attempt. 

"Seventhly. That it aflTords the greatest aatiafaotion to the 
inhabitants of this town to find that his Mojesty's subjects in 
the American colonies, and of this Province in particular, are 
so thoroughly awakened to a sense of their danger, arising from 
encroach 111 eiits made on their conutitutional rights and liberties, 
and that so firm a union is established among them ; and that 
they will ever be ready to join their fellow-subjects in all laudable 
measures for the redress of the many grievances wo labour 
under. 

" After the said report having been several times road, upon 
a motion made, the question was put, whether the same bo ac- 
cepted and be recorded in the town's l>ook of rooorda nnd a 
copy thereof tent to the town clerk, to the Committee of Corre- 
apondenoe of the town of Boston ; and it passed in the affirma- 
tive." 



In 1774, Aug. 17, the town adopted the following 
agreement^ as reported by a oommittee, but stayed all 
further prooeedings until the report of the Continental 
Congress : 

" We the subsoribera taking into our serious oonslderation 
the present diatreeaed atate of Amerloa, and in particular of 
thif devoted Province, oeoaaioned by aeveral late nnoonatita- 
tional acta of the Uritiah Parliament for taxing Amerioaiis 
without their oonaent, — blocking up the port of lloaton, — va- 
cating our charter, that solemn compact between the king and 
the people reapocting oertain lawa of thia Province, heretofore 
enacted by oar General Court and oonfirmed by hia Majesty 
and hia predeceaaors. Wo feel oaraelvea bound aa we regard 
our inestimable constitution, and the duty we owe to sucooediug 
generations, to exert oaraelvea in thia peaceable way, to recover 
our loat and preaerve our remaining privileges, yet not without 
grief for the diatreaaea that may hereby be brought upon our 
brethren in (Iroat Hritain, wo aolouinly eovoiinut and engage 
to and with each otlier, vis. : 

"1st. That we will not import, purohase, or consume, nor 
suffer any person or persona to, by, for, or under ua to import, 
purohaae, or oonaume, in any manner whatever, any gooda, 
warea, or merchandise which ahall arrive in Ameriea from 
Great Britain, from and after the firat day of October, one thou- 
aand aeven hundred and aeventy-fonr, until our eharter and 
oonatitntional righta ahall be reatored ; or until it ahall be de- 
termine<l by tlie major part of our brethren in thia and the 
noigh boring oolonioK, that a non-Importation, or a non-oonaump- 
tion agreement will not effect the desirod end ; or until it shall 
be apparent that a non -Importation or non-oonaumptlon agreo- 
ment will not bo entered inU» by thia and the neighboring «mi|- 
oniea, exoept druga and medieinea, and auoh artlolea, and aueh 
only aa will be abaolutely neoeaaary In earrying on our own 
manufacturea. 

" 2dly. That in order to prevent, aa far aa In ua Ilea, any in- 
oonveniencea that may ariae from the diauae of foreign eons- 
moditiea, we agree that we will take the moat prudent ears for 
the raiaing and proaerving aheep, flax, ete., for the manufao- 
turing all aueh woollen and linen cloths aa ahall be moat uaeful 
and necoaaary, and that we will give all poaaihie aupport and 
encouragement to the manufacturea of Ameriea in general." 

1774, Sept. 21. (Col.) Bonjainin Lincoln was chosen 
to attend a Provincial Congress at Concord. In Oc- 
tober, 1774, the town " recommended to the militia 
officers to assemble their men once in a week, and in- 
struct tlioin in the art of war, i^c." Tii Noveiubcr 
the collectors of taxes were directed to pay all moneys 
collected to Henry Gardner, Esq., of Stow, appointed 
treasurer by the Provincial Congress. 

Dec. 26, 1774. Benjamin Lincoln was chosen to 
represent the town in the Provincial Congress to be 
held at Cambridge, in the ensuing February, and on 
the same day a committee was appointed to drad a 

^ This agreement or covenant was reported by a committee 
consisting of the following gentlemen, via. : Deacon Joahua 
Ilersey, Col. Donjamin Lincoln, Deacon Theophilus Gushing, 
Deacon Honjamin Gushing, Mr. Samuel Norton, Mr. Joseph 
Andrews, Mr. Israel Real, Jacob Gushing, Esq., Mr. Knooh Lin- 
coln, Mr. Heman Lincoln, Mr. Thomas Loring, Capt. 

Jones, Mr. James Fearing, Mr. Jabes Wilder, Jr., Mr. llexekiah 
Gushing. 
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petition to the elergjinen, requesting tliem, if they 
thought it consistent with their duty, to enooumge 
the people to comply with the assoctcUwn, so called, 
of the (^ntinentnl Congress. A petition wns reported 
by the committee and presented by another committee 
of nine, to Rev. Messrs. Gay and Shute. They com- 
plied with the ref|ucst of the town. Each of them 
addressed the people at the next town-meeting, for 
which the town gave them a vote of thanks. In Jan- 
uary, 1775, the town cho«e a committee to take into 
oonsidenition the state of the militia.' 

May 24, 1775. Benjamin Lincoln was chosen to 
represent the town in the Provincial Congress, then 
sitting at Watertown, and at the same meeting Ben- 
jamin Lincoln, Benjamin Cnshing, and David Cush- 
ing were chosen a committee to correspond with other 
towns in this province. 

1775, July 10. Benjamin Lincoln was chosen to 
represent the town in the General Court to be held at 
Watertown on the 19th of that month, agreeably to a 
resolve of the Continental Congress. In August, 
Enoch Lincoln was chosen to attend the General 
Court tlion Hitting. 

During the year 1775, it appears by the select- 
men's and town records, that money was raised and 
disbursements were frequently made, to improve the 
condition of the militia, and to provide arms and 
ammunition to bo used on any emergency. 

1771), March 18. Tlieophilus (pushing, h\m]., John 
Fearing, Thomas Loring, Israel Beal, and Peter Ho- 
bart were clumcn a Committee of Correspondence, In- 
spection and Safety. 

On the 23d of May, Enoch Lincoln, Theophilus 
Gushing, and John Fearing were chosen representa- 
tives to the General Court ; and Benjamin Lincoln, 
Ilczekinh Gushing, and Deacon Joshua Ilersey were 
appointed a coniinittce to prepare instructions for the 
representatives. 

" As the important crisis of the declaration of in- 
dependence of the colonies approached, and with it an 
excitement which extended universally throughout 
the country; when the rep(!ated aggressionH of Great 
Britain upon llic ri<^lil8 of the colonies had roused a 
spirit of iiidi<:nuti()n in some breast.^, and created 
despondency and pusilliininiity in others; at a time 
when ciK^rgy and decision were most needed, tlie ful- 
lowin*^ manly and independent instructions were given 
by the town to their rcpresentAlivcs. They were 
drawn up l)y the committee before mentioned : 



> Col. [iinroln, Enoch Ijinroln, Jothniii Loring, iSannicI Nor- 
Inti, .liu-oli l.ouvill, Siiniiiol Tliaxior, anil Svlli Stoworn coni|K)H(Ml 
the coniinilti'O. 



" To Bnoek Lincoln, Tk€opkiln» Onthing, and John Fearing : 

" Orrtlrmrw, — Yoa aro delegated to represent the Town of 
Ilingbnni in the next General Court, to bo held in thii oolonj ; 
and although wo entertain the highest sense of your integrity, 
patriotism, and ability, of which we have given full evidenoe 
in appointing you to this weighty tmst, yet as matters of the 
greatest iniportanoe, relative to the freedom and happiness not 
only of this, but of all the United Colonies, on which you may 
wish to have the advice of your oonstituentf, will come before 
you for your determination, you are instructed and directed at 
all times to give your rote and interest in support of the pres- 
ent struggle with Great Dritain ; we ask nothing of her but 
' Peace, Liberty, and Safetjf ;* you will never recede from that 
claim ; and agreeably to a resolve of the late Ilouse of Repre- 
sentatives, in case the honourable Continental Congress declare 
themselves independent of the Kingdom of Great Britain, eol^ 
emnljf to engage in behalf of yonr eonatitnenl»f that they will, 
with their uvkk and roKTURMt, enpport them in the meoMnre, 

** You will alflo, as soon as may be, endeavour to procure a 
more equal representation of this colony in General Assembly ; 
and that it be by fewer members tbiin at present the several 
towns have a right to return ; and when this is effooted you 
will give your vote for calling a new house. 

"Bbicjamir LiROOLN, 7*oN>N Clerk,** 

The Committee of Correspondence, Inspection, and 
Safety, chosen in March, 1777, were Isreal Deal, 
Samuel Norton, John Fearing, Poter Cushing, 
Thomas Loring, Peter Hobart, and Theophilus Cush- 
ing. 

^* In May, Mr. Enoch Lincoln was chosen to repre- 
sent the town in the General Court. He was in- 
structed to assist in forming a constitution, on the 
condition that it should bo laid before the town 
*for their approbation or disapprobation, before the 
establishment thereof.* In June following, the town 
reconsidered their previous vote instructing the repre- 
sentative, and voted * that, upon nuiture deliberation^ 
this town direct said representative on no terms to oonr 
nent to ttj but to use his influence and oppose it 
heartily, if such an attempt should be made : for, we 
apprehend, this matter, at a suitable time will come 
before the people at large, to delegate a select number 
for that purpose, and that only, and that he exert his 
influence that such body be formed as soon as may be.* 

** The town, at this important period, was ever vigi- 
lant and watchful of its own interests and of those of 
the country. In June, 1777, Mr. Israel I}e;il was 
appointed * to procure evidence against such persons 
as are Ruspected of being inimical Xx) this and the 
United States of America in this town.* 

'* In 1778, the Committee of Correspondence, etc. 
were Tliomas Burr, Jacob Leavitt, Abel Hersey, 
Enoch Wliiton, and Peter Ilobart. The representa- 
tives chosen in May were Knoeli Lincoln and Joseph 
Thaxter. 

*' In June the town vot-ed 'not to accept of the 
form of government proposed by the General Court > 



1070 



HISTORY OP PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 



for tlio State of Mnssachusotts Bay. Fifty-six votes 
against the proposed form of government and not one 
in favor of it.* At the same time, instructions wore 
given to the representative * to use his influonoo that 
a oonstitution be formed, at some suitable time, hy a 
body chosen hy tlie people for thcU purpose and thai 
only.* 

*^ The Committee of Correspondence, etc., in 1779, 
were Samuel Norton, Dr. Thomas Thaxter, Capt. 
Theophilus Wilder, Capt. Charles Cushing, and Jo- 
seph Thaxter. 

" In May, Mr. Joseph Thaxter, Jr., was chosen 
representative to the General Court. At the same 
time the views of the citizens were again expressed on 
the subject of a constitution. It was voted, 42 to 8, 
that * it is not best at this time to have a new form of 
government.' In July, Rev. Daniel Shute and Mr. 
Joseph Thaxter were chosen delegates to the conven- 
tion for forming a constitution. 

^* In 1780 the Committee of Correspondence, etc., 
were Israel Beal, Capt. Charles Cushing, Ebenezer 
Cushing, Joshua Leavitt, and Isaac Wilder, Jr. 

*' In May a large committee was chosen ' to exam- 
ine the form of government proposed by the lato con- 
vention/ to report at the next meeting. 

" The committee reported as follows : 

"The coDimitioo appointed to take into considemtion the 
frame of a constitution for this state, presented to the town for 
their consideration and revision, by the convention appointed 
for preparing the same, having carefully gone through and ma- 
tarely considered the said frame of a oonstitution, humbly offer 
it as our opinion ; that it is a system well calculated in general 
to promote the present and future happiuess of this Htato; by 
securing to the individuals of which it is composed safety and 
property ; at once guarding the rights of consciuuco, and makiug 
provision for the promotion of virtue and morality, each abso- 
lutely necessary to the support and good order of society ; in 
fine, that while It gives energy and dignity to legal authority, 
it equally insures peace, liberty, and safety to the subject; yet 
it is an human production, and, though good as a system, may 
possibly admit of amendment in some of its parts; we have 
therefore taken the liberty to hint the following, vis. : In the 
article of the first section, of the 2d chapter, it is proposed that 
the governour be empowered, with the advice of the council, in 
the recess of the General Court, to march or transport the in- 
habitants of this state to the relief of a neighbouring state in- 
raded, or threatened with immediate invasion; this we owe as 
men, besides we are taught it by a principle of policy. It is 
apparent that while time luay be spent in collecting the (ionoral 
Court, destruction may be brought upon our neighbours, and 
war with all its consequences come even to our own'doora, thou- 
sands of lives may be lost and millions of property expended, 
that by timely exertion might bo saved ; add to this the articles 
of confederation bind us to grant which can only bo but by vest- 
ing the governour with such power. 

** In the fourth section of the same article, first, it is proposed 
that the time of service of the commissary general be limited to 
five years, except in time of war or rebellion, upon the same 
principle and for the same reasons that the time of service of 
the treasurer is limited to that time. 



"Tour oommlttoe reoommend that the town instmet their 
dolc^tes to use thoir endeavours that the foregoing aiueiiil- 
ments be made ; but if that cannot bo obtained, that they than 
aooept the oonstitution as it now stands ; oonvinood of the leal, 
Integrity and abilities of our dologatos, the eouimltt«H) reoom- 
mend that it ba referred to tham in oonjunetion with the united 
wisdom of the eonvention to flz npon a time when the eoneU- 
tution shall take place. Signed by order and in behalf of the 
committee. Thomas Lorimo, OAatmtaa. 

" Votes were passed by the town in aooordance with 
the report of the committee. 

'*The representative chosen in May, 1780, was 
Capt. Charles Cushing. At the same nieoliiig Ilev. 
Daniel Shute was elected delegate to the oonventioQ 
for establishing a new form of government. The town 
eventually voted for the adoption of the oonstitutiun, 
and on the 4th of September, 1780, the election of 
State officers took phice. The votes for Governor 
in Hingham were 56 ; of which Hancock had 44, and 
Bowdoin 12. 

" On the 9th of October, Capt. Charles Cushing 
was chosen representative, the first under the oonsti- 
tution. 

" The town records at this time are full of evidenoo 
of the active, persevering, and liberal efforts of the 
oitisBciis to carry on to n Ruoccssfnl termination the 
war in which the colonies were engaged with Great 
Britain. Town-meetings were frequently held, large 
sums of money raised to be expended in military 
stores, bounties to soldiers, provbions for their fami- 
lies, and generally for all necessaries to carry on the 
war. 

" Committees were appointed to inspect the militia, 
to procure soldiers, and to keep a vigilant care of the 
best interests of the people. 

" The Committee of Correspondence in 1781 were 
Samuel Norton, Capt. Charles Cushing, Heman Lin- 
coln, Capt. Peter Cushing, and Blisha Cushing, Jr. 

*' The requisitions of the State were generally com- 
plied with promptly and cheerfully. In one instance, 
however, when the General Court * required a quan- 
tity of beef or money to be sent in a very short time, 
and if not complied with, to pay a fine of twenty per 
cent.,' the town voted 'to comply therewith, pro- 
vided it be not brought as a precedent in future 
time.* 

*^ The Committee of Correspondence, &c., elected 
in 1782, were Israel Beal, John Fearing, and Theoph- 
ilus Cushing. The same gentlemen were re-elected 
in 1783. 

*' It was not by resolutions alone that the people of 
Hingham aided the cause of freedom, nor did their 
meritorious acts consist only in appropriating liberal 
supplies of money to sustain the liberties of their 
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country ; many of them hesitnted not to take up arms 
and to i^ive their lives to a cause to which they were 
80 strongly attached. In a large number of the hard- 
fought battles of the Kcvolution, from the time of the 
noble display of American valor on Breed's Hill until 
that of the brilliant achievements at York town, many 
of the oitiiens of Hingham were present sharing the 
dangers and participating in the honors of the day.* 
' In looking back/ says Mr. Lincoln, * upon the his- 
tory of this interesting period, I am aware that some 
may be found who hesitate to rally around the ban- 
ners of their country ; some, whose apprehensions of 
the result of the tremendous conflict, induced them 
to give but feeble aid to her cause, and perhaps a few 
who disapproved of the principles and disregarded 
the motives which actuated the patriots of those 
times. But it must be recorded to their credit, that 
oven the few made no resistance to the payment of 
heavy taxes ; none, openly, to the power of public 
opinion after tlie declaration of our independence, 
lloyalists as well as republicans, Tories as well as 
Whigs, gave of tlicir substance to establish the liber- 
ties of their country. The substantial yeomanry of 
the town were zealous, determined, and persevering, 
and the success of their efforts is alike honorable to 
them and to their posterity." 



CUAPTEll IV. 

KCCLKSIASTICAL UlSTORY. 

The First Parish— South Hingham Charoh— The Third Parish 
— EFangolicnl Congregational Church — Church of St. John 
the Evangelist — Universalist Church — Methodist Episcopal 
Church — First Baptist Church — Church of Zion — Roman 
Catholic Church — The Third Congregational Church — South 
Hingham Church. 

The First Parish.' — Tlie first church in Hingham 
was formed in 1635, with the Rev. Peter Hobart as 
its minister. The first house for public worship was 
erected by the first settlers of the town about 1635. 
Its situation was on a slight eminence in front of the 
present site of Derby Academy. This was the only 
place for public worship in the town for forty-five 
years. 

The Rev. Peter Hobart died Jan. 20, 1678/9, 
and I he Rev. John Norton was ordained as his suc- 
cessor Nov. 27, 1678. 



* liicut. Josojtli Andrew?, a hrnvo and prouii.sing oniccr, won 
mortnlly wounded nt the battle of Brandywinc. His vnlor on 
that occHRion nttriiotnd much atlontion. Dnioe ot decorum 08t 
pro patriii iiiori. 

' Contributed by Rev. II. Price Collier. 



Jan. 19, 1679/80, the town " agreed to build a new 
meeting-house with all convenient speed,**' and ap- 
pointed a committee to make such investigation of the 
probable site and cost as was deemed necessary. 

After a controversy lasting more than a year as to 
the proper site for the new meeting-house, the loca- 
tion was finally settled and immediate measures were 
taken to build. 

On the 8th day of July, 1681, Cnpt. Joshua Ho- 
bart conveyed to the town by deed of gifl the site for 
the meeting-house. It is the same on which the 
meeting-house now stands. 

The frame of the meeting-house was raised on the 
26th, 27th, and 28th days of July, 1681, and the 
house was finished and opened for public worship 
Jan. 8, 1681/2. The cost was four hundred and 
thirty pounds and the sum received from the sale of 
the old meeting-house. The appearance of the meet- 
ing-house was much the same as it now is. 

Inside there were galleries on one side and at both 
ends, and the pulpit was on the northeast side of the 
house. 

The whole interior was open, showing the old oaken 
rafters and braces which supported the roof. The 
walls outside and inside were clapboarded. 

Up to 1717 the town constituted but one parish; 
but Nov. 21, 1717, the inhabitants of Cohasset suc- 
ceeded, after some op]>osition, in having themselves 
set apart, and Cohasset became known as the Second 
Precinct or Parish of Hingham. The remaining in- 
habitants of Hingham not included within the limits 
of Cohasset composed the First Parish or Precinct, 
and organized as such the 6th of March, 1720/1. 

There have been many changes in the meeting- 
house since it was first built. 

In 1729 the parish voted ** that there be an addi- 
tion made to the back part of the Meeting-house, and 
that the same do not exceed fourteen feet wide or 
back." 

In 1731 the house was sealed overhead, and in 
1734 a committee was impowered to clapboard the 
outside of the same where they thought necessary, 
and also to plaster with lime as much of the inside as 
they thought proper. 

In 1755 further changes were made, and at that 
time the central space or body of the house was filled 
with long oaken seats, for the men on one side of the 
broad aisle and for the women on the other. A new 
pulpit was built in the same year, and these additions 
established the dimensions of the meeting-house as 
they now are, — i.e., seventy-three feet by fifly-five feet. 

Many other minor changes were made, most of 
them looking to a larger seating capacity, between 
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tlio years 1755 and 1869. At the pariHli-inectiDg 
held Maroh 10, 1869, it was voted 'Hhut a conimitteo 
bo chosen to consider the matter of reseating the 
lower floor of tho church/' and ascertain the probable 
expense of a new floor and new pews, and report to 
the parish at their next meeting. 

The committee was appointed by the moderator. 
Gen. Luther Stephenson, Jr., and consisted of Warren 
A. Hersey, Ebed. L. Ripley, William Fearing (2d), 
E. Waters Burr, and Henry C. Harding. The mem- 
bers of the parish committee, consisting of John K. 
Corth ell, Israel Whitcomb, and Quincy Bick noil, were 
added to the above-named committee. 

Quite extensive changes were now made, leaving 
the present condition and aspect of the meeting-house 
something as follows : " A cellar has been excavated 
under tho house of sufficiont depth, in which are 
placed two brick furnaces for heating purposes. Tho 
new sills and large floor timbers, and the columns 
supporting the same are of the best Southern pine. 
The pews are made of chestnut, with black walnut 
ends and mouldings, furnished with cushions and 
carpeted uniformly with tho aisles. 

" Tho pulpit is tho one built in 1755, with soroo 
alterations. It is of pine, and painted. 

'< An organ was placed in the gallery about 1870, 
and this has been removed to a platform on tho left 
of the pulpit." 

On Wednesday, Sept 8, 1869, the meeting-house 
was reded ica ted with appropriate ceremonies. ' 

In 1881 the parish celebrated the two hundredth 
anniversary of the building of its meeting-house ; on 
Monday the 8th of August, Mr. Charles Eliot Nor- 
ton, a descendant of the Rev. John Norton, second 
minister of the parish, delivered tho address. This 
parbh has had during its existence but seven pastors, 
not including the associate pastorship of the Rev. E. 
A. Horton. 

The first minister was the Rev. Peter Ilobart, who 
was born in Hingham, England, in 1641; he was 
minister from 1635 to 1679. The Rev. John Nor- 
ton, the second minbter, was born in Ipswich. He 
was ordained as colleague of Rev. Peter Hobart in 
1678, about two months before the death of Mr. Ho- 
bart. The Rev. Mr. Norton's pastorate was from 
1678 to 1716. 

The Rev. Ebenezer Qay, D.D., was orduined us the 
third minister of the parish in 1718, and his pastorate 
was of unusual length, from 1718 to 1787. 

The Rev. Henry Ware, D.D., born in Shcrborn, 
was tho fourth mini.ster, and he was pastor from 1787 
to 1805, when he became llollis Professor of Divinity 
in Harvard College. 



Tho Rev. Joseph Richardson, born in Billeriea, 
was minister of tho parish from 180G to 1871. 

Tho Rev. Calvin Lincoln was settled as assooiata 
pastor in 1855. 

In 1875 the Rev. Mr. Lincoln sent in his rosigoa- 
tion, but it was not accepted by the parish, and the 
Rev. E. A. Horton was inducted into the office of 
associate pastor with the Rev. Mr. Lincoln in 1877. 

The Rev. Mr. Lincoln was pastor from 1855 to 
1881. 

The Rev. Mr. Horton, now pastor of the Second 
Unitarian Church, of Boston, was associate pastor 
from 1877 to 1880. 

Thus there were but six ministers over this pariah 
from 1635 to 1881, a period of nearly two centuries 
and a half. 

Tho present pastor is tho Rev. H. Price Collier, 
who was ordained tho 29tli of September, 1882. 
From all that can be learned, aAer diligent and accu- 
rate research, it is safe to say that the old meeting- 
house of the First Parish of Hingham is the oldest 
house for public worship which exists within the 
original limits of tho United States. Though there 
have been many changes, still it remains in its es- 
sential particulars the same house that was built in 
1681. 

It would be afiectation on the part of any one at- 
tempting to recall the historical antiquities of the 
town of Hingham not to mention the name of the 
Hon. Solomon Lincoln. Even for this fragmentary 
sketch, all of the material used is culled from the 
stores of accurate historical research left by that gen- 
tleman. 

Bonth Hingham Church.' — The South Hingham 
Church was erected in 1742, aqd is well situated on 
the rock in the middle of the " Glad Tidings Plain/' 
in the township of Hingham. No better nor more 
convenient site could have been selected, being jost 
about the centre of the old territorial limits assigned 
to the parish on its formation, in 1745. The lands 
and estates sot off by new -boundaries to form the 
parish attached to the church were originally part of 
the Firbt Parish in Hingham, and the new arrange- 
ments were made final by a committee from the Gen- 
eral Court who visited the town for the purpose. This 
new parish thus formed with the title of the " Third 
Cuiigrcgationul Society in Hingham," or the Third 
Parish, was Htjt off* on the petition of u Mr. Theophi- 
his Cusliirig, ^^ in behalf of himself and others, inhab- 
itants of the southerly part of the First Parish in 
Hingham.*' This gentleman — being one of the 

' Dy Uov. A. Orosa. 



HISTORY OP niNGHAM. 



1073 



principal itihabiianta — ia worthy of notice in thia 
matter. lie was the main propriet^or of the church 
before the formation of the parish, and the House of 
Representatives — J. Quincj being Speaker — j»ranted 
to him the power to call the first raeetin<^ to choose 
precinct officers, and transact all other affairs accord- 
in*; to law. The meeting was called on May 19, 
174G, and the First Parish officers were elected to 
serve one year, himself being chosen treasurer. 

Mr. Cushing^s descendants io direct lino are now 
living, and are active members of the parish, and he 
was the fourth in lineal descent from Mr. Matthew 
Gushing, who came from England, and commenced 
the settlement of Hingham in 1638. In the year 
1740 an agreement was made between the proprietors 
of the church and parish, whereby the church be- 
came the property of the parish on the payment of a 
large sum of money, and this same Mr. Thcophilus 
Gushing then gave to the parish a quarter of an acre 
of land surrounding the building. Alterations on the 
exterior of (ho church have been made at various 
times, and the armngcment of the interior has been 
entirely changed since i(s first days. Originally the 
front faced the stmth, had a porch at the entrance, 
while there was also a door at the west side for ad- 
mittance to the galleries. The pulpit stood on the 
north side with a large sounding-board overhead, and 
was approached from the main entrance through a 
broad aisle ; old fashioned square pews covertHl most 
of the ground floor, and bare long seat« were placed 
in the gallericM. 

The first work on the exterior could not have been 
substantial, for in fourteen years aflerwards the meet- 
ing-house needed to be remodeled all round, which 
was done ; with this exception the structure remained 
unchanged until the close of the last century, when 
some alt'Crations and additions took place. A porch 
was built at the west door; the tower was built up 

(1792) from the ground floor at the east end where 
it now stands ; more pews and seats were put in, ulso 
larger and additional windows. A bell was hung 

(1793) in the tower, purchased from a firm in Hart- 
ford, Conn. The church then remained with but few 
repairs until the years 1829-30, when great changes 
took place. The south and west doors, with their 
porches, were removed, and the cast end made the front, 
this was done by widenini^ the tower on its north and 
south sides, when two doors were phiccd to form the 
entrance. This widening of the tower was carried up 
to the roof; and tlie old bell was taken down to make 
place for a InrgcT, wei«:hiiig eight hundredweight. 

At this period ulso the old pews were all removed, 
and new ones diflering in shape were substituted, and 



tho pulpit was at that time removed to the west end. 
Wc now come down to the year 1869 before any 
further and marked changes occur, but then the or- 
gan was placed in a gallery built for it at the west 
end, the pew doors were taken off, and the church 
cleaned and carpeted. Twelve years subsequent to 
that date the present clocks were placed in the tower 
and church. Turning from these changes in the 
building we find the parish took its present title of 
the Second Parish in Hingham in tho year 1771, 
when Gohassct was incorporated and no longer a dis- 
tinct part of Hingham. From the old records of 
parish meetings, made by the successive clerks from 
the earliest date, we gather a few ecclesiastical usages ; 
the business was always transacted at a meeting made 
legal by a due notice to the inhabitants, published at 
least more than two Sundays previous ; the ministers 
were settled for life, and their salary and tho money 
for the other expenses of the parish raised by taxation. 
This was uniformly the case at least up to tho early 
dcc^idcs of the present century, and the officers of the 
parish had power to issue a warrant against "de- 
linquents." Parishioners would sometimes pay their 
taxes by work done for the minister. The management 
of the schools of the parish was directed at the annual 
meeting of the society, their portion of money being 
drawn from the town treasury to defray the expenses 
thus incurred. In the earliest time the meeting would 
decide the precise regulating of tho schools, but later 
on, towards the years 1780 and upwards, it was the 
cust4)m to appoint a committee. Tho parish officers, 
viz., assessors, treasurer, and clerk, were annually 
sworn before a justice of the peace. It was the cus- 
tom to ring the bell at nine o*clock in the evening ; a 
sexton was appointed for the purpose, who had also 
to ring at funerals, and at one particular time to an- 
nounce by the bell the day of the month. The first 
pews placed in the church were sold by auction, and 
became the property of purchasers and their heirs by 
a legal deed, and as new pews were put in, they were 
sold annually to the highest bidders, who might use 
them for one year. These are a few of the precise 
customs which have gradually passed away. 

It now remains to notice the ministers who have 
had the charge of the society. The parish has been 
singularly fortunate at times in settling notable and 
talented men, but never more so than in the case of 
their lirst minister, the llev. D. Shute, D.D., who was 
born at Maiden in 1722. lie was a student at Har- 
vard, and graduated in 1743, then settled with this 
parish at its formation, and passed the whole of his 
sul)8e(|uent long life in South Hingham as tho minis- 
ter of the society. The extant records and local tra- 
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ditions declare him to havo been a man of strong 
intellect and fine moral character, with broad and lib- 
eral religious ideas, while he had a dbposition and 
parts to please and profit his people to no common 
degree, both in his ministrations and ordinary inter- 
course with them. He was thoroughly public-spir- 
ited, and twice became the public servant, rendering 
good service to the comnion wealth, being appointed 
by the citizens a member of the convention which 
formed the Constitution of Massachusetts, and also a 
member of that which adopted the Constitution of 
the United States. Mr. Shuto also preached the ar- 
tillery election sermon in 1767, and the election ser- 
mon before the Legislature in 1768, which were duly 
published. His funeral sermon on Dr. Gay, the min- 
ister of the First Parish, was a notable one, and is 
now in a printed form. He passed a busy life as a 
minister, as a teacher preparing young men for Har- 
vard, and as a public man, and built a house which is 
to this day one of the best in tlie whole town. With 
wisdom and heart to serve his people and country, he 
lived to a good old age, and died Aug. 30, 1802, in 
the fiAy-sixth year of his ministry, when he was 
eighty years old. 

The llev. Nicholas Bowes Whitney was the col- 
league of Dr. Shute for two years. This gentleman 
continued to be the clergyman of the parish until 
1833, and died in 1835. He was the last minister 
settled for Hfe. Mr. Whitney was succeeded .by the 
Rev. Warren Burton, who remained two years, and 
subsequently became the author of " Helps to Edu- 
cation," published by a Boston firm. 

The years 1836 and 1837 the parish was served by 
Rev. T. Lewis Russell, and again by the same gentle- 
man in 1842 to 1849, and also 1853 and 1854. Mr. 
Russell was an eminent scientist, and was especially 
distinguished by his knowlciige of natural history. 
During the interval of Mr. Russell's first and second 
ministry Rev. Lyman Maynard was the minister. 

The next minister for any length of time was Rev. 
W. Travis Clarke, who was at South Hingham from 
1855 to 1859. The Rev. J. L. Hatch became the 
minister in 1862, and stayed two years. A Rev. Mr. 
Sawyer and a Rev. J. Suvary were then the ministers 
in succession for short periods, and in 1870 the Rev. 
A. G. Jennings settled with the parish, who stayed 
eleven years, — a public-spirited gentleman who did 
much to bring about an improvement in the system of 
education of the town. He was appointed the scliool 
superintendent by the citizens of Ilinghara, and held 
that office for nine years. Mr. Jennings was succeeded 
by Rev. W. I. Nichols in 1881, who was an ardent 
advocate in all social reform movements, but who re- 



signed in 1883, and was followed by the present pas- 
tor of the society, tlie Rev. A. Cross. 

The Evangelical Congregational Choreh, 
Hingham Centre.' — In the month of August, 
1847, Rev. U. Porter Dyer, upon the invilntion of 
the Norfolk Conference of Churches, visited Hing- 
ham, and inquired into the practicability of establish- 
ing Evangelical Congregational preaching in this 
ancient town. 

He found that religious services had been held in 
the old town hall, by Rev. Mr. Loring, and reported 
that one hundred and thirteen dollars could bo raised 
for the support of preaching, provided there was a 
prospect of a permanency in the enterprise. 

In September, 1847, Mr. Dyer, made an engage- 
ment to preach in the old town hall one year, the 
Norfolk Conference contribnting to his support. 

In October a Sunday-school was formed ; and i)ou. 
21, 1847, a church of eleven members was organized. 
Asa H. Holden was chosen deacon. During the fol- 
lowing year the present church ediOce was built, and 
Mr. Dyer, in September, the close of his engagement, 
was invited to settle as pastor of the church and 
society. 

This invitation was accepted, and Rev. K. Porter 
Dyer w:ih installed iirst pastor of the Kvaiigeliual 
Congregational Church Jan. 4, 1849; at which time, 
also, the present house of worship was dedicated. 

The pastoral relations of Mr. Dyer closed in Sep- 
tember, 1863, afVer a faithful service of sixteen years. 
September, 1858, Caleb S. Hunt was elected deacon, 
which position he held until his death, Oct. 17, 1876. 

February, 1877, Samuel 0. Bailey and Jacob 0. 
Sanborn wore elected deacons. 

Rev. Henry W. Parker supplied the pulpit a year 
or more, commencing MarcH, 1864. 

Rev. Henry W. Jones was installed pastor May, 
1866, and was dismissed by a council June 7, 1871. 

Rev. Austin S. Oarver was ordainetl and installed 
pastor Oct. 31, 1872, and closed his lal>ors with this 
church July, 1875. 

In September, 1875, Rev. Edward C. Hood, by 
invitation of the church and society, became acting 
pastor. With the beginning of the year 1878, the 
weekly offering system was introduced, which provc<l 
very successful, and has been continued until the 
pre.sent time (July, 1884). Through the efforts of 
Mr. Hood the church edifice was repaired, an organ 
was placed in the audience-room, and a piano was 
procured for the vestry. He acted as the pastor of 
the church seven years, and in September, 1882, re- 
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signed to take charge of the Congr^tional Church, 
West Medford, Mass. 

Tlie church was without a pastor until July 11, 
1883, when Rev. Edward E. Robinson was ordained 
and installed as its pastor. 

Mr. Robinson is a graduate of Union Theological 
Seminary, Now York City, and this is his first settle- 
ment. The church is unusually prosperous, and a 
goodly number are uniting with it by profession. 
Althou«i:h for thirty years it has been aided by the 
Massachusetts Home Missionary Society, it is now 
self-sustaining, and the parish is free from debt. 

The church edifice is in good repair, and the mem- 
bers of both church and parish are well united in 
Christian work. 

Church of St. John the Evang^elist* — The his- 
tory of the establishment of the Episcopal Church in 
Ilingham extends back over many years. Away 
back in 1824, Daniel Bassett, Esq., a very zealous 
churchman, fitted up a suitable hall to use for the 
services of the Episcopal Church. These services 
were well attended for a while, but there were so few 
who hud any real interest that finally they were dis- 
continued. About the year 1840 the llev. Mr. Cut- 
ter, of Hanover, and the Rev. Mr. Robinson, of 
Quiney, united to make another attempt to hold ser- 
vices in the same hall. They were assisted by clergy- 
men stopping in the vicinity during the summer. 
The Rev. Mr. Snow, a missionary, oflieiatcd a part of 
the time, but was giving his attention to Plymouth 
also, and concluded that that was a more promising 
place for establishing the church. The efforts at 
Hingham were therefore abandoned. The families 
of Mr. Daniel Bassett and of Mr. Atherton Tilden, 
now residing in Dedham,^were the only ones identi- 
fied with the church at that time. 

As early as 184'5 services were again hold in a hall 
owned by Daniel Bassett and loaned and fitted up for 
the purpose. The seats were numbered like pews, 
and a special lot of prayer-books were procured, 
bound in sheep-skin and stamped on the outside in gilt 
letters, *' Episcopal Church, Ilingham.'* Several of 
these old prayer-books still remain in use. The in- 
terest in the services was not strong or widespread 
cMiough, and tliey were finally discontinued. 

The interest again revived in 1869, and a new at- 
tempt was made to maintain the services of the church 
in Hingham. On the tii*st Sunday after Trinity, May 
30th of that year, the Rev. Thomas W. Street, rector 
of Trinity Church, Weymouth, held an evening ser- 
vice in Loring Hall. About one hundred persons 

' By Ucv. Charles L. Wells. 



attended, and the services were held through that sum- 
mer. 

In the fall, however, they were discontinued, though 
occasionally held during the two succeeding summers. 
During the following years most of the church people 
were regular attendants at Christ Church, Quinoy, or 
at Trinity Church, Weymouth, each church being 
about six miles distant. 

There were earnest and devoted souls who, firmly 
convincetl of the power and divine appointment of the 
church and its perfect adaptation to the real religious 
needs of all people, would not despair, and in 1879, 
on the fourth Sunday afler Trinity, July 6th, services 
were held by the Rev. Julius H. Ward, of Boston, 
in Southworth's Hall. These services were Continued 
every Sunday during the summer, and at least twice 
monthly during the winter, the Rev. T. A. Snively, 
then rector of- Christ Church, Quiney, and the Rev. 
George S. Bennett, rector of All Saints Church, Dor- 
chester, having charge. In November of the same 
year a Sunday-school was started. During the sum- 
mer of 1881 the congregation was in charge of the 
llev. P. C. Webber, and during the succeeding winter 
in charge of Mr. Sherrard Billings as lay reader, then 
a candidate for holy orders, and a student at the 
Cambridge Theological School. 

On the Ist of July, 1881, a lot of land on Main 
Street, at the head of Water Street, was purchased for 
a thouHand dollars, and a fund started for the erection 
of a church. 

At Easter, 1882, the congregation organized as 
a mission, with the choice of Dr. Charles H. Alden, 
warden; Mr. T. E. Harlow, treasurer ; and Mr. H. 
C. Lahee, clerk. The Rev. Charles L. Wells was 
placed in charge of the mission July 1, 1882. 

Services were continued in the hall, but as its ac- 
commodations wore liniitod and its inconveniences 
many, special exertions were made to increase the 
amount of the building fund so as to justify proceed- 
ing to build. By the efforts of the Woman's Guild 
a sale was held during the summer of 1882, which 
netted about four hundred dollars. This, together 
with amounts subscribed by members of the congre- 
I gation and by generous churchmen in Boston, enabled 
I the officers to begin the work, and the ground was 
broken in November of that same year. Mr. E. A. 
P. Newcomb, a noted architect of Boston and a de- 
voted churchman, very kindly gave the plans and 
much of his time and personal supervision. The 
work progressed during the winter and spring, and an 
exceedingly pretty church was finished and consecrated 
June 5, 1883, by the lit. llev. Benjamin II. Pad- 
dock, Bishop of Massachusetts. 
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About thirty clergymen assisted in the services, 
nud many friends among the hiity from Boston and 
elsewhere were present. 

The church is of wood, about sixty feet long by 
twenty -four wide, and will seat one hundred and 6fty 
persons. It is built in the colonial style, and the in- 
terior is richly painted in peacock blue and Pompoian 
red. The high wainscotting and ash pews are stained 
with a rich old oak color, while the chancel-rail and 
furniture is of solid oak. The windows are stained 
glass, amber shading into peacock blue. 

It is already the recipient of many beautiful and 
valuable gifts: the chancel-window, in memory of 
George and Mury Parkman ; the large window in 
the west end, in memory of Mary Woodward Long, 
wife of the Hon. John D. Long. The chancel fur- 
niture and a beautiful font, also of oak, have been 
given by various friends. A fine church-organ was 
presented by St. Paul's Church, Stockbridge. The 
chalice and paten, of silver and gold, beautifully en- 
graved and inscribed, were sent in a brass-mounted 
oak box, from the church in Hingham, England, as a 
sign and seal of devoted Christian brotherhood. A 
lectern and bishop's chair, very massive and elab- 
orately carvc^d, were in use for many years in the old 
church in Hingham, England, dating back to the 
middle of the fourteenth century (1350 A.D.), have 
been presented, with very pleasant words of cordial 
and intimate church relationship, to the church in 
Hingham, New England. 

All the church property has been deeded over to 
the trustees of donations, who hold it in trust for the 
use of the Episcopal Church forever. 

The church is free, and a cordial invitation is ex- 
tended to all to unite in the services. In the winter 
the congregations arc not so large, but in the summer 
there are regular attendants from the summer visitors 
at Nantasket and Cohasset, as well as at Hingham, 
among whom arc many of our most prominent and 
devoted churchmen. 

TTniversalist Society.^ — This religious body was 
organized at a meeting of several members of the 
First Universalist Society of Scituate, Mass. (now 
known as West Scituate, a part of the town of South 
Scituate), at the house of Capt. Charles W. Cushing, 
in Hingham, on Saturday evening, Nov. 1, 1823. 

The object in meeting with the Scituate society 
was because of the mutual sympathy existing between 
the believers of the same faith in both towns, and an 
earnest desire to strengthen the cause by the forma- 
tion of an additional society. 



By Edmund Ileney (2d). 



In the articles of agreement occurs the following 
statement : '* We, whoso names are hereunto sub- 
scribed, being sensible of the unchangeable and uni- 
versal love of God to mankind, exhibited in the Re- 
deemer, and in humble thankfulness to 11 im for 
disposing our hearts to unite together in the bonds 
of Christian love and fellowship, think it our duty, as 
tending to the good order of society in general, and 
the improvement and edification of each other in par- 
ticular, to fonn ourselves into a Church of Christ, 
which, we conceive, consists of a number of believers 
united together in the confession of the faith of the 
gospel." 

The corner-stone of the church edifice used by this 
society was laid May 18, 1829, when prayer was 
offered by Rev. Sebastian Sireeter, and the house of 
worship dedicated on the 19th of September, 1829, 
on which occasion the sermon was delivered by Rev. 
Hosea Ballou. 

Among those who have been pastors of the society 
were Rev. T. J. Greenwood (deceased). Rev. J. P. 
Atkinson, Rev. A. A. Folsom (deceased), Rev. J. F. 
Dyer, Rev. S. A. Davis, Rev. J. H. Parnsworth, 
Rev. J. W. Talbot, Rev. M. M. Preston (deeeiised), 
Rev. A. Case (deceased), Rev. J. D. Cargill, Rev. K. 
Partridge (deceased), Rev. J. K. Daven|H)rt, Rev. 
Phebe A. Hanaford, and Rev. D. P. Livermore. 

The society at the present time has no pastor. 

Soon ader the formation of the society, and for 
many years following, the church ordinances were ad- 
ministered at stated times to all of its members who 
felt it a privilege to join in the observance of the 
Lord's Supper. During the pastorate of Rev. Mr. 
Cargill, in 1856, a church was formed distinct from 
the society, but composed chiefly, if not entirely, of 
its members, at which time the Winchester Confession 
of Faith was adopted. The following persons are its 
officers : Deacons, Samuel W. Marsh, George llerscy ; 
Clerk, Franklin Hcrsey; Treasurer, George Horsey. 

The Sunday-school connected with the society has 
usually been in a flourishing condition. Its average 
membership Wiis for a long series of years upwards 
of one hundred and twenty-five, and it is still doing 
active work. 

Three ordinations have taken place in this church, 
viz., Rev. J. P. Atkinson, Rev. John Nichols, and 
Rev. P. A. Hanaford. 

It is worthy of notice that, while Hingham, Mass., 
is celebrated for having wiihin its borders the oldest 
church edifice in the United States now woi-shipcd in, 
it will henceforth be known as the town in which was 
ordained and installed the first woman minister in 
Massachusetts. 
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Methodist Episcopal Church/ — This station was 
formerly a part of Hcttuate Station. A class of about 
a dozen members was formed in the year 1818, by 
Rev. Edward T. Taylor (of Bethel fame), and there 
was occasional preaching at Brother Robert Gould's 
house. 

The first Methodist meeting-house was dedicated 
July 3, 1828, funds for building being given by Rev. 
Stephen Puffer, a local preacher residing in the town. 
The dedicatory sermon was delivered by Rev. John 
Newland Maffit. The first stationed minister was Rev. 
Samuel Heath. Since that time forty-four preachers 
have been stationed at Hingham, prominent among 
thoni Stephen Puffer, Ralfih W. Allen, David Wise, 
James Mudge, George W. Bates, Amos Binncy, Levi 
Daggett, A. H. Newton, Daniel Webb, Robert Clark, 
William II. Starr, George E. Fuller, Merritt P. Al- 
derman, James H. Nutting, Joseph 0. Thompson, 
Angelo Carroll. 

The first mectiiig-houso lot and building was trans- 
ferred in July, 1828, to a board of trustees. In De- 
cember, 1845, alterations were made, as the society 
had grown in numbers and influence. 

In May, 1867, while the church was under the 
charge of Rev. George E. Fuller, the building was 
moved back some thirty feet, raised sufficiently to add 
vestries, three in number. A new front, with steeple, 
was added, giving the building an entirely diflcrcnt 
appearance. The vestries wore fiuiHhed in December, 
18()7, dodicat4Ml on the 17th, the audionce-rooni com- 
pleted and dedicated the following spring. Nearly 
four thousand dollars expense was reported by build- 
ing committee, all but nine hundred and forty-six 
dollars of which was paid by selling pews, lectures, 
etc. Brother Alderman reduced the debt very ma- 
terially, if, |N)aMibly, not eaneo.Iing it during his stay. 

in 1882 another change was made. It was found, 
upon examining the spiles on which the back part of 
the building rested, they were in an unsafe condition, 
and as a piece of land on the opposite side of the 
street could be obtained for four hundred dollars, the 
trustees removed without further delay, the moving, 
etc., not to exceed one thousand dollars. The building 
was accordingly removed, without any difHculty, to 
the corner of Thaxter, facing South Street. 

In 1883 the widow of llcv. Stephen Puffer wrote 
to the Irustecs, saying she had for a long time wished 
to have a parsonngc in llinghnni, ofTcring seven hun- 
dr(M] dollars towards the bnildins:. At once the land 
back of the church, facing Thaxter Street, w;is pre- 
pared, a cellar dug, and building commenced. 
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Mrs. Puffer being pleased with the promptness of 
the work, gave three hundred dollars more to complete 
it. as her gill to the Hingham Church. Through 
extra exertions of the brethren and sisters, it was 
comfortably furnished by the 3d of July, when Rev. 
Arthur Thompson, the present pastor, brought his 
young bride and took possession. During the lapse 
of years, since the first class was formed, there have 
been many changes. Very many have gone home 
rejoicing. 

Others are scattered over the earth ; some of them 
are holding responsible positions ; their kindly letters, 
coming now and then to the "dear, old church,** 
prove that seeds sown early and watered by prayers 
and tears of those now growing old and feeble, are 
bringing forth an abundant harvest for the Master. 
A singular fact concerning the church and congrega- 
tion is that nine ladies have married Methodist 
ministers, several of whom are now living, co-workers 
in the vineyard of the Ijord. 

The present membership is about seventy. 

First Baptist Church.'— In the year 1818 a few 
Baptists in Hingham, Mass., gathered for their first 
prayer-meeting, which was held in the house of one 
of their number, Mr. Nathaniel T. Davis. 

Mr. Asa Wilbur, of Boston, was present, and oflen 
aderwards visited the little flock, and aided them with 
his counsels, his money, and his prayers. In the 
same year the first sermon was delivered in Hingham 
by a Baptist, Mr. Knsign Lincoln. These Baptist 
people also organized this year the first Sabbath- 
school in the town, and during the summer the at- 
tendance upon it increased to ninety. 

In the year 1820, Mr. Joshua Beal, Miss Polly 
Barnes, and Miss Nancy Studley were baptised by 
Rev. Dr. Baldwin, of Bost^m, and the scene made a 
very deep impression upon the multitude which 
gathered at the water-side. Many of those present 
had never seen a person buried with Christ by bap- 
tism, and some who were aflerwards converted dated 
their first serious convictions from this hour. 

In August, 1823, a hall, with unplastered walls 
and scats of boards, was eni^gcd at " the harbor,*' 
and in this services were held for nearly a year. 
Here souls were won to God, but the success of such 
a feeble band aroused opposition. Their assemblies 
were disturbed by the firing of guns, and by other 
noises near the hall, and a determined but futile 
attempt was made to suppress their meetings by pro- 
cess of law. Once, while quietly worshiping, they 
were locked in their hall, and no officer of law inter- 
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ferred to prevent the deed, or to punish the offenders. 
Bot persecution wrought its usual results, and the 
little band grew in numbers and in influence. A 
building was purchased in a moro quiet part of the 
town, and an upper room fitted for worship. The 
antipathy to Baptists was, however, so strong that it 
was not thought wise to make known the purpose for 
which the building was to be used, nor that it was 
to be conveyed to Baptists. A gentleman of another 
denomination consented to receive the deed in his 
own name, and afterwards transfer the property to 
the real purchasers. 

On the 9th of March, 1828, twenty persons, all 
but two being women, were publicly recognized as a 
branch of the Second Baptist Church of Boston, of 
which Rev. J. D. Knowles was then pastor. Mr. 
Harvey Ball was ordained as an evangoliHt September 
21st of the same year, and served this branch church in 
Hingham for two years. He advised and encouraged 
them to build a house of worship. A day of special 
prayer for divine guidance was set apart, and soon 
afterwards they purchased the lot on which their 
house now stands, and erected the building in which 
they still worship. It cost three thousand three hun- 
dred dollars, and was dedicated Deo. 3, 1828, amid 
much rejoicing. Dr. Sharp, of Boston, preaching the 
sermon. 

Mr. Timothy R. Cressey, a student at Newton 
Theological Institution, often supplied the pulpit after 
Mr. Ball's resignation, and, on the 5th of May, 1831, 
he was ordained, and the church recognised as an in- 
dependent body, with fifty-one members. The pas- 
torate of Mr. Cressey continued three years and a 
half, during which a vestry was built in the base- 
ment, and twenty-eight persons were received into 
the church. 

After being two years without a pastor, Mr. Water- 
man Burlingame, also a Newton student, was or- 
dained, and began his labors Sept. 27, 183G. He 
remained until Aug. 5, 1840, baptizing seventeen 
and receiving three by letter. 

The church was again pastorlcss for two years, 
when, on the 28th of September, 1842, Rev. Sereno 
Howe, who had been previously ordained as an evan- 
gelist, was installed as pastor. His term of service 
was nearly seven years, and lie received seventy -five 
persons into the fellowship of the church. In 1845 
those elms were planted in front of the church, which, 
with the hedge, now make the grounds the most 
attractive in the town. 

During the summer of 1851 the house was ruised, 
repaired, and a new pulpit and furniture added. 
The vestry also was much enlarged, and a com- 



mittee-room built in the rear. In the autaron of 
that year Mr. Jonathan Pilson was called from the 
institution at Newton, and was ordained on the 5th 
of November. His was a long and prospon>u8 poe- 
torate, ending Sept. 24, 1876. He received into the 
church one hundred and fifty-six, of whom he bap- 
tized one hundred and twenty-five. 

In April, 1877, the church extended a call to Rev. 
A. S. McLean, of Charlestown, and he was installed 
Jane 28th. He served the church, however, but a 
little more than one year, resigning July 7, 187S. 
The house of worship was repaired during his pas- 
torate, and there were some accessions. 

In December, 1876, Rev. H. M. Dean, of Dayton, 
Ohio, began the discharge of pastoral duties, and has 
continued to the present time (June, 1884). The 
progress of tlie church during this period, though not 
rapid, has been healthy ; and while there never was 
greater reason for thanksgiving for past bleasingSy 
there has probably never been a more hopeful outlook 
for the future than there is to-day. 

The first deacons were chosen in 1835, and six 
brethren have sinco served in that capacity. Tlioir 
honored names are Nichols Litchfield, Issaohar Ful- 
ler, Joshua Thayer, Joseph Ripley, licvi Ilerscy, and 
Walton V. Mead, Deacons Ripley and Mead still 
serving. Among the bequests which the church has 
received, that of Deacon Joshua Thayer, who be- 
queathed a commodious parsonage and grounds, de- 
serves especial mention. 

The church has from the first sought and relied 
upon the aid of the spirit of God. A church library 
wns founded in 1830, and the pastors, with tlie ex- 
ception of Rev. Mr. McLean, have been graduates of 
Newton Theological Institution, but the church has 
depended not on learning, nor eloquence, but upon 
the power of Qod. It has unswervingly adhered to 
evangelical truth, and to-day, as in the earlier years 
of the century, is earnestly contending for the faith 
once for all delivered to the saints. 

There is also in this town a Methodist Episcopal 
Church, culled Church of Zion, and also a Romaa 
Catholic Church. 

The Third Congregational Church was incor- 
porated Feb. 13, 1807. The following is the record : 
" An act to incorporate a number of Inhabitants of 
the North Parish of the Town of Iliiighum, in the 
county of Plymouth, into a religious Society by the 
name of the Third Congregational Society in Hing- 
ham. Dated February 13th, 1807. Approved by 
the Governor, Caleb Strong." 

The first meeting for choosing parish officers was 
held March 16, 1807, in pursuance of warrant 
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issued by Sainuol Norton, lilsq., father of the late 
IVofcRsor Norton, of Cnrabridgc. 

May 10, 1807. Parish meeting held, Gen. Ben- 
jamin Lincoln, moderator, to see if the society concur 
with the church in calling Mr. Henry Coleman to 
settle as their gospel minister. Mr. Coleman's con- 
nection with the society was dissolved March, 1820. 

Dec. U, 1820. Kcv. Charles Brooks, of Medford, 
was invited to become pastor of the society. Mr. 
Broolcs resigned Jan. 1, 1839. 

1840, Feb. 3. Rev. Oliver Stearns was invited to 
become the pastor of the society ; he remained with 
the society till Oct. 1, 1856, he having been invited 
to the presidency of Meadvtile Theological School. 

1859, Oct. 4. llev. Daniel Bowen was invited to 
become minister of the society. 

1863, March. Rev. Mr. Bowen resigned as min- 
ister of the society. 

1864, Feb. 29. Rev. Joshua Young was invited 
to become minister of the society. 

1868, December. Rev. Mr. Young resigned as 
minister of the society. 

1869, December. Rev. John Snyder was invited 
to become minister of the society. 

1872, December. Rev. Mr. Snyder resigned as 
minister of the society. 

1873, March.' Rev. William G. Todd was invited 
to become minister of the society. 

1875, December. Rev. Mr. Todd resigned as 
minisrxir of the society. 

1876, March. Rev. Dr. llonry A. Miles was in- 
vited to become the pastor of the society. 

1883. Rev. Dr. Miles asked to be relieved of the 
charge of the society as minister (but now remains as 
pastor emeritus). 

In January, 1884, Rev. A. T. Bowser was invited 
U} bocutne pastor of the church, and is the present 
incumbent. 



CHAPTER V. 

Old Colony Lodge, F. nnd A. M. — Iliiigham Mutiinl Fire In- 
Buranco Company — Ilinghani Institution for Savings — The 
Agricultural nn<l Horticultural Society — Rcproscntiiti vos from 
ir)3f) to 1884— The Press— Educational— The Derby Academy 
— The llingham Public Library. 

Old Colony Lodge, F. and A. M. — This is one of 
the oldest ]\Ia8onic bodies in the commonwealth. It 
was clhartcrcd Dec. 10, 1702, and was ori«»inally lo- 
a\lvi\ at- llanovcM*. Tbo cliaitor incnihcrfl were its 
(nllows: John Vmiiij!:, James jjewis, David Jacobs, 
Jr., Ailaiiis nail(7, (Miarles Turner, Jr., William 
Curtis, Jr., George Little. 



Their charter was signed by the following grand 
officers: John Catler, G. M. ; Joshiah Bartlett, 
S. O. W. ; Munroe Mackey, J. 0. W. ; Thomas Far- 
rington, O. S. 

The lodge first met Dec. 24, 1792, at the bouse of 
Atherton Wales, an innkeeper, in Hanover. As the 
weather was bad they agreed among themselves to 
meet at the same place on Thursday, Deo. 27, 1792, 
nt four o'clock p.m., also to notify members not pres- 
ent. At which time and place they did meet, and 
proceeded to the choice of officers. The following 
were elected : John Young, W. M. ; William Curtis, 
Jr , S. W. ; George Little, J. W. 

In 1807 the lodge was removed to llingham. In 
1832, owing to the lack of interest manifested among 
its members and the unfavorable condition of the 
lodge, it was thought advisable to return the charter 
to the grand lodge. 

Oct. 21, 1851. At a meeting of Freemasons held at 
the Union House, Hingham, a number of the breth- 
ren being present, it was voted to petition for the re- 
turn of the charter, and agreeably to said petition, on 
Dec. 10, 1851, the said charter, with all its original 
powers and privileges, was restored to the following 
brothers: Joseph Richardson, Moses Whiton, Bela 
Whiton, Royal Whiton, John Bassett, Jr., Rufus 
Lane, Benjamin I. Studly, James Gardner, James S. 
Lewis, Marshal Lincoln, Daniel Burr, Micajah Mal- 
bon. Fearing Loring. The lodge first met in Hing- 
ham Dec. 11, 1807. The first three officers in 1792 
were John Young, W. M. ; William Curtis, Jr., S. W. ; 
George Little, J. W. The following is a list of Mas- 
ters from 1792 to 1885: 1792-, John Young; 1793 
-96, Charles Turner, Jr.; 1796-1800, Benjamin 
Whitman. After this time they were elected once a 
year. 1801 , Charles Turner, Jr. ; 1802-3, Benjamin 
Whitman; 1804-6, Charles Turner; 1807-18, Jotham 
Lincoln, Jr.; 1819-20, Caleb Bates; 1821, Jotham 
Lincoln ; 1822-23, Marshal Lincoln ; 1824-26, Fear- 
ing Loring; 1827-29, Charles Fearing; 1830-31, 
Charles Gill ; (Charter returned in 1832, as previ- 
ously stated) ; 1851-54, Marshal Lincoln ; 1855-56, 
Bela Whiton ; 1857, Bela Lincoln ; 1858-59, Enos 
luring; 1860, Warren A. Hersey ; 1861-62, Edwin 
Wilder (2d); 1863-65, E. Waters Burr; 1866-68, 
Charles N. Marsh; 1869, none elected; 1870-71, 
Henry Stephenson ; 1872, Jason W. Whitney ; 1873 
-75, Charles W. S. Seymour; 1876-78, Charles T. 
Burr; 1879-80, John M. Trussell ; 1881-82, Stct- 
son FoMtAjr; 1883, A. Willis Lincoln, present incum- 
bent. At the present time the first three officers of 
the lodj^o arc A. Willis Lincoln, W. M.; Arthur L. 
Whiton, S. W. ; E. Bradley Loring, J. W. The 
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lodge has furnished for the grand lodge three 
D. D. 0. M.'b— R. W. Brothers B. Waters Burr, 
Enos Loring, and Charles W. S. Seymour. 

From Old Colony originated Konohaasett Lodge, 
of Cohassett, with Phoenix Lodge of Hanover. Old 
Colony is now in a flourishing condition, and is rap- 
idly increasing in membership. 

Hing^ham Mutual Fire Insurance Company was 
incorporated March 4, 1826, with the following offi- 
cers: Jotham Lincoln, president; David Harding, 
secretary ; and David Whiton, treasurer. 

The following is a list of officers from the incorpora- 
tion of the company to the present time : 

Presidents, Jotham Lincoln, 1826-42 (also treas- 
urer, 1833-40) ; John Deal, 1842-46 ; Solomon Lin- 
coin, 1846-64; Seth S. Hersey, 1864-71; Amos 
Bates, 1871, present incumbent. 

Secretaries, David Harding, 1826-74 (also treas- 
urer, 1867-74) ; Calvin A. Lincoln, 1874-77 ; Henry 
W. Cushing, 1877, present incumbent. 

Treasurers, David Whiton, 1826-33; Jotham Lin- 
coin, 1833-40; Francis 0. Ford, 1840-43; Rufus 
Lane, 1843-60; John J^avitt, 1860-67; David 
Harding, 1867-74; Sidney Sprague, 1874, present 
incumbent. > 

The following is a statement of the company, April 
1,1884: 

Amoant at riik $22,112,072.00 

CaahaMeta 844,636.38 

IROOMB. 

Premiami received the past year.... $50,262.08 

Net income from invested funds 17,877.71 

$68,130.70 

■Xl'NNlllTUnKS. 

Dividends paid ibe past year.. $32,158.00 
Losses by lire the past year.... 15,728.63 
Agents' commissions, salaries, 

etc 12,210.02 

60,107.45 

Profit of year's business $8,032.34 

BUMMAUr OK AHHKTH — MAnKKT YAI.UK. 

Stoolcsand bonds $154,667.87 

Mortgages snd other loans 155,074.00 

Cash in office and bsnk 15,240.01 

Interest due and accrued 10,104.50 

Real esUte. 0,500.00 

$344,636.38 

I.IAUIIJTIBS. 

Reinsurance reserve $184,035.45 

All other liabilities 300.00 

184,335.45 

Surplus over all liabilities $160,300.93 

The company has never puid a less dividend than 
sixty-five per cent, of the premium, and at one time 
a dividend of one hundred and nine per cent., or 
nine per cent, more than the original prcuiium, was re- 
turned the. assured. 



The present directors are as follows : Amos Bates, 
EnoH liorin};, Klit:l HattM, Arthur Liiic^ihi, Demorick 
Marble, Alonzo Cushing, Henry C. Harding, William 
Fearing (2d), all of Hingham, and Hufns P. King- 
man, of Brockton, and Ebenezer T. Fogg, of South 
Scituate. 

Hingham Institntion for Sayings was incorpor- 
ated April 2, 1834. The charter was granted to 
David Whiton, Henry Nye, Luther J. Barnes, their 
associates and successors. The pelUionen were 
David Whiton, Henry Nye, Luther J. Barnes, 
Daniel Bassett, Ebeneier Oay, Benjamin Thomas, 
Francis G. Ford, Rufus Lane, Seth S. Hersey, 
Caleb Oill, Jr., David Harding, Barnabas Lincoln, 
Rufus W. Lincoln, David Lincoln, Royal Whiton, 
Charles Lane, Edward Thazter, Thomas Thaxter, F. 
A. Ford, Caleb Bates. 

First President, David Whiton; Vice-Presidents, 
Benjamin Thomas, Edward Thaxter ; Secretary and 
Treasurer, David Harding; Trustees, David Hard- 
ing (secretary), David Andrews, Jr., Caleb Oill, Jr., 
Thomas Loring, Esekiel Fearing, Charles Laoe, Dan- 
iel Ba&sett, Marshal Lincoln, Zudock IlerRcy, William 
Hudson, George Lincoln, James C. Doane, John 
Beal. 

The presidents have been as follows : David Whiton, 
Daniel Bassett, David Fearing, Atherton Tilden, Isaac 
Barnes, and Daniel Bassett. 

Secretary and Treasurers, David Harding, Henry 
C. Harding. 

The first board of investment consisted of David 
Whiton (president), David Harding (treasurer). In- 
ward Thaxter, Charlos Lane, and Marshal Lincoln. 

The present board consists of Daniel Bassett (pres- 
ident), Joseph Sprague, Elijah Shute, and Edmund 
Hersey, 2d. The first deposit made Dec. 24, 1834. 
Amount of deposits (July 1, 1884), $1,754,766.06. 

The Hingham Agricultural and Hortionltnral 
Society. — It was at first an unincorporated association. 
In 1858 a common enthusiasm drew together a number 
of gentlemen interested in the cultivation of the farm 
and the garden. October 1st and 2d some twenty of 
them met at the old town house, opposite the Con- 
gregational Church. James S. licwis called them to 
order, Charles W. Cushing was chairman, and Ed- 
mund Hersey, secretary. Fearing Burr proposed the 
formation of an agricultural and horticultural society, 
and afterwards prepared, and, at the next meeting, 
October 27th, presented by-laws, which were then 
adopted. November 10th a permanent organization 
was effected, — President, Albert Fearing; Vice-Prerfi- 
dents, Solomon liincoln, David Whiton, and Charlos 
W. Cushing; Recording Secretary, Edmund Hersey; 
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Correspondiiifi: Secretary, Thomas T. Bouv^ ; Treas- 
urer, Joseph II. French ; Directors, Albert Whiting, 
Seth Sprague, Henry Gushing, Henry Ripley, John 
Stephenson, Elijah Lcavitt, Morris Fearing, Amos 
Bates, John Lincoln, Warren A. Hersey, John R. 
Brewer, and Thomas L. Whiton. 

From that onward monthly meetings were held. 
To interest all sections of the town they were held 
once each at Oasis Hnll, at Broad Bridge ; at Wilder 
Hall, South Ilingham ; and at Liberty Hall, on 
Liberty Plain ; but oflener at the town hall, until a 
little later, when a permanent resting-place was found 
in the armory, now a school-house, at the Centre. 
This was used till the erection of the present agri- 
cultural hnll. The aged minister of the First Parish, 
Joseph Richardson, and others, gave books. Citizens 
of other towns became members. The scope of the 
society embraced the science and practice of agricul- 
ture and horticulture, the improvement of animals, 
grain, fruit, and vegetables, and also of the streets, 
sidewalks, and public squares. It had no narrow 
purpose, but was really a village or county improve- 
ment society in its best and largest sense. 

The interest rose high at the first annual exhi- 
bition, Sept. 28 and 29, 1859. It shows the increase 
of values since the war, that the price of admission 
was ten cents, with no charge for children under 
twelve years of nge. The animnis were exhibited on 
an o|)en lot in IJingham Centre, opposite the house 
of Moses Whiton ; while the butter, cheese, bread, 
vegetiiblcs, manufactures, fancy articles, etc., were 
shown in the town hall. The attendance was large, 
the enthusiasm great, and the success complete. On 
the evening of the first day. President Fearing gave 
an entertainment at his house. On the morning of 
the second, a team of fifty yoke of oxen — an un- 
usual sight nowadays — was driven up Main Street, 
under the direction of Charles W. Cushing, drawing 
four groups of young ladies representing the seasons. 
On the same day the first of the now historic agri- 
cultural dinners was spread in a mammoth Yale tent 
upon the common. Sonic six hundred guests were 
ninrshalcd in nn imposing procession. Cnpt. Alfred 
C llorwjy was ohii'f luarslial. Tlio full Hostoti 
Brijiade band played inspiring airs. The escort 
consisted of the survivors of the old rifle company 
niidrr Capt. Jolin K. Corbott, and of the Lincoln 
Light Infantry, full of youth and fire, so soon to 
become historic by its response to Governor An- 
drew's first call to the front in 18G1, and then com- 
manded by Capt. Ilawkcs Fearing. The march was 
to Fount^iiii S(|uaro and back to the tent. Ilcv. 
Calvin Lincoln :isked grace. Speeches were made by 



ex-Lieutenant-Governor Simon Brown, Charles G. 
Davis, president of the Plymouth County Agricultural 
Society, and the following clergymen : Calvin Lincoln, 
Joseph Richardson, Jonathan Tilson, Chandler Rob- 
bins, and John L. Russell ; another, E. Porter Dyer, 
rend a poem. Responses were also made by the two 
military captains, and by Chief Marshal Hersey, 
James S. Lewis, and Luther Stephenson. A great 
concert in the tent in the evening crowned the suc- 
cess of the day. The financial results of this fair 
were: receipts, $348.13 ; expenses, $63.21 ; balanoie 
for the society, $284.92. Not only were the cere- 
monies of the day attractive, but the exhibition was 
deserving, the exhibits numerous and excellent, and 
the reports of the committees on various departments 
show great enterprise and merit on the part alike of 
judges and exhibitors. The show of stock was large 
and admirable in its quality. The report on orna- 
mental trees is worthy of the present interest in that 
subject. Indeed, it would be invidious to attempt to 
specify any and not mention all of the departments 
of this first exhibition. 

In the spring of 1860 a contract was made with 
Moses Whiton for some three acres of land for a term 
of years. It was fenced and furnished with pens, 
etc., for the society's use. The second exhibhion 
occurred September 26th and 27th of that year. The 
nninber at dinner was still larger than before. Among 
the speakers, the historian says, was '* John A. An- 
drew, Esq.,*' then unknown to fame, and that *' Mr. 
Andrew spoke well for one little conversant with 
agriculture." A year later his voice was ringing the 
harvest-song of freedom to the nation. 

These early years of the society were full of zeal, 
life, and promise. The membership rapidly enlarged, 
till, in November, 1864, the society was incorporated 
under the general laws. Steps were then taken to 
purchase grounds and build a hall, Mr. Fearing offer- 
ing to give five thousand dollars if the society would 
raise ten thousand dollars. More than this was ob- 
tained. In March, 1867, a special charter was granted 
by the Legislature, of which Mr. DeWitt C. Bates 
was then the member from Ilingham, authorizing the 
society to hold real and personal estate and to receive 
the bounty of the State. Under this act the society 
is now organized. The present grounds, on the cor- 
ner of East and Ijcavitt Streets, were bought, contain- 
ing about sixteen acres, and this hall was erected, the 
corner-stone having been laid July 1, 1867. It was 
dedicated Sept. 25, 1867, Solomon Lincoln delivering 
the address. There was an ode by Mrs. C. L. P. 
Stephenson and a poem by E. Porter Dyer. Fearing 
Burr was chairman of the building committee, John 
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Stephenson of the committee on grounds, and Wil- 
liam J. Nelson architect. The cost of grounds and 
hall was something over twenty-five thousand dollars. 
The largest subscriptions wore those of Albert Fear- 
ing, six thousand five hundred dollars, and John R. 
Brewer and David Whiton, one thousand dollars each. 
The rest were from ten to five hundred dollars, all 
alike creditable to the public generosity. 

Albert Fearing served as president from its insti- 
tution, in 1858, for nearly seventeen years, till his 
death, in May, 1875. He was a native of this town, 
and loyul to its welfare in a remarkable degree. An « 
eminent and successful Boston merchant, he cherished 
a deep interest in Hingham, and in it spent hb last 
years. 

He was succeeded, in May, 1875, in the office of 
president by Solomon Lincoln, who held it less than 
a year. Mr. Lincoln had been vioe-president from 
its beginning. Not a farmer, he yet was a man of 
such ripe and varied learning, and withal so thor- 
oughly identified and familiar with the history, char- 
acter, and traditions of Hingham, his native town, 
that he was invaluable to the society and to Mr. 
Fearing while the latter was its president Its liter- 
ary department and demands always found in his 
voice and pen the needed response. At Mr. Fearing's 
death the society turned at once to Mr. Lincoln as 
his successor. His failing health compelled his early 
retirement, but his interest continued during his life. 
He was succeeded, in July, 1876, after a short va- 
cancy in the oflice« by Edmund Ilci'scy, now delegate 
to the State Board of Agriculture, who maintained the 
high excellence of the society. He, in turn, having 
resigned, was succeeded, in November, 1880, by the 
present incumbent, Ebed L. Ripley. 

The officers of the society for 1883-84 are as fol- 
lows: President, Ebed L. Ripley; Vice-Presidents, 
Charles W. Cushing, John D. Long, Amos Bates, 
Alfred Loring, Arthur Lincoln, Elijah Shute, Melsar 
W. Clarky Fearing Burr, Francis W. Brewer; Re- 
cording Secretary, William H. Thomas; Correspond- 
ing Secretary, Francis B. Lincoln ; Secretary of the 
Exhibition, DcWitt C. Bates; Treasurer, Reuben 
Spra^rue; Librarian, William H. Thomas; Directors, 
David Cashing, Jr., James Cushing, Isaac N. Damon, 
Henry Stephenson, Starkes Whiton, Justin Ripley, 
J. Edwards lliplcy, John Todd, William Ciibliing, 
Francis II. Stowell, Joshua Tower, Charles H. Marble, 
Joseph O. Burdett, Franklin Herscy, George J. Fear- 
ing, Edward E. Elms (Cohassct), Kilburn B. Mcrritt 
(Scituate), Joseph Totman (East Weymouth) ; Dele- 
gate to the Massachusetts State Board of Agriculture, 
Edmund Hersey. 



Civil List. — The following is a list of Qovornors, 
lieutenant-governors, members of Congress, and State 
senators from Hingham, compiled by Francis H. 
Lincoln, Esq. 

Levi Lincoln (see sketch elsewhere in thb work) 
was born in Hingham in 1749. He died April 14, 
1820. 

Qen. Benjamin Lincoln. (See sketch elsewhere in 
this work.) 

Hon. John D. Long was representative to General 
Court in 1875, 76, '77, and 78, the two latter years 
being Speaker of tho House. Ho was lioutonanU 
govemor of Massachusetts in 1879, and Governor of 
Massachusetts in 1880, '81, and '82, and is the pres- 
ent representative in Congress from the Second Mas- 
sadiusetts District, having been elected in 1882. 

Rev. Joseph Richardson was elected senator in 
1823, re-eleoted in 1824, and again in 1826, and in 
1827-31 was a member of Congress. 

Solomon Lincoln was senator in 1830 and 1831 
(see also list of representatives to Gkneral Court), 
and United States marshal for District of Massachu- 
setts in 1841-44. 

Edmund Casneau was senator in 1850-51 ; Amos 
Bates, in 1856; Ebcncxer Gay, in 1862; AmaMa 
Whiting, in 1871 ; and Starkes Whiton, in 1880-81. 

Governor Andrew was a summer resident of Hing- 
ham, and, at his own request, was buried here. 

Repreientativei from 1636 to 1884.^— The fol- 
lowing is a list of representatives from Hingham 
from 1 636 to tho present time, covering a puriod of 
nearly two hundred and fifly years : 

1686, May 26. Mr. lUaokleaoh. 



Ad- 



Joseph Andrews. 
Nioholos Baker. 

1636, Sept. 8. Joseph 

drews. 

1686, Deo. 7. None. 

1687, April 18. Joseph An- 

drews. 
Anthony Barnes. 

1637, May 17. Joseph An- 

drews. 
Anthony Bames. 
1637, Sept. 21. Joseph An- 
drews. 
Anthony Bames. 
1637, Nov. 2. Samuel Wards. 

1637, March 12. Samuel 

Wardo. 
Aothuny Eunics. 

1638, Mny 2. Jueeph Andrews. 

Nioliuliu Huker. 
1038, Sept. 6. Mr. Joseph 
Hull. 
Anthony Eames. 



1688, Maroh IS. Mr. JoMph 
Hull. 
Anthony Bames. 
1680, May 22. Mr. Joseph 
Peck. 
Bdmund llobart. 
1680, Sept 4. Mr. Joseph 
Pook. 
Bdmund Hohart. 
1640, May 13. Mr. Joseph 
Peck. 
Mr. James Bates. 

1640, Oct. 7. Mr. Joseph Peck. 

Bdmund llobart. 

1641, Juno 2. Mr. Joseph 

Peck. 
Henry Smyth. 
1011, Oct. 8. Mr. Joseph IVck. 
Stephen Paino. 

1642, Sept. 8. Mr. Joseph 

Peck. 
Bdmund llobart. 

1643, May 10. Uosoan Allen. 

Joshua Hubart. 



1 Compiled for this work by Charles N. Marsh, Ksq. 
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1643, Maroli 7. Anihonj 

Kaiiio). 
Joshua lIobarL 

1644, Maj 29. Boxoan Allen. 

John Porter. 

1645, May 14. ISoxoan Allen. 

Joshua Ilobart. 

1646, Maj 6. Bnxoan Allen. 

Jofhna Ilobart. 

1647, May 26. Boioan Allen. 

Joshua Ilobart. 

1648, May 10. Nicholas Jacob. 

Thomas Underwood. 

1649, May 2. Nicholas Jacob. 

John Beale. 

1650, May 22. Boxoan Allen. 

Joshua Ilobart. 

1651, May 7. Boxonn Allen. 

Jcroiiiinh llonchin.^ 

1652, May 27. Boxoan Allen. 

Jeremiah Ilouehin. 

1653, May 18. Joshua Ilobart. 

Jeremiah Ilouehin. 

1654, May 3. Joshua Hobart. 

Jeremiah Ilouehin. 

1655, May 23. Jeremiah 

Ilouehin. 

1656, May 14. Joshua Hobart. 

John Leavitt. 

1657, May 6. Jeremiah 

Ilouehin. 

1658, May 19. Joshua Hobart. 

Jeremiah Ilouehin. 

1659, May 11. First Session, 

Ilobnrtnnd Ilouehin. 
8o(H)ti<l Ro9sion, Ilobart 
nntl John Boalo. 
I6A0, May .10. Jonhua llolmrt. 

1660, Doe., and May, lOOt. 

No representation. 

1662, May 7. Joshua Ilobart. 

1663, May 27. Thomas Savage. 

Joshua Hobart. 

1664, Mny 18. John Leavitt. 
ion.*!, Mny .'). Jophiia Ilobart. 
1«0G, May 2:<. JohiiThnxler. 
I6G6, Sept. Joshua Hobart. 

John Thaxter. 
16G9-1G75. Joshua Hobart. 
1677. Nathaniel Beale. 



1079. Joshua llobarL 
1670-80. Daniel Gushing, Sr. 

1681. Joshua Hobart. 

1682. Daniel Gushing. Sr. 

1683. Nathaniel Beale. 
168.1-86. John Smith. 

1689, May. Thomas Andrews, 
and Daniel Gushing, 
Sr., representatives in 
the Gouncil of Safety 
(Gushing did not ac- 
cept). 

1689, June. Thomas Andrews, 
Gouncil of Safety. 

1690-91. Nathaniel Beale. 

1692. Jeremiah Beal. 
David Hobart 

1693. Sept. Nathaniel Ileal. 

Oct. Nathaniel Beale. 

1694. John Smith. 

1695. Daniel Gushing, Sr. 

1696. David Hobart. 

1697. Samuel Thaxter. Jr. 
1698-99. William Hersey. 

1700. Joshua Beal. 

1701. Jeremiah Beal. 
1702-4. Theophilus Gushing. 
1705. Josiah Leavitt. 
1705-6. Samuel Eelles. 
1707. Theophilus Gushing. 
1707-12. Samuel Thaxter. 
1713. Theophilus Gushing. 
1814-19. Samuel Thaxter. 
1719-20. Laxarus Beal. 
1721. Nathaniel Ilobart. 
1721-26. Thomas Loring. 
1726-34. John Jacob. 
1734-37. .laiiiofl lloarKoy. 
1737-41. Jacob Gushing. 
1741. John Jacob. 
1742-44. Thomas Gill. 
1744-45, Aug. Jacob Gushing, 

in room of Thomas Gill, 
Esq., who is gone into 
his Majesty's sorvlco. 

17'IG-4U. Bonjiiniin Lincoln. 

1749-57. Jacob Gushing. 

1768-72. Joshua Hearsey. 

1772. John Thaxter. 

1773-74. Benjamin Lincoln. 



1678. Thomas Andrews. 

1774, Sept. 21. Boiijainin Lincoln to the court to be hold at 

Saiom. 
1774, Sept. 21. Benjamin Lincoln chosen to represent the town 

in tlic Provincinl Congrcfs to be held at Concord. 

1774, DA;. 26. IJenjamin Lincoln clioflen to represent the town 

in Jhc Provincial Congress to be held at Cambridge. 

1775, May 24. Benjamin Lincoln chosen to represent the town 

in the Congress at Watortown. 
1775, July 10. Benjamin Lincoln chosen to represent the town 

in the General Court to ho hold at Watortown, agreeably 

to a rcsolvo of I ho Provincial (Congress. 
1775, Aug. 16. Enoch Lincoln chosen to represent the town in 

the General Court, then setting at Watortown. 



1776, May 23. Enoch Lincoln, Theophilus Gushing, and John 

Fearing, ehoeen represontativoi to the next General 
Gonrt. 

1777, May 20. Enoch Lincoln ehosen representative to the next 

General Gourt. 

1778, May 18. Enoch Lincoln and Joeeph Thaxter. 

1779, May 17. Joseph Thaxter, Jr., he resigned his seat, and 

the vacancy was not fliled. 
1880, May 22. Gharles Gushing. 



UntUr tke 

1780, Oct. 9. Gharles Gushing. 

1781, May 14. Gharles Gush- 
Ing. 

1782-83. Theophilus Gashing. 
1784. Gharles Gushing. 
1785-87. Theophilus Gushing. 

1788. Theophilus Gushing. 
Benjamin Lincoln. 

1789. Benjamin Lincoln. 
1790-93. Gharles Gnshing. 
1794. Theophilus Gushing. 
1795-97. Samuel Norton. 
1798. Jacob Leavitt. 
1799-1800. Jotham Gay. 
1801-4. Nathan Rice. 
1805. Nathan Rice. 

Levi Lincoln. 
1806-7. Hawkes Fearing. 
1808. Hawkes Fearing. 

Jonathan Gushing. 
1809-11. Hawkes Fearing. 

Jonathan Gushing. 

Thomas Fearing. 
1812-13. Thomas Fearing. 

Jonathan Gushing. 

Jotham Lincoln, Jr. 
1814-15. Thomas Fearing. 

1816. Thomas Fearing. 
Jedediah Lincoln. 
Gharles W. Gushing. 

1817. Thomas Fearing. 
1818-19. Jedediah Lincoln. 

1820. James Stephenson. 
Solomon Jones. 

1821. Jain(3S Stephenson. 
Solomon Jones. 
Joseph Ilichardson.' 

1822. Joseph Richardson. 

1823. Jedediah Lincoln. 
John Leavitt. 
Isaiah Wilder. 

1824. Isaiah Wilder. 
Benjamin Thomas. 

1825-28. Bonjamin Thomas. 

1829. Solomon Lincoln, Jr. 

1830. Jotham Lincoln.' 
1832. Nicholas B. Whiting. 

Thomns Loring. 
Marshal Lincoln. 



ConttilHtion, 

1833. Martin Fearing. 

Hersey Stowell. 

Thomas Loring. 

James W. Sivret. 
1834-35. Martin FeaHng. 

Thomas Loring. 

Zadook Horsey. 

James W. Sivret. 

1836. Francis G. Ford. 

1837. Francis G. Ford. 
Martin Fearing. 
Albert A. Folsom. 
Henry Gushing. 

1888. Francis G. Ford. 
Henry Gushing. 

1839. David Fearing. 
Henry Gushing. 
Thomas Loring. 

1840. Thomas Loring. 
David Fearing. 
Laban Gashing. 

1841. Solomon Lincoln. 
1842-43. James S. Lewis. 
1844-45. John Beal. 

1846. None ehosen. 

1847. Jotham Lincoln. 
1848-49. John K. Gorbott. 
1850-51. Gharles W. Gnshing. 

1852. Martin Fearing. 

1853. Henry Hersey, delegate 
to Constitutional Con- 
vention. 

1853-54. Charles Howard. 
]8.')5. Joseph B. Thaxtor, Jr. 
1856-57. William Whiton. 
1858. Elpalet L. Gushing. 
1859-60. Demerick Marble. 
1861-62. David Gain. 
1863-65. Crocker Wilder. 
1866-67. DeWitt G. Bates. 
18G8. David Gushing (2d). 
1869-70. Charles N. Marsh. 
1871-72. Ilawkos Fearing, Jr. 
1873-74. John Cushing. 
1875-78. John D. Long. 
1879-80. Arthur Lincoln. 
1881-83. Joseph Jacobs, Jr. 
1884. Joseph 0. Burdett. 



' A citixen of Boston. 



^ Dologatcs to the (Convention for revising thn (constitution in 
1820-21, Joseph Richardson, Jotham Lincoln, Thomas Fearing. 

' May 11, 1831. The Constitution was amended, changing the 
time of meeting of tlio General Court from the Inst Wednesday 
in May to tho first Weilnesday in January cnch year. 
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The Press. — The Hingluim GazeiU was started 
Jan. 5, 1827, by Farmer & Brown. 

Oct. 2, 1829, Jedcdiah Fanner took the entire 
management and continued till Jan. 6, 1837, when 
Thomas D. Blossom assumed the management. 

April 6, 1838, its name was changed to Ootpd 
Witness and Old Colony Reporter^ with Albert A. 
Folsom, editor. This paper was discontinued Octo- 
ber, 1839. 

July 2, 1838, The Hingham Patriot appeared, 
edited by Jedediah Farmer, who published it until 
July 3, 1841, when it passed into the hands of. 
Wilder & Gill. 

July 2, 1842, it was published by William 
Wilder. 

July 12, 1844, it was issued by John Oill. 

July 2, 1847, John Gill and J. Franklin Farmer 
were publishers, and the paper was enlarged to its 
present sixe. 

From July 14, 1848, to Dec. 29, 1848, John Gill 
was editor and publisher, and it was subsequently 
published a short time by James H. Wilder. 

The Ilingliam Journal^ the present newspaper 
published in Hingham, was established in 1850 by 
James H. Wilder, its editor and proprietor. 

The first number was issued January 4th of that 
year, and announced Thomas D. Blossom, printer. 
The second number adds Albert Whiten as printer. 

Mr. Wilder carried on the paper until January, 
1852, when it went into the hands of Thomas D. 
Blossom and Joseph D. Clark, who published it until 
January, 1854, when Mr. Clark retired, and the firm 
became Blossom k Easterbrook (Mr. Joseph Easter- 
brook). 

July 4, 1853, Mr. Blossom met with a severe acci- 
dent by the premature discharge of a cannon while 
engaged in a public demonstration, and for a long 
period his life was despaired of, and in 1854, when Mr. 
Easterbrook came to the Journal, Mr. Blossom waa 
still incapacitated for any real labor, and the actual 
publication of the paper devolved upon Mr. Easter- 
brook. 

The copartnership between these two parties cov- 
ered a period of years to Novj 26, 1871, when it 
terminated by the death of Mr. Blossom. 

Mr. Easterbrook then purchased of the Blossom 
heirs their interest in the paper, and carried it on 
until death interrupted his labors, May 8, 1879. 
Mrs. Joseph Easterbrook conducted the journal until 
August Ist of the same year, when it went into the 
hands of its present proprietor, Mr. Fred. H. Miller. 

Educational. — The earliest date at which a public 
school was established in Hingham cannot be ascer- 



tained. The earliest notice of the erection of a 
school-house is found in the " Seleotmon's First Book 
of Records,*' which appears to have been in the year 
1GG8. 

In 1670, Mr. Henry Smith contracted with the 
selectmen *'t6 teach and instruct, until the year be 
expired, in Latin, Greek, and Englbh, writing and 
arithmetic, such youths of the inhabitants of Hing- 
ham" as should be sent to their school. His salary 
was fixed at twenty-four pounds, to bo paid quarterly 
in wheat, rye, barley, peas, and Indian com, at current 
prices. In 1673, James Bates, Sr., was paid *<for 
keeping school." In 1674, Joseph Andrews and 
James Bates received compensation as school-masters. 
In 1677, James Bates made a written agreement with 
the selectmen to teach <' Latin, English, writing, and 
arithmetic" for one year for twenty pounds sterling. 
In 1679, Matthew Hawke was paid by the town for 
teaching a school. In 1685, Mr. Thomas Palmer 
contracted with the selectmen to teach Latin, Greek, 
English, writing, and arithmetic for twenty pounds, 
ten pounds in money and ten pounds in com. Id 
1687, Mr. Samuel Shepard was cniployu<l as a tcsichcr 
of Latin, etc., with a salary of twenty-five pounds in 
corn. In 1 GOO, Mr. Richard nenchnian was a teacher. 
In 1G94, Mr. Joseph Estabrook, Jr., contracted to teach 
Latin, Greek, etc., for twenty-two pounds per year, 
one-half to be paid in money, and the other in corn. 
Mr. Estabrook continued until 1696, when Mr. Jede- 
diah Andrews (afterwards a minister at Philadelphia) 
was employed for a salary of thirty pounds in money. 
Mr. Estabrook was again employed in 1700, and con- 
tinued until Aug. 20, 1705, when Mr. John Odlin 
was engaged ; but he remained for only a short time. 
Mr. Joseph Marsh (the same probably who was a/ler- 
wards the minister of Quinoy) was employed in 1706 
and 1707. After him, Mr. Daniel Lewis, who subse- 
quently settled in the ministiry at Pembroke, taught 
the school for several years. This note is already too 
long, and I give merely the names of a few other 
teachers: 1712-13, Mr. Jonathan Gushing; 1713- 
14, Mr. Gushing and Mr. John Norton, Jr. From 
April, 1714, to 1717, Mr. Job Gushing, afterwards 
the minister of Shrewsbury; 1718, Mr. Allen, Mr. 
Cornelius Nye, and Mr. Adam Gushing. Mr. Nye 
taught a school in the north part of the town from 
1718 to 1745, with the exception only of two or 
three years. Perhaps previously, and during that 
time, other schools were established in other parts of 
the town. The south part of the town and the East 
Precinct drew their proportion of money from the 
treasury, und appropriated it for the support of schools 
as they thought proper. Mr. Isaac Lincoln was a 
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teacher of the school in the north part of the town 
for a long Rcrica of years. lie iHed April 19, 17G0, 
aged fifly-nine. From the foregoing list it appears 
that well-educated teachers were early employed in 
this town to instruct the youth. They were generally 
men of lihcral education. 

The Hingham Public Library was founded in 
18G9 by lion. Albert Fearing, and has since been in 
a prosperous condition. The present ofliccrR and 
t.rn8(<*<*s :iro nn follows : 

A. Lincoln, president ; Ilawkes Fearing, secretary ; 
William Fearing, Fearing Burr, E. W. Burr, Quincy 
Bicknell, Henry W. Gushing, F. M. Hersey, Lincoln 
Fearing, John D. Long, Elijah Shute, J. 0. Sanborn, 
J. Winthmp Sproul, Kbcd L. Uipley. 

Derby Academy.' — Mrs. Sarah Derby, whose 
maiden name was Langley, was a poor fisherman's 
daughter, known as " Ragged" Sarah Langley, — ig- 
norant, and hardly able to read or write ; but having 
acquired considerable property at the death of her 
first husband, Dr. KKtikicl Hcrscy, she dctcnnincd to 
found a school where the (>oor children of the town 
might obtain the blessings of an education, which she 
herself had been denied, and of which she had ever 
felt the want. Accordingly, by a deed of law and 
release, executed Oct. 21, 1784, she conveyed to the 
persons therein named, as trustees, a piece of land 
and buildings thereon, the income of which was to bo 
»ppro]iri:il(Ml for the ninintenaiicc of a scIkm)! in Hing- 
ham, for the instruction of the youth in such arts, lan- 
guages, and sciences as wore mentioned ; this bequest 
was further increased, in her will, by the remainder 
of her property, amounting to considerable, and by 
a grant of a township in Maine by the Legislature of 
1803, to be disposed of for the benefit of the school. 

The school was incorporated in November, 1784, 
and called after its founder, Derby School. The 
name Hersey School would have been more appro- 
priate. Among the first trustees were many promi- 
nent men of that day, — Hon. Benjamin Lincoln, Dr. 
Ebenezer Gay, pastor of the old church ; Col. John 
Thaxter, secretary of the Continental Congress. 

By an act of the Legislature, June 19, 1797, the 
Derby School was erected into an academy, called 
Derby Academy, which it has retained to the present 
day. 

The deed and will of Mrs. Derby contain some 
curious provisions. By the deed the school was re- 
quired to be niaiotaincd for the instruction of such 
nialoH «H shoiil«l 1)0 ndniil.ttMl (liorcifi '* in tlie Latiii, 
Greek, Eii^Iisli, mid Krencli Innguagcs, and in the 

* liy Jiunos B. Thomas. 



sciences of mathematics and geography;*' and 'such 
females as should be admitted therein " in the English 
and French languages, arithmetic, and the art of 
needlework in general.*' The trustees were required 
to elect a preceptor for said school, skilled in the 
above arts and sciences, and in the art of writing, 
also a sensible and discreet woman, skilled in the art 
of needlework, to instruct the females therein. 

Special provision was made for the admission of 
pupils intended for Harvard College. There was to 
be no charge for tuition, but each pupil was required 
to furnish a " proportional share of firewood.** An 
annual lecture was to be delivered by *'some able 
minister of the gospel** to the pupils, " for the pur- 
pose of inculcating such principles as are suited to 
form the mind to virtue." 

In the codicil of the will there is a provision that 
if the trustees should neglect at any time for the 
space of two years together to apply the income of 
the funds to the purposes for which they were in- 
tended, they were to become the property of the 
president and fellows of Harvard University, to be 
used for the support of the professor of Anatomy and 
Physics. Mrs. Derby also directed that her *' por- 
trait and new dock** be placed in the school. 

Such are the provisions upon which the academy 
was founded, and which are oomplied with, as far as 
possible, at the present day. The present building 
was erected in 1818, and the old clock still marks the 
time for those therein. 

The first preceptor was Abner Lincoln, Esq., ap- 
pointed by Mrs. Derby herself, a man of excellent 
qualifications, secretary of Oen. Benjamin Linooln in 
the Revolutionary war. His successor was Rev. 
Andrews Norton, afterwards professor of Sacred Lit- 
erature at Harvard College. Mr. Increase S. Smith 
held the position for many years, — prominent in anti- 
slavery times, a man of ripe scholarship, and one of 
the foremost educators of his time. 

During all this period the reputation of the acad- 
emy was high. To it flocked pupils from every State 
in the Union and from the West Indies and South 
America. It has sent, and continues to send, many 
pupils to Harvard and other colleges. Many prom- 
inent men were educated there, — Hon. Charles Sum- 
ner, Hon. Solomon Lincoln. Several of the Adams 
family were pnpils at diilerent times. At present the 
academy is in a flourishing condition, employing four 
teachers, and filled to its utmost capacity with pupils. 



1086 



HISTORY OP PLYMODTH COUNTY. 



CHAPTER VI.' 

HINGHAM IN THB RBBBLLION, 1861-64. 

UiNQiiAM responded promptly to the call of her 
imperiled country, and on the 16th of April, 1861, 
four days after the attack on Fort Sumter, occurred 
the first movement in the town relating to the war. 
It was on this day that the field and staff oflicers of 
the various regiments of the M. V. M. in the vicinity 
of Boston met in council at the Governor's room in 
the State- House, and the situation of the nation, con- 
dition of the military of the State, movement of troops, 
etc., were there fully discussed. 

The Lincoln Light Infantry. — On the dissolution 
of the meeting, Lieut.-Col. Hawkes Fearing, of the 
Fourth Regiment, M. V. M., who had heen present 
and taken part in the deliberations, came directly to 
Hingham, and caused to be called and attended a 
meeting of the Lincoln Light Infantry at the armory 
in the evening. He then immediately returned to 
Boston, and reported for duty at headquarters. Fan- 
cull Hall. 

The situation was, critical, and the needs of the 
niouiunt iunnctliato and iniporntivo. Tlio cull fur aid 
was the call of the country, and it was soon apparent 
that the alternative presented was but a simple unit. 
It was a claim on the patriotism of the company that 
a sense of honor forbade the setting aside. They 
were bound to respond to the summons, and a vote 
was passed accordingly. 

Tuesday night and the forenoon of the following 
day was the only time allowed for the arrangement 
of their afliiirs, the completion of the necessary pre- 
parations, and the taking leave of their friends. The 
captain was sick ; but the remaining officers, in a 
spirit of th^ most genuine patriotism, came promptly 
forward and offered, for the extremities of the hour, 
any service which might be required at their hands. 
With a young family relying on him for support and 
counsel, the situation of Lieut Stephenson in accept- 
ing the command thus suddenly and unexpectedly im- 
posed was one of peculiar trial. Between the ties 
of kindred and the claims of affection on the one 
hand, and the call of the country for support on 
the other, he and his bund of noble men, with true 
patriotism, decided to do buttle for freedom and their 
native land. As they went from home, their destina- 
tion was wholly unknown, the time of absence un- 
certain, the nature of their service could not be fore- 



1 Condensed from " Ilingbam in the Civil War/' a work pre- 
pared bj Fearing Burr and Qeorge Lincoln. 



seen, and the future was shrouded in darkness and 
doubt. 

During the day the following official dispatch was 
received by telegraph : . 

*< April 16, 1861. 

" LuTHBR^STBPHBHBOir, Jb. 

" Oapt Spraguo in ditoharfod. Yoa will report in Bofton 
with the lliogham eorapaoy by fint train. 

" Joav A. Ahrrbw." 

The stars and stripes waved from the public 
buildings, and uniformed soldiers were hastening 
to and fro in busy preparation for their departure. 
At one o'clock p.m. of Wednesday, the inembors 
and volunteers assembled at the armory at Hingham 
Centre, where they were met by Rev. Calvin Lincoln, 
who commended them to the care and protection of 
the God of their fathers In earnest and impressive 
prayer. At four o*clock the line was formed, and the 
company, forty-two in number, took up their line of 
march, passing down Main Street, attended by hon- 
dreds of men, women, and children, amid the ringing 
of the church-bells, the waving of handkerchiefs from 
the dwellings as they passed, and cheered by the fre- 
quent and hearty husxus of the gathering multitude. 
As tliny halted near the depot, each man was pro- 
hontod with a wreath of flowers by the scliolare of Uio 
North School. They were also addroasod by Col. 
Charles W. Seymour, Rev. K. Porter Dyer, James S. 
Ijcwis, Esq., and Mr. Joel B. Seymour. Rev. Joseph 
Richardson offered in their behalf a fervent and 
affecting prayer ; when, stepping on board the wait- 
ing train, prepared to meet whatever the future uiight 
decree, they Icfl the town, followed by the tears, 
cheers, and benedictions of the assembled multitude. 

The following is the roll of the regular members 
and the volunteers of the company which left Hing- 
ham Wednesday afternoon, April 17, 1861, for active 
duty, in response to the call of the President of the 
United States : 

REGULAR MBMBBRS OF TUB COMPANY. 

Capt. Luther Stephenaon, Jr Hingbam. 

Liout. Charles Sprague ** 

Liout. Nathaniel Prenoh, Jr " 

Sergt. Peter N. Sprague ** 

Sorgt. Joshua Morse " 

(^i-|). lloury Siuphonson ** 

Corp. Lyinan U. Whiton " 

Fifur Suuiuul Uronsdon " 

Private George W. Bibbj " 

" Jacob G. Cushiiig " 

" lloiiry S. Kwor " 

** Levi Kenerson " 

*' Josiah M.Lane <' 

" George K. Reed ** 

" Boujttoiin 8. Souther " 

" Jauios S. Sturtevant " 

" William S. Whiton " 

** Jo>eph N. Berry .Wejraonth. 

" Parker K.Lane " 

" Daniel W. Lincoln " 
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VolnnleerB, 

PrWate George M. Adnme llinghiun. 

" Charlee II. BasseU " 

" Andrew J. Cl»rke " 

" John Creiwell " 

" Fergus A. Elision " 

" John W. Eldrldge " 

" George A. O rover ** 

" James M. Haskell " 

" George E. Humph rej " 

" John Q. Jacob " 

" nenjauiin L. Jones " 

" George Miller " 

William T.Nelson " 

" • Ehcncxor F. Ilobortfl " 

" .Tohn 8. Souther " 

" William J. Stock well " 

" Alvan Tower " 

" Isaac G. Wallers " 

•' George Wolfe " 

" Biyah Prouty Weymouth. 

" Theodore Raymond '* 

" Alfred W. Stoddard Marshfleld. 

Boston was not readied till late in the afternoon. 
The Fourth Regiment, to which the company was 
attached, assembled at Faneuil Hall, but had marched 
to the State-House, where the Lincoln Light Infantry 
joined it Equipments, articles of clothing, and camp 
neoessiiics, including provisions, had been distributed 
among the troops earlier in the day ; but, in the hurry 
and excitement of the hour, these articles of comfort 
were not fully shared by the Hingham soldiers. 

A brief address was made by Governor Andrew ; 
afler which, amid universal cheers, the Fourth aud 
Sixth Regiments took up their line of rapid march. 

The following is a list of the volunteers who led 
Hinghiini May IS, 18<il, to join (/Oinpany I, of the 
Fourth Regiment, then stationed at Fortress Monroe : 

Ilonry F. HiiniMy Hinghum. 

JamcH H. Itryaiit *' 

John W. Burr " 

Thomas A. Carver ^ " 

Silas H. Cobb " 

Charles Corbett. " 

Jerry J. Coroornn " 

Isaac M. Dow " 

Levi H. Dow..... " 

George Dunbar '' 

Goorgn W. Foiiring " 

Ilonry C. Frcnob ** 

Albert S. Uayncs " 

Edwin Hersey " 

William H. Jacob " 

William II. Jones " 

Alfred A. Lincoln " 

Daniel S. Lincoln « 

William H.Marston " 

Jacob Onrtsh " 

Albert L. l»circje " 

Charles H. F. Stodder.. " 

Demerick Stodder *' 

William Taylor " 

Charles II. Damon West Soituate. 

George C. Dwelly Hanover. 

Hosca Dwelly *' 

Francis W. Kvcrson Weymouth. 

Charles A. Gardner West Scituate. 

Henry C. Gardner " " 

John D. Gardner " «* 

llorlKsrt Gnivcs " " 

Willinm U. Harlow Hanover. 

E. A.Jacob West Soituate. 

John 11. Prouty " " 

William Proufy, Jr " " 

Alphous Thomas South " 



The Lincoln Light Infantry was organized Oct 19, 
1854. The first preliminary meeting was held Oc- 
tober 14th, and on the 28th of the month the com- 
pany adopted the title of " Lincoln,'* in honor of 
Benjamin Lincoln, a major-general in the army of the 
Revolution, and a native of Hingham. 

On the 20th of June, 1855, pursuant to a warrant 
from his Excellency, Henry J. Gardner, Governor of 
the State and commander-in-chief, the members met 
for the election of officers, aud Hawkes Fearing, Jr., 
was chosen captain. 

The first parade was made July 4, 1855. Aug. 
18, 1860, Joseph T. Sprague was elected captain, vice 
Ilawkes Fearing, Jr., promoted lieutenant-colonel 
Fourth Regiment, M. Y. M. 

April 17, 1861, the company with forty-two men, 
in command of Lieut. Luther Stephenson, Jr., lefV 
Hingham for three months* active service at Fortress 
Monroe and vicinity. 

April 19, 1861, Lieut. Stephenson was chosen cap- 
tain, vice Cupt. Joseph T. Sprague. 

April 23, 1861, the company was mustered into 
the service of the United States for three months, to 
date from April 16, 1861. 

May 18, 1861, thirty-seven additional volunteers 
left Hingham to join the company, aud the number 
was increased to seventy-nine men. 

Mustered out of service July 22d, and returned to 
Uinghmn July 24, 1861. 

Feb. 17, 1862, Joshua Morse was elected captain, 
vitx Ijulhcr Stephenson, Jr., honorably discharged. 

May 26, 1862, the company, then numbering forty- 
two men, was ordered to report at once on the Com- 
mon at Boston for active service, on account of the 
rumored defeat of Gen. Banks and the Union army. 
May 28, 1862, returned to Hingham, the services 
of the company not being required. 

June 23, 1862, Peter N. Sprague was elected cap- 
tain, vice Capt. Joshua Morse, resigned ; and on the 
29th of September following the company was dis- 
banded and the officers honorably discharged. 

April 19, 1861. — A meeting of the citizens was 
held at the town hall for the purpose of devising 
measures for the relief of such families of members 
of the Lincoln Light Infantry as might need assbt- 
ance during the absence of the oompany. The meet- 
ing was called to order by Capt. John Stephenson, 
who stated that, in consequence of the sudden de- 
parture of the Lincoln Light Infantry for Fortress 
Monroe, a number of families in town were left with- 
out their usual means of support, and in closing he 
gave the number of persons that would probably need 
assistance for the next three months. 
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Cnlcb Gill was choseD chairman of the meeting, 
and Henry C. Harding secretary. 

Remarks appropriate to the occasion were then 
made by Revs. Calvin Lincoln, E. Porter Dyer, and 
Jonathan Tilson, and also by Luther Stephenson, 
Capt. Jairus B. Lincoln, Isaac Barnes, Bola T. 
Sprague, Elijah Whiton, Robert W. Lincoln, and 
others. Subsequently a subscription was suggested, 
and by the unanimous vote of those present a com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. John Todd, John Sto- 
phenson, and Joseph Jacob, was chosen to carry the 
same into cfTcct. A paper was immediately circulated 
in the hall, from which was reali7.ed the sum of eight 
hundred dollars. The meeting was large and very 
enthusiastic. 

Sunday f P.M., April 28. — A large number of ladies 
met at Masonic Hall, in Lincoln Building, for the 
purpose of making clothing to be sent to the mem- 
bers of the Lincoln Light Infantry at Fortress Mon- 
roe. Mrs. Solomon Lincoln acted as principal super- 
intendent of the work, and under her direction it was 
completed in time for shipment by steamer " Cam- 
bridge.*' The labor of pressing and finishing was 
performed by Messrs. Lincoln Burr, John J. Corbett, 
John Todd, and I^oring Jacob, who gratuitously 
prufTorcd their valuable services for the occasion. 

During the war the ladies of the various sewing- 
circles held frequent meetings in the different sections 
of the town for the purpose of preparing comfortable 
raiment for our men in the service. These meetings 
were generally held at Loring, Torrent, Niagara, 
Union, Constitution, and Liberty Halls. But there 
were also other gatherings for this purpose at the 
residences of mothers, sisters, daughters, and friends 
who were unable to leave their homes, and thus the 
good work found willing hands and patriotic hearts 
among the daughters as well as the sons of Hingham. 

April 30. — At a town-meeting, Charles W. Cush- 
ing, E^q., in the chair, it was 

** VoteJf That the town appropriate six thousand 
dollars for the purpose of furnishing such supplies as 
may be wanted by the families of those who have 
been, or may be, called into the service of their 
country, and that the money be expended under the 
direction of a committee of six, consisting of John 
Todd, David Cain, John Stephenson, Demcrick Mar- 
ble, Joseph Jacob, and Albert Whiting." Should 
more troops be called from this town, the committee 
were instructed to furnish them with clothing and 
other necessaries. 

Julj/ 10, 1861. — A citizens' meeting was held for 
the purpose of making arrangements for the reception 
of the Lincoln Light Infantry on their return from 



the seat of war. Col. Charles W. Seymour was 
chosen moderator, and Henry £. Hersey, Esq., soc- 
retary. Addresses by Meliar W. Clark, John Cusb- 
ing, James S. Lewis, Esq., Luther Stephenson, Ceil. 
Seymour, and others were made, and the fullowiug 
committee was chosen to make the necessary arrange- 
ments for their reception : 

John Todd, John Stephenson, Joseph Jacob, Wil- 
liam Fearing (2d), David Cain, E. Waters Burr, 
p]lijali L. Whiton, Daniel Baasctt, David Ijeavitt, 
Demcrick Marble, Abner L. Loavitt, John K. Oor- 
thell, John Ciishing, David Cushing, Jr., E. Barker 
Whitcomb, Charles W. Seymour, Henry E. Hersey, 
Joseph B. Thaxter, Jr., Thopnas F. Whiton, and 
Albert Whiting. 

The marshals appointed were Albert Whiting, Seth 
C. Dunbar, Joseph Jacob, Jr., Esra Wilder, Gleorge 
Cushing (2d), Solomon Lincoln, Jr., Henry C. Hard- 
ing, Charles Spring, William C. Linooln, George 
Lincoln, Jr., John D. Ghites, Robert W. Lincoln^ 
Charles W. Cushing, Erastus Whiton, Hiram Gard- 
ner, Puzra T. C. Stephenson, Joseph H. French, 
George H. French, Albert E. Thayer, Joseph A. 
Newhall, Benjamin Thomas, and Enos lioring. 

Aids, Daniel Basset t, David Cashing, Jr., Joho 
K. Corthcll, Edwin Wilder (2d), and Thomas Ste- 
phenson. 

Jufy 18. — At a meeting of the oommittee of ar- 
rangements it was decided to provide a oollation at 
the town hall, and the following ladies and gentlemen 
were chosen to carry the same into effeot, vis. : Mm. 
Albert Whiting, Mrs. John Cashing, Mrs. B. Barker 
Whitcomb, Mrs. B. S. Hersey, Mias Elisabeth L. 
Cushing, Mrs. Lucy Sturtevant, Mrs. David R. Her- 
sey, Mrs. William Thomas, Mrs. Thomas J. Leaviit| 
Mrs. John S. Souther, Mrs. E. Waters Burr, Mim 
Sally Thaxter, Mrs. Joseph A. Newhall, Mrs. Walton 
y. Meade, Miss Sarah L. Marsh, David Leavitt, David 
Cushing, Jr., Daniel Bassett, Abner Ij. Leavitt, and 
Thomas F. Whiton. 

Nov, 15, 1861. — At a meeting of the inhabitants 
of Hingham, in town-meeting assembled. Col. Charles 
W. Seymour in the chair, it was 

^* Votedy That the sum of three thousand dollars be 
rai.sed in aid of the families of volunteers, and that 
the .selectmen be authorized to apply the same as their 
judgment shull dictate.'' 

March 3, 1862. — At a town-meeting, the com- 
mittee previously chosen to direct the expenditures of 
money appropriated for aid to the families of volun- 
teers, and for furnishing clothing and other necessaries 
to volunteers which might be called into service at a 
^ future time, reported that they had expended for 
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Company T, Fonrtli Regiment M. Y. M. (the Ltnooln 
Light Infantry), for uniforms, underclothing, caps, 
shoes, &c., $1331.27, and to volunteers in other 
oouipnnies $18.50. 

July 5, 18G2. — At a town-meeting held this day, 
at four o'clock p.m., Capt John Stephenson, modera- 
tor, it was 

" Voted^ To raise five thousand dollars for the pay- 
ment of State aid to the families of volunteers enlisted 
in the service of the United States, and one thousand 
dollars as town aid to volunteers and their families, 
the same to be appropriated under the direction of 
the selectmen." 

July 11. — A large and enthusiastic meeting of the 
citisens of Ilingham was held tliis Fridny evening, at 
the town hall, in response to the call of the select- 
men, to take action in reference to furnishing the 
town^s quota of recruits, as called for by the com- 
mander-in-chief. The following officers were chosen, 
vis. : President, Luther Stephenson ; Yice-Presidents, 
Edward Caznc^u, Caleb S. Hunt, Dcmerick Marble, 
James 8. liowis, Crocker Wilder, and Scth Sprngiio. 

Churlofl N. MiifHli wiiH chosen secretary, but not 
being present, Henry C. Harding was chosen secre- 
tary pro (em. 

Animating and encouraging addresses were made 
by the presiding officer and other gentlemen, urging 
enlist nicntf, niid recommending that ii liberal bounty 
bo paid by the town to volunteers, and oflcring to 
contribute generously, if need be, to prevent the 
necessity of a drafl. 

Voted^ Unanimously, to recommend to the town 
that an appropriation be made sufficient to pay a 
bounty of seventy-five dollars to each person who may 
volunteer to make up the quota of men required of 
this town. It was also 

Votcd^ That a committee of twelve be chosen to 
co-operate with the selectmen in procuring enlist- 
ments, and the following persons were chosen, viz. : 
Rev. Jonathan Tilsoii, Rev. J. L. Hatch, Edward 
Cazneau, Seth Spraguc, Dcmcrick Mnrblc, Albert 
Whiting, Cbnilca Sprngue, Ezra Wilder, Elijah L. 
Whilon, Gcorgo llcrscy, Jr., Andrew W. Qnrdiier, 
Abner L. Beal, E. Barker Wliitcomb, Edmund Her- 
sey, Thomas Fee, and John Stephenson. 

July 15. — A«^rccably to a call issued by the com- 
mittee chosen July 11, the citizens met at the town 
hall to consider the great and important question of 
the day, tlic call for volunteers. 

The nicoting was called to order by Col. Cazneau, 
and orgaiiizf'd by the choice of the following officers, 
viz.: President, 11 nfi. Soloniun liiii<M)ln ; Vice-Presi- 
dents, tJairus ii. Lincoln, (jcorgc P. llayward, Charles 



Siders, J. Sturgis Nye, William Whiton, Isaac Barnes, 
Robert W. Lincoln, Joseph B. Thaxter, Jr., James 
S. Lewis, Joseph Ripley, Alfred Loring, Oeorge M. 
Soule, Luther Stephenson, Crocker Wilder, Charles 
W. Seymour, John Lincoln, James L. Gardner, An- 
son Nickerson, Orr F. Jerald, and Elijah Whiton ; 
Secretaries, Charles N. Marsh and Henry C. Hard- 
ing. 

The president, upon taking the chair, stated the 
object of the meeting, and urged upon all present the 
duty of responding promptly to the necessities and 
demands of the present crisis. He then called upon 
Revs. Calvin Lincoln, J. L. Hatch, Daniel Bowen, 
John E. Davenport, E. Porter Dyer, and Jonathan 
Tilson, who responded in short, patriotic, and perti- 
nent addresses. E. S. Torbey, of Boston, being 
present, was also called upon, and although not a cit- 
izen of Hingham, he ofiered to contribute, if necessity 
required, towards furnishing the means to induce 
young men to enlist. 

On motion of George Hersey, Jr., it was 

Votrd^ To recommend to the town that a bounty 
of one hundred dollars be paid to each volunteer. 
The meeting then adjourned. 

July 19. — At a town-meeting, held this Saturday 
evening, Col. Cazneau was chosen moderator. 

Voted y To pay volunteers who may be accepted 
and niuRtored into the service of the United States, 
to the number of fifly-one, — that being the quota of 
this town, — a bounty of one hundred dollars each ; 
and the town treasurer was authorized to hire money 
for the payment of the same. 

The citizens* meeting, adjourned from Tuesday 
evening last, was held immediately afler the town- 
meeting. Col. Cazneau made the opening remarks; 
and in the absence of Hon. Solomon Lincoln, the 
president, Luther Stephenson was called to the chair. 
Brief addresses were made by Caleb Gill, Caleb T. 
Bassett, Rev. Mr. Davenport, George Hersey, Jr., 
Caleb Stodder, John Gushing, and the presiding 
officer. Several young men then came forward and 
signed the enlistment papers. On motion of Col. 
Cazneau, the meeting adjourned to meet at the same 
place the Tuesday following. 

July 22. — An adjourned war-meeting was held at 
the town hall for the purpose of obtaining volunteers. 
Luthor Stephenson presided. Col. Cazneau spoke of 
the services rendered by Capts. Stephenson and 
Humphrey, of Jiieuts. French, Whiton, and 13ouv6, 
and also referred to the noble young men who had 
gone from this town as privates and in other capaci- 
ties. llovH. Messrs. Hatch, Tilson, Davenport, and 
Dyer followed. The meeting was further addressed 
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bj Cspt. John StepbeoaoD, Melsur W. Clark, and 
Capt. Peter N. Spragoe. 

On motioo of Col. Casoeao, Capt. John . Stephen- 
aoo and Peter Ileraey, Jr., were choeen to Dominate 
a eommittce of Udiea, whofe dotj it thall be to eall 
tbe next meeting at such time and place aa they may 
deeide apon, with aothority to procare speakers, 
muie, and whatever elae may be wanted to insure a 
l^nuid gathering. The ladies choeen apon this com- 
mittee we're Mrs. Jairus B. Lincoln, Mrs. Jonathan 
Tilson, Mfi, K. Porter Dyer, Mrs. J. L. Hatch, Mrs. 
Alfred Jioring, Mrs. Job S. Whiton, Mrs. Charles 
W. Coshiug, Mrs. John Lincoln, Mrs. David K. 
Hersey, Mrs. Alfred A. Roael, and Mrs. John E. 
Davenport. The meeting then adjourned to meet at 
the call of the committee of ladies. 

Jif^. G, 1862. — A meeting ap|)ointe(] by the ladies 
of Hingham, to encourage the enlistment of volun- 
teers to fill the quota of the town, was held at the 
town hall. It was largely attended. 

Capt. Jairus B. Lincoln called the meeting to 
order, and read the names of the persons selected for 
president, vice-presidcntit, and sccretaricH. 

Ijuthcr Stephenson, having been mentioned as 
prevident, took the chair. After a few coniplinicntiiry 
words to the ladies, he called upon Rev. E. Porter 
Dyer, who responded in his usual happy manner. 
Mr. Southworth, of Scituate, followed. 

Edward S. Tobey, Esq., of Boston, also gave an 
earnest and forcible address. 

Rev. E. Porter Dyer then read an origioul poem. 
Rev. Calvin Lincoln and others followed ; afler which 
several recruits caine forward and signed the enlist- 
ment papers. The meeting was then adjourned to 
the next evening. 

Aug, 7. — At a citizens* meeting held in the town 
hall it was '* Voted, To recommend the Town to in- 
crease the amount of bounty to volunteers from one 
hundred to two hundred dollars." 

Aug. 11. — At a meeting of the citizens it was 
** Voted to request the selectmen to offer a bounty of 
one hundred dollars to all volunteers who will enlist 
upon the second call, the same being for nine months' 
service." ThJH meeting was enlivened by the fine 
performances of the Weymouth Band, who volun- 
teered their nervices for the occasion. 

Atig. 15. — At a town-meeting, Luther Stephenson 
being moderator, it was 

" Voted, To give one hundred dollars in addition 
to the sum already authorized to be paid to volun- 
teers for three years, for the first quota." 

Aug. 27. — A meeting of the citizens was held to 
aid in the enlistment of volunteers for nine mouths. 



AddreMes were made by aeveral individuals present ; 
and it waa " Voted^ To reoommend the Town to pay 
fifty dollars additional boaoty," thereby raising the 
amount to one hundred and fifty dtillars for nine 
montha' men. 

Aug, 29 — A town-meeting waa held this evening, 
to fix upon the amount of bounty to be offered for 
recruits who will volunteer upon the quota of Hing- 
ham for nine months. 

Crocker Wilder, Esq.. was chosen moderator, and 
it was** Vuteilf To add fifty dolkira to the one hundred 
rooommended at the meeting held on the 15th iiiHt.,*' 
making, in all, a bounty of one hundred and fifty 
dollars for each volunteer upon the second quota. 

A citizens' war-meeting was held immediately after 
the town-meeting kst mentioned. Luther Stephen- 
son occupied the chair, and Heniy C. Hnrdiiig acted 
as secretary. 

After vocal music by the Whiteomb Family, Rev. 
Mr. Round, of Boston, was introduced, and being 
himself a recruit, was able to enforce hb eloquence 
by saying to the young men about him, Come! 
Rev. Mr. Hinckley, Messrs. George Hersey, Jr., and 
Caleb T. Bassett followed. Rev. E. PorUT Dyer, 
being the next speaker, tiNik the op|M»rt unity lo in- 
troduce Mr. E. Waters Burr, who made a brief but 
highly patriotic speech, and in closing he generously 
pledged himself to give ten dollars each to the ten 
men who would first come forward and enlist. Air. 
George P. Hayward also offered to pay the family of 
the fii-st married man who would enlist, if he should 
be accepted, the sum of twelve dollars the first month, 
and eleven dollars for each of the 8ub8e<]uent eight 
months. Another gentleman would give five dollars 
each to the first five men who would enlist that 
night. These generous offers were received with 
hearty and prolonged applause, and several names 
were added to the list of recruits. 

Aug.'Al. — News of the second battle of Bull Run, 
and of the immediate need of hospital supplies at 
Washington, D. C, having reached town by tele- 
graph this Sunday morning, the usual afternoon ser- 
vice at the churches was generally omitted, in order 
that the ladies of the different societies might devote 
their time either to making hospital garments or in 
preparing bandages, lint, etc., for the wounded 
soldiers. 

The next day (Monday) several packages, contain- 
ing the necessary articles for the wounded, were sent 
to the Sanitary Rooms in Boston by the ladies of 
Hingham, to be forwarded to Washington. 

Sept. 8, 18G2. — A very full meeting of the i-iii- 
zens was held at the town hall this Monday evening. 
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Col. Cazncnu, chairman of the Board of Seleotuion, 
praeided. After the opening remarks, Capt. Rounds, 
of Boston, was introduced. Rev. Mr. Hatch fol- 
lowed. Edward S. Tobey, Esq., then eloquently ap- 
pealed to the young men to come forward and enroll 
their names. 

Luther Stephenson, Quincy Bicknell, and Col. Sey- 
mour made earnest and stirring addresses, afler which 
the meeting was adjourned. 

aVt'/i/. 12, 18G2. — An adjourned meeting of the 
citisens was held at the town hall, with Col. Cazneau 
in the chair, and Israel Whit«omb as secretary. 

The following persons were chosen a committee to 
canvass their respective districts for the purpose of 
obtaining the signatures of exempts from military 
duty, and organizing the same into a company or 
companies, viz. : Joseph Jacob and Seth Sprague in 
the south school district ; John Stephenson and John 
Leavitt in the middle dbtrict; John Todd and Elijah 
L. Whiton in the north district; Quincy Bicknell, 
Caleb (Jill, and Edward Cnznctiu in the west district. 
Appropriate nddn^HHcs were miulo by C^il. Caznoiui, 
Quintty Bicknell, Caleb (jill, Luther Stephenson, Rev. 
E. Porter Dyer, Col. Seymour, and others. 

Subsequently two companies of Home Guards, 
numbering in all about one hundred men, paraded as 
a battalion the 22d of October, and after marching 
through the principal streets of the town, partook of 
a collation at lioring llnll. Rev. Joseph Richardson, 
the senior pastor of the First Parish, and others, ad- 
dressed the assembly. A second parade occurred on 
the ^ affcemoon of the annual election, November 
4th. 

Dec, 2, 1862. — At a town-meeting held this even- 
ing, Quincy Bicknell, Esq., in the chair, it was 

" Votcdy To authorize the selectmen, should they 
deem it expedient, to increase the bounty from one 
hundred and fidy dollars to a sum not exceeding two 
hundred dollars, for volunteers to fill up the quota of 
the town. 

" Voted^ That the use of the Centre school -house 
of the west district be granted to the ' Home Guard* 
for drill purposes, subject to the regulation and con- 
trol of the school committee.*' 

March 9, 1863. — A town-meeting was held, with 
Col. Charles W. Seymour as moderator. 

" Voied^ That the sum of $9000 be placed at the 
disposal of the selectmen for the payment of State 
aid to the families of volunteers, if needed. 

" Votvd^ That the sum of eight hundred dollars be 
raised by taxation as town aid to the families of vol- 
unteers, if needed, to bo expended under the direction 
of the selectmen.** 



April 6, 1863.— Towu-meetii)g: Ca,leb Gill, Esq., 
moderator. 

" Votcd^ That the town treasurer be authorized, 
under the direction of the selectmen, to hire such 
sums of money as may be required to carry into 
cifect the first and second sections of chapter seventy- 
nine of the acts of the General Court for 1863, re- 
lating to the paying of State aid to the families of 
deceased and disabled volunteers.*' 

Aiig, 14, 1863. — At a town-meeting held this 
evening, James S. Lewb, Esq., moderator, it was 
" Voted^ That the sum of fifteen thousand dollars for 
State and town aid be raised by the town, and be and 
hereby is appropriated, under the direction of the 
selectmen, for the aid of the wives, children, parents, 
brothers, and sisters of those inhabitants of the town 
who may be drafted into the army of the United 
States, and serve therein, under the law passed by 
Congress, entitled * An Act enrolling and calling out 
the National Forces, and for other Purposes,' approved 
March 3, 1863, provided no more than two hundred 
dollarn shall be paid to or for any one person in addi- 
tion to State aid. 

'* Votedy That the treasurer be authorized to hire 
the sum of fifteen thousand dollars to carry the above 
vote into effect, under tlie direction of the selectmen, 
should they deem it necessary.** 

Nov. 3, 18()3. — Town -meeting. The subject of 
allowing to David 11. Cluuupliu the aid granted to 
dnified men, according to a vote of the town, Aug. 
14, 1863, was referred to a committee consisting of 
Samuel L. Fearing, John Todd, and Melzar W. Clark, 
to report thereon at future meeting. 

Dec, 7, 1863. — At a war-meeting of the citizens of 
Hingham, held at the town hall this Monday even- 
ing, Edward Cazneau was chosen president, and 
Charles N. Marsh, secretary. 

The meeting was addressed by Rev. Calvin Lincoln, 
Rev. Joshua Young, Luther Stephenson, Col. Charles 
W. Seymour, and the chairman. 

Dec. 11. — An adjourned meeting of the citizens of 
Uingham was held this Friday evening, to aid in filling 
up the quota of the town. Col. Cazneau presided, 
and Charles N. Marsh officiated as secretary. Ad- 
dresses were made by Col. Seymour, Rev. E. Porter 
Dyer, Messrs. Benjamin Thomas, Luther Stephenson, 
Caleb T. Bassett, and Revs. Messrs. Lincoln and 
Hatch. 

The secretary then read a communication from 
Rev. Joshua Young, which, among other good things, 
contained a sentiment relating to " Our Armies," and 
one also to '' Old Hingham.'* 

The following letter was received from Governor 
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Andrew, in reply to an invitation to be present and 
address the meeting : 

"BosTOK, Deo. 1, 1863. 
" Bdwaho Caznmaii, Bag., ChairmaH of Selwimen, Jimyham, 

** Dear Sir, — In reply to jourt of November 28tb, I oan only 
My that it Is imponible for me to attend the meeting at lling- 
ham on Monday, December 7th, as yon request, although I 
need not assure you what pleasure it would give me to meet 
my friends and neighbors, or to aid in the labor of reeruiting 
there, if it were in my power to do so. 

" Very roepeotfuUy your fk-iend and servant, 
"John A. Andrbw, Oovemor of MattaekuweU:" 

This meeting was enlivened by the excellent per- 
formances of the Weymouth Band. On motion of 
Capt. John Stephenson, a rallying committee was 
chosen to aid the selectmen in obtaining recruits. 
The names of the committee were as follows : Crocker 
Wilder, Amasa Whiting, Alfred JiOring, Kzni Wilder, 
John Gushing, Andrew W. Dunbar, John Stephenson, 
David Leavitt, John K. Corthell, Fearing Burr, Jr., 
J. Sturgis Nye, Ezra Stephenson, George Hersey, Jr., 
Joseph Ripley, Joseph B. Thaxter, Jr., Charles W. 
Seymour, Benjamin Thomas, William J. Nelson, 
Isaac Barnes, and Israel Whitconib. 

Dec. 14. — At a meeting of the citizens liable to 
draft, George Horsey, Jr., was chosen ohairmuii, and 
Israel Whitcomb, secretary. 

*' Voted, That a subscription paper be circulated 
among those persons present who are liable to a drafl, 
to ascertain the amount of money that can be raised 
towards securing recruits for the quota of Hingham 
under the last call of the President of the United 
States. 

*^ Voted, To choose a committee of twelve to solicit 
subscriptions from persons who are liable to draft, and 
not present at this meeting. The committee chosen 
were as follows: Amasa Whiting, George Dunbar, 
and William Cushing, of the South Ward; Henry 
Stephenson, Henry Merritt, Jr., and Joseph T. 
Sprague, of the Middle Ward; Charles N. Mui-sh, 
Samuel M. Beal, and Isaac Gardner, of the North 
Ward ; and Edmund Hersey (2d), William F. Har. 
den, and Isaac W. Our, of the west district of the 
North Ward. 

** Votedf To choose a committee of twenty-five to 
solicit subscriptions from the community at large for 
the purpose of filling the quota of Hingham, under 
the call of the President of the United States, dated 
Oct. 17, 1863.'* The persons chosen upon this 
committee were Amasa Whiting, Albert B. Lor- 
ing, Alfred Loring, William C. Wilder, Ezra Wil- 
der, E. Barker Whitcomb, Samuel Lincoln, Israel 
Whitcomb, Joseph T. Sprague, Charles B. Boyd, 
David Leavitt, John Stephenson, John B. Lewis, 



Samuel L. Beal, J. Sturgis Nye, William J. Neboo, 
Henry C. Harding, Andrew J. Gardner, Gooige 
Hersey, Jr., Gridley F. Hersey, Geoige Lioooln, 
Jr., Henry Stephenson, Joseph Riploy, Caleb S. 
Hersey, and George Tilden. 

David Cushing, Jr., was added to the oommittee- 
at-large to solicit subBcriptioDs fVom Hingham persons 
who were residing in Boston. 

Adjourned to meet the next evening. 

Dec. 15. — At a meeting of the dtiiens liable to 
draft, held this evening, Col. Seymour was chosen 
treasurer. 

'^ Voted, That the whole matter of recmiting for 
the quota of the town be reoommitted to the former 
committee of twenty, chosen by the oitisens of Hing- 
ham." 

JMu i\0. — A meeting of the citixens of Hingham 
liable to draft, and of others interested in filling tho 
quota of the town, was held thu evening. Crocker 
Wilder, Esq., was chosen chairman, and Israel Whit- 
comb, secretary. 

Col. Seymour, treasurer, reported that he had 
rcoeivtiil froni tho soliciting oommitteo tho sum of 
I4G85, and had paid to persons for reeruiting pur- 
)MMieH $131)1.34, leaving a lialanco on liaiid of 
I3293.6G. 

" Voted, To hold a war-meeting at this place to- 
morrow afternoon, commencing at two o'clock, and 
that the citizens be remembered to dose their places 
of business at twelve o*clook ; also to cause the bells 
on the meeting-houses to be rung half an hour before 
the meeting. 

** Voted, That all citisens present be requested to 
act as a rallying committee to persuade persons who 
are liable to draft to attend the meeting to-morrow 
afternoon." Adjourned. 

Dec, 3L — A meeting of the citizens of Hingham 
was held this Thursday afternoon, with Crocker 
Wilder, ICsq., as chairman, and Israel Whitcumby 
secretary. After passing several unimportant Yotos, 
it was adjourned to meet at seven o'clock p.m. 

At the evening meeting Luther Stephenson was 
chosen to preside in the absence of Mr. Wilder. 
Eloquent remarks were made by the chairman, by 
Revs. K. Porter Dyer, and J. L. Hatch, Col. Sey- 
mour, Isaac BarneS; and others. Subsequently it 
was '^ voted, to dissolve, with three cheers for the 
Union." 

FtO. 12, 18G4. — At a meeting of the citizens of 
Hingham, held at the town hall this Friday evening, 
Crocker Wilder, Esq., was chosen chairman, and 
Israel Whitcomb, secretary. 

Col. Seymour, treasurer of tho Citizens* llecruiting 
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Comniittoe, presented his final report, which was read 

nnd accepted. 

Summary or thb Report. 

Receitf^d of the Soliciting Committee, $6093.50. 

Of this amonnt, ono pemon f^nvo $250.00 $250.00 

*' one poraon gave 160.00 150.00 

" iS re persons gave 100.00 600.00 

" one person gave 00.00 00.00 

" ten persons gave 50.00 500.00 

** three persons gave 40.00 120.00 

'* two persons gave 30.00 60.00 

" forty-two |>ersonB gave 25.00 1050.00 

" twenty -one persons gave... 20.00 420.00 

" twenty-flve persons gave... 15.00 375.00 

" one person gave 13.00 13.00 

" one hundred and thirty- 
two persons gavo 10.00 1 .'120.00 

" throe persons gave 8.00 24.00 

** one person gave 7.00 7.00 

" two hundred and twenty- 
one pormnis gave 5.00 1105.00 

" twenty- five persons gave... 3.00 75.00 

" one person f^ve 2.50 2.50 

" twenty-seven persons gave 2.00 54.00 

" eight persons gave 1.00 8.00 

ToUl $6093.50 

This amount docs not include any portion of the two 
thousand dollars previously ofTcred by Hon. Albert 
Fearing, or of the generous gifl of five hundred dollars 
by Edward S. Tobcy, JlJsq., of Boston. Neither does 
it take in the proceeds of any fair or entertainment, 
or of the several collections taken up at war-meetings 
prior to the appointment of the Citizens* Recruiting 
Committee. 

The credit side of the report shows in detail the 
amount paid for thirty-eight new recruits, and for 
twenty-six veterans who re-enlisted upon the quota of 
llingliani, with the neccHsury uxpcnHi^H of recruiting 
the same. 

The meeting was adjourned to Monday evening, 
15th inst. 

Feb. 15. — An adjourned meeting of the citizens 
liable to draO., and of others interested in filling the 
(|Uota of the town, was held at the town hall. Col. 
Seymour gave some additional information relating 
to the receipts and expenditures of the Citizens* Re- 
cruiting Committee ; after which the thanks of the 
meeting were presented to the Committee of Twenty 
for their services in filling the quotA of the town under 
the call of Oct. 17, 1863. 

'* Votrdj To choose a n^cruiting committee of seven, 
and the following persons were appointed, viz. : Israel 
Whitcomb, David Leavitt, Edmund Hersey (2d), 
Elijah Shute, Jason W. Whitney, William Fearing 
(2d), and Charles N. Marsh. 

" Voted, To choose a soliciting committee of thirty 
(4) canviiHs the town for subscriptions to aid in secur- 
ing recruits for the quota of Ilingham under the call 
of the President of the United States, dated Feb. 1, 
1864." 



March 7, 1864. — At the annual town-meeting, 
James S. Lewis, Esq., moderator, it was 

" Votedf That eight hundred dollars of the money 
raised for town expenses be appropriated, under the 
direction of the selectmen, for town aid to the fami- 
lies of volunteers. 

" Voted, That the treasurer be authorized to hire 
eight thousand dollars for paying State aid, under the 
direction of the selectmen. 

** Voted, To accept the minority report of the com- 
mittee to whom was referred the subject of allowing 
David FI. Champlin the aid granted to drafted men.^' 
The report recommends that he receive the same 
benefits granted to drafted men. 

" Voted, To ohooHc a committee consisting of Seth 
Sprague, Demerick Marble, George Hersey, Jr., 
James S. Lewis, and Caleb Oill, to audit the accounts 
of the recruiting officer, agreeably to order No. 32, 
from the Governor of the Commonwealth. 

'* Voted, That the treasurer be authorized to hire 
the sum of one thousand dollars to defray the ex- 
penses of recruiting in anticipation of premiums for 
volunteers enlisted under said order*' (32). 

April 11, 1864. — At a town-meeting held this 
Monday afternoon, James S. Lewis, Esq., in the 
chair, it was 

*' Voted, That the town refund the money contrib- 
uted by individuals, and applied for the purpose of 
procuring its proportion of the quota of volunteers in 
the military service allied for from the Commonwealth, 
under the orders of the President of the United States, 
dated Oct. 17, 1863, and Feb. 1, 1864, so far as it 
can be done legally, and that no part of sai<) money 
shall be refunded before the first day of August next. 

" Voted, To raise eight thousand dollars for the 
purpose of carrying the above vote into effect, pro- 
vided such amount shall be required. 

" Voted, That the treasurer be authorized, with the 
advice of the selectmen, to hire a sufficient sum of 
money for the purpose of procuring the town's pro- 
portion of the quota of volunteers as may be called 
for from the Commonwealth, under any order or call 
from the President of the United States, issued after 
the first day of March, 1864, provided such sum shall 
not exceed one hundred and twenty-five dollars to each 
volunteer obtained under such call or order." 

As an expression of the citizens of this town, it 
was 

" Voted, That the selectmen be authorized to take 
action in procuring and interring the bodies of officers 
and soldiers belonging to this town that may here- 
ader die in the service. 

" Voted^ That the selectmen be requested to petition 
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the Legislature that authority be granted to raise 
money for defraying tlio expenses of obtaining and 
interring tlie bodieH of Buch officers and soldiers be- 
longing to this town as way die in the service during 
the rebellion." 

June 17. — Omitting several citiiens' meetings 
which were unimportant in their results, an adjourned 
war-meeting was held this evening. 

" Votedy That the enrolled men of this town be 
requested to pay the sum of fifteen dollars each, for 
the purpose of securing a sufficient number of recruits 
to fill the quota of the town in anticipation of u call 
by the President of the United States for three hun- 
dred thousand mQxi. 

*^ Votedy To appoint a committee to solicit sub- 
scriptions from persons liable to drafl and from citi- 
zens generally. The committee were also to take into 
oonsideration the correcting of the enrollment by re- 
porting all cases of permanent disability, &c." 

The following persons were chosen a committee to 
solicit subscriptions, viz. : 

North Ward. — Andrew J. Gardner, Isaac Ghirdner, 
Elijah D. Tilden, Albert E. Thayer, Thomas J. Her- 
sey, Edmund Hersey (2d), and George Lincoln, Jr. 

Middle Ward, — Domorick Marble, Elislia Burr, 
Joseph T. Sprague, George Bailey, Loring Jacob, 
De Witt C. Bates, and Reuben H. Corthell. 

South Ward, — Elpalet L. Gushing, William Gush- 
ing, Joshua D. Turner, William C. Wilder, Elijah 
Shute, Edmund Hobart, Edwin Tower, and Joseph 
H. Wilder. 

July 30. — A meeting of the citizens liable to drafl 
was held for the purpose of making arrangements to 
fill the quota of the town under the last call. By 
vote of those present Dd Witt C. Bates was chosen 
to solicit subscriptions. 

Aiig. 8, 1864. — At a meeting of the citizens liable 
to drafl, and others interested in filling the quota, a 
subscription paper was circulated from which was 
realized upwards of one thousand dollars. Several 
gentlemen present expressed their intention of pro- 
curing substitutes, and it was voted to allow all such 
persons the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars from 
the recruiting fund. Up to this time the committee 
appointed to solicit subscriptions reported that they 
succeeded in raising between five and six thousand 
dollars towards obtaining recruits. 

Aug. 13. — A citizens* meeting was held for the 
purpose of obtaining home recruits for coast defense 
for one year's service. 

Aug. 20. — An adjourned meeting of those liable 
to drafl, and of all others interested in filling the 
quota of the town, was held this evening. It was 



announced as *' the last meeting (unless more eooour- 
agement be given) that will be held before tho dnifl.'* 
A statement was made showing the number of inon 
required to fill tho quota of the town. To mtjot tliia 
demand, a deposit had been made with the State to 
secure a proportion of the number required. Eight 
substitutes, also, had recently been furnished by per- 
sons who were liable to be drafted, and fifteen or more 
credits were expected from enlistments in the navy. 

Dec, 29, 1864. — In accordance with an act of the 
Massachusetts Ij^islature concerning the militia, ap- 
proved May 14, 1864, a meeting of the citizens of 
Hingham liable to military duty was held at the town 
hall for the purpose of forming a company and choos- 
ing a captain. Henry Jones was unanimously elcclod 
to the office, but the act was shortly afterwards sus- 
pended, and the company never met for parade or 
military drill. . Gapt. Jones was well qualified for the 
honor conferred upon him, having seen three years of 
active service at the front with the Eighteenth Regi- 
ment, Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, of the Arm j 
of the Potomac. 

Marcfi 6, 1865. — At tho annual town-meeting, 
James S. Lewis, Esq., moderator, it was voted that 
tho tronmircr ho authorized tn hire nine thoiiHnml 
dollars, with the approbation of the selectmen, for the 
payment of State aid, and that eight hundred dollarB 
of the amount raised for town expenses be appropri- 
ated, under the direction of the selectmen, for town 
aid. 

The town treasurer, with the advioe of the seleot- 
men, was also authorized to hire a sufficient sum of 
money for procuring tho town's proportion of votuii- 
teere called for from the commonwealth, or under any 
call or order from the President of the United States, 
issued after the fint day of March, 1865, provided 
such sum shall not exceed one hundred and twenty- 
five dollars to each recruit obtained under such cell 
or order. 

'* Votedy That one thousand dollare of the money 
raised for town expenses be appropriated for reornit- 
ing purposes if necessary." 

Military Record. — The following b a list of 
soldiers : 

J^'i/lh ItcijimcHl, 
Robort Guahing. Uovero Linooln. 

Forty-tccond Regiment. 
Lieut. Joaeph M. Tboroaa. Corp. George Dunbar. 

Liout. Fergus Anzle Ba6too. John Henry Stodder. 

Sixtieth Regiment. 
Andrew Wallace Gardner. 

One Hundred Duyt* Men. 
Robert Cusbing. Revere Linooln. 

George Dunbar. John H. Stodder. 
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Fergus A. Enxton. 
Andrew W. Gardner. 



Joseph M. Thomas. 



Fourth RegimenU 
Corp. Tilson Fuller. Caleb Beal Marsh. 

Fifth Regiment, 
Sergt. Jairus Lincoln, Jr. 

Sixth Rrgimeut. 
George Smith. 

Forty-third Regiment, 



Col. John C. Whiton. 
8orgt. Doxior Groffo. 
Corp. George W. Fearing. 
Loring Horsey Cushing. 
Isaao Francis Goodwin. 
Uoliis Horsey. 
Peter Loring. 



Daniol MoRenna. 
Samuel Cashing Souther. 
Thomas Souther. 
Charles Tower. 
William Waters Sprague. 
Robert M. Commings. 
Frederick W. Cotton. 



Forty-fonrth Regiment 
AUin nianchard, Jr. John Albert Reed. 

James Lewis Hnnt (2d). 
William Jones. 
Levi Kenerson. 
John Henry Litchfield, Jr. 



Ezra T. C. Stephenson. 
William Loring Stephen- 
son. 



Forty-fifth Regiment, 

Robert Burnsido. John R. Mayhew. 

Rrnnt F. Eichborn. Daniol W. Pondorgnst. 

Kilwin G. Evans. Jamos Souther. 

Jacob A. Ewell. Artemas Spragne. 

Francis Horsey. Edward Trabbitts. 

Honry 0. Little. Herbert J. Tulley. 

William Lowry, Jr. Daniel J. Walls. 
Josiah Lane Marsh. 

Fiftieth Regiment. 
(HmrloK II. Ilrown. 

Fleventh Light Battery, 
JoAoph M. Thomas. 

Nine Months* Men, 



Alvtn nianchard, Jr. 
Charles H. Drown. 
Robert Burnsido. 
Ernest F. Eichborn. 
Edwin G. Evans. 
Jacob A. Ewoll. 
Gttorgo W. Fearing. 
Tilson Fuller. 
Isaac F. Goodwin. 
Dexter Grose. 
Francis Horsey. 
Hollis Hcrscy. 
James L. Hunt (2d). 
William Jones. 
Levi Kenerson. 
Jairus Lincoln, Jr. 
John H. Litchfield, Jr. 
Honry 0. Little. 
Petor Loring. 
William Lowry. 
Caleb B. Marsh. 
Frcilcrick W. Cotton. 



Robert M. Cummings. 
Loring H. Cushing. 
Josiah L. Marsh. 
John R. May hew. 
Dnniol McKenna. 
Daniol W. Pondorgnnt. 
John A. Reed. 
George Smith. 
James Souther. 
Samuel C. Souther. 
Thomas Souther. 
Artemas Spraguo. 
William W. Spraguo. 
Exra T. C. Stephenson. 
William L. Stophonson. 
Joseph M. Thomafl. 
Charles Towor. 
Edward Trabbits. 
llorbort J. Tulloy. 
Daniel Walls, Jr. 
John C. Whiton. 



Sixty-firet Regiment, 
Jamos W. Gray. John H. Hayes. 

John E. Wilson. .foscph H. Hilton. 

William H. Allon. William Hilton. 



Thomafl S. Brigham. 
Wakefield Carver. 
James Daley. 
John R. Donaven. 
George C. Dunham. 
Michael Frsney. 



Patrick J. Kelley. 
James McNamara. 
George W. R. Putnam. 
George L. Rich. 
John A. Watson. 



Sixty -eeeond Regiment. 
Andrew Wallace Gardner. 

Fourth Regiment Heavy Artillery, 
James Mailison Cleverly. Michael Landers. 



John A. Farrington. 
George Jacob Fearing. 
William Mason Gilman. 
Henry Hart. 
Charles Helms. 



Michael Roach. 
Charles Shute. 
Melsar Vinal. 
Henry B. Vogell. 
Joseph N. Walls. 



Misoellaneons Assignments. — The following were 
enrolled for the term of one year, and assigned to 
three-year regiments whose term of service had not 
expired, viz. : 

Sergettnta. 

William M. Carter, age 23, enrolled in Co. H* Fifty-eighth 

Regiment, M. V. I., Aug. 18, 1864. Mustered out July 

14, 1805. 
Owen Murphy, age 28, enrolled in Co. C, Seventeenth Regiment, 

M. V. I., Sept. 20, 1804. Service terminated Jnne 80, 1805, 

ordor W. D., in Co. H. 

Privates, 

William Carter, age 43, enrolled in Co. G, First Regiment Heavy 
Artillery, M. V., Sept. 28, 1864. Mustered out May 3, 
1865. 

Francis Mayhew, ago 18, enrolled in Co. A, Third Regiment 
lloavy Arlillory, M. V., SopL 10, 1804. Mustered out 
June 14, 1865. 

Goorge Peacock, ago 20, enrolled in Co. A, Third Regiment 
Heavy Artillery, M. V., Sept. 28, 1804. Mustered out 
June 14, 1805. 

David Pettingell, age 35. Enrolled in Co. C, Seventeenth Reg- 
iment, M. V. I., Sept. 24, 1804. Serviee terminated June 
30, 1805, order W.D., in Co. B. 

Philip Sullivan, age 22. Enrolled in Co. C, Seventeenth Reg- 
iment, M. V. I., September 23, 1804. Service terminated 
June 30, 1805, onler W. D., in Co B. 

Aaron D. Swan, ago 40. Enrolled in Co. M, Third Regiment 
Heavy Artillery, M. V., Aug. 27, 1804. Mustered out June 
17, 1805. 

One Year Men, 



William H. Allen. 
Thomns S. Brigham. 
William Cnrtor. 
William M. Carter. 
Wakefiold Carver. 
James M. Cleverly. 
James Daley. 
John R. Donaven. 
Goorge C. Dunham. 
John A. Farrington. 
George J. Fearing. 
Michael Franey. 
Andrew W. Gardner. 
William M. Gilman. 
James W. Gray. 
Henry Hart. 



William Hilton. 
Patrick J. Kolley. 
Miohael Lsndors. 
Francis Mayhew. 
James McNamara. 
Owen Murphy. 
George Poacock. 
David Pettingell. 
George W. R. Putnam. 
George L. Rich. 
Michael Roach. 
Charles Shute. 
Philip SnUivan. 
Aaron D. Swsn. 
Melsar Vinal. 
Henry B. Vogell. 
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John H. EAjm, Joseph N. Walls. 

Charlw Holms. John A. Wfttson. 

Joseph H. Hilton. John B. Wilson. 



Begiment Infantry.— The First Regiment, 
Col. Robert Gowdin, was mustered into the service 
of the United States on the 15tb of June, 1861. 
Immediately on the oall for volunteers for a service of 
three years, Col. Gowdin visited Washington, and ten- 
dered himself and regiment for that period ; and this 
is understood to be the first regiment in the United 
States, armed and equipped, which was so tendered. 

It left the State on the day of muster, and on the 
17th marched through the streets of Baltimore, — the 
first Massachusetta regiment which had passed 
through these streets to the seat of war since the 
massacre of the 19th of April, as it was also the first 
three years* volunteer regiment that reached the city 
of Washington. 

After an»active career, and leaving a noble record 
of bravery, it was mustered out at the expiration of 
the term of enlistment, May 25, 1864. 

It took part in the following engagements, viz. : 
Bull Run, Williamsburg, Fair Oaks, Qlcndalc, and 
other battles on the Peninsula, Kettle Run, Second 
Bull Run, Ghantilly, Fredericksburg, Chancellors- 
ville, Oettysburg, Locust Grove, Wilderness, and 
Spottsylvanio. Of natives or residents of Hingham, 
the Massachusetts First included the following : 

Lieat. Biyah B. Gill, Jr. John William Gardner. 

William H. Beal. George P. Kilbum. 

John W. Obessman. Joseph M. Poole. 
Thomas Tinsley. 

Second B&tfiment. 

Isaao B. Damon. Ebeneser Flint Roberts. 

William Dnnbar, Jr. 

Ninth Begimeut, 
Corp. John Joyoe Breen. 

BUvtnth Begiment. 

Capi. Edwin Humphrey. Nathaniel Gill. 

Bergt. James J. Healey. William Todd Barnes. 

Lemuel 8. Blaokman. Charles II. Marsh. 

Daniel Horaoe Burr. William Cornelius Miller. 
James 8. Busiin. 

Unaeeigned Recruitt. 
William Buries. Charles Richardson. 

Twelfth Regiment. 

Capi. Alexander Ilitobborn. Jatnos FUsgorald. 

George Gardner. Jacob Gardner, Jr. 

John H. Blackman. Samuel Spencer. 

Laban F. Cusbing. Henry Swears. 

James D. Dunbar. Francis Thomas. 
John J. Edmonds. 

Thirteenth Regiment. 
William Wallaoe Sprague. George W. Stodder. 
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Thirty 'ttenntl 

Ucii. 1i. 8to|ilioniion, Jr. 
Mi^. Rdwftrd T. BouTd. 
Maj. Lyman B. Whiton. 
Capt. Oeorgo R. Reed. 
Lieut George W. Bibby. 
Lieut. N. French, Jr. 
Lieut. Amos P. Ilolden. 
Lieut. George M. Hudson. 
Sergt. Thos. D. BlosMm. 
Leonard B. Buker. 
Thomas A. Carver. 
Oharles Corbett. 
John W. Eldredge. 
Henry 8. Swer. 
James M. Uaslcell. 
James MoCarty. 
Charles 8. Mead. 
l*otor Ourish. 
John Parry. 
Isaae G. Waters. 
Nathaniel Wilder (2d). 
John C. Chadbourn. 
Silas Henry Cobb. 
Jaenb (]. Ciishing. 
ThoopliiluA Cnshing, Jr. 
William L. Dawes. 
John C. BIdrodge. 
Thomas L. French. 
Harvey M. Pratt 
Edgar P. Stodder. 
Washington I. Stodder. 
8umner A. Trask. 
B<lwin Hersoy. 
Clmrlos 11. F. Stodder. 
Kphrnini Andormm. 
Otis Lincoln Battles. 
])nniol l/onvilt Ileal. 
Laban 0. Boal. 
William Broeno. 
Henry F. Binney. 
Patrick Callahan. 
Ichabod W. Chandler. 
Moees K. Churchill. 
BufuB Churchill. 

Thirlif^Ji/ih 

Lieut. Oliver Burrill. 
Sorgt. (]cnrgc M. Adams. 
Caleb Uodley Boal. 



Hetfimmt, 

Gustavus P. Cortholl. 
William Fardy. 
George Freneh, Jr. 
Henry Gardner. 
8te|ihen P. Gould. 
WilHam K. Gould. 
Warren Hatoh, Jr. 
8amnol J. Henderson. 
John Q. Hersey. 
William IL Hersey. 
William Hersey, Jr. 
Sylvanus H. Higgins. 
Wallace Humphrey. 
Joshua Jaooby Jr. 
Frank Jermyn. 
Gardner Jones. 
Morallus Lane. 
Alfred G. Lincoln. 
Meltiah Loring. 
Frank Harley Miller. 
Paul McNeil. 
Henry G. Morse. 
Hiram Neweomb. 
John M. Nolan. 
Nathaniel B. Peare. 
George M. Prouty. 
James B. Prouty. 
Thomas Rafferty, Jr. 
Foster Remington. 
William F. Riley. 
John Ellcson Snell. 
John Sprague Souther. 
Demorick Stodder. 
Franklin A. Stodder. 
Horace L. Studloy. 
William Taylor. 
William II. Thomas. 
Charles E. Wilder. 
Exra Wilder, Jr. 
George Wilder. 
Joshua Wilder. 
Horatio P. Willard. 
George Adam Wolfe. 

Hegimcnt. 

David W. Cushing. 
William Dunbar, Jr. 



Thirty-eighth Regiment, 

Capt James A. Wade. Thomas Hervey. 

Lieut. Louis T. CnKairo. Joshua Roncli. 

Sergt Billings Merritt. Cushman Rounds. 

Henry Brown. Peter H. Royal. 
Cyrus 11. Chase. 

Thirty-ninth Regiment. 



Liout Thati. Churchill. 
Lieut. John H. IVouty. 
Serpt John W. Bailey. 
Sor;;!. Henry C. Kroiirli. 
Sorgl. Willium 11..liu'ol>. 
Corp. CImrlofl C. Bnilry. 
<'orp. Bonj. C. Jjinooln. 
Corp. Henry Felt Miller. 



Corp. Charles C. Young. 
Charles Eugene Bates. 
Timothy B. Chnpinnn. 
Filcar.or Chubhiick. 
.lames T. Churchill. 
John CrcHwoll. 
Andrew J. Damon. 
Cliarles E. French. 



George D. Gardner, 
AWin R. GUnos. 
Albert 8. Haynet. 
Albert Hersey. 
George Loring Hersey. 
Henry Foster Hersey. 
Charles Ijcroy. 
John 8. Neal. 
Levi Crowell Neweomb. 
Charles Henry Poole. 
Benjamin W. Prouty. 



Elijah Provty. 
Isaae Prouty. 
WiBiam Provty, Jr. 
Joseph Simmons. 
Edward A. F. Spear. 
Thomas Sprague. 
Beth Mellen Sprague. 
Alonio G. Stoekwell. 
Charles U. Tisdale. 
Franklin Jacob Torrej. 
Albert Wilder. 



Fortieth RegimenU 
Jeremiah J. Corooran. Ensign Lincoln. 

Fifty-fourth Regiment. 
Corp. David H. Champlin. Louis Legard Simpson. 

Fi/ty-Ji/th Regiment. 

Liout Alphonso Marsh. John T. Talbot 

Lieut Peter N. Sprague. 

Fifty -eixtk Regiment. 
Corp. George Bailey. George A. Clapp. 

Fifty-eerenth Regiment. 
Mus. Edw. 0. Graves. John Welsh. 

Fifty-eighih Regiment. 

Col. John C. Whiton. William C. Torrey. 

Sergt. Wm. M. Carter. James L. Litchfield. 

John McDonald. 

Fifty-ninth Regiment. 

Corp. Alfred Tyler. Anton Tapp. 

Mus. Ed. 0. Graves. 

Third Regiment Heavy Artillery. 
MaJ. Lyman Barnes Whiton. 

Firet Regiment Heavy Artillery. 
Corp. W. A. Cushing. Joshua Crosby, Jr. 



Capt Edwin Thomas. 
Lieut Edwin F. Tirrell. 
Sergt Francis K. Meade. 
Corp. Franz Burhenne. 
Corp. Isaiah W. Loring. 
William Carter. 
John B. Batcholdor. 
Jonathan B. Ackerraan. 
Fielder Betting, Jr. 
George A. Chubbuck. 



Francis Mayhew. 
Daniel H. Miller. 
Levi Hanscom Dow. 
Joseph Henry Noyes. 
George Peacock. 
George E. Richardson. 
Joseph Rollins. 
Charles Edward Spurr. 
Aaron D. Swan. 
Henry Whitman. 



Firet Battery Light Artillery. 
James Russell French. 

Third liattery Light Artillery. 
George Franklin Tower. 

Tenth fiattcry Light Artillery. 

Hosea Orcutt Barnes. 

Men in Regiment* of Artillery and in Batteriee. 



Jonathan B. Aokerman. 
Hosea 0. Barnes. 
.Tohn B. Batoholder. 
Fielder Boiling, Jr. 
Frnnx l^iirlicnno. 
William Cnrtor. 
George A. Cliubbiiok. 
Joshua Crosby, Jr. 



Webster A. Cushing. 
Levi H. Dow. 
James R. French. 
Tfliiiali W, I#oring. 
Francis Mayliow. 
Francis K. Meade. 
Daniel H. Miller. 
Joseph H. Noyes. 
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George PeMoek. 
George B. Riobardton. 
Joieph Rollini. 
Oharlet B. Sparr. 
Aaron D. Swan. 



Bdwin ThomM. 
Bdwin F. Tirroll. 
Goorge F. Towor. 
Henry Whititian. 
Lyman 1). Whiten. 



Anton Tapp. 

JFint R^gim^Mi.of Oaoalry, 
William Alden Daggett. Charlee Damon Kilbiirn. 



Seeond Rtgimeni 

Thomas T. Barnes. 
Bben Hart. 

Fourth Hegimtni 

LienL Benjamin Thomas. 
Mi^. Bdward T. Bout^. 
Lient. I^homas Uiekey. 
Sergt. Frank H. Gilman. 
Sergt. Arvander Merrow. 
Oorp. James G. Raymond. 
Mus. Thomas Cloney. 
Mus. Williaiii A. Daggett. 
Oriotes L. Bailey. 
Charles Oampbell. 
Oomelius Gonnell. 
Samuel N. Corthell. 
William L. Cummings. 



of Cavalry, 

John McLaughlin. 

o/ Cavalry, 

Alfred Gardner. 
Charles Gardner. 
George W. Farrur. 
Jaroea Hiokoy. 
William Henry Jones. 
Joseph Smith Miller. 
Samuel Nowcomb (2d). 
Thumtuf lUlTorty, Jr. 
Dennis Scully. 
Bdmund Spellman. 
Frank H. Tilton. 
Philo C. Winalow. 



Fifth B§tfim§nt of Cavalry. 

Rttfos Clark. Matthew H. Luous. 

Thomas Davis. Joseph Nathan. 

George Jones. 



Xic< o/ Men in 

Orietes L. Baiiley. 
Thomas T. Barnes. 
Bdward T. Boot6. 
Charles Campbell. 
Rnftts Clark. 
Thomas Cloney. 
Cornelius Cornell. 
Samuel N. Corthell. 
William L. Cummings. 
William A. Daggett. 
Thomas Darls. 
George M. Farrar. 
Alfred Gardner. 
Charles Gardner. 
Frank U. Gilman. 
Ubon Hart. 
James Hiokey. 



Cavalry Service, 

Thomas Hiokey. 
George Jones. 
William H. Jones. 
Charles D. Kilburn. 
Matthew H. Lucas. 
John McLaughlin. 
Arvander Merrow. 
Joseph S. Miller. 
Joseph Nathan. 
Samuel Newoomb (2d). 
Thomas Raflforty, Jr. 
James G. Raymond. 
Dennis Scully. 
Edward Spellman. 
Benjamin Thomoa. 
Frank H. 'VWUm. 
Philo C. Wiualuw. 



Claeeed ae 

Bdwin Allen. 
Louis Anderson. 
Calvin R. Baker. 
John Raker. 
Joseph liarstow. 
George W. Boon. 
George H. Bonnoy. 
Bdwin Booth. . 
John Brown. 
Melxar W. Clark. 
John Collins. 
Thomas Collins. 
William Colman. 
Barney Conaley. 
Charles Cook. 



additional enliitmenti, 

Henry Daggett. 
Horatio M. Dallas. 
Thomas D. Dalton. 
Albert Damon. 
JuuiOB Duinpscy. 
Honry H. Dowiios. 
Josliih KiUoii. 
West D. KI(lro<lgo. 
Thomas M. Fnrrull. 
Timolhy (jordon. 
James Gormnn. 
Thomas (Jritlin. 
Edward liackett. 
Mark Hall. 
OtisC. Hardy. 
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Win. nrajr Ctislnng, Jr. DiuiielJoiioph T1ioio|)iH>n. 

Itonjamin IIiilchfioM. Honrj Trowbrhlge. 

Daniel Stodder. William Burtos. 
ThomM R. Mar)>hjr. 

lllNOnAM MBR IN TUB NATT AfXX>RDIirO TO RANK. 

Offietrt, 

Charles Ilanling lioHng. CharloR Manon Fuller. 

Thomas Andrews. Charles Anderson Stewart 

Andrew Tower. John Means Tmrael. 

Franklin Niokerson. Aogostus names. 
K«lward Welter llalorn. 

Warrant Offietrt, 

Frederiok Clinton Blair. Samael Newoomb (2d.) 

Alfred B. Whiting. Alden Linooln. 

Charles Campbell. George Alexander rover. 

Ilenry Winslow Uersejr. Daniel Stodder Linooln. 
Rlkanah Blnney. 

Seamen. 
William Eldredge. George B. Richardson. 

John William Gardner. 

Ordinary Seamen, 

George Anthony Chub- Beigamin Hatehfield. 

back. Daniel Stodder. 

William Gray Cashing, Thomas R. Marphy. 

Jr. 

Coal-JIeaver. 

Isaac Murray Dow. 

rAiud»men, 
Dsniel Daloy. deorgo Iloward Merritt. 

Robert Francis Fardy. Daniel Joseph Thompson. 

Edward Gotcholl. Henry Trowbridge. 

Ronjaiuin liiuooln Jonos. 

Unknown. 
William Burtos. 

Further Enltetmente. 

Arthur Beal, Forty-second Regiment. 
Augustus Boiling, Forty-second Regiment. 
Swan P. Colberg, Forty-second Regiment. 
James Corcoran, Forty-second Regiment. 
William Otis Lincoln, Jr., First Regiment Cavalry. 
Patrick McCrnnc, Forty-socond Rcf^imont. 
Michael Itoardou, Forty-souond Rogiraont. 
William Rich/Fhirty -eighth Regiment. 
John Ryan. 
Warren R. Spurr, Heavy Artillery. 

Summarff, 

Regular niouihorR an<l volunteers of the Lincoln Light 
InTantry who Rorvod at Fortress Monroe, not in- 
cluded in any quota 71) 

Number of pohlicra and sailors, nivtivoH of Hingham, 
who served in the war, including enlistments in 

other States 243 

Number of soldiers and Pnilors who served fur the 

quota of Hingham . '^^I 

It should be understood that many of our soldiers and 
Bailors served upon more thnn one quota of the town. 
In sonio inslniH'.rs, soldiorn serving for short terms 
afterwards enlisted for three years. Others, at the ex- 
piration of their term of throe years, or nfler being 
discharged for disuhility, rc-onlistwl upon now quotas, 
as required at the time. 



The aggregate of tho enlistments fW>m Hingham during - 
the war, and not inoluding the members of the Lin- 
coln Light Infantry, was 

Number of soldiers and sailors eonneoted with Hing- 
ham who died prior to the ereetion of the monument' 



705 



87 



With a single exception, all the quotas of Hing- 
ham were filled by voluntary enlistments. A draft 
was made at Taunton, July 20, 1863, when one hun- 
dred were drawn, viz. : 



llouben Rprague. 
William Fearing (2d). 
John C. Fearing. 
Morallns Lane. 
Ebenexer G. Ripley. 
Alanson Crosby. 
Charles C. Hersey. 
Francis II. Stowell. 
Samuel Lemon. 
Caleb C. White. 
Don Pedro Wilson. 
Ilosea B. Ilersey. 
William K. Gould. 
Benjamin Thomas. 
George Fox. 
Caleb Marsh. 
John F. Welsh. 
John 0. Remington. 
Ambrose Leaoh. 
Josiah Q. Gardner. 
Smith Richardson. 
Atkinson Nye. 
Thomas McGlone. 
John liomon. 
Kdwin W. Boal. 
Andrew C. Gushing. 
Bdward Pyne. 
Edward 0. Farmer. 
Joseph H. Litchfield. 
Thomas Stephenson. 
Henry W. Ripley. 
Levi Ilersey. 
George Ilobart. 
William G. Miller. 
John Uincs. 
Bbenexer C. Ilobart. 
George Lang. 
Petri cic Fee. 
George R. Ripley. 
Thomss Baeesil. 
Leonard Birch. 
Albert T. llutchins. 
Hiram T. Iloward. 
George W. Young. 
Warren Remington. 
Timothy Shea. 
William H. SUrr. 
TiCavitt Sprngno (2d). 
Caleb F. Gardner. 
David Fearing, Jr. 



Kdwin Wilder (2d). 
John White. 
Joseph Curtis. 
Edward S. Gushing. 
William Cougblan. 
Henry Hobart. 
Theophilus Gushing, Jr. 
Edmund Ilersey (2d). 
David Thaxter. 
Joshua Jaoob, Jr. 
Charles Stephenson. 
Joseph H. Linooln. 
William G. Wilder. 
Seth S. Hersey, Jr. 
Matthew Glyneh. 
Daniel W. Sprague. 
Sewall Pngsley. 
Richard Staples. 
Beqjamin L. Gushing. 
Lincoln B. Bieknell. 
Josiah S. Remington. 
Peter MoGlone. 
Edward G. Wilder. 
James K. Tonng. 
John Pyne. 
George W. Tilden. 
William T. Nelson. 
Laban 0. Beal. 
Elgah W. Burr. 
Barsillai Linooln. 
John Wilder. 
Charles U. Eldredge. 
Daniel Bowen. 
Thomns Murray. 
Ebeil Sprague, Jr. 
Edwin H. Bates. 
Thomas L. Sprague. 
Howard Litchfield, Jr. 
Stephen P. Gould. 
Redmond Welsh. 
George A. Newhall. 
James M. Garland. 
Albert Whiton. 
Isaac B. Miller. 
Freeman Pugsloy. 
Charles Mayhew. 
James S. King. 
Willard Snow. 
Thomas J. Hersey. 
George R. Turner. 



So far as known, three only joined the army under 
the requisition of this draft, viz., William K. Gould, 
Sewall Pugsley, and Don Pedro Wilson. A very 
large majority was excused for disability, and the 
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remainder either exempted by pBOvisioDS of the law, 
or by paymeot of the sum required for oommotation. 
Among the latter were the following : 



Alanson Crosby. 
Andrew C. Gushing. 
Edward S. Cashing. 
William Fearing (2d). 
Josiah L. Gardner. 
Seih 8. Ilersej, Jr. 
Thomas Jones Hersey. 
Bbenexor C. ITubart. 



Henry Hobart. 
James 8. King. 
Bdward Pyne. 
William Snow. 
WillUm H. 8torr. 
George W. Tilden. 
George W. Toung. 



Of natiyes, but at the time non-residents of Hing- 
ham, the drafl inoludod, — 



Gustavas Abbott. 
Charles W. Dassott. 
Elijah Beal. 
Robert Burr. 
Henry Damon. 
Honry L. Foaring. 
Timothy Foster. 
Henry Renerson. 
George Lane. 
Parlcer B. Lane. 
William Lane. 
Weston Lewis. 



Amasa Lincoln. 
Solomon Linooln, Jr. 
Thomas W. Lincoln. 
David Ripley. 
Levi B. Ripley. 
Jutfcpli S. Spriiguo. 
Leonard Sprague. 
Samuel Sprague. 
Levi Stearns. 
James Tilden. 
Albert T. Whiting. 
Dexter B. Whiton. 



Members of the Thirty-second Regiment who on- 
listed as veteran volunteers, and who were counted on 
the quota of the town of Hingham, being regularly 
mustered into the service of the United States for 
three years from Jan. 5, 1864 : 

Bphrairo Anderson. 
Otis L. Battles. 
William Breen. 



John C. Chadbourn. 
Jacob G. Cushing. 
William L. Dawes. 
John W. KIdredge. 
Thomas L. French. 
Edwin Hersey. 
Wallace Humphrey. 
Gardner Jones. 



James MoOarty. 
Charles 8. Meade. 
Frank H. Miller. 
PeUr Garish. 
Harvey M. Pratt. 
William Riley. 
Charles H. F. Stoddor. 
Edgar P. Stodder. 
Washington I. Stodder. 
Nathaniel Wilder (2d). 
George A. Wolfe. 



Substitutes were fiimbhed by the following per- 
sons : 



Principal. 
Amos B. Bates. 
DeWitt C. Bates. 
Caleb G. Beal. 
Ambrose Beech. 
E. Waters Burr. 
Isaac Gardner (2d). 
Tobias 0. Gardner. 
W. Allan Gay. 
Theodore R. Glover. 
George P. Hayward. 
David R. Hersey. 
Charles Howard. 
David Jacob. 
Joseph Jacob, Jr. 
Loring Jacob. 
Arthur Lincoln. 
George Linooln, Jr. 



Substitute. 
John M. Whittier. 
Dennis Riley. 
John Manill. 



Adolph Wagner. 



Vernon W. Andrews. 
John Stuart. 
Joseph T. King. 
Martin Callahan. 
John If. Buxton. 
John Domick. 
Christian Veil. 



Prinolpal. 
Solomon Lineoliii Jr. 
Bnof Loring. 
Thomas F. Whiton. 
William 0. Wilder. 



Sobslltute. 
Jerry Hurley. 
Job NIobohM. 



Soldieri' Monument — The soldiers' monument of 
Hiogham was dedicated June 17, 1870, the addreaB 
being delivered by Solomon Lincoln. 

The monument is of Quinoy granite. It rests 
upon a solid foundation, ten feet square by six feet 
deep, laid in regular courses of split stone and oemont. 
The mottoes, mouldings, and cmbcHiKluncnts upon it 
are skillfully wrought, and the general outline of the 
whole structure is neat and pleasing in appearanee. 
The proportions are as follows: Lower hoM^ eight 
feet nine inches square, by one foot five inches in 
height. Plinth^ six feet eight inches square, by one 
foot five inches in height, ^^ppcr hcue^ moulded, 
five feet eleven inches square, by one foot two inches 
in height. Die^ four feet six inches square, by seven 
feet one inch in height. Shafts two feet nine inches 
square at base, by nineteen feet in height. Whole 
height, thirty feet. 

The die bears those inscriptions : 

[South Pace.] 

Rroctod hy the town. 

1870. 
Gapt. Bdwin Humphrey. 
Lieut. Nathaniel Prenoh, Jr. 
Sergt. Henry C. French. 

" Peter Ourish. 
Corp. Jacob Gilkey Cushing. 
'< W. Irving Stoddar. 
Nelson F. Corthell. 
William Breon. 



u 



ti 

Pnvatet. 
Daniel L. Beal. 
William H. H. Beal. 
William B. Cushing. 
James T. ChurohiU. 
Charles B. Frenoh. 
John W. Gardner. 
John Q. Hersey. 
Benjamin Lincoln. 
William J. Stockweli. 
Demerick Stodder. 
Albert Wilder. 

Honor to the Brave. 

[Bast face.] 
Rest Through Liberty. 

Major Benjamin C. Lincoln. 
Lieut. Francis Thomas. 

** Blljah B. QUI, Jr. 
Sergt. Leavitt Lincoln. 

Pi'ivate§, 
llonioo D. liurr. 
Thouios Churchill. 
Andrew J. Damon. 
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William Danbiir, Jr. 
Jmttca FiUgentld. 
MiohMl Feo. 
Riehard J. Farrell. 
Gardner JonM. 
Henry B. LlTlngttone. 
Jobn 8. Neal. 
Edward A. F. Spear. 
Dennit Seully. 
Joeoph Sitninons. 
Thomas TIntley. 
Frank H. Tilton. 

[North face.] 
Brer Faithful. 

Lieut George W. Bibby. 
Sergt James M. Haskell. 

William II. Jones, Jr. 
Charles S. Meade. 
Miohael Thompson. 
Corp. Jeremiah J. Corooran. 
Albert 8. Uaynes. 
Henry F. Miller. 



« 



<i 



« 



it 



n 



Private*. 

George 1). Gardner. 
Wallnoo Humphrey. 
William II. Jones. 
Sowalt Tugsloy. 
8amuel Speneer. 
Horaee L. 8tudley. 
Thomas Bpragne. 
Alrin Tower. 
Charles R. Wilder. 
Horatio P. Willard. 
Don l*o<lro Wilson. 

[West Face.] 
For Oiir Country. 

Corp. Charles W. Blossom. 
" HI ram W. Henderson. 
" Charles D. Kilburn. 

Private*, 

James Ballentlne. 

John B. Crease. 

Poros F. Foaring. 

Daniel D. Ilersey. 

Charles H. Marffh. 

Daniel Murphy. 

John L. Manuel. 

Conrad P. Yaeger. 

Hosca 0. Barnes. 

Raiiiuel M. liincoln. 

llollis llcrney. 

Hirnin Nowcoinb. 

Caleb (Jill, 
ct. Mas. Com. Thomafl Andrews, 
neign Edward W. Ilalcro. 
saman George II. Merritt. 
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THOMAS TRACY BOUV£. 

Thomas Tracy Boav6 was born in Boston on the 
14th of January, 1815. He was placed in a private 
school in early childhood, where reading and spelling 
were taught, and transferred from it to a public 
school (the Eliot) at the age of seven. Reading, 
writing, arithmetic, geography, and grammar were 
the studies pursued, and in these he became suffi- 
ciently proficient to enable him to receive the Frank- 
lin medal when twelve years of age, at which time 
he graduated, and entered the English high school, 
then in Pincknoy Street 

School-day life at that period was very different 
from what it is at the present time. There were then 
at the Eliot several hundred boys between the ages of 
seven and fourteen, and all placed in two large rooms, 
each of which had class divisions rising from either 
side of ii central passage between thom. One room, 
the lowest, was devoted to writing and arithmetic, 
the other, over the first, to grammar, geography, and 
reading. Each department was in charge of a head 
master, and of an assistant, who was called the usher. 
A very considerable portion of the time of some of 
the teachers was occupied in the punishment of 
offenders, and the noise of the rattan, as blows were 
struck upon the hands held out to receive them, daily 
shocked the ears and hearts of those who sympa- 
thized with the victims of cruelty, while the heroism 
manifested by many of the sufferers in bearing the 
blows without a cry, when each descent of the rod 
made a blue mark across the hand or wrist, cannot be 
forgotten. 

The boys were then all Americans with possibly a 
very few exceptions. A considerable number of the 
older ones, or such as were members of the higher 
classes, were detailed as a fire-brigade ; and upon a 
public alarm of fire they rushed from the school, 
taking with them each a fire-bucket from many which 
hung in the halls of the building, and ran to the scene 
of conflagration. Here the boys were placed in lines 
to pnRS water in their buckets from Dci|^liboring pumps 
to the liaiid-enj^ines playing upon the fire. Our sub- 
ject was one of the number who thus at the age of 
twelve acted as a fireman. 

The stay of the young boy at the English high 
school was but brief. The reduced circumstances of 
his father, roaultinj; from severe and prolonged illness, 
led to its being thought best that the lad should leave 
school and enter a sk)ro for the sake of the small 
salary that he might earn. He accordingly entered a 
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dry-goods store and remained there until the failure 
of his employer, two years afterwards. At fifteen 
years of ago he entered the employment of Lyman & 
Kalston, who were the proprietors of extensive iron- 
works on the mill dam property, and where it is be- 
lieved the first locomotive-engine made in Massachu- 
setts was built. This business being given up after 
two or three years, he became a clerk in the employ 
of several corporations of which George W. Lyman 
was treasurer, and with him, and afterwards with the 
well-known and highly-respected Patrick T. Jackson, 
who was treasurer of the Great Falls Manufucturing 
Company, passed several years with great satisfaction 
to himself, and with the respect and regard of those 
whom ho served. 

"While thus engaged and even from the time of 
leaving school, feeling keenly the want of a liberal 
education, he ever sought to make np for this defi- 
ciency by study, and having early imbibed a love for 
scientific investigation, was led to read much relating 
to chemistry, mineralogy, and geology. In order to 
advance in such and kindred studies, he soon found 
that it would be advantageous to become acquainted 
with the Latin and French languages, and accordingly 
gavo much time to their acquisition. 

When about twenty-five years of age, he beoiuie a 
partner in the well-known commission iron house of 
Curtis, Leavens & Co., afterwards Curtis, Bouv6 & 
Co. This house was prosperous, and he remained a 
partner in it for about thirty years, when being in- 
vited by the government of the Glendon Iron Company 
to become its treaHurer, ho did so, and has since 
conducted its alTuirs succc:jsfully, and, it is believed, 
to the satisfaction of all interested, fle is at the 
present time, also, a director in one of the oldest of 
the national banks in Boston, as well as in several 
manufacturing corporations in this and other States. 

Outside of his business occupations, Mr. Bouv^'s 
work has been very largely in a scientific direction. 
Soon after the formation of the Boston Society of 
Natural History he became a member, and in 1841 
was elected to the office of cabinet-keeper. In 1842 
he became curator of geology, and in 1863 curator 
of geology and paleontology, which office he held 
until 1867. Fle was qIho curator of mineralogy from 
1865 to 1870. At this date committees of the 
several departments of the museum were formed in 
place of curatorships, and he has served upon some 
of these up to the present time. From 1861 to 1865 
he held the office of treasurer of the society, and 
took an active part in raising the funds necessary in 
the erection and completion of the museum building 
on Berkeley Street. In 1866 he became second vice- 



president, which position he held until 1870, when 
he was elected president of the society, succeeding 
the oelebmted naturalist. Dr. JofTrius Wyman, whtiBo 
health compelled his withdrawal from the office. He 
retained this position for ten years, resigning in 1880, 
and receiving at this time marked testimoniab of great 
respect and regard from the members. 

Mr. Bouv^ is a member of the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, a corresponding member 
of the Academy of Sciences, Philadelphia, etc. In 
1850 he received the honorary degree of A.M. fmni 
Harvard University. 

The published contributions of Mr. Bonv^ are not 
numerous, and may mostly be found in the ^^ Pn»- 
ceedings of the Boston Society of Natural History.** 
In 1880, at the request of that society, he wrote for 
its memoirs a history of the society from its forma- 
tion, in 1830, and which was also published in a 
separate volume. He has passed the leisure hours of 
the past year or two in studying accurately the geology 
and botany of Hingham, intending to contribute the 
result of his labors toward the contemplated work on 
the history of the town. 

Although holding active membership in various 
charitable societies, Mr. Bouvo*s principal working 
interest has been in that of the Temporary Home for 
the Destitute.. In the infancy of this institution, 
when it was lacking in means sufficient for its work, 
he served as treasurer, and took an active part in 
bringing it up to what it is, — one of the best among 
the charitable institutions of the city, lie alUirwunls 
became it^ president, holding the position for many 
years, and only relinquishing it from inability to 
attend to all the duties incumbent upon him in the 
several positions in which he was placed. He is yet 
a member of the institution, and much interested in 
the proceedings. 

Mr. Bouvo has always felt a strong interest in pub- 
lic affiiirs, although his tastes have never led him to 
take any active part in political action. He never 
has held, or desired to hold, any public office. He 
was an early abolitionist and a member of the Vigi- 
lance Committee of Boston, formed to aid runaway 
slaves, and he subscribed to the fund raised for the 
purpose of providing arms and supplies for the early 
settlers of Kansas, to enable them to defend them- 
selves from the murderous attacks of the slave power, 
then attempting to establish slavery upon that free 
soil. He wiis a mombor of the Free Soil party from 
its formation, and subsequently of the Republican 
party, always earnestly advocating its principles. 
When the war of the liebcllion opened he strongly 
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felt tlint it hliould bo what it finally became, — a war 
of oiiiancipatioii, and obcorfully saw his eldest 8on 
engaged in the military servieo of his country as 
soon as his age permitted him to enter it. 

Mr. Bouve was married, at the age of twenty-four, 
to Miss Emily G. Lincoln, of Ilingham. They have 
had seven children, of whom five survive. 



KURD L. RIPLBY. 

Ebed L. Ripley is a representative of one of Bing- 
ham's oldest families. He is a lineal descendant of 
William Ripley, who came from Flingham, Norfolk 
County, England, in ship *' Diligent," 1G38, with his 
wife, two sons and two daughters, and settled in 
Hinghani, Mass., on a lot of land which was granted 
him on the " Main Street, Lower Plain." This land 
has been in the possi'ssion of his descendants to the 
present time, and the handsome residence of Mr. 
Ebed L. Ripley now stands on what is thought to be 
the identical site of the cottage of his great ancestor, 
nearly two centuries and a half ago. William Ripley 
died July, 1(>5G. John}^ his eldest son, married 
Elizabeth, daughter of Rev. Peter Hobart, who was 
the first minister in Hingham. They had six sons 
and one daughter, of whom Peter* was fiflh. He was 
born Oct. 21, 1668, married Sarah Lazell, April 27, 
1<»9!», and had three sons and throe daughtci'H. He 
died April 22, J 7 12. l\'lvv\ \m 8<*.cond child and 
eldest son, was burn Oct. 25, 1695. He married 
Silence Lincoln, Jan. 5, J 72 1. They had three sons 
and five daughters. He died April, 1765. Nehe- 
miah^ his son, was born April 2, 1727, married 
Lydia Hobart, June 4, 1752 ; to them were born five 
sons and two daughters. He died Aug. 10, 1769. 
His eldest son bore his name. NefieniifiJi* was born 
April 18, 170r», married Prlscilla jjincoln, Feb. 24, 
1780. They had nine children, six sons and three 
daughters. Mr. Ripley died March 5, 1829. EbecP^ 
his youngest son, was born Nov. 15, 1793 ; he mar- 
ried Leah Jones, Nov. 23, 1820. Their children 
wore Mary Burr, married John K. Corthell ; Joan 
Jones, also married John K. Corthell ; and Ebed 
JAncoln Ripley^ whose portrait accompanies this 
sketch. Ebed L. was born May 23, 1831, was 
educated at the common schools of his native town, 



and in 1848 went to Boston as clerk in tho wholesale . 
clothing* store of Fearing k Whitney. He remained 
with them till Jan. 1, 1855, when he was admitted as 
a partner, and the firm became Fearing, Whitney & 
Co. July 1, 1855, the firm was dissolved by the 
death of Mr. Whitney, and a new firm was formed} 
styled Fearing, Rhodes & Ripley. July 1, 1858, 
Mr. Fearing retired, and the firm became Rhodes & 
Ripley, and has remained the same, or Rhodes, 
Ripley & Co., to date. They have been very success- 
ful in business, and now rank among the leading 
wholesale clothiers of Boston. Mr. Ripley is a 
thorough business man, as is evidenced by his rise from 
an ordinary clerkship to the proprietorship of the 
establishment He is a worthy representative of that 
numerous class of men in New England whom we call 
*' self-made." His geniality of disposition and whole- 
souled heartinesp of manner not only makes those 
who are his acquaintances his friends, but even the 
stranger is made at once to feel at home in his pres- 
ence. The same spirit of enterprise which has 
brought to him success in his business afiairs he ex- 
hibits in all matters pertaining to the welfare and 
public improvement of his native town. It was 
largely, if not chiefly, through his persistent and un- 
flagging eflforts that Accord Pond water was intro- 
duced in 1880 into Hingham and Hull, and his 
services in this regard were acknowledged by his 
being chosen president of the Hingham Water Com- 
pany, which position he has held to the present time. 
The same year (1880) he was chosen president of the 
Hingham Agricultural and Horticultural Society, and 
has been re-elected every year since. He is a trustee 
of the Public Library in his town, and an earnest 
advocate of liberal education and progressive thought. 
Fie is a member of the First Unitarian Parish, and 
active in the management of its afiairs. He has su]>- 
ported the Republican party since its organization, 
and in 1884 was chosen its delegate from the Second 
Congressional District of Massachusetts to the Na- 
tional Republican Convention at Chicago. He mar- 
ried, Dec. 23, 1856, Henrietta, daughter of Seth S. 
Hersey ; she died Aug. 14, 1868. He married as his 
second wife Elizabeth H. M. Hersey, daughter of 
Henry Hersey, Jan. 3, 1871, by whom he has six 
children, three boys and three girls. 
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BY WILLIAM T. DAVIS. 



Tub town of Plympton was origiDallj incladed 
within the limits of Plymouth. The history of its 
territory therefore is as ancient as that of Plymouth 
itself. When incorporated it included the whole of 
the town of Curvcr and parts of Halifax and King- 
ston, comprising; in all thirty-six thousand five hun- 
dred and six acres. The rich meadow lands and 
heavily-wooded swamps, with which this territory 
abounded, early attracted the first settlers, who 
sought grants from the Colony Court of farms to re- 
main contiguous to their dwellings in Plymouth. As 
early as 1640 the records show that the grants began 
to be made, and the meadows of Colobrook, of Laken- 
ham, and Colchester, as they were called, wore divided 
among the settlers according to their respective appli- 
cation and wants. At a later period, Winnatuxet, or 
the New-Found Meadows, began to be granted to per- 
sons whose lineal descendants still reside within the 
borders of Plympton. The Colebrook and Lakenham 
Meadows, within the present bounds of Carver, in- 
cluded the South Meadows and the Wenharo region 
respectively. The former name was probably either 
corrupted from Coldbrook, or derived from James 
Cole, who had an early grant in that neighborhood. 
The latter name was suggested by the numerous ponds 
or lakes within the territory to which it was applied, 
the termination ** hum" meaning merely " borough," 
" district," or " town" or " village." The Colchester 
and Winnatuxet Meadows, within the present limits 
of Plympton, derived their names from Colchester 
Brook, one of the tributaries of Jones River, and Win- 
natuxet River, which rises in Carver, and flowing 
through Plympton and Halifax finally empties into 
Taunton River. Colchester again was a name brought 
from England, while Wiiiiintuxct was the Indian 
name of the country along the borders of the stream. 

The first grant of land within the ancient bounds of 
Plympton was made to John Jenny, on the 2d of April, 
1638, by the Court of Assistants. On that day it was 
ordered that *' all the residue of the lands reserved for 
the mill, whereof the five or six acres aforesaid is a 



part, is with Mr. Jenny's consent granted to Ghibriell 
Fallowell, and Mr. Jenny hath other lands granted 
him in lieu thereof at Lakenham." On the 16th of 
September, 1641, at the Oenoral Court, '* Mr. Jenny 
is granted as much more upland as will niako hia 
farm at liakcnham two hundred acres, and when that 
is used then to have more added to it, in lieu of some 
land he hath yielded up at the town to Oabriell Fal- 
lowell." At the same date James Cole was granted 
" fifly acres of upland at Lakenham, and some mead- 
ows to be laid to it upon view." On the 2d of No- 
vember, 16«J0, " tho several persons foHowing are 
granted meadowing in the North Meadow, by Jones 
River : to Mr. John Done twelve acres, to Mr. 
Thomas Willet twelve acres, to John Reynor tea 
acres, to Mr. Charles Chancey ten acres, to Mr. 
Stephen Hopkins twelve acres, to Nathaniel Souther 
seven acres, to Phineas Pratt six acres, to Mr. Wil- 
liam Paddy ten acres." This meadow bordered the 
upper waters of Jones River, and was chiefly within 
the original limits of Plympton. At tho same session 
of the court '* the several persons following are granted 
meadowing in the South Meadows towards Agawam 
— Colebrook Meadow : to Edward Bangs ten acres, to 
Manasseth Kempton'ten acres, to Jonas Cooke ten acres, 
to Andrew Ring five acres, to Nicholas Snow ten 
acres, to John Morton fivo acres, to Ephraim Morton 
five acres, to Joshua Pratt five acres, to Mr. Robert 
Hicks ten acres, to Samuel Hicks five acres, to Na- 
thaniel Morton six acres, to John Faunce six acres, 
to John Jenkins six acres, to Mr. Ralph Smith eight 
acres, to Thomas Pope five acres, to Richard Higgins 
six acres, to John Smaley five acres, to Anthony 
Snow five acres." And again, at the same court, 
" the West Meadow, called liakcnham, by Dotcy's, was 
granted to Richard Sparrow five acres, to Edward 
Dotey six acres with upland, to Bridget Fuller ten 
acres with upland, to Mr. John Atwood eight acres 
with upland, and to James Hurst the meadows that 
Goodman Cooke should have had." 

Few of the above persons, however, became settlers 
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on the lands granted to them, and most, either 8old 
them or lost them under the order of the Colony 
Court that non-residents should surrender their grants 
when leaving the town of Plymouth, in which the 
granted lands wore situated. A few other grants of 
a similar character were made by the court in the 
above territory, but when permanent settlers sought 
hinds they received their titles from the town of 
Plymouth by grants in open town-meeting, and their 
grants arc recorded in the town books. Thus in 1G60 
the town granted fifty acres to Thomas Cushman 
near the Winnatuxet Meadows. In 1G62 twenty 
acres were granted to John Rickard and twenty to 
James Cole, Jr., on the north side of Lakcnham ; 
thirty ncn^s (4) John TTarnion, at or near Winnatuxct; 
and a parcel of land was granted to John Dunham at 
Swan Hole. Other grants were made to Jonathan 
Shaw, John Harrows, liichard Cooper, Adam Wright, 
Stephen Bryant, Samuel Sturtovant, Samuel King, 
Ephraim Tinkham, John Bradford, Richard Wright, 
George Bonum, John Barnes, Giles lUckard, Edward 
Dotey, and William Harlow, and among these names 
may be found the names of those who may be con- 
sidered the first settlers of Plympton. 

In 1695 the number of families settled in the 
southwestern section of Plymouth had increased to 
about forty-five, and the difiiculty experienced in 
attending public worship had become so serious that 
a politi<iu wan hont to the General (^^Mirt for the in- 
corporation <if a new pnHiiiict. Tlio only action 
tak<!n by the town of IMymouth, as shown by the 
records, is disclosed by the following entry : " At a 
town-meeting held at Plymouth on the 15th of July, 
1695, upon notice given at said meeting that Mr. 
John Wadsworth and Mr. Samuel Sprague were to 
conic to run a dividing lino between said town and 
our remote inhabitants on the westernmost part of 
said town, the town made choice of Maj. Bradford, 
Lieut. John Bradford, Ephraim Martin, John Doty, 
and James W^arren to meet these gentlemen and to 
request them not to run any line in our township 
until the General Court are more thoroughly in- 
formed of our circumstances with reference to our 
lands in that part of our township ; but if those gen- 
tleiueti sec cause still to go on in running said line, 
then to oppo8c them in their proceeding thereon." 
The rcKult, however, was that the prayer of the 
petitioners was granted, and the following entry ap- 
pears in the records of the General Court of the 
proviiiee uiiiler d;ile of Tilesd.iy, Nov. 20, 1695 : 

" Upon perusal of the report of a committee of thie court, 
nppointed to view tho pituntinii of tho remote inhabirnnts of 
llio wr.-«tcrl)r part of tho town of Pl^inoiitli, with tho niiiiihor of 
70 > 



families there residing, »nd to propose a line in order to malting 
a division between them and the body of said town for set- 
ting up the worship of God in ntld preeinet, and having con- 
sidered of what was offered by the agents for the ntid town 
of Plymouth. The eourt do approve and allow of the divis- 
ional line stated by the said oommittee, vis., extending from 
JoniM Uiver Pond, so called, unto Jnduthan Robbins, his pres- 
ent dwelling, with this variation only so as to leave oat of 
the said line the dwellings of the said Bobbins, Benajah Pratt, 
John Pratt, and Bleaser Dunham, to make a distinet preeinet 
for setting up the worship of God and support of a learned and 
ortlioflox ministry amongst themselves, being remote from the 
present place of public worship in said town, and do grant and 
order that all the inhabitants, except as aforesaid, that are or 
shall hereafter settle within the said line, and their lands and 
estates lying there, shall stand charged towards the settlement 
and support of such a ministry in manner as the law rolnting 
to tho maintenance nnd support of ministers doth direct and 
provide, and to bo nssossod thereto by two or more asMCMK>rs, as 
shall from time to time be elected and Appointed by the major 
part of said inhabitants for that purpose, which said inhabi- 
tants may also nominate and appoint a collector to gather and 
pay in the same as by order, under the hands of such assessors, 
shall be directed, provided, nevertheless, that all lands lying 
within the said precinct belonging to other persons in said 
town not inhabiting there shall be free from all such assess- 
ments, and not stand charged towards the support of the min- 
istry in said place, nor shall any lands belonging to any of said 
inhabitants lying in parts of the town be charged towards the 
support of the ministry at the town, and that all the wood and 
timber being or growing within the said precinct shall remain 
and continue to the use of the commoners or proprietors as 
formerly, and do further order that wherein, and so soon as the 
inhabitants of said precinct shall have prooured a learned and 
orthodox minister to preach the word of God among them, 
thoy hIiuII he freed an«l e.xompt from paying towards tho sup- 
|Nirt of tho ministry at the town, and for so long time as they 
shall enjoy and have such a mitiistor continuod with them.'' 

Afler the incorporation of the new precinct called 
the Western Precinct of Plymouth, David .Bos worth 
was chosen clerk, and Isaac Cushman was engaged to 
supply the pulpit. After preaching three years, Mr. 
Cushman was ordained, Oct. 27, 1698, and probably be- 
fore that time a meeting-house was built. This house 
stood on the southerly end of the green opposite to 
the old lane, which leads east by the house of Wil- 
liam S. Soule, and, in 1714, when a new meeting- 
house was built, it was sold to Benjamin Soule and 
converted into a barn afler its removal to his farm. 
It had no steeple, and had a gable on each side with 
valleys running from tho centre of the roof to each 
corner. Mr. Cushman, the first minister at Plymp- 
ton, was the son of Elder Thomas Cushman, of 
Plymouth, and was born in 1G48. He married Re-, 
bccca, daughter of Giles Kickard, in 1675, and died 
on the 21st of October, 1732. He continued his 
miniNtry until his death, and was buried in the old 
Plympton burial-ground, where his grave-stone still 
stands. Ills house stood on tho high ground, near 
tho easterly end of a small piece of fresh meadow, the 
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water from which runs across the road about forty 
rods north of the burial-ground. The first rooordcd 
precinct meeting was hold in January, 1701. 

In 1701-2 an important action was taikon by the 
town of Plymouth, of which Plympton was then a 
part, with regard to the common lands within the 
town. In that year a list of proprietors or freemen 
within the town was prepared, two hundred and one 
in number. To each of these proprietors a thirty- 
acre lot was granted, and in the following year it was 
TOted that all the remaining ungranted lands lying 
about the village, within a tract of a mile and a half 
square, should bo held by the town in its municipal 
capacity. All the common lands ungranted outside 
of this tract were surrendered to the two hundred and 
one proprietors as an association of individuals dis- 
tinct from the town. In December, 1704, the pro- 
prietors organized and chose Thomas Faunce their 
clerk. Proprietors* books were opened, in which rec- 
ords of meetings and grants of land were kept as long 
as any ungranted lands remained. Rossiter Cotton, 
the last clerk, was chosen March 31, 1790, and 
during his incunihcnoy, in the early part of this cen- 
tury, the books were closed. Theso records are con- 
tained in two volumes, which are deposited in the 
town house at Plymouth. Copies of these two vol- 
umes, bound in one, are deposited in the office of the 
register of deeds for Plymouth County. In January, 
1704-5, the association granted to each member a 
twenty-acre lot, and soon afler a sixty-acre lot. In 
1703 they granted to certain individuals, for the pur- 
pose of a sheep-pasture, a tract of land three miles 
square, the centre of which was at the head of Cobb's 
meadow. The southeasterly boundary of this tract 
was a little north of the South Meadow road, and the 
northwest within the limits of the present towns of 
Plympton and Kingston. The sheep-pasture was 
afterwards abandoned, and in the mean time Plymp- 
ton and Kingston having been incorporated, a claim 
of joint ownership of the land was made by these 
towns. A long and spirited controversy ensued, which 
resulted in the establishment of the claim of Plymouth 
to the sole ownership, and from time to time tracts of 
land were sold until the whole was disposed of. 

Afler the incorporation of the town of Plympton 
the proprietoi's were known as the Plymouth and 
Plympton proprietors. In 1705 all the swamps within 
the jurisdiction of the proprietors were divided into 
thirty-nine lots, which were subdivided into shares 
and distributed among the proprietors by lot. The 
proprietors' records contain a description of these lots 
and the names of those to whom the shares fell. The 
first eighteen of these lots were in the South Meadow ; 



the nineteenth and twentieth were near the Wareliam 
line ; the twenty-first was at Swan Hole ; thu tweiily- 
Bocond included Doty's codar swamp and four small 
swamps in it4 ncighborhiMNl ; the twcnty-thinl iuidiiilcMl 
Cobb's Swamp; the twenty-fourth. Black water Swauip, 
in Kingston ; the twenty-fiflh, the Jones River Swamp ; 
the twenty-sixth, Bearce's swamp, in Halifax ; the 
twenty-seventh, eighth, and ninth, Colchester Swamp, 
in Plympton ; the thirtieth and thii^y-first, Turkey 
Swamp, in Plympton; the thirty-second included 
three lots, one^t the north end of Turkey Swamp, 
one at Monponset Meadows, and the third at Piiupkin 
Bridge, in Halifax ; the thirty-third, fourth, and fifth, 
on Mon[K)nset Neck, in Halifax; the thirty-sixth, 
seventh, and eighth, in King's swamp, in Halifax ; 
and the thirty-ninth adjoined Monponset Pond, also 
in Halifax. In 1710 the remainder of the lancls, 
containing thirty thousand acres, were dividiid into 
ten great lots, and from time to time distributed. 
The first of these lots extended from the West Ponds 
and the South Meadow road, eight miles, to Ware> 
ham ; the next seven, between the first lot and Half- 
way ]\md Uivtir; the ninth is iNiundcd hy the MaKi 
road. Half-way Pond, Long i'ond, the Herring Path, 
and the Sandwich road ; and the tenth lies east 
and west of the Sandwich road below the Herring 
Path. Plans of the ton great lots and of the South 
Meadow swamp-lots are deposited in the Plymouth 
Registry of Deeds. 

On the 14th of January, 1706, Elkanah Cushman, 
Benjamin Soule, Benoni Lucas, and Isaac Cushmao 
were appointed by the precinct their agents to secure 
a township, and in the same year a petition was pre- 
sented to the General Court of the province, praying 
that the precinct might be incorporated as a separate 
township. A request was also submitted to the town 
of Plymouth to assent to their petition. The records 
of that town state that, on the 13th of May, 1706, 
" the re<picst of the inhabitants of the up|H>r society 
in the said township, to be a township by themselves 
was discussed, but none of their agents appearing to 
move for it, and the town discerning a coldness in 
their prosecution of the matter, the town voted that 
the town-clerk should signify to them, as they dis- 
cerned in them a coldness to prosecute the matter, 
the town were not willing to thrust them away, but 
were uh indifferent as they in the matter." The 
action of the town indicated no opposition to the 
scheme, and when further pressed by the agents of 
tiie ^Vestern Precinct, the' town voted, on the 3d of 
March, 1707, ** that they consent that they be a 
town, according to their petition, with this proviso, 
that whatsoever real estate ratable doth now belong 



HISTORY OF PLYMPTON. 



1107 



to, and is, or shall be, improved by any in the old 
town, either by himself or tenant, during their living 
here, shall be rated here, notwithstanding their being 
a town, and so the like of any estate that belongeth 
to any of them that lieth in the old town of Plymouth, 
to be rated to them, they or their tenants improving 
it OH aforesaid." 

On the 4th of June, 1707, the following court-order 
was passed : 

'* thai in answer to tlio pciilion of the inhabitants of a tract of 
land in the southwesterly part of the township of Plymouth, 
praying to have the grant and privileges of a town, having ob- 
tiiined a vote of the town of Plymouth for tho same with an 
addition of sundry families, onlerod that a township be granted 
to tho |»ctitionors to l>o r^lloil IMympton, according to the plat 
thorotif oxhiUtlo«l, vis., Itof^iiiuiug at tho wostorn corner-bound 
of PlynuMith townrliip whoro it mcots with Dridgewator line, 
and from thence the nouth westerly side thereof is bounded by 
the lino between Plymouth and Middleboro' until it moots with 
the bounds of Rochester unto the place where the said line 
crosses the river called Wankonquag River, and from thence 
the southeasterly end thereof is bounded by the said Wankon- 
(|uag llivor up stream unto two pino-trcos 9et near together, 
each of them nmrked P Tj, standing in the swampy ground about 
live |>oles to the north of a broad spring hole at the head of said 
Wankonquag River, and from thence tho northeast side thereof 
runneth northwest a quarter of a point westerly about five miles 
and a half and fifty poles to a black-oak tree marked P L, stand- 
ing by tho south side of the southerly road from Plymouth to 
Middleboro', and from thence north seven degrees westerly 
four miles to a black-oak marked P L, standing on the south 
side of the road from Plymouth to Bridgewater, and from thence 
northwest two dogreofi northnrly a mile and a half, and sixty- 
two jmlos t^ tho northerly line of said, Plymontli township at 
tho place where tho river runneth out of the pond oallotl Jones' 
llivor Pontl, nnd from thonoo tho northerly end tliorofif is 
bouude«l by said Plymouth town-lino unto the woHtorly corner- 
bound thereof first mentioned, the petitioners to pay all the 
taxes as part of the town of Plymouth as formerly until March 
next." 

No record exists, nor has any reliable tradition come 
down to us, concerning the origin of the name which 
wtis given to the new town. In the absence of these 
it is natural to turn to the old country, from whence 
80 many New England names were derived, and to 
look there for its source. About five miles from old 
Plymouth in England is a town bearing the name of 
Plympton, once of some importance and a considera- 
ble market town. It is now a somewhat decayed 
borough, chiefly remarkable for its ancient guild hall 
containing a portrait of Sir Joshua Ileynolds, who 
was a native of the town. It is not improbable that 
one or more of the earliest settlers of the town, which 
is the subject of this narrative, may have been natives 
of that ancient borough. If such were not the case, 
il in pnssil»l(^ (lm(. tli<^ proximity of the borough to the 
old KiigliHli town niny have suggested a name for a 
town, wliicli bore U) l*lynioutli in Now England 
nearly the same geographical relation. 



As tho act iDOorporating the town of Kingston not 
only illustrates an event in the history of Plympton, 
but has an appropriate place in a history of the 
county of Plymouth, of. which this narrative is a 
part, its insertion in these pages needs no apology. 
It was passed on the 16th of June, 1726, and is as 
follows : 
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WnRRBAg, the town of Plymouth, within the county of 
Plymouth, is of gfeat extent for length, and lies oommodlously 
for two townships, and the North precinct thereof being of late 
suflSciently filled with inhabitants, who labor under great diffi- 
culties on several accounts, and have therefore addressed the 
court that they may be setoff a distinct and separate township, 
it is hereby enacted, tic, 

"That all lands lying within the said North precinct in 
Plymouth aforoMiid, particularly described and bounded by an 
ordor of court passe*! at the present scw«ion, bo and hereby are 
sot oflf and eonstituted a separate township by tho name of 
Kingston, and that the inhabitants of the said township be 
vested with the powers, privileges, and immunities that the in- 
habitants of any town of this province by law are or ought to be 
vested with: Providei^ that nothing in this act contained shall 
bo construed, deemed, judged, or intended to hinder or preju- 
dice the right and interest of all or any persons whatsoever in 
any of the common and undivided lands within the towns of 
Plymouth and Kingston aforesaid, but the same shall remain 
ns heretofore ; Provide^l also that the inhabitants of the said 
town of Kingston shall be liable and subject (notwithstanding 
there being set off* and constituted a township as aforesaid) to 
pay their proportion of all province, county, and town rates 
for this present year in the towns to which they respectively 
belonged, and shall be accordingly assessed in such towns in 
tho same manner as they would have been if this act had never 
boon made, anything hereinbefore contained to the contrary 
notwithstanding." 

The aliove act is printed as one of the province 
laws, and does not seem to recite the annexation of 
any part of Plympton to the new town. An order 
of court, however, to which the act refers, which was 
passed on the 2d of June, two weeks previously, de- 
scribes the boundaries of the new town, and includes 
within them thirteen hundred and six acres of its 
neighbor's territory. As a supplement to the act, the 
order is also inserted as follows : 

** In Council ordered that the bounds of the North precintc 
in the town of Plymouth, intended to be erected into a town- 
ship by tho name of Kingston, shall be as followeth ; that is to 
say,— 

" Beginning at a heap of stones above the highway, being the 
bounds between the lands of John Stnrtevant and tho land' 
which did belong to Joseph Sturtevant, deceased; and from 
thence tho line between the two ]irccincts in Plymouth to run 
North 45i degrees East down to the salt bay; and from thence 
on tho Hamo course to Duxbury town line; and then from the 
first-mentioned heap of stones South about 45) degrees west up 
into the woods to a great roiuarkable rock commonly called 
Nick's Kook by tho Soiithonst sido of a cartway ; and from 
thciKM^ on tho name couiho one liundrod and forty-fonr rods to 
a 8tako sot in tho ground and other stones laid about it by the 
northwest fiile of said uiirtway ; and from thoneo south 57 de- 
grees west unto two rod-oak trees marked with stones about 
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them in the line of Plympton townsliip bj the North weit fide 
of the old oountrjr road that leads from Plymouth town to Mid- 
dleboro' and the lino botwcen Plympton and Ptymouth North 
Procinot north abimt 7 dogroes weiit unto a great hiaolc-oak 
furmorly inarkotl by Iho itoulha^t Mido of a riNulway nuar tlio 
hill called Urewers' Hill, the said tree being a former bound of 
Plympton township ; and from thenoe North 47^ degrees West 
about 408 rods to a heap of stones on a oleft roolc ; and from 
thenoe north about 5 degrees west about 228 rods to a long stone 
set in the ground and other stones laid about it ak>out 3 rods to 
the westward of the old cellar which was Tbon^as ShurtleflTs ; and 
from thenoe North 3 degrees West about a mile and forty- two 
rods to the west oornor-boiind of the land whicli did belong unto 
Peter West, deceased, being a pine-tree marked by Jones River 
pond ; and from thence over said |>ond North 8 degrees West 
unto the South corner- bound of Jonathan Crocker; and from 
thence between the said North precinct and Hie town of Pem- 
broke North about 43 degrees East about 107 rods by the range 
of the said Crocker's land unto the North oornor of the I I5tli 
lot which now belongoth unto William Cook ; and from thenoe 
KiiSt unto the Northwest corner of BInathan Fisk; and from 
thenoe by the range of the said lot, being in number the 127th 
lot. East Southeast unto the Northeast corner of said lot at the 
brook called sign brook ; and from thence the said lino between 
the said North precinct and the town of Duxbury to run in a 
straight line to the ancient corner bound between the towns of 
Plymouth A Duxbury, being a hesp of stones by a white-oak 
tree nmrkod to the Northward of tliu brook oallol Mile Hruok; 
and from thence by the bounds botwogn Duxbury and I'lym- 
outh until it come down to the hny'j and from thenoe liy tho 
Duxbury line over the bay until it meet with the line first 
mentioned." 

But these boundaries, comprehendiog an area of 
thirty-six thousand five hundred and six acres, have 
been so many times changed and ciroumsoribed that 
at this day the territory of the town has been reduced 
to eight thousand six hundred and thirty-four acresi 
or about thirteen square miles. The first change was 
made in 172(), when thirteen liundred and six acres 
were annexed to the new town of Kingston, incor- 
porated in that year. 

The next change was made in 1734, when five 
thousand nine hundred and ninety-four acres were 
taken by the act incorporating the town of Halifax, 
and inado a part of tho now town. My tho pntvihiohH 
of that act u few inhabitants, with their estates within 
the area annexed to Halifax, were exempted from the 
operation of the act, and consequently remained in 
Plympton. These exceptions left on the line between 
Plympton and Halifax two protuberances, irregular 
in shape, and bounded by various courses, into tlie 
angles of which the Halifax lines fitted like parts of 
a geographical dissecting map. One of these protuber- 
ances, containing about four hundred and ninety- 
seven acres, was removed by its annexation to 
Halifax by an act of tho General Court, March IG, 
1831, and the other by a readjustment of the line 
between Halifax and Plympton, under an act passed 
Feb. 6, 1863. The readjusted line begins at an 



angle in the line of the town of Middloboro', at m 
stone monument marked M. P. U. ; thenoe niniiing, 
as the needle now points, north thirty-two dt^^rccs, 
west fidy-thrcQ hmIm, to a stono nioniinnnit iiitirkcMl 
P II, standing in Nathan Fuller's field ; tlienoo north 
fifly-seven degrees, forty-five minutes, east six huo- 
dred and seventeen rods, to a stone monument marked 
P H, standing where once was Adam's Rock ; thenoe 
the same course, two hundred and seventy- four nxls, 
to a stone monument marked P II, standing on 
Turkey Island, so called ; thenoe north twenty-four 
degrees, thirty minutes cast, two hundred and seventy- 
six rods, to a stone monument marked P H, standing 
at the northerly end of a wall ; thence north forty- 
throe degrees, twenty minutes east, three hundred 
and forty-eight rods, to a stone monument marked 
P H, standing on the margin of Jones River Pond ; 
thence northerly to a stone monument marked P P H, 
standing on Widgeon Point, so called, at an angle of 
the line of the town of Pembroke. 

The act incorporating the town of Halifax passed 
July 4, 1731, having the same bearing in this narra- 
tive as that incor|Niniting Kingston, is insertod im 
follows : 

** Wliorons tlieUndsHiluato in llio northerly fmrtor tlio North 
Trooinct in l'lym|>toii, tlio nortliorly piirt of the KiMt I'reciuoi 
in Middleboro', and tbe aoutherlj part of the town of Pem- 
broke, if oompetently filled with inhabitanU who are deeiriKu 
to be fett off a distinct and lepanite town, and that the/ maj 
be vested with all the powers and privileges of a town, ba It 
enacted, &o. 

''That all the lands lying in the northerly part of the North 
Preoinot in Plympton, the northerly part of tho Kast Preoinot 
of Middleboro', end the southerly part of the town of Pembroke, 
tm lieroiiflur bounded and dosoribed, be and horohy is sot off ami 
oonstitutod a separate township by the nsuie of Halifax. The 
bounds of said township to be as foUoweth, vis. : Beginning at 
a white-oak tree marked on four sides standing on the bank of 
Bridgewator Uiver, being the northwest eorner- bound of a lot 
of land formerly belonging to Mr. Standish ; thenoe the bonnda 
in Middleboro', extending north 79 degrees east 74 rods to a rod- 
oak nuirkc«l on four sidev, whiidi is the northonMt curnor of salil 
Hlandish'M land ; tlieiKw Noiilh 111 dugrous oast about IIU rwls 
to a nuiple stjinding near Standiiiii's house; thuuuo nortli 22 de- 
grees east 250 ro<ls to a white-oak marked on four sides; thenoe 
north 10 degrees oast 161 rods to a white-oak formerly markoU 
on the southerly side of the Bridgewater Road; thenoe north 
12 dogroetf east 101 rods to a stone sUnding in the Bridgewater 
line on tho south side of Seatuvkot Brook, so-oallo<l, it being a 
cornor-bound bolwoen the towns of Plympton and Pembroke ; 
tlicnco tho bounds iu Pembroke extending north 2U degrees east 
by a raii^o of marked trouii in tho Bridgowiiler lino 7UI rods to 
a small aiiiitrco iurmurly markud GU.7U standing iu a narrow 
swamp, being the northwest corner-bound of the6i)th lot in the 
majors purchnsc ; thence south 67^ degrees east 169 poles to a 
white-oak tree marked 69.70 standing in the cedar swamp range ; 
thence south about 23 degrees east, through the oedar swamp, 
about 51 2 rods to the mouth of Munponsel Pond ; from thenoe east 
one-half degree north about 071 rotls to a white-oak tree marked 
on four sides sUnding by a oorncr of Jones Uiver Pond, a little 
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to the northward of a run of wnter; thenoe bounded by mid 
pond until it meeto with a line extendinf; from a large split rock 
in Turkey Swamp, a little to the southward of the bridge, north 
30 degrees east unto the said pond ; thenoe extending in Plymp- 
ton south 30 degrees west about 450 rods unto the aforesaid rock 
in Turkey Swamp ; from thenee south 63^ dcgrcos west 394 rods 
to Adam's Rock, so-oalled, standing on the west side of a high- 
way that lends from Mr. John Waterman's to Plympton Meet- 
iug-houso; thence touth 56 west 510 rnds to Middloboro' town- 
lino 40 rods southeastward from Mr. Bbenmer Fuller's house ; 
thonee in said town-lino south S3| degrees oast 50 rods; from 
thrnco through Middloboro's cxtoiidiiig south 50 dogrooH west 
200 rods ; from thence nOrth 50^ d^rces west 50 rods to a small 
swnmp birch standing on the west side of Karen llrook ; and 
thrnco still north 50^ dcgrcos west 383 rods to a brook at the 
upprr corner of Ebcnesor Cobb's land, nnd still on the same 
point in range about 200 rods to Dridgewater River, below the 
mouth of Winnatuxct River; and from thonoo by said Rridge- 
wiiler Kivor to the bouiidi^ first mentioned. 

** And the inhabitants of the said land boforo bounded and 
described be, and. hereby arc, invested with the powers, privi- 
leges, and immunittes thnt the inhabitants of any of the towns 
within the province are or ought bylaw to be vested with; 
Provided, the inhabitants of the said town of Jlalifax do, 
within the spaco of two years from the publication of this act, 
sottio a learntMl, orthodox minister, and provide for his lionorn- 
blr support among (horn, and likowiso prnvidoa schrMilmnKtcr to 
instruct Llieir yoiilh in rondiug and writing; only it is lo l>o 
understood that the land of Dr. Polycarpns fjoring, adjoining 
to his dwelling-house, and the lands lying on the southeasterly 
side of tho land that the North prooincl voted to the petitioners 
the 3rd of June, 1734, belonging to Messrs. Kbeneser Siandish, 
Zcchariah Standish, Zechariah Soule, Jabex Nowland, Ignatius 
Loring, Samuel Rryant, Joseph Phinnoy, Nathaniel Bryant, 
John Hiittlos, nnd tlieir faniilies, dwelling within tho bonnils of 
sniil toirnship, hIihII still l>o nnd remain to the nforennid town of 
Plympton. Nothing in this act shall bo construed or understood 
to oxonsn any of tho inliabitnnts of tho town of Plympton, 
Middlcboro', and Pembroke, jietitionors respectively, from 
paying their proportionable parts of all former taxes, and also 
the proportionate tax that shall be laid on the said towns for 
the current year." 

Still another change was made by the incorporation 
of the town of Carver, on the 9th of June, 1790, which 
took a further area of twenty thousand atid scventy-Gve 
acres from the territory of the old town. The move- 
niciit resulting in the incorporation of this town began 
as early as June 3, 1731, when John Carver and 
sundry other inhabitants of the southern part of the 
town of IMyuipton Hcnt a petition to the General 
Court showing that the said town is of great length 
(though narrow), and so filled with inhabitants as to 
allow of two meeting-houses and ministers, and that 
the petitioners have been put to great difficulties and 
cxpctiscs in attending on the public worship of God 
by reason of the remoteness of the meeting-house, 
aii<l, tliorefore, praying that the town may be divided 
into I wo precincts by (be bounds either of the two con- 
stnblcricks, or of the two military companies in the 
snid (own, and that the ministers bo maintained by a 
getieral tax of the whole town. A commiltee was 



appointed by the court to perambalate and view the 
premisea, and on the* 16th of Maroh, 1731/2, the 
committee reported through its chairman, William 
Clarke, that " they repaired to the town of Plymp- 
ton and perambulated and carefully viewed the lands 
petitioned to be a township or precinct with the other 
parts of the town of Plympton, ailer which tho inhabi* 
tants of the said town appeared, whose allegations for 
and against the prayer of the petition we fully heard 
and considered, and upon tho whole are of opinion that 
the prayer of the petition be granted, the petitioners 
paying one- third part of the aged and Rev. Isaac 
Cush man's salary during his life, as it appears to us 
they arc one- third part of the ratable estates of said 
town." This report was read in Council, and it. was 
" ordered that this report bo accepted, and that the 
petitioners with their estates and families be set off a 
separate precinct by the following boundaries, viz. : 
beginning at tho line of Plymouth or Kingston, where 
a west line from thence will strike tho head of An- 
nasnappit Brook, and thence in a straight line to tho 
north sido of tho land of Jabcz Eddy, where ho now 
dwells, and from thence on the same range to the line 
of Middleboro*, and so home to Rochester, and that 
the inhabitants of the said precinct be vested with 
all the powers, privileges, and immunities that other 
precincts within the province do or by law ought to 
enjoy.*' It was also ordered that " Kdmund Tilson, 
Isaac Nye, Elisha Weston, Elcazcr Cushman, Eleazer 
Rickard, and Ephraim Tilson be and remain to the 
old precinct, according to their {lotition, and until tho 
further order of this court, and also that the minis- 
terial lands belonging to the old town shall still solely 
remain to them, and the new precinct to have none of 
the issues and profits thereof.'* 

The papers presented to the court in aid of the new 
precinct show that the following persons were then 
the residents in the south part of tho town : 



Abiol Shurtleff. 
John Carver. 
Samuel Lucas. 
Tlionphilus (>rockor. 
Elisha liucas. 
Josepii Prntt, Jr. 
Jnbez Kddy. 
Ichabod ShurtlefT. 
Jacob Dotcn. 
Edward Waaliburn. 
Samuel Darrows. 
Jabcr. l*ratt. 
.Iniiiof* Sliiiw. 
.losopii (!olo. 
Joiin llobbins. 
Ju8n|»1i liarnuii. 

.loKCjdl lillCfl}). 

John RiiurtlolT. 



Samuoi Shaw. 
Benjamin Wood. 
Pol eg Barrow 9. 
David Shurtlcir. 
liichard Dwelly. 
John Doton. 
Eleazer Jadcson. 
Bcnoni Shaw. 
George Barrows. 
Abiol Crocker. 
Barnabas Sluirtloflf. 
M08O8 Barrows. 
.John Cole. 
Joiluthan llobbins. 
Jonathan Shaw. 
John Weston. 
John J)olen, Jr. 
Samuoi Ransom. 
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Samuel Shurtleff. 
Bonjaroio Pratt. 
RaDSom Jackson. 
Timothy Tilaon. 
IJenajah Pratt. 
Moses Bddy. 
Jonathan Shaw. 



John Shaw. 
Barnabas Wood. 
Nathaniel Atwood. 
Bbonexor Ransom. 
Jabes Bddy, Jr. 
Isaac Waterman. 



These names are still familiar ones in that part of 
the town of Plympton which b now Carver, and 
thoso who bore them may be considered the fathers 
of that town. Most of those who bore the names of 
Cushman, Sturtevant, Standish, Bosworth, Water- 
man, Loriug, Gushing, Wright, Bradford, Thomas, 
Perkins, Sampson, Churchill, Harlow, and Bryant 
remained in the old precinct. These were all vener- 
able names. Bobert Cushman, who came in the 
" Fortune" in 1621, and lefl with Governor Bradford 
his son, Thomas, then a boy of fourteen years of age ; 
Samuel Sturtovant, who appeared in Plymouth as 
early as 1643 ; Miles Standish, of the ** Mayflower;" 
Benjamin Bosworth, who came from England in 1634 
to Hingham, and afterwards to Plymouth ; Bobert 
Waterman, of Plymouth, in 1638; Thomas Lor- 
ing, who came from Axminstor, England, in 1635, 
and settled in Ilingham ; William Wright, who came 
to Plymouth in the "Fortune" in 1621; William 
Bradford, of the " Mayflower ;" William Thomas, who 
settled in Plymouth in 1636, and afterwards in Marsh- 
field; Abraham Perkins, who settled in Hampton 
before 1639; Abraham Sampson, who came over in 
1629; John Churchill, of Plymouth, in 1643; Wil- 
liam Harlow, of Lynn, in 1637, and afterwards of 
Plymouth ; and John Bryant, who settled in Plym- 
outh before 1636, were their ancestors, and few towns 
have retained down to the present generation so much 
of the Pilgrim blood unadulterated by the admixture 
of foreign elements. 

But the descendants of those who had secured the 
incorporation of the South Precinct of Plympton 
discovered that a mere parochial separation failed to 
meet their convenience and necessities. In 1790 a 
successful effort was made to obtain an act of incor- 
poration as a separate township, and on the 9th of 
June in that year the following act was passed, 
providing} 

''That tho hinds horoaflor dosoribcd, vis.: bogiiiniiig at the 
west line of the town of Kingston; thenoc running west so as 
to strike the head of AnniMiiappct Brook, no csllod ; thunco con- 
tinuing the same course on u straight lino to the north side of 
the land of James Vaughan ; thence tho same course to the line 
of the town of Middlohoro' (it being tho dividing line between 
the North and South Precincts in the said town of Plympton) ; 
thence on the line of the said town of Middleboro' till it comes 
to the line of the town of Wareham ; thence on tho line of the 
said town of Wareham till it ooraes to the line of the town of 
Kingston aforesaid; thenoe on said Kingston line to the first- 



mentioned bound, with all the inbabitanta dwelling on the lantls 
above deseribed, bo, and they are hereby, ineor|iorated into » 
town by the name of Oarvor; and the said town ii horobj in- 
vostod with all tho |>owon, privilegoi, and imniunitiea lo wliioli 
towns within this oonimonwoiilth are or may ho outitlod, »grou- 
ablo to tho oonstitution and laws of the oommonwealth. 

" That tho inhabitants of tho said town of Carver shall pay 
all tho arrean of taxes whioh have been assessed upon tkeui, 
and their proportionable part of the tax granted in Mareh last, 
together with their proportion of all debts that are now da* 
from the said town of Plympton, and shall support any poor 
person or persons who have heretofore boon inhabitants of thai 
part of Plympton whioh is now Carver and shall not li»ve ob- 
tainod a legitimate soltlomont olsowhore (when tlioy boooiiio 
ehargeuble), and suoh |ioor person or persons may bo returuod 
to the town of Carver in the same way and manner that paujiert 
may by law be returned to the town or distriot to whioh thejr 
belong. 

** That the inhabitants of the said town of Carver shall be 
entitled to reoeive their proportion of all debts and monies due 
to tho siiid town of Plympton, and also their prtiportlunablo 
part of all tho laboratory stores, and oonimon and undividod 
lands belonging to the said town of Plympton agreeably to the 
last State tax assessed upon the said town. 

*' That Bphraim Spooner, Esq., be, and he is hereby empow- 
ered to issue his warrant directed to some prineipal inhabitant, 
requiring him to warn and give notice to the inhabitants of the 
said town of Carver to assemble and moot at stime suitable 
plaeo in tho said town, as soon as conveniently may be, to 
choose all such olliuers as towns aro rot|uirod to ehooso at their 
annual uiootings In the months of March or April ttunually." 

On the 8th of February, 1793, the following sup- 
plementary act was passed : 

" Whereas disputes have arisen roipeeting the dividing line 
between the towns of Plympton and Carver, for preventing of 
which in future it is enacted that the dividing-lino between 
the said towns shall be tho mme line that is now known and 
established as the dividing-line between the North and South 
Precincts in said towns, when they were both Plympton, and 
shall forever hereafter be so oonsidorod and understood." 

The remaining boundaries of Plympton are as fol- 
lows : Beginning at the Halifax line and the corner 
of Pembroke on the shore of Jones River Pond, the 
line runs easterly into the pond, one hundred and 
four rods along the Pembroke line to the line of 
KingHtiHi, and thonce south six degrees east live hun- 
dred and sixty-one rods along the Kingston line; 
thence south seven degrees Ciist by the line of Kings- 
ton two hundred and twenty rods ; thenoe south forty- 
eight and a half degrees east by the Kingston line 
four hundred and fidy-five rods; thenoc south nine 
degrees ciist by the same line four hundred and 
twenty five rods to the corner of the town of Carver. 
The Carver lino has already been described in the act 
incorporating that town. The Middleboro' line begins 
at the southwesterly corner of the town, and runs 
north thirty-one and a half degrees west two hundred 
and eighteen rods ; thence north thirty-two degrees 
west one hundred and ninety-six rods ; thence north 
thirty-six degrees west three hundred and sixty-three 
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rods ; And thcnoe north (hirtj-six d^reos west fifly- 
two hmIs to the Haliftix lino, wliich has been already 
described. Tliese various acts of incorporation and 
descriptions of boundaries, though perhaps uninter- 
esting to the general reader, may not be without 
value for occasional reference. 

Following now the history of the old precinct from 
which the South Precinct, afterwards incorporated as 
the town of Carver, was separated in 1732, the first 
feature of interest was a grant made by the town of 
Plymouth on the 16th of March, 1701/2, of thirty 
acres of land to be laid out for the use of the min- 
istry in the upper society, as the Second (or Ply mpton) 
Precinct was called before its incorporation as a town, 
'* and a convenience for a burial-place and training- 
place, as near the meeting-house there as may be con- 
venient.*' This grant included the old burial-ground, 
the green, and strips of land on its southerly end 
and easterly side, which have since been sold. 

In 1730 the bounds of this grant were agreed to 
by the t^nvn and the owners of adjoining lands, and 
their agn^nicnt was entenni in tho records as follows: 

" Wlioroos, wo the ^ubseribeiv, l>eing chosen and appointed 
by tho toirn of IMjmpton at their annual meeting in the month 
of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred 
nnd thirty, as agents for the said town, to review and settle the 
bounds of a tract of land formerly laid out in said town for a 
ministry lot and for a conveniency of a training-place and a 
burying pliu*o for naid (4iwn, nnd wbctroiui said triutl of land is 
IxHindcil round by tho lands appertaining unto sundry persons, 
whoso names arc also hereunto sniMicribod, whom we have given 
lc»gal notice to, nnd from tho liest information and the retwnls 
of the lands abovesaid, we have mutually agreod with them, 
the owners of the lands adjoining, severally, that the boundaries 
hereafter mentioned shall abide and remain as a dividing-line be- 
tween every of these tracts of land adjoining and the tract of land 
appertaining unto the said town of Plyropton (that is to say)> 
to begin at a rook which is the southwest eorner bound of the ten 
acroA of Ian<l laid out in Isaac Sampson ; and thence to extend 
forty poles and about twelve feet due south to a stone set in the 
ground, with stones about it, in the range of John Wright's 
land ; and thence by the range of his land southeast four degrees 
southerly seventeen poles to a red-oak tree standing in the way 
that gocth from benjamin Weston's to the Meeting- 1 louse, which 
i^ thp southeast corrior-liound of said Wright's fifty-acre lot; 
and from said (roe tho lino oxtiMids north sovcntoen degrcHW oast 
twenty-seven polos to a red-oak tree with stones about it, which 
is tiic bound of tho four and a quarter acres of land formerly 
laid out unto Kdward Weston at the head of his old lot; and from 
thcnco cast five degrees north thirty-nine polos to a red-oak 
tree, marked with a heap of stones about it, which is a comer- 
bound of tho land between John nnd Denjamin Weston; nnd 
ihcnco on tho same ranj^c by the land of John Weston twenty- 
nine poles to tho white-oak stump with a heap of stones about 
it, wliioh is tho covnor-l»onnd of tho hundred-acre lot of land 
foinicrly hiid out to Adtini Wrii;ht; and thont!e bounde<l by the 
range of said hiindrcd-aore lot north three and a half degrees 
oa5t fifty two poles to a stake and stones standing in the range, 
whii'li Hi tho Moullioiist oornor-bound of tho tliroo acres of land 
formerly laid out to Benjamin Soule, deceased, appertaining 



unto his sons, D«iO»nnln and BbeoeMr; and theooe wwt twenty 
dogroet north eight poles to a stake and heap of stonoi; and 
theniMS to extend north throe and a half dogrecB «wt sixty polos 
by the land of Benjamin and Bbeneser Soale, aforesaid, to a 
stake standing at the north end of their stone waU ; and tbenoe 
to extend east twenty degrees soath eight poles to a stake snd 
stones about it, whioh is the northeast corner-bound of the eight 
acres laid out to Benjamin Boule, deceased ; and thence to ex- 
tend north three and a half degrees east sixteen polos to a red- 
onk tree, marked on four sides, with a heap of stones about it; 
and thenee to extend east three and a half degrees soath about 
twenty poles to a stake and stones standing by a roek in a piece 
of swamp ground ; and thenee to extend north ten poles and 
about six feet to a roek which, is a oorner-bound of Mr. Isaac 
Cusbman's land ; and thenee bounded by his land west twenty- 
one degrees north forty-one poles to a white-oak tree standing 
on tho north side of the highway, which is a comer-bound of 8yU 
vanus Sam]»8on's land, and thenee leaving two |>oIes for a high- 
way on the southerly side of said tree; and from said two poles 
the line begins at a stone standing in the ground on a sandy 
plain in an old cartway ; and thenee extends by the land of 
Isaac Sampson south three degrees east until it cometh to the 
southerly end of Isaac Sampson's stone wall, to a stone set in 
the ground ; and thence south, leaving forty feet for a highway, 
to a stake and stones; and thence to extend west three and a 
half degrees south thirty-five polos to a cedar stake and a heap 
of ntono.", which is the northeast corner bound of the ten acres 
of laud belonging to Isaao Sampson ; and lltenoe to extend 
south one and a half degrees oast forty-three polos and a half 
to a stake and stones, which Is the southeast oomer-bonnd of the 
said Isaac Sampson's ten-acre lot ; and thenee west three degrees 
south forty-three poles and a half to the rock first mentioned. 
Now the line or lines thus run and boundaries thus settled, we, 
David Bosworth, Ignatius Gushing, and Joseph Luens, on the 
behalf of the town of Plyrapton, on the one part, and Isaao 
Cushman, Isaac Sampson, John Wright, Benjamin Weston, John 
Weston, Benjamin Soule, and Bbeneser Soule, owners of the 
land ailjoining, on the other part, have mutually agreed that 
the same shall stand nnd remain as a full setllement between 
the said minister's lot, trnlning-plaee, and burial-plaee afore- 
said and the lands adjoining, as is before expressed. In witness 
whereof the parties to these presents have hereunto set their 
hands and seals the fourth day of February, 1730/1." 

Up to the time of the incorporation of the South- 
ern Precinct the town and precinct were identical. 
And even afler that time the First Precinct continued 
to be controlled by the town, and parochial and mu- 
nicipal affairs were blended. On the 20th of Sep- 
tember, 1731, the town chose Jonathan Parker as 
the .successor of their old pastor, Isaac Cushnian, 
who was then advanced in a^re, and who died in the 
next year. Mr. Parker was ordained on the 22d of 
December, 1731. He was born in Barnstable in 
nOf), and graduated at Harvard in 1726. His min- 
istry continued up to the time of his death, which 
occurred on the 24th of April, 1776, and some of 
his descendants, still living in the town, are among its 
most respected inhabitants. His house stood on the 
west side of the green, south of the present meeting- 
house. Tt should bo mentioned that during the min- 
istry of Mr. Cushman a new meeting-house was built 
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to take the place of the former structure, iu accord- 
ance with a vote of the town, passed Sept. 16, 1714. 
The old structure to be removed so soon must have 
either failed in size to meet the growing wants of the 
precinct, or it must have been so rude in its construc- 
tion as to have fallen into a premature old age. The 
new meeting-house fronted the south, was plastered 
on its walls but not overhead, had no garret floor, and 
neither porch nor steeple. As was the custom of the 
times, its floor was left open and spaces granted to 
individuals to build pews as they were needed. Tlie 
committee of the precinct, af\er the completion of the 
meeting-house, recommended that permission be granted 
to Prancis Cook, Nathaniel Puller, Samuel Bradfield, 
Thomas Shurtleff, Robert and John Waterman, Wil- 
liam ShurtlelT, Samuel Sturtevant, Jonathan Shaw, 
Duvid BoHWorth, Benjamin Kiiton, John Colo, Benja- 
min Soule, and Nathaniel Harlow be permitted to build 
pews on the floor, and Qeorge Bryant, Ebenezer Lob* 
dell, and Isaac Churchill in the galleries. 

During the ministry of Mr. Parker a third church 
was built in 1772 on the green, twelve rods north of 
the site of the old one. It was fl fly-seven feet long 
and forty-five wide, and had fifty windows, forty-five 
pews, four seats noar the pulpit, and twenty-seven 
pews in the galleries. Unlike the old church, it fronted 
the west. Mr. Parker was succeeded by Ezra Samp- 
son, who was ordained Peb. 15, 1775, as an associate 
of Mr. Parker, who died in April of the next year. 
Mr. Sampson was a native of Middleboro*, and grad- 
uated at Yale College in 1772. He resigned April 
4, 1796, and removed to the State of Now York, 
where it is believed by the writer that he died. Mr. 
Sampson was succeeded by Ebenezer Withington, a 
graduate of Brown University, who was ordained 
Jan. 31, 1798, and, after a short ministry of three 
and a half years, resigned July 21, 1801. The suc- 
cessor of Mr. Withington was John Briggs, also a 
graduate of Brown University, who was installed 
Dec. 2, 1801, and resigned June 29, 1807. Elijah 
Dext«r succeeded Mr. Brif^gs, also a graduate of 
Brown University, and was ordained Jan. 18, 1809. 
The pastorate of Mr. Dexter was a long and useful 
one, extending to May 2, 1851. During his pastor- 
ate his son, Henry Martyn Dexter, was born in Piymp- 
ton, who, by his high attainments as a theologian, anti- 
quary, and scholar, has won honor for his native town, 
as well as for himself Charles Livingston succeeded 
Mr. Dexter, and was ordained Oct. 15, 1851, who, in 
his turn, has been followed by Josiah Ballard, Joseph 
W. Tarleton, Philip Titcomb, Benjamin P. Grunt, 
George IT. Shaw, and J. Y. Hartshorn, the present 
incumbent, as acting pastors of the society. 



Up to the year 1 827 the town and precinct acted 
together as one, and the two were idonticiil. Tlie 
town settled the ministers, appropriated their nalarioa, 
and built and kept in repair the ohurchos. In that 
year, on the IGth of April, the town, iu its parocliial 
capacity, reorganised as the Pirst Precinct in Plympton 
disti'nct from the town in its municipal capacity, and 
from that time the town and precinct have been sepA- 
rate and distinct. Before that time all meetings of 
the town were held in the meeting-house, and, as if 
in recognition of their parochial as well as municipal 
character, the pastor of the precinct was invited and 
escorted to the meeting-house to open the meetings 
with a prayer. It is probable that the name meeting- 
house, so common in New England, is derived fmm 
the municipal use to which the early places of wor- 
ship were put, and the propriety of adhering to llio 
name ader the abandonment of the use is questionable. 

Town-meetings continued, however, to meet in the 
old church until the new church was built, in 1830, 
after which they were held in the hall of Josiah T. 
Ellis until the town house was built, in 1850. The 
new mooting-houHo now stniiding on the westerly side 
of the green was erected in 1 8^)0, on land presented 
to the precinct by Jonathan Parker. The land ad- 
joining it, devoted to burial purposes, was bought 
afterwards of Zaccheus Parker, the son of Jonathan. 
The old training place has been abandoned as a meet- 
ing-houso site, and been permitted to enjoy a con- 
dition of disuse and neglect. The eye of a stranger 
can see that, properly graded and ornamented and 
surrounded by a good roadway, it would become a 
spot which could not fail to attract some of lliat 
increasing number of persons who are seeking quiet 
and rest as essential features of either a summer or 
permanent residence. 

The method adopted by the Plympton Precinct of 
divesting itself of its municipal clothing and assum- 
ing simply the parochial garb will explain to many 
readers how the old territorial parishes of New Eng- 
land, which were once towns, have broken the ties 
which bound them to the townships, and, as parochial 
organizations, have become heirs to the grants and 
property of the old municipal precincts. This method 
has been more than once opposed, and the right to 
adopt it disputed, but u decision of the Supreme 
Court of MasHuchusctts in the case of MiHord against 
Godfrey and others, reported in the second volume of 
Pickering's Reports, page 91, settled the question. 
In that case '* where a precinct owning a meeting- 
house became, upon their own applicjition, incorpor- 
ated into a town, after which for tliirty-fivo years the 
meeting-house and all parochial atlairs were under 
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the sole manngomcDt of the town, bat from some 
proceciliiigs of the town, such as exompting certain 
inhabitants from taxes for the support of public wor- 
ship, it could bo inferred that the town acted with 
reference to the continued existence of the precinct, 
and as their agent it was held that the precinct might 
reorganize themselves, that the meeting-house con- 
tinued to be their property, and that while they had 
the control of it. and the occupancy of it for the pur- 
]H)HCH for which it was built, the use of it for munici- 
pal purposes did not give such an exclusive possession 
as would enable the town to maintain an action of 
trespass against any person for pulling down the 
meeting house by the authority of the precinct.*' 

TIiIn i!iih4! iiIiiHtra(i;H prcciHcly the situation inid his- 
tory of the Plympton Precinct and many others in 
New England. The Western Precinct of Plymouth 
was incorporated in 1695, and built a meeting-house 
in 101)8 ; was, on its own petition, incorporatt^d ns the 
town of Plympton in 1707; its pnrochinl affairs and 
records wore blended with tliu municipal afTairs and 
records until 17'>2, when the Southern Precinct of 
Plympton was incorporated ; afler that the present 
territory of Plympton formed the First Precinct of that 
town until the incorporation of Carver, in 1790, and 
from that time until the reorganization of the pre- 
cinct, in 1827, the precinct again acted in its double 
enpneity cif t4>wii and precinct, finally HucccH»ding as 
the FirNt Parish of Plympton to all the rights and 
privileges of the old Western Precinct of Plymouth, 
incorporated in 1095, and inheriting the parochial 
capacity and authority of the town. 

Having followed the current of church history, 
the narrative now turns to the exclusively municipal 
history of the town. The first town-meeting was 
held on the let of March, 1707/8, when William 
Sliurtlcif was chosen town clerk, and Caleb Jjoring, 
Samuel Sturtovant, and Benoni Lucas were chosen 
selectmen. These men may be considered the fathers 
of the town. Mr. Shurtleff was the son of William 
Shurtleff, who appeared in Plymouth at an early date 
and removed to Marshfield about 1000. The father 
married, in lOO.'j, Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Let- 
tier, of Plymouth, and was killed by lightning June 
2!^, IGGO. When struck he was holding a son in his 
arms, who remained unharmed, but whether it was 
William or a brother Thonnus, neither history nor tra- 
dition states. William, the son, married, in 1083, 
iSnsatma, <l:iiit;hter of Harnabas Lathrop, and grand- 
danjrhter of llev. John Lathrop, who settled in Scit- 
iiale in IdiU. He removed to Plympton, and many 
ol' his drsce!i(l:int.s are now living in the two divisions 
of the old town. Caleb lioring was a son of Thomas 



Loring, of Plympton, and grandson of Thomas, who 
appeared in Ilingham before 1657. He married 
Lydia, daughter of Edward Gray, and granddaughter 
of Thomas Lettioe, and had a large family, which is 
still largely represented by its descendants in Plymp- 
ton and other parts of the Old Colony. His wife's 
mother, Dorothy (liCttice) Gray, married for a second 
husband Nathaniel Clark, the notorious councillor of 
Andros, during the latter part of whose life his wife, 
living apart from him, resided with her daughter in 
Plympton, where she died and was buried. Samuel 
Sturtevant was a son of Samuel, who appeared in 
Plympton as early as 1643, and brother of John, 
who married Hannah, daughter of Josiah Winslow, 
the brother c»f the G(»vornor. His children married 
into the Standish, Bosworth, and Shaw families, of 
Plympton, and their blood runs in the veins of more 
descendants in that town than bear the name. Be- 
noni Lucas was the son of Thomas, who came to 
Plymouth, and married before 1658. He was born 
in Plymouth in 1059, and that part of Plympton 
which is now Carver contains many of the name 
among its inhabitants. 

At the next town-meeting held on the 21st of Feb- 
ruary, 1708/9, the selectmen reported the following 
list of inhabitants qualified to vote in town-meetings: 



Ifaoo Cuthraan. 
Thoitinn ("iinlnimn. 
iMivolmr Watormaii. 
Wniiaiii Bhurtleir. 
Blkanah Cunliinaii. 
Francis Cook. 
John Drjant. 
Jonathan Bryant. 
John Erorson. 
Riohard Evorson. 
Benjamin Eaton. 
John Brjant, Jr. 
Jaince Bryant. 
JilletSwia. 
RainucI Bryant. 
Joseph Finney. 
James Sears. 
Samuel Sturtevant. 
liolMsrt Watonnan. 
Benjamin Curtis. 
David Bosworth. 
Nohcminh Sturtevant. 
Samuel Sturtevant, Jr. 
Ebcnczcr Standish. 
Williiim Slnrtovnnt. 
JuR(>|)h King. 
l*clcr Tomson. 
.John Kimiiions. 
Isnun liiii;;. 
William Churchill. 
Isiuic ('UKhmaii, .Tr. 
Cloor^o SampHoii. 
Edward Weston. 



Jofleph King, Jr. 
John Wrigbt. 
Adam Wright. 
Isaac Sampson. 
Benjamin Soulo. 
Nathaniel Harlow. 
Samuel Fuller. 
Bleaser Rickard. 
John Riekard. 
Josiah Rickard. 
John Pratt. 
Jeduthan Robbins. 
Jabcz Eddy. 
Jlenry Riekard. 
Edward Tilson. 
John Doty. 
Robert Ransom. 
Samuel Waterman. 
Ephraim Tilson. 
John Tilson. 
Jonathan Shaw. 
Benoni Shaw. 
John Cole. 
John Carver, 
ncorgo Boiium. 
licnoni Lucas. 
John Barrows. 
Nathaniel Woo<l. 
Elcnzcr King. 
Thomas ShurtlofT. ■ 
Abiol ShurtlofT. 
Caleb lioring. 
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Before the incorporation of the town the old burial- 
place, one acre in extent, which was a part of the 
grant made by the town of Plymouth to the precinct 
in 1701/2, was laid out by a vote of the prednot 
passed May 30, 1706, and cleared under an agreement 
with the precinct by Benjamin Soule and Inaac Cush- 
man. 

About the same time the first mill, which was 
a mill for grinding corn, was built near the seoond 
mill-pond on the Winnatuxet River. An old bed or 
channel of the river ran from the south to the north 
side of thu pond and back to the south side, and near 
the turn of the river on the north side of the pond 
the mill was built. The wheel of the mill, according 
to the memoruudu of Lewis Bradford, turned horizon- 
tally and the shaft was upright, with the mill-spindle 
on the upper .end, so that the stone turned with the 
wheel. Such a mill was called a gig-mill. Mr. 
Wright afterwards built another mill just above the 
bridge over the old Plympton cotton -factory pond, 
and on its northerly side. Some years afler, Mr. 
Wright sold a privilege either to Nathaniel Thomas, 
of Marshfiold, or to his son, Joseph, who curly became 
an inhabitant of Plympton, and built a forge at the 
dam where the shoestring factory now stands. A 
short time before the forge was built, a grist-mill, which 
was the third mill of that character erected in Plymp- 
ton, was built on the same dam, known as Weston's 
grist-mill. This mill had a fulling-mill attached to it 
to meet the wants of the people, who, in the latter 
part of the seventeenth century, in common with those 
in other parts of the Old Colony, spun and wove all 
their own cloth on domestic wheels and looms. The 
two first saw-mills were built, one on the Bridgewater 
road near the Lobdell estate, and the other at the 
head of the factory pond. In addition to the forge 
of Mr. Thomas, another was built at a previous date 
by a Mr. Mullinson, near the rolling-mill pond. 

Adam Wright was evidently an active, enterprising 
man, who made use of all the opportunities which the 
times and the location offered. He was the son of 
Richard, and probably grandson of William Wright, a 
native of Austerfield, England, who came in the 
'^Fortune*' in 1G21. Richard married IIc»tcr, a 
daughter of Francis Cook, of the " Mayflower,'* and 
died in 1 69 1 , at the age of eighty- three years. Adam , 
the son, had two wives, Sarah, dau<^htcr of John 
Soule, of Duxbury, and Mehitabcl, daughter of Robert 
Barrow or Barrows. lie died in 1724, about eighty 
years of age, leaving a large family, whose blood has 
come down to the present generation with no loss of 
the vigor with which it was impregnated by its enter- 
prising ancestor. Joseph Thomas was the great- 



grandson of William Thomas, of Marsh field, already 
referred to. The records of the town show that lie was 
not only a man bearing the burdens and responsibili- 
ties of private business, but one also repeatedly called 
by the town into the management of municipal affairs. 
Of Mr. Mallinson the writer knows nothing. If not 
a non-resident, it is probable that his citizunsliip was 
a temporary one, ending with the special business iu 
which he wa? engaged. 

One of the first acts of the new town was in con- 
nection with schools, and on the 21st of February, 
1708, it was voted that the selectmen be instructod 
to provide a schoolmaster, and this vote was repeated 
for many years at the annual town-meetings. On the 
25th of the same month a road was laid out to Lukeo- 
ham. It ran *^ from Barnes' bridge to John Carver's 
ten-acre lot of land, to a red-oak tree marked, and 
from thence, on the eastward side of John Bonum's 
land, on John Carver's land, to the northwest end of 
said Carver's land, and thence through Abiel Shurt- 
leflF's land to the old causeway, and from the old 
causeway to the old path from South Meadows to 
Lakciihani, and then along the path 4»r by- way tliat 
now is till it comes from Pope's Point to liakenhani, 
and thru, crossing that path to the wonlwanl, to ii 
red-oak marked, and so by siud marked tree till it 
comes to a walnut-tree marked, and from thence runs 
northerly to the old road or by-way, and then to 
Lakenham in the old road between Jonathan Shaw*8 
and Bcnoni Shaw's land, which was laid out by the 
selootnicn of the town of Plympton tlio day of the 
year aforesaid." On the IGtli of February, 170U, <' a 
way was laid out by the selectmen of the town of 
Plympton, and by them ordered to be recorded, vis., 
from the meeting-house in Plympton to Plymouth 
line, which is as followeth, viz. : we begin where the 
old road comes into Lakenham path, and so along the 
old road till it comes to the eastward side of Joseph 
King, Sr.'s land, and from thence to the southerly side 
of the road by a range of trees marked some distanoe 
from the road till you come to Nathaniel Ilarlow's 
field, and from thence to his house, and from thence 
to Deacon Kickard's land, so through said land by a 
range of trees marked till you conic near John llick- 
ard*s house to a red-oak tree marked, and so along a 
road till you come to a corner of the field of Deacon 
Kickard's, and so along the range of the old lot of 
said llickard till you come to the old road, and so 
along the road till you come to the Plymouth line." 
These two roads were the two earliest laid out by the 
town, and furnished better means of communication 
than had before existed between the two sections of 
Plympton and between the Central Village and Plym- 



HISTORY OF PLYMPTON. 



1116 



oatb. The last-mentioned road Is that which leads 
to what is called ^* parting ways.** 

At the March meeting in 1708, William Shurtleff 
was again chosen town clerk, and the succession of 
incumbents of that office up to the present time has 
been as follows : 



1700-10. WtllUm Shurtlofr. 
1711-27. Immo Cashman. 
1 728-.? I . Ignatius Cunhing. 
17:r2-.38. .JoKcpli ThoinM. 
1730-70. Jofinh Perkins. 
1780-8A. Zophaniah Perkins. 
1787-04. James Chnrehill. 
1705-08. Elijah Disbee. 
1700. Joshua Loring. 



1800-11. Biyahnisboe. 
1812-51. Lewis Bradford. 
1852-58. William 11. Soule. 
1850-01. rsainh 8. Ripley. 
1862-71. WilliMm Perkins. 
1872. Banillai B. Wright 
187.V82. Iiewis B. Parker. 
1883-84. Josiah P. Hammond. 



The 8llcco^<8ion of incumbents of the Board of Se- 
lectmen has been as follows : 

1708-10. — Caleb TiOring, Samuel Sturterant, Benoni Lucas. 

1711-12. — Caleb Loring, Isaac Cusbman, Benoni Lucas. 

1713-21. — David Bosworth, Isaac Ciishman, Bononi Lucas. 

1722-23. —Daviil Bosworth, Isaac Cushraan, Jr., Bononi Lucas. 

1724. — David Bo^ worth, Isaac Cushman, Jr., Samuel Bradford. 

1725-27.— David Bosworth, Isaac Cushman, Jr., Bononi Lucas. 

1728-20. — David Bosirortli, Ignatius Cushing, Benoni Lucas. 

1730. — David Ito^worth, Ignatius Cushing, Josopli Lucas. 

1731. — Samuel Bradford, Joseph Thomas, Joseph Luons. 

1732-33.— Samuel Bradford, Joseph Thomas, David Bosworth. 

1734. — Samuel Bradford, Joseph Thomas, Joseph Lncas« 

1735-38.— Barnabas Shurtleff, Joseph Thomas, Josiah Perkins. 

1730-40.— Benjamin Weston, Samuel Shaw, Josiah Perkins. 

1741. — Joseph Thomas, Samuel Shaw, Josiah Perkins. 

1742.— .losoph hnnnH, Saniuol Shaw, Josiah Pork ins. 

I74.V44. — .loMoph Itrldgliani, Bonjamin Weston, Josiah Perkins. 

1745-40. — Josoph Bridgham, Qeorge Bryant, Josiah Perkins. 

1747. — lloland llantmond, (Inorgo Bryant, .losiah Perkins. 

1748. — Samuel Shaw, George Bryant, Josiah Perkins. 

1740. — Roland Hammond, George Bryent, Josiah Perkins. 

1750. — Roland Hammond, George Bryant, Josjah Perkins. 

1751. — Benjamin Weston, Abel Crocker, John Bradford. 

1752-54. — Benjamin Weston, Benjamin Shurtleff, John Brad- 
ford. 

I7.')5-57. — Rolnnd lliiuunond, Zebcdoe Chandler, Gideon Brad- 
foni. 

1758-66. — Ssmuel Lucas, Zebedce Chandler, Gideon Bradford. 

1767-70. — George Hammond, Zebodee Chandler, John Bryant. 

1771. — Gideon Bradford, Zebedee Chandler, Samuel Lucas. 

1772-73. — Gideon Sampson, Ignatius Loring, George Ilnmmond. 

1774. — Gideon Bradford, John Bryant, George Hammond. 

1775. — Gideon Snnipsun, John Bryant, Thomas Savery. 

1770. Sanuinl Lucas, Zebodee Chandlor, Jal>ex Newland. 

1777. — Gideon Sampson, Zebedce Chandler, George Hammond. 

1778. — .lohn Itryant, lt*aiah Cuiihman, George Hammond. 

1779. — John Sliaw, Ipainh Cushman, Gideon Sampson. 

1780.— Thomas Gnnnott, Klijah HiRboe, Francin ShurtlorT. 

1781. — Tlioiiins Gannett, Klijah Bisbcc, John iShaw. 

178i;-84.— Thomas Gunnctt, Klijuh Bisboe, Francis Rhurtleff. 

1785.— Thomas Gannett, Isaac Churchill, William Atwood. 

1786. — Thomas Gannett, Nchoniiah Cobb, Kbene/.er Soule. 

1787. — Joini Hrailford, William Atwood, Stephen Ellis. 

1788-89. — Snmiicl LiieaF, Gideon Bradford, William Ripley. 

1790. — Thomas Gannetf, (Jideon Bradford, William Atwood. 

1791 — Thomas Sampson, Jonas Whitman, Slophen ICIIis. 

1792. — Thomas Sampson, Gideon Bradford, Stephen Ellis. 



1703-04.— Thomai Sampson, Isaao Lobdell, Stephen Bills. 

1705. — Caleb I«oring, George Sampson, Gideon Bradford. 

1700-00.— Caleb Loring, Stephen Ellis, Asa Sherman. 

1800.— Isaac Wright, Stephen BlHs, Zenas Bryant. 

1801. — Seth Cusbing, Nathaniel Carver, Thomas Sampion. 

1802.— Seth Cusbing, Stephen Ellis, Isaae Wright. 

I80M.— Isaac Churchill, Henry Leonard, Peleg Wright 

1804.— Stephen Kllis, Caleb Loring, Peleg Wright. 

1805.— Stejihen Ellis, Isaac Wright, Zephaniah Perkins. 

1806.— Stephen Ellis, Isaao Wright, Seth Cashing. 

1807-10.— (!aleb lioring, Isaac Wrighr, Oliver Parker. 

1811.— r*aleb lioring, Isaao Wright, Levi Bradford. 

1812.— Deniel Soule, Lemuel Bryant, Oliver CHnrchill. 

1813-14. — Oliver Parker, Lemuel Bryant, Isaac Wright. 

1815. — Oliver Parker, Elijah Bisbee, James Gushing. 

1810-17. Oliver Parker, Elijah Bisbee, William Perkins. 

1818.— Jonathan Parker, James Gushing, William Perkins. 

1810.— Janathan Parker, John Bradford, Billya WrighL 

1820. — Jonathan Parker, Spencer Holmes, Zenas Bryant, Jr. 

1821. -Jonathan Parker, Martin Hayward, Zenas Bryant, Jr. 

1822.— Philemon Fuller, Oliver Parker, Martin Hayward. 

1823.— Philemon Fuller, Oliver Parker, Isaao Wright. 

1824. — Jonathan Parker, Martin Hayward, Zenas Bryant. 

1825. — Jonathan Parker, Martin Unyward, Ebeneser Ijobdell. 

1820. — Jonathan Parkor, John Sampson, Josiah T. Ellis. 

1827-20.— Jonathan Parker, Pelham Ilolmee, Josiah T. Ellis. 

1830.— Martin Hayward, Pelham Holmes, Josiah T. Ellis. 

1831-32.— William Perkins, Riclmrd Cooper, Jr., Josiah T. 
Ellis. 

1833. — Zenas Bryant, Jr., Zaccheus Sherman, Oliver Chnrehill. 

1834-36. — Joseph Sherman, Richard Cooper, Jr., Josiah T. 
Ellis. 

1837.— Martin Perkins, Richard Cooper, Jr., Josiah T. Ellis. 

18.38.— Zenas Bryant, Isaiah Churchill, Willard Ellis. 

1830. — Zenas Bryant, John Slierman, Riohard Cooper, .Tr. 

1840. — Zenas Bryant, John Sherman, John P. Ellis. 

1841. — Thomas M. Harrub, John Sherman, John P. Ellis. 

1842.— Thomas M. Harrub, Zaccheus Parkor, John P. Ellis. 

1843. — Isainh Churchill, Zaoc bens Parker, Daniel Perkins. 

1844. — William M. Bisbee, Zaccheus Parker, Daniel Perkins. 

1845. — William M. Bisbee. Cephas Bnmpus, Benjamin Warren. 

1840. — Isaae Wright, Cephas Bumpns, Benjamin Warren. 

1847. — Zaccheus Parker, Stephen Clark, James M. llarrnb. 

1848.— Zaccheus Parker, Isaao Wright, Bela Wadsworth. 

1840. — Zaccheus Parker, Joseph Sampson, Jr., Bela Wads- 
worth. 

1850.— Isaac Wright, Elijah Bisbee, C. C. Bumpus. 

1851.— John P. Ellis, Joseph B. Nye, Alden Miller. 

1852-53.— C. C. Bumpus, Edson Ellis. Harvey Fuller. 

1854. — George W. Sherman, Charles H. Perkins, Isaac Wright. 

1855.— George B. Fuller, Isaiah S. Ripley, Isaae Wnght. 

1856. — Josoph B. Nyo, Isaiah S. Ripley, Isnac Wright. 

1857.— Joseph B. Nyo, Isaiah S. Ripley, William Perkins. 

1858. — Josoph B. Nyo, John P. Ellis. Josiah S. Hammond. 

1859. — Zacchoiis Parker, William Perkins, James C. Ellis. 

1860-01. — Zacchens Parker, Ira S. Holmes, Charles II. Perkins. 

1802. — Isaiah Churchill, Alexander Harvoy, Charlcn II. Per- 
kins, g 

1803. — George W. Sherman, Seneca Briggs, Charles H. Per- 
kins. 

1864. — George W. Sherman, .lohn Sherman, Charles H. Per- 
kins. 

1865. — William Perkins, John Sherman, George W. Sherman. 

1866-67. — William Perkins, Znccheus Parker, Ira S. Holmes. 

1868. — William Perkins, James S. Bonnoy, Ira S. Holmes. 

1869. — William Perkins, John Sherman, Josoph B. Nye. 
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1870.— William Perkini, Zaoolieiu Park«r, Jamee 8. Uonaey. 
1871.—- William Perkins, Zaoobeus Parkor, John Sherman. 
1872.— Joeeph H. Fuller, Zaoobeus Parker, Joieph B. Nyo. 
1873-75. — John Slierman, Ira 8. Holmea, Lemuel Bryant. 
1870. — John Sherman, William Perkins, Lemuel Bryant. 
1877.— [lersobel B. Brlggs, William L. Randall, Joeiah P. 

Hammond. 
1878-79. — James 8. Bonney, John Sherman, Frederiok M. 

Harrub. 
1880.— William Perkins, John Sherman, Stephen Cburohill. 
1881-82.— Frederick M. Uarrnb, T. S. Ripley, Lewis B. Parker. 
1883. — Josiuh P. llamiiiond, A. B. Bonuoy, Lotiiuol HryuiiL 
1884. — Josiah P. llummond, Albert Bonuey, Lemuel Bryant. 

No record is nmde of tho olioico of n luodorator 
until 1724. Who presided at town-meetings before 
that time, whether the clerk or selectmen or a mod- 
erator whoso election was not thought worthy of 
record, there are no means of determining. Since 
that time tho following persons have officiated at 
annual meetings : 



No record is to be found in tho town books of the 
choice of a town treasurer until 1717, until which dine 
it is very probable that the finances of the town were 
managed by the selectmen. Since 1717 the following 
persons have been chosen to that office : 



1724. Caleb Loring. 

1725. Benoni Lucas. 
1720. Benoni Shaw. 
1727. Benoni Lucas. 
1728-31. Caleb Loring. 
1732. John Wostoii. 
1733-35. Samuol Bradford. 
1736-37. Buruiibas Shiirtlofl*. 
1738. Samuol Brmlford. 
1789. Barnabas Shurtleff. 

1740. Ignatius Loring. 

1741. Qeorge Samiwon. 
1742-43. Benjamin Weston. 

1744. Joseph Thomas. 

1745. Benjamin Weston. 
17'l8-54. George Sampson. 
1755. John Bradford. 
1758-57. Benjamin Weston. 
1758-5tt. John Bradford. 
1760-62. Qideon Bradford. 
1703-65. John Bradford. 
1766-71. Zebedee Chandler. 
1772. (lideon Sampson. 
1773-74. Timothy Riplej. 

1775. Qideon Sampson. 

1776. Zebodee Chandler. 

1777. Qideon Sampson. 

1778. Seth Cushing. 
177U. Gideon Sampson. 
1780-81. Soth Cushing. 

1782. Francis Shurtleff. 

1783. Itiaiah (?u8hiiiiin. 

1784. FninoisShurtlufl'. 
1785-86. Seth Cusliing. 
1787-88. TlioujnB (hiniiott. 
178U. Seth Cushing. 
17U0. Gideon Bradford. 

1791. Seth Cu;ihing. 

1792. Gideon Bradford. 

1793. Seth Cushing. 
1704. Klijah Bisbee. 
1795-96. Gideon Bradford. 
1797-99. Stephen Bills. 



1800-1. Isaac Bonney. 

1802. Stephen Ellis. 

1803. Blias Churchill. 

1804. Stephen Bllis. 
1805-6. Soth Cushing. 
1807. Polham llolmoH. 
1808-10. Isaao Wright. 
1811-1.1. Zuh<llol Bradford. 
181 1-17. Ulijuh Bisboo. 

1818. Martin IJayward. 

1819. Marston Sampson. 

1820. Polham Holmes. 

1821. Martin Hay ward. 
1822-24. Polham Holmes. 
1825-32. Josiah T. Ellis. 
1833-36. Arnold Leauh. 
1837-46. Josiuh T. Ellis. 

1847. James (!. Bllis. 

1848. Josiuh T. Ellis. 
1840-50. Cephas C. Bauipns. 
1851. Josiah S. Hammond. 
1852-54. Cephas C. Bumpus. 

1855. Erastus Leach. 

1856. Isaac Wright. 
1857-58. Daniel S. MoLoiiu. 

1859. Qeorge B. Fuller. 

1860. Joseph B. Nye. 

1861. Daniel S. McLean. 

1862. James C. Ellis. 

1863. Joicph B. Nye. 

1864. James C. Ellis. 
1865-67! Goorgo B. Fuller. 

1868. Joseph B. Nyo. 

1869. Ilerschel E. Briggs. 
1870-71. Joseph B. Nye. 

1872. Horsohel K. Briggs. 

1873. George B. Puller. 

1874. John Sherman. 
1875-77. 1 1 ersehel E. Briggs. 
1878-80. John Sherman. 
1381-82. Ilerschel E. Briggs. 

1883. Charles II. Perkins. 

1884. Ilerschel E. Briggs. 



1780. Benjamin Croek«r. 
1700-98. Elijah Bbb«e. 
1799-1800. Qeorge Sampson. 
1807-31. Jonathan Parker. 
1832-37. Josiah T. Kllia. 
1838-30. Zaechous Parkor. 
1840-41. John Sampaou. 
1842. Zaouhoiis Parkor. 
1843-62. John P. Ellis. 
1863-70. William Perkins. 
1871-78. Zaeoheos Parker. 
1870-82. Lewis B. Parker. 
1883-84. Josiah P. Uammond. 



1717. Isaac Cushman. 
1718-20. Nathaniel Harlow. 
1721-32. Caleb Loring. 
1733-36. Polycarpns Loring. 
1737-61. Qoorge Sampson. 
1762-66. Zobe4loe Chandler. 
1767-71. Benjamin Wciton. 
1771-78. Jabex Nowland. 
1779. Elijah Bisbee. 
1780-81. Zephaniah Perkins. 
1782-84. Qideon Sampson. 
1786-86. Isaiah Cushman. 

1787. John Chamberiin. 

1788. Elijah Bisbee. 



Tlic first representative to the (General Court 
chosen in 1719. It is probable that before that time 
little interest was felt by the town in matters outside 
of the organization of its own municipal affairs. In- 
deed, in many scattering years afterwards the town 
voted loruiiilly to cIiooho no rcproKciitntive. From 
17 IS) down to tho year 1857, when rupruHontativo 
dirttrict-s wcro established by law, making llannoii, 
Halifax, and Plympton a representative district, the 
following persons have represented the town in the 
General Court : 



1719-21. Benoni Lucas. 
1728. KIkanah Cushman. 
172-i. Samuel Sturtevant. 
1725-26. Isaao Cushman, Jr. 
1727-30. Samuol Bradford. 
1740-42. William Churchill. 
1748-45. Benjamin Weston. 
1746-40. William Churehill. 
1750-51. Barnabas ShurtlefT. 
1752. Benjamin Cushman. 
1753-57. Isaac Bonney. 
1758-67. John Bradford. 
1768. Isiuus Bonnoy. 
1760. John Bradford. 
1770-71. None. 
1772-74. Samuel Lucas. 
1775-76. Seth Cushing. 

1777. John Bridgham. 
Thomas Cushman. 

1778. (jiihiun Saiiipium. 
1771). Soth CuHhing. 
17SU. Zephaniaii Perkins. 
1781. Sutli (Pushing. 
1782-00. Francis Shurtleff. 

1701. Soth Cushing. 

1702. Oideou Bradford. 
170:^-00. None. 



1800-1. Seth Cushing. 
1802-6. None. 

1806. Seth Cushing. 

1807. None. 

1808-14. Klijnh Bisbee. 
1815. None. 

1810. Jonathan Parker. 

1817-18. None. 

1819. Jonathan Parker. 

1820-27. None. 

1828-29. Jonathan Parker. 

1830. None. 

1831-33. Jonathan Parkor. 

1834-36. Josiah T. Bllis. 

1837. None. 

1838. Zaecheus Parker. 
1830-40. None. 
1841-43. Lewis Bradford. 
1844. None. 

184 5-1 G. Cu}»ha8 C. Bumpus. 

1847. None. 

1848. Elijah Doxter. 
1810. None. 

1850-51. Joseph B. Nyo. 

1852. C. C. Bumpus. 

1853. John P. Kllis. 
1854-56. None. 



Tliesc lists of names not only show who were the 
prominent men in different generations, but probably 
comprehend most of the names of the families at 
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diifcrcnt pcriodii dwolling in the town. It will be 
noticed that new nniucs were eouHt^iutlj lunking tlieir 
appearanee, and gradually enlarging the circle, once 
confined to those whose ancestry has already been 
described. Rev. Jonathan I'arker had come in from 
Barnstable and founded a family which ever since his 
day has occupied a pnmiinent position in the town. 
John Avery Parker, of New Bedford ; Oliver Par- 
ker, the manufacturer ; Jonathan Parker, for many 
years the treasurer and representative of the town ; 
and in the present generation Zaccheus Parker and 
his son, the late Lewis B. Parker, have all illustrated 
in their character and lives the genuine Puritan spirit 
and vigor of blood so largely possessed by their nn- 
ccHtorH. William (^hnnrhill had eomo in from Plym- 
outh, the son of John, who came to Plymouth in 
1G43, and in him, too, Plympton found a source of 
pure Pilgrim blood, which has flowed in an untainted 
stream through the veins of a numerous posterity. 
Joel Ellis had come in, the son of Samuel, and grand- 
son of John, the ancei)tor, who married, in 1045, 
Elizabeth, daughter of Edward Freeman, and settled 
in Sandwich probably at the date of its settlement, in 
1639. Ignatius Gushing had come in from Scituate, 
the grandson of Matthew, who came over in 1638, 
and settled in Hingham, and Edmund Weston, from 
Duxbury, the son of Edmund, who came to Boston 
in the ^' Eliz:ibeth and Ann,** in 1635. Nathaniel 
Harlow had come in from ]'ly mouth, the son of 
William, who appeared in Lynn in 1637, and after- 
wards removed to Sandwich, and finally to Plymouth, 
the ancestor of a family whose name may be found 
in all parts of the Old Colony ; and Josiah Perkins 
had come with his father, Luke, from Hampton, 
where his grandfather, Abraham, was an early settler, 
and his descendants, too, have been and continue to 
be men in whom the town often confides the mana<;e- 
mcnt of its afluirs. Benjamin Soule had come in 
from Duxbury, who married a Standish, and was the 
grandson of George Soule, who came in the " May- 
flower;" and Jabcz Newhind came, who, having mar- 
ried a daughter of Ebenczcr Standish, of Plympton, 
settled in the town, and was for a time active in pro- 
moting its wclfnre. David Bosworth came in from 
Plymouth, the son of Benjamin, of Hull, and married 
Mercy Sturtevaut, a dau*;hter of one of the earliest 
settlers of the town. Ebcnezer Standish had come 
in from Duxbury, the grandson of Miles, and some of 
his descendants bearing the name may still be found 
within I ho 1iini(,s of the (owiiHhip. BeHJdcs these 
the JiolxloIlH and Shcrnians and Bonneys and Bis- 
hc(\s and 11 ay wards and Leaches and llolnies and 
Gannotts and Uipleys and Fullers and Bryants had 



come in from various parts of tho Old Colony, all 
mingling together, and leaving a posterity which 
exists to-day as free from foreign ingredients as any 
community which can be found in the length and 
brcMidth of tho land. 

^ Up to the time when the incipient stages of the 
llevolution began to appear, little occurred to break 
the monotony of the town*s agricultural life. In 
those days, and indeed until a very recent period, 
the fields of Massachusetts were depended upon for 
the support of its people, and little or nothing for 
the consumption of man or beast came from beyond 
its borders. In fact each district and town was ex- 
pected to raise its own supplies, so difficult were the 
mrthods of communication, and Cfmm^quentJy those 
towns which possessed agricultural advantages were 
thrifty and prosperous. Plympton was favorably sit- 
uated at the central point of diagonal lines crossing 
the county of Plymouth, and the quiet which now 
characterizes its streets and roadways must be in 
striking contrast to the comparative bustle and ac- 
tivity which prevailed when it lay on the great thor- 
oughfares between the various prominent towns of the 
county. Even up to the time of recent railroad in- 
tercommunication, Plympton was the chosen spot for 
political and religious conventions, being equidistant 
from the remote corners of the county. But though 
remote fromst^am communication, and suffering from 
a general stagnation of manufactures and agriculture 
and trade, it must not be thought that it has met 
with its death, and that it is beyond the hope of res- 
urrection. In the evolution of a new country, with 
the rapidly-shifting scenes which must attend such a 
process, there must be at times an overflow here and 
a drainage there until a level is reached, from and 
above which a general rise must eventually occur, 
lifting every locality to a higher plane of prosperity 
and wealth. Our country, even in New England, is 
still new ; its waves of population have not yet settled 
to a rest ; everything is still in a formative condition ; 
towns here and there may grow rich and others grow 
poor, but we must be assured that the time will come 
when the rich will overflow and the poor will begin 
to prosper and rise. 

Concerning the passage of the Stamp Act, which in 
many towns created serious alarm, little was done by 
the town of Plympton. In 1766, when the cost of 
tho disturbances and riots caused by that act began 
to be counted, a vote was passed in town-meeting 
expressinj; the (»ppoaiii()n of tho town to any payment 
to the Jjicutcnant-Govcrnor or others of any compen- 
sation for the damage which the disturbances had 
occasioned. In 1768 it was voted to concur with the 
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inhabitants of Boston in tlieir determination to cease 
the importation of British goods. On the 2]8t of 
Soptoniber, in that year, it was voted *' to choose a 
oomniittco of onu to go to Boston in order to act 
with a number of gentlemen chosen in Boeton and 
other towns in the province, to meet at Faneuil Hall 
on the 22d inst., in order to take into consideration 
the dangerous situation we apprehend this province 
is in, inasmuch as Governor Barnard has dissolved the 
Qeneral Court at a time when we apprehend there is 
danger of a speedy French war, and at the same time 
we are threatened with being deprived of our civil 
and religious liberties, and for them to do what they 
shall think most for the honor of his majesty and the 
best good and safety of this Province/' 

On the 11th of July, 1774, it was voted " not to 
purchase or consume any goods of any kind imported 
from Great Britain after the 1st of October next, 
until our liberties arc restored.'* This resolve was 
passed by a vote of ninety-seven to fifteen. At the 
same meeting, George Bryant, Seth Cnshing, William 
Ripley, Samuel Lucas, Thomas Savery, and Josiah 
Perkins were chosen a committee to consider and re- 
port on the condition of public affairs, and subse- 
quently reported as follows : 

"We, the 8ub«oriber8, being chosen a couimitteo to take into 
oonsiUeration the preoarioui state and dangerous situation In 
whioh the pnblio affairs of this Provinoe are now under, and 
which threaten great distress through all the colonies, beg leave 
to report. 

" In the first place, we recommend unto all to be deeply hum- 
ble before God, under a due sense of the many aggravated sins 
which abound in the land in this day of our calamity, wliicli in 
the foundation cause of all the sorrows and calamities that wo 
foot or fear, and ropent and turn to (]od with our whole hearts, 
and thus we may humbly hope that God will graciously bo 
pleased to return unto us, and appear for our deliverance, and 
laTe us from the distress we are now laboring under, and pre- 
Tent heavier calamities coming upon us. We also recommend 
this town by no moans to be concerned in purchasing or con- 
suming any goods imported from Great Britain after tho first 
day of October next and until our griovances are rcuiovud, aud 
with regard to entering into any ooiubinatiou res]>ectiug pur- 
chasing goods imported from Great Britain, we humbly con- 
ceive it would bo very imprudent to act anything of that nature 
until the result of the Congress shall be made public, and upon 
the report thereof we advise the town to be very active in pur- 
suing tho most regular method in oixler to promote the gooil of 
the public and the nourishing state of tho sauio." 

It was voted to send the report to the town clerk 
of the town of Boston, and the same committee, with 
David Magoon, James Harlow, John Bridghain, John 
Shaw, Isaiah Cushman, and Isaac Churchill added, 
was instructed to consider the result of the Congress 
when reached, and report to the town what action it 
was expedient to take in the premises. 

The tone and spirit of the above report illustrate 



both the parochial and municipal complexions which 
characterixcd tho moeling^ ot tho tf>wn. Tu tho oiio 
wo discover the peace-loving spirit of tho gcispel, 
whiuh puts its faith in 0(n1 ; in the other wo dinctivor 
the more socnlar and practical injunction, *' to koep 
your powder dry.'* On the 21st of the following Sep* 
tember, Josiah Perkins, William Ripley, and Thouuui 
Savery were chosen a committee to draw up and 
report instructions to Samuel Lucas, tho represenUtive 
of the town to the Oeneral Court, and the followiog 
instructions were subsequently reported and adopted : 

*' Whereas, wo tho subscribers, being ohosen a eummittaa to 
draw up instructions for the reprosentatlTeto tho General Court, 
we have done it in tho following manner. In the fini plaoa, 
we advise him by no means to be aiding or oonienting to any 
transaction to be done at the General Court that is inconsialent 
with our charter rights and privileges, and also if in oa«e tho 
Governmont should adjourn tho Court to Boston, we adviao biin 
by no means to give his attendance, unlets the Govommont bo 
so good as to remove his forces out of the town." 

Samuel Lucas, the representative, was also chosen 
to attend a Provincial Congress, at^ Concord, on the 
11th of October. On the 3d of January, 1776, 
Samuel I^ucas was again chosen a delegate to Pro- 
vincial Congress, to be held at Cambridge on the lOtli 
of February. At the same meeting the Uiwn voted 
not to pay the minute-men any regular ))ay, but in- 
structed the selectmen to provide for such as oould 
not provide for themselves. In March, 1775, Seth 
Cushing, who was then acting as representative, was 
instructed to act as a delegate to Provincial Congress 
as the successor of Mr. Lucas. 

At this time, in the early part of 1775, there were 
four military companies in Plympton, and these com- 
panies were called into active service to march to 
Marshfield on the 19th of April, the very day on 
which the battles of Concord and Lexington were 
fought. Unlike other towns in the county. Marsh- 
field in its municipal capacity had taken ground 
apiinst the initiatory ste|M of the Itcvolution. It 
had passed in town-meeting resolves condemning the 
disturbances caused by the Stamp Act, and other re- 
solves condemning the destruction of tea. Its most 
pronounced loyalists had been so seriously annoyed by 
the patriots of other towns, that, at their request, 
Cupt. Hntfour with a company of Queen's Guards, 
nuuibcring one hundred and twenty men, was sent in 
January, 1775, to Marshfield for their protection. 
The presence of these troops was such a menace and 
insult to the people of the county, that the First Regi- 
ment of the county militia marched on the 19th of April 
to attack them. On the arrival of the regiment at 
Marshfield, on the 20th, it was found that in conse- 
quence of the battles of the day before, Qen. Qage 
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~hMl Kilt Dillon for iJio itiituotliar« rctitni oF Onpt. 
Itiiir»iir III HiiHlnii, mill llint in iib<ilimiu>- In iJint order 
hin cuilitirkntioti Und been effected onl; an hour or 
Iwo before, Tbe resimciit coneisled of six or seven 
hmidrcil men, oiid Cnpt. Bnlfour nnerwanlft atAtod 

' that ir bci linil Ixrun uttnuked )io sbuuld bavc Hurreii- 
«lered nilboiil Grin^; a gun. Thus MnnibGcId not 
outy narrowljr eBcnped furnishing the Grst hnttle-field 
of the wnr, but dIbu fnrniahiii^ n victory with the 
murnl KlTci-t of wtiich thnt of iho akiniiiahcH of Con- 
cord and Lexington would present no coinpiiriBOii. 

The officers of the First Regiincntwero Tlieophilus 
Cotloii, of I'lyiuouth, colonel; Thooias Lathmp, of 
Ftynioulh, UouloHaDt-oolouet ; John Gray, of King- 
•bin, firat. mnjor; niid Both Gn><hin<;, of llyniploit, 
aecund mnjor. The Flyuipton conipanioe in this regi- 
ment, nil of which went U> Marshlield, wore under the 
OomDiBnd of Copt. Jfihu Bradford, Capt. ThoiniB 
Loring, Cspt. William Atwood. and dipt, Nathaniel 
Shsw. Tbe members of Copt. Bradford's company 
were hk follows : 



Jobn Bradford, oipL 


BM>ki»l Jobnron. 


.laH8t<l^toTlln^1kl■t. 


hunc Lobileir. 


Jrnnw lUrlnw, ondBn. 


lilijiib MoFBrlln. 


Thoniu BwBim™. »rgt. 


J^inh Porkin.. 


r. PMirleintil. (Brgt. 


r«inh Ri[.l.j. 


ll«HharBlib«.«n>- 


William Ripl,j. 




Znbdiel SRinpHin. 


ttkhwd Boiworth, Borp. 


KphmlEa Roulo. 


KrllM ItrjriHll, lltll Mtt. 


Kpliinlm Tliikhw 


Kwkl-I 1'>lu.«r, Orer. 


Iiuilftl. Thnmn.. 


Jelin Uhonhill. 


N>iUift>> TiBklom 


Jwlnh TnniKiti. 


J«»pl. WriRllt. 


(l.^.rHu UliitM. 


Nnll..Liia.iirolilli 


lilliUFaion. 


Slophtn Bllie. 


Igiotlni l^rUg. 


Joel Kiilii. 


Veni Brsdronl. 


iMse Cnilinikn. 


NohoinmU Biibn. 


Zepliuiah Porkli 


David BriKSB. 


Abuer BisbM. 


.r^hn HriBK«. 


Kjlranun BnrlloU 




-t'diti Winton. 


Juob Cxilimui. 


Bplinlm ToiDinri. 


Htophcn Chorohllt. 


Bbcnrmr TomioD. 


J«wh CuihnftD. 


Ailain TumKn. 


BUM Churcliill. 


Joahun Outer. 


n«n«h^ II«Iow. 


Bftmno) Pwrji. 



Samnal BturttriinL 



The uicnihcrs of Capt. Thomas Iioriiig's company 



Jnb Woiton, urgt. 
Elxmejier Soiiio, eorp. 
IdTi UrfHiit, rtruiniDiir. 
ZsbslsB Chanaiec. 



Adnni Wright. 
Levi Wriglit. 
Berj.roin WrigUt. 
Notlmniel Churahlll. 
Ilni.j»n.li. Hrjaiil. 
KIwiiMur Uufhiuii. 



■I'oiob Ohnndlcr. 

Ixniali Uuil ui, Jr. 

Abner Uirlow. 
ZndtHi WMton. 
I'-rpii Wrlebt. 
Kmiiiiul Wrictit. 
8II1UI (ttarlgtnnt. 
Aui llii«|«r. 
NoHh Slortovnnt. 
Nalhanlel Dnnnor, Jr. 
Jdihuii flryant. 



Hnlhntiigl Fulkr. 
Job IlLlmeii. 
Niinb Iliitwortb. 
l^iomu llarJow. 



II«i>j..mlD C.i«hmi»i 
Cnlsb Cuahmiin, 
John rhui-ohill. 
KllihtL Whillcn, Jr. 
ItcnJMiilii niDnou. 
Benjamin Soul*. 
Caleb taring. 
nidonn Sampnn. 
Luks Pcrkiu. 



Satniiel Bonnnji. 
Dnrid Cfanrchill. 

Abnor Hall. 
iKnlH CbarDblll (U). 
Ncnh Dlibeo. 
Jobn Utib». 
Joilah Rip] 17. 
William Churahlll. 
John namM. 
Tiuiolhy Riplgj. 
JoHph R<plB7. 



The nicmberB of Capt. William Atwood'i compatij 
rcro as follows : 



William AtBood.oapt. 


Thoma* Muiam. 


JamniMiir.lMk,1>tllot>l. 


Oi.lo'in Porkini. 


Joicph BnrrDKi, 2d liout. 




William WHbburD, itrgL 


Jonathan BatrowB. 


John Bhan, lorgL. 


NalhaniBl Atwood. 


Soi«p\i Atirood, IBrgt. 


Robart SlurUTutt. 




BarLlBlt Mnrdock. 




Benjamid BetiBon. 


Jabci Moxam. 


l;bt>nBMr Uurhnra. 


riio members of Cnpt. Sh 


w'fl company were : 




HoiBhiah Colo. 


J<>ualhaDTilKH.,l>tli«iil. 


Nalhaa Cobb. 


Fr«iol-SburtlBff,2dlloot. 


DaniDi Fauneo. 


Joshua Parklur, nn-gt. 


John Risk aril. 


jMoph Cobb, Pargt. 




SlaaMT CroefcBr, lorgt. 


iMuhar Fallor. 


Elitiha Lucai, SDrgt. 


Barnahat I.i.BM. 


Conlldor Cbn«o, oorp. 


John SfaBrman. 


Sbi.iubI Cobb, ootp. 


John Atwood. 


Iil«MrBiok»rd,Jr.,<iorp. 




JMBph Crockar, oorp. 


Eriward etBphoni. 


Bbrnowr lUiniiom, drum- 


&I»ard StfpliBDI, Jr 




William StBiibani. 


Iwlab Tllwin, druintnBf. 


IriiiBuel Rtaphoni. 


Ramiiol Locuo. 


,lnhn I'iBiikBiii. 


Iriiiioiol Crookar. 


Amnilnh Hoten. 


John Luaao. 


JofBpli lUtimm. 


Darld Woml. 


lilijah Ranaom. 



Jothua Totman. 
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John Danham. 
Blaater Robbins. 
Noah Pratt 
Sylraaut Danhain. 
Simeon Dunhtun. 
Silaa Dunham. 
Blijah Dunham. 
Daniel Yanghan. 
Daniel Yanghan, Jr. 
WillUm Cobb. 
Joseph Yaughan. 
Samuel Yaughan. 
Abiel Shurtleff. 
Thomae Sarery. 
Andrew Barrows. 



John Shurtleff. 
QtOTgt Hammond. 
Ambrose Shaw. 
Bei^amin Shaw. 
Beiijaiuin Khaw, Jr. 
Oaleb Atwood. 
Jonathan Shaw. 
Nehemiah Shaw. 
Blijah Lucas. 
Isaao S. Lueas. 
Bleaxer Riekard. 
Abnor Riekard. 
Biyah Riekard. 
Joseph Bondman. 



Whether the soldiers who served at this time were 
credited to the town as a part of its quota in the 
war cannot be ascertained. It is cert'ain, however, 
that the rolls containing their names were returned to 
the State authorities, and it is probable that many of 
the survivors became pensioners of the government. 
In 1776 the following members of Capt. Nathaniel 
Shaw's company, which represented the south part of 
the town, now Carver, were sent to Boston on tem- 
porary service : 



Franeis Shurtleff, Istlieut. 
Joseph Oole, 2d lieut. 
Timotiiy Cobb, sergt. 
Samuel Lueas (Sd), sergt. 
Consider Chose, sergt. 
Samuel Yanghan, sergt. 
John Lueas, oorp. 
Bbeneter Ransom, drum- 
mer. 
Sylvanus Stephens, fifor. 
Ilosekiah Oole. 
Nehemiah Cobb. 



Samuel Cobb. 
Asa Dunham. 
Nouh Fuller. 
Isaao Shaw Luoss. 
Abijah Lueas. 
Bleaxer Robbins. 
Joseph Ransom. 
David Ransom, Jr. 
Benjamin Shurtleff, Jr. 
Daniel Yaughan. 
Thomas Savory. 
Isaao Lucas. 



The following men enlisted in the company of 
Gapt Nelson,, of Plymouth, in the same year, for 
service at Fort Edward : 



Corporal Sturte^ant. 
Nathaniel Pratt. 
Elijah MeFarlin. 
Blijah Riekard. 
Sylvanus Stephens. 
Joseph Whitten. 



Stephen Atwood. 
Amasiah Doten. 
Blijah Dunham. 
Silas Dunham. 
Benjamin Tubbs. 
Jonathan Riekard. 



The following enlisted in the same year, for tem- 
porary service in Boston, in the company of Capt. 
Stetson : 

John Muxam. Qideon Bradford. 

Eloasor Riekard. James Bishop. 

John Tilson. Noliomiah Sturtcvant. 
Sergeant Sturtovont. 

The following enlisted for temporary service in 
Boston, in the same year, in Capt. Thomas Turner's 
company : 

Joshua Loring, sergt. Peleg Sampson. 

Moses Stsndisli. Bbcnozor Cliurobill. 

Josiah Perkins. 



In the same year 
porary service in Ct 

The following en 
tol, R. T. : 

Joshua Perkins, Is 
Abiel Shurtleff. 
Joseph Barrows. 
Samuel Lueas. 
William Washburn 
Siuieon Barrows. 
Pttlcg Bsrrows. 
Bartlett Murdook. 
Benjoiuin Ward. 

In the same year 
the Plympton comp 
Harlow, were sent t 

Elijah Bisbee, 1st 1 
Job Weston, 2d liei 
Joel KIlis, Jr., serg 
Ebeuezer Bonney, 
Stephen Bills, sergt 
Nathaniel Fuller, s 
Noah Bisbee, oorp. 
Nathaniel Sbermai 
Qid. Bradford, drui 
Simuoii Bonney. 
Calviu Bradford. 
Jositth Oushman. 
Jooob Oushman. 
John Cbamberlin. 

The following me 

companies, then con 

son, were sent to Bi 

Thomas Sampson, * 
Zophaniab Porkini 
Kboiioxcr Soiile. 
Klonzor Ripley. 
Ephraim Soule. 
Samuel Ripley. 
Sbadrach 8tandish< 
Joshua Bryant. 
Asaph Soule. 
Stephen Churohill. 
Peleg Sampson. 
Nathan Bryant. 

In the same year 
months' service : 

Esra Perry. 
Caleb Cushman. 
Williuin Uiplcy. 
John King. 
Nouh Fuller. 

The following ec 
yeurs : 

Andrew Cushman. 
Josiuh Perkinit. 
Consider Prutt. 
John Morris. 
Jonathan iioimes. 
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Jiunu Ilftrlow. Jiucph ClikinbBTKn. 

■lainn Ilnniiny. Jninra Ilia1in|>. 

tnuui llnnnsv. .IikIiiih aiuralilll. 

On tlic 20tli or April, 1778, Willinni Ripl«y, Snm- 
iici Lucas, Thomas Snvpry, Isntiili Cualinian, itntl Kiijnli 
Bisbee were cbosen a ooiiiiuUtep to tnkc into consiil- 
emlion a pinn i>r govoroTiient euat Ui tliu town for 
■pprovnl, and on their report Jt wua rsjoutci] by a vole 
or fifty-GvD to Mventocn. On tho saiuu day one 
Iiuiidrdd poiindn wore appropriated for llic benefit of 
the families of soldiers. In this year the following 
recruitg were mlsed for three niontlm' service in Bhodc 
Island under God. Sullivan: From the company of 
Cnpt. James Harlow, Nathaniel Sherman, JohIuIi 
OnHlininii, nnd SniniiH Wri<:ht-, from ihc coiiipiniy of 
Cnpt. 'rhomiis Sampson, Uarnabns llarluw, corporal, 
Pelcg Sampson, and Seiuael Gardner ; and from tho 
oouipaoy of Capt. George Hammond, James Murdoclc 
and Jofiiah Barrows, Jr. In the autumn of the same 
year the following recruits were enlisted for temporary 

M'rvi.:o in nmUl>.ml lt.«l^>n, uiMh^rGon. II U: I'ntm 

llio uoiiipaiiy of (jnpt. Sumption, i'clog Sampson, 
Thouion f^hurcliill, Arthur Chandler, and Fnincis 
Cook ; from the company of Capt. Show, John Shaw, 
Benjamin Shaw, JnincH Howland, James Vaughan, 
and Samuel Cobb. In the satopyoar Ichabod I^inncy, 
Joseph Perkins, and i^acliariah Cuahman, from tlie 
oouipany of Capt. Sampaon ; Joaeph Crocker, Samuel 
Ciibb, ntid Ahm Diinlmm, i'rum tho uimpnny of Capt. 
Shaw; Simeon Botiircy, Jr., and Jomph Whiting, 
from the company of Cnpt. Iliirlow; nnd Itnrsilliii 
Besf« and Kphraim Barrows, from tho company of 
.Capt. lIammou<I, enlisted to marcli to Fishkill for nine 
months' service. In the same year Seth Cliurchill, 
Jr., Benjamin Bryant, and Soth Johnson, from Capt. 
Sampmn'a company ; Barnabas Cobb, from Capt. 
Shaw's comjiany ; Nuthaniol I'ralt, Jr., and Joseph 
Whiting, from Capt. Harlow's company ; and William 
Waflliliurn, from Capt. Hnmmoni]')' company, enlisted 
f(>r eight months, and marched to Pcekskill, N. ¥. In 
tlie same year David Churchill, Jr., James Soule, and 
Joseph Cliureliiil, from Oajit. Sampson's company ; 
David Wood, Jr., John Dunham, and Samuel Luokb 
(3d), from Capt. Shaw's company ; Jacob Wright, Jo- 
seph Wright, and John Bisbeo, from Capt. Harlow's 
company ; and Daniel Bumpus, from Capt. Ham- 
mond's company, ooliated to march to Providence on 
six months' service. In the same year Ebeoeier 
Gttshman and Amos Jeffrey, of Capt. Sampson's com- 
miinil ; Josepii Imcas, Jr., niid Bcimni Shaw, of Capt. 
Shaw's; Josiah Uipley,Kergt., and William Sampson, 
of C^ipt. Harluw'M ; and Joshua PeHcina, Jr., of Capt. 
Hammond's, were sent to Cambridge under Gen. Na- 
71 



thiinici Goodwin, of Plymouth, to guard thcprisoDers 
of (Ilo captured urmy of Bur^oyno. 

Ill the same year tho following mombors of th« 
Plympton companies enlisted for two months' service 
in illiode Island, under Oen. Sullivan. 

From Capt. Sampson's company: 

P„na Urailfara, »rgl. Icbubod Cliurctilll. 

RiMiBr IIi|>lar,>orgl. Arthur Chnnrtler. 

Kptirnhn Souls, lergU Zebodm Cliftudlar. 

.[(•bn rliufohLII. 

From Capt. Shaw's company : 

Nonli Pnilt. Edwnrd etcphsd*. 

IliinJiimiTi Ransom. Dinlol VBDghiin. 

Johii Rlcliftrd. luM Shaw. 
iHMliar 1?u11sr, Jr. 

From Capt. Harlow's company : 

Ampli BiebM. Wllliiin CbamborluD. 

Bnranrl Bradford. NMhun Wrigbt. 

NitbsBisI lUrlow. NathuD Perklna. 



From Cnpt. Hammtiiid'K company: 



Ilnnjitii 



.1 LyoD 



il llridghnn 



In the same year Sylvanus Bromhall, Samuel Bry- 
ant, and Asa Sturtevant enlisted for two years' service, 
and Josiah Harlow, Thomas Leshert, Noah Pratt, 
James Dunham, Jr., John Bates, Elijah Rickard, 
Noah Fuller, !2epbaniah Dotcn, Benjamin Lucas, 
John Kiu);, Asa Bitrmws, Japhet Benson, Benjamin 
Blossom, Ebenczer Perkins, Peter Thayer, Noah 
ISnton, Isaac Thayer, Benjamin Fuller, Abnor Har- 
low, lleuben Bisbee, and Jacob Bryant for eight 
months. 

In the same year Samuel Cobb, Joseph Crocker, 
Asa Dunham, Ephraim Barrows, and Simeon Bonney 
enlisted for nine mouths. 

In the same year tlic following enlisted for thrM 

Pmimio Shiirtloir. KoBJnmIn Tubbi. 

Xibnioo Ljon. SwiiDniB (noftra). 

BboDOier DonbBDi. Robert Noano. 



Jhm Mordook. 




Klnnthan Uonaon. 


MotJocal Barrowi. 




Am U.rrowa. 








In the same year 


the 


following ealiBted for one 


lar's service : 






Joaiab HoFarlin. 




SuKGBt Weat. 


Lauraa Uirle*. 




Nathu TbrMbv. 


8tBph.n ChurBhill. 




J«lafa FBrklna. 






Cklsb 8tBt«oii. 


AmMi rarklna(flh) 




Oalab riiahman. 


ImMTfokhiMii. 




Silu BturtoTUit. 


laMB Btaiidbih. 




Ptieg Srandlih. 


John Horrl*. 




John Tajlor. 
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In the Mme year Noah Shormaii, John Stephens, 
and John Shennan, from Capt. Shaw's company, en- 
listed for temporary service under Gkn. Heath in and 
about Boston. 

On the 19th of May, 1779, the new constitution 
which was submitted to the town was rejected. On 

(' the 2d of August Seth Gushing and George Ham- 
mond were chosen delegates to the convention to be 
held in Cambridge, to consider the question of con- 
federation. In that year the following men enlisted 
for three years' service. 

Prom Capt. Sampson's company : 

Benjamin Blotiom. Zabedee Onshman. 

William Gannett. Iiaao Bisbeo. 

Bbeneser Standish. 

From Capt. Harlow's company : 

John Barnee. William Harlow. 

Bbeneser Wright. 

Prom Capt. Hammond's company : 

Edward Mardoolc. Prinoe Newport. 

Ellis Griffith. 

Prom Capt. Shaw's company : 

William Oobb. Elijah Dunham. 

In the same year the following enlisted for two 

months' service in Rhode Island. 

Prom Capt. Sampson's company : 

Caleb Chnrohill. Isaac Bisbee. 

Franeis Ripley. 

Prom Capt. Shaw's company : 

Joseph Whiting. Asa Dii(tliaiii. 

Isaac Cobb. Considor Lucas. 

Prom Capt. Harlow's company : 

Tbeophilns Rioltard. William Harlow. 

George Harlow. 

Prom Capt. Hammond's company : 

Wolly Holmes. Thomas Johnson. 

In the same year Zebedee Chandler, Nathan Wright, 
Benjamin Pratt, and Gideon Shurtleff, respectively, 
from the companies of Capts. Sampson, Harlow, 
Shaw, and Hammond enlisted for six months' service 
in Rhode Island, and in the same year Eleazer 
Holmes and Noah Eaton from Capt. Harlow's com- 
pany ; Seth Randall, Barnabas Jackson, and Ford 
Bryant from Capt. Sampson*8; Benjamin Barrows 
and John Washburn from Capt. Hammond's; and 
Simeon Dunham from Capt. Shaw's company, enlisted 
for nine months' service in the Continental array. 

In 1780 the following general recruits were raised 
for three months' service in the army : 



Barnabas Cobb. 
Isaac Cobb. 



John Shcriiinn. 
Levi Shaw. 



TMuushnr Fnllor. 
Calvin Perkins. 
Abiel Shurtleff. 

» 

Charles Howland. 
liOiuuol Cole. 
Carver Barrows. 
Ellis Griffith. 
Uphraim Barrows. 
Henry Wall. 
Moses Barrows. 
Theophilus Riekarc 
Qideon Shurtleff. 
John Chamberlin. 
Ford Bryant. 
KUwurd WrighL 
Jabes Wright. 
Ebenezer Standish. 
Depondenoe Shurtl 
David Soule. 
Lieut. Jacob Westo 

The following en 
the same year : 

Francis Ripley. 
John Barnes. 
' Nathan Wright. 
Asaph Bisbee. 
William Gannett. 
Isiuio Whitton. 
Jouopli Wright. 
Williaui Uipluy. 
Rubort Watoriuan. 
Jacob Luring Rugg 
Jacob liOring. 
Oliver Bradford. 
Ephraini Lucas. 
Consider Lucas. 

In 1781 the fol 

Island for forty dayi 

Thouiiis Sani))son, < 
Silns Sturtovant, li< 
Pelog Sampson, cor 
Edward Cole, Jr. 
William Harlow. 
Consider Lucas. 
Issachar Fuller. 
Isiiac Bonncy. 
Ebeneser Ransom. 
Eleaxer Holmes. 
William Cushman. 
George Harlow. 
Consider Bryaut. 
Isaau Bit>bco. 
Robert Harlow. 
I suae Wiiilten. 
Ebenezer Standish. 
Caleb Chinehill. 
Zephuniah Soule. 
Francis Kip ley. 
Calvin i'eikins. 
Joseph Tinkhain. 
James Holmes. 

In tho same year 
for tlio Continental a 
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Kphraim Pmtt. 
Ferdinand IIaII. 
Jonathan Uolmee. 



KdwanI Mnrdock. 
Noah Eaton. 
Pero Harden. 



The following men enlisted in the same year for 
five months' service in Rhode Island : 



Joseph MoFarlin. 
James Utshop, Jr. 



Simeon Tiorini;. 
WiUiam Wall. 



And, finally, in the same year, the following men 
enlisted and marched to West Point : 



Jopoph Churchill. 
Ebeneser Standish. 
William Ripley. 
Ephraim Lncae. 
John Danbam, Jr. 



lohabod Shurtleff. 
James Harlow. 
Joshua Perkins. 
Isaac Bonney. 
John Barnes. 



The above list, as perfect as the defective rolls at 
the State-House and private papers in the hands of 
the writer can make it, covers six hundred and thirty- 
six separate enlistments. According to the United 
States census of 1790 the population of Plympton 
^w nine hundred and fifly six, and that of Carver 
ci^ht hundred and forty-seven, making the population 
of lMynipU)n dnrin<^ (ho Revolution about ci<;h(een 
hundred. It is not probable that many towns can 
boast, as it is possible for Plympton to do, of having 
furnished enlistments nearly equal in number to one- 
third of their population. Of course, it must be borne 
in mind that in the above computation the several cn- 
listnienlH of (ht* miiu) soldiorH are conntiMl. It is ap- 
parent (hat (ho military Hpirit of the town was peculi- 
arly active. For some time before the war four militia 
companies existed within her borders, and as early as 
1701, before the incorporation of the town, when it 
existed only as a precinct, a training-place was provided 
for its inhabitants by a vote of the town of Plymouth. 
When the war broke out, the old parent town, with a 
much larger population, contained only the same 
number of companies. The number of men in Plym- 
outh of whom nominal military service was required 
was much larger, but a large portion of them were 
members of the alarm-bands only, which were simply 
antirxes of the (rain-bnnds, and only liable on special 
(iccnsi<ms (o bo called upon for active duty. 

The Revolutionary history of Plympton must not 
be closed without special reference to Deborah Samp- 
son, a native of the town, who in male entire enlisted 
:ls a 8(»l<iior in 1782, and served without detection 
until October, 17815. She was a descendant from 
Ahrahuni Sampson, who came from England about 
1(12!), and seltleil in Diixhnry. Isaac Sampson, son 
of Abraham, was one of the earliest settlers of Plymp- 
ton, and niarried Lydia, daughter of Alexander 
Slaiidisli, :iii(] granddaughter of Miles. Jonathan 
Sampson, son of Isaac, married Joanna Lucas in 



1721, and had a son, Jonathan, who married Deborabi 
daughter of Elisha Bradford, of Kingston, and great- 
granddaughter of Qovernor Bradford. The last 
Jonathan, of Plympton, was the father of Deborah, 
the subject of this sketch, who was born Deo. 17| 
1760. Her great-great-grandfather, Alexander Stan- 
dish, married Sarah, daughter of John Alden, and 
it will thus be seen that her ancestry was a distin- 
guished one, and that the blood of Bradford, Standish, 
Alden, Lucas, and Sampson mingled in her veins. 
At the age of five years she lived for a short time 
with a maiden lady by the name of Fuller, and then 
entered the family of Mrs. Thacher, probably the 
wife or widow of Peter Thacher, of Middleboro*. 
At the age of ten she became an inmate of the family 
of Deacon Jeremiah Thomas, of Middleboro*, and 
there probably remained until she enlisted, a part of 
the time teaching one of the schools of that town. 
In May, 1782, having secured a male dress, made by 
a tailor in Middleboro* of cloth spun and woven by 
herself, she disappeared from that town, first going 
to New Bedford with the expectation of there 
shipping on board of a privateer. Not liking the 
appearance of the officers of the vessel, she traveled 
to Wrentham and Dedham, and finally to Belling- 
ham, where, under the name of Robert Shurtleff, she 
enlisted on the 21st of May as one of the quota of 
the (own of IJxbridgo. She was attached to the 
company of Capt. Wells, in Col. Shepard*8 regiment 
and Qcn. Patterson's brigade, and in the descriptive 
list of the company was described as five feet seven 
and a half inches high, with hazel eyes, inclining to 
blue. From Bellingham she was sent to Worcester, 
West Point, Harlem, and White Plains. Her com- 
pany was afVerwards transferred to Col. Henry Jack- 
son*s regiment, and, according to her own statement 
repeatedly made, took part in the siege of Yorktown, 
and witnessed the surrender of Cornwallis. The 
surrender took place, however, Oct. 19, 1781, and if 
the above date of her enlistment be correct this pas- 
sage in her history must be omitted. Her own state- 
ment was that she enlisted in May, 1781 ; but cerUiin 
records in Middleboro* seem to make the statement a 
doubtful one. It must be left, therefore, a mooted 
qucs(ion whether, on the one hand, the records in 
Middleboro* are incorrect, or whether her statements, 
made probably some years after the erdistment, are 
founded on an imperfect recollection of her service. 

In June, 1782, she was wounded in the (emple 
and the groin, and though sent to the hospital, her 
sex escaped discovery. The bullet in her groin she 
extracted with her own hands, and thus the wound in 
that locality was concealed from the eyes of the sur- 
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geon. In the suminer of 1783 she was attacked by 
a fever and sent to a hospital in IMiiladclphiu, whore 
Dr. Binney, tlie physician in charge, discovered her 
disguise, and caused hor to bo removed, — first, to the 
apartments of Mrs. Parker, the matron, and then to 
his own house. Representations were at once made 
to Oen. Patterson, as whose aide-de-camp she had 
served for a time, and on the 23d of October, 1783, 
she was discharged. In November she returned home, 
and April 7, 1784, married Benjamin Gannett, a 
farmer of Sharon. After her discharge she received 
the following certificntc : 

" This may oartify that Robert Shurtleff was a soldioi* in my 
Regiment in the Continental array for the town of Uxbridge in 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and was enlisted for tlie 
term of three years ; that he had the confidence of his officers, 
did his duty as a faithful and good soldier, and was hononibly 
discharged tlie army of tho United States. 

" JlicNilY Jackson, 
** Late Col. in the American Army." 

In 1805 she was placed on the pension list in 
obedience to the following order : 

'<War DKpARTMKifT, Mttroh n, 1805. 
**SiR, — You aro hereby apprised that Deborah <}aunott, who 
served as a soldier in tho army of tho United States during the 
late Revolutionary war, and who was severely woundo<l therein, 
has this day been placed on the Tension list of tho (United 
States at the rate of four dollars per month, to commence on 
the first day of January, 1803. You will be pleased to cuter 
her name on your books and pay her or her legally-author- 
ised attorney on application accordingly. 

** I am, sir, very respectfully, 

" Your ob't serv't, 

** ir. |)KAI(m>llN. 

** Bknjamin Austin, Bsq., Boston." 

On the 20th of January, 17i)2, the folhtwing re- 
solve was passed by the Legislature of Massachusetts 
in recognition of her services : 

** Whereas, it appears to this Court that Deborah Gannett 
enlisted under the, name of Robert Shurtleff, in Capt. Wells' 
company in the Fourth Massachusetts Regiment May 21, 1781, 
and did actually perform the duties of a soldier in the late 
Army of the United States to the 23^^ of October, 1783, for 
which she has received no compensation; and, whereas, it 
further appears that the said Deborah exhibited an extraordi- 
nary instance of female heroism by discharging the duties of a 
faithful gallant soldier, and at the same time preserved tho 
virtue and chastity of her sex unsuspected and unblemished, 
and was discharged from the service with a fair and honorable 
character; Therefore, Resolved, that the Treasurer of the 
Commonwealth be and hereby is directed to issue his note tu 
said Deborah for the sum of thirty-four pounds, bearing 
interest from October 23, 1783. j 

Dtibortth Gannett died iu Sharon, April 2i), 1827, | 
at the a^e of »ixty*ciglit yearn, leaving her liu.shand, 
Benjamin, who died Jan. U, 1837, at the age of 
eighty years, and a son, Capt. Eairl H. Gannett, who 
died June 9, 1845, at the age of fif\y-nine years. 



In 18B2 an act was passed by Congress awarding 
pensions to widows of soldiers, and in aecordniuHs 
with the spirit of Uiis aot, a special provision wan 
made for the payment of a |>onsioii to liiMijaiiiiii 
Gannett as the husband of a deceased soldier, and 
he received the same during the remainder of his 
life. 

For some years after the Revolution Plympton, 
like most small towns, felt the burdens which the war 
had imposed, and the drain on its financial resources 
which the constant demand for men and means had 
cauHcd. It was not until the early part of the present 
century that a new wave of activity and enterprise 
began to set in. Up to the time of the Revolution 
the occupation of the people had been chiefly con- 
fined to agriculture. A few saw-mills and grist-mills 
were in operation, and the old forge, erected by Josopli 
Thomas and afterwards owned by Joseph Scott and a 
Mr. Beacham, of Boston, had kept steadily at work. 
Where the tack-factory now stands an old furnace, 
erected in or about 1713, had manufactured more or 
less castings, and in the latter part of its career, at 
the beginning of tho Revolution, was engaged in the 
manufacture of cannon and cannon-balls from the ore 
found in tho ponds of the noighborhootl. During 
the Revolution, however, this furnace ceased opera- 
tions, and Mr. Gideon Bradford, its last manager, re- 
moved to Charlotte Furnace, in the south part of what 
is now Carver, where it is said the first hollow-ware in 
this country was cast. To the Parker family belongs 
the credit of creating that revival of business which, 
during many years, wliile, in anticipation of steam, 
the water-power of the country held undisputed sway, 
made Plympton an active and prosperous town. Rev. 
Jonathan Parker, the second minister of the town, 
married Ruth, daughter of Rev. John Avery, of 
Truro. His children were Ruth, Jonathan, John 
Avery, Elisabeth, and Avery. He married for a 
second wife Lydia,- daughter of Joseph Bartlett, of 
Plymouth. His son, Jonathan, born in 173G, on ac- 
count of a blindness which had afflicted him from 
early manhood, was able to make little use of the in- 
tellectual vigor he had inherited from his father. He 
married, in 1765, Abigail, daughter of Polycarpus 
Loring, and had Oliver, born in 1766; Polycarpus, 
1707; John Avery, 1769; Ruth, 1771; Jonathan, 
1774 ; Jacob, 1776 ; and Abigail, 1778. lie bought 
a privilege on the Winnatuxct River of James Allen, 
Jcreniiali Allen, John Brown, and Martha Brown in 
178G, on which ho built a lorge and lilackhmitli-rihop 
for the manufacture of shovels. Of his children, 
John Avery married Avcriek, daughter of Shadrach 
Standish, of Plympton, and early removed to Dart- 
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mouth, from whence he removed to New Bedford, 
where he bccnme, as is well known, largely and most 
succcFsfully engaged in the whale finhcry. Jonathan 
married, first, Silence, daughter of Asoph Soule, and, 
second, Polly, daughter of Asa Shermau, by the last 
of whom he had Polly Stephens, born in 1809, who 
married Inniah Churchill; Zaccheus, 1810, who mar- 
ried Betsey, daughter of Ansel Bartlett,of Plymouth ; 
Silence, 1812, who married Joshua G. Thompson; 
Lucy, 181G, who married Thomas Jx)ring; Betsey, 
1818, who married Josiah S. Hammond; Abigail 
Loring, 1822, who married Asaph Wood; Hannah 
Stephens, 1824; and Jonathan, 182G, who married 
Helen, daughter of Jacob Parker, of New Bed ford. 
He first engaged in the manuracture of shovels, and 
allerwards in the management of a store, which, since 
his time conducted by his son, Zaccheus, and grandson, 
Lewis Bradford Parker, is now successfully carried on 
by a great-grandson, the son of Lewis, whose recent 
death closed a life honorable to himself and useful to 
his follow-ciiizcns. Oliver, the oldest son, bought of 
his father, in 1803, the forge and hlacksniith-shop 
which he had carried on, and coutinued in the busi- 
ness of his father. Aller his death the works were 
succcM-Hively carried on by his son, Oliver, and grand- 
son, Gustavus, and under the ownership of the last, 
while managed by Nathaniel Sherman, they were 
burned. 

In 1822 a rolling-mill was erected near the shovel- 
works, and conducted by Ebenezer Lobdell, either 
under his ownerHhip or that of a company, on a priv- 
ilege bought of Oliver Parker in that year. At that 
date, which was the culminating period of the manu- 
facturing industries of the town, there were within 
its limits four grist-mills, five saw-mills, the iron-mill 
above referred to, a cot ton- factory, and a cotton- and 
woulen- factory. The iron company finally fuilod, and 
the pn>|)erty, after passing through the hands of N. 
Uu.ssell & Co., of Plymouth, was sold to Oliver 
Parker, who to()k down the mill and used the mate- 
rial in rebuilding his shovel-works. The cotton-fac- 
tory, built in 18 IH, is now engaged in the manu- 
facture of shoestrings. The cotton- and woolen- 
factory, on the same stream with the cotUin factfiry 
and sliovcl-works and rolling mill, was built in 1814 
and burned nut many year.s niuce. Soon alter the 
erection of the rolling-mill its owners bought of 
Martin I lay ward a privilege on the south branch of 
JuncH Kiver, and erected a nail-factory, from which 
the plates U8(*d in the manufactory of nails were 
rolled at their mill. On the failure of the company 
this property came into the hands of Mr. Hay ward, 
the old owner of the privilege, who at first engaged 



in the manufacture of horseshoe-nails. In 1863, 
Priscclla F. Hayward sold the factory to E. Y. Perry 
& Co., of Hanover, who in 1866 sold it to Franklin 
P. Farrar, who, in turn, sold it in 1867 to Mary 
Harrub. The old mill and privil^;e are now used 
by Frederick M. Harrub, the son of Mary Harrub, 
for the manufacture of tacks. The manufacturing 
industry of the town is now limited to several saw- 
and grist-mills, the shoestring-factory, the factory of 
Mr. Harrub, and a shoe-factory under the manage- 
ment of Mr. Oeorge Randall, which is situatied on 
the westerly side of the road facing the green. 

In connection with this period in the life of Plymp- 
ton it is proper to make some allusion to one of its 
sons, to whom not only the town in its corporate 
capacity, but every descendant from its early settlers, 
is indebted for the conscientious thoroughness and 
fidelity with which he gathered up and recorded the 
incidents of its history. Lewis Bradford was a lineal 
descendant from Governor William Bradford, through 
the second William, John, Samuel, Qideou and Levi. 
Samuel, born in 1683, removed early to Plympton. 
He married, in 1714, Sarah, daughter of Edward 
Gray, of Tiverton, and among his children had 
Gideon, born in Plympton in 1718, who married, in 
1741, Jane, daughter of lohabod Paddock. Gideon 
had among his children Levi, born in Plympton in 
1743, who married, in 1764, Elizabeth, daughter of 
Daniel Jicwis, of Pembroke. Elisabeth Lewis was 
the granddaughter of Rev. Daniel Lewis, the first 
minister of Pembroke, and from her family the sub- 
ject of this sketch derived his name. Lewis Bradford 
was the son of Levi, and was born in Plympton in 
1768. In 1807 he was admitted a member of the 
Plympton Church, and shortly afler chosen its clerk. 
In 1814 he was chosen deacon, and held that position 
until his death. His church records are extremely 
full, carefully written, and in the n&rration of current 
events, and in memoranda relating to the ancient his- 
tory of the precinct, possess a value which few records 
of that character can equal. He was chosen town 
clerk in 1812, and until his death the town records 
are full of evidence that he performed his official 
duties with even more completeness than the law 
required or the most exacting demands of his con- 
stituents could expect. The writer has examined 
many town records, and it is a wholly inadequate 
characterization of those of Mr. Bradford to say that 
for general stntenicnt, genealogical information, and 
liistorie hints he has never seen them equaled or 
even approached. 

lie was a member of the Jjegislature in 1842-44, 
and, as a mark of their respect, the members represent- 
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ing the Whig party, to which he belonged, presented 
him with a gold-headed cane. In addition to the 
church and town records, to which ho devoted much 
of his time, ho kept a voluminous diary which, ifctiro- 
f ully examined, would probably disclose much of value 
to the student of Old Colony history. This diary has 
been presented to the Congregational Association in 
Boston, and is deposited in a case in the library of 
the association, to which a label b attached describ- 
ing the contents. A private and personal diury, be- 
gun March 30, 1802, when the writer was thirty- 
four years and ten days old, and continued until the 
day before his death, Aug. 9, 1851, fills ninety vol- 
umes, in nineteen parcels. A journal of religious 
meetings and conferences, funerals, etc., from Juno 
18, 1809, to Aug. 8, 1851, fills thirty-two volumes, in 
eight parcels ; a private record of deatlw and funerals 
from June 8, 1815, to May 27, 1^^51, fills six vol- 
umes, in two parcels, and a supplementary volume 
contains all the deaths from Jan. 1, 1812, to May 
11, 1846. These one hundred and thirty-one duo- 
decimo volumes contain, according to an estimate 
made by the writer, who has seen them, twonty-ono 
thousand one hundred and twenty pages. Mr. Brad- 
ford was thrown from a carriage while returning from 
church Aug. 10, 1851, and almost instantly killed. 
It b proper to add the suggestion that the records of 
*Mr. Bradford, as well as the earlier records of the 
town, should not be permitted to exbt in a single 
copy. It would be a wise and prudent act on the 
part of the town to cause accurate copies to be made 
at once and deposited in the registry of deeds for the 
county. Neither the town nor the community at 
large can afford to lose by fire or otherwise so valua- 
ble a depository of hbtorical and genealogical lore. 

Another gentleman representing thb precinct in 
the history of Plympton was Zabdiel Sampson. Ho 
was a lineal descendant from Abraham Sampson, who 
came from England about 1629 and settled in Dux- 
bury. George, the son of Abraham, removed to 
Plympton, and among his sons had George, born in 
1691, who married in 1718 Hannah, daughter of 
Benjamin Soule. Among the sons of George was 
Zabdiel, born in 1727, who married first, in 1747, 
Abigail, daughter of Benjamin Cushman, and second, 
Abiah, daughter of Richard Whitmareh, of Abing- 
ton. By his second wife he had George, burn in 
1755, who married, in 1780, Hannah, daughter of 
Richard Cooper, and had Zabdiel in question, born 
in 1781, and Schuyler, 1797, who became a well- 
known and respected citizen of Plymouth. Zabdiel 
married in 1804, Ruth, daughter of Ebenczcr Lob- 
dell, of Plympton, and had Milton Lobdell, 1805, 



Eudora Rowland, 1807, who married Fraocb L. Al- 
den; Algernon Sydney, 1809, Marcia Lobdell, 1811, 
who married John 11. Cogsliall, of New Bedford, Aiid 
John Iloniby, of Poughkeopsio ; Maria TiOuiKii, whci 
married Daniel llicketson, of New Bedford ; Alj^oruoii 
Sydney again, 1816, who married Adeline liombard ; 
Ruth Lobdell, 1819, who married Daniel Hathawaj, 
of Fair Haven ; Zabdiel Sibbee, 182fl, who married 
Helen M. Bird, and Judith Lobdell and Nancy 
Ripley (twins), 1827, the last of whom married James 
L. Baker, of Ilingham. Mr. Sampson gniduiitcd at 
Brown University in 1803, and devoted himself lo 
the study of law. He afterwards removed to Plym- 
outh, and in 1816 was ohoeen a representative to 
Congress. He was active in the aflairs of hi» 
adopted town, and in 1820 was appointed oolloctor 
of cuhtoniH for the port of Plymouth, llio duties uf 
which ho continued to {lerform until his death in 
1728. 

To Henry Martyn Dexter, another representative 
of the later history of Plympton, reference has already 
been made. His father was the pastor of the Plymp- 
ton Church from 1809 to 1851, and his mother wum 
Mary, daughter of Nathaniel Morton, a sister of Gov- 
ernor Marcus Morton, and a descendant from George 
Morton, who came in the '* Ann** in 1623. Mr. Dexter 
was born in Plympton Aug. 13, 1821, and graduated 
at Yale College in 1840. In 1844 he graduated 
from the Andover Theological Seminary, and was 
ordained November 0th in the same year as pastor of 
the Franklin Street Church in Manchester, N. H. He 
remained in Manchester until 1849, when ho was settled 
over the Pine Street Society in Boston, which later 
became the Berkeley Street Congregational Society. 
In 1843 he received the degree of A.M. from Tale, in 
1863 the same degree from Brown University, in 1865 
the degree of Doctor of Divinity from the University 
of Iowa, and in 1880 the degree of S.T.D. from Yale, 
and in 1867 retired from the ministry to devote liim- 
sclf to literary pursuits, in which his labors have l>eeu 
assiduous and distinguished. From 1859 to 1866 he 
was associate editor of the Congregational Qtiarterfy^ 
and during the same period associate editor of the 
Congregationalism Since 1867 he has been editor- 
in-chief of the CoiiffregationalUtj and from 1877 to 
1879 he was lecturer on Congregationalism in Andover 
Theological Seminary. He has been also prolific in 
contributions to the ^^ Encyclopaedia Britannica/' the 
British Quarterly^ and the ** Memorial History of 
Boston." Besides pamphlets, occasional sermons, and 
papers of transient interest he has published ^* Street 
Thoughts," in 1859 ; " Twelve Discoursos," in 1860 ; 
** Congregationalism : what it is ; whence it is ; how 
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it works : why it iH better tlinii nny other fomi of 
Church Goveruuicnt," in 1865; ''The Verdict of 
llenson upon the Question of the Future Puninhuicnt 
of those who die Impenitent/* in 1865 ; " A glance 
at the Ecclesiastical Councils of New England," 
1865; ''The Church Polity of the Pilgrims the 
Polity of the New Testament," 1870; " Memoranda: 
Pilgrim History," 1870 ; " As to Roger Williams and 
his Banishment from the Masf^achusctts Colony," 
1876; '* The Congregationalism of the last three 
hundred Ye:irs as seen m its Literature, with special 
Reference to certain recondite, neglected or disputed 
Passages, with a Bibliographical Appendix," 1880; 
''The True Story of John Smyth the Se. Baptist 
]i8 told by himsfOf and his Coteniimrarias : with an Tn- 
(|uiry whether Dipping were a new Mode of Bap- 
tism in England in or about 1641, and some consid- 
eration of the Historical Value of certain Extracts 
from the alleged * Ancient Records' of the Baptist 
Church of Epworthe, Crowle, and Buttcrwick, Eng- 
land, latdy pubiiHlicHl, and claimed to suggest import- 
ant modifittitions of the history of the Seventeenth 
Century, with Collections toward a Bibliography of the 
first two Generations of the Baptist Controversy," 
1881 ; and in the same year " A Hand- Book of Con- 
gregationalism." He also edited " Churches King 
Philip's War and Eastern Expeditions," a literal re- 
print, in 1865 ; in the same year " Mourt's llelution," 
a literal reprint; and in 1881, "Roger Williams' 
Christenings make not Christians," a long-lost tract 
printed in 1645, and exactly reprinted. Dr. Dexter 
married Nov. 19, 1844, Emeline, daughter of Simeon 
Palmer, of Boston, and has had four children, Henry 
Morton (born July 12, 1846, who married, June 9, 
1881, Emily Ijoud, daughter of Hon. John E. San- 
fonl, of Taunton), Winifred (b(»ni July I, 181!), who 
died the day after her birth), Lizzie Clarendon (born 
Aujj;. 20, 1851, who di<Hl Deo. :51, 1861), Mary 
Palnior (boiii Nov. 21, 1856, who died Oct. 29, 
1861). He now resides in New Bedford, where it 
is understood that he is engaged in the preparation 
of a new history of Plymouth Colony. Such a work 
from such competent hands cannot fail to receive a 
cordiul welcome. 

Nor in mentioning the distinguished men who have 
claimed Plympton as their birthplace, must William 
Bradford of Briv^lol, 11. I., be omitted, whose 
name was overlooked in the description of the period 
to which ho bcloni'cd. lie was a lineal descendant 
from ihc (Jovornor whose name ho bore, lie was the 
brotlior of Ciiiloon Bradford, the grandfather of Lewis 
Urndford already referred t^. lie was horn in 1729, 
and married in 1750, Mary, daughter of William Le 



Baron, and had William, 1752, who married Betsey 
B. James; Le Baron, 1754, who married Sarah, 
daughter of Thomas Davis, of Plymouth ; Joho,.who 
married Jeuiima Wardwell ; Hersey, who married 
Abby De Wolf and Abby Atwood; Lydia, who mar- 
ried James Collins ; Nancy, who married James De 
Wolf; Mary, who married Henry Qoodwin, and 
Hannah, who married G. Baylies. Mr. Bradford re- 
moved soon aflcr his marriage to Bristol, and becamo 
Deputy Governor, Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and United States senator. 

In connection with the Bradford family of Plymp- 
ton it may not be out of place to state that probably 
that branch of the Governor's family was the deposi- 
tory of many of the valuable papers belonging to the 
archives of the Old Colony. William, the oldest son, 
probably received them from his father and trans- 
mitted them to his oldest son, John, of Kingston. 
Samuel, of Plympton, was the son of John, and to 
his family have already been traced two invaluable 
illustrations of Old Colony history. One of these is 
Governor's Bradford's history of Plymouth Planta- 
tions, and the other the patent issued to the Governor 
and his associates by the Council for New England in 
1629. 

By a recent discovery in the court records at 
the State-House the writer is enabled to fill the gap 
which has previously existed in the history of the 
latter important relic. He' has in his possession a 
letter dated 1741, from an attorney in Boston to 
Josiah Cotton, of Plymouth, stating that with refer- 
ence to the controversy then going on relative to the 
boundary between Massachusetts and Rhode Island it 
was important that the patent then missing should be 
found. Mr. Cotton aAerwards stated in his diary that 
it was found after diligent search in the poaseM.Mon of 
a Bradford family in Plympton. From that time 
until 1820, when the commissioners appointed by the 
liCgislature to examine the Old Colony records reported 
that they found it in the office of the Plymouth reg- 
istry of deeds, its wanderings have never been recorded. 
The entry discovered by the writer shows, however, 
that when it was found it was placed in the hands of 
Samuel Wells, one of the Council, where it remained 
until 1749, when it was sent to the Plymouth Reg- 
istry, where it hiis since remained. The entry is as 
follows : 

"In Council, January 20, 1749. It being represented to this 
lloiiril tliat the Patent of tlie Colony of New Plymouth is in the 
hnuiU of Samuel Wells, Ksq., being delivered to him tlivcrs 
years since for the service of this government, voted that the 
said Mr. Wells be nnd hereby is directed to deliver to the Sec- 
retary the said l*atcnt who aflcr he has recorded the same is 
hereby directe<l to transmit the said Patent to Josiah Colton, 
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Esq., lUgifter of the County of Plymouth asd oth«r publie 
papen which he may have in hit handi." 

It is not improbable that other portions of the 
archives of inestimable value, including the famous 
oompaot itself, may have found their resting-place in 
Plympton, and been finally destroyed either by care- 
lessness or unavoidable accident. 

Until the war of the Rebellion nothing worthy of 
relation occurred in the history of Plympton. During 
that protracted struggle its patriotic efforts were simi- 
lar to tliose of other towns in the Old Colony. On 
the 16th of April, 1861, the day after the surren- 
der of Fort Sumter, in obedience to orders received 
during the night of the 15th, twenty-two Plympton 
men, members of Company H, of the Third Regiment 
of Massachusetts militia, reported on Boston Com- 
mon. These were as follows : 



Ira 8. Ilolmei. 
John Jordan. 
Melvin G. Leach. 
Iirael B. Phinney. 
Luoian L. Perkini, capt. 
Warren Richard. 
Bdwin A. I). Wright, 
llunii F. Wright. 
Oicar B. Waalibum, let 

licut. 
John B. Wright. 



Benjamin 8. Atwood. 
Joiiah B. Atwood. 
Henry Beaton. 
Jonathan C. Blanchard. 
Frederick 8. Churchill. 
Alexander L. Churchill. 
Bsra B. Churchill. 
Albert A. Darling. 
William P. BIdridge. 
Henry K. Bllii. 
Daniel Foley. 
Joaiah P. Hammond. 

These men left Boston on Thursday, the 18th, in 
the *' S. R. Spaulding," for Fortress Monroe, and 
on the 23d were mustered into the service of the 
United States for three months. The subsequent 
enlistments, with dates of muster, company, regiment, 
and terms of service, were as follows : 

Blijah H. Atwood, Co. F, S2d Regt ; muit. in Feb. 25, 1862, 

Syeari. 
Joaiah B. Atwood, Co. B, Sd Regt. ; muat. in Sept. 26, 1862, 9 

montha. 
George H. Bonney, Co. A, H. Art. ; muat. in Dec. 9, 1862, 3 

yearf. 
William H. Bradford, Co. B, 3d Regt.; muat. in Sept. 26, 1862, 

9 montha. 
Zenaa F. Bryant, Co. B, 3d Regt. ; muat. in Sept. 26, 1862, 9 

montha. 
George H. Brigga, Co. A, H. Art. ; muat. in March 4, 1862, 3 

yeara. 
Winalow Bradford, Co. C, 18th Regt; muat. in Nov. 2, 1861,3 

yeara. 
George A. Brigga, H. Art.; muaf. in Deo. I, 1863, 3 yeara. 
Jonathan Blanchard, Co. A, H. Art. ; muat. in March, 1864, 3 

yeara. 
Jamea Cailaghan, regiment and muater unknown. 
Edward F. Churchill, Co. E, 18th Rogt. ; muat. in Aug. 9, 

1802, 3 yeara. 
laaiah F. CburcbiU, Co. E, 18th Regt.; muat. Aug. 0, 1862, 3 

yeara; re-enl. in Co. A, 6Uth Regt.; muat. in July 14, 

1864, 100 daya. 
Theodore P. Churchill, Co. A, 32d Regt. ; must, in Nov. 25. 

1HA1 3 VAura 



Joeiah 8. Cbnrehill, Co. H, 38th R^gt ; noaL in Aug. 21, 1B62, 

3 yeara. 
Hiram H. Clark, Co. E, 18th Regt.; moat, in Aug. 9, 186S, 3 

yean. 
Henry C. Clark, Co. B, 5th Regt.; muat. in July 28, ISOl, 3 

yeara. 
William H. Clark, Co. B, 14th Regt.; mnai. in Aug. 16, 1868, 3 

yeara. 
Alexander L. Chnrohill, nary ; muat. in May, 1863 ; re-enl. I>«e. 

4, 1865. 
Bara B. Chnrohill, Co. B, H. Art.; mnit. in Aug. 28, 1863, 3 

yeara. 
Stephen CUrk, Jr., Co. I, 4th Regt.; muat. in Sept. 23, 1868, 

9 montha. 
Albert A. Dariing, Co. C, ]8tb Regt.; muat. in Nor. 3, 1861, 3 

yeara; re-enl. in Vet. Corpa April 9, 1861, 3 yeara. 
Robert M. Dempaey, Co. B, 3d Regt.; muat. in Sept. 86, 1868, 

9 montha. 
William P. BIdredge, Co. F, 32d RegL; muat in Feb. 86, 1868, 

3 yeara. 
Henry K. Kllia, Co. R, 82<1 Rogt.; muat. in Doe. 17, 1861, 3 

yeara; re-enl. Co. B, 32d liegt.; muat. in Jan. I, 1864, 3 

yeara. 
Charlea W. Bngleatedt, Co. F, 48th Regt. ; muat. In Nor. IS, 

1862, 9 montha. 
William Fuller, Co. B, 32d Regt. ; mnit in Dee. 17, 1861, 3 

yeara. 
William Fuller, Co. R, 32d Regt.; muat. In Jan. I, 1864, 3 

yeara ; trana. to 6th Maaa. Battery. 
Philemon Fuller, Co. 11, 18th Regt.; muat. in Aug. 23, 1861, 

3 yoara. 
Daniel Foloy, Co. H, 20th lUgt.; muaL In Aug. 23, 1861, 3 

yeara. 
George W. Glaaa, H. Art.; muat. in Dee. 9, 1862; 8 yeara. 
Abiel Gibha, Co. G, 38th Regt. ; muat. In Aug. 20, 1862, 8 years. 
John F. Goldaborough, Co. B, 41at RegL; muat. in Aug. 80, 

1862, 3 yeara; re-enl. in Co. D, 4th Car., Dee. 28, 1863, 3 

yeara. 
George K. Ilarrub, Co. B, 4th Rogt. ; muat. In Got. 28, 1862, 11 

montha. 
John Haley, Co. H, 18th Regt.; muat. In Aug. 23, 1861, 3 

yeara. 
William Haley, Co. H, 18th Regt.; muat. in Aug. 83, 1861, 3 

yeara; re-enl. in Co. F, 32d Regt., Feb. 24, 1864, 3 years. 
Thomaa Haley, Co. H, 18th Regt.; muat. in Aug. 23, 1861, .1 

yeara; re-enl. in Co. G, 38th Regt, Aug. 20, 1862, 3 years. 
Edward Haley, Co. II, 18th Regt; muat. in Aug. 23, 1861, 3 

yeara; trana. to Inralid Corpa Nor. 28, 1863. 
John llorgan, Co. G, 38th RegL; muat. in Aug. 21, 1802, .*! 

yeara. 
Joaiah P. Hammond, Navy ; enl. Oct. 16, 1861. 
John Jordan, Co. B, 18th Regt.; muaL In Aug. 24, 1861, 3 

yeara. 
Thomaa M. I^eacb, Co. B, 3d Regt.; muat. in SepL 26, 1862, 9 

montbi. 
Melvin G. Leach, Co. H, I8th Regt.j muat. in Aug. 24, 1861, 

3 yeara ; re-enl. 3 yeara. 
laaac F. Lobdeil, Co. B, 3d Regt.; muat. in SepL 26, 1862, 9 

montha. 
Robert W. Latthurca, Co. Q, 38lh RegL; muaL in Aug. 20, 1802, 

3 yeui'H. 
Lorenzo D. Monroe, H. Art. ; must, in Marcli 4, 1862, 3 year? : 

re-eul. in Co. I, 58th Regt., March 25, 1864, 3 yoara; 2a 

lieut. of Co. I, and pro. to lat lieut. 
Natbnniul Pratt, Co. B, 23d RegL; muaL in Sept. 23, 1861,3 



V Alt I'M 



HISTORY OF PLYMPTON. 



1127 



Oiii W. riiinncjr, C<». K, 21ltli llogi.; iituii. in Maj 22, 1881, 3 

yearn. 
William P. B. Phinnoy, Go. C, 24th Rogt. ; miuL in Ooi. 23, 

1881, 3 yean; re-enl. Jan. 8, 1884, 3 yeara. 

Stephen C. Phlnney, Co. B, 32d Regi.; mtut in Deo. 17, 1881, 

3 yean; re-enl. Jan. 1, 1884, 3 yean. 
Beri F. Phinney, Co. F, 32d Regt; must. In Fch. 28, 1882, 3 

yean. 
Israel B. Phinney, Co. O, 38th Regt ; moBi. in Ang. 20, 1882, 

3 yeara. 
Prinee B. Penaiman, Co. B, 3d Regt. ; moit. in Sept. 28, 1882, 

months. 
Jonathan Parker, Co. F, 47th Regt. ; must, in Oot. 0, 1882, 9 

months; re-enl. in Co. K, toL, Jan. 6, 1884, 3 yean. 
Luelan L. Perkins, adjU, 3d Regt. ; most. In Oct. 10, 1882, 9 

months. 
Lemuel Riekard, Co. A, 32d Regt; most in Not. 8, 1881, 3 

years. 
Warron RiokanI, iUt, A, .12d Rogt ; must in Nor. 8, 1801, 3 

yeara. 
Ephraim C. Ripley, Jr., Co. C, 18th Regt; must In Aug. 6, 

1882, 3 yeara. 

Josiah W. Ripley, Co. C, 18th Regt; must In Not. 22, 1881, 3 

yeara. 
Frederiek R. Raymond, Co. G, 38th Regt ; must in Aug. 20, 

1882, 3yonra. 
Miehael Schoolcy, Co. K, 31st Regt; must in Jan. 27, 1882, 3 

yeara. 
James K. Sherman, Co. II, 3d Regt; must in Sept. 28, 1882, 

9 months. 
William S. Sherman, Co. D, 38th Regt.; must in Aug. 20, 1882, 

3 yeara. 
Bennet Soule, Co. O, 38th Regt.; must in Ang. 20, 1882, 3 

yeara. 
Charles II. Sturtcvant, Co. B, 32U Regt ; must In Jan. 27, 1882, 

.1 yeara. 
William Savory, Co. (i, .18th Rogt; must in Aug. 21, 1882, 3 

years. 
Josiah W. Thompson, must in Feb. 17t 1802, 3 years; re-enl. 

Feb. 28, 1884, 3 yeara. 
Wftlter Thompson, Co. E, 20th Regt; must in May 22, 1881, 3 

yeara. 
George W. Thomas, Co. G, 38th Regt ; must in Ang. 12, 1862, 

3 yeara. 
John II. TliomiiK, Co. C, 18th Regt; must in August, 1881, 

3 yoars; ro-oiil. .Inn. 1, 1R04, 3 yoara. 
llcnry L. Tbonins, Ist Mnino Rogt; must in Aug. 24, 1802, 3 

years. 
K<lwnrd Turner, Co. 11, 18th Regt; must in Aug. 23, 1801, 3 

yeara. 
Soth C. Viokcry, Co. K, I8lh Uogt ; must in Ang. 0, 1802, 3 

years; ro-cni. 4th Cnv., June 22, 1864, 3 yeara. 
Augustus R. Vickeiy, Co. B, 7th Regt; must in Fob. 29, 1862, 

3 years. 
Samuel C. Wright, Co. K, 29th Rogt.; must in May 22, 1861, 

'.) 3*cftn»; rc-enl. Jan. 1, 1804, 3 years. 
Rufiis F. Wright, Co. E, 18th Rogt; muBt in Aug. 20, 1861, 3 

years; tranfi. to Invalid Corps July 26, 1863. 
Henry II. Wright, Co. K, 18th Regt; must, in Aug. 20, 1861, 

l\ years. 
K.lwin A. IJ. Wright, Co. F, 32«l Rogt; must in Feb. 27, 1862, 

.*' y«'»rn. 
CharlcK A. WriglU, Co. C, 4lKt Ucgt. ; numt. iu Sept. 4, 1802, 3 

yojira. 
Auplin Wiwhbmn, Co. 0, 38th llcgt ; must in Aug. 20, 1862, 

'.\ years. 



Charles C. White, Co. Q, 38th Regt; must In Ang. 20, 1862, 8 

yeara. 
William S. White, Co. B, 3d Regt ; must in Sept 28, 1882, 9 

months. 
Bdward S. White, Co. B, 3d Regt ; must In 8«pt 26, 1862, 9 

months. 
Nelson White, 11. Art; must in Maroh 14, 1882, 8 years. 
John G. White, Co. B, 7th Regt.; mnit in Feb. 19, 188S, 8 

yeara. 
WInfield S. White, Co. C, 18th Regt; mutt In Deo. 18, 1881, 

3 yeara. 
John B. White, 11. Art; must in Deo. 10, 1883, 3 jreara. 
William n. Lucas, H. Art.; must, in Dee. 10, 1883, 3 years. 
BTored J. Hartford, Co. D, 58th Regt; must In Jan. 11, 1884, 

3 yeara. 
William Thayer, H. Art.; must in Deo. 24, 1883, 8 yeara. 
Charles II. Thayer, unknown. 
Thomas L. Churchill, engineer in the navy. 

The following were cither taken prisoners, were 
wounded, or died in the service : 

Frederick S. Churchill, killed at the second Bull Run Ang. 20, 

1882. 
Theodore P. Churchill, died at Falmouth, of fever. Dee. 14, 

1882. 
William H. Clark, killed at Gettysburg July 2, 1883. 
Esra B. Churchill, died at Newbeme July 2, 1884. 
Stephen Clark, Jr., died at Algiera, La., July 18, 1883. 
William P. Eldredge, wounded at Gettysburg, and died in 

hospiUl July 4, 1883. 
Abiel Gibbs, wounded at Port Hudson. 
John F. Goldsborough, taken prisoner at GainesTille, Fla., Aug. 

17, 1864, and paroled from Anderaonville Not. 27, 1884. 
George B. Ilarrub, died on steamer " North America" Aug. 8, 

1863. 
John Haley, died at Point Comfort July 6, 1862. 
Thomas Haley, died at Now Orleans April 8, 1888. 
John Jordan, wounded at second Bull Run Ang. 20, 1882, and 

died at Alexandria Sept 14, 1862. 
Robert W. Lashuree, wounded at Port Hudson. 
Lorenso D. Monroe, taken prisoner near Peteraburg Sept 30, 

1864; paroled at Richmond Feb. 20, 1866, and exchanged 

March, 186.'>. 
William P. B. Phinney, killed at Deep Bottom, Va., Aug. 16, 

1864. 
Jonathan Parker, wounded at Cold Harbor, and died at Wash- 

ington July 2, 1804. 

At a town-meeting held April 24, 18G1, it was 
voted that " the credit of the town is hereby pledged 
to those belonging to this town who have lefl as vol- 
unteers in Company II of the Third Regiment of 
Massachusetts Volunteers, and also to those who may 
hereafter cither volunteer or be drafted from this town 
to Gght in defense of our government in a sum suffi- 
cient, taken in connection with the pay received from 
government, either state or national, to make the sum 
total of twenty dollars per month from the time they 
are actually engaged in such military duty. And in 
case of tlio decease the said extra pay is to be paid 
by the town to their heirs.*' This vote was passed 
by a vote of seventy-four to four. It was also voted 
that a committee of one from each school district be 
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appointed to visit the families of the soldiers and pro- 
vide for such as might need assistance to the extent 
of nine dollars per mouth, the same to be deducted 
from the extra pay. Reuben Thompson was ap- 
pointed from the First District, Rufus Wright fVom 
the Second, Isaiah Churchill from the Third, Martin 
Perkins from the Fourth, James C. Ellis from the 
Fiflh, and George W. Sherman from the Sixth. On 
the 5th of August, 1862, it was voted to pay a 
bounty of one hundred dollars to soldiers enlisting to 
fill the pending quota of the town, and on the Ist of 
September the same sum was voted for a bounty to 
recruits under the succeeding quota. On the 10th 
of June, 1865, it was voted to pay the sum of three 
hundred dollars, if legal so to do, to those who had 
been drafted in 1863, and had found substitutes. 
And it was also voted to refund the money paid by 
individuals for the purpose of filling the various 
quotas of the town. 

It will thus be seen that from a population of about 
eight hundred Plympton furnished one hundred and 
twenty-eight soldiers during the war. Of these 
thirty-four represent re-enlistments, leaving ninety- 
three inhabitants who actually performed service. 

It will not be necessary to prolong this sketch with 
any history of the schools. The incorporation of the 
town did not take place until the school system was 
thoroughly established, and the simple duty was to 
follow in the course which had been already marked 
out. Under the old district system there were six 
districts and six schools. In 1876 the school district 
system was abandoned by the town, though it had had 
no l^al existence for many previous years. With a 
somewhat diminished population it is now found that 
five schools meet all the requirements, and, during 
the last year, these were carried on at an expense of 
91208.18. The number of children in the town be- 
tween the ages of five and fifteen is ninety, making 
an average of eighteen for each school. The Mclim>l 
committee in their last report recommended the aban- 
donment of two of their schools, believing that at 
the same cost a higher standard of education can be 
maintained. With this allusion to the means of 
instruction existing in the town this narrative must 
close. 
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REUBEN A. WILBUR. 

Reuben Alden Wilbur, son of Zibeon and Lydia 
(Wilbur) Wilbur, was born in Raynhani, Mass., Dec. 
5, 1814. Zibeon Wilbur was a native oFRaynham, 



a blacksmith by trade, and resided in Raynhaoi and 
Taunton the most of his life, dying at Tauutuii, Doc. 
22, 1829^, aged fidy-four years. His wife survived 
him several years. She died Jan. 2G, 1870, at the 
ago of eighty-nine. Their children were Lydia (de- 
ceased), married, first, Alonso Dean, second, Charles 
Dean; Dinah (deceased), married Stephen Austin, 
of Taunton ; Stella (deceased), married Joseph R. 
Wheeler, of Dighton ; Mary H. (deceased), married 
George C. Lincoln ; Zibeon, Elijah, Jacob (deoeascd), 
and Reuben A. 

With a large family of children to support, Mr. 
Wilbur could only give his children the advantages 
of the common schools of the day, and those but for 
a short time, and Reuben, Jan. 2, 1826, being only 
a little more than eleven years old, engaged to work 
in the cotton -mill of Crocker & Richmond, at Taun- 
ton, and continued in their employ until their failure 
in the financial crisis of 1837. Mr. Wilbur then 
worked in factories in Dighton and Lonsdale for 
about a year, when he returned to Taunton, where he 
remained eight years employed in the Hopewell Mill ; 
his industry, faithfulness to his work, and his un- 
blemished character being always a recommendation 
to a good situation. In 1846 one of his former em- 
ployers, Mr. Richmond, "started up plaid-giugliaiu 
works,'* and Mr. Wilbur was employed by hioi in 
setting up machines in various places. 

In 1848 a Mr. Chandler engaged with John Avery 
Parker to make cotton cloth by contract, in the 
Plympton Cotton-Mill, and Mr. Wilbur's services 
were secured by Mr. Chandler, he having perfect con- 
fidence in Mr. Wilbur's abilities, from his long experi- 
ence in the business. This connection continued for 
seven years. In 1855, Messrs. Chandler & Wilbur 
purchased the mill from the executors of John Avery 
Parker, and manufactured until the fall of 1857, 
when from the depreciation of values, and great loss 
ill their c«>llocti(»iiH, they were coiii|m}|Ic(1 to chiM; up 
the biiiiincHs and suspend operations. Mr. Wilbur'-s 
hard-earned savings of years were swept away. He 
was at once requested by capitalists to purchase the 
mill for himself, and they would be his financial 
backers. Mr. Wilbur said, however, that "he had 
risked and lost his own money, but that he would 
never lose or risk a dollar for any other man," and 
did not accept their offer. After passing a year in 
Taunton, Mr. Wilbur was engaged April 1, 1859, by 
Mr. Jenkins, ns sigent and superintendent of the 
Plympton Cotton-Mills, and has held that position 
ever since (twenty-five years). 

Mr. Wilbur inamcd, first, Mary, daughter of 
Thomas and Phebe Strange, of Berkeley. They had 
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Olio cliild, lloubcn Aupistinc. Mrs. Miirj Wilbur died 
ill 18412, niid Mr. Wilbur lunrricd, Kccoiid, Nancy A., 
daughter of William and Melinda Evans, of Berkeley. 
Tliey had two children, — Mary A., who married 
Nelson Sherman, of Carver, has one child, and 
Franklin P., who b engaged in the mill with his 
father, as overseer in the carding-room. Mrs. Nancy 
Wilbur died May 25, 1872. 

Reuben Augustine Wilbur, sou of Reuben A. and 
Mary (Strange) Wilbur, was graduated from Har- 
vard Medical School, and practiced his profession of a 
physician in Taunton, then in San Francisco, and 
finally settled in Tucson, Arizona, where he pursued 
his chosen avocation for seventeen years successfully, 
when he was prostrated by heart-disease, and died at 
his father's house in Plympton, aged forty-two 
years. 

Dr. Wilbur was a devoted physician, and just as he 



was gaining for himself name and fortune, ho was 
taken away in the full prime of his life. Uis loss to 
his friends, who held him in the highest esteem for 
his sterling integrity, deep sincerity, and kindly dis- 
position, is great He led a widow and three children, 
who arc now residing in Arisona. 

Mr. Wilbur is a Democrat in his political views, 
casting his first vote for Martin Van Buren. He has 
never accepted or desired official position, but apply- 
ing himself with an untiring energy and indefatigable 
industry to his work, he had been fioaooially success- 
ful. Such has been his close attention to his business 
that for the last fifleen years he has never passed a 
night away from his home. Mr. Wilbur is character- 
ized by modest and unassuming manners, is a kind 
neighbor, good friend, and loyal citizen, and a worthy 
example of what perseverance, diligence, and fidelity 
can accomplish. 
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The towD of Halifax lies near the centre of the 
county, and is bounded as follows : On the north by 
Pembroke and Hanson, on the east by Plympton, on 
the south by Plympton and Middlcboro', and on the 
west by Bridgewater and East Bridgewater. 

The first settlements were made in an early day, 
and Mr. Sturtevant, it is believed, was the first to 
locate. 

The town was incorporated July 4, 1734, and 
named in honor of the Earl of Halifax. One year 
prior to this, however, in 1733, a house of worship 
was built, and the first pastor of the church was Rev. 
John Cotton, a man of distinction and author of the 
" History of Plymouth Church." 

The people of Halifax were earnest in their sup- 
port of the colonial cause. It is related that just 
before the Revolution a soldier named Taylor deserted 
from the Britbh company stationed at Marshfield, 
and fled to the house of Thomas Drew, in Halifax. 
Three of the company were detailed to take the 
deserter back. One of the number went ahead and 
represented to Taylor that ho too was a deserter, 
liuping thereby to detain him until the others should 
arrive. Mr. Drew, however, divined the intent and ad- 
vised Taylor to flee to the woods, which he did. The 
British soldiers were so enraged to find their man had 
escaped that they went to the house of Noble Thomp- 
son, who was sick in bed, and threatened to shoot 
him on the spot unless he revealed the hiding-place 
of the deserter. Thompson, with that courage which 
rendered the colonial cause triumphant, rose in his 
bed and taking down his gun, which hung above his 
head on wooden hooks, brought it to his shoulder, 
and with tire flashing from his eyes exclaimed, ** You 
are dead men, or leave my house 1'* They did not 
tarry for a second invitation, but immediately started 
on their return to join their company in Marshfield. 
The news of the afiair, however, spread like wildfire, 
and upon reaching the meeting-house they were met 
by two minute-men, Bradford and Bartlett, who or- 
dered them to stop and surrender. Their guns being 
hors du combat^ the British soldiers drew their pistols 
1180 



on them, at the same time ordering them into the 
road, and marched them down to the house of Daniel 
Dunbar, a Tory, and held them as prisoners. Hardly 
an hour had elapsed before the houso was surrounded 
by the entire company of minute-men, and the sur- 
render of their oomrades demanded, which was refosed. 
They then threatened to break in the house and take 
them by force. The British soldiers retaliated by 
saying that if they did so they would instantly kill 
the two prisoners, who entreated their friends not to 
molest them, as they felt sure the threat would be 
executed. The two men, Bradford and Bartlett, were 
finally bound over by Josiah Sturtevant, a king's jos- 
doe, to be tried for breaking the law upon the king's 
highway. 

June 7, 1777, the town voted to give one hundred 
and fifty dollars for men to fill the quou, provided 
they enlisted for three years or during the war. Among 
those who served in the Continental army were Nath- 
aniel Holmes, James Tillson, Josiah Thompson, Prinoe 
Witherol, Consider Pratt, Home Scars, Zobcdiah 
Thompson, Joshua Former, Klishu Faxon, Joseph 
Tillson, Richard Boswortli, and a slave owned by 
Caleb Sturtevant. 

Revolutionary Items.^ — This paper was the result 
of the acceptance of commissions of crown justices 
by Josiah Sturtevant and Daniel Dunbar, and shows 
the intense excitement of the later colonial days. 
Halifax to-day could not muster three hundred men 
for such or a similar purpose : 

'' I, the sabsoriber, Do Promiie and Solemnly engage to all 
people now assembled at Hallifax, In the County of Plymonthf 
on the 1 7th Day of September, 1774, that I never will take 
hohl, oxoctito, or oxoroitfu Any Coiiimitisiun, Oflioo, Or Kmpluy- 
ment Whatsoever, Under or by Virtue of, or iu any manner Do- 
rived from any authority, pretended or attempted To be Qiren 
by a Late Aot of Parliament, Kutitlod an Act for the butter 
Ueguhktiug the (Jovernuient of the Province of the Massoehu- 
setts Bay in Now England. Furthermore, I Own and Acknowl- 
edge that my Conversation and Behavior to the Sons of Liberty, 
altfo with llogard to the Miniitors of the (Jospul, has boon very 

' From original document in possession of Ebonoxor 11. 
Thompson, Halifax. 
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OflTonsWo to my Brcthron it Friends in this plaoe, for which Of> 
fcneos I humbly iwk thoir rorgirenam, and bog that they would 
receive me into their Followithip and yriondfhip again. About 
300 people requiring it, I eigne my Name. 

"JoBiin Stubtrvaiit.'* 

" If the Subscriber, Do Pronice and Solemnly Engage to all 
people now assembled at Ilallifax, in the County of Plymouth, 
on the 17th Day of September, 1774, Thai I will never Take, 
hold, oxoeutn, or exorcise any Commission, olTico, or employ- 
ment WhatsocTcr, under, or by Tirtue of, or in any manner 
Deriv'd from any Authority, pretended or attempted to be 
given by a Ijate Act of Parliamont, entitled an Act for the Bet- 
tor llegulating the (loYemmont of tlio ProYinoe of Massachu- 
setts Bay, in New England. At the House of Josiah Sturte- 
rant, Esq., I happened to Be there when about three hundred 

requested I signe my Name. 

"Daiiibl Dumbar." 

A Liflt of Soldiore Inlistcd into tlio Continent*' Ser- 
vice for 3 years, in 1777, which were hired : 

• 

£ «. d. 

Isaae SturtevS hired by the Town 46 

Isoac Scares, Ditto 46 

Blisha Faxon, Ditto 45 

Samuel Faxon, Ditto 46 

TliomaR Palmer, Ditto 46 

Tliomns Pnlmor, .fun'., Ditto 46 

Tiuuic Ounhman, Do 46 

Both Sturtovant, Do 45 

Kiihraim Duton, Do 45 

Tnomas Tomson, Jun'., Do 45 

Loring Tomson, Do 45 

Thomas Gushing, hired by the Town 10 

by BenjB. Cortis 35 

Abiathar Willson, hire<l by ye Town 36 

Joseph Matthews, Ditto 38 

Andrew Bcaroc, Jun'., Do 46 

Caleb liOftfih, Ditto 100 

Kphraiiii SaiiiHon, Do 100 

.lob lloliiicn, Do 100 

Allen Faxon, Do 100 

Solh Walormnn went : 

hired by .l»hn Watormnn 5 months 6 

hired by Bam" Watcrm" 9 months 116 

hired by John Waterm, Jun'., 3 mon 2 15 

hired by William Waterman 4 mon 5 

hired by Rleas^ A Jabes Water" 6 mo«i>.. 7 10 

hired by Freeman Waterm" 6 mo*i> 7 10 

hired by William Perry 3 mon«i> 3 15 

Richard Joel went : 

hired by Cnlcb Sturtcv^ 12 months 15 

hired by Sam" 8. Sturtcv^ 12 Ditto 15 

hired by Ziadock Tomson 6 Ditto 7 10 

hired by Jabes Sturtovant 6 Ditto 7 10 

£1147 

81 

9 

65 

— 10 

5 2 

18 10 

14 8 
12 12 

8 8 

15 
1ft 10 
52 5 



Continental army in aprill, 1775, and afler out of the 
Town of Hallifaz, vis., 

to go to Rozbury for 8 months. 



£1657 1 



£ «. 


4. 


4 10 





4 10 





4 10 





4 10 





4 10 





4 10 





4 10 





4 10 





4 10 





4 10 





4 10 





4 10 





4 10 





4 10 





4 10 





4 10 





4 10 





4 10 










Cnmhridf^o Kxpoflition, pr month 2 10 

rrivot Kxj.onlitioii 4 10 

The Secret Kxpodilioii to llliod Island, to Cambridge Inst 
Winter, and ono Campiiin to Ho!<(on aro not in thin accompt. 

A Jjiht of tlio utlicicrs & Soldiers Inlistcd into tlio 



Liert. Jesse SturtevS 

Serg^ Thomas Drew 

Serg^ Josiah Tomson •..., 

Cor|»o'. Richard Dotw**) 

Drum^ Blisha Faxon 

David Briggs 

Isaac Sturtev* 

John Driggs, Jun^.. 

Samuel Faxon c 

Zebadiah Toms", Jun' 

Chipman Fuller 

Zadock Fuller 

Isaac Drew 

Nehemiah Besse , 

Nathan Perkins. 

Jonsthan Cortis 

Rsokiol Palmer 

Oliver Holmes 

£81 

Sam" Palmer 

Blisha Faxon 

Nathan Tinkham, Jun' 

Bxra Drew 

Noah Fuller 

John Soars 

Corp". Richard Briggs 

25 No. 



Inlistcd 1775 to SUy 6 weeks, till 15th Jan'T, 1770, at Rozbury 

or Boston. 

£ «. d. 

Serg^ Bben' Tomson (2<) 18 

Church Sturtev^ 18 

Ichabod Tomson 18 

Isaiah Tinkham 18 

Isaac Waterman 18 

NtNih Waterman 18 

John Tilson, Jun' 18 

llolmesSoars '. 18 

Sam"RLurlev^ 18 

(lamaliel Ury^ 18 

£9 
No., 10. 

Inlistcd Into other Companyes in the Summer, 1775. 

£ «. d 

Francis Woods 

Isaac Scares 

Thomas Cnshing 

Caleb lieach 

Andrew Bearce, Jun' 

Sam" Parris 9 16 3 

Matthew Parris 

Jabes Waterman 

No., 8. 

Iniisted Into the Continental Servioe for 1 year, Dec^ 1775, 
and served at New york 1 year, vis. : 

£ t. d. 

Licvt. Jeiflc Sturtev* 16 

Scrg'. Josiah Tom8» 15 

Corp". Uicliard lJ07.w"» 15 

Jonatlian Cortis 15 

Kr.ekicl Palmer 15 

Zebadiah Tomson 15 

I«a»o Stnrtov' 15 

Kliplia Knxon 15 

Sam" Faxon 15 

Caleb Loach 15 

Sam" Parris 15 



£165 











JoliD Bouu.. 
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Jabai Hkll, 1 fur hltPHir 

1 Tor John Wsierm.Juii 
QMuli' ltrr< *■>, 1 fur Liu 



April t, ITM, SuDDiI Parrii hul .n ordar of 11 
InlUtad for BmIod or th* Outia, Ant*, IT7S, foi 

'Bplinlia Buaun- „„. 

D»Dl«l Toaaoa 

Jonatbut Partar.._ ^ 

fiolOBion lng]«s „ 

aidMU Saul _ _ 



Mo., 8. 

InlliUd ftor i uonthi M Rhods Iilud, l7Td. 
t • 

Bbcnaf TomaOD (i*) 1 

Bbeo' Tamion (S*) _.,. ........ 1 

JaUiBttirtav* „ _ ] 

Cfaumb fitiirtaT>_^.....M „ .^ 1 

JlmaoB Start*T<._,.„.,„ i 

tiMuiWatarDuiP ...„. 1 

loath Walanua _ I 

loliitbod Jf alab | 

WillUnParrr- 1 

iHlab Fornrt. _ I 

JodahPuri* 1 

BinTamaon l 

£14 

11 No. 

Inliilod for 3 uiaolha at llriatu), ITTS. 
£ 

AuTumfon | 

Uartln Dunln 

John Farroit, 1 for lilmwir. 

i fpr Judah Wood, Jan. 

1 for David IlMoh 

Tho*. Tom ion, Jun'., want) 

i for J»co» Soul 

i for TbODi' TomaoD, San 



£11 I! 



Fipay. 



Inllitwt fur 1 Duntba >t Rrlilol In Apt" A May, 1 

Cap', Jaaaa Sturtat* 

Liur^ JuEi-i^U TonuoD.... ...•..>. 

KplimiiuTmlili 

Epbralm Samaoa ^ 



No., J 



LiaTt. Jndab Wood... 
Sots'. Bben' Tumtan i 
Sarc'. Siiui'S.Slurta 
Oorr.l. Rbsn' Tomaun, 
OlitarllolmM. 



£S . 



<1 Ilriu 



WilliaiB Vwry... 



Tiiuolli* Wood.. 
Adam Toiuion.... 



liiiboJ '1'. 



■I Porkisa. 
William WnleriBaB... 
John Luaali, Jun' 

OUuliftb Tijuii 

TliDuiu Touiwio 

Iloaea Dunbar.. 

- i«n,Jiin'.. 



Jobc 



lauTuK 



Edward 6«th... 
nolinia Saaraa.. . 
HanjM. I>wria 



'SGiLu Watamian 

labao Walernan.. 

Efliraiin Tinkfaaa 

nBroabai Itrigga, Jaif,.., 

Daoial toii>ion.,..„„.rM. 
Salomon lug las ..„..„,._ 
Duvld Ilarah ..„». 
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A List of Soldiers Inlisted for Quebeck for 5 
lontlis, July, 1776, and acco' by whome they were 
ired: 



Jacob CbtpmftDy } for himself. I 

hired by Ameta Totnioii 

hireil by John Brigi^s 

hired by Baroftbus llriggt 

hired by Josep Perry 

hired by OlMidiah Lyon 

hired by James Paunoe. 



«. d. 

7 6 
10 10 




13 


16 
IS 



11 
8 

11 
4 
8 



£5 10 



James Wade wont hired : 

hired l)y Joseph Tomron i 17 

hired by 11 onea Dunbar ^ 17 6 

hired by Nathan Torason i 17 6 

hired by Bphraim Fuller i 17 

Joseph Tomson wont: 

hired by Lem^ Barns i 17 6 

hired by Benjn. Dunbar A 13 

hirod by Baniahns Brings, Jun^, A 13 

hirod by Ichnlioil BoxworLh A 13 

Ditto by John Boxworth A 13 9 

Dilt«> by Thomnii Puller k 13 

hired by Benj" Corlis k 13 9 



£16 10 



£ $. d. 



SoMi Walcnnnii went: 

hirinl by William Watornmn \ 

hired by John Lonch, Jun**., \ 

Asa Bearoe went wholly for himself 

Beth Sturtevnnt went : 

hired by William Waterman I 

hired by Zndock Tomson ^ 

James Harlow, Jun*'., of Plymton, went: 

hired by Adam Tomson 

Ghipman Puller went; 

hirc«l by [tin nil Tomson 

Oalob Ouyhman went, 4 f<*r himsolf. 

hired by Done" Jacob Tomson ^ 

Zadock Pnllor went: 

hircfl by thu Rovd. Mr. Briggs \ 

hirod by Judah Wood for his son, Tim, ^. 
Eli Boxworth wont, ) for himself. 

hirod by John Tomson (3^) one-quarter. 

hireil by Ichnbod llatoh i 

Silvanus Snnison went i for himsolf 

hireil half by Noah Tomson ^ 



2 7 
2 7 
4 15 

2 7 
2 7 

4 15 

4 15 

2 7 



2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 



7 
7 
3 
3 
7 
7 



6 
6 


6 
6 





6 



6 
6 
9 
9 
6 
6 



lDlist<sd iuto tlio Continental army for 5 uiontlis, 
o go to Now york, in 177G : 



Abner Rick»rd, of Plympton, went: 

hired by Peter Tomson, Jun'., \ S 7 

hired by Peter Tomson, Sen'^ j 1 8 

hired by Giles Leach 1 1 8 

Isaiah Tinkham went, i for himself. 2 7 

hired by William Perry i.. 2 7 

Joseph Bryant, of Plymton, went : 

hired by Noah Tomson i 2 7 

hired by John Standish ^ 2 7 



6 
9 
9 
6 
6 

6 
6 
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Halifax has the oldest militia company in the State^ 
It was chartered by Johrt Hancock in 1 792. In 1812 
this company was commanded by Capt. Asa Thomp- 
son, familiarly known as the ** tall captain,'* who was 
six feet and six inches in height. This organization 
promptly responded to President Lincoln's call for 
troofis in April, 1861, and was complimented by the 
Boston press. 

The following soldiers from this town lost their lives 
during the war of the Rebellion : 



Martin B. Morso. 
James D. Fuller. 
Z. L. P. llritton. 
William H. Fuller. 
F. R. Fuller. 
H. W. Cornish. 
U. P. Bosworth. 
John Wood. 
B. F. Durgln. 
Edwanl Bishop. 
N. B. Bishop. 
Lewis 8. Wade. 



Bdward A. Uiohraond. 
J. 8. W. Richmond. 
C. W. Soule. 
liorenso A. Towor. 
James A. Lyon. 
Joseph L. Melton. 
Joseph F. Bourne. 
A. T. Bryant 
0. B. Bryant. 
George Drew. 
Gyrus Thompson. 
Luther Hay ward. 



Halifax erected a granite monument at an expense 
of one thousand dollars, on the square in front of the 
Congregational Church, in honor of her soldiers. It 
bears the inscription, *^ Our Patriot Soldiers.^' 

There are two churches in Halifax, — Congrega- 
tional and Baptist. 



HISTORY OF MARSHFIELD 



BY WILLIAM T. DAVIS. 



The town of Marshfield, together with Duzbnry, 
itfl adjoining town on the south, shares with Plym- 
outh the interest wliich attaches to the homo of the 
Pilgrims. Its fertile lands and broad marshes early 
attracted the attention of the first settlers, and were 
eagerly sought for homesteads and farms. Watered 
by North River on its northerly border, by South 
River in its central section, and by Green's Harbor 
River in its southerly* its territory was admirably 
adapted to those agricultural pursuits which were 
tlio chief support of the Pilgrims. The township, 
slightly increased in sis&c since its original incorpora- 
tion, covers un urea of about twenty-five uquuro miles, 
and is bounded easterly by the ocean and the town of 
Duzbury, southerly by Duxbury and Pembroke, 
westerly by Duzbury, Pembroke, and the North 
River, and northerly by the North River and the 
ocean. Not long after the landing at Plymouth, in 
1620, all fear of the Indians in the immediate neigh- 
borhood was dissipated by the treaty with Massasoit, 
and by the amicable disposition manifested by that 
noble chief, and the inherent fondness of Englishmen 
for landed possessions showed itself in a desire for a 
more extended ownership of the soil than the limited 
territory round the harbor of Plymouth could furnbh. 
Consequently, as early probably as 1627, removals 
began to be made to Plympton and Duxbury, and 
not long after to Marsh field. The first reference to 
a settlement in the town is to be found in the records 
of the First Church of Plymouth, of which the follow- 
ing is a copy, under date of 1632 : 

''But| to touch this sad matter of the church's parting, as 
hath been said, and to handle things together that full out 
afterwards to prevent any further scattering from (he place of 
the town of Plymouth and weakening of tho same, it was 
thought best to give out some gooil farms to Hpocial persons 
that would promise to live at Plymouth and likely to be help- 
ful to the church or commonwealth ; and so to tie the lands to 
Plymouth as farms for tho same, and there they might keep 
their cattle, and tilling by some servants, and retain their 
dwellings here ; and so some special lands were granted at a 
place usually called Green's Harbour, where no allotments liud 
been in the former division, a place very well mcddowcd, and 
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fit to keep and rear eattle ; good ftore ; but, »lai I thia remadj 
proved worse than the disease, for within few yean tfaoM thai 
had got footing there tent thomaelvei away partly bj foroe and 
partly by meeting, the reit with importunity aud pleat of neeoa- 
sity, for as they mutt either tnffer them to go, or lire in eoo- 
tinuod opposition and eontenlion, and othert still, at tliej oon- 
oeived ihemselvet straightened or to want aeounniodation, 
broke away under one pretense or other, thinking tb^r own 
continued neoetsity and the example of othert a warrant a«0- 
oient for them, and this I fear will be the ruin of New Bii£- 
land, — at least of the ohurohet of God there, — and proroka tha 
Lord's displeatore againtt them. 

*' This ehuroh at Mamhfield, above ealled Green's Ilarbonr, waa 
again and afterwards oarriod «)ii by tho help and atsiNianoa 
under Uiid of Mr. KdwanI Wlinilow, who at tho Umi siHiiirod 
sovoral WoIhIi giiiiMonion of gouil note Ihithur, with Mr. Illiii- 
uian, a godly, able minister, who unanimously joined togoibar 
in holy fellowship, or at least were in a likely way tbarannto. 
But some ditsension fell amongst them, wbieh eautod tho part- 
ing not long after, and to the hope of a godly toeiety at to Ihea 
wat frustrated. Not long after, thota that went from Plyinoath 
with that godly gentleman, Mr. William Thomat, keeping np 
a communion, it pleated the Lord to tend unto them a tuitabia 
and able ))reaoher of the gotpel named Mr. Bdward Duokley, 
who wat chosen their pattor and offioiated in that plaee very 
profitably divert ycart, but at last be left them and went to a 
place called Goneord in the Government of the Maataebutettt, 
and a considerable time after the Lord raised up and tant an- 
other faithful servant of his, who proved able and well fitted 
for the work of the ministry, Mr. Samuel Arnold by namo. Ila 
remained with them for their special oomfort In the work of tha 
minittry." 

In the margin of the record tho following wonla 
are written : 

*' In the beginning of the church of Marthfield wat the tooond 
ehurvh of God that ittued out from the ohuroh of Plymouth." 

The first reference in the Plymouth Colony records 
to Murshfield is in the shape of an order passed at a 
general court July 1, 1633, as follows: 

''That unless Mr. Gilson, John Shaw, and tho re^t that un- 
dortooke the cutting of Iho piissiigu butwiHSu (Iroon's Harbour and 
tho buy, finish it before the first of October next ensuing, accord- 
ing to covenant, they be amerced in ten pounds: but if any of 
them will doe it, the fine be exacted of the rest and they paid 
for their labour." 

On the 3d of January, 1G36, it was ordered by the 
court that *^ the cut at Qrccn's Harbor for a boat 
passage shall be made eighteen foot wide and six foot 
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deep, nnd for the mnnncr bow the saine shall bo done 
for the better ordering; thereof, it is referred to the 
Governor and assistants, with the help of John Win- 
slow, Jonathan Brewster, John Barnes, and Christo- 
pher Wads worth, as well to proportion every man 
equally to the change thereof, as also to order men 
that shall work thereat, that ten men may work to- 
gether there at once, and that the Governor, or whom 
he shall a])point, shall oversee the same that it may 
be well performed." 

These extracts have been variously construed, some 
believing that the passage was cut into the ocean, and 
others into Duxbury or Plymouth Bay, and thus great 
uncertainly has existed concerning the original char- 
acter of Green's [Jarlior llivcr. 1'liis river, which 
undoubtedly derived its name from some person by 
the name of Green, perhaps Richard Green, who was 
a resident at Plymouth before 1630, or Joseph, who 
appears to have owned lands either in Duxbury or 
Marshfield as early as 1640, undoubtedly ran by a 
natural outlet into the sea. It is not at all probable 
that, after finding its way from its source within the 
precincts of West Duxbury to the sand hills of the 
shore, it meandered through a wide tract of marsh 
before it reached salt water in Duxbury Bay, nor is 
it at all probable, if it had such an outlet, that the 
General Court would have interested itflclf in opening 
a new passage to the open ocean. Such a passage 
would have rendered no service to the colony, as at 
that early perio<l no demands of navigation existeil 
for moans of communication by water with any other 
place than Plymouth ; nor again, is it probable thac 
three months would have been allowed by the court 
for the completion of a passage to the sea through a 
narrow beach, which six men could have accomplished 
in as many days. And further than this the names 
Green's Harbor and Green's Harbor River seem to 
indicate plainly enough that such a harbor existed as 
must have been reached from the sea and not across 
the marshes from the more inland waters of Plymouth 
or Duxbury Bay. On the other hand it is reasonable 
to suppose that, when members of the colony estab- 
lished farms in Marshfield, the General Court would 
wish to furnish the easiest and safest means of com- 
munication. The extract from the church records 
already quoted shows that at first these farms were 
appurtenant to homesteads in Plymouth, and that 
they were expected to be carried on by servants while 
their owners continued to dwell in the old town. 
tSueh u state of tilings re<|uired the shortest and HaCcHt 
route for personal transportation, and, what was more 
im|H)rtant, an easy conveyance by boat for all kinds 
of freight. The roads were rough and crooked, and 



horses were scarce, and by the way of the fords, 
across the intervening streams the distance to Green's 
Harbor must have been fifteen miles, while that by 
water through the new passage could not have been 
more than seven. 

As nearly as can be ascertained the original outlet 
was a little north of Cut Island. An indentation in 
the marsh suggests the probable spot where it was 
situated. The state of things resulting from the 
construction of the new passage continued until 
1806, the outlet to the ocean permitting the passage 
of vessels, and the new passage enabling boats to pass 
and repass at high water across the marshes to the 
waters of Plymouth liay. It is probable that the new 
paHsage gradually fell into decay and failed to drain, 
as it had at first done, and as various natural ditches 
had done before it was built, and in 1806 various 
proprietors of the marsh petitioned the General Court 
for an act of incorporation permitting them to build 
a canal from Green's Harbor to Duxbury Bay. On the 
11th of February, 1807, the following act was passed, 
providing, — 

"Srct. 1. That Isaao Winslow, Luke Wadsworth, Judah 
Thomas, and Bonjarain White, proprietors in Qreen's Harbor 
Marsh in the town of Marshfield, together with their aMooiates, 
and such others as may hereafter assooiato with them, and their 
heirs and successors, shall bo a corporation by the name of 
Green's Harbor Canal Company, with all the powers and privi- 
leges iucidrnt to similar corporations, for tho pur|M)Ro of drain- 
ing llio stagnant water on Green's Harbor Marsh in the town of 
Marshfield, and for better improring said Marsh by erecting 
ilikim or riunoviiig bars of siind, rooks, or other obstruoMons 
that op|Miso the draining of said marsh ; for digging a canal or 
canals for said water to pass into Duxbury or Plymouth Bay ; and 
building a bridge or bridges across said canal or canals, if the 
same should intersect any private or public highway, and by 
the name aforesaid may sue or be sued, and do and suffer 
whatever other similar bodies politic may or ought to do and 
suObr. 

"8kct. 2. And bo it further enacted. That any Justice of the 
Peace in the county of Plymouth, be, and he is hereby em- 
powered and directed upon application in writing from every 
five or more of said Proprietors, to issue his warrant to one of 
the Proprietors aforesaid, requiring him to notify and warn a 
meeting of said Proprietors at such time and place as be shall 
think most convenient, tho purposes to bo ex pressed in said war- 
rant, by posting up copies of said warrant with the notiflcntion 
thereon at the south meeting-house in the town of Marshfield 
seven days at least before the time of holding said meeting ; and 
the said Proprietors, when legally assembled as aforesaid, shall 
have power to choose a clerk, committee or committees, asses- 
sors, collector or collectors of taxes, and treasurer; so shall be 
sworn to the faithful discharge of the trust reposed in them, and 
oontinue to serve until others are chosen and sworn in their 
places, which may bo annually ; which officers, choson and 
Hworn as aforonald, shall havo the same |M)wor to iK>rform, exo- 
cule, and carry any vote or order of said corporation into full 
cfloct ns town oHiocrsof like description havo by law. And said 
corporation shall at their first mooting agree and determine 
upon the method of oalling future meetings; and each Pro- 
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prietor shftll vote aeoording to the number of ebaref he holds in 
said oorporatioD, Provided no one Proprietor shall l>e allowed 
more than five yotos; and ssid corporation shall at Oioir first 
meeting, or at any other meeting legally oalled for tliat pur- 
|>ose, have power to vote and rsino moniue for all ex|>onsoii that 
have arisen or may arise in draining the marsh aforesaid, or 
better improvement of the same, including the making of canals, 
erecting dikes, removing dams and bars of sand, building a 
bridge or bridges across said canal, purchasing lands neoessary 
to carry the object of said corporation into effect, as likewise 
paying the damages individuals may sustain by reason of the 
erection of the dikes or digging the canals aforesaid, and all 
monies voted and raised aforesaid shall be assessed on each Pro- 
prietor in the marsh aforesaid, in proportion to the number of 
acres or value thereof, he or she may own in said marsh ; and 
if any Proprietor shall neglect or refuse to pay the sum or sums 
assessed upon him or her as aforesaid, after sixty days notice, 
so much of his or her marshland, aforesaid, shall be sold as will 
be sufficient to pay the same with legal costs, in the same man- 
ner as non-resident proprietors' land in the Commonwealth are 
sold to pay taxes. 

"Sect. 3. And be it further enacted. That said Corporation 
shall have full power to purchase and hold any real estate, not 
exceeding fifty acres, that may t>e neoessary to carry their de- 
signs into effeot; and said Corporation shall be holden to pay 
all damages which shall arise to any person through whose land 
said canal or canals shall be dug, or on whoce land said dikes 
shall be erected; when it cannot be obtained by voluntary 
agreement, said damages t<> be cstitnated by a Committeo ap- 
pointed by the Court of Ooueral Sessions of the Peace in the 
County of Plymouth, saving to either party a right of trial by 
Jury, according to the law which makos provision for tiio re- 
covery of damages happening by the laying out of public 
highways." 

On the 16th of March, 1831, it was enacted, — 

"That the act, entitled ' an act to establish a Corporation for 
the purpose of draining Qreen's Harbor Marsh, in the town of 
Marshfield,' be and the same is hereby limited to, and shall 
expire on, the first day of April, which will be in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty -one, provided, 
however, that said oorporation shall i>o, and lieroliy is continuoil 
a body corporate fur the term of three years from antl afllor said 
first day of April, for the purpose of prosecuting and defending 
all suits which now are or may hereafter be instituted by and 
against said oorporation, and for enabling said corporation grad- 
ually to settle and close their concerns, but not for the purpose 
of continuing the business for which said corporation was orig- 
inally established, and provided, also, that this act be aocoptcU 
and ratified liy said oorporation, at a logal mooting for that 
purpose duly convened." 

Under the act of 1807 a canal was dug through 
the marsh, and it is apparent that a divided outlet so 
diminished the force of the water at the old mouth us 
to gradually olase it. At high water the bucking up 
of the river caused by the incoming tide resulted in a 
quite extended basin, separated by only a narrow 
strip of beach from the open sea. In 1810 some 
sportsmen at the top of a high tide shoveled away 
the sand across the strip, and the incoming and out- 
flowing tide soon cut the passage which the last gen- 
eration has known at the southerly end of Branches 
Islaifid. This is believed by the writer to be the cor- 



rect history of a locality, oonoeming which tnclition 
has handed down various statements and thooricfl. 

The recent history of thb river, covering tho eroe- 
tion of a dike and highway across it to the iHland <hi 
tho northerly side, is worthy of mcDtiou in (hiii iisr- 
rative. Along its borders were situated, according to 
an authentic survey, fourteen hundred and fifly acres 
of marsh, only a small portion of which yielded snj 
income. In 1870 some of tho marsh owners, belier- 
ing that by the erection of a dike these marslios inighi 
be reclaimed and converted into valuable tillage land, 
applied to the harbor commissioners for the requisite 
permission, and an engineer of the board wan sent to 
examine the locality and report on its feasibility and 
on the probable damage to the navigation of Qroeu's 
Harbor. In 1871 the Board of Harbor Commiasionen 
reported to the Legislature that whatever damages 
might be inflicted on the harbor by a dike would be 
more than compensated for by the contribution to the 
agricultural wealth of the town, and recommended 
that tt dike might be permitted to be built. On the 
basis of this report a petition to the Legislature was 
referred to the committee on agriculture, whose re- 
port, favorable to the dike, was referred to the com- 
mittee on harbors, and finally reported by them and 
enacted us follows : 

"Sbct. 1. The proprietors of Green's Harbor Marsh in the 
town or Marsh field are authorised to erect a dam and dikes 
across Green's Harbor River at or near and not above Turkey 
Point, so called, with one or more sluice-ways and gates, for the 
purpose of draining Green's Harbor Marsh and improving the 
sauio and preventing flowago from the soa ; said dam, dikes, 
and impruvcmeuts to l>e made under the authority of cumwia- 
siunors to bo ap|>oinleil in tho manner provideil in tho l-ISth 
cliaplor of tlioduuural Statutes, with all the powers and subjoui 
to all the duties required or allowed by said chapter; provided 
that not more than twenty of the proprietors shall be required 
to petition the Superior Court for the appointment of said eom- 
missioners ; and it shall be the duty of said commissioners to 
construct fish-ways on said dam if required, and in the man* 
ner retiuired by the commissioners of fisheries of the common- 
wealth, and to make return of tho same to saiil oourt; of all 
which proceedings said court shall have jurisiliclion as fully 
as if provided in said ohapter. 

"Skct. 2. For the purpose of cultivating and improving said 
marsh, maintaining said dam, and repairing the gates, sluioe- 
ways, and otiier improvements, and the removal of any obstrue- 
tluus in the ulianiiuls of said marsh which may thcronftor ao- 
ouiaiiiutc, timl for conducting the liHliurios at and ubont said 
diiin, which uiuy have been intruduucd by tliuiii, the said pri»- 
prietorii may manage thoir aduirs as proprietors of general 
lioldti, and as such Hliall have all the powers and be subject t\t 
all tho duties and litibilities conferred and imposed on the pro- 
prietors of general fields by tho 67(h chapter of the Gonerul 
Statutes, and may include in their acts the introduction and 
propagation of herrings, alowives, and other fishes. 

** Sect. 3. Tho county commissioners of tho county of IMym- 
outb, in tho execution of tho powers granted theui by chapter 
26 of the laws of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-one, 
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iilmll have aiiihoriij to eontraet with the ooiiimiepionnrs, who 
iniiy bo nppoiniod bj iho Supromo Court for the erection of a 
highway, bridge, and dam without a draw, at the joint e.X}>cnPo 
of the town of Marabfield and the eonntjr of Plymouth, and of 
said proprietorp, or any of them ; provided, however, that mid 
dam, bridge, and highway, whether located ^pnratcly or to- 
gether, shall be subject to the provisions of section 4 of nh:iptor 
149 of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-six. 

" Skct. 4. Should shoaling take place above the level of mean 
low water In the channel of Ureen's Harbor River, and its ap- 
proaches below the dam and dikes, in eonseqncnce of the con- 
struction of said dam and dikes, said shoaling shall ho removed 
by the proprietors of Qreon*s Harbor marsh under the direction 
and to the acceptance of the board of harbor commissioners. 
And if the proprietors of said marsh shall fail to remove said 
obstructions from six months after duo notice from saidoommis- 
sioncrs, then said commissioners shall cause said obstructions to 
lie rouiovoilat the expcuMnof the proprietorMof said marsh, and 
naid propricti»rs shall bo liable to the Commonwnaith for tlio 
same in an action of contract, and the negotiation of any party 
or pnrties shall not defeat the same." 

Under tlic provisions of chapter 1 48 of the Ocneml 
Statates it was judicially decided " that the proposed 
improvement was for the general advantage of the 
proprietors;*' luid the Superior Court ordered the 
work to be done, and ap)K)inted as commissioners 
Clemens Ilerschcl, Paul Hill, and Franklin Rent. 
Under their direction the dike was completed in 1872 
at a cost of about thirty thousand dollars, which was 
assessed on the marsh owners. Subsequently the 
town of Marshfield laid out and built a town way across 
the dike at a cost to the town of $2832.25. In the 
mean lime, under authority i^iveti by an act of the 
Legislature passed in 1870, the county commissioners 
had laid out a highway to crosH the river at a point 
below the dike by means of a bridge with a draw. 
After the construction of the townway across the dike 
a hearing was had before the county commissioners on 
a petition to discontinue the laying out of the high- 
way, which resultcHl in a rejection of the petition. 
The Ji(»gislaluro, however, subsequenlly repealed the 
act, authorizing the commissioners to build a bridge, 
and thus put an effectual stop to any further pro- 
ceedings in the construction of the highway. 

By a considerable number of the inhabitants of 
Marshfield the alleged shoaling of the river is claimed 
to have inflicted a serious injury, and in 1877 T. B. 
Black ninn and others petitioned the Jjcgislature to 
take measures to remove obstructions in the harbor, 
and presented to the committee on harbors a bill to 
abolish the dike. This bill was reported by the com- 
mittee, and referred to the judiciary committee, who 
reported that it ought not to pass, on the ground of 
its nn(!oiis(ilulional feature of impairing the obliga- 
tion (»f contracts. The adverse report of the judi- 
ciary connnittoe was aecopt^ul, iind a bill was enaetcd, 
reported by them, '* that the Supreme Court, silting 
72 



as a court of equity, shall have full jariBdiction to 
hear and determine the rights of all parties under 
chapter 303 of the acts of 1871 (the dike act), and 
to enforce the provisions of said act.*' This bill 
further provided that the attorney-general, upon the 
petition or requirement of the harbor oommissionere, 
is hereby authorized and directed to bring in the 
name and behalf of the commonwealth a bill in 
equity or other proper process to compel any and all 
parties liable undor said act so to do, to remove the 
shoaling or other obstructions in the channel of 
Green's Harbor River." In 1878 it was further 
resolved by the Legislature " that there be allowed 
and paid out of the treasury a sum not exceeding 
two thousand dollars to be expended for the purpose 
of enforcing the provisions of the act of 1871 (the dike 
act)." The bill in equity was duly brought, and on 
a demurrer filed by the defendants arguments have 
been had, and pending the decision of the court on 
the demurrer no answers have been filed. Such is a 
hasty sketch of an enterprise and the controversy at- 
tending it which have excited deep interest in the 
town, and divided by a decisive line the opinions and 
sympathies of its people. 

Who were the first occupants of land in Marshfield 
it is difficult to say. Whoever they were they were 
not absolute settlers, some of them having occupancy 
merely for a year, for the purpose of mowing the 
land, ami others, as has been already stated in the 
extract from the church records, holding farms ap- 
purtemint to their homes in Plymouth. The first 
reference in the records to any grant of land is under 
date of Jan. 6, 1636, stating that grants of land at 
Eel River to Josiah and Kenelm Winslow were made 
void upon grants made to them at Greenes Harbor. 
The grant to Josiah Winslow at Green's Harbor 
was of one hundred acres, made Dec. 4, 1637, and 
that to Kenelm was of land adjoining, made March 
5, 1637/8. On the 2(lth of March, 1636/7, John 
and Josiah Winslow were permitted to mow the grass 
for that year on Great Wood Island, at Green's 
Harbor. On tho 4th of December, 1637, one hun- 
dred acres were granted to Thomas Bourne, and at 
the same date it is entered in the records that 

" Mr. Edward Winslow having formerly n grant of divers 
lands at or upon a neck of land called Green Harbor's Neck 
(alis) Carscwcll, Mio said grant was confirmed together with 
all and pingiilor the upland upon the said neck A sevorall 
branchcp thereof, bounded .t marked by Mr. Thomas Prcnce k 
Mr. .Tt)l»n Aldon, AflsiBtanU to tho government, viz., wcslward 
upon a niiirsli i-ullod (^ar««'woll Marwh, and rn>ni tlirnoo, wifh a 
Kuialo riflgof liilh, to tho great marsh on Groono Knrbor'p Uivor, 
according to fiuvcrall marks by thorn mode, Sl caused to bo made, 
oastwiird ahullin<; upon or ncoro tho river called Greene Har- 
bour River, and on the north and south side with groat marshes 
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on either eide the tame, whieh Unda to hoandon are given 4 
eonfirnied to the said Edward Wintlow, his heiret and aatignof 

forever." 

» 

On the iBt of January, 1 0B7/8, it was rooordod 
that 

^' whereas certain freemen of Soituate, via., Mr. Timotlij Hath- 
«rley, Mr. John Latbrop, William Qilson, Anthony Annable, 
James Cudworth, Kdward Poster, Ilenrj Cobb, Isauo Robinson, 
George Kenriolc, Ilenrj Rowley, Samuel Fuller, John Cooper, 
Bernard Lombard, Qeorge Lewis, iind Jfiimphroy Turner have 
oumplainod that tlioy have such small proportions of lands there 
allotted them that they cannot subsist upon them, tho court of 
assistants have this day granted them all that upland and neck 
of land lying between the North and South Rivers, and all the 
meadow ground between the said rivers from tho North liiver 
to the Beaver Pond, and all along by the North River side and 
to hold the brcdtli from the South River trey or passage by a 
straight line to tho North River so far up into tho land as it 
shall be marked and set forth unto them. Always provided and 
upon condition that they make a township there, and inhabit 
upon the said lands and that all difTeronces betwixt thoni and 
Mr. Vassall or others of Soituate be composed and ended before 
the next court, or if any do then remain that they bo referred 
to the consideration of the Governor and- assistants that their 
removal from Scituate may be without offense. And also pro- 
vided and upon condition that whereas a proportion of two or 
three hundred acres of tho lands abovosaid should have been 
granted to Mr. Vai>Hull upon condition ho should havo uructod 
a ferry to transport men and cattle over the North River at 
these rates, vis., for a man a penny, for a horse four iteuoo, and 
for every boast four pence; and to mako oauKus or piii4HagoK 
through the marshes on both sides the said ferry both for man 
and beast to pass by which he was willing to do and to answer all 
damages whieh might happen in default thereof; and the court 
in their judgments did conceive it moro expedient to prefer the 
neoessities of a number before one private person. That the 
said freemen of Scituate above named do so erect a ferry over 
tho North River to transport nion and beasts at the rates above- 
said, and make such passages on both tides through the marshes 
to the ferry and provide a sufficient man to attend the same, 
that may answer all damages which may happen through his 
neglect thereof, or else the grant abovesaid to be void." 

The couditionH of this grant were not acccptahle to 

tho applicants, and consequently the grant became 

void. The ferry, however, was provided for, as the 

following entry shows under date of April 2, 1 088 : 

"Two hundred acres of upland and a oom}»etency of mcailow 
lands to be laid to it are granted to Mr. William Vassall to keep 
a ferry over the North (River) where the old Indian ferry was, 
and to transport mon and beasts at these rates, vis., for a man 
one penny, and for a beast four ponce, a horse and his rider 
four penoe, and to make the way passable for man and beast 
through the niarshos on iioth sides the river at his own charges, 
and to keep them in repair from timo to time, and Captain 
Standish and Mr. Aldon are appointed to sot tho landH fortli 
for him." 

This ferry at a later day was called Doggctt's ftirry, 
and was situated where Little's bridge, huilt in 1825, 
now spans the river. In 1638 another ferry was or- 
dered by the court to be established near the mouth 
of the North llivcr, and Jonathan Brewster was its 
first ferryman. This ferry, which in later days was 



called White's ferry, was sold by Mr. Brewster in 
1641 for sixty poands to MoBsrs. Barker and Howell, 
and was afVerwards kept by llalph Ghapniau, who ii|i- 
plict) to the oonrt for a reloaso on tho ground I lint tlio 
ferry would bring him to poverty, lie wan oxciummI 
by tho court ** except on special oooarions as bringing 
over the magistrates ?(ho dwell there." Still another 
ferry was established before 1645, where Union 
bridge, which was bnilt in 1801, is situated, and the 
lost keeper of this ferry before the coiistruciion of the 
bridge was John Tolman. 

On the 2d of July, 1638, one hundred acres of 
land were foitnted to Jonathan Brewster " lying on 
the west side of the mouth of the South Rirer, and 
on the south side of the North liiver, to bo viewed 
and laid forth lor him by Capt. Standish and Mr. 
John Alden, and likewise a piece of meadow there ' 
to be luid forth for him upon their report to the 
Court when they have viewed the same, which by 
order of the Court was by Captain Standish and 
Mr. Alden laid forth for him, and have allowed him 
all the meadow land that lieth in and about the said 
lands upon the said North and South liivcrs for 
meadowing to the said farm." This land was whore 
White's ferry was established, first kept by Mr. 
Brewster. On (he Hjttne day three hundred aerist of 
uplands were granted to Capt. Miles Standish and 
Mr. John Alden " lying on the north side of the 
South River, the breadth whereof to begin at the 
easterly side of the Beaver Pond (the said pond 
being included) unto the westerly side of the little 
brook next Scituate path, on the South liiver, and 
to range in length upon a northwest line on both 
sides, up into the land, and all that tract of meadow 
lying within or at the end of the foresaid mentioned 
breadth.'* On the 7th of August, in the same year, 
" one hundred and twenty acres of land were granted 
to Mr. Comfort Starr lying betwixt the North River 
and the South River, and siich part of it l4) lie 
meadow as shall be thought meet .and convenient, and 
to be viewed and laid forth by Mr. Edward Winslow, 
Capt. Standish, and Mr. Alden, which were accord- 
ingly laid forth and rangeth west southwest in length 
and south southeast in breadth, and buttetli upon the 
South River." On tho 3d of 8e]>teuiber, in the 
sumo year, twenty acres of land were granted to 
Robert Carver ** l^ing on the northwest side of 
Green's Harbor River, and a garden place upon 
Stony River near lOJward Bumpassu, to be viewed 
and laid forth for him by Mr. Collyer. Jonathan 
Brewster and William Ra.ssett (which lands are laid 
forth on the northeast side of Francis Godfrey, and 
upon the same points of the compass thut his aru.'* 
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FrnnciR G<Mlfrcy was also grniitcd twenty acres on | 
the northwest side of Grccn*s Harbor lliver and a 
garden place at Stony River. On the Ist of October, 
1 638, one hundred acres of land were granted " to 
Lieutenant William Holmes, lying at the North 
River, next to the lands lately granted to Mr. Jona- 
than Brewster, ranging in breadth west southwest, 
and in length north and northwest, with a parcel of 
marsh ground lying to it and bounded as followcth : 
upon the csist side from his marked tree of his up- 
land, over the oreek next his house, and so right in 
the same range of his upland, and on the west side 
from the upland, the marked tree being the bounds, 
and from the marked tree cast to the creek, and so by 
tho turning of the creek to the west end of the Pine 
Island in the marsh, and so to follow the said creek 
to meet with his cast range in the meadow and 
marsh.'* On the 7th of January, 1G38/9, Jonathan 
Brewster and William Bassett were appointed to lay 
forth Robert Mcndlove*s and John Carcw*s land, and 
on the same date an island lying sit Greenes Harbor 
was granted to Mr. William Bradford, and another 
island at the same place, called Spectacle Island, was 
granted to Mr. John llowland. At the same date it 
is entered in the records that ^^ whereas a part of the 
marsh ground lying by Spectacle Island, on the south 
side, was granted to Mr. Thomas Prince, to be meadow 
belonging to Mr. AllerUm^s farm ; the said Mr. Prince 
hath relinquished the same to Mr. John Howland, 
provided he be allowed meadowing elsewhere in lieu 
thereof." 

On the 3d of March it is recorded that — 

" Whrreaa, there is » ooiitrovorvy betwixt Green's Harbor 
nnd Duzburj about the lands between the fresh of Green's Har- 
bor Ilivor and the South Kivor, it is ordered and granted bj 
the Court of Freemen to Mr. Edward Winslow and the rest of 
the neigliborlwMid of (Ircon's flarlwr, a coiii|)otvnt {Nirtioii of up- 
lands and inoailow bntwixt Iho said rivers for a farm for a min- 
ister, and one other couipolont portion of Ittnd near unto the 
.v:iid lot for tlio ministor, oilhor for Noiiominh Smith or some 
other, as the said inhabitants of Green's Harbor shall place in. 
And whereas, Mr. Thomas Prince hath a portion of land there 
granted to him for a farm, it is ordered also that those that view 
the forcHtiiil hinds xhall likowiso vlow Mr. IVinco's hinds, iind 
if Ihoy liiid it not conipotonl for a farm, that thoy shall a<ld 
HirffJo ffiich fiirtluT portion of lands of those Unit Ho next it 
ji.-* yjinli bo tliought oumpctcnt. 

This grant of ministerial land is important as show- 
ing what neither the church records nor tradition 
suggest, that before the ministry of Mr. Richard 
[»Ienman, Nclicniinh Smith must for a longer or 
.slunlrr time lisive onieiuliMl ;us pastor. On the Glli of 
April, 1040, fifty acres of land were granted to Daniel 
('()le '' lying next William Hassctt, beyond the South 
lliver, if there will be spare lands left on either side 



his lot when Mr. Kemp's land is laid forth there, and 
to be done by Mr. CoUyer, Jonathan Brewster & 
William Bassett, which is accordingly laid forth from 
the marked tree of William Bassett, the island or 
neck of land lying in the marsh on the south side of 
the said tree and the meadow land lying afore the said 
island, five acres in breadth, beginning at the hum- 
mock where William Bassett leaves to the head of a 
cove on the west side the said island.** On the same 
day one hundred acres were granted to William Bas- 
sett between the lands of Daniel Cole and Comfort 
Starr ; fifty acres to Francis Sprague, on the North 
lliver, above the lands of Jonathan Brewster ; fif\y 
acres to John Maynard, on the north side of the 
lands of Comfort Starr ; one hundred acres to Con- 
stant and Thomas Southworth at the North River, 
" from Mr. Vassall's range, in breadth east and by 
north along the said North River to a marked tree 
upon the foresaid range ;** fifty acres of upland to Jo- 
seph Rogers, " from the aforesaid marked tree in 
breadth east and by north to another marked tree 
upon the same range, near to a certain oreek that 
runnetli up southward, provided that the small quan- 
tity of overplus upland lying betwixt the said Con- 
stant, Thomas, and Joseph be equally divided amongst 
them three, the said creek being the bounds of it ; as 
also the marsh ground or meadow lying upon the 
north side of the said uplands to be equally divided 
as it lieth afore the said lands to each severally by 
ec|ual proportion, with a little hammock of upland 
lying in the said marsh, with the meadow land about 
it, to each of them jointly ;** and also fifty acres of up- 
land to John Rogers, *^ from the aforesaid creek run- 
ning in length southwest and in breadth southeast to 
a certain marked tree upon the said range (Vassairs), 
with the one-half of the marsh land abutting upon 
the aforesaid upland, together with a small hummock 
of upland lying in the foresaid marsh, which lands 
lie next to the lands granted to Francis Cooke and 
John Cooke.** 

On the 5th of October, 1640, two hundred acres 
of upland were granted to Francis and John Cooke, 
being all that parcel '* lying betwixt the lands of Wil- 
liam Holmes and the lands of John Rogers, contain- 
ing two hundred and twelve acres, be it more or less, 
with the meadow lying before the said upland, with 
the one- half of the meadow lying before or any way 
bounding upon the upland of John Rogers; and 
whereas William Holmes hath part of his meadow 
lands lying before part of the said upland so granted 
to Francis and John, we have also laid unto them, the 
said Francis and John, the meadow or marsh lying 
between the said William Holmes, his meadow or 
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from Green's Harbour Fresb be from thence to the 
trey called Poole's, provided it come not upon any part 
of Mr. Thomas* particular lands, and fVom Poole's by 
a lino to the water side, taking only the lands of 
John llowse.*' That the westerly bounds of Marsh- 
' field, formerly set by Captain Standish, John Alden, 
Jonathan Brewster, William Bassett, & Mr. Edward 
Winslow, " shalbe from a great rock flatt on the topp, 
norwest to the South River, & from thence to the 
leiftcnnant's ground by a straight line, provided that 
Mr. Starr, Job Cole, Daniel Cole, William Bassett, 
John Maynard, &o., shall not by Marshficld men bo 
rated or assessed to any publike changes until! they 
or any of them there come to inhabitt and do close 
with Marshfield men." 

In 1683, the following entry is found in the re- 
cords : 

** Whereas, we whoso names are underwritten are appointed 
by the towns of Duxbury and Marshfield to run the lines and 
settle the bounds between the townships of Duxbury and Marsh- 
field, as by the records of said townships doth appear, — we hkve 
aooordingly run the said lines, and settled the bounds as fol- 
loweth : From the rock that is flat on the top near the houso of 
Oloinont King, Northwest to tliu North llivor, and huvo tnnrkcd 
sovurul troos in tlio rnngo, and about twolvo or fifteen rods 
Northeast of Samuel 1 fuck's house, we moved a hoiip of stones 
and from the said rouk SouthoiiSt to the uartwuy between 
Samuel and Seth Arnolds, where we raised a heap of stones 
and from thence to Qreen's Harbour (fresh) the path to be the 
bounds, and on the Eastward side of said fresh, just above where 
the said way goes through it, we raised a heap of stones ; and 
from thence in a straight line to a tree of white oak with the 
top broken off, called poles, which said tree stands by the cart- 
way just where an old foot-path turns out of it towartls Cars- 
well, and between the said way and from thenco in a straight 
line to the Southwest side of Edward Bumpus' land, so called, 
^here he formerly lived, at Duck Ifill, taking in the said land, 
sometimes the said Edward Bumpus', to the said township 
of Marshfield ; and these bounds aforesaid to be the bounds be- 
tween the said towns of Duxbury and Marshfield for ever- 
more. In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands 
the three and twentieth day of February, 1683. 

" Wm. PABony. 

"John Tuacv. 

" NATnAHiKi. Thomas. 

''Sauukl SniAUiiK." 

A recent law, passed June 14, 1818, provided that 
" that part of the dividing line between the northeast 
corner of Duxbury and the southeast corner of Marsh- 
field, viz., beginning at a heap uf stones on the top of 
Duck Hill and running north Giii cast to the seashore, 
shall, from and ader the passage of this act, ho tho 
boundary-line between the two town.s, any law, usage, 
or custom to the contrary notwithstanding.'' 

In connection with the incorporation of MufHlifield 
it will not be out of place to refer to the title to its 
lands derived from the Indians. A large ])art of its 
territory had been occupied, in common with IMy mouth 



and Duxbury, by the Patoxet tribe, which had been 
swept away by a pestilence several years befiiro the 
arrival of the Pilgrims. This part was included in 
thoccKsifm of lands to tho KngUsh nimlu Uy MiiHHiiMiiil, 
in his memorable treaty of April, 1621. The roniain- 
ing part was, in 1620, claimed by Chickatahut, tho 
chief of the Massachusetts tribe, and occupied by the 
Matakeesetts, who were under his control and auv- 
ereignty. The principal encampment of the Mata- 
keesetts was in the neighborhood of the poiiclH in 
rembroke, and the names Assinippi or 8nap|iet, 
Conihassett, and Satuit or Scituato, arc nuinoH which 
remain as their memorials. It is probable that the 
territory now included in Scituate, South Soitnate, 
and Hanover was within their jurisdiction. By a 
law of the Plymouth Colony, no land could bo taken 
from tho Indians without purcluise, and no purchase 
could be made without the approval of the Colony 
Court. Neither charter, nor patent, nor grant eatab- 
lished any title. They merely conveyed a pre-emption 
right, which it was necessary to reinforce and confirm 
by a purchase from the natives of the soil, approved 
by tho gov<M*nmont of the colony. Thus, in infilt, 
Jo.sias Wanipatuck, tho son of Cliickatabut, convcycil 
the territory occupidl by tho town of Scituate, wliich, 
as it included the Two Miles now a part of Marsh tield| 
should form a part of this narrative. 

<' Plymoutu, Juno, 1653. 
** I, Josias Wumpaluok, do acknowledge and confesa that I 
have sold two traota of land unto Mr. Timothy llatlierly, Mr. 
James Cud worth, Mr. Joseph Tilden, Humphrey Turner, WiU 
Hum Hatch, John Hoar, and James Torrey, for tho proper use 
and behoof of the inhabitants of the town of Soitnatef tu be en- 
joyed by tlioni uooortling to tho true intents of tho Knglisli grunt*. 
Tho one i>arcel of suoh land is boundod from the mouth of tho 
North Uiver, as that river goeth to the Indian Head Kirer, 
upon a straight lino unto the middle of Aooord Pond ; from A<^ 
conl Pond, by the line set by the commissioners as the bounds 
betwixt the two jurisdictions, until it met with the line of the 
land sold by me anto the sharers of Conihassett, and as that 
lino runs, bvtwoon tho town and tho slioras, until it uoniolh unio 
the ava; and so along by the sua unto tho mouth of tho North 
Hi vor aforesaid. The other parcel of land, lying on the easterly 
I side of thu North River, begins at a hit which was souielinio tho 
land of .lolin Ford, and so to run two miles southerly, &» tho 
Uiver runs, and a mile in breadth towards the east, for which 
parcel of land I do acknowledge to have received of the men 
whose names arc before mentionutl, fourteen pounds in full *iat- 
isfaction, in heliulf of tlio inhabitants of the town of Scituato 
as aforesaid ; and I do hereby proiniHO and engage to give t<ucli 
f'tirthitr cviilcnco before the (.lovcrnor as llio luwn uf Scitiiutu 
siiull think meet when I am Iherounto re(}uirtMl, in wilncHS 
whereof 1 have hurounlo sol my hand in pre^icnue uf 

"Natiianikl Mouton. "Josiah WaMI'ATIM'K. 

"KoMUNi, Hawks. "h.s-'ma.k 

•'Samuki. Nash. 
"At the Gallic timo when Jo.sias maido ackuowlu<lgiiieut, as 
above m«m(ioncd, there was a l)ocd broiiglit into ('OiirL whieli 
ho ownetl to be tho deed wliiuli hu gave to them whose nami^ are 
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abovo fi|UH}innil for tlio mid IaikIh, niid that lio had not given 
them another, which deed was burnt in pronenee of the oourt. 

" Nathaniel Mouton, Seetetary.*' 

The first deed was undoubtedly given before the 
grant of the Two Miles to Scituate was made, and 
the subsequent purchase of that tract rendering an- 
other c«mv<»yanco iieceasary, it was probably thought 
best to include both purchases in a new deed anil de- 
stroy the old one. At a later period Wanipatiick 
conveyed the rcuuiining part of his possessions within 
the present boundaries of Marshfield by the following 
dco<l : 
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1'o all to whom tlieso prcnontn shall come, Jo8ias <7hioatabiit 
nlias Wampaluck, Indian Snchem, sendcth greeting : 

" Know JO that I, the said Josias, for good considerations 
me thoroiinlo moving, have given, granted, bargained, and sold, 
and by these presents do bargain, sell, give, grant, aline, and 
confirm and make over all my right, title, and interest in or 
unto all and singular the lands contained within the township 
of Marshfield in the juritKliction of New Plymouth in New 
England in America, together with i^I the woods, wnters, 
meadows, marshes, mines, and minerals, and all and singular 
the hcneliis, privileges, imiiiuuiUoH, and profilH Ihrrrnnto ap- 
pertaining unto my very g04»d friend Major Joniah Winslow, in 
the Itohnlf of hiutpclf and the rest of the iuhabitantff and pro- 
prietors of the aforesaid town, from me, my hcim, executors, and 
assigns forever, for a valuable consideration to me in hand paid, 
wherewith I do acknowledge myself to be fully satisfied, and 
for the same do acquit and set them free fn>m all future claims 
and demands respecting the premises, only reserving to myself 
and my men free liberty of hunting with our guns (not setting 
traps), nnd al.«o for fowling and finliing an<l liberty to fell now 
and IImmi a I too for imnoon; and for llio true porformanno horoof 
and of Lho parliciilarH liorein mo resptniting, T do hrrohy firmly 
hind and ol>li;{e myself, my hfirs. oxreulors, and nMsignri for- 
ever. In wItnusM whoriMif 1 have hereunto set my hand and 
sojil this \4^ day of October, a.». 16G5. 

" The mark of 

''JOSIAS 10 CniCATABUT 

" A a seal. 
" Signed, scalcil, and 

ticlivcrod in presence of 

** Wawavanniimiia. 

"The murk of 

" Maciiiim'o, Indian.'* 

It is needless to enter into any detailed account of 
the early settlers within the limits of this sketch. 
PnrrMniliirH nHiccnrni*: tlieni and their faunlies may 
1)0 {\)\\iu\ in llio *' Mi'inorials of MarshrioM,'* by Miss 
M:ir<'i:i A. Tlioiiins, t^) which the reader is rofcnod. 
The most distinguished of these settlers, as is well 
known, w<!rc the Wiiislows, — Kilward, John, Josiali, 
nnd Kcnohn, niid William Thomas. Of the Winslows, 
Eilward came in the '* Mayflower" in 1G20; John in 
tlic " Fortniio" in 1()21 ; Konclm ca\u\q, in lG2i) ; and 
Josiuli came in llir *' While Anud" to Saco in KkH, 
and :i('(cr a short residence in Seituate, removed into 
Marshfield. They were brothers, and their father, 
Kdward Winslow, lived in Droitwich, in Kn«»land, 



who W!is the son of Kciielm, of Kempsoy, and after- 
wards of Woroo6ter, where he died in 1()07. 

Edward, the English aDcestor of the Winslows, 
and probably the only son of Kenelm, married, it is 
supposed, Eleanor Pelham, of Droitwicb, and had a 
son, Richard, about 1586. He married, for a second 
wife, in ]r>!)4, Magdalene Oily vcr, and had Edward 
(15<jri), John (1597), Eleanor (1598), Keuelm 
(1599), Gilbert (IGOO), Elizabeth (1602), Maudu- 
lene (1604), and Josiah (1606). According to tra- 
dition Edward, who was the oldest son, having mar- 
ried in Jjcyden, in 1618, Elizabeth Barker, joined 
the Pilgrims, as a recent convert to their faith, having 
in his travels fallen within the sphere of their influ- 
ence, and became a most important factor in their 
enterprise of colonization. By his first wife, who died 
soon after the landing, he had no children surviving 
infancy ; and he married, in 1621 , Susanna, the widow 
of William White, by whom he had Edward and 
John, before 1627; Josiah, 1628; Elizabeth, who 
married liobcrt Brooks : and Qeorgc Curwin. His 
life in the colony was full of activity and usefulness, 
lie was one of the exploring party which landed 
from the shallop on Plymouth Rock, Dec. 11-21, 
1620; he submitted himself, as a hostage, in the 
hands of the Indians during the negotiation of the 
treaty with Massasoit, in 1621 ; in the same year he 
visited Massasoit, at his cabin at Pokanoket, for the 
pur)K>so of exploring the country and cultivating the 
friendship of the great chief; in 1623 ho again visited 
that H:icheiu, then dangerously ill, and restored him to* 
health ; in the same year, he visited England as an 
agent of the colony, and, after a six months* absence, 
returned in the " Charity" in 1624, bringing provi- 
sions and clothing and the first stock of cattle ever in 
New England. In 1625 he was chosen one of the 
assistants of the Qovernor, in which office he was 
continued until 1633, when he was chosen Governor, 
and during his term of service as assistant he un- 
dertook business excursions to the Penobscot, Ken- 
nebec, and Connecticut Rivers. In 1635 he was 
again sent to England as an agent of both the 
Plymouth and Massachusetts Cohmies. In 163G 
he was again chosen Governor, and for the third 
time in 1G44. In 1G43 he was chosen one of the 
commissioners of the United Colonics, and in 1646 
undertook another embassy to England to answer the 
complaints of Samuel Gorton and others, who had 
clinr«;ed the colonists with religious intolerance and 
persecution. As an author ho enjiiys the distinction 
with Hradford of laying in " Mourt's Relation," 
printed in London in 162*2, the foundation of Amer- 
ican literature. At :i subsequent day he published a 
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narrative of the settlement and transactions of the col- 
ony of Plymouth, entitled " Good News from New Eng- 
land, or a Relation of Things reroarkahle in that Plan- 
tation," and other papers relating to Pilgrim history. 
In 1654 he received from Cromwell the appointment 
of commissioner to arbitrate and determine the value 
of English ships seised and detained by the king of 
Denmark in 1652, and in 1655 was appointed by the 
Protector one of throe commissioners to superintend 
the operations of the military and naval forces sent 
to the Spanish West Indies under Admiral Ponn and 
Gen. Venable. While performing the last service 
he died on the 8th of May, 1655, and was buried at 
sea with the honors of war. 

John Winslow, the next younger brother of Ed- 
ward, came to Plymouth, as has been stated, in the 
<' Fortune" in 1621, and married, in 1627, Mary, 
daughter of James Chilton, who came in the ** May- 
flower." It is doubtful whether he ever occupied 
the land granted to him in Marshfield. In 1657 he 
removed to Boston, and there died in 1674. Kcnelm 
Winslow, the next younger brother of Edward, ac- 
cording to Miss Thomas, settled on a gentle eminence 
by the sea, near the extremity of a neck of land lying 
between Green's Harbor River and South Rivor. 
He married Widow Eleanor (Newton) Adams, and 
had Kenelm (1635), who removed to Yarmouth ; 
Ellen (1637), who married Samuel Baker, of Marsh- 
field; Nathaniel (1639), who married in 1664 Faith, 
daughter of John Miller, of Yarmouth, and suc- 
ceeded to his father's homestead; and Job (1641), 
who removed to Swansea. He was a prominent man 
in the town, representing it often in the General 
Court, and died in Salem in 1672. Gilbert Winslow, 
the next younger brother of Edward, came also in 
the *' Mayflower," but returned to England after 
1624, and there died in 1650. Josiah, the youngest 
brother, according to Miss Thomas, settled on a lawn 
extending from the more elevated lands of his brother 
Kenelm, southerly to the northern banks of Greenes 
Harbor River. It was fortunate for Marshfield that 
the services of so intelligent a man were available. 
As town clerk for many years, he has handed down 
to the present generation the fullest and most satis- 
factory records of the early days which the writer 
has ever seen. Time and continued use have some- 
what defaced and mutilated them, but, under a com- 
mendable vote of the town, they have been admirably 
copied, and, togethlsr with the later and current 
records, refiect the highest credit on the citizens of 
the town and their successive clerks. Mr. Winslow 
married, in 1637, Margaret, daughter of Thunias 
Bourne, and had Elizabeth (1637), Jonathan (1638), 



Mary (1640), Margaret (1641, who married John 
Miller), Rebecca (1632, who married John Thatcher, 
of Yarmouth), Hannah (1644, who married William 
Crow), and John Sturtevant. He died in 1074, and 
was probably buried in the old burial-ground of the 
First Church, incorrectly called by many the Winslow 
burial-ground. 

William Thomas, whose grant of about fifteen hun- 
dred acres has already l>cen described, is supposotl to 
have been born in 1573, and came from Yarmouth 
in the ** Marye and Ann,*' perhaps in 1636, with a 
son, Nathaniel, born in 1606. He is first mentioned 
in the records in the proceedings of the Court of As- 
sistants, under date of Oct. 6, 1636, where it is en- 
tered that " John Winslow hath turned over the ser- 
vice of Edmund Weston for two years, beginning the 
last of May next ensuing, to Nathaniel Thomas, in 
the behalf of his father, Mr. William Thomas, in con- 
sideration of ten pounds sterling, the said William 
being further to give the said Edward six pounds per 
annum and fourteen bushels of corn at the end of the 
said two years, and what else the said John should 
make gmNl by his covenant." He socnis to have 
been included in the list of freemen entered in the 
record.s of March 7, ](>36/7, and yet his name \h in- 
cluded in a list of eight entered Dec. 4, 1638, as 
having been admitted as freemen and sworn on that 
day. In January, 1640/1, he received his grant, 
and in the records of the court of the 1st of March, 
1641/2, he is called of Marshfield, and on that day 
wuH chosen an assistant, to which office he was annu- 
ally chosen until his death , in 1 651 . Mr. Thomas has 
been repeatedly called one of the merchant adven- 
turers by whose aid the Pilgrims were enabled to un- 
dertake their voyage and successfully accomplish their 
scheme of colonization. This, however, is extremely 
doubtful. No list has been preserved of the adven- 
turers of 1620, while on that of their succosKors, who 
in 1626 carried on further ncgotiatiiHis with the Pil- 
grims, it is not to be found. It is more probable that 
he was a Welsh gentleman, of ample means and an 
adventurous spirit, who shared the passion of the age 
for colonization, and sought new and fresh fields for 
activity and enterprise. In the church records of 
Plymouth he is spoken of as " that Godly gentleman*' 
who went with otlien* from Plymouth to Marshfield, 
and Nathaniel l^lurtoii, the secretary of the colony, 
says, in speaking of his death, in 1651, "This year 
Mr. William Thomas expired his natural life in much 
peace and comfort. He served in the place of magis- 
tracy divers years ; he was a well-appro veil and well- 
grounded Christian, well read in the Holy Scripturoa 
and other approved authors ; and good lover and up- 
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proycr of godly uiiiiiRtcrs and sood Christians, nnd one 
that had a sincere desire to promote the common good 
both of church and State." He died of consumption, 
and was honorably buried at Marsh field. His graye- 
stone still standing in the old burial-ground bears the 
following inscription : 

" Here Lyos What Rouiains 

of Willimii Thomas, Esq. 

One of The Founders of 

New Plymouth Colony 

Who Deo^ In ye Month 

Of August, 1651, About 

ye 78** year of 

His Age." 

His son, Nathaniel, who was thirty years of age 
when he came to riyniouth, in 163G, was also a con- 
spicuous man in the yery earliest days of Marshfield, 
and during a time when fears were entertained . of 
Indian attacks he was appointed by the court town's 
captain. From him, the only son of William, at 
least on this side of the ocean, there are many de- 
scendants living in Marshficld and Plymouth, and 
other parts of the Old Colony. There is another 
lliomas family, of which Gen. John Thomas, of 
Kingston, of Revolutionary fame, was a conspicuous 
member, descended from John Thomas, of Marsh- 
field, in no way connected, as far as is known, with 
William Thomas, who came an orphan of fourteen 
years in the ship " [lopewoU,** in 1635, and, falling 
under the care and protection of Edward Winslow, 
became finally his steward. The two lines ofdc^^ccnt 
from Williiini and John bcciimo at one ]>oint con- 
nected by the marriage of Gen. Thomas, the third in 
descent from the first John, with Hannah, who was 
daughter of Nathaniel Thomas, the fifth in descent 
from William. The descendants from John also arc 
to bo found perhaps as numerous and as widely scat- 
tered as those of William. 

The William Thomas estate descended through his 
son, Nuthnniel, his grandson, Nathaniel, his great- 
grandson, Nathaniel, his great-great-grandson, John, 
finally to Nathaniel Ray Thomas, who was the only 
son of Jdlin and a noted loyalist, who died at Wind- 
sor, in Nova Seotin, in 1787. At the request of the 
loyah'sts of Marslificld, of whom tlicrc were three 
hundred, ji eompany of the Queen's Guards, com- 
manded by Capt. Balfour, was sent to that town to 
protect thcui from annoyance, and was quartered in 
tlic house of Mr. Thomas. It was the same house 
which was afterwards owned and oeen])ied by Daniel 
Wcl)sl.<!r, and up lo (lie time of its desliuclioh by lire, 
a few years siuiM'. i(s cellar c<uilaiiuMl the \vinc-eln.se(s 
constrnctiMl by Capt. Hal four for the use of irnnself 
and ollicers. Mr. Tliomus was a mandamus coun- 



selor, and in the month of July, 1774, a large body of 
citizens from various towns gathered roond his house 
to compel him to resign his commission. His ab- 
sence from town protected him from insult, and after- 
wards the presence of the Queen*s Guards effectually 
shielded him. While the troops were at Marshfield 
he and his family were lodged with the family of Dr. 
Isaac Winslow in the Winslow house, still standing 
at the corner of the roads a short distance south of 
the Webster estate. On the evacuation of Boston, 
in 1776, Mr. Thomas went to Nova Scotia. Mrs. 
Thomas, who was the daughter of Henry Deering, of 
Boston, remained at the homestead with her children, 
and saved her' share of the estate from the confisca- 
tion which befell it. Adcr the war she joined her 
husband in Nova Scotia with all her children except 
John, and died in Windsor in 1810, at the age of 
seventy-eight. That part of the estate which was 
saved from confiscation came into the possession of 
John Thomas, the only child of Nathaniel liay, and 
of him it was bought, in 1832, by Daniel Webster. 
Of the original estates of Edward Winslow and Wil- 
liam Thomas, comprising two thousand seven hundred 
acres, Mr. Webster had bought before his death 
about fifteen hundred. Nearly on the dividing line 
between these estates Mr. Webster stood in the open 
air on the 24th of July, 1852, three months before 
his death, and addressed for the last time a public 
assemblage. He addressed his neighbors and friends, 
who had gathered in large numbers to receive him, 
and, as both his last public utterance and a testimony 
to the love and affection in which he held the spot 
which had been his home and those among whom he 
had so long lived, it deserves a place in this narra- 
tive: 

"FuiKNDR AND NKKiiiiioRii : It 18 HOW iiboiit twoiity yearn 
tlinl t iiavo been in Iho midst of you, passiug here on tlio itide 
of the seA, in your vicinity and presence that portion of every 
year which T have been able to enjoy from the labors of my 
profession nnd the cares of public life. Happy have they been 
to me nnd mine, for during all that period I know not of one 
unkind thing done or an unkind word spoken to me or those 
that are near and dear to mo. Uentlemen, I consider this a 
personal kindness, a (ribulo (»f individual re^^ard. I have lived 
amon^ you with the •^roatcMt ple:isurc and siitiefaction. I deem 
it a great piece of goo^l fortune that, coming from the moun- 
tainji, tlcairous of having a summer residence on the sea-coast, 
1 came where I did nnd when I did. Many when they come 
down tiiroiigh these pine woods, nnd over these snndy hills, to 
«co ufi, wonder what drew Mr. Webster to Marshfield. Why, 
gentlemen, 1 tell them, it was partly good sense, but more good 
forlniie. I li.'id got n plen.onnt spot, [ had lands about me 
divrryilii'd, iiiv roilmio vtnn to fall into a kind nciglilMirliood, 
nniong men \\\i\\ wlmin I mn'er bad any dillioully, with whom 
I liiid (MitirnMl into a sort uf a well-nndor8t(M>d covenant that I 
would tnlk with them on farming and fishing, and of neighbor- 
hood concerns, but 1 would never speak a- word to them or they 
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to me OD law or politioa. They haye kept their side of the 
bargain and I have kept mine. 

** Friouda and nfighborH, thu time in whioli yon uflor uio (IiIm 
wolooino \g not iniippropriato. I nin not luuoh longor to bo 
away from you fur any piirpoMo ooiino«)toil witli puldiu life or 
public duty. The plaoo which 1 now occupy in the councils of 
the nation must, of course, ere long be vacated by me, and may 
l>e vacated very shortly. There is an end to all human lalwrs 
and human efforts. I am no longer a young man. I am 
thankful that I have a good degree of health and strength, 
and l^ope to enjoy your neighborhood and kindness, and the 
pleasure of seeing you often, for sonic years to come, if such 
may be the pleasure of the Almighty. 

" Accept, gontlemon, from the depth of my affection for yon 
all, my warm acknowledgments that you come hero with coun- 
tenances su open and frunk to give me this assurance of your 
regard. 1 return it with all my heart. I say again, my 
prayers are that the Almighty Power above may preserve you 
and yours, and everything that is near and dear to you in 
prosperity and happiness.' 



If 



In just three months from that day, on the 24th 
of October^ he died, and on the 27th he was buried 
in the old burial-ground adjoining his estate. His 
stone bears the following inscription, that part of it 
which is an extract from the Scriptures having been 
inserted at his own request, and the remainder being 
a statement of his own : 

" Daniel Webster, 

Horn January 18, 1782, 

Died October 24, 1852. 

* Lord, I believe, help thou 

mine untMlief.' 

Philosophical 
argument, especially 
that drawn from the vastness of 
the Universe, in comparison with the 
opparent insignifioance of this globe has some- 
times shaken my reason for the faith which is in me; 
but my heart has always assured and reassured me that the 
Qospcl of Jesus Christ must be a Divine Reality. The 
Sermon on the Mount cannot be a mere human 
production. This belief enters into the 
very depth of my conscience. 
The whole history of man 
proves It." 

In speaking of the curliest settlors of Marshfield 
Peregrine White, the first-born child of New Eng- 
land, must not be overlooked. As is well known, he 
was the son of William White, one of the '* May- 
flower'* passengers, and was born in the harbor of 
Provincctown. His mother, Susanna White, became 
the second wife of Edward Winslow, and he removed 
with his father to Carswcll, his Qrccn's Harbor cntate. 
He married Sarah. dan<rlitcr of William Bassott, and 
settled on an estate given to him by his father-in-law, 
situated between North and South Rivers, not far 
from their union. Wis estate was the whole or a 
part of the one hundred acres granted to Mr. Ba.ssett 
by the court on the Gth of April, 1640. In 1637 



he was one of thirty YolaDteere, as is stated in the 
roconls, "to assbt thorn of MuKsachiiMoltH Hay mid 
Connecticut in their wars agninst the l*e(|uin liidiuiia 
in ruvoiige of tho iniioctmt IiUnmI of tlin l4ii|;liHhy 
which tho said Peqains have barbarously aiied and 
refuse to give satisfaction for.'* In 1642 ho was 
made " ancient bearer*' of the forces under tho cooi- 
mand of Capt. Standish, raised for the wars ; in 1G51 
was propounded as a freeman, and in 1673, when he 
was styled Cupt. White, he was chosen one of the 
council of war. He held various town offices, and 
was twice chosen a deputy to the General Court. Uis 
death occurred on the 20th of July, 1704, and he is 
supposed to have been buried by the side of his 
mother in the old burial-ground. His son, Daniel, 
who died in 1724, and his daughter, Mercy, the wife 
of William Sherman, who died in 1739, were buried in 
the grave-yard adjoining the present First Congrega- 
tional meeting-house. The estate owned and occupied 
by him has always remained in tho White family until 
after the recent death of Miss Sybil White, when ia 
the settlement of the estate it was sold. 

The town records as copied begin with the date of 
Sept. 27, 1643. Those of tho first throe years aOor 
the incorporation aro not in a condition to lie riind. 
At the date above mentioned tho Pequot war was 
going on, and there being more or less fear of IndiaD 
invasion, '* it was agreed that there be a constant 
watch in the township, — that is to say, in four different 
quarters, — at Edward Winslow's, at Mr. William 
Thomas', at Mr. Thomas Bourne's, and tho fourth 
at Robert Barker's. Edward Winslow, Lieut. Na- 
thaniel Thomas, Josiah Winslow, and William IlriMikcs 
have charge there; that Robert Carver, John House, 
Edward Rumpus, and Edward Winslow and families 
be of the guard under Edward Winslow ; James Pit- 
ney, Mr. Thomas' family, and Mr. Buckley's under 
Lieut. Nathaniel Thomas ; that Mr. Bourne's family, 
Robert Wutornuin, Jcdin Ronnie, Roger Cook, John 
Russell, Luke Lilly, Kenelm Winslow, and James 
Adams be under Josiah Winslow ; that Gilbert 
Brookes, Nathaniel Byram, Robert Barker, William 
Bardin, John Barker, Mr. Howell, and Edward 
Bourne be under William Brookes; that a guard of 
two at Iciist bo maintained out of these, and that a 
sentinel be maintained all day at the place of guard ; 
that for fourteen days at least every man shall lodge 
in his elothes with arms ready at his bedside ; that in 
case of an alarm at night from any other town&thip 
every guard discharge only one piece, but if in our 
own town then two pieces." 

This extract has a special value as showing the pre- 
cise number and names of the families in the town, 
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and the dnii^crR which Attended it.s scttlenient. All 
other pcrBous beside tliose here luetiliotied, to whom 
grauts of land had been made, were in 1643 either 
non-resident owners or had sold their estates. On the 
9th of October, at a meeting specially called, Kcnelm 
Winslow and Josiah Winslow were chosen deputies to 
represent the town in the October General Court. In 
the preceding years, after the incorporation of the town, 
in 1640, William Thomas and Thomas Bourne were 
deputies in 1641, Thomas Bourne and Kenclm 
Winslow in 1642, and Josiah Winslow for the June 
Court in 1648, and Kenelm Winslow and Robert 
Waterman for the August Court. In April, 1644, 
Kenelm Winslow and Thomas Bourne were chosen, 
and John Dinglcy and Ilobert Barker for the next 
year; in July, 1644, Josiah Winslow and Ilobert 
Waterman ; in November, Kenelm Winslow and 
Robert Waterman ; in August, 1645, William Thomas 
and Nathaniel Thomas; in October, William Thomas 
and Thomas Bourne ; in December, Josiah Winslow 
and Ilobert Waterman; in March, 1646, Josiah 
Winslow and Robert Waterman ; in October, William 
Thomas and John Russell; in December, Josiah 
Winslow and Robert Waterman ; and in the suc- 
ceeding years annually as follows : 

1647-48. Josiah Winf>low. 

Robori Waterman. 
1640-50. Kenelm W inflow. 

Uolicri Wntormnii. 
1651. Kenelm Winslow. 

.losiali Winslow. 
1662. Kenelm Win^^low. 

Thomas Ghillingsworth. 
1653. John Bradford. 

Josiah Winslow. 
1654-55. Jostah Winslow, Jr. 

Anthony Eames. 
165G. Ambon}' Ramos. 

Anthony Snow. 

1657. Anthony KamcH. 
Josiah Winslow, Jr. 

1658. John Hnuirord. 
Anthony Snow. 

1650-60. Josiah Winslow, Sr. 

Anthony Snow. 
1661. Anthony Ennios. 

Anthony Snow. 
1062. Peregrine White. 

Mark Eames. 
166.3. William Ford. 

Mark Barnes. 



1664-65. Anthony Snow. 

Mark Eames. 
1666-67. John Dourne. 

Mark Kamen. 
1668-71. Anthony Snow. 

Mark Eamex. 
1672. Nathaniel Thomas. 

Mark Eames. 
1673-76. Anthony Snow. 

Mark Eames. 
1677. Anthony Snow. 

Nathaniel Thomas. 
I67H~8I. Anthony Snow. 

Mark Kanies. 
1682-84. Nathaniel Thomas. 

Saninol Spra^^ne. 
1685. Isaac Little. 

Samuel Spraguo. 
1686-88. Andres government. 
1680. Nathaniel Winslow. 

John llarkcr. 
1600-01. Nathaniel Thomas. 

Isanc Little. 
1602. Nathaniel Thomas. 

Isaae Little. 



Representatives to the General Court of Massachusetts after 



the union : 

160.1. Isaac Little. 
1601. Thomits Weld. 

1605. Isimu Winslow. 

1606. Edward Thompson. 
1607-00. Ephraiin Little. 
1700-1. Samuel Sprnguo. 



1702. Isaac Winslow. 
1708-4. Samuel Spraguo. 
1705-8. Kphraim liiltlo. 
1700. Nathaniel Winslow. 

1710. Isnae Little. 

1711. Nathaniel Winslow. 



1712-13. Jonathan Eames. 
1714-16. Isaac Little. 
1717. Anthony Eames. 
1718-20. Isaac Little. 

1721. Jonathan Eames. 

1722. Anthony Eames. 

1723. Isaac Little. 
1724-2'>. John Kent. 

1726. Isaac Little. 

1727. Nathaniel Thomas. 

1728. John Little. 
1720. William Carver. 
1730-34. John Little. 
1735-36. Thomas Poster. 

1737. John Little. 

1738. Thomas Foster. 
1730. John Winslow. 
1740 II. Otis Little. 
1745-47. John Little. 
1748. Thomos Foster. 
1740. None. 
1750-51. John Little. 
1752-54. John Winslow. 

1755. John Little. 

1756. John Thomas. 

1757. John Winslow. 
1758-00. John Thomas. 
1761-65. John Winslow. 
1766-72. Anthony Thomas. 

1773. Abijah White. 

1774. Nehemiah Thomas. 

1775. Benjamin White, to Pro- 

vincial Congress. 
1776-77. Nehemiah Thomas. 
1778. Thomas Watormnn. 
1770-80. Suniuel Oakman. 
1781. Tliomns Waterman. 
1782-83. Daniel Lewis. 

1784. Samuel Oakman. 

1785. Thomas Dingley. 

1786. Samnel Oakman. 
1787-88. Joseph Bryant 



1780-00. Joseph Phillips. 
1701-05. Joseph Bryant. 
1706-1806. Elisha Phillips. 
1807. Nathaniel Clift. 
1808-10. John Thomas. 
1811. Nathaniel Clift. 
1812-16. Jotham Tilden. 
1817-10. Elislia Phillips. 
1820. Joseph CliO, Jr. 
1821-22. ElishaThillips. 

1823. Joseph Clift, Jr. 

1824. None. 

1825-26. Bourne Thomas. 
1827-28. None. 
1829-30. AsaHewett. 

Edward P. Little. 
1831-32. John Fonl, Jr. 

E. P. Little. 
1833. Daniel Phillips. 

John Ford, Jr. 
1834-36. Edward P. Little. 

John Ford, Jr. 
1837. Edward P. Little. 

Luther Hatch. 
1838-.30. Eleaxer Harlow. 

John Ford, Jr. 

1840. pieaxer Harlow. 
Elijah Ames. 

1841. Eloazor Harlow. 
E. P. Little. 

1842. None. 

1843. E. P. LiUle. 
1844-45. None. 
1846-47. Qoorge Leonard. 
1848. Daniel Phillips. 
1840. Nathaniel Waterman. 
1850. None. 

1851-52. Luther Hatch. 
1853-54. George M. Baker. 
1855-57. Stephen Gardner. 
1858. Henry Blanchard. 
1850. Distriots esUblished. 



At a town-meeting held on the 27th of February, 
1 043-44, it was "agreed that at the beginning of 
every meeting n moderator shall bo chosen, and (hat 
he shall prepare the business of the day and order 
the same, so that there be no disturbance in the 
assembly, and the oecasions being ended he shall 
dismiss the meeting, and, in case any shall be a dis- 
turber and not submit, he shall be fined in sixpence, 
and, in case any be wanting and do not appear at the 
hour appointed, he shall be fined sixpence for one 
hour, or, if any shall depart without orderly dismiss- 
ment, shall pay sixpence for every hour, and for non- 
appearance eightpence.*' It is believed that this is 
the origin of the office of moderator, at least so far 
as the Old Colony was concerned, and the first defini- 
tion of his duties. It is, indeed, apparent that 
under the direction of such men as the Winslows 
and William Thomas the town business of Marsh- 
field was conducted with a method which can hardly 
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be said to have oharacterised other towns in the 
colony. The foHowing is a list of gentlemen who 
have acted as moderators at annual meetings as far 
as recorded : 

1779. ThoioM DInglejr. 

1780. Samael Oakman. 
1781-82. JoMpb nryant. 

1783. TliomM Dingloy. 

1784. Samuol Oskroan. 

1785. TbouiM Dinglej. 
1786-87. JoMpb Urjant 
1788. Thomu Dingloy. 
1700-tf&. Josoph Bryant. 
1798-1806. Sylvauiu White. 
1807. George Little. 
1808-16. JuhnThuroaa. 
1817. BliaUa Phillips. 
1818-20. John Thomas. 
1821-25. Franeis U. Ford. 
1826. Boame Thomas. 
1827-28. John Thomas. 
1829-45. Bdward P. Little. 

1846. Joseph Hewett. 

1847. Bdward P. Little. 

1848. Joseph IlewetL 

1849. Nathaniel II. Whiting. 

1850. Bdwaitl P. Little. 

1851. (Jourge M. llalcur. 

1852. K«lward P. Little. 
1853-54. William lIurringtAn. 

1855. 0. llatoh. 

1856. Daniel Phillips. 

1857. William Harrington. 

1858. Nathaniel II. Whiting. 
1859-61. Henry S. Bates. 
1862-65. William Harrington. 
1866-67. Henry 8. Bates. 
1868-78. William Harrington. 

1874. H. A. Oakman. 

1875. Frank Ford. 

1876. H. A. Oakman. 

1877. Israel H. llatoh. 

1878. William M. Tildeu. 
1879-80. Israel H. Hatch. 
1881-83. H. A. Oakman. 
1884. Israel H. Hatch. 



1644-45. William Thomas. 
1646. Bdward Winslow. 
1647-55. William Thomas. 
1656-57. Josiah Winslow, Sr. 

1659. Samael Arnold. 

1660. Josiah Winslow. 

1716. Anthony Barnes. 

1717. Isaac Little. 
1718-19. John Little. 

1720. Nathaniel Thomas. 

1721. Joseph White. 

1722. Anthony Rames. 

1723. John Little. 
1724-25. Anthony Barnes. 
1726-28. Nathaniel Thomas. 
1729-35. John Barker. 
1730-35. John Littlo. 

1786. John Thomas. 
1737-38. James Sprague. 

1739. Thomas Foster. 

1740. John LitUe. 

1741. Otis Little. 

1742. John Little. 

1743. John Carver. 
1744-52. John Little. 
1753-55. John Winslow. 

1756. Thomas Waterman. 

1757. John Winslow. 

1758. John Thomas. 

1759. Anthony Winslow. 

1760. John Little. 

1761. John Winslow. 

1762. Seth BryanL 
1703. Nathaniel Little. 

1764. John Winslow. 

1765. Abijah Whice. 
1766-68. John Winslow. 

1769. Isaac Winslow. 

1770. John Wiuslow. 
1771-72. Nathaniel Phillips. 
1778-74. Abijah White. 
1775-78. Samuel Oakman. 



With regard to the various inciinibciicies of tho 
ofiice of town clerk tliere is a little uiiccrtuiiity. It 
18 probable, however, that Josiah Winslow, Sr., the 
brother of the Governor, was chosen clerk in 1646, 
as the record of that year states that he was ap- 
pointed to record the births, deaths, and marriages, 
and continued in the office until his death, in 1674. 
lie was succeeded by John Bourne, who held the 
office until 168!$. Mr. Bourne was a Kon of Thomas 
Bourne, who i.s called by Miss Thomas the '* eldest 
of the MurshG(>ld settlers and a patriurch in its 
Eden." John Bourne inherited the estate of his 
father, adjoining the lands of Josiah Wiuslow and 
Robert Waterman, who married his sisters, and mar- 
ried Alice, daughter of Thomas Besbeech, in 1645, 



in which year also ho was admitted an inhabitant of 
tho town. lie was suooecdcd in tho office May 21 1 
1G83, by Nathaniel IToInies, who waa fullowcHl by 
Tstiao Winslow, chosen in 1700. Mr. WIiihIow b«d(l 
tho office until his death in 1737, and waa auooeoded 
by his son, John Winslow, known aa the General, 
who held the office in 1738 and 1739. Arthur How- 
land followed from 1740 to 1742 ; Thomas Footer, from 
1743 to 1750 ; Nehemiah Thomas, from 1751 to 1782 ; 
Asa Waterman, in 1783; William Macomber, from 
1784 to 178G ; Asa Waterman again, from 1787 to 
1790 ; Klisha Ford, from 1791 to 1794 ; Elislia PhU- 
lips, from 1795 to 1807 ; William Macomber in 1808; 
Anthony Thomas, from 1809 to 1814; Amoe R. 
Little, in 1815; Anthony Thomas again, in 1816; 
Ebenexer Sherman, in 1817; Nathaniel Pratt, from 
1818 to 1822; Samuel Curtis, from 1823 to 1839; 
Luther Hatch, from 1840 to 1848; Charlua W. Ma- 
comber, in 1849; Lather Hatch again, from 1850 to 
1866 ; Daniel Stevens, from 1867 to 1875 ; and 
Luther P. Hatch, tho present efficient clerk, from 
1875 to 1884. 

The first election of town treasurer entcrod in the 
records was after the union of tho colonies in 1G92. 
Under date of March 10, lt>93-S)4, Thoiuaa Ma- 
comber was chosen. Tho succession of iucuuiboiita 
of that office has been as follows : 



16U4-96. ThouiM Msooinl>«r. 
1697-1701. Bpbraiu Little. 
1702. Stephen Tilden. 
1703-4, Eiihraiin Little. 
1705-12. Thomas BlMombor. 
1713-14. Anthony Bauiee. 
1715-17. John Jonei, Jr. 
1717-22. Thouae Maoombor. 
1723. John Jones, Jr. 
1724-25. Thoiiian Maoombor. 
1720-33. Williau Ford. 
1734. John Whito. 
1735-30. Samuel Doggett. 
174U. Niilhaiiiul IMiiMiiii. 
1711. Jubii Whito. 
1742-4K. Kciichii Winslow. 
1740-50. Thomas Foster. 
1751-S2. Nehemiah Thomas. 



17S3-S5. William llaoumlMr. 
17S6-90. Asa Waterman. 
1791-94. Blisba Ford. 
1795-96. Elbba Philli|M. 
17U7-1808. Luke Wadsworth. 
1809. Klisha Ford. 
1810-12. Luko Wadswortli. 
I81.H-20. Josoph llewelt. 
1827. Joseph CIIO, Jr. 
1828-30. Joseph IleweCt. 
1831-38. Prootor Boaraa. 
1838-40. Blijah Amaa. 
1841-65. Oharlof W. ifMom- 

hor. 
IH50-75. Daulol HIovuim. 
1875-K4. Lulhor IMIaliik, Uio 

present treasurer. 



The first Board of Selectmen was chosen April 5, 
1607. Since that time the office has been held by 
the following persons: 

1007. — Murk Kaiiivs, Antli(»ny Snow, John Boiirno. 
lOOS. — Mark Kuincs, Anthony Snow, Pclur Williamson. 
16UU. — Murk Kunius, Anthony Snow, Williuni Foril, Sr. 
I07U. — Murk Kunius, John Honrne, William Ford, Sr. 
1G7I. — Murk iOanios, John liournc, vncancy. 
1072-73. — Mark Kunies, .John Bourne, Pctor Willianittoii. 
1071. — .\nthony Siiow, Nathaniel Tlionius, vacancy. 
1076. — William Ford, Sr., Nathaniel Thomas, John Bourne. 
1070. — William Ford, Sr., Mark Kamu«, Anthony Snow. 
1077. — Nnthantol Thomas, Samuel Sprague, Anthony Snow. 
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167ft-80. — Mark Barnes, John Bourne, Anthonj Snow. 
1681. — Mark Kaincn, Samuel 8|>raKne, Anthony Snow. 
1082. — Nathaniel Thomas, John Bourne, Anthony Snow. 
1083. — Nathaniel Thomas, John Bourne, Mark Karnes. 
1684. — Nathaniel Winslow, John Bourne, Isaac Little. 
1086.— Nathaniel Thomiis, Nathaniel Winslow, Samuel Sprague. 
1687. — Itfnao Little, Justus Kames, Samuel Sprague. 
1088. — John Bnrker, Justus Eames, Samuel Sprague. 
108P. — tlosiah Snow, Nathsniel Winslow, Thomas Maeomber. 
1690. — Kphraim Little, Joseph Waterman, John Poater. 
1601. — Isaac Winslow, John Rogers, Michael Ford. 
I6U2. — StiiHUol 8praj;ue, Thomas Maeomber, Jostah Snow. 
I69.'t. — Kphraim Little, Michael Ford, Isaae Winslow. 
1604. — Stmiiiel Sprague, Anthony Kames, Isaac Winslow. 
1695.— Snmuel Spragt>e, Iraao Little, Miehael Ford. 
1696.— Isaae Winslow, Isaac Little, Miehael Ford. 
1607-08. — Isaac Winslow, Isaac Little, Samuel Sprague. 
1600. — Isnac Window, Thomas Watnrnmn, Samuel Sprague. 
1700. — Isaac Winslow, Thomas Little, Samuel Sprague. 
1701. — l^aac Winslow, Kphraim Little, Samuel Sprague. 
1702. — Isaac Winslow, Stephen Tilden, Samuel Sprague. 
170.V6. — Istiac Winslow, Kphraim Little, Samuel Sprague. 
1707. — Isaac Winslow, Kphraim Little, Isaac Little. 
1708.— Isaac Winslow, Kphraim Little, Stephen Tilden. 
1 700. — Isaac Winslow, Samuel Sprague, Nathaniel Thomas. 
1710-1 |.~Kphraim Little, Samuel Sprague, Stephen Tilden. 
1712-1.3. — Kphraim Little, Isnnc Little, Isnac Winslow. 
1714. — Anthony Knmos, l»inc Little, Isaac Winslow. 
1715. — Kphraim Little, Isnac Little, Isaac Winslow. 
1716-17. — Anthony Barnes, Isaac Little, Isaao Winslow. 
1718. — Thomas Maeomber, Isaao Little, Isaac Winslow. 
1710. — Thomas Maeomber, Isaac Little, Anthony Kames. 
1720-21.— Stephen Tilden, Isaao Little, Isaac Winslow. 
1722. — Thomns Maeomber, Jonathan Kames, John Barker. 
172.1. — Tstian Winslow, Icnae Little, John Barker. 
1721. -Isnnt; Winslow, .lonathau Kames, .1 oh n Barker. 
1725-26. — Isnac Winslow, tlohn Knit, , I oh n Barker. 
1727.— William Ford, Arthur II nrland, Samuel Doggett. 
1728-20.— William Ford, John Barker, Isaac Winslow. 
1730. — Isaac Little, John Barker, Isaac Winslow. 
1731.— John Little, John Thomas, Isaao Winslow. 
1732-33. — John Little, James Sprague, Thomas Foster. 
1734-35. — John Little, Thomas Maeomber, Thomas Foster. 
1736. — John Thomas, Nathaniel Kames, Thomas Foster. 
1737. — Jauic^i Sprague, Thomns Mneomber, Thomns Foster. 
I73S. — .Iaiiic8 Spra;;iic, Nathaniel Kames, Thomas Foster. 
1730. — John Winslow, Thomas Maeomber, Thomas Foster. 
1740 -^Nathaniel Knraes, Thomas Maeomber, Thomas Foster. 
1741. — Kenelm Winslow, John Little, William Glift. 
1742. — Kenelm Winnlow, John Little, Timothy Rogers. 
1743.— Kenelm Winslow, John Little, William ClifL 
1744-47. — Konclm Winslow, John Little, Thomas Foster. 
1718. — Krnclm Win}«low, John Little, John Carver. 
1740-50. — Konolin Winslow, John Little, Scth Bryant. 
1760-51. — John Carver, John Little, Scth Bryant. 
1752. — John Carver, John Little, Thomns Foster. 
175.1-54. — John Winslow, John Little, Thomas Foster. 
1755. — John Carver, .Tolm Little, Thomas Waterman. 
IV5(». Srtli nrviMil, Joliii Li ttlo, Thomas Wnlornian. 
1757. — Sctli llrysint, John Carver, Thomas Waterman. 
I75S. — Jdlin Tlminns, NatlinninI Liltlo, Kphraim Little. 
1750. NiilliiiMirl WIumIuw, Niitliiinioi l«iltl«v Solh Hryant. 
17riO-(Vi._Tli(»nms WuitMouin, Abijah White, Seth Brynnt. 
MCi'-t. — Tiioiiin.'^ Wntornuin, Ahijah Wliito, John Tilden. 
1701.— NntliiiMiel TIiuuuls, Nathnniel Little, John Tilden. 
1705. — Thomas Waterman, Abijah Wliitc, John Tilden. 



1766>67.~K6nelin Winslow, Abijah White, John Tilden. 
1768.— Isaac Winslow, Klicha PbUlips, Peleg Rogers. 
1769.— Anthony Thomaa, Bliaha Pbillipe, Poleg Rogera. 
1770.— Kenelm Winslow, Blisba Phillips, Peleg Rogers. 
1771.— Kenelm Winslow, Nathaniel Phillips, John Tilden. 
1772.— Thomas Waterman, Nathaniel Phillips, Samuel Oakman. 
1773.— Kenelm Winslow, Nathaniel Phillips, John Tilden. 
1774. — Abijah White, Isaao Winslow, Bpbraim Little. 
1775. — Kenelm Winslow, Isaae Phillips, Samuel Oakman. 
1776-77. — Kenelm Winslow, Blisha Kent, Samuel Oakman. 
1778-79. — Daniel licwis, Asa Waterman, Samuel Oakman. 
1780. — Klisha Kent, Asa Waterman, Samuel Oakmiin. 
1781.— Blisha Kent, Nathaniel Thomas, Samuel Tilden. 
1782. — Asa Watermnn, Daniel Lewis, Joseph Bryant. 
1783-84. — Thomas Dingley, Daniel Lewis, Joseph Bryant. 
1785-86. — ^Thomas Dingley, Wm. Maeomber, Joseph Bryant. 
1787. — Thomas Dingley, Daniel Lewis, Joseph Bryant. 
1788-00. — Thomas Dingley, William Lewis, Joseph Bryant. 
1701-92.— J udah Thomas, William Lewis, Joseph Bryant. 
1703-04. — Luke Wadsworth, William Lewis, Joseph Bryant. 
1795. — Luke Wadsworth, Blisha Ford, Joseph Bryant. 
1706. — Luke Wadsworth, Daniel Lewis, Joseph Bryant. 
1707-98.— Luke Wadsworth, Wm. Maeomber, N. Waterman. 
1799-1804.— Luke Wadsworth. Daniel Lewis, Joseph Clift 
1805-6. — Judah Thomas, Daniel Lewis, Joseph Clift. 
1807-8. — Luke Wadsworth, Chandler Samiison, Joseph Clift. 
1809. — Robert Cnshman, Chandler Sampson, Joseph Clift. 
1810. — Luko Wadsworth, Chandler Sampson, Joseph Clift. 
1811. — John Thomas, Joseph Uewett, Joseph Clift. 
1812. — Luke Wadsworth, Joseph Ilewett, Joseph Clift. 
1813-17. — Jotham Tilden, Joseph Hewett, John Thomas. 
1818-19. — Chandler Sampson, Joseph Olift, John Thomas. 
1820. — Chandler Sampson, Francis G. Ford, Israel Hatch. 
1821. — Joseph Ilewett, Francis O. Ford, Isrsel Hatch. 
1822.— Joseph llewntt, Fmneis (L Ford, Joseph Clirt., Jr. 
1823.— Isaao Dingley, Bourne Thomns, Nathaniel ClifL 
1824-25.— Francis ti. Ford, Bourne Thomas, Joseph Clift, Jr. 
1826. — Asa Ilewett, Bourne Thomas, Joseph Cllfl, Jr. 
1827-28. — Kleaxer Harlow, Chandler Sampson, Israel Hatch. 
1829.— Asa Ilewett, Bourne Thomas, Bdward P. Little. 
1830-31.- Klijah Ames, John Ford, Jr., Edward P. Little. 
1832-33.— Proctor Bourne, John Ford, Jr., Bdward P. Little. 
1834-35. — John Bourne, Jr., John Ford, Jr., Bdward P. Little. 
1836. — John Bourne, Jr., John Ford, Jr., Luther Hatch. 
1837.— Kleaser Harlow, Samuel Curtis, Bdward P. Little. 
1838-39.- KleaRor Harlow, John Ford, Jr., Kdward P. Little. 
1840-1.— Bleazer Harlow, Joseph Ilewett, Bdward P. Little. 
1842.— Bleaxor Harlow, Elijah Ames, Bdwnrd P. Little. 
1843. — Bleazer Harlow, Joseph Hewett, Lincoln Damon. 
1844.— Klijah Ames, John FonL Bdward P. Little. 
1845. — Klijah Ames, Joseph Hewett, Bdward P. Little. 
1846-48. — Alden Harlow, Joseph Hewett, Lincoln Damon. 
1849. — George M. Baker, Daniel Stevens. 
1850. — George M. Baker, Daniel Stevens, Bdward P. Little. 
1851-52. — George M. Baker, Daniel Stevens, John Damon. 
1853. — Scth Weston, Solomon Little, Stephen R. Rogers. 
1854-56.— Seth Weston, Solomon Little, Daniel Phillips. 
1857.— John Baker, Solomon Little, Wales H. Clift. 
1858-61. — lohii llakor, Daniel Stevens, Wales H. ClifL 
18G2. — Charles \\ Wright, Daniel Stevens, George Leonard. 
1803.— Charles P. Wright, Daniel Stevens. C. W. Maeomber. 
l8tVI-G5.-- (lwrj;e M. Ilaknr, Luther Hatch, Ih-nry P. Oakumn. 
lar.n. — lohn Baker, Warren Kent, William C. Oakman. 
I8(;7-7I— Kobort II. Morohoad, Warren Kent, William C. Oak- 

mnn. 
1872. — John H. Bourne, C. W. Maeomber, Israel II. Hatch. 
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1873-76. — John II. Bouroe, Luthor MftgouD, Itrifcel II. Ilateh. 
1877.— Qeorge fiak«r, Luthor Magouu, Israel II. llstoh. 
1878-79. — George Baker, Thomas B. Bluekinan, Daniel Brown. 
1880.— George Baker, Thomai B. Blaokman, Albert T.Sprague. 
1881. — George Bakor, Frank Fonl, Daniel llruwii. 
1882.-~George Baker, Albert T. Sprague, Israel II. llatoh. 
1883. — George Baker, Albert T. Spragne, Judson Ewell. 
1884.— Bphraim II. Walker, Israel II. Ilatob, Judson Swell. 

The earliest records relate cliiefly to the election of 
officers and grants of land. In February, 1643- 
44, grants wore made to John Thomas and Robert 
Chambers at the request of Edward Winslow, who 
described them as hi^ servants, and William Thomas 
and William Vassall were appointed to lay out to the 
several inhabitants on the north of Green's Harbor 
River all the meadow undisposed of on that side of 
the river, and also the marshes undisposed of on the 
south side of the river, according to their discretion. 
On the 14th of that month there were laid out to 
Thomas Bourne, Josiuh Winslow, Kenelm Winslow, 
John Russell, John Dingley, Thomas Chillingsworth,* 
Roger Cooke, and Luke Lilly. In April, 1644, there 
was ^* granted to John Rouse the great island next 
the cut which borders the beach, alnint ten acres.*' 
It i& possible that an iiivcstigution of this grant may 
throw some light on the direction and character of 
the passage-out in 1G33. 

Under the date of August, 1645, the following 
entry is found : 

*' On a motion being made for one to teaoh sehool, we, whose 
names are underwritten, are willing to pay yearly, besides pay- 
ing for our children we shall send, vis. : 



Bdward Winslow 20 sh. 

Thomas Bourne 10 *' 

John Bourne. ^ 10 ** 

llobort Carver 10 '< 

Thomas Chillingsworth 10 ** 

John Russell 5 « 



Edward Buckley.... 13 sh. 4 d. 
Robert Waterman... 10 " 
Kouolm Winslow... 10 '* 

tfusoph 

Josiah 10 " 

Edward 



The family names of three of the subscribers and 
the sums subscribed by two are illegible. The names 
were probably Joseph Beadle, Josiah Winslow, and 
Edward Bumpus. This was the first movement to- 
wards a public school in either of the New England 
colonies. 

This record is an important one, and apparently 
now for the first time publicly disclosed, as it fur- 
nishes a satisfactory answer to the charge which has 
been repeatedly ni^ade that the people of the Plymouth 
Colony lagged far behind those of Massachusetts in 
the cause of education. This charge has been founded 
on the references in the colony records alone, and 
made without any investigation of the records of the 
various towns. The first entry on the subject in the 
Plymouth Colony records is under date of 1 663 : '* It is i 
proposed by the court unto the several townships of 
this jurisdiction, as a thing they ought to take into 



their serious oonslderation, that acme ooaiBe maj be 
taken that in every town there may be a school nmster 
set up to train up children to reading and writing." 

In the MasHachusetts Colony roonrdH, iiiiilor tliito 
of May, 1647, the fimt roferenoo to the aaniu aubjeot 
is in the following law : 

" It being one chief projoot of Satan to keep men froiu tbe 
knowledge of the Seripture, as in former times keeping them 
in unknown tongues, so in these latter tinof by persti«ding 
from the use of the tongues that so at least the trno sense and 
moaning of the original might bo olouded and uorrupicil with 
false glosses of deceivers, to the end that learning may not be 
buriuil in the graves of our forefathers in uhuroh »uU oiHiiiMon- 
wealib, the Lord assisting our endeavors. It is therefore or- 
dered by the Court and authority thereof that everj town 
within the jurisdiotion after the Lord hath inereH«ed them to 
the number of fifty familiof, shall then forthwith appoint one 
within their towns to teaoh all sueh children as shall ruMort to 
him t4) write and ruail, whose wages shall bo ftaid uilliur by tlio 
pnrcntii or inaslors of Huuh ohihlron, or by the inliabilaiite in 
genoral by way of supply, as the wiyor |»art of thew that onlor 
the prudentials of the town shall appoint; provided that tboie 
who send their children be not oppressed by paying rauob more 
than they can have them taught for in other towns. 

** And it is further ordered that when any town shall inorease 
to the number of one hundred families or householdeniy thoy 
Hliall sot up a grammar Hohool, the nuisler thorifof huing able lo 
iiistruut youth so far as they may l»e iltted fur the IJuivordiiy ; 
and if any town neglect tho performaiioe hereof above one 
year, thun every suuh town shall pay five pounds |Nir aiiiiiiiii lo 
the next such school till they shall perform this order." 

It is now found that in Marshfield, in 1G45, meaa- 
ures were taken to establish a school, and we aro left 
to the presumption that in other towns in the Plym- 
outh Colony simikr measures were taken, rendering 
unnecessary any action of the Colony Court until a 
much later day, when, perhaps, one or two of tho 
more recently incorporated towns failed to provide 
suitable means of educating their children. 

The limits of this sketch will preclude anything 
like a history of the schools of the town, but a list of 
teachers from 1701 to 1774, which is all that b avail- 
able to the writer, may not be without interests 



1701. Thomas Little, 

1703. Peregrine White, 

1704. Kphraim Little, 

1707. John Darker, 

1708. Peleg Wiswall, 

1 700-1 U. Arthur Howlaml, 
1715. John Stodumn, 
1^1(1. Poltig Hntdfuid, 
1717. John lloll, 
1721- 2:i. William Kami, 
1725. Thomas Oliver, 
1727. Isaiuh Lowif, 
1730. Ward (Jottoii, 

1732. .\daui Kiohardson, 

1733. Fobes Little, 
1738. William Smith, 
1741. Lemuel Briant, 



Harvard College, 1096. 
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1696. 



1702. 



1712. 



1721. 
1719. 
1723. 
1729. 
1730. 
1734. 
1725. 
1739. 
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IT-in. James T«oweH, Ilivrviird Collcgo, 1731. 

1771. Molxar Tarnor OakniAn, ** ** 1771. 

The character of these teachers, so many of whom 
were p^raduates at Cambridge, attests the high standard 
nt which the scliools must have been maintained. 
The fnct that before 1823 Marshfield young men 
reaped the benefits of a Cambridge education is fur- 
ther proof tliat the preparatory system, on which a 
higher education was built, could not have been ne- 
glected. The following is a list of the Cambridge 
graduates as far as known to the writer, to which it is 
probable that others might after a more thorough in- 
vestisation be added : 



Kphriiim Lltlle IftO.') 

TlioiiiiiR T.ittio intt5 

Dnn'H'l UwiK I7»7 

Willinm f^liiirtlelT 1707 

WiHi>iiii LowiH 1710 

.loliii TIkmiikm 1715 

Jofinh Winiilow 1721 

Ii«a:ic WinHow 1727 

Ephraim Little 1728 

JaracK Jjcwis 1731 

OtiB Little 1731 



Daniel T<ewiK 1734 

Fobon Liftlo 1731 

Nathaniel Little 1731 

Kilwanl Winilow 1730 

Nallnihiol Iliiy TliomaM.. I7(>1 

Polhaui Winslow 175 3 

UntM WIndlow 1762 

John Thotons 1765 

Thomas Little 1771 

Mclfjvr T. Oakraan 1771 

Nathaniel Thomas 1774 



In 18G8 the old school district system, which was 
once universal throughout the commonwealth, was 
al)o1lshed by the vote of the town, and at the present 
time there are nine schools maintained at au ex- 
pense of about two thousand seven hundred dollars 
per year. The incompleteness of the report of the 
school committee for the last year, owing to the loss 
of one of the school registers, renders it impossible 
to state the average attendance at the schools ; but it 
is probable that it is quite its large as could be ex- 
pected in a widely extended territory and a scattered 
population. 

In 1G54, Josiah Winslow and William Ford wore 

authorized to build a sufficient mill to grind the com 

of the town at the South River, and in the same year 

the money raised in the town by rates was as follows : 

£ «. d. 

Oilioial wages 3 7 4 

Magistrates 1 L3 R 

Qov. charges ' 16 

Three wolves killed by Robert Carver 

and John Uussell 3 

Two days' work on meeting-house 3 

Thomas Tildcn, wolf 1 

To ontranro thn miniHlor's land I 

To (ilootlmnn Dingley 1 11 6 

Josiah Winslow, Sr., committee charges 3 5 

Josiiih Winslow 2 

Two muskets, two swords and belts, and 

two shot- bags 4 

For the rooeting-house 10 

To the raters 10 

Trans)>ortation 10 



21 4 

In 1002 it was voteil that *' meetings be warned 
by the Constables setting up a writing on the meeting- 
house door or in the house at least a week before the 
meeting.'* ( Jiitil 1 838 town-meetings were always held 



in one or another of the meeting-houses of the town. 
In that year the present town-house came into use 
and the meeting-houses were abandoned. During King 
Philip's war in 1675 and 1676, Marshfield performed 
its full share of service. The commander of the united 
forces of the confederacy was one of its citisens, 
and, though the conflict was short, seven Marshfield 
men — Thomas Little, Joseph Eames, Joseph White, 
John Burrows, Joseph Phillips, Samuel Bumpus, 
and John Ijow — were killed. In common with 
other towns, besides the loss of the lives of some 
of its citizens, the war involved Marshfield in the 
loss of the labor of its people, and imposed on it a 
pecuniary burden which, in those times, was heavy 
indeed. In the midst of the distress which prevaiknl 
throughout the colony let it be forever remembered 
that contributions were received from ** divers Chris- 
tians*' in Ireland, and divided among the towns to be 
distributed by the following committees : 



To bo distributed by Ephraim Morton, 

Joseph Warren 
William Crow 
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" Josiah Standish, ) 



William Paybwly, J *" ^"^"""y* 2 
" Comett Studson, 
Bdward Jenkii 

" Wm. Harvey, 
James Walker, 
John Richmond, 



Taunton, 10 



Ins 1 *" Scituate, 12 

, [in 

" William Browne.) . « «. a 

J. Butterworlh,!*" Swansea, 21 o 

)in Middle- ) 
J boro*, J 



'' Kranuis Cjombo, ) in Middle- 
Isaac Howard, J boro', 

" Gapt. Freeman, in Bastham, 

" John Thachor, in Yarmouth, 

" Wm. Iluckins, ) in Barn- 
Bamab. Latbrop, j stable, 

" John Cooke, ) . |>„ . 

JohnSmith^ } Z^'S^^' 

John Russell, J "»**"*"*' 

<' Nathaniel Paine, 
Lieut. 
Daniel 



4 10 



10 
10 








3 



12 



banlel Paine, 1 
ut. Hunt, > i 
liol Smith, j 



in Rehoboth, 32 



" Ensign Bames, ) in Marsh- ) 
Anthony Snow, j field, j 

" BIder Brett, 
Deacon Willis 
Samuel Edson 



}in Bridge- ) 
water, J 



2 



7 



In 1670 the following inhabitants of Marshfield 
were enrolled as freemen : 

Mnj. Josiah Winslow. Resolved White. 

Samuel Arnold. Timothy Williamson. 

Keuelm Winslow. John Rouse. 

Josiah Winslow, Sr. Moses Trouant. 

Thomas Beesbech. William Holmes. 

Cnpt. Nathaniel Thomas. William Foard, Jr. 

Lieut. Peregrine White. John White. 

John Dingloy. Nathaniel Thomas. 

Robert Carver. Joseph Rogers. 

Anthony Snow. i^athaniol Winslow. 

John Bourne. John Foster. 

Anthony Bames. Jacob Dingloy. 

Knsign Mark ICainos. Michael Foard. 
William Foard, Sr. 
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In 1682 it wa8 voted that Nathaniel Thomas and 
Samuel Sprague, on the part of Manshfiold, with 
others on the part of Scituute, establish the dividing 
lino bctwocn the two towns, and it was flxuil at the 
main channel of North River, as it then ran from the 
upper part of the town of Marshfield to the sea. 
And, again, in 1692, Jeremiah Hatch, Samuel Clapp, 
and Thomas Jenkins, selectmen of Scituate, and John 
Rogers and Michael Ford, selectmen of Marshfield, 
acting in obedience to an order of the Colony Court, 
reported to the two towns a further dividing line be- 
tween Marshfield and the Two Miles in Scituate, as 
follows : ** We bi3gan on the oast side of the North 
River, in the southerly line of the range of John 
Ford's lot, and from thence to a white-ash, acknowl- 
edged by the proprietors of the said Ford's lot, and 
by ancient inhabitants of the former grants of the 
five hundred acres and upwards granted by the Court 
of Plymouth, and from the said ash -tree somewhat 
northerly to a heap of stones and a stake at the head 
of said Ford's lot, and from thence near east to a 
stake and heap of stones, being one mile from the 
river, and from thence near south with a ningo of 
marked trees, until it cometh to the reputed lot of 
Edward Warton, and from thence it narroweth with 
a range of marked trees near south-southwest, half a 
point west, to a stake and heap of stones standing in 
the bounds between the town of Marshfield and the 
town of Duxbury." 

In that year also it was ordered that ** Scituate pay 
ten pounds, Marshfield five pounds, and Duxbury five 
pounds in silver money towards the building of Bar- 
stowe's bridge, only that twenty shillings is to be t4iken 
out of Duxbury's five pounds and placed to Manna- 
moiett, to pay it in silver money ; but in case that 
Scituate, Marshfield, and Duxbury shall see cause to 
build and maintain a cart-bridge over the North River 
near Barstowe's bridge, then they shall be free from 
any other bridge out of their township." 

In the same year a jury, consisting of John Rogers, 
Thomas Macouiber, John Foster, John Ilewett, John 
Rose, John Barker, John Doggott, Joseph Water- 
man, Isaac Holmes, Anthony Eames, Ephraim Little, 
Michael Ford, Joseph Crocker, John Thomas, and 
Nathaniel Thomas, Jr., laid out the highways of the 
town as follows : 

''Wo, whose iiuiitcs are subscribed, boin{{ chotsun iiixl sworn 
08 a jury ut Mar&hfiold on the firnt dny of Juno, ini>2, to lay 
out and remove such highways in llio said town as are nvrtirul 
according as the law dircciud, in ordor thereunto having met 
together on the sixteenth day of June aforesaid, do decdare lui 
followeth : Begin on the north side of (Jrui:n's Harbor Itivcr, 
near the river's mouth, and so upward to John Branch's Island, 
and along through said island as the way now lieth by the west- 



ward end of Branoh'f houM, and ao along aa tho way now ia 
unto Winter'a Iitland, and along tbrougli laid Taiand noar to 
tlio oliff on tlio east aido tberoof, until It ooiuoa Co tlio ImwoIi at 
the north oornor thoreitf, and so along Uio boaoh till it ouiuotk 
to tho luuntli of South lllvor. 

"And alao a way up from the aaid beaeh leading tb rough tbo 
land of Lieut. Iiittle by the wnitb aide of a reed pond and tam- 
ing by the oornor of the ntone wall, and so upward bj a aCono 
diteb, leaving his house on the southerly side of said way, and 
so on by the oorner of his orchard land, and so straight down 
the hill leading through the land of Nathaniel Winalow, leaving 
his barn about three rods toward the eastward, and so aa the 
way now lieth through tho land of Joseph Watoruian and 
Thouins Doume, on stmight to tho eastward ond of a pmldle at 
a head of a eove of meadow, and from thenee through aald 
Uourne's pasture by the southeast side of a roek, leaving a •mall 
brushy swamp on the southeast side of said way, and so to tho 
easterly comer of Joseph Waterman's land, and so from said 
Waterman's land, leodiug by the land of Anthony Snow, to tho 
southeast corner of said Waterman's land, and from Chenoo 
straight on to tho south comor of Josiah Snow's field, and so 
along M tho way lieth ovor Josiah Snow's dam, over tho orook, 
along Into the way near the stony swamp, and so along near to 
said swamp as the way now lieth to the meeting-hoaao^ and 
from thenoe as the way now lieth to the mill, and over tho rivor 
below the mill. 

" And also from said way which leadeth from the moeling- 
houso into tho nock over the said stony swamp, as the old way 
was, to Mr. Aruulds, and so along over tho rivor as tho way 
now lieth to Mr. Isaac Winslow's gate. 

" And also from the aforesaid way, near to Mr. Arnold's, as 
the way now lieth, to the land of John Dingloy and William 
Carver and the land that was late William Holmes', and so, an 
the old way lioth by the field of Abraham Holmes', ovor thn 
brook, and so turning upward through the old field that wan 
formerly John Lewis', and as the new way lieth over Partridge's 
brook, and so along to the way leading over Green's Harbor 
brook. 

*'Al8o on the thirtieth of Juno aforesaid, the said jury moi 
together and laid out the highways on the north side of tho 
South River from tlie mill as the way now lieth betwoen thn 
lauds of William and Miohacl Fonl and John Walker, and so 
along over Puddle Wharf, and so as the way now lieth toward 
Robert Uarker's until it meet with Duzbnry road. 

** And also from the said way as the way leadeth toward Wal- 
ter Joyce's, and in the new way which said Rogers lately mado^ 
and so over the Cove Creek by bis house, and so along botween 
French's tonomont and Henry Perry's house to the upper ond 
of-thu field before said Perry's door, and then turning siHith- 
wurd along by the land of Thomas King and John Sylvustor'a 
lot, and so till it meet with Scituate way. 

" And also from siiid way at tho uppor end of the aforeeaid 
field above Perry's northward by the land of Bisbee's lot till it 
meet with Samuel Tilden's land, and so turning southward upon 
tho land of Thomas King till it comes to tho southeast oorner 
of Samuel Tilden's land, and then turning northward upon tho 
land of said Tilden by tho side of said King's laud till it come 
near the meailow, and then turning upon tho said King's laml 
till it come to tho gravelly beach. 

"And also from the said Cove Creek downward as the old 
way leadeth by tho hou^^e of Timothy Rogers and up the hill by 
his barn, and so as the way now lieth near to Joseph Roger's 
fence, and so on through the land of Klisha Hishce, and Mr. 
(yUhhin^, leaving the old way northward and tho Nwauip on lint 
south side, to a black-oak tree standing in the range between 
the land of Mr. Cusbing and Justus Eames, and so turning 
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noriliwiird simight down to the rivor upon the land of snid 
OuKhing And Ramo^. And from tho iiforofnid hlnck onk trco 
through the Riimoti Innd, fui tlio oM way leAilcth, nenr to n rook 
on Uie north side of snid way, near the outside of Justas UameSi 
bis Isndy and so straight on by Stephen Tilden's fence through 
his land, and so on as the old way lioth through tho laud of 
Thomas Macomher, John Trouant, and Mary Ohild^, and along 
in the old way through the land of Thomas Tilden, widening 
the way on the north side between his field and his pasture, 
and so on through the land of Francis Crocker and Ephraim 
Little, as the way now lieth, over the brook between the houses 
and barns of Lieut. Isnao Little and John Sow^'er, and so turn- 
ing eastward by said Little's land along by bis fence, as tho 
way lieth, through the land of William Norcutt and Jeremiah 
Burrows, leaving said Burrows' land al)out three rods north- 
ward, and so through Samuel Little's land from the land of 
said Burrows, by the edge of the hill, on the west side of a 
white-oak and a black-oak tree and some small rocks, and so 
between his house and barn, as the way now gooth, to the land 
of John Barker, and so turning northward and eastward on 
the land of said Barker, nenr the range of said Little's, until 
it come to the beach, and then turning southward along the 
beaoh till it oomes to a small cliff, and so over the cliff, and so 
along the beaoh to a place called Bank, at South River. 

** And also turning northwanl by the southeast corner of 
8nniuol Little's meadow fence upon the boiuh by the river side 
along by the ferry ntakcs until it comes to the meadow of William 
Noreiitt. 

" And alxo from the aforesaid way that leadcth from iSauniel 
Little's on to said Barker's land southward to the eastward of a 
white-oak tree, and so along to the eastward of the swamp by 
the ditch, and so along between tho house and barn of said 
Itarker on through the land of Benjamin Phillips between his 
house and barn, and so between bis fields till it comes to the 
fiMtt of thn hill, and then leading up lite hill as the old way now 
lieth by the south end of John Strowbridge's field into tho o|H3n 
way. 

"And also from the aforesaid way thnt lieth l>etwoon tho 
barns of Lieut. Little and John Sawyer, southward liS the old 
way now leadeth through to the lands of said Sawyer and Sam- 
uel Little, Joseph Rose, and John Strowbridge on through the 
rugged plain until it come near to the foot of the great hill 
near .Tohn Sherman, and then turning westward from the old 
path down the hill in a valley, and so turning into the way 
again through a corner of said Sherman's field and so as tho 
way now leadeth to the mill. 

" And also from the aforesaid way which leadeth from Ben- 
jamin Phillips, beginning at the northwest corner of said 
Philli|»8' field and so turning southward up the hill by his field 
and so on as the way now lieth through the land of the Sher- 
man's and the Doggetts', and Mr. White's down the hill ns the 
way hath been lately dug, nnd so on tho old way through the 
land of Knsign Ford, Anthony Eames, and Samuel Sprngue, 
and BO over the brook as the way now leadeth between the house 
nnd shop of John Foster, and so through the land of Arthur 
llowland as tho way now liolh until it come to John Walker's 
land, and then upon the range between said llowland's and 
AValker's land northwestward into the other way. 

" And also a way from the way by Arthur llowland's house 
over the South River into the other way by Nathan William- 
son's barn as the old way now lieth from roa<l to road. 

"These are all the ways that are established in this town nt 
pnrMeul." 

Thin laying out was duly signed and reported to 

tho town, und in not only important as removing any 
78 



uncertainty that may exist as to what are old-estab- 
lished highways, but ezoeediugly interesting and val- 
uable as locating the estates of a large number of 
the inhabitants of the town. Few towns, if any, pos- 
sess so authentic a record in a concise and intelligible 
form of their early landmarks. Its extreme impor- 
tance must justify the writer in its introduction into 
this sketch. 



CHAPTER II. 

DuitiNO the remainder of the first century aAer its 
incorporation, indeed up to 1765, the history of 
Marshficld was uneventful and monotonous, few acts 
occurring in its municipal life, except a fruitless at- 
tempt, in 1730, to set off the north part of the town, 
together with the Two Miles, into a separate town- 
ship, worthy of record in this narrative. During 
that time the town was chiefiy distinguished for the 
men of character and infiuence within its borders, 
whose services were valuable at first to the colony, 
afterwards to the county of Plymouth, and still later, 
to the province of Massachusetts Bay. The first of 
these in both time and distinction was Josiah Wins- 
low, the R(ni of Governor Kdward Winslow, and born 
in Plymouth in 1G28. Ue went with his father to 
Marshficld and there, either in schools or under the 
care of his father, received that instruction which 
made him a man of superior attainments and culture. 
At the age of twenty-nine he was chosen assistant to 
the Governor, in 1659 the major or chief military 
commander of the colony, and he was for many years 
one of the commissioners of the confederated colo- 
nies. During King Philip's war he commanded tho 
united forces of Plymouth, Mass., Connecticut, and 
New Haven Colonies, and commanded the entire re- 
spect and confidence of those in whose service he 
was engaged. In 1673 he was chosen Governor of 
the colony, and continued in that office until his 
death, in 1680. As chief executive he was as broad 
and liberal as his predecessor, Thomas Prenoe, had 
been narrow and bigoted, and one of the first acts of 
his administration was to rescue James Cudworth 
and Isaac Robinson, of Scituate, from the disgrace to 
which Governor Prence had subjected them on account 
of expressed sympathy with the persecuted Quakers 
of tho period. He married, in 1G51, Penelope, 
daughter of Herbert Pelham, of England. Mr. Pel- 
ham, born in 1601, graduated at Oxford in 1619, 
and came to Massachusetts in 1638, having been pre- 
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ceded by his daughter, Pcnelo{)e, and a son. The 
records of the rolls court, in Wcstiiiinst^r, concern- 
ing passengers to New England, contain the entry 
under date of May 15, 1G:(5,— «*In the <8usan Sc 
Ellen', Edward Payn, master, Penelope Pelham, six- 
teen years of age, to puss to her brother's plantation.'* 
Mr. Pelham was the first treasurer of Harvard Col- 
lege, and returned to England in IG49, carrying 
with him probably his daughter, with whom Mr. 
Winslow very likely became acquainted during her 
residence in this country. The writer has seen a 
letter from John Eliot to Clovernor Edward Winslow 
dated in 1G51, the year of Josiali Winslow's mar- 
riage, in which he mentions having seen his son, 
Josiah, in London not long before. It is probable 
that the marriage took place in England. A portrait 
of Edward Winslow, painted in Iiondon, liearing the 
date of 1651, is in the possession of the Pilgrim 
Society, and as the society owns also original portraits 
of Josiah Winslow and his wife, Penelope, it is prob- 
able that all these were painted** at the same time. 
Josiah Winslow died at Marshfield Dec. 18, 1680, 
and was burieil on the 2!-M, *^ at the expeuKo of the 
colony, in testimony of its endeared love and affec- 
tion for him." He was buried in the old burial- 
ground at Marshfield, and the stone over his tomb 
bears the following inscription : 

"Thb ITonblk. Josiah Winslow, Qovr. op Nrw PLYMonrH. 

DrisD Deorubbk tk 18tu, 1080, J^tatis 52. 
Prnbloi>r Yr Widow op Qovr. Winbix)w, Dyki> Drcrmbrr 

YMtt, I70a, J«tatih7:J." 

Samuel Sprague was another prominent man. 
From 1G82 to 1G85, and in 1700, 1701, 1703, and 
1704 he was deputy to the General Court; in 1677, 
1681, 1686, 1687, 1688, 1694, 1695, from 1697 to 
1706, and from 1709 to 1710 he was a selectman of 
Marshfield, and was the last secretary of Plymouth 
Colony before the union, in 1692. Mr. Sprague was a 
son of William Sprague, who came to Salem in 1629, 
and became a citizen of Marshfield about 1650. He 
married, in 1665 or 1666, Sarah, daughter of Thomas 
Chillingsworth, and died in 1710. 

Nathaniel Thomas was another citizen of ^larsh- 
field who rose to eminence and extended usefulness, 
lie wns a grandson of William Thomas, the emigrant 
ancestor, and was called into public service at an curly 
age. In 1672, 1G77, 1682, 168:5, 1681, and 1690 
he was chosen a deputy to the (icneral Court of the 
colony, and in 1692 was one of the lirst representatives 
to the General Court of Massachusetts. He held the 
oflSce of town clerk from 1684 to 1700, and was a 
selectman in 1674, 1675, 1677, 1682, 1683, and 
1686. He was for many years judge of probate for 



Plymouth County, and judp;o of tlie Supreme Court 
of MasHachusettB Bay. Ho died in Mumlifiolil, and, 
with his first and aeoond wivos, wu buried in the old 
burial-gn>und. Their gravo-stoiioii Inmr the following 
insoriptions: 

"IIrRB LIRS IlfTBRmBD 

TK DODT OP TB 
UONOBABLB NatHANIBL 

TnoMAi Big' wan 

DKO^OCT.'TB 22, 1718, 

IN TR 76«* TBAH 
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0¥ III! AQB. 

*' Dkmoiiah 

tk wiitb op 

Natbanikl Thomai 

RtQ Dho* Jukb TB 17<k 

1S9S 

In TR 63^ TRAH 



■* 



OP hkk aqb. 

<'HkRK I.YK8 TK boot 

or Mrs Bliz^ TnovAs 

WIPB op 

Nathahibl TnovAS 

formbrlt wipb to 

Cap* W" Oomdt Dbc* 

17ia IN TK 01"* 



YKAIt OK HKK AUK. 
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Isaac Winslow was still another p;on(loiimii who 
distinguished this period. Grandson of Q over nor lid- 
ward Winslow, and son of Governor JoHiah, ho was 
born in Marshfield in 1670 and educated in Umt town. 
In 1695 and 1702 he was representative to the Gen- 
eral Court ; was town clerk from 1700 to his death 
(17a8),andHelcctman in 1691, l(iO:i, lOiM, fnmi 1(i9G 
to 1709, from 1712 to 1718, in 1720, 1721, from 
1723 U> 1726, and from 1728 to 1731,— twoiity-fonr 
years in all. Ho was also judge of probate and judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas, and died in 1738. He 
married, in 1700, Sarah, daughter of John Wonsley, 
of Boston. He was buried in the old burial- ppround, 
where may be seen the following inscription on his 
tombstone : 

"Tub IIon^ Isaac Winslow Bsq' drc* Dbobhbbr 
TK 14, 1738, JBtatii 67." 

In the list of distinguished men of this period, 
Gen. John Winslow must not be overlooked. He 
was the son of Isaac Winslow, above mentioned, and 
was born in Marshfield in 1702. In 1739, '52, '53, 
'54, '57, '61, '62, '63, '61, '65, he was a deputy to 
the General Court, acted us moderator at ten annual 
meeting, wns town clerk in 1738 and 1739. He was 
a select man in 1731), '53, '54, and for a number of 
years clerk of the Court of Common Pleas. Among 
his other manifold duties he devoted himself with 
zeal to military pursuits, and has been declared by 
competent authority to have been the most distin- 
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finished military Icniior of bis titno in Now Knt^lnnd, 
with |H^rlinp8 tlio excc'ption of Sir Williatn Pep|K5relI. 
In 1740 be cuininaiidcd a cooipaiiy in an expedition 
a<!aiust (3uba, and in 1755 was second in oouimand, 
undoT Gen. Monckt4)n,in the expedition against Nova 
Scotia. In 1756 be commanded at Fort William 
lli^nry on Jjakc (jcor«ro, and was at various tiui(» a 
Cf>nnseb)r of tbc Massacbusctts Province. Ho mar- 
ried in I72(i, Mary, d:iu<rbtcr of l»:iac Little, of Pem- 
broke, and bad Jostab (1730), wbo died young; Pel- 
bam Winslow, a graduate of Harvard, who married 
Joanna, daughter of Gideon White; and Isaac 
(1739), wbo became a distinguished physician in bis 
native place, and married first, in 1768, Klixabetb, 
daughter of Benjamin Stockbridge, of Scituato, and 
second, Frances, daughter of Ebenczer Gay, of Hing- 
bani. Both John Winslow and his son, Isiuic, were 
buried in the old burial-ground; and the Winslow 
tombstone bears the following inscription to their 

memory : 

" Hon. .loiiN WiN8u>\v, Khq*". 
niKD Ai'uir. 17, 1774, .rr. 72. 

"Isaac WnmLow, M.D. 
DiBD Oct' 24, 1810, aqbd 80." 

In 1765 the citizens of Marshfield shared the ex- 
citement, which prevailed in the colonies on account 
of the passage of the Stamp Act. At a town meet- 
ing, held on the lltb of October in that year, the act 
was read, together with the Governor's speech to the 
General Court, and a committee was chosen, consist- 
ing of Abijah White, Nathaniel Kay Thomas, John 
Little, Daniel White, and Nebemiah Thomas, to re- 
port instructions to Gen. John Winslow, then the 
rc()r(\sentative to the General Court. The following 
report of the committee was made and accepted : 

"Tlic roiiiinillco of Iho town of Marslificild, a|i|mintc<l to 
;;ivo iiislnictiuiiM t<) tlioir rcproffcnlntivo, Jolin WiiikIow, K^ij., 
wlial iiK'tlifxl lio hIioiiIiI t>tko in ordor U) Imvo so griovouM a 
csiliiinily roiiioved n» ihrcatcn* tlii!« and llio neighboring gov- 
crnuienU by llio etainp act, and other things and matters now 
ponding before the OenernI Court; having taken upon Ihem 
that tru^t in behalf of the town, arc of opinion that shouKl 
thnt act tike cd'cct it would prove tho great distrem, if not the 
uUer ruin of thin province, and do therefore advise and direct 
our rcprr!<fnfntivo to u?o nil proper uielhodSy in ovcrv legal 
niniiiior, to get the Ktanip act repealed, and look upon thcui- 
pelvcfl ns hoMcn nnd hound to abide by such detcrniinntion as 
tlm (irniid rouiinitteo now sitting at New York should con- 
clude, or unless sumetliing cxtrnordinnry should be in that re- 
port which they cannot foresee, in such case our lleprcsonta- 
tive to use his own discretion. And further, tho Committee 
nre of opinion timl :i8 the eirrunistiuiees of tho province are at 
\\\\n JMMclure in ii diflieult silualion, nnd the people distressed 
in the pnyuient of their present taxes that our said Hepresen- 
tative be desired nnd direrted lo bo very careful in making any 
new or unu^unl granln of money, and to bo as saving of tho 
]>ublic revenues, and of taxing the inhabitants of the province. 



M things will adniit of. And aim we doairo the said John 
AVinslow, Esq., to show bis dinnpprovnl of the late riotooi pro- 
ooedings in the Town of Boeton, in the month of September 
laat." 

While this report was sufficiently emphatic against 
the Stamp Act, it suggests a suspicion of that spirit, 
which afterwards prevailed, in opposition to what was 
called tho patriot cause. No further action was bad 
in town-meeting on colonial alTairs until July 5, 
1773, when it was " voted that letters and pamphlets 
received from Boston be read, and a committee was 
chosen, consisting of Samuel Oak man, Anthony 
Thomas, Thomas Waterman, Nebemiah Thomas, 
Klisha Kent, William Thomas, Ephraim Little, Amos 
Jlogers, and John Tildcn, to consider what should be 
done in the alarming crisis of public affairs which 
then existed." At this meeting the patriots evi- 
dently carried the day, but at a new meeting the 
loyalists, who were perhaps at that time the most 
numerous, ndlied, and tho vote of July 5th was re- 
considered, and the committee consequently dis- 
charged. One of these pamphlets, which the writer 
has examined, bears tho following on its title-page : 
" The American Alarm ; or the Bostonian Plea for the 
Rights and Liberties of the People, humbly addressed 
to the King and Council, and to the consecrated Sons 
of Liberty in America by the British Bostonian. 
Boston. Printed and sitld by 1). Kneeland k 
N. Davis, in Queen Street, MDCCLXXIIL" The 
vote relating to the appointment of a committee 
having been reconsidered, no report was made. A 
report, however, was prepared, and has been pre- 
served in private bands. The writer has it in his 
care, and thinks it proper to make it a part of this 
sketch : 

** It is the opinion of this Committee that the Into unhappy 
changes in ihis govornmont with tho utmost urgenoy claim our 
attention and tho attention of every well-wisher to hisoountry'i 
prosperity. Silence we humbly conceive, when inroads are 
made on our rights and privileges, is a tacit resignation of the 
same, and thus our criminal negligence at the first lopping off 
our privileges may render every future attempt to obtain restitu- 
tion futile and inelTeotual, for that people are rationally thought 
to be nn onsy prey that does not manfully resent the first in- 
fringement on their rights and privileges, while a sealous people 
are rarely slaves. It would give us pain to see the people easy at 
tlii^ alarming time, when the enemies to our natural and consti- 
tutional liberties are so successfully busy to bring this land into 
slavery, a land that was settled at the expense of much treasure 
and blood by a poor and well-disposed people, our worthy ances- 
tors, more sensible of tho sweets of liberty under tho hand of op- 
pression. They, not like rebels to escape hanging, but by royal 
poruii.xHiou, sought out a foreign retreat in tho face of iiuminent 
danger in ordor to enjoy the blessings of sacred and civil free- 
dom. In this liind they pitched their tenta, then inhabited by 
merciless Indians, of whom they bought it; but, notwithstand- 
ing, to have their little safe, it was stipulated unto them and 
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their heirv by the superior powort, from under whoee immediate 
government tliejr emigrated, and bjr that matual, suloiiin oum- 
paot it plainly appears that they were to e^joy all the libertlee 
and immunities without rosorve as llritons bom within the 
realm of England. But alas, tho ountrsry is too notorious to be 
denied.; our rights and privileges are infringed upon, and these 
material alterations in the host of constitutions promote not the 
good of this people, but tend to deprive them of that peaoe and 
impartial administration of justice for which this province has 
been so oonspiouous A state of our rights both natural and 
constitutional, and wherein the same are violated, you have 
beard read from the Boston pamphlet, so eallod, which is Justly 
thought to hold forth the truth in a clear and niAStorly 
manner, end the worthy inhabitants of tho town of Boston 
for this manly performance merit our gratitude, and the 
province in general, by their late instances of genuine patriot- 
ism, have rendered themselves dear to evory lover of bis coun- 
try and mankind in general. It is our opinion that thoir many 
grievous burdens would never have been laid upon us if II is 
Majesty bad not been misinformed. In duty, therefore, to our- 
selves, and OS staunch friends to Oreiit Britiiin and this noblu 
constitution, we would join with tho towns in this province in 
offering our sentiments at this time, fur we doubt not if His 
Majesty is undeceived in this so iniportiint nft'uir, the easiness 
of the people in general under these late impositions, that his 
gracious ear is not shut, but will be attentive to the united pe- 
titions of a grateful and loyal people, and restitution of their 
rights and privileges will bu made which are unjustly wrented 
from us. Our warm affection for (Irvnt Britain, our willingness 
to promote its omoluuicnt, and by our prudence an<l industry 
greatly extending Ills Mnjesty's dominion, niudo un f<indly 
hope that we should be treated as grateful, obudiont subjoutst, 
and not as rebels by infectious troops in time of peace. Nev- 
ertheless, we are ready to fight for the King of Great Britain, 
our rightful sovereign, his crown and dignity, and risk our 
lives when justly called in defence of our happy constitution : 
we report further, that the clerk sign a copy of the proceedings i 
of this day in behalf of the town, and trauMUiit the stiuio as soun 1 
as may be to the respectable commit tee of correft|M)ndeuuc nt Bos- 
ton, that thoy and the world may know that wo aro not insen- 
sible of our inorcasing burdens, but that we are willing to take 
all legal steps in union with other towns to obtain a redress of 
our grievanues." 

At a town-meeting held on the 3d of January, 
1774, a committee, consisting of Isaac Winslow, 
Nathaniel llay Tlionius, Klisha Ford, Scth Bryant, 
William Stevens, John Barker, and Ephraim Little, 
was chosen to consider the state of public affairs, and 
report what course should be taken by the town. The 
committee reported as follows : 

*' The town taking into consideration the late tuuiull uous, aind, 
ns wu think, illegal proueudings in tlio town uf Bottlon, in tlio 
detention and destruution uf the iciis bulonging to tlio Kust Indiii 
OoinpHny, which, we upprehcnd, will afl'oct our property, if not 
our liburtios, think it our inditipunsiililo duty tO;4howoiir diisup- 
probation of such iiiuaMurus and proceedings, thorclorc, voted 
and resolved, as the opiuiun of llio town. That this Town ever 
have been and always will be good and loyal 8ul>je<.-lt< to our 
sovereign lord, King Qoorge the third, ond will obey, observe, und 
enforce us such good and wliolesoine laws as are or iihall bo con- 
stitutionally made by the legislature or the uoiumonwciilth of 
which we are members, und by all legal ways und means, to the 
utmost of our powers and abilities, will protect, defend, and pre- 



serve our liberties and privileges against the mAchlnalioiie of 
foreign or domestic enemies. 

**jR«9olced, That the late measures and prooeedinge in tb« Tuwa 
of Boston, in the detention and destruetiun of the tona bolimg- 
ing to the Bast India Company, wore illegal and uujuat, ami of 
a dangerous tendenoy. 

" Hettlotd, That Abijab White, the preient repreeentative of 
this town, be, and hereby is, instruoteil and dirooted to uao his 
utmost endeavor that tho perpetrators of this niisehicT iiiaj bo 
detected and brought to justiee, and as the oouutrjr l>as hcoa 
heretofore drawn in to pay their proportionablo pari of the ex- 
pense which aoorued from the riotons and unruly proocedangs 
and conduct of certain individuals in tho town of Boston, if 
appIioaUon should bo made to the General (Jourt by tlio Rest 
India Company, or any other person for a oonsideration for tho 
loss of said tess, you are by no means to aoquiesoe, but bear 
your testimony against any messures by whioh expense may 
accrue to the province in general or the town uf MarabOold in 
particular, and those people only who were active aiding ami 
assisting or vonniving at the destruction of said teas pay for the 
same. 

'* Hcaotveiif That our representative U*, and hereby Ik, further 
directed and instruoted lo use his utmost endeavors at the Gen- 
eral Court that the laws of the provinee be oanrical into due 
execution, and that all offenders against the same may be prop- 
erly punished. 

" And we do further declare it is our opinion that the i^rand 
basis of Magna Oharta and reformation is liberty of winscicnco 
and right uf private judgment, whereforo we do ronouiioo all 
methmls of ini|M>sition, violence, and persoeution, siioli as have 
nioMl finiiiiefully betrn exoroised upon a nunibur of iiiliniiitNiiln 
of the town of IMyniouth by obliging them to sign a namuta- 
tion, so oalled, and in case of refusal to have their houses pulled 
down or they tarred and feathered, and all this under the spe- 
cious ma^k of liberty." 

The alK)ve report was adopted by tho town nnd a 
(•(»py sent to Abijah Whit-c, the rcprcsent«tivo, and 
also to the newspapers fur publication. In '* MeFin- 
pil," Mr. White, in coii»c(|uenco of his publiuiiliou of 
the resolves in Boston, is thus described : 

"Abijab White, when sent 
Our Marshfield friends to represent, 
Himself while dread array involves, 
Commissions, pistols, swords, resolves. 
In awful |>onip desoending down, 
Bore terror on (he fuctiouM town." 

At a town-meeting held on the 8th of October, 

1774, the patriots seem again to have rallied, and a 
vote was passed that Nehemiah Thomas be appointed 
to cO'Oporate with the reprcscntativtis and others 
chosen in the several towns lo ntoet at (/oncord on the 
.second Tuesday in that month, in order to furin a 
Provincial OonjirosK. But in January, 1775, Capt. 
Ha) (our, with his company of Queen's Ouard.s, to 
wliicl) reference has already been made, arrived in 
Marsliiield for tho protection of the loyalists, and, 
emboldened by his presence, another rally was made 
by the conservatives, and at a meeting held Feb. 2(1, 

1775, it was *' voted not to adhere to or be bound by 
the resolves and recctmmcndations of the Concord 
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Proviiicinl Cuiit^nfw or any illegal nsRonililn^'S whnU 
cvcr.** It wan also " voted to thank Gen. ()ai:o and 
Admiral Graves for their ready and kind interposi- 
tion, assistance, and protection from further insults 
and abuses, with which we are continually threatened, 
and that a committee, consi8tin<i; of Abijah White, 
John Baker, 8cth Hryant, Daniel White, Paul White, 
Simeon Keen, William Macomber, Isaac Winslow, 
Kphniim Little, John Tilden, Nathaniel Phillips, 
Thomas Little, Cornelius White, Lemuel Little, 
Abner Wright, William Stevens, Elisha Ford, Amos 
Rogers, Seth Ewell, Elisha Sherman, Abraham 
Walker, Abijah Thomas, and Job Winslow, convey 
the vote of thanks.'* Gen. Gage replied in the fol- 
lowing letter : 



'* To the legal inhabitanln of the town of Marthjield. » 

** Gkntlbmrfv, — I return yoa mj most hearty thanks for jour 
address, and am to assure you that I feel great satisfnction in 
having contributed to the safety and protection of a people so 
eminent for their loyalty to their king and affection to their 
<*<tuntry, at a time when treason and rebellion are making such 
hssty strides to overturn our roost excellent constitution, and 
spread ruin and desolation through the province. 

" I doubt not that your duty to your <]o<l, your king, and 
country, will excite you to persevere in the glorious cause in 
which you arc engaged, and that your laudable example will 
animate others with the like loyal and patriotic spirit. 

"Tiio. GAor.." 

Adinirnl Graves also replied in the following let Ut: 

*' To the itihabilantu of the town of Mnrehjield. 

"Uknti.kmkn, — The warmth with which you declare your 
principles of loyalty to your sovereign and his constitutional 
government cannot fail of being grateful to the mind of every 
lover of his country ; nnd it is much to be wished that the uni- 
form propriety of your conduct will extend its influence to the 
removal of those groundless jealousies which have unhappily 
marked the alTections of too many of your countrymen from the 
parent state, and which are now tending to raise violent com- 
moiioii<< and involve in ruin and destrnetiou their unfortunnto 
proviniT. 

*' The approbation you are pleased to express of His Majesty's 
appointment nt this crilical juncture to the commnnd of his 
Amoriciin fleet is flattering; and you may bo assured thnt my 
countenance and support shall never bo wanting to protect the 
friends of Ilritish government, and reduce to order and submis- 
sion those wlio would endeavor to destroy thnt pence nnd har- 
mony which is the end of good Icgislntion to produce. 

"Sam'l Okavks." 

Ailor the battle of Jjexinj^ton, on the 19th of April, 
1775, Gen. Gage dctenuined to witlidraw the troops 
under Ca|)t. l^ilfour, and on the 20th sent two sloops 
to transport thcin to Boston. On the afternoon of 
that (lay they (jnibarkcd at UrantUock. barely in titne 
U\ escape a ])atii<»t llirc<^ wliiiih iiad iuai'(;he(l (hat V(M'y 
morning to attack them. (a>1. TlHM)piiilu8 Cotton, 
witii a riyinontli company of militia, under Capt. 
Thomas Mayhen, a Kingstoti coitipany, under Capt. 



Pele«; Wadsworth, and a Diixbiiry company, nndcr 
George Partridge, reached Marehfield at noon, with 
about five hundred men in his command, and was re- 
inforced in the aflornoon by a company from Roches- 
ter, under Capt. Clapp, and three companies from 
Plympton. Pending preparations for an attack, Capt. 
Balfour embarked, and thus Marshficld lost the honor 
of furnishing the second battle-field of the war. 

At a meeting held Jan. 19, 1776, the patriotic 
spirit of the town was again aroused, and it was 
voted to send the following instructions, probably 
written by Melzar Turner Oakman, to Nehomiah 
Thomas, then representative at the General Court : 

" Your constituents, not doubling of jowr patriotism, now 
in legal meeting iissembled, think it necessary to instruct yoa 
touching the Independence of America. 

"To the aiuazement of your oonstituenta, the King of Great 
Britain is become a tyrant. He ha« wantonly destroyed the 
property of the Americans, and wickedly spilled their blood. He 
has assented to acts of Parliament calculated to subjugate the 
colonies unparalleled by the worst of tyrants. Our petitions he 
has rejected, nnd instciid of peace he has sent the sword. Every 
barbarous nation which he could influence he has courted for 
the destruction of the colonies. No relaxation of hostilities, 
nor distant prospect of an honorable reconciliation, renders this 
glorious revolution wise and important. Oooe we would have 
expended life and fortune in defense of his orown and dignity, 
but now we are alienated, and conscience forbids us to support 
a tyrant, whose tyranny is without refinement. Alliance with 
him is now treason to our country, but we wait patiently till 
Congress, in whoso counsel we confide, shall doolare the colonies 
iudopondent of (Jreat Ilritain. The inhabitantf of thii town, 
therefore, unanimously instruct and direct you that, If the Gon- 
tiuontal Congress shall think it necessary for the safety of the 
United Colonics to declare thom independent of Qreat Britain, 
the inhabitants of this town with their lives and fortunes will 
most heartily support them in the measure." 

The voices of the loyalists seem now to have been 
silenced, and at the same meeting a committee of 
coireBpondence was chosen, consisting of Anthony 
Thomas, Neheunah Thonia.s, Thomas Dinglcy, Ben- 
jamin White, Elisha Kent, William Baker, Nathaniel 
Ford, Samuel Oakman, Samuel Tilden, Joseph Clift, 
Lemuel Delano, Melzar Turner Oakman, Thomas 
Waterman, Isaac Phillips, Peleg Rogers, William 
Thomas, Daniel Jjowis, William Clift, Kenelm Win- 
slow, Israel Rogers, and John Oakman. At a meet- 
ing held March 6, 1777, it was voted to pay a bounty 
of ten pounds to each soldier enlisting for three years, 
and a committee was appointed to act in filling the 
(own (plot as. In June, 1777, the selectmen reported 
the names of th(! following persons suspected of dis- 
loyally t^» the Revolutionary cause : Rev. Atheiton 
Wales, Kilisha Ford. J(.hn Tilden, Stephen Tilden, 
Fphraim Little, Adam Rogers, Levi Ford, Benjamin 
Karnes, Jr., John Hatch, Caleb Carver, Daniel White, 
Abraham Walker, Noah Hatch, Cornelius White, 
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John Baker, Joseph Tilden, Sjlvanus White, Blisha 
Shoriiian, Thomas Kiimcs, Jeremiah Hatch, Jr., Asa 
Thomas, Thomas Little, Zephaniah Deorow, Joshua. 
Tildcn, Joseph Bryant, Jedcdiah Eames, Adam Hall, 
Jr., Isaac Walker, Simeon Keen, Oliver Porter, 
Charles Porter, Samuel Ford, Jr., William While, 
Calvin Lewis, Dunicl Thomas, Elijah Ford, and John 
Tilden, Jr. Of these, all were finally struck from the 
list on their denial of disloyalty except Adam Rogers, 
Benjamin Eames, Jr., John Hatch, Cornelius Wliite, 
Jeremiah Hatch, Jr., Samuel Ford, Jr., William 
White, and Calvin Jjcwis. 

March 25, 1778, the town instructed its represen- 
tative ** to act at his judgment with regard to the 
articles of confederation.'* May 25th in the same 
year the Constitution for the State of Massachusetts 
was read in meeting and disapproved by a vote of 
forty-one to ten. Aug. 23, 1779, it was voted to 
send Thomas Waterman a delegate to Cambridge to 
aid in forming a Convention for the Adoption of a 
State Constitution, and Asa Waterman and Daniel 
Lewis were chosen delegates to a county convention, 
to be held at the house of Caleb Loring, in Plympton, 
to regulate the prices of articles in every-day use, and 
the closing entry in the records during the war of any 
interest is that of the choice of another coniniittco of 
correspondence in 1782, consisting of Briggs Thomas, { 
Thomas Little, Daniel Lewis, Thomas Ford, Abner 
Wright, and Jedediuh Eames. 

The rolls of soldiers who enlisted from Marshfield 
during the Revolution are probably incomplete, but 
those in the archives of the State and in the posses- 
sion of the writer, such as they are, contain the fol- 
lowing names. 

Members of the company of Joseph Clifl, of 
Marshfield, who enlisted for six months in 1775: 

JoMph Clift, oapt., JoDaihan Ilatoh, sergt., Nathaniel Rogers, 
Job Mitchell, Anthony T. Ilatoh, corp., Samuel Tihlen, 
Abner Crocker, Ucrvhom Bwoll, Joacfth Hatch, At>a Tja|»- 
ham, Amos Hatch, Charles Hatch, William Joyce, William 



Bf embers of the company of Capt. Abijnh Crookor, 
under Gen. John Thomas, in AiiguMt, 1775 : 

Abljah Crooker, eapt., King Lapham, lieoi., IshmI RogOT% 
ens., John Dates, Tsaae Dates, Wills Clift, ChiM-los Kont, 
NatliMuiol Kent, As* liogers, Joseph 8|»nH|u«y AndrDW 
Pomp, Asa Lapham, Thomas Rogers, Ab^ah Ko^wrs- 

McinlierM of the company of Capt Stetiioii, in Col. 
Dyke's regiment, in 1776: 

Anthony Hatch, Benjamin Ilatob, sergt, Aaa Ro^ra, corp., 
Barnard Taels, Jonathan liow, Peleg Foarily WUIiam 
Baker, Bbenexer Cain. 

Members of the company of Capt. Samuel N. Nol- 
son, of Plymouth, at Fort £dward, in 1777 : 

Ensign Ford, Joshua Turner, James Curtis, Otbanlel Sik«a» 
Klioiiexcr Ihirker, William Withingtou, Joliu Clutuibor- 
lain. 

m 

Soldiers enlisted in 1777 for throe years: 

Samuel Norvett, John Bourne, John Barden, Peter Rider, John 
Randall. 

Soldiers enlisted for three years in 1778 : 

Josiah Harmon, William Roper, Bdward Oonolly, Thomaa 
Want, John Riohas, James Kearus, Anthony Miller. 

Soldiers enlisted for nine months in 1778 : 

Kura Unthaway, VoU^r Jliithaway, Abijah llaihaway, lUuiJitiiiiii 
Cook. 

Members of the company of Capt. Bdward Spar- 
row, of Middlcboro*, in the raiment of Col. Nathan 
Tyler, at Rhode Island, in 1779 : 

Isaao TiUphiiiu, Asa Iiaphani, (Cornelius Baoon. 

Soldiers enlisted for six months in 1780: 

Asa Soule, William Thomas, Luther Sampson, Thomas Dingley. 
Joseph Warriok, Job Turner, William SburtletT, James 
Fillubrown, John Linooln, Tenno Simmons, Joseph Wine- 
low, Alien Rogers, George Osborn, Jr. 

Soldiers enlisted for three years in 1780 : 

John Doten, Isaao Ilorton, Potcr Booth, John MuGartcr. 
Thud it will bo seen that, after all, MarshfioUi per- 



Members of the company of Capt. ThomaH Turner, 
in the regiment of Col. John Bailey, under Gen. 
John Thomas, in 1775: 

Briggs Thomas, lieut., Jonathan Hatch, sergt., WilHaiu Thuiniis, 
Corp., Robert (llovcr, Nathaniel Rogurd, Frunois (Jruy, 
Jonuthau Low, Tobias White, K/ekiel S|iraguc, Pclug 
Kent, Thomas Cliundlor, Aloxaiuler (2arnct, Polug FoanI, 
Nathauiel Tlioina?, Bradford Baker, Lutlior Sampson, 
Toiinan Baker, Job Mitoholl, Suiuuel JonoH, William Joyce, 
Prinoo Uatoh, Oontitant Oakman, John Hatch. 



Clift, Arumah Rogers, Job Ewell, Jesse Lapham, Lot H. formed its full share duHug the Wgr, and that the 
Sylvester Seth Joyoe, Jonathan Joyce. Nathaniel Joyee, j^j^ ^j^j^,^ controlled its action in the early Stages of 

Prince Jlatoh, Zaccbeus Rogers, Tobias Oakman, Samuel T -n i i i i • i 1 

Jones, Caleb Lapham. t"® Revolution was overwhelmed by the ardent patri- 

otism which finally became infectious amon<; tlie 
people of the colonics. Hut those who had resislotl 
the popular movement were not permitted to «i;o un- 
punished. NntliunicI Hay Thomas, cliaracteriKcd in 
*' McFiiigal" as '* that Marsfield blunderer,'* an edu- 
cated and influential man, and a (graduate of Harvard 
in tlio class of 1751, a man living on an estate in- 
cluding fifteen hundred acres, was proscribed and 
banished, his property was confi.scated, and durin*:; tho 
remainder of his life, which ended in 171)1, he laudo 
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Novn Scolin liiR lionio. Kplimini Little, Coriiolins 
Wliito, John Baker, Joseph Tildeii, John Tildcii, 
Stephen Tildcn, and Nathaniel Oarnett were im- 
prisoned in the Plymouth jnil, and released by order 
of Council in October, 1776, on the condition that 
they would pay the expenses of proceedings a«;ainst 
them, nnd remain on their estates except for the pur- 
pose of attending worship on the Sabbath. Klisha 
Ford was imprisoned and released on the same terms, 
having at the same time been seissed and carted to 
the liberty-pole and required to sign a statement of 
allegiance. Caleb Carver, Melsar Carver, Thomas 
Decrow, and Daniel White were proscribed and ban- 
ished in 1778, Melzar Carver having gone to Halifax 
uftcr the evacuation of Baston, in 1 777. Paul White 
also was seized and carted to the liberty -|)ole, where 
he was required to sign a recantation. * 

Those confined in Plymouth jail addressed the fol- 
lowing letter to the Committee of Correspondence : 

To the Ctimmitlr.r of CorrmpoudeHctt finfeltfy «&it., for the town 
of Marnhfichl : 

Qknti.rmrn, — Tlio potition of us, tho inhabitants of mid town, 
humblj showotli, thnt jonr ])etitioner8y on or about tho 20lh of 
April, A.n. 1775, ili<l Icavo said toirn of Marshfiold and repair 
tu tho town of Donton, which conduct of Ihoirs has justly given 
groat olTenso to tlioir townsioon and tho country in goiioral. 
Your petitioners would therefore beg leave to say, in extenua- 
tion of their fault, thnt at the time of their embarkation for 
tho port of Boston the country in general, and more especially 
tho town of MarHhfiHd, wan in groat tumult and porploxtty, 
which greatly intiuiidatoil and affrighted your petitioners, and 
they loft the said town in tho greatest anxiety nnd distress of 
mind that cnn bo expressed, not having time maturnly to weigh 
tho unhappy oonsequenoos that would attend so rash and incon- 
siderate a procedure. But hoping and expecting that things 
in a short time would subside, they fully intended to have re- 
turneil to their families and friends again, but after their arrival 
(here they found it was impracticable, although they made re- 
peated application for their return, and your petitioners did 
oiiihrnco tlio first npportuiiily to return homo, being fully dotcr- 
HiiiKMl not to sell (heir country, nnd which perniission thoy 
with diniouliy obtained through the mediation of friends. 
Your prtilioncrM fiiiihor beg leave to say thnt thoy cnn sin- 
cerely nnd truly aflirm and dcohiro thnt they never repaired to 
the town of Boston with a design to aid, assist, abett, advise, 
or join tho ministerinl army, and are heartily sorry that their 
imprnd'Mit condiiei has given so much olTeu^e, nnd would have 
voii consiilor thnt it in liiiinnu lo err, and put the most ravoraldo 
o»)Mst ruction on their conduct, and thnt it was nn error in judg- 
monl nnd not in principlo. rf»r tvluoh error llirv arc lienrtily 
Forry, nnd bejj tlic forcjivencss of the country in general nnd 
nioro nspocially of their lownsinen. 

'* Yoiir petitioners? would further sny thnt, n^ far na they know 
their own hearts, they are sincere friends and well -wishers of 
tho good of their countrv, nnd would do nnvthing within the 
ronipasis of llirir f«phero t<» promote nnd support tho ]»ro.«peritv 
nu'l wi'llint' of Ilii> sanin at tho liu/.ard of ovor\ thinjj d<'ar to 
them, nnd whcrcn.« some of your prtitionors unadvi?c<lly, with- 
out due coiiRideration and through ina<lvertcnce, ilid sign nn 
nddress to (Jenernl (Jnge without any ill do»ign to their country, 
♦ hey humbly ask your forgiveness for thnt misconduct, and 



hope and tmst thoir future behavionrwUI evidenoe the sinoority 
of this thoir oonfosiiion. 

"Your petitioners thoreforo humbly bog you will take this 
petition into your candid and eompasrionate oonsideration, and 
flfTord them your assistanoe in a petition to the Great and Gen- 
eral Court of this colony for their enlargement, which petition 
they propose to send in a suitable time after said court shall siL 
Your petitioners determine in said petition to give ample se- 
curity for thoir future good conduct and behaviour, and as Deacon 
Thomas has tho honor to be chosen to represent the town of 
Marshlield for the ensuing year, we would in a particular man- 
ner supplicate his good offiees and interest in our behalf. Gen- 
tlemen, you are sensible that now is the prime of the year, and 
that most of us have large families to support, and that if we 
are debarred from improving our time for that purpose they, 
as well as ourselves, must become a burden and chargo to the 
commnnity, and our innocent wives and children be involved 
in tho same calamity with us. We must beg leave to say that 
in our humble opinion it would redound moro to the good of 
tho whole that ton or twenty men should be employed in some 
honest calling, whereby the public and their families may be 
benefittod, than that thoy should be confined in a gaol. Where- 
fore, confident that you will take a compassionate regard to the 
petition, we beg leave to subscribe ourselves your humble ser- 
vants, 

"* CORNRMIIS WlllTB. 
'•• KrUUAlV lilTTLB. 

"John Tilorn. 
"•John Bakbr. 
"ErjsnA Foonn. 
"* Nathanirl Garnbt. 
"Stbphbn Tildrn. 
"Jo8Kpn Tilorn. 
" • Waurrn Whitr. 
" Plymouth, May ye 20tb, 1776. 

"And Sylvanus White joins in this petition, and would beg 
leave further to observe that at tho time of thoir leaving the 
town of Marshfiold his father was under groat indisposition of 
body, nnd thought it not prudent to leave home without some 
person to take particular care of him, which was another great 
inducement to your petitioner for his leaving the place. 

" SVLVANlTg WniTB." 

NoTK. — Those with the mark * did not sign the address to 
Gen. Gage. 

Gen. John Winslow was recognized in the earliest 
ilcvnlutionury inoveincnts as a thorougli loyalist, but 
he died in 1774) before actual hostilities began. His 
brother, Edward, who had removed to Plymouth, 
wlicro he hold the ofiiccs of clerk of the court, regis- 
ter of probate, and collector of tho port, was pro- 
nounced in his loyalty to the crown, and went to Hali- 
fax in 1770, and there died in 1784. Pelham Wins- 
low, a son of the general, a lawyer, who had studied 
in the olTice of James Otis, also adhered to the royal 
cause, lie removed to Boston in 1774, to Halifax 
in 1770, and returned to New York, where ho entered 
ihn military S(Tvice with a commission of major, atid 
Gnally died at Brooklyn in 1783. He also was pro- 
scribed and banished in 1778. 

During the remainder of the second century of the 
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life of Marshficld little occurred except the arrival of 
Mr. Webster, in 1 827, to make an interesting record. 
In the sketch of Mr. Webster, in another part of this 
volume, may be found an account of his purchase «>f 
the l^homas farm and some reminisoenccs of his life 
on the Green's Harbor estate. His citisenship during 
the last quarter of the century was an appropriate 
seal on a municipal career which all along its line 
had been marked by the lives of distinguished men. 

In the agitation which was excited in behalf of 
the slave and his emancipation, Marshfield was abreast 
of the times. During the excitement attending the 
enforcement of the fugitive slave law the voice of 
Marshfield uttered no uncertain sound. On the 3d 
of March, 1851, the following preamble and resolves, 
presented by Nathaniel H. Whiting, were adopted 
by a vote of one hundred and twenty to thirty-four : 

"WiiKRBAS, the government of the Unitetl States is pro- 
fessedly based upon the great truth that all men are free and 
equal, and have an inalienable right to libertj, and whereas its 
constitution was ordained for the purpose of establishing jus- 
tice, insuring domestio tranquillity, providing for the common 
defense, promoting the general welfare, and securing the bless- 
ings of liberty to the people, and whereas the late fugitive 
slave act is not in aooordanco with this purfjose, but is contrary 
to some of the express provisions of that instrument, among 
others, that which declares that no man shall be«loprivu(l of lifu 
or liberty without due process of law, and that uicn charged 
with crime or whose interests are at stake in suits at common 
law involving a sum equal to twenty dollars shall be entitled 
to a trial by jury, and whereas this act is equally repugnant to 
our moral sense, a disgrace to the civilisation of the age, and 
dearly at variance with the whole spirit of the Christian faith ; 
Therefore, 

" Jietotvedf That until we are prepared to repudioto the prin- 
ciples of independence and abjure all our ideas of justice and 
humanity, of truth and duty, we oau render no voluntary obe- 
dience to this act. 

" Be§olredf That while we love and defend the Union that 
secures the object for which this was said to be established, we 
are not to be deterred by any threats of disunion, or by any fear 
of evils, immediate or remote, present or future, from using all 
just and lawful means to aid and assist those who have the 
manliness and courage to escape from the prison house of 
bondugo. 

** Beaohed, That while we desire liberty for ourselves, while 
we retain one spark of that spirit which led the Pilgrims across 
the ocean, while we have the least conoeption of those sublime 
precepts of the gospel which command us to love our neighbor, 
to do unto others as we would have others do unto us, to feed 
the hungry, clothe the naked, and relievo the suffering, the poor, 
and the outcast, while we recognise the obiigaitions of oliiirity 
and love and good-will, our houses shall bu open to wolouiuotho 
hunted fugitive as he pauses at our doors in his (light from the 
national bloodhounds which are baying on his tniuk. 

" lle§ulved, That wo commend to ovory fugitive from Hhivery 
the glorious ^ords of Patrick llonry, — ' (Hve uie liberty or give 
me death.' Leaning upon this idea, let hiui use all the moans 
which Qod will justify to protect his freedom, and if he shall 
perish in the struggle for his birthright, as his lust sigh min- 
gles with the common din and goes out over the world and up 
to heaven a swift witness against the nation which so foully 



murders him, lei him breathe into the wind that ■inrmnn by 
him, and bequeath, as an inspiring inflaoneo to I bo p»ntin( 
fugitive he leaves behind him, <Oivo mo liborty or givo me 
death.' " 

When the war of the liobelliou broke out Muraii- 
field had no militia company within her borders to be 
called into the service, but whenever enlisted meii were 
called for the town was ready and prompt in render- 
ing its service. As far as is known, only one of its 
citizens, Alfred W. Stoddard, belonged to an organ- 
ized company, and he, as a member of GompaDj 1, 
Fourth llcgiment, served for throe months frooi the 
22d of April, 18G1. On the Ist of May, 1861, the 
town voted to pay a bounty of ten dollars to each sol- 
dier who had enlisted or might enlist in the United 
Stiittis service. It was also voted to increase the 
monthly pay to twenty-four dollars of all soldiers, in- 
cluding those who might be dradcd, and five dollars 
additional to those with families, and to accept the 
services of those ladies who had volunteered to make 
up clothing for the volunteers. On the 6th of July, 
in the same year, it was voted to pay one dollar per 
week to the wife of each soldier, and one dollar to 
each child under sixteen yimrs of age, and one dollar 
to each dependent parent, brother, or sister of any 
solilicr, provided the amount allowed to one family 
should not exceed twelve dollars. On the 22d of 
July, 1862, a committee of one from each school 
district was chosen to aid in filling the quota of the 
town, and a bounty of one hundred dollars was voted 
to bu paid to each enlisted man. On the 8th of Sep- 
tember it was voted to pay a liounty of one hundred 
and fifty dollarn to each Holdicr iiitistcred into the 
service for three years. The following is a list of 
soldiers furnished during the war, including one three 
months' man, six one hundred days' men, twenty-four 
nine months' men, twenty -six one year's men, and 
ninety-four three years' men, — in all, one hundred and 
sixty-one : 

Alfred W. Stoddard, private, 3 months from April 22, ISSl, 401 

Hegt., Go. r. 
George Baker, private, 100 days from July 21, 1864, 16th Un- 
attached. 
C. William Bstes, private, 100 days from July 28, 1864, Itfth 

Unattached. 
NathuntuI J. Porter, corporal, 100 days from July 21,1804, lOlli 

Uiinttached. 
Willituu Honors, private, lUU days from Aug. 3, 1804, 20th Vn- 

attiichud. 
JiiiiiuM \t. liogorif, private, 100 diiys I'ruui July, 1804. 
Jamc6 K. Itiikur, private, lOU days i'roui July 21, 1804, IGlh 

Unattnchud. 
Henry S. Uales, Hrtit lieutenant, 9 months from Sept. 12, 18C2, 

43d Uogt., Co. l«\ 
Edwin Curtis, surgcant, months fruiL Sept. 12, 1802, 43d Kogt., 

Co. F. 
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rolcf; 8. Bhcrtiinn, nrrKonnt, monlhii from Sept. 12, 1A62, 43d 

Ilr^l., ro. V. 
J'Ulwnnl II. J)mviii, corpoml, 9 iiionlhi from Sept. 12, 1862, 43d 

Kegl., Co. F. 
William AVilliarason, corporal, 9 months from Sept. 12, 1862, 

4.^d Hogt., Co. P. 
Charles W. Jjailoy, private, U months from Sept 12, 1802, i3d 

Rcgl., Co. P. 
James £. Baker, private, 9 months from Sept. 12, 1862, 43d 

Rcgt., Co. F. 
Klijah F. Cudworth, private, months from Sept. 12, 1862,43d 

Regt., Co. F. 
Israel JI. Carver, private, 9 months from Sept. 12, 1862, 48d 

Regt,, Co. F. 
Daniel K. Kwell, private, 9 months from Sept. 12, 1862, 43d 

Regt., Co. F. 
IMward A. Fnlvey, private, 9 months from SopL 12, 1862, 43d 

Rpgt., Co. F. 
Tliomns 1*. Ford, private, 9 months from Sept. 12, 1862, 43d 

Regt., Co. F. 
S. Nclran Gardner, private, 9 months from Sept. 12, 1862, 43d 

Regt, Co. F. 
Lorenzo D. Harrington, private, 9 months from Sept. 12, 1862, 

43d Regt., Co. F. 
Samuel Holmes, private, 9 months from Sept. 12, 1862, 43d 

K.^Kl.. Co. I'. 
Bilwan] Hntoli, private, 9 months from Sept. 12, 1862, 43d 

Rcgt., Co. F. 
Samuel F. Hatch, private, 9 months from Sept 12, 1862, 43d 

Regt, Co. F. 
Charles R. Hatch, private, 9 months from Sept. 12, 1862, 43d 

Rcgt., Co. F. 
Calvin 0. Hntch, private, 9 months from Sept 12, 1862, 43d 

Rcgt, Co. F. 
John F. Hatcli, private, 9 months from Sept. 12, 1862, 43d 

Rcgt, Co. I. 
Asa W. Ilowett, private, 9 months from Sept. 12, 1862, 43d 

Rcgt, Co. F. 
John A. Keen, private, 9 months from Sept. 12, 1802, 43d 

Regt, Co. F. 
William Byron Little, private, 9 months from Sept 12, 1802, 

43d Rcgt, Co. F. 
George T. Osborn, private, 9 months from Sept 12, 1862, 

43d Regt., Co. F. 
Williiiiii S. rorlcr, private, 9 nionlhn from Sept. 12, 1862, 

i:i.l lU'^l., <7o. h\ 
.Idsinli lUmliill, private, 9 iiinnlliM from Sept. 1*2, 1802, 43d 

Rcgt., Co. F. 
.liMi'lili Slicruian. private, months from Sept. 12, 1R02, 43d 

Ucgt., Co. V. 
.loniitlinii ,1. Siiiimon^, private, 9 months from Sept. 12, 1862, 

I3i| Uogt., Co. F. 
Josinh TI10111119, private, 9 months from Sept. 12, 1862, 43d 

Regt, Co. F. 
Lucius 'I'honias, private, 9 months from Sept. 12, 1862, 43d 

Ucgt, Co. F. 
.lames A. Wriglit, private, 9 inonthR from Sept. 12, 1862, 43d 

Regt., Co. F. 
(Jalvin Wijjininiton, Jr., private, months from Sept. 12, 

1S62, ind llcgt., Co. F. 
Pctrr Williainson, private, 9 months from Sept. 12, 1802, 43d 

11.^1., ('<.. V. 
Andrew .1. WilliiiutFon, privnto, 9 inoiitlis froui Sept. 12, 1802, 

l.".d Hopt, Co. V. 
George W. I'^jimcs, sailor, I year from Aug. 15, 1802, St. 

".Tiiniftfa " 



Henry F. Ford, sailor, 1 year from Aug. 15, 1862, St *' Joni- 

Henry W. Holmes, sailor, 1 year from Aug. 14, 1862, " S. I. 

P. Sm." 
George S. Lapham, sailor, 1 year from Ang. 19, 1862, St. 

" Phil." 
John AVilliamson, sailor, 1 year from September, 1862, St. 

" Colorado." 
Anthony W. Williamson, sailor, 1 year from September, 1862, 

St '* Colorado." 
Samael C. Baker, private, 1 year from Sept. 2, 1864, 4th 

Mass. Cav. 
Luoios L. Bonney, private, 1 year fK>m Sept. 19, 1864, 2d H. 

Art 
Frederiek A. Delano, private, 1 year from Sept 2, 1864, 2d 

H. Art. 
Henry F. Ford, private, 1 year from Sept S, 1864, 2d H. 

Art 
John G. Fish, private, 1 year from Sept. 17, 1864, 2d II. Art. 
Calvin Joyce, private, 1 year from Sept 8, 1864, 2d H. Art 
Nicholas Porter, Jr., private, 1 year from Sept 3, 1864, 2d H. 

Art 
Calvin Porter, Jr., private, 1 year from Sept 8, 1864, 2d H. 

Art 
George A7. Sears, private, 1 year from Sept. 2, 1864, 2d H. Art 
Moses Sherman, private, 1 year from Sept 17, 1864, 2d H. Art. 
Bben S. Thomas, private, 1 year from Sept 6, 1864, 2d H. 

Art 
Georgina White, private, 1 year from Sept 8, 1864, 2d II. 

Art. 
Warren F. White, private, 1 year from Ang. 16, 1864, 2d H. 

Art. 
William H. Tolman, private, 1 year from Sept 2, 1864, 2d H. 

Art 
James C. Phillips, private, 1 year from Sept 3, 1864, 2d H. 

Art 
George Atwell, private, 1 yoar from Sept. 5, 1864, 2d H. Art. 
Israel H. Hatch, corporal, 1 year from Sept. 18, 1864, 2d D. C. 

Vols. 
Jonathan J. Simmons, private, 1 year from September, 1864, 

2d H. Art 
Henry F. Ford, private, 1 year from Sept 3, 1863, 2d H. Art. 
David T. Phillips, private, 1 year from Dec. 15, 1863, 3d 

Mass. Cav. 
Augustus Hatch, first lieutenant, 3 years from June 22, 1801, 

iHt Hegt, Co. n. 
Hiram A. Oakmau, brevet colonel, 3 years from Juno 15, 1861, 

7lh Regt 
Henry B. Bonney, sergeant, 3 years from .June 15, 1801, 7th 

Regt., Co. B. 
Henry Tolman, sergeant, 3 years from June 15, 1801, 7th Regt., 

Co. R. 
Ethan A. Randall, private, 3 years from June 15, 1801, 7th 

Regt., Co. B. 
Josiali C. Crowell, corporal, 3 years from June 15, 1801, 7th 

Rcgt, Co. B. 
Job L. Ewcll, corporal, 3 years from June 15, 1801, 7th Regt, 

Co. E. 
Exra W. Hatch, corporal, 3 years from Juno 15, 1801, 7th 

Rcgt, Co. E. 
Nnthan F. Hopkins, corporal, 3 years from Juno 15, 1801, 

7 lb Regt, Co. K. 
Allen Wright, corpoml, 3 years from Feb. 11, 1802, 7th Rcgt., 

Co. E. 
Caleb E. Bailey, private, 3 years from June 15, 1801, 7th Regt., 

Cn. v.. 
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George B. Oronlej, prirftte, 8 yean ftt>in June 15, 1801, 7th 

Rogt., Co. R. 
Bdmuod OroMloy, private, 8 years fVom June 15, 1801, 7th 

Regt., Co. B. 
DaYid Church, private, 8 years from Juno 15, 1801, 7th Begt., 

Co. B. 
Charles H. Cobbott, private, 8 years fVom June 15, 1801, 7th 

Regt., Co. K. 
Thatober Ewell, private, 3 yeors from Juno 15, 1801, 7th Regt., 

Co. B. 
Samuel H. Bwell, private, S years from June 15, 1801, 7th 

Regt., Co. ^. 
John M. Ford, orderly, 8* years from Feb. 8, 1802, 7th Regt, 

Co. B. 
Joseph Joyce, private, 3 years from June 15, 1801, 7th Regt., 

Co. E. 
Jesse L. Lewis, private, 3 years from Juno 16, 1801, 7th Regt., 

Co. B. 
Francis P. Lewis, private, 8 yoars from Fob. 8, 1802, 7th Itogt, 

Co. B. 
Nathan Sherman, Jr., private, 3 years from June 15, 1801, 7th 

Rogt., Co. B. 
Japhot S. Sampson, private, 3 years from June 16, 1801, 7th 

Regt., Co. E. 
Charles Stevens, private, 3 years from Juno 15, 1801, 7th 

Regt., Co. B. 
Lucius Thomas, private, 3 years from 1802, 7th Regt, Co. B. 
William II. Toliuan, private, 3 yoars from 1802, 7th Rogt., Co. B. 
Seth Williamson, private, 3 years from Feb. 8, 1802, 7th Rogt, 

Co. B. 
James C. Phillips, private, 3 years from June, 1801, 11th Regt, 

Co. A. 
Benjamin II. Manning, captain, 3 years from July 20, 1801, 18th 

Regt., Co. Q. 
Bdwin R. Merry, oorporal, 3 years from July 20, 1801, 18th 

Regt, Co. U. 
Anson Hatch, teamster, 3 years from July 20, 1801, 18th Regt., 

Co. Q. 
Abijah Ewell, private, 3 yo4vrs from July 28, 1801, 18th Regt, 

Co. 0. 
Oilman Mitchell, private, 3 yoars from July 20, 1801, 18th 

Regt, Co. Q. 
William W. Randall, privaU, 3 years from July 20, 1801, 18th 

Regt., Cu. Q. 
Daniel Stetson, private, 3 years from July 20, 1801, 18th Regt, 

Co. G. 
Fletcher Webster, colonel, 3 years from June 24, 1801, 12th 

Regt 
Charles Tulmun, private, 3 yoars from March 12, 1801, Mth 

Regt. 
Silas W. Carver, private, 3 years from Sept 0, 1801, 3d Mass. 

Batt 
Lucius E. Chandler, private, 3 years from 1801, 22d Regt 
Francis A. Corlew, oorporal, 3 years from Sept 25, 1801, 22d 

Regt., Co. I. 
George Atwell, priviito, 3 years from Oct. U, 1801, 2:)d Ucgt, 

Co. M. 
Loroy 8. Donnoy, private, 3 years from Oct. 9, 18C1, 23U Ucgt 
Justin A. Carver, private, 3 yoars from Out. 'I'.i, 1861, 24lh 

Regt, Co. C. 
Judson Kwoll, luiisioiaii, 3 yours from Jan. 27, 1802, 2(1 1). C. 

Vols. 
Henry P. Oakman, sergeant, 3 years from Aug. 12, 1862, 38th 

llogt., Co. K. 
Samuel J. Ross, corporal, 3 yoars from Aug. 12, 1802, 38th 



Bdwin Atwell, private, 8 yean from Aug. 12, 180S, Mth Regt., 

Co. K. 
Robert Ames, private, 8 years firom Ang. 12, 1802, SStli liogt» 

Co. K. 
William J. Baker, privaU, 8 yoars from Ang. It, 1802, 88Ui 

R^t, Co. K. 
Levi W. Bailey, private, 8 yean fhim Ang. 12, 186S, 88th limgL, 

Co.K. 
Edwin F. Damon, private, 3 years from Aug. 21, 1882, 38ih 

Regt, Co. K. 
Turner Bwell, Jr., private, 8 years from Ang. 12, 1882, 38ih 

Regt., Co. K. 
James W. Fish, private, 8 years from Aug. 12, 1882, S8ih R^gi., 

Co.K. 
Seth 0. Fitts, private, 8 years from Aug. 12, 1882, 38th Regt., 

Co.K. 
James Green, private, 8 yean from Ang. 12, 1882, 38ih Rcft.^ 

Co.K. 
Albert Holmes, private, 3 yean from Aug. 12, 1862,38th liegt.* 

Co.K. 
Albion Hatch, private, 8 yean from Aug. 12, 1802, 88th Regt., 

Co. K. 
Israel H. Hatch, private, 3 yean from Aug. 12, 1802, 38th Itegt^ 

Co.K. 
Andrew W. Hatch, private, 3. years from Aug. 12, 1882, 38th 

Regt., Co. K. 
Charles P. Ilatoh, private, 8 yean fVom Ang. 12, 1882, S8th 

.Regt., Co. K. 
Wilbur F. Harrington, private, 3 yean from Aug. 12, 1882, 

38th Uogt, Co. K. 
Charles A. Nichols, private, 3 years from Aug. 12, 1882, S8th 

Rogt, (/o. K. 
Charles W. Osborn, private, 8 yean from Aug. 12, 1882, 88th 

' Regt., Co. K. 
Charles F. Perry, private, 8 yeare from Ang. 12, 1882, S8th 

Regt., Co. K. 
David T. Phillips, private, 8 yean flrom Ang. 12, 1882, 88th 

Regt., Co. K. 
Kroeman A. Ramsdell, private, 3 yoars from Aug. 12, 1882, 38th 

Rogt, Co. K. 
Martin Ramsdell, Jr., private, 3 yean from Aug. 12, 1882,S8th 

Rogt, (?o. K. 
Josiali C. Stoddard, private, 3 yean from Ang. 12, 1802, 88th 

Regt, Co. K. 
Joseph W. Ciift, surgeon, 3 yean from July 18, 1802. 
Franklin J. Manning, lieutenant, 3 yean from Aug. SI, 188S, 

40th Regt, Co. I. 
T. Corrvggio Brown, private, 3yeiira from Maroh 20, 1804, 58tli 

Kugt, Co. 11. 
Molvin Kwoll, private, 3 years from Maroh 10, 1801, 67th 

Regt, Co. K. 
Frederick 11. Ewell, private, 3 yean from Maroh 10, 1804, 67th 

Regt., Co. K. 
J. Alonto Ewell, private, 3 yean from Maroh 10, 1804, 67th 

Ucgt, Co. K. 
Lyumii Pitts, private, 3 yoars from March 10, 1804, 57th Hogt, 

Co. K. 
Joseph 10. Williuiiison, private, 3 yoars from January, 18G1. 
Andrew L. Dauion, carpenter (trans, to navy), June 0, 1804, 

JHt II. Art 
(!hinuli ('. Laphani, |»rivatc, l\ years frum Feb. 21, 18C4, 3d 

Muss. Cav. 
Alfred W. Stmlilanl, private, 3 years from Sept. 25, 1801, 22d 

Roj^t., Co. C. 
Henry 11. Ronney, sergeant, 3 yoars from Doc. 25, 1803, 7th 
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Jlimm Riitterfiolil, Jr., priTftt«s, 3 jrean. 

Henry Tohnan, ftorgonnl, .t joars from Dee. 26, 18A3, 7th Kogt.| 

Co. K. 
Ethan A. Kandall, prirate, 3 years from Deo. 25, 1863, 7ih 

Kegt., Co. E. 
Joh L. E\rell, corporal, 3 years from Deo. 25, 1863, 7th Uegt., 

Co. K. 
Allen Wright, corporal, 3 years from Feb. 11, 186^i, 7th Uegt., 

Co. E. 
Qeorge E. Croiwley, private, 3 years from Deo. 25, 1863, 7th 

llegt., Co. E. 
Davirl Church, prirnto, 3 yenrs from Doe. 25, 1863, 7th Rogt., 

Co. E. 
Charles Toliniin, ffcrgoant, 3 years from May, 1864, 1st II. Art. 
Francis A. Corlow, corporal, 3 years from Jon. 1, 1864, 32d 

Uegt.. Co. I. 
Josinh Thomas, private, 3 years from June 1, 186.% 43d Rogt., 

Co. F. 
Judffon Kwoll, musician, 3 years from March 23, 1 86-1, 2(1 1). C. 

Vols. 
Ed IT in Curtis, sergcnnt, 3 years from Jan. 1, 1864, 58tb Regt., 

Co. II. 
Edward H. Davis, captain, 3 years from Dec. 25, 1864, 2d H. 

Art. 
Alfred W. Stoddard, private, 3 years from Feb. 1, 1864, 22d 

Regt., Co. C. 

In addition to tlie above list, a sufficient number 
of men in the nnvy and ofnun-rcstdent recruits were 
credited to the town to make the whole number of 
credits during the war two hundred and ten, to 
whom the whole amount of bounties paid was twenty- 
four thouRand four hundred and sixty-five dollars. 
Of this sum, fifteen thousand four hundred and fifly 
dollars won^ )):iid to residents of the (own and nine 
thousand and fifteen dollars to non-residents. This 
record of the war is creditable to Marshfield, and 
fully ju.stifics the following resolves prepared by 
Nathaniel II. Whiting, and adopted by the town on 
the22dof July,18G2: 

" Jienolvtd, That in the dark and troubled night which sur- 
roundi4 us we chcrt.<h with a deeper love and more exalto<l pa- 
(riotiyin the nolilc Hciiliuicnt prnolnimcd in that early conflict 
witli tho spirit of (iif>9ro5ion on the floor of tlio Amoricnn Sonalo 
by our grnit st:it<t8iiinn, now rlcoping in our midst by llio sea ho 
lovotl no well, — * Iiil)orty nnd Union, now and forever, ono and 
iii?rpnial»le !' 

" Renolrrdt That, in defence of thif sentiment, we will stand 
by tiio Government to the extent of our last dollar and our Innt 
tiinii, prcfrrrini; to ItMivo for tlioHo who shall come after us a 
wil(b'rnc>^8 like that our fallicrs found when they siiiled into 
yonder buy, nnd lauded on Plymouth Hock, rather than that 
this inonstroiis rebellion nliall prevail." 

The following Marshfield men were either wounded 
or died in the service: 

llobnl Aiue!«. <rKMl at 1?iiton U«)ii;;o .liino 21, ISfi.l. 
Levi W. Dniloy. woumled at Winchester Sept. I'J, IRfil. 
Lucius L. Ilonney, died at Raleigh, N. C, of disca.so. May 15, 

LSCkS. 
lliniui iSuttorliold, .fr.. died of discuFe. 
.Iiistin A. Ciirver, wounded at Nowbcrn INIarcb 4, 1802. 
i):ivi<l Clinrcb. kitted in luittle iSIav 0, 1801. 
<'bnrlc.«< W. Cobbett, died at hoppital Aug. 5, IBOJi. 



Edmund Grossley, woandod at Gold llarbor Jane 2, 1864, and 

died in Washington June 30, 1864. 
Edwin Gartis, woandcd June 13, died Jane 19, 1864. 
Job L. Bwell, woandod May 6, 1864, died at Alexandria Jane 

5, 1864. 
Samuel II. Ewell, died in Washington Oet. 1, 1862. 
Turner Kweil, Jr., died at St. Louis Oct. 16, 1863. 
James W. Fish, died at Savannah June 14, 1865. 
S. Nelson Gardner, died at Newborn Jane 4, 1863. 
Wilbur F. Harrington, died at New Orleans June 10, 1863. 
Andrew W. Ilatoh, died at New Orleans June 4, 1863. 
Joseph Joyee, diseh. Sept. 8, 1862,: died of disease oontraoted 

in the service Oct. 14, 1862. • 

Ilirani A. Oakman, wounded May 3, 1863, at Frederioksburg. 
Freeman A. Ramsdoll, died at New Orleans June 4, 1863. 
William W. Randall, wounded in 1862. 
Josiah G. Stoddard, died at Stuart's Hospital, Baltimore, Nov. 

10, 1862. 
Josiah Thomas, died of dhtoaso Doo. 3, 1864. 
Fletcher Webster, killed at Bull Run Aug. 30,1862. 
Joseph B. Williamson, died in hos|>ital May 20, 1864. 
James A. Wright, died at Newborn May 7, 1863. 

In 1866, the farmers of Marshfield, desirous of 
promoting the interests of agricalture in the town and 
neighborhood, organized the '* Marshfield Agricultural 
and Horticultural Society," having for some time pre- 
viously enjoyed the benefits of an organization called 
the ** Marshfield Farmers* Club." The society was in- 
corporated by the Legislature in 1867, and made its 
first annual report in 1868. It then had three hundred 
and thirty-seven members, and without any indebted- 
ne88, held property valued at two thousand two hun- 
dred and sixty-one dollars. Its first roll of oflioers 
included George M. Baker, president; Levi Walker, 
vice-president; John Baker, secretary ; Warren Kent, 
auditor, and Luther Thomas, Constant Oakman, 
Frank P. Arnold, Stephen Henry, Charles T. Hatch, 
Charles P. Wright, Joseph 0. Cole, Jonathan S. 
Ford, Bailey Chandler, James S. Bates, and Hiram 
Randall, directors. The successful issue of the fair 
of liS68 induced the society to erect a commodious 
building for dining and exhibition purposes, which, 
when approaching completion, was demolished by a 
severe gale in September, 1860. An increasing in- 
terest in its purposes, however, enabled the society 
without distress to erect a new building, and since 
that time its annual fairs have abundantly justified 
the expectations of its projectors. According to the 
last report, 

Tlio total reccipU«» for the year were $1,972.20 

DiHiiiiifioinents, iiiclndiiig improvcmontA of 

building and groiiiMlD 2,717.12 

Indt'btt'dncps of the i«ooiety wns 6.051.96 

Valuoof real cstute 11,800.02 

Vnlne of personal csUitc 8,147.71 

McMibcrsliip 000 

The proseiit officers of the society are George M. 
Baker, of Marahlicld, president; Francis P. Arnold 
and Kdwin Reed, of Marshfield, vice-presidents; 
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Francis Collamore, of Pembroke, seoretary and treas- 
urer ; Albert T. Sprague, of Mamhfteld, auditor, and 
Frank Ford, George L. PcterHon, Chorlca A. Walker, 
and Barker Spraguc, of Muriih field, Bailey Chandler, 
Joaephus Dawes, and Thomas Alden, of Duzbury, 
Hiram Randall and J. Dean Bonney, of Pembroke, 
James W. Sampson, of South Suituato, and Charles 
0. Ellms, of Scituate, directors. 

This sketch of Marshfield, even as limited as it must 
be, would be conspicuously wanting in oompleteness 
without some allusion to its church history. It has 
already been stated that the first church was organ- 
ized in 1632. It is probable that in the earliest days 
of the church, Edward Winslow acted in some ca- 
pacity akin U) a teaching elder. At a later day, be- 
fore 1640, it is to be presumed from intimations on 
the records that Nehomiah Smyth was its acting min- 
ister. After the incorporation of the tiiwn, in 1640, 
the town and the parish were identical until 1738, 
when the Second Church or Parish was incorporated. 
In 1641, Rev. Richard Blinman emigrated to New 
England from Wales, and settled in Marshfield, where 
he ofliciutcd either as a settled minister oracling pas- 
tor, soon removing to Gloucester, where he remained 
until 1618, when he removed to New London, and 
from there, in 1 658, to New Haven, whence he returned 
to England, and died in Bristol nt an advanced age. 

In 1642, Rev. Edward Bulkley was ordained, and 
continued his services as pastor of the church until 
about 1656, afler which he was settled in Concord, 
and died in Chelmsford in 1696. He was a son of 
Rev. Peter Bulkley, and grandson of Rev. Edward 
Bulkley, both of whom had enjoyed settlements in 
England. Rev. Peter Bulkley, afler twenty-one 
years' service at Woodhill, was silenced for his non- 
conformity, and came to New England in 1635. In 
1686 he was settled in Concord, where ho remained 
until his death, in 1659. Until the closeof the min- 
istry of Mr. Bulkley the meeting-house stood on or 
immediately north of the acre of ground now inclosed 
and known as the ^* old burial-ground." It was a 
thatched building and undoubtedly rude in its con- 
struction. In 1657 a new meeting-house was built 
on the site of the present meeting-house of the First 
Parish, two miles further north, to meet the conve- 
nience of n population which had gradually spread in 
that direction. But notwithstanding the removal of 
the meeting-house from its old site, the old hurial- 
<^rouiid continued to be the only burial-place uniil 
February, 1721. No more interesting .spot connected 
with the early history of New England can be found 
than this hallowed ground in which so many of the 
early settlers were buried. Here lies William Thomas, 



who died in August, 1651. Here lies SoBanoa Wins- 
low, who came in the '* Mayflower," tho wife of Wil- 
liam White, and afterwards of Edward Wiualow, wlio 
died in October, 1680. Here lies, too, Oovonior Jo- 
siah Winslow, the first Daiive-born Qoveriiur, who 
died Dec. 18, 1680, and was buried on the 23d at the 
expense of the colony in token of its esteem and affec- 
tion. And here lies Peregrine White, the first bom 
in New England, who died on the 20th of July, 1704. 
And here also were deposited the remains of Rev. 
Samuel Arnold, the sucoeesor of Mr. Bulkley in the 
church, who died on the 8d of Scptcmhcr, 1G9H; of 
Rev. Edward Tompson, the suoocssor of Mr. Arnold, 
who died on tho 16th of March, 1705; and of Rev. 
James Gardner, tho sucooiisor of Mr. Tom|)Hoii, who 
died in 1739. The ground remained uniiicloeed 
until 1851. In that year n fair was hold hy the 
ladies of Marshfield, in tho Winslow houae, and sufli- 
cient funds were raised to erect the iron fence which 
now surrounds the grounds. In connection with the 
fair Miss Marcia A. Thomas published the *^ Memo- 
rials of Marshfield,*' and proposed to devote the 
profits arising from tho liook to tho erection in the 
** old burial-ground" of a monument to the uicmory 
of the first settlers of **Qreen*8 Harbor.** Thcfio 
profits, to which were added contributions from John 
Barstow, of Providence, George P. Ilayward, of Boa- 
ton, and Mrs. Sigourney, were deposited in the Plym- 
outh Savings-Bank,and the depoeit, with its aocama- 
lations, has enabled Miss Sarah Thomas, the surviving 
sister of Marcia, to consummate the original plan, and 
within the last year to erect a handsome granite aCruc* 
ture as originally intended. 

In IG57, liev. Samuel Arnold removed to Manh- 
field from Yarmouth and became the settled minister. 
After the death of Mr. Arnold, in 1693, Rev. Thomas 
Weld received n call to become pastor, but declined. 
In 160(1, Ilev. Edward Tompson, of Braintree, a jj^nid- 
uat<s of Harvard in 1684, wasonlaincd and etmlinucil 
in the pastorate until his death, March 16, 1705. In 
170G a third meeting-house was erected on the site 
of the second, and Rev. James Gardner, a Scotchman, 
was ordained March 14, 1707, and remained con- 
nected with the church until his death, in 1739. 
During the pastorate of Mr. Gardner, in 1738, tho 
Second Congregational Society was incorporateil in the 
nortii {):u-t of the town. Ah early as 1713 an informal 
organization had been formed, but in the year named 
an act of incorporation was obtained and a mocting- 
I house huill, which (he people in the south part of the 
town within the limits of the old parish denominated 
the " Chapel of Ease." 

Following now the history of the seccmd society, the 
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incrciisiii}; |>opiilntion in the north part of tho town 
soon rcfiiiired incro:i8cd acooniniodntions, and in 1*755 
an addition was made to its meeting-house by cutting 
tlio church asunder and inserting a piece of twelve 
feet in length. In the year 1793 a belfry was added, 
and occupied by a bell presented by Gapt. Amos 
liogors. In 182G the old uiocting-houRo Wiis taken 
down, and a now one erected. In 1848 the now 
meeting-house was remodeled afler plana furnished by 
Isaiah Rogers, late chief of the Architectural Bureau 
at Washington. Afler the incorporation of the so- 
ciety Rev. Mr. Bryant first officiated in this church, 
supplying the pulpit for a year. Ho was followed by 
Rov. Athcrttm Wales, a gmduate of Harvard in I72fi, 
wli(»Hi^ ministry oxttMidcd over a |)crio<1 of ni(»rc than 
fifty years. Mr. Wales was followed by Rev. Elijah 
Leonard, who was denominated in his theology an 
Arminian Trinitarian Congregational ist. He ex- 
changed at first with Calvinists and Unitarians, but 
finally committed himself conclusively to the doctrines 
of the Unitarian body. His pastorate continued 
through a pcrioil of forty-eight years. After his 
death Rev. Jiukc A. Spoflbrd supplied the pulpit in 
18i-^3 for a year, at which time the church was nearly 
equally divided between those of tho old and those of 
the new faith. As, however, in the old church the 
evangelical portion of the congregation prevailed, so 
here the liberal wing predominated, and Rev. George 
JiConard was settled, whose ministry continued more 
than twenty-five years. As a result of this action a 
iu>w Hoeiety was organi'/(}d in IHKf) und(;r the name of 
the Second Congregational Trinitarian Society. The 
pulpit of this society was supplied during the first year, 
from March, 1835, to June, 1836, by Rev. Eli Smith. 
Rev. Elbridge G. Howe followed as pastor from July, 
183G, to Aug. 10, 1838, and Rev. Daniel D. Tappan 
from June, 1831), to June, 1851. U(;v. Sumner 
Clark succeeded from October, 1851, to January, 
1855, and Rev. Frederick A. Fiske from November, 
1854, to July, 1858. Rev. Daniel D. Tappan sup- 
plied the pulpit again from October, 1859, to June, 
18()5, Rov. iiutlier Farnham during the winter and 
.summer of 1865-00, and Rev. F. F. Williams from 
1800 to 180y. In 1870, Rev. James C. Soajzravc 
bccanio pastor and continued until 1874, and was fol- 
lowed by Rov. William H. Cutter, whose pastorate 
extended from 1874 to 1878. Rev. William C. Wood 
supplied tho pulpit from 1878 to 1880, Rev. S. E. 
linno from 1881 to 1883, and in January, 1881, Itov, 
Sniilli n. (joodciiow, tlu^ pnwMit iiKMiuiltont , wjih sol- 
tlod. Tlio prosont pjistor «»l' the SoimukI Church, (Voni 
wliicli tho Sooond C<»n,u;rogational Trinitarian Sooioty 
seceded, is the Rev. Nathaniel Sever. 



An interesting incident in the history of tho Second 
Congregational Society was the formation of a mili- 
tary company within its limits during the Revolution, 
and its records contain the proceedings during the war 
of ** the North Precinct and Company of Militia.'* 

Returning now to the First Parish, its fitlh pastor 
was Rov. Samuel Hill, a native of Maiden, and a 
graduate of Harvard in the class of 1735. He was 
ordained on tho 16th of July, 1740. During the 
pastorate of Mr. Hill, a now parsonage was built in 
1740, and is still standing, though not used for the 
purpose for which it was erected. Afler a term of 
nearly twelve years the pastorate of Mr. Hill closed, 
and Rev. Joseph Orcen, a graduate of Harvard in 
174(>, was settled Fob. 21, 175:]. In 1758, during 
the pastorate of Mr. Oreen, a new meeting-house was 
built on the site of the old one. In 1759 he closed 
a six-years* ministry, and was succeeded Sept. 5, 1759, 
by Rev. Thomas Brown^^a graduate of Harvard in . 
1752. Mr. Brown terminated his ministry Nov. 1, 
1703, and was followed by Rev. \yilliam Shaw, a 
native of Bridgowator, and a graduate of Harvard in 
1702, who was ordained April 2, 170G. During tho 
pastorate of Mr. Shaw, a Baptist society was organ- 
ised in Marsh field, a movement in that direction 
having begun in 1773. In 1734, however. Elder 
Elisha Callendan, pastor of the First Baptist Church 
in Boston, baptized six persons; and in 1736 and 
1748, still others were baptised by Boston pastors. 
In 1773, Rev. Isaac Backus, of Middlcboro', per- 
formed some missionary labors, and wrote in his 
diary concerning his success as follows : ^^ Deacon 
Josiah Eames and his wife, Thomas Eames and 
his wife, David Thomas, Jr., and his wife, Thomas 
Joyce and his wife, and some others seem not only 
to be convinced that the parish worship is very cor- 
rupt, but also that the Baptist principles are right ; 
were very thankful for my coming, and there is 
a hopeful prospect of an agreeable society being 
formed there.'* The next year Rev. Asa Hunt, 
of Middleboro', preached in Marsh field for a short 
season, again in 1781, and again in 1780. In 1788 
a Baptist society was formed at the house of Jona- 
than Joyce, now the house of Hewett Simmons, and 
a mootiug-house was built in the westerly part of the 
town, and in 171)8 the Baptist religious society of 
Marslificld was incorporated. The constituent mem- 
bers were Thomjis Joyce, Lucy Joyce, Zenas Thoma-s, 
Abigail Thonuis, Tchabod Sherman, Rebecca Chaso, 
Abigail Jnyi;o, Mary Curtis, llaoliol Jjiyco, Prinoo 
Hatch, William Curtis, Lydia Foord, Zacehcus Lani- 
bort,and Vaslili Bryant. In I8r)0 the niccting-house 
was remodeled and enlarged. The old house was 
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moved round and back, an addition made to its rear, 
a spire erected, and occupied by a bell presented by 
Henry R. Glover, of Boston, and the new Rtruolun* 
was dedicated Jan. 1, 1851, the liev. W. F. Stub- 
bert, of Abington, preaching the dedication sermon 
from Psalms Izxxiv. 1. In 1882 about twelve acres 
of land adjoining the meetinghouse grounds, with u 
small dwelling-house, were purchased and given to 
the society by one of its members, and the next year 
the house was enlarged and renovated and fitted for 
a parsonage. In 1826 the church voted to consider 
itself as exiuting in three branches, one worshiping 
in the old meeting-house, one in a school-house in 
Duxbury, and one in a newly-erected meetinghouse 
in North Marshfield. In 1833 the last branch be- 
came an independent society. In consequence of 
this new organization the old society was greatly 
weakened, and its members were reduced from one 
hundred and twenty-eight members, in 1829, to forty 
members in 1837. Previously to this separation 
several colonies had swarmed away from this church. 
In 1806 seventeen members were dismissed to form 
a Baptist Church in Hanover, and in 1825 nine 
were dismis.sed to form the Baptist Church in Scit- 
uato. 

The church has never been favored with lung pas- 
torates, and for a considerable portion of its career 
has depended on neighboring ministers or Newton 
students for occasional and brief supplies. The or- 
dained ministers who have served the longest are 
Joseph Butterfield, who began preaching in 17!)1 ; 
Barnabas Perkins, 1803; Thomas Conant, 1811 ; 
Benjamin Putnam, 1829; William W. Hall, 1831 ; 
E. a. Sears, 1839 ; Samuel Glover, 1841 ; A. E. Bat- 
telle, 1852; J. H. Seaver, 1855; S. Howe, 1856; 
D. B. Ford, 1864; S. A. Cole, 1877; J. H. Wells, 
1879; J. N. Studley, 1881. "Father" Conant, as 
he was familiarly called, served the church in all 
more than sixteen years, giving for the most part, 
however, but three-fourths of his time to this church. 
Four of the above-named pastors (Messrs. Butter- 
field, Hall, Battelle, and Cole) were ordained over the 
church. In 1812, on the 12th of April, the church 
licensed one of its members, afler having "improved 
before the church," to preach the gospel, the lately- 
deceased Dr. Aaron Perkins, whose remarkable con- 
version and success in the ministry are narrated in 
Father Conant's autobiography. 

The following members have served as deacons of 
the church : Thomas Joyce, appointed probably in 
1788 ; Aaron Sherman and Ebenczcr Sherman, 1812 ; 
William Eames, 1822; John Collamore, 1827; 
Charles Bailey, 1839 ; Ambrose Magoun and Amos 



Sherman, 1852; Charles Barstow, 1874 ; and Albert 
Joyce, 1882. 

In early times the church had rreqiiciii ciecaiiiion 
for discipline, arising from tho then pruvalont liabii 
of drinking. In the beginning of Futlier Coiuiiit't 
pastorate especially, several of the most influential 
members were excluded from the church for the ^* loo 
free use of spirituous liquors." In 1823 an article, 
prepared by Dr. Charles Macoraber, wna nddtHl to the 
covenant of the church, pledging its lucuibem lo 
" consider themselves a Society for the aupprcHttion of 
intemperance and other vices, and for amelioration of 
the condition of mankind." Of this society Christ 
was considered as the president, and the pastor was 
made t'X officio vice-president. It is worthy, Uhk of 
note, that the covenant adopted by the church in 
1788 had a clause in it against '* spending time idly 
at taverns and ale-houses." In the cause of temper- 
ance the church, now flourishing under the pastorate 
of llev. J. N. Studley, has always from its earliest 
organization been aptive and efficient. 

The Second Baptist Society, alluded to aboye, 
built a meeting-house in ]82(i, and May 8, 1833, 
was organized with forty-nine nienil>ors as the North 
Baptist Church of Marsh field. Of i\\i*m\ moni- 
bers only two are now living. At tho time of* the 
organization S. liipley was ordained as pastor^.and 
served three years and six months. Lincoln Damon, 
Hatch Tilden, and William Pjames were choaen 
deacons. Af>er the death of Mr. Tilden, in 1801, 
Nathaniel Damon was chosen in his place. K. Q. 
Sears succeeded Mr. liipluy as pastor, and was or- 
dained March 20, ]8;iU, remaining two years in tlio 
pastorate. In April, 1841, Mr. Ripley became pastor 
for the second time, and remained two years, llev. C. 
T. Tucker was ordained June 14, 1849, and remained 
until November, 1853, and was followed by S. Cutler, 
who was pastor from April, 1854, to August, 1857. 
In April, 1851), N. Chapman became pastor, remain- 
ing two years, and was succeeded by J. Davis, who 
began to preach in April, 1861, was ordained June 
11, 1863, and continued his pastorate five years and 
six months. In September, 1869, B. W. Gardner 
became pastor, and romaineil until his dt'ath, cFuly l> 
1874, since which time the church has had no settled 
minister, the pulpit having been supplied by various 
ministers, among whom have been 0. L. Leonard, II. 
Morrow, A. J. Stevens, William P. Bartlott, and S. 
P. Pendleton, the last of whom has the prescMic charge. 
During the pastorate of Mr. Shaw another society 
was incorporated June 9, 1790, by an act of the 
General Court, which provided that '* Sylvanus White, 
John White, and Ephraim Little, church wardens. 
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and Noah Hatch, Thomas Little, and James Little, 
vc»sl.ryuion, with other pniprictors of Trinity Church 
in Marshficid, be incorporated under the name of the 
Episcopal Protestant Society in MarshBeld." Trinity 
Church hud been an old or^nization, and the act of 
1790 provided really for little more than a change of 
name. This society no longer worships within the 
limits of MarshGcld ; its church building has been 
disposed of and its members are merged in the Epis- 
copal Church at Hanover. 

Before returning again to the First Church it will 
be as well to complete the list of churches which at 
various times have been organized in the town. Not 
many years sinw!, a Wcsleyan Methodist Sw^ioty was 
fornuMl and hnilt a chapel, which, since the dishiind- 
mcnt of the society, has been owned by the Agricul- 
tural Society, and is used by that organization in con- 
nection with its fair and general business. In 1813 
a Methodist Episcopal Society was formed, which 
continued as a branch of the Scituato Methodist dis- 
trict nnlil 1<S2 1, when it creeled a ])lace of worship 
nciir the central part of the town, which in 1854 pive 
place to the present structure. The following is a 
complete list of the ministers who since 1830 have 
been connected with its pastorate : 

1S52. II. P. Fnrrington. 
1855. Bonjnmin K. Bosworth. 
1857. Rnhort (loiild. 
ISA!!. Tlioiiinn (?. Pnai. 
1800. Lnwtoii Cody. 
1802. Frnnklin Soani. 
1804. .lofliah C. Alton. 



1830. Lewis Janson. 

1831. Charles U. McReading. 

1832. Mark Staplon. ' 

1833. Itonjaiiiiii Kolth. 
1831. A. D. Kaatorbrook. 
1835. Willinin Hnni8<lcll. 

1837. Kiioch Hoadloy. 

1838. Eiiflba B. Bradford. 

1839. Samuel Palmer. 
1841. Ilonry Mayo. 

1843. Dixon Stebbins. 

1844. Willinm Leonard. 

1845. 0. Robbing. 
1810. Loy.irn Picrco. 
1818. John B. Gould. 
18h). Sainuid Bcodlo. 
ISfiO. TlioiniiM 1). niako. 
1851. Theodore B. Ournoy. 



1800. Benjamin F. Pease. 
1807. Joseph C. Cromaok. 

1869. Charles S. Morse. 

1870. Nelson W. Cbnse. 

1871. Benjamin K. Bosworth. 
1873. James II. Humphries. 
1871. Daniol M. Ilti)(ors. 
1870. John H. Allen. 

187U. Frederick A. Crafts. 
ISSl. John F. Shoni«dd. 



The ministry of Rev. Mr. Shaw in the First 
Church closed with his death, July 1, 181G, at 
the age of seventy -six years, after fifty years* ser- 
vice. It was duriiij; his njinistry that the Uni- 
tarian niovonicnt began, and, though perhaps not an 
avowed Unitarian, his preaching and influence were 
in the direction of Unitarian views, and his clerical 
jLsaociates wore largely members of the Unitarian 
body. It is undoubtedly also true that more liberal 
tlieolo«;ic:il viows j)orincnt<*d, nndiM' his insf rnctions, 
the minds of his congregation. It is (|uilc evident 
that a decisive comse of action, either on the part of 
Mr. Shaw or of his successor, would have carried 



this old church of the Pilgrims over the Orthodox 
line into the newer faith. On tho 29th of January, 
1817, Rev. Martin Parris, a native of Halifax, and a 
graduate of Brown University in 1790, was ordained 
as the ninth pastor of the church. Tho character of 
his (udination and tho theological complexion of its 
participants attest the attitude of both Mr. Parris 
and the people. Of the nine churches taking part in 
the ordaining council, seven were either then or ailor- 
wards became Unitarian, and only two were Orthodox. 
Of the clergymen who took part in the exercises, 
Zephaniah Willis, of Kingston, who preached the 
sermon, James Kendall, of Plymouth, who made the 
consecrating prayer, John Allyne, of Duxbury, who 
gave the? ehargn, and Klijali Jjoonard, of Marsh field, 
who gave the right hand of fellowship, were Unitarians, 
and Nehemiah Thomas, who made the introductory 
prayer, and Abel Richmond, who made the concluding 
prayer, were Orthodox. Neither pastor nor people, how- 
ever, long pursued this uncertain and doubtful course. 
The current of the pastor's mind ran in harmony with 
that of the ininds of his congregation, and the cur- 
rent of their minds ran in harmony with his. Some 
years before the close of his ministry, which occurred 
in 1G36, both pastor and people somewhat retraced 
their steps, and since that time the old church has 
l}een definitely settled in its place as a member of the 
orthodox body. Mr. Parris retired from Marshfield 
to Kingston, and there died, Nov. 15, 1839, at tho 
age of seventy-three. 

Before the successor of Mr. Parris was selected, 
the condition of the church rendered it necessary to 
establish definitely its theological position. Twenty 
candidates were heard, some Unitarian and some Or- 
thodox, but finally the evangelical elements of the 
society prevailed, and Mr. Seneca White, a native of 
Sutton and a graduate of Dartmouth College in 1818, 
was inst:dled on the 8th of August, 1838. Mr. 
White had been previously settled seven yeara in 
Bath and five years in Wiscasset, Maine, and mar- 
ried Elizabeth S. Winslow, daughter of John and 
granddaughter of Dr. Isaac Winslow, of Marshfield. 
Previous to his settlement the present house of wor- 
ship was erected, and the dedicatory and installing 
services were mingled. The names of the clergymen 
who took part on the occasion — Lucius Aldcn, Rich- 
ard S. Storrs, Elijah Dexter, Martin Parris, Martin 
Moore, Paul Couch, and E. G. Howe — suggest the 
evangelical stand the church had now determined to 
tak(\ Tlic ministry of Mr. White, thon;;h useful, 
was short, and terminated on the Ist of May, 18 17. 
Ai'iv.v his n'tircment, necessitated by protracted ill 
hcallh, he lived for a time in Marshfield, and after- 



1166 



HISTORY OF PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 



trftrda in Anihcrei, N. H. Be died in tlie lal[«r place 
Jkn. 11, 1 865, and was buried in tlie "old buiiiil- 
ground" in the Torroer, Bfiiong (he graves of the an- 
CcsCora of his wife. 

Tlio elovonlU piistor of llio uhuroh, Ituv. Kbuncier 
Aldcn, a native o( Randolph and a graduate of Am- 
liurst College In 1839, waa installed Out. 'M, 1850, 
and Btill, in the Tull vigor of uiiddlo life, is uouni>;e- 
ously bearing the burdens and faiifaruUy performing 
ibe duties of liis ministry. He innj well be proud 
of his cunneclion with a obureh whose luiinlain and 
current have been such mariiod fejturoa in the life 
of the Old Colony, and the church may congratulate 
itself that, ai the end of two hundred und filly yeara, 
ita dignity is eustainod and ita prosperity and future 
velfaro nro kept uoTiBtantly at heart by one ao worthy 
of a plaeu in the line of ila niiniiilry. 

Before eloiiin^ this liketeh it ia only nccea!^a^y lu 
add such statistics as shall give a general idea of the 
town and the occupations of its people. In 1770 tlia 
population of MarshGcld was 1157, in 1856 it waa 
1876, in 181)5 it was 1809, and by the last State cen- 
auH, 1817, divided into 473 families, <>eeupying ■i^S^ 
dwellings, while 123 dwellings were unoMiupied. Of 
this popiilatiun 522 woro burn out of Inwn, ^3 were 
engaged in guvernincnt und proI'iMaional work, 532 iti 
domestic lobora, 77 in trade and transportation, 21Q 
in agriculture and fishing, 313 in manufactures and 
mechanical work, i were roinistera, 2 physicians, 2 
teachers, 7 clerks, 6 were iu express buaineas, 2 were 
master mariners, 12 were Bailors, 37 mereliants, IG5 
farmers, 9 blacksmiiliH, 15 boulmakera, 54 Darpeiilera, 
7 painters, 114 ehoetnukers, 14 ship-carpentera. 

Within the Inst tew years the prosperity of the 
town has been somewhat enhanced by the oonatruc- 
tion of the railroad connecting it with Boston and 
Plymouth and by the settlement of aummer residcnia 
which has been gradually extending along its ahorus. 
To the furmor otitcrpriso tho town, in its cnrpumte 
capacity, subscribed sevcnty-Gve thousand dollars, and 
afYerwarda sold its interest in the road to the Old 
Colony and Newport Uailroad corporation for tho 
sum of five thousand dollars. Tor the extinguish- 
ment of the debt u sinking-fund has been estublit<licd 
which is increased annually by an appropriation of 
ihe town, and which Feb. 20, 1SS4, amounted to 
$13,551.18. While the future luuierial prosperity of 
the town has been assured, the antiquary and IiLstorian 
will ever turn to it with a deep und increasing interest. 






BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

REV. OEiORaK LBONAUD. 

Uov. Oflurge Ijoonard is a lineal detMxiii<liiut iif 
James Leonard, one of two brothere who oamo to 
Amerieii in the early days of tho colony from I'oii- 
tjpool. County of Monmouth, Wales. This Jatnes 
Leonard was connected with the first iron forges 
erected in America. Both in Europe and Amorica 
llie Ijeouurds have for centuries been pruininiMit in 
the iron business, and they were intercalvd in most, 
if not all, of the iron -work a established in America 
during tho first century of its ciTilisaliun. 

The family are descended through two lim 
Kdward III. of Knghind, through two of his 
John of Oaunt, Duko of liuncaster, and ' 
I'laiiiagenet, Duke of Qloucusiur. In Auieric 
of the nienibera have risen to prominence in 
walks in life, and they are noted for their frankness, 
honesty, unpretentious Uvea, and their hatred of nil 
shams and hypocrisies. Jamea Jjaonard and his sons 
often traded with the Indiana, and were on such j^ind 
l^rmawith them that when war broke uiit King I'liiliji 
gave special instrnotiona to hia men "never tn hnrt 
the Ix^Mninla." Tlioman', ilm miii of Jamus', ■■4iini! 
to this country with hia father when a antall boy, and 
worked with him in the forge. He was a jihyaictan, 
deacon, justiue of the peace, major, town clerk, and 
at one time (1702-13) judge of the Court of Com- 
mon Picas. His fourth son was Deacon Samuel, who 
was a ninn of distinguished ]>iely, ami held the ullieea 
of deacon, captain, and jus^ee of peace. Deaeon Klijali 
was his sun, and resided at Itaynhaui, near tho old 
forge. This Klijah was the father of Iter. Klijah 
Leonard, who graduated at Yale College (178!)'), and 
married, May 13, 17!)2, Molly Wales Fob™, daugh- 
ter of Kev. Dr. Fubes, and settled in the ministry at- 
Marshiield, where he was in active service forty-Svu 
yenra, anil where ho resided till his death. Uu wns 
succeeded iu the ministry hy his sod, Itev. Ocor)^ 
Tieonnrd, whoau poriniit appears in this volume. 
Tho following sketch of Kev. iieorge Leonard is from 
tho pen of Itov. Joseph O^ood, who was hia associatt; 
in the ministry and a lire-long acijuaintanoe. It was 
published in the Gliristmn /tegisler o( Jii[y 21, 1881 : 



leJ fioiii tlila snrlbly soaiis, tbc iinuie uf Qrori* Ltunaril ia 
D iiJilvit, wlio diol III Kiut MurshliDld un Ilm Ulli instaut, in 
eiulily-liiMt jreur uf bis age. lEa nan ngnnlunte of llarvkril 
tgK In tliu oln.' ar 1823, xluilied thcolugj lii Ilia Ciiubridga 
inily Soliovl, ■mi wn« anluhicJ in lS3a «■ pnitor uf tb« 
It Purisli ill Knit Miiribllv1.l, ix auaouwur (i> liii fallivr. 
gr a uiini(tr; ur tnontj-livii yaut, bu ra1im[uiibeii tuIuu- 
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tiirily Mm clinrgo of bin |mri.<«h, nnd witlnlrcw frniit rcKiilnr 
|>roreDKioiinI work, nltliough ho fit titncR preached in his old 
|tiilpit, nMiflted hin brother ininiKtem, nnd till his donth per- 
formed much pnatornl work in the pnri^h. It wiui liin ciiKtom 
nt llio bc);inninp; of ench new year to pre'neh a fieniion to bin 
former )»ari9hionem, in which he reminded them of the events 
nnd chnnge of the bst year, sought to imprera on their minds 
the importnncc of spiritual renlities, nnd exiiorl them to piety 
anil virtue. Borne of these discourses he hnd printed. His 
fiithor's ministry of forty-five years, added to his of twenfy- 
five, mnke seventy years as the length of the pastorate of the 
fnthcr nnd son. 

** Mr. Leonard had elcnrly-dcfined nnd firmly-fixed religious 
convictions, which he was rendy to express nnd defend on every 
proper occasion. He was a strong Unitarinn, a lilteral Chris- 
tian of the old school, lie had no taste for metaphysics, for 
rndical criticism, or for the^dogical S|H)eulations. lie listened 
with patience nnd candor to stntements essentially opposed to 
his views of truth when presented in a reverent and sincere 
wiiy, huf nnythlng like flippnncy, irreverence, or intolerance in 
the trrntinent of what wore to him snore<l snhjects gave him real 
]«ain nnd called forth his indignnnt protest. Having formed 
his opinions of religious truth in the Divinity School, under the 
instruction of the rider llrnry Ware, D.D., and Andrews Norton, 
nnd from the prcnfhing and writings of Channing, and of 
lenders in lihertil religious thought of that time, they fully met 
and siitisfied his inlelie««luiil nnd spiritunl needs, lie accepted 
them aM the working forces of his ministry nnd of his life. 
And they never failed him. lie found them sufiicient for all 
spiritual needs in his pastoral ministrations, and in his own 
heavy personal afflictions and bereavements they were to him 
a sufTicient ground for trust, fnith, submission, and resigna- 
tion. 

** And in the religious views which ho had embraced he found 
all that wiis tii-edl'iil lor pntelieal morality. While in his prtmch- 
iug nnd in his life lin taught nnd eulorce<l nil the common vir- 
tues, and i<how(*d his detestation of all forms of moral evil, ho 
w»s in strong sympnthy with progroFS in morality, if not in 
thoologic'il spcculntions, nnd was deeply interested in the anti 
slavery raovcment, in the temperance reform, in the cause of 
education, nnd in the attempts to withstand the tide of political 
corruption. 

" Those who knew him will long remember his rapid ntter- 
nnoe. his slioit, direct, unadorned, often qunint sentences, his 
prnr|i4-:il wiiy of viewing nnd of spenking of all things, IiIm 
liuMiility, his riicndly feeling, the contidence which he inspired, 
nnd his interest in every goo<i cnuse. 

" Hul ns he udvnnotnl in years ho felt that the time of his 
departure vrixs drawing near, and with firm faith and oheerful 
hope he waite<l patiently for the change to come. 

"In a letter to his son, written on his eightieth birthday, ho 
wrolo: ' I iini this day eighty years old; 1 have arrived to the 
longest period laid down in the Hiblo ns the age of man. 
There is but little for me ta look forwanl to in this world. I 
ln»jie for a belter world to eoiiie. I have been favorctl beyond 
tlic great niajorily of innnkind with long life, nnd for this bless- 
ing I have reason to be thankful to a kind Provi<Ionco.' After 
sumo remiiiiscenee.s of bis paht life nnd a spccilicntion of *tlio 
blessingts wbicli (Jod, in h\» goodness, had given him,' bo con- 
tinued: 'And now, on my eightieth birllidny, I can sny that I 
was 8e«r«'ely ever sick in tuy life. I have no lameness, no 
rbenMiatifiu, no Ireutbling in my liinbH, and I never walk with 
a cane. I attrihutu my good healtb and long life to two cjuisos, 
namely, whoh'sonie exereife and abstinence from the use of 
rum and inbucco. I mnsidiT the use of rum' — by this ho 
meant to iiichidc «>ther intoxicating drinky — * as a boverago as 
71 



Iho greatest curse in our land. Kvtry friond of humanity 
■hould discourage tho use of it.' 

'' Then, after having roforred to tbo malUiudei of his friends 
and acqunintancos who had passed on before him, he thus 
closed his letter: 'My remaining time In this world must be 
short, and when I am called to my long home I hope to Join 
the general assembly and ohuroh of the first-born, whioh are 
written in heaven.' 

"And so we trust the hope of our brother Is realised. Uis 
life was a connecting-link between the past and the present. 
In him wore joioe<l the simple faith, the sinoere piety, and the 
faithful performance of the humbler duties of the ministerial 
ofiice of the old-fashioned New England pastor, with the ' en- 
thusiasm for humanity' and the spirit of reform which are 
more characteristic of the present age." 

Kcv. George Leonard was born May 26, 1801. 
He married, Oct 24, 1830, Cliarlotte E. Washburn, 
daughter of Deacon Oliver Washburn, of llaynharo, 
and cousin to the distinguished Governors and con- 
gressmen, — Israel, Governor of Maine, Elihu B., 
congressman and afterwards minister to France, etc. 

They had seven children, of whom but two are 
living, — llev. Otis L. Jjconard, a Baptist evangelist 
niiniHicr, nnd Sarah E., first assistant teacher in 
Harvard Grammar School, Charlcstown, Mass. Mrs. 
Ijconard is still living at the old homestead in 
Marsh field. 



RAMURIi HALL. 



Samuel Hall was born in Marshfield, Mass., April 
23, 1800. He is a lineal descendant of Adam HalP, 
who came to America early in the eighteenth century, 
married (1725) Sarah Sherman, a granddaughter of 
Peregrine White, and settled in Marshfield, near 
Peregrine White's residence. Their children were 
William (1726), Thomas (1728), Adam (1729), Jo- 
seph (1733), Stirah (1735), Mercy (1730), nnd Levi 
(1744). Adtim', married Kcziah, daughter of Sam- 
uel and Surah (Rogers) Ford (1752). They had 
Adam (1757), Mercy (1759, married Andrew Keen 
and Peregrine White), Susanna (1761), Keziah 
(1764, married Proctor Sampson), Luke (1767), 
Satnncl (1770), William (1776). Samuel Hall was 
captain of the packet-ship ** Dolphin," which plied 
on North lliver. He died 1806. His son, Luke, 
also a sea-captain, married Anna, daughter of Barnard 
and Experience Tuels. Their cliildren were Luke, 
William, and Samuel. 

Samuel Hall had such education as he could obtain 
during his early boyhood days, at the schools of his 
native town. At the age of fourteen ho went a voy- 
ajre with his father to Charleston, S. C. Returning to 
New York on tho same voyage, both his father and 
himself were stricken with yellow fever. His father 
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died Jane 28, 1815, and was buried on Staten Island. 
Ho, Samuel, returned to Marshfield. A few years 
later he was apprenticed to Deacon Barstow, of Han- 
over, to learn ship-building. At the ago of twoiity-onu 
he started, with twenty-five cents and a broadaxe, to 
seek his fortune in Medford, literally to hew his way 
in the world. After working there a few years, he, 
with several other men, went to Camden, Me., and 
built a vessel. Returning to Marshfield, he, in company 
with his two brothers, Luke and William, cngagctl 
in ship-building at White's Ferry, on North River. 
Afler some time he went to Duxbury, and, in the 
employ of Ezra Weston, continued building ve-ssels. 
In 1837 he left Mr. Weston's employ and cniraged 
in ship-building for himself at Duxbury. The strin- 
gency in the financial world at that period soon forced 
him to discontinue business at Duxbury, however. 

In 1839 he came to East Boston. Ship-building 
there, as elsewhere at that time, was at a complete 
standstill. Mr. Hall went to work energetically and 
hopefully, however, and after many vicissitudes, 
eventually succeeded in establishing both his trade 
and himself on a firm basis, and ship-building subse- 
quently became, under his supervision, one of the 
chief industries of East Boston. In April, 1830, 
he commenced a yard, and in May he laid the keel 
of the ^' Akbar," the second ship ever built in Elast 
Boston. She was launched on the 8th of October of 
that year, and from that time forward Mr. Hall's 
business and reputation took an upward tendency, 
and continued to increase until his business l)ecunie 
one of the largest in his line in America, and his 
reputation second to none. He continued the busi- 
ness at East Boston till his death, and built in all 
about one hundred and seventy large merchant ves- 
sels, and some of his vessels now afioat are among 
the finest specimens of American naval architecture. 
He was the builder of the fauious clipper ship *^ Sur- 
prise," which sailed to San Francisco, sixteen thou- 
sand three hundred and eight miles, in ninety-six 
days, the quickest voyage on record. She carried a 
cargo of eighteen hundred tons, valued at two hun- 
dred thousand dollars. Her greatest run was two 
hundred and eighty-four miles in twcnty-fuur hours, 
and she reefed her topsails but twice during the en- 
tire voyage. Mr. Hall wus not only u builder v)^ 
ships, but he was interested in various navi<;ation 
enterprises which tended to increase the coninieree of 
Boston. He was successful in the accumulation of 
money, and judicious and public-spirited in its dis- 
pensation. He was considered one of the substantial 
leading men of his day in the city, and was honored 
by his fellow-citizens with many oihces and positions 



of trust. During his residence in East Boston he 
served as alderman many years, and was at tlifTereiit 
times a member of the Legislature from Boston. 
Ho also served one tonu from MarshficM. He was 
a member of the Board of Aldermen in 1860, and was 
most active and persistent in urging tho claims of 
the East Bostonians to the use of Cochituate water, 
and it was chiefly through his earnest endeavors tu 
that end that it was finally introduced to East Boston. 
The citizens of the Island acknowlc<igcd their obliga- 
tions to him by presenting him with a beautiful 
service of silver plate, consisting of eleviMi pieces, 
valued at one thousand dollars. Upon each was the 
following inscription : 

*' Precentcd to Sainuol Hall, Kiq., Jttuuiiry, 1851, fur his uu- 
weuriMt iiuU ■ucccwfiil eflfurlB in urging tho cl«iui« of \ituA 
Itoston tu tho Cuchitiinto Water." 

Upon the incorporation of the J)ry Dock Cum|miiy 
(1847), Mr. Hall was elected president, and continued 
to fill that position for some years. He was president 
of the East Boston Ferry Company from its organiza- 
tion, in 1852, for many years, until it was bought by 
tho city of li^Mton. He was alho president of tlic 
Maverick National Bank from its incorporation till 
his death. During his term in the licgihlatnro from 
Marshfield (18G7) he was largely instrumental in 
obtaining the railroad from Cohasset to Duxbury, 
through his native town. 

He was a constant attendant at the orthodox 
church, but made little display as a religious man, 
although his liberal donations to the |K)or, to which 
many can bear undoubted testimony, and his sound 
principles of honor and integrity, by which the actions 
of his life were guided, prove him to have been a man 
of noble and generous nature and lofly impulses. 

In his domestic relations he was most happy, and 
the geniality and gentleness of his disposition made 
every one feel perfectly at ease in his society. He 
was twice married, first, to Christiana Kent, who 
died leaving no children ; and, second, to Iluldah H. 
Sherman, by whom he had Huldah, who died in 
infancy; Samuel (1833), married Harriet A. Ixivejoy ; 
Walter Scott (1834), married Mary Gregory ; Marciu 
( 1 836), married George W. Emery, (Jovernor of Utah ; 
Anna Tuels, Iluldah Augusta, and Amanda White, 
the last three died young; and llattie 6. (1853), 
nuirried Wiiliani A. Ilogers. 

Mr. Hull died Nov. 13, 1870, having completed 
threescuro yours and ten of an uctive und eminently 
useful life. 




Z./^^^ ^""/^"^ 




^^.. "^^^fZ.,. 



HISTORr OF MARSHFIBLD. 



1171 



CHANDLER SAMPSON. 

The first ancestor of the Sampson family in 
America was Henry Sampson (spelled in the early 
records Samson), who came in the " Mayflower/' in 
1620. He was a youth at the time of his immigra- 
tion, and came as a member of the family of his 
uncle, Kdward Tilley. He was one of the early set* 
tiers uf Duxbury, and married, Feb. 6, 1635/6, Ann 
Plununcr, who bore him sovcrnl children, of whom 
Caleb was one. This Caleb married Mercy, daughter 
of Alexander, and granddaughter of the renowned 
Capt. Miles Standish. The mother of Mercy was 
Sarah, daughter of John Alden. Although the 
records of this period are very incomplete, yet vari- 
ous cinuini8tiuiC(Mi point so Htrougly to the conclusion 
that all hbtoriaos have assumed that this Caleb 
Sam|)Son had, among other children, a son named 
Caleb. It is known that he had two daughters, and 
there is in some of his papers or documents mention 
made of a son Caleb. This second Caleb married, 
first, Jlobccca Stanford, and, second, MchitAbcl Ford, 
lie died 1750. One of his sons, Paul, was the first 
of the family who came to Marshficld, 1774. He 
married a twin daughter of Philip and Rebecca 
(Phillips) Chandler. She was probably descended 
from John Phillips, a pioneer of Marshficld. Her 
name was Esther. They had eleven children, of 
whom Chandler was eighth. He was born July 10, 
17(58; niiirried, March 6, 1795, Nancy, daughter of 
Nathan Thomas, of Marshficld ; she died 1821. 
Their children were Esther C.,born 1796, died 1884; 
Sarah B., born 1798, married Marshall Bessey, died 
1884 ; Nancy, born 1805, married Asa Waterman, 
and at this writing (1884) is still living; Martha, 
born 1807, married Calvin S. Magoun, died 1883; 
1'lliza, born 1809, married Luther Magoun, still 
living ; Calvin, born 1812, married Hannah Harlow, 
died 18G8. 

Chandler Sampson had very limited advantages 
for an education ; his facilities in that direction were 
limited to the very primitive schools of his native 
town, which at tlint curly day were poor indeed. 
He was brought up on the farm until he attained his 
sixteenth year, when he learned carpentering of his 
brother, Luther. This trade he followed several 
years, first at the bench and afterwards as builder 
and contractor. By industry and economy he ac- 
cumulated some money, which he invested in land, 
and, abandbnin*^ the carpenter's trade, he turned his 
attention U> n<;ricultnro, and also to the discharge of 
the duties of various oOicial positions in which he 
was placed by liis fellow-townsmen. lie was not 
ambitious for the honors of office, and never sought 



public position, but his unquestioned integrity of 
character and very remarkable exeoutive ability led 
his neighbors to place him in charge of the public 
interests of the town in various capacities. He also 
did much probate business, settled numerous estates, 
and looked after the interests and welfare of a great 
many orphan children. During all the years of his 
life, from early manhood to the close of his active 
business career, ho was in some capacity a public 
man in town affairs. He was a man who would have 
figured as a prominent character in public or business 
life had his early education been more liberal and 
had his inclinations led him in that channel. He 
was one of the most active, earnest, and useful men 
of his day in Marshficld. Of superior moral and in- 
tellectual tastes, clear perception, and sound judg- 
ment, his counsel and advice were much sought. He 
was prosperous in his business affairs, and eminently 
just in his dealings. He was a liberal supporter of 
the gospel, and one of the most substantial and re- 
spected men of his town. His religion was to do 
good and be good, and while he never connected 
himself with any church, yet he took the Bible as 
the guide of his life, and particularly during the lat- 
ter years of his life he derived great pleasure from 
its perusal. He was a stockholder and one of the 
directors of a cotton- factory est-ablished in Marshficld 
about 1810, one of the first industries of its kind in 
this section of country. Mrs. Sampson died July 
15, 1821. Mr. Sampson married, as his second wife, 
Lydia, widow of Elisha Ford, October, 1822; she 
died 1834. Mr. Sampson died Aug. 29, 1850, 
having attained the ripe old age of eighty-two. 



ASA WATERMAN. 

Asa Waterman was descended in a direct line from 
Robert Waterman, one of the early settlers of Marsh- 
field. This Robert married Elisabeth Bourn (1638). 
One of his sons, Thomas, was one of the thirty-five 
who purchased and settled the town of Norwich, 
Conn. Joseph, the third son, resided at the ances- 
tral home on Marshficld Neck. He married Sarah 
Snow, daughter of his guardian, Anthony Snow. 
Joseph was a minor at the time of his father's death, 
and Anthony Snow was appointed guardian for the 
children. They had, among other children, Capt. 
Anthony, born 1G84, who became a prominent man 
in the community. lie married Elizabeth, daughter 
of Setli Arnolil, and granddaughter of Rev. Samuel 
Arnold, the second minister of the First Church of 
Marshficld. They had four children ; the eldest was 
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Thomas, born 1710; he married Abigail, daughter of 
Deacon Israel Thomas. They had eight children, of 
whom Asa was seventh. Asa married, first, Anna 
Dinploy, who died without issue, and, second, lluth 
Little, daughter of Thomas and Sarah (Baker) Little. 
They had three children,. Asa being the third. 

Asa Waterman was born Feb. 4, 1800. His early 
life was i^pent in tilling the ancestral acres, and when 
he grew up to manhood he chose farming as his life- 
work. His father died when he was but seven years 
of age, and he, being the only son, was early taught 
to labor, and so had but little schooling. IJis life was 
spent at the homestead of his birth, which was adja- 
cent to the old Waterman place, where his ancestors 
had lived for generations. Ue was a quiet, unobtru- 
sive man, never seeking office or public place. The 
only official position he held was captain of a military 
company. He married, Nov. 2, 1828, Nancy, daugh- 
ter of Chandler Sampson. They had but one child, 
a son, Asa Granville, who died in infancy. 

Mr. Waterman died May 19, 1863. Of his char- 
acter, Rev. Ebenezer Alden, who was his pastor for 



many years, says, " Capt Asa Waterman, as he was 
commonly called, by his military title, was of Pilgrim 
ancestry, and was a worthy representative of that 
lineage. II is character and habits exhibited the in- 
dustry, frugality, honesty, and uprightness which are 
the natural result of the moral and religioufl influ- 
ences which surrounded him in early life. . He was 
one of the better class of yeomanry, who give stabil- 
ity to the liberty and prosperity of a community. He 
expected thoroughness and fidelity of others, and was 
equally punctual in meeting obligations resting on him- 
self. His rcHidcnoo was on the site early occupied by 
Kenelm Winslow, beautiful in itself and interesting 
from its history. Favored with a considerable 
amount of property, he did good with it while 
living, and showed his desire to promote the religious 
welfare of coming generations by leaving a legacy of 
fifteen hundred dollars to the First Parish, of wliioh 
he was an active member, and where he had been a 
life-long worshiper. In his last days he passed througb 
a deeper spiritual experience, and died with bomUe 
faith in his Redeemer.*' 



HISTORY OF HULL. 



BY A. B. SPRJOUL. 



Mrs. Susanna Rowson (1761-1824), a prolific 
and, in her day, a somewhat saccessful writer, in her 
novel entitled ''Rebecca," used the following lan- 
guage: "On the lefl hand of Boston harbour is a 

beautiful little peninsula, called N . It consists 

of two gradually-rising hills, beautifully diversified 
with orchards, corn-fields, and pasture- land. In the 
valley is built a little village, consistin*]; of about fifty 
houses, the inhabitants of which could just make a 
shift to decently support a minister, who on a Sunday 
asccudtiil the pulpit in a rustic temple, situated by the 
side of a piece of water, nearly in the middle of the 
village, and taught, to the utmost of his abilities, the 
true principles of Christianity. The neck of land 
that joins this peninsula to the main is extremely 
narrow, and, indeed, is sometimes almost overflowed 
by the tide. On one side it forms a charming, pic- 
turesque harbour, in which are a variety of small but 
delightfully fertile islands, and on the other it is 
washed by the ocean, to which it lays open." This 
is said to bo a correct portrayal of the village of Hull, 
as it appeared previous to the Revolution. The first 
building in Nantasket (or, as it was sometimes called, 
Natasco, Nantasco, and Nantascot) was erected by the 
Plymouth people, according to Prince, " to accommo- 
date their trade with the Massachusetts," as early as, 
or before, the year 1 624. This was, doubtless, a mere 
storehouse. 

Authorities differ as to whether Nantasket was set- 
tled in 1624 or in 1625, though the bulk of the tes- 
timony appears to favor the former date. The first 
comers to the peninsula were John Oldham, John 
Lyford, and Roger Conant. The former '' was ex- 
pelled from Plymouth Colony for seditious practices.** 
He " was a bold and enterprising man, strongly preju- 
diced against the rigid church discipline of Plymouth, 
and not much inclined to respect the territorial rights 
of the colon isUs. lie wius in high esteem among the 
natives, and aflerwards secured the friendship of the 
pmple of New England. His murder by the Block 
Island Indians was a principal incitement to the famous 



Pequot war." Regarding Lyford, " a minister," who 
came to Plymouth .Colony from England in 1624, 
Morton remarks as follows in his " New England's 
Memoriall" : 

" The aforesaid John Lyford, when he first came 
on shore, saluted them of the Plantation of Plimouth 
with that reverence and humility as is seldom to be 
seen ; and indeed made them ashamed, he so bowed 
and cringed unto them, and would have kissed their 
hands if they would have suflfered him ; yea, he wept 
and shed many tears, blessing God that had brought 
him to see their faces, and admiring the things they 
had done in their wants, as if he had been made all 
of love, and the humblest person in the World, but 
in the end proved more like those mentioned by the 
Psalmist (Ps. x. 10), that crouched and bowed, that 
heaps of the poor may fall by them ; or like unto dis- 
sembling Ishmael, who, when he had slain Oedaliah, 
went out weeping (Jer. xli. 6), and mot those that 
were coming to offer Incense in the house of the 
Lord, saying, Come to Gedaliah, when he meant to 
slay them. They gave him the best entertainment 
they could, in all simplicity ; and as their Governor 
had used in all weighty affairs to consult with their 
Elder, Mr. Brewster, together with his Assistants, so 
now he called Mr. Lyford also on such like occa- 
sions ; adcr some short time he desired to joyn him- 
self a member to their Church, and was accordingly 
received ; he made a large Confession of his Faith, 
and an acknowledgment of his former disorderly 
walking and his being intangled with many Corrup- 
tions, which had been a burden to his Conscience, 
and blessed God for this opportunity of freedom and 
liberty, with many more such like expressions." 
Falling in, shortly after, with Oldham, they " grew 
very perverse, and shewed a spirit of great malignity, 
drawing as many into a faction as they could ; were 
they never so vile or prophane, they did nourish and 
abet them in all their doings, so they would but 
cleave to them and speak against the church," the 

result of it all being, as related circumstantially and 
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at ooDsiderable length by Morton, that they were 
expelled from theioolony. 

Mr. Conant is described as '* a pious, sober, and 
prudent gentleman, a man of great worth." Says 
Lincoln, ** We dq not know who the associates of 
these persons were, nor have we any means of ascer- 
taining. The town records do not extend back so , 
far. We are inclined to suppose, however, that they 
were possessed of a respectable property, for in Brad- 
ford (I. His. Coll. iii. 63) there is an account of an 
apportionment of the charges of the expedition to 
Merry Mount in 1628, to arrest Morton, from which 
it would seem that < Natascot' was then* of consider- 
able importance." The assessment was as follows : 



From Plymouth 2 10 

Naamkeak I 10 

Pascataquaek 2 10 

Mr. Jeffrey and Mr. Duralam 2 00 

Natasoot 1 10 

Mrs. Tbomaon 16 

Mr. Blaokston 12 

Edward Hilton 1 00 
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^* The population of Nantasket," continues Lin- 
coln, *' during the first years of its settlement, was 
probably very fluctuating. It was a convenient stop- 
ping-place for many of the first adventurers, who re- 
mained no longer than to obtain time to explore the 
bay and country for a place of settlement more favor- 
able to agricultural pursuits, for it must be borne in 
mind that Nantasket was a fishing village, and the 
beautiful eminences of Strawberry, Sagamore, Alder- 
ton, and Nantasket Hills, as well as the extended 
plains which lie at their base, were then covered with 
a heavy growth of forest trees." This will indeed be 
news to the hundreds of thousands of pleasure- 
seekers who have visited the ancient town in recent 
years, and who have marked, with profound regret, 
the absence of shade-trees. Well may Lincoln add, 
** Now scarcely one [forest tree] is to be seen within 
the limits of the town. The hand of cultivation [1 ] 
has long since [this was written in 1830] divested 
the ancient hills of their * crown of oaks' ; and the 
plains upon which the wild deer could plunge for 
security into the deep recesses of the forest are now 
scarcely shaded by a solitary relic of those majestic 
ornaments and monnrchs of the woods" ! 

In 1G29, Rev. llulph Smith came to Nantasket from 
Salem, and settled there. Judging from contempo- 
rary restiuiony, however, we may well bclicvo that 
the godly man found the place far from flourishing, 
for the inhabitants are spoken of by Prince, on the 
authority of Bradford, as a " stragling people," and 
in the same year some Plymouth people, putting in 



witli a boat at Natasco, find Mr. Smith in a poor 
house that would not keep him dry. lie desires them 
to carry him to Plymouth, '* and seeing him to be a 
grave man, and undorstiinding ho had been a minii»(or, 
they bring him hither, where we kindly entcrimia 
him, send for his goods and servants, desire hioi to 
exercise his gifts among us; afterwards chuse him 
into the ministry, where he remains for sundry years." 
It may fairly be inferred from this record of Prince 
(that Smith *' had been" a minister), that the latter 
was not called to ** exercise his gifts" at Nantasket. 
The editor of Winthrop says that the earliest notice 
of Smith is contained in the Governor and Company's 
letter to Endecott in 1629, and " hb diflferenoe in 
judgment in some things from our ministers'* is 
therein referred to as a caution against distraction in 
the Salem Church. His name is mentioned by Mor- 
ton, but in no terms of respect. He resigned his 
office at Plymouth in 1 635, and be afterwards preached 
at Manchester. He was said to have been *' a man 
of low gifts and parts." 

On Sunday, May 30, 1630 (0. S.), Rev. John 
Warhani, llev. John Mavoriok, linger Ludlow — 
afterwards Deputy Governor of Massachusetts (1634) 
and of Connecticut — with Rossiter and others, arrived 
at Nantasket in the ship *' Mary and John," Capt. 
Squeb. In an address delivered by Rev. John Ood- 
man, D.D., of Dorchester (now a part of Boston), at 
Hull, on June 11, 1830, in commemoration of the 
two hundredth anniversary of the landing of the 
Dorchester settlers, the following language is used in 
allusion to this event : 

" Thin day oomplotoi a sooond oontiiry linoo the fin»t vottlon 
of tlio town of Doroheater Untlud iu llib wiMFtern world. It 
WM on the 30th day of Maj (0. 8.), 1030, oorrwponding to ihm 
nth of Juno, 1830 (N.S.), that a ship oalled tho 'Mary and 
John/ oomiuandfMl by Capt. Squab, arrived at this pUuM» whert 
wo are now assembled, and landed her passeni^ers, oonsisting of 
two eminently pious and devoted niinistors, Kev. John Ware- 
ham 1 and Kev. John Mavorick, with tho members of thoir 
uliuruh wliicli liiul Inhju giUliorcd, with u viuw of omigrating to 
Amorioit, in the beginning of tho samo yoar, in tho now hospital 
in Plymouth, England, at whioh time and place those holy moD 
were solemnly set apart to the pastoral office, after having ob- 
served a day of fasting and prayer to seek divine approbatioa 
and assistance. The Rev. Mr. John White, of Dorehester, In 
the county of Dorset, ICngland, who was an active instrument 
in promoting tho scttlomunt of New England, lieing present, 
preoohod in tho fore part of tho day, and in the latter i>art of 
the day tho iicwly-inatallod piu<tor8 performed. They sot ftiil 
on tho ItUtli of March folluwiiig, in u y&na] of four hundred 
tons, and arrived at Nantasket, a^i T have ol>8orvo<l, on the SOtli 
uf May, where iho cuptaiii put thoiii ashore, iiotwilhslunding 
his engagement was to bring them up Charles lliver' With 

^ Othor authorities spell this word ** Warham." 
' ''T|io captain had ongagcil iu land thorn up Oharloa Uivur ; 
hut he perlidiuusly sot them on shore at Nantasket." — Vroin 
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regard to ibeir pmntge, I baro not been able to oolleoi 
•noli particular information «• eonld be desired. It is laid 
in Blalce's ' Annals,' a book wbioh eontains muob information 
of the earlj historj of Dorohester, that the ministers either 
preached or exhorted every day on their passage, from the Word 
of God. There is reason to think, from an old poem written 
by Governor Woloott, of Connecticut, that they found a boister- 
ous passage, and were in danger of foundering at sea. . . . 
' When they arrived here they were left in a forlorn wildomosf, 
destitute of any habitation and most of the necessaries of life. 
Some of them, however, had the good fortune to procure a boat 
of an old planter,* and went over to Gharlestown, but met with 
poor accommodations there, and no encouragement to tarry ; 
for though they saw several wigwams, they found but one Bug- 
liffhman, in a house, where they ate a boiled bass, but no bread. 
They returned, therefore, to the boat, and, taking an Indian in- 
terpreter, wont up the river to where it grows narrow and shal- 
low, ami then, with much labor and dlffloulty, landed their goods, 
the Imnk boing very steop. Their fears were greatly alarmed 
by being informed that throe hundre<l Indians were encamped 
near them. They sent immediately their interpreter to per- 
suade the natives not to molest them, and to assure them of 
their own paciflo intentions. The next morning, when the In- 
dians appeared, they olTerod no violence, but sent some of their 

"Second Century Discourse,'' delivered at Dorchester, June 17, 
1830, by Kov. John Pierce, D.D., of Brookline, p. 12. 

" Capt. Sqnob was afterwards obliged to |>ay damages for this 
conduct.*' — Truiiibuirs " History of Connecticut," vol. i. p. 23. 

" They encountered, indeed, a violent storm on the passage, 
but reached at length the harbor in safety, and they thronged 
the dock to look out upon the pleasant shores and verdant 
islands of Massachusetts Bay. It was the Inst day of tlie week, 
the scafon deligbtrul, the wind favorable, and they fondly 
hnpeil to 1)0 lamlod at their place of dMtiniil.inn while yet the 
sun, which they raw dtwUning in the wont, spreail over it its 
lingering rays. But the captain, fearful that there might not 
1)0 depth of water fur his ship, and not knowing the olinnnol, 
citHt anchor for tlio night; and on the morrow, boing Lord's 
Day, May .30th, in violation of his own engagement to bring 
them into Charles' Kiver, and in disregard of their conscien- 
tious veneration for the sanctiGod observance of the day, and 
heedlefsof all their remonstrances and ontrentios, put them and 
their goods ashuro on Nantattltet Point. Not only had they 
great rcfuton for dissatiKfiiction with this trciitmcnt, its it re- 
spected their not reaching the port to which they were bound, 
but also, as it disturbed the expected quiet and the due devo- 
tions of the sacred day." — Hev. Thnddous Mnson Harris, 
" Mcniorinls of the First Church in Dorchester, from its Settle- 
ment in New England to the End of the Second Century, in two 
Discourses, delivered July 4, 1830, by the Pastor." (Discourse 
I. pp. 7 and 8.) 

' Hev. Mr. Hnrri^, in the discourse quoted from in the pre- 
ce«ling footnote, 9ny9 (page 8), "Thus 'loft to shift for them- 
selves,' they succeeded in procuring a l)oat from an old planter, 
probably Joirpf Oldham, who bad left the Plymouth people and 
resided some time at Nantasket, and appears afterwords to have 
attncliod liiinsclf to these newcomers ; and on Monday forenoon 
fominissinnrd (':ipl. SonrnroxT, *n brave Tj«»w Country s<»ldicr,* 
HocRit Ci.AP, and eight able men, to go to Mitthairnumj nt 
the mfMitli of Chnrlos' Uivor, iin«l asoortiiin wbefhor tbey could 
ho accoininoditlcd tliero. On llio noxl diiy otlins nnido ox- 
plonil«»ry vinil-M to tbo uiM^liburing irgion ; on ibo third tlioy 
made elioiro of Mnttupnu as the plnco for scttlcuioMt, and during 
tbo rnmnindor of the wo«'k wore busily ompliiyod in removing 
from Nantasket Ihilhcr." 



number holding ont a basi, and onr people seat a man to meet 
them with a blsentt, and so tbey exobanged, not only then, but 
afterwards, a biscuit for a bass, and the Indians were very 
friendly to them, which our people ascribed to God's watchful 
providence over tbem in their weak beginnings. All the com- 
pany had not come up the river, but only ten men to seek out 
the way for the rest. Those that tarried behind were to take 
care of the cattle they had brought, and prevent tbem from 
wandering and being lost in the wilderness. Those who bad 
gone in quest of a place to settle did not tarry away but a few 
days, during which time the rest of the company bad found out 
a neck of land, joining to a place by the Indians called Mata- 
pan, that was a fit place to turn their cattle upon with less 
danger of their straying ; and so tbey sent to their friends to 
return. Accordingly they repaired to the place, and began a 
settlement about the beginning of June. They named the 
place Dorchester, because several of the settlers came from a 
town of that name in England, and also in honor of the Rev. 
Mr. White, of Dorchoster, to whrne church some of the emigrants 
belonged.'" 

In the Columbian Cenitnel of Boston, dated Jane 
16, 1830, is printed a brief notice of the celebration 
nt Hull, on which occasion the address from which 
the preceding quotation is made was delivered. From 
the paragraph in the Centinel the following extract is 
taken : 

"This event [the landing at Nantasket of the Dorchester 
settlers] was commemorated by nearly one hundred of the In- 
habitants of Dorchester, principally of the Rev. Dr. Godmah'b 
Church and Society, at Hull, Nantasket, on the lUh inst. . . . 
Tho day was uncommonly delightful, and the place used for 
religious worship, which was politely granted by the Selectmen 
of Hull, was filled to overflowing by the Dorchester people and 
tho inhabitants of tho villngo. An aildrcss was delivered and 
pmyers oflerod by tho Rev. Dr. ConMAit, and occasional hymns 
were sung to the good old tunes of Moar, St. Martin's, and Old 
JIundrcd. Among the persons present on tliis intorcsting occa- 
sion were several of the lineal descendants of Capt. Rocrnn Clap, 
who was one of the company who came over in the ' Mary and 
John.' A paper* was subscribed on the spot, containing ninety- 
eight names of the inhabitants of Dorchester present on the 
occasion, and left to bo filed and preserved by the Town Clerk 
of Hull, for the inspection of generations to come." 

The assessment on Nantasket in 1630 was one 
pound, the whole tax on the colony being fifty 
pounds. In the following year Nantasket paid ten shil- 
lings of a tax of thirty pounds on the colony, and in 
1632 the place docs not seem to have been assessed. 
At a very early date, after the settlement of Flinghaiu, 
which was subsequent to that of Nantasket, there 
was a controversy respecting a portion of the lands 
in the latter place. Tho inhabitants of Hinghara 
claimed thcni, as appears by their proceedings in 
July, 1()43, wliich are recorded as follows: 

" Tboro is choflcn by tho town Joseph Pock, Bozoan Allen, 
Anthony Eiimo^, nnd Joshua Hubbard, to go to tlio next Court 

3 In tbo town records of lliill is to bo found a copy of the doou- 
nioiit hero alhided to. It is very short, and simply recites a 
few of tbo essential facts respecting tbo obsorvnnco of tho day, 
substantially as given in the present sketch. 
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to make tha best iinprovemant the town hAva for the property 
of Naiitiuioot, and to anMWcr the unit that now dopontla." 

In the records of the Qencral Court (I., vol. ii. p. 
85) tltoro 18 rccordod the following dcoiaion on the 
matter in dispute : 

" The former grant to Nantawot was again voted and eon- 
firmed, and Ilingham were willed to forbear troubling the Court 
any more aboat Nantasoot." [This was in September, 1043.] 

A church was formed at Nantasket in July, 1644, 
and in the same yeur, Winthrop says, *^ Nantascott 
being formerly [formally ?] made a town, and having 
now twenty houses and u minister, was, by the last Uen- 
eral Court, named Hull." The editor of Winthrop 
(edition of 1853) appends to this statement the fol- 
lowing foot-note : 

''So oillod, I think, from Hull in Yorkshire,* not in honor 
of Joseph Hull, uf Hiiigham, who was admiltod tu the free- 
man's oath 2 Septvmbor, 1635, and, with Bdmond Hobart, sour., 
was by the general oourt, 6 September, 1038, ohosen a oommis- 
sioner to end small oauses in that town. He was at the same 
time, and in Maroh after, a deputy at the court. 

** Who was the minister referretl to by our text in this secluded 
town of Hull, which has, I think, been never more populous 
than soon after 1644, must, probably, rest in oonjecturo. From 
the records of our general oourt we are authorised to suspect 
that it was Mathews, for in ?ol. iii. 218, which contains tho 
proceedings of the deputies, is found, at the May sossiuu, 104U, 
' Received a petition from the inhabitants of Hull for the en> 
couraging Mr. Mathews to go to thorn and preach amongst 
them,' and in vol. ii. 235, recording the acts of the magistrates, 
at the same session, the following : * The court Judge it no way 
meet to grant the inhabitants of Hull their desire for Mr. 
Mathews returning to them, nor residing with them, and do 
declare that tlioy And several erronoous expressions, others 
weak, inconvenient, and unsafe, fur which it judgoth it nieot 
to order that the said Af r. Mathews should be admonished by 
the governonr in the name of this court.' The then Gov. Bn- 
decott was a fit man to perform such a duty, but, I fear, the 
admonition was ineffectual. (See the note in vol. i. 273.) I 
doubt that this ancient town has never had more than one min- 
ister to reside In it through his life; that one was Zocharlah 
Whitman, H. C. 1068, ordained 13 September, 1070, died 5 
November, 1726, aged 82. In April, 1753, Samuel Veaxio, H. 
G. 1736, was ordained at Hull, but dismissed July, 1707, and, 
probably, the christian ordinances have never since l>een regu- 
larly administered for a continuous period. 

** Perhaps the interest felt by the reader in this ancient town, 
the least populous, until lately, of any in Massachusetts, and 
the smallest in extent, except Newburyport, may excuse the ex- 
tension of this note. From twelve to eighteen votes were usually 
given at tho elections, and the editor had tho honor, some forty 

* In a paper by Mr. W. II. Whitmore " On tho Origin of the 
Names of Towns in Maa^inchu setts," published in the I'roccod- 
ingn of tho Massachusetts Historical Society for February, 1873, 
this opinion is indorsed in the following uiunnor : 

** Jfuil, Kingston-upon-Hull, commonly chilled Hull, in the 
Bast Riding of York, is a county of itself, and a well-known 
seaport. It was strongly in favor of the Parliament when tho 
civil war broke out. It stood two severe assaults from the royal 
troops, but Wis never taken." 



years since, of a seat in the same Houso of Ropre»«ntativM 
which ountainod a member from Hull. Tho foiiuwin); roeunl 
is found in the doings of the general court, 20 ll»y, 1047: 
'There being now divers fishermen and men of good ability ia 
Hull, who may comfortably carry on the affalm of a town, tboj 
are onablctl by the authority of this oourt to order ilio pmilea- 
tial a flairs of that town aooording to former orders of ibis ooart 
and course of other plantations, provided that, aooording to 
former orders of court, they endeavor the advanetmoni of fidb- 
ing, and that such fishermen as are there airoadj, and oibon 
which shall come thither, may have all suoh reasonable priri- 
leges and encouragement as the plaoo will afford, and that sndi 
places as are fit for fishermen may borosorvod for that purpuaoy 
and with this caution als(», that William Parks, Mr. (Hover, and 
Mr. huiionn, or any two of thoui, lie ap|Niiulutl lu mmi iliu unlor 
of oourt for ailvauoe of fishing duly olwervetl.' By ibe depuiioe^ 
iii. 108; by the magistrates, ii. 103. Parks was of Rozbaiy, 
the two others of Dorchester." 

The first evidence of grants of land is to be fouod 
in the town rcamls of [lull for 1G57, the follow- 
ing; iitiuied persons receiving grants in that year: 
John Stone; *Thonias Jones, 1G38; *Johu BeoaoD, 
1638; *Heory Chamberlyn, 1638; ^BeniamiD Boe- 
worth, 1635; Richard Stubbes; "^Nicholas Baker, 
1G35; Thomas Collier; John Loring; ^Thomaa 
Chaffe, 1637; William Cliauiborlyn ; Kilward Biinno 
[liiniiey?]; Nathaniel Uosworth; *Johii Priiieo, 
1630; Qoorge Yickoro; ^Samuel! Ward, n»36; 
'^'Thomas Loring, 1635; Abraham Jones. [A star 
(*) signifies that a person of the same name had re- 
ceived a grant of land in Hingham in the year named.] 

The names of Phippenny, Ooold, Binney, Sopcr, 
Nightingale, Street, Oreen, Lobdell, Bartlett, Rider, 
Dillcy (Oill), Dixon, Whitman, Snow, and Milton 
aderwards appear in the records, and most of them 
before the year 1700. ** All these names are now 
extinct in Nantasket,*' wrote Lincoln in 1830, '* ex- 
cepting those of Jones, Binney, Loring, Qoold, and 
Dill." 

The first regularly ordained minister over the 
church and people of Nantasket was, as has been stated, 
Rev. Zechariah Whitman. His salary was forty 
pounds per annum. He appears to have secured the 
affections of the people, for the town voted, after his 
decease, to pay his children for his maintenanoe 
"while he lived and did not preach.** In March, 
1724-25, the town voted to call a minister to bo or- 
dained, and chose a committee to invite Mr. Clapp 
and Mr. Carpenter to preach as candidates. In May 
tho town voted t(» fix the minister's salary at seventy 
pounds and his settlement at one hundred pounds. 
In June, 1725, tho town voted to invite Mr. Carpen- 
ter to settle in the ministry, and in the following 
Au«^uht his affirmative answer was received. In Oc- 
tober tlie day of ordination was fixed for the 24tli of 
November, and fifteen pounds was appropriated to 
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defray the expenses, llev. Ksra Carpenter preached 
in Nantasket until the year 1746, " and is the same 
gentleman, probably,'* says Lincoln, " who was in- 
stalled at Keene in 1753/' In 1751, Mr. Elisha 
Eaton (a graduate of Harvard in 1729), and, in 1752, 
Mr. Samuel Hill, of Marshfield (Harvard, 1735), 
were invited to settle in Nantasket, but they do not 
appear to have accepted the invitations. In January, 
1753, the town invited Rev. Samuel Veazie, of Dux- 
bury (Harvard, 173()), to become its minister, and, 
the invitation being accepted, Mr. Veazie was or- 
dained in April, 1753. Difficulties arose in 1765 
respecting his salary, and be eventually sued the 
town for the amount claimed to be due him. The 
matter was compromised, however, and Mr. Veazie 
was dismissed by an ecclesiastical council held in 
July, 1767. In 1768, March 21, Rev. Solomon 
Prentice was invited to preach, and he appears to 
have been employed until the autumn of 1772. On 
Aug. 16, 1773, Rev. Elkanah Winchester, Jr., was 
invited to prciich, but his stay was evidently short, 
since on May 2d of the following year the following 
vote was passed in town-meeting : 

'* Voted f That the present Selectmen be * committee to pro- 
vide a preacher for the term of six months, and that none of 
the Baptist persuasion be debarred the pulpit because of his 
being of that denomination, but, on the other hand, rather to 
bo prnforrml on that vorj acoonnt. Novertliolcss, those of the 
hilmhiliiiils thiiL aro for a (!ongri>gnlionnl proachcr only, bo an- 
oouiinodiitcd with such a preacher (prorided thej desire it), in 
proportion to tlioir pajing tho public oliargrs according to tho 
tax-bill, and that the money arising by tho rents of tho parson- 
age lands for the last year be appropriated purely to support the 
Gospel, and in cose that shall not be judged sufRoient for the 
appointed time of said committee, tho remainder to be made up 
by subscription or a free contribution." > 



' "Tho abovo volo," says Lincoln, "shows the oxistonco of 
difTcront roligious opinions among the people, and their liber- 
ality towards each other. From this time, however, no regular 
prouching was supported coustunlly. Tho town sulTorod much 
by the war of the Revolution, and a diminution of the means 
of the inhabitants, together with the difierences of religious 
opinions, had been obstacles to tho settlement of a minister. 
A preacher is occasionally employed, but no regular church is 
now [1.S.!()] in existence in Nantasket. The meeting-house 
erected in 1734, and . . . described [by Mrs. Rowson, as quoted 
in tho beginning of this sketch] as 'a rustic temple, situated by 
the Pide of a piece of water, nenrly in the middle of the vil- 
higo,' was blown down by the violent gale in September, 1815." 

(This lattrr statoniont is not PlricHy arouritlo. Tho town 
records show that at a town -meeting held Oct. 10, 1816, it was 
stated that tho hurricane of September 23d of that year had 
hlown ulV ihd HliM'pIo II nd part of I ho roof <»f tho church, and a 
coininiltco was appointed to examine tho structure and report 
as to the advinahility of repairing it. Tho town finally voted, 
howovor, that the building should bo tnkcn down, and this was 
d«»ne. — A. K. S.] 



The Methodist Episcopal Church. — At the dose 
of the Revolutionary war it was found that the old 
church was scattered. They had no minister, and 
there were only two or three male members, the last 
survivor of whom was Solomon Jones. The people 
were so much impoverished by the war that they felt 
unable to support preaching, so that for several years 
they had religious services only occasionally, or at 
short intervals. On the 17th of May, 1798, a 
Methodist preacher came to the town — llev. Daniel 
Ostrander — at the request of Amos Binney, who was 
afterwards known as Col. Binney, and who, though a 
native of Hull, was then living in Boston, learning a 
trade. He had lately been converted, and joined the 
Methodist Episcopal Church at *' Methodist Alley,** a 
passage-way opening out of Hanover Street, Boston. 
Mr. Ostrander visited Hull to officiate at the funeral 
of Widow Kebecca Loring Binney, grandmother of 
Amos. The same evening a prayer- meeting was held 
in the old Samuel Loring house. It is said have been 
" a wonderful meeting.** 

In September of tho same year Mr. Binney 
brought from Boston the famous Rev. Jesse Lee, the 
founder of Methodism in New England. He preached 
on a week-day afternoon the first Methodist sermon 
that was ever delivered in the town of Hull. He 
was then the presiding elder of the district. His 
text was, " And Satan came also** (Job i. 6). His 
sermon had a powerful efTcot, and resulted in a great 
revival. In 1805 some of Mr. Spencer Binney*8 
family, being at a Quarterly Meeting of Sandwich 
Circuit, induced Rev. Samuel Parker to go and 
preach at Hull. Mr. John Goold, having been ap- 
pointed to secure preaching that year, made arrange- 
ments with him to preach at Hull every other Sab- 
bath during the rest of the Conference year. At 
that time Hull was embraced in the Sandwich District, 
and for several years was supplied by preachers from 
tho New England Conference. In September, 181 G, 
Rev. Bartholomew Otheman preached there, and 
formed the first Methodist class, which consisted of 
fifteen members. In 1818, Rev. Enoch Mudge 
preached in Hull during tlic winter, and the next 
spring the world-renowued sailors* preacher, Rev. 
Edward T. Taylor, familiarly denominated " Father" 
Taylor, then quite young, was appointed to the circuit 
in which Hull wjis included, and preached there part 
of the time, alternating with Rev. Mr. Mudge. 

The old church became extinct in 1789, and since 
17DB Hull luiH had Methodist preaching and ordi- 
nances, with more or less regularity, to the present 
time, and the Methodist Episcopal Church has been 
the only church in town. Sometimes ministers have 
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been appointed to Hull by the Ck>nference, according 
to the regular method, and sometimes the pulpit has 
been supplied by theological students and in other 
ways. There have been seYcral revivals, especially 
one during the ministry of Rev. Stephen Puffer, and 
many have united with the church ; but, owing to re- 
movals, deaths, and other causes, it is at the present 
writing (1884) very small, there being only eight 
members, — four males and four females. 

At times, for months together, they have been des- 
titute of preaching, but the Sabbath -school and other 
institutions connected with the church have been 
faithfully maintained. Though the church has been 
able to raise money enough to support a minister only 
part of the time, yet it has been remarkable for its 
liberal contributions to charitable objects. It has 
the use of the parsonage fund, which resulted from 
the sale of parsonage lands that were set oflf by the 
first settlers for the support of the ministry in town, 
and it has also a church fund of five hundred dollars, 
which was bequeathed to it by Mrs. Mary Cushing. 
The amount realized from these sources is about 
SI 50, and collections are taken up in the summer, 
during the boarding season, and something is raised 
by subscription every year. For the hist nine yenrs 
a minister on the retired list connected with the New 
Hampshire Conference, Rev. Samuel Beedle, has 
been living in Hull, and has preached to the people, 
and had a pastoral oversight, by their request and the 
sanction of the presiding elder of the dbtrict. 

Some years ago the summer residents in Hull felt 
the need of a bell to summon them to meeting, and 
they proposed to raise among themselves the neces- 
sary funds to purchase one, provided the town would 
build u belfry on the town hall to receive it, with the 
understanding that it might be used during the week 
for town and school purposes, as well as for religious 
services on the Sabbath. The bell was purchased, 
and was hung on the 22d of August, 1868. Then 
it was rung for the first time, and several addresses 
were delivered on the occasion, one of which was by 
Rev. John R. Gould, of Bangor, Me., a native of the 
town. After the demolition of the old church, in 
1815, religious meetings were held in the school- 
house ; and, after the erection of the town hall, in the 
luttcr place, until the new church edifice was orectod 
in 1881. After the outer walls were raised tem- 
porary seats were used, and the people worhhiped in 
it for Rovcral months before it was finished within and 
dedicated, as the resources of the trustees, who were 
instructed not to incur any embarrassing debt, had 
become exhausted. By the munificence of friends 
the church was finished, and it was dedicated on July 



7, 1882. The sermon was preached by Rev. Bishop 
R. S. Foster, D.D., LL.D., in the afternoon, and 
Rev. B. K. Peirce, D.D., preached in the evening. 
It iH a beautiful edifice, thirty by fifty feet in mm, 
with stained-glass windows. It is nioely furnished, 
and was entirely free from debt when dedicated. 
The silver plate belonging to the old church, oon- 
sisting of four cups given to the care and use of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Hull, by Mni. Sarah 
Jones, was repaired and burnished, and was used at 
the communion service the next Sabbath, July Dih. 

Ih 1804 Hull was visited by Elder Abner Jones 
and Elms Smith, of the Christian Baptist Church. 
A great revival took place under their preaching, and 
much permanent good was done. No church, how- 
ever, of their order was organized, and most of their 
converts joined in Boston. 

The town apparently strongly approved of resistance 
to Great Britain in Revolutionary days, for as early 
as June, 1774, there is the following record by the 
town clerk : 

''The lattar of oorrMpondanoo ^ was rood and mnanimom»ig 
approved ilio iiioasuroi conoertod, in broakiog ofT all ouiuiMoros 
with Great Britain^ as a mean tlio inostlilcely to obtain relief." 

I Tliu iullowiiig oxtnuiUi fruiii " Aiiiorloaii Aroliive«/' fuiirtb 
Hories, vol. i., 307-308, will throw light upon the meaning of th« 
phrase 'Metier of oorreipondence/' aa here employed : 

** EXTRACT PROM AN ADDRBSS 8BNT BY THK MMTOII COMMITTBB TO 
TUK 1*B01*LB IB BVBRr TOWN IN TBB PR0V1NCB, WITH ▲ 
I'APBU WHICH THBr ARB TO SIGN. 

« Boston, June 8, 1774. 

** There ia but one way that wo oan preveut what is to b« 
deprecated by all good men, and ought by all |>ossible means 
to bo provcutod, vis. : The horruurs that muxt follow an open 
rupture betwoon Oreat UriUn'H and her Colonies; or on our part 
a subjection to absolute slavery ; and that is by affecting ibn 
trade and interest of Oreat Britain so deeply as shall induon 
her to withdraw her oppressive hand. There oan bo no doubt 
of our suooeeding to the utmost of our wishes, if we universally 
come into a soleuin league not to import goods from Oretti 
BritaiUf and not to buy any goods that shall hereafter be im- 
ported from tliouco, until our gricvsnces shall bo redressed. To 
these, or oven to the least of these shameful impositions, wn 
trust in Ood our countrymen never will submit. 

** We have received such assurances from our brethren in 
every pari of the Province of their readiness to adopt such meaa- 
uros OS uiiiy bo likely to save our country, and thai we have not 
the least doubt of an almost universal agreement for this pur- 
puHo; in coiifidunco of this, wo have drawn up a form of a oovo- 
iiiint tu bo Hubsoriliod by nil luluU porsona of bolh sexcti: which 
wo have Hunt to uvury iuwu in tliu I'roviiiuc, and tUat wu iniglii 
not give our enemies timo to counteract us, wo hud endeavoured 
that every town should bo furniuhed with such a copy on ur be- 
fore the fourtcouth day of this mouth, and wo earnestly desire 
that you would use your utmo!>t endeavours that the subscription 
paper may be filled up as soon as possible, so that they who are 
in expectation ufovorthruwingour liberties may bo ditic(iurago<( 
from prosecuting their wiokoil dusigns; ns wo took upon ihia, 
the last and only method of preserving our land from slavery 
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Mnrch 27, 1775, tho town treasurer was ordered 
to pay over nil moneys raised fur tlio proYinco to 
Henry Gardner, Esq , appointed treasurer by the 

— ^ .— - -■■■■ I I .-■^■■ ■■-■, ■^■■ M ■ 11 ■ ■■■■■■■■■I ■■■■■I »■ ■ 1^ ■ ■ 

without drenching it with blood ; may Oud proepor erery ander- 
taklng which tondi to the snlration of this people. We are, 
eto. 

** Signed by order and in belialf of the Committee of Corre- 
8pondrnce for BoHton, 

"William Cooprii, Clerk," 

"KOnil or A COVKNANT 8BNT TO KVBnT TOWN IM MA88ACRU- 

8RTT8* 

" We, the stibffcribers, inhabitant!! of the town of . . ., having 
taken into our serious consideration the precarious state of the 
liberties of Xorth AmeneOf and more especially the present dis- 
Irossod condition of this insulted Prorincc, embarrassed as it is 
by several A«*.tMof Ihn ffritinh l\trlhtm*'.ut, tending to thoontiro 
subversion of our natural and charter rights, among which is 
the Act for blocking up tho harbour of ffotton. And being 
fully sensible of our indispensable duty to lay hold on every 
means in our power to preserve and recover the much injured 
Constitution of our country ; and conscious at the same time of 
no alternative between tho horrours of slavery, or the carnage 
and ilcjiolntinn of a civil war, but a suspension of all commer- 
cial int«*roourso with tho Islanil of (irnnt IfrltniHf do, in the 
presence of (todf solemnly and in goo<l faith covenant and en- 
gage with each ullier: 

" 1st. That from henceforth we will suspend all commercial 
intercourse with the said Island of Oreat Britain, until the said 
Act for blocking up the said harbour be repealed, and a full 
restoration of our charter rights be obtained. And 

"2d. That there may bo tho less temptation to others to 
continue in the said now dangerous commerce, we do in like 
manner solemnly covenant, that wn will not buy. purchase or 
consume, or suffer any person, by, for, or nudor us, to purchase 
or conNuiiie, in any mnnner whatever, nny goods, wares, or mcr- 
eliandiHe, wliieli shall arrive in Autrvirtt from t/rrat Hritnin 
aforesaid, from and after the Innt day of Atujunt next ensuing. 
And in order as much as in us lies, to prevent our being inter- 
rupted and defeated in this only peaceable measure entered into 
for the preservation and recovery of our rights, we agree to 
break off all trade, commerce, and dealings whatever with all 
fiersons who, preferring their own private interest to tho salva- 
tion of tlicir own perishing country, shall still continue U* im- 
port pfiMwIs from (frrnt ttritaiity or shall piirclinso of those who 
do iinpori, and never to renew any «HMnnierce or trade with them. 

" Ami whereas the promoting of industry, oconomy, arts, and 
miinufacturcs among ourselves ts of tho Inst importance to tho 
civil and religious welfare of a community : Wo engage, 

*'3«l. Thnf from nnd after tho first day of Oriobrr next en- 
suing;, we will not by ourselves, or any for, by, or under us, pur- 
eliase or u^e niiy pHxIn. wares, mn nii fact u res, or merelmndiHe, 
wlicuMoovor or howfsocver iinported from iiveal Nritnin, until 
the iiarboiir of //o«^*N shall bo opened, and our charter rights 
restored. 

" And Inft. As n rcfusnl to come into any aj^roenicnt which 
proMiises tho deliverance of our country from tho calamities it 
now feels, and which, like a torrent, are rushing upon it with 
increasing violence, must evidence a di.^positiun iniinicnl to, or 
rriniiiitilly iio;;linonr of, tin* oonnnon safety, we iijjror, t.hnt nftor 
(lii.>« (MivtMianI liMM liorii ojlored to nny por^oii, iinil lli<\v refiiHi* to 
fi^n it, we will consider them in the same light as contumacious 
iMiporlers, nnd witlidruw nil commercial connections with them 
forever, and publish their names to the world. 

" Witness our hands, June ..., 1774." 



Provincial Congress. One year later (March 28, 
177G) it was " voted that the selectmen petition the 
Great and General Court, praying that in considera- 
tion of the Bufferings and distress which (in conse- 
quence of the present calamitous and unnatural war) 
have of late befallen tho town of Hull, they would be 
pleased to grant the inhabitants thereof such favor or 
assistance as they in their wisdom shall think fit.*' 
A similar petition was presented in 1777. 

Before the Revolution there were owned in Hull 
fiflcen fishing vessels. As a matter of course, the 
war destroyed the profitable portion of tho business in 
which those vessels were engaged, and brought upon 
the town much of the distress and suffering above 
moutioned. Oil Juno 14, 1780, a committee was 
chosen to procure '' the soldiers sent for,*' to be paid 
in corn, beef, and sheep's wool. On Jan. 15, 1781, 
the town voted to procure '* three men sent for to 
serve three years in the Continental army.'* This 
vote shows what was the town's military quota in 
tlioKo curly days, and also, as Lincoln remarks, '* tho 
fact of their prompt support of the cause of independ- 
ence, notwithstanding the temporary suffering which 
it [the war] caused them to endure." The town, in 
early times, seldom availed itself of its right of rep- 
resentation in the Legislature. In the convention 
which approved of the Constitution of the United 
States, in 1783, Thomas Jones was chosen to repre- 
sent the town. 

Tti 1721 the town voted that no t4ivern or piiblie- 
hoiiHO should bo kept within its limits. There was, 
however, one house of this description before the 
Revolution, which is said by Mrs. Rowson to have 
^' had custom scarcely sufficient to supply its venerable 
mistress with the necessaries of life ; but she had a 
gnrdcfi, a cow, and a few acras of land, the produce 
of which wore sufficient to her wishes, and she would 
sit in her matted arm-chair, in a room whose only 
beauty was ^ the white-washed wall, the nicely-sunded 
floor,' while the smile of content played about her 
face; and while she thankfully enjoyed the bounties 
of liciivoii, she roiiiciiibored not that any could bo 
liclicr or happier than herself." lleinarkiiig upon 
tills, Liticohi observes: " Tlicic arc now [1830] two 
houses of entertiiinment in the village of Nautaskct, 
and a third at the head of that fashionable place of 
resort, Nautaskct Beach." 

The following selections from the closiog pages of 
Jjincoln'a pamphlet will prove interesting readini;, 
oven after a lapse of tilVy-lour yeai^ from the date 
when they were penned : 

"There were formerly in this village about fifty houses. It 
contains at tho present time but half that number. The town 
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Meros, however, to be inereasiog slowlj in proaperitjr and in 
|K>pulAtion. Six vesneltf are owned in ilio |»liu)0, om|iloye«l in 
tlie bay. 

"The population wai in 1810, 132 loala; in 1820, 172; and 
the present year [1830] it amounte to 108, inoluding the in- 
habitants of the islands. 

** A school is supported in the place for seven months in each 
year. 

** One son of Nantasket has l>een graduated at the University 
of Cambridge. This was Israel Loring. He was a son of John 
and Rachel Loring, and was born April 16, 1082, and was grad- 
uated in 1701. He studied divinity, and was settled in the 
ministry at Sudbury, Nov. 20, 1706. lie died March 0, 1772, in 
the ninetieth year of his age, having preached on the first day 
of the month. ' He was a venerable man, of primitive piety 
and manners, and faithful and useful in the ministerial work. 
He had preached for near seventy years.' He published an 
election and several other sermons. 

'*0f the eminences in Nantasket, Strawberry Hill takes its 
name from the abundance of the delicious berry of that name, 
formerly found there. Sagamore Hill was probably the resi- 
dence uf some Indian sachem. Point Ald^rton is named for 
Isaac Allerton or Alderton, the first assistant of Plymouth. 

** Skull Head was so named, tradition says, in oommemora- 
tion of a great Indian battle, fought between the natives of the 
North and South Shores [of Massachusetts Bay], and the bones 
of the killed were to be seen there at the settlement of the 
country. 

<'The hill north of the village was fortified In the Revolu- 
tionsry war, and was a station for troops. The mounds of the 
fort still [1830] remain visible. Within them tbero is a well 
nearly one hundred feet in depth. 

" The commanding situation of this hill has attracted the at- 
tention of our government for the purpose of constructing ex- 
pensive fortifications to defend Boston harbor. In a report 
from the Engineer Department, made to Congress in 1827, 
which ' exhibits those fortifications of which plans have l>een 
made by the board of engineers, but which have not yet l>ean 
oommence«l, arranged in classes, according to the order in 
which they should be commenced, with an eatimate of the cost 
of each,' the projected worka at Nantaaket and tlio adjacent 
ialanda are placed in the flrat class. The following is a table, 
showing the estimate of the probable cost of the fortifica- 
tions : 

Fort on Nantasket Head $530,000.00 

Lunette in advance of do 79,000.00 

Redoubt No. 2 in advance of do 32,000.00 

Redoubt No. 1 (on Hog Island) in advanoe of do. 29,000.00 

Dyke across broad sound passage 140,000.00 

Cutting off the suiumit uf Gallop Island 2,429.51 

Fort on George's Island 468,000.00 

$1,270,420.51 
** The erection of the fortifications at Nantasket would give a 

new aspect to the appearance of the town, and might contribute 

to its prosperity if made a considerable military post. [The 

fortifications were never built. — A. K. 8.] 
*' The principal employment of the inhabitants of Nantasket 

is agriculture. Some are engaged in the coasting trade and 

fisheries. 
''The soil is very fertile and abundantly productive. Finer 

slopes of land than may bo seen on any of the hills arc not to 

bo found in the Commonwealth." 

The following extructB, made from ^* MasHacliusetts 
llecords," arc not without interest at the present time : 

** 1634. 3 September. Petldock's Ilelaud is graunted to the 
inhabitants of Charlton, to enjoy to them A their hoires, for 



the space of one A twenty yearea, for the jt^rtHy r«Di of 
twenty shillingii, pvldod that if tlioro aliall In> a plaiiliuMtn in 
tho moane tyme setled by tho Court att Nataacott, ilion Uib 
paent graunt to bo voyde." 

** 1034-5. 4 Marob. It is ordered, that noe pson wb*t«Mii' 
ahall goe aboard any abipp without leave from aoina of ibe As- 
alatanta, vntill ahee bath lyen att annhor 24 houreaatt NaUaeetty 
or within aome harbor that Is Inhabited, nor then, vnlaaaa it hm 
apparent y' sbee Is a ffriend, vnder paine of eonftaeaeon of all 
bia eatate, A aueb further punlahm* aa the Court aball ihlnko 
meete to inflict." 

'* 1037-8. 12 Mareb. Jamaa Pemberton ia referd to tho 
eomitte of the next Court about the ground w^ bee had at 
Nantasoot." 

'* 1038. 2 May. There is ten acres of Und granted to Jamoa 
Pemberton, part of it the land formerly planted by him, A tho 
rest ioyneing to it at Nantaaeot." 

«1041. 2 June. M' Stoughton, M' Oluvor, M' PuneaB, 
Willi: lloatho, A Willi; Parka are appointed to aetUo things 
between Ilingham A the plantation to beo aetled at Nantaa- 
ket." 

'* 1041. 2 June. It ia ordered that a plantation for tho far- 
thering of fishing shall fourth w<^ bee set up at Nantaaeot, 
A that all the neck to the and of the furtheat beaeh towarda 
Hingham, where the tide overfloweth, aball belong to it ; and 
that auch of the paent inhabitania of Hingbam aa will follow 
flahing, A will remove their habitatlona thither, ahall have land 
A meadowe upon Nantaakot Neck, according to the order hoara 
eatablished, A that all other men that will follow fishing, A 
will remove their habitations thither, shall have such aooommo- 
dations there aa tho plantation will aflbard ; and that it ahalboo 
lawfull fur any other flahormeu inhabiting in any other of 
the townea w^in the Bay to act op atagea upon Nantaakot, or 
any of the Hands belonging thereto, w*^ sufficient froand for 
the drying of their fish. 

*' And that there shalbee alowed now, at the first, to ov'y 
boate w^ shall use fishing, 4 acres of upland for the paont, A 
the medow to beo diapoaed of by an equall pportioa among snoh 
aa have catllu; A it is further onlered tliat M' Stoughton, M"* 
Duncan, M' Glover, Willi: Heath, A Willi: l*arka, or any S of 
them, M' Stoughton to boo ono, ahall in convenient tino rofialr 
to Nantaakot, A set out the lands A medow there, aooording to 
the meaning of this order; and it is further ordered that tho 
Hand called Pedocks Hand, A the other Hands there not other- 
wise disposed of, shall belong to Nantasket, to boo to the nao 
of the inhabitants A fishermen, so aoone aa they ahall eomo to 
inhabite there. 

** And tliia (k>urt, or aomo of the Court at Boaton, ahall from 
time to time appoint aome 2 ur 3 ablo men to act out land A 
atage room, Ao., to auch aa ahall come to inhabito or fiah thoro; 
A in the moane time the oomiaaionera aforenamed, or 3 of thoa, 
aa aforeaaid, ahall diapose of the aame; provided, alwayas, that 
no pson shalbee stated in ppriety in any land or modowe there 
(though the same l>ee allotted to them) before bee boo a setled 
inhabitant there, it in a course of fishing." 

" 1642. 3 May. By vertuoof an order of Gennerall Court, wee 
whose names ar undu' written, comissione's for the laying out 
of u plantjition at Nantasket, doe order A dispose the same in 
uianner following : first, Jorrimiah Bellamy, John Colljer, 
Nutlianj : Baker, Udmond Busworth, John Prince, Nathani : 
Boaworth, Kdwurd Bunn, Thomas Colljer, llichard Stubbs, 
Thouiiis (Miufloy, Willjam Kerly, and John Stinldor shallho ad- 
mitted iiM pliiiiturs, and to take thoir house lottd for building of 
houvod in tho valluy betwixt tho two hills next Podouks Hand, 
to thu valou of two ucros for oauh house, so that there may ly 
thirty two lotts at loast betwixt the said two hills, the psona 
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liboae to take all thair lotU on ono side of tbo said rallcj, to 
begin at cither end of tliat side, an thoy shall thinko fitt, bj 
nj;reoiiiont, or clue p lott, the raid lots to bo and lye onely fiuo 
TOiXdn bruade up aj;nln9ttho hill, w*^^ thoy chaMo, thofte pcrMnnto 
bnuo each two akors of medovre as they sbalboo heroaftor signed, 
A niso enoh of thorn to hare fonr acres of planting land at Ped- 
di)ck*n Hand, to bco laid nut when tbo plantation nhall be fuller; 
ill the mcane time, if any bane need to plant, they may plant 
where they thinko fltt; and when it sballbe allotted and lajd 
out in ppricty, thouc that liane planted, if in easting lotts they bee 
put from snrh lands as tliny hane plantotl, they are to lice allowed 
for thoir inliour they linue been at by those w^ shall |MNiro8SO 
their lotts afterwards ; the beaches and places on Nantaskott or 
any of the iselands that may bee fitt for setting up of stages for 
fishing to be left free for snob purpose for these or any other 
persons that shall set on such a work, and the plantation to be 
)ios8ojis(hI Jk. onioyed by the persons aforcsnjd according to the 
ordtM- of iU\n abovo spccifyml. Dntrd the tM** of y^ 2<* iii. 1012. 

" Natiianiki. IhlNrAN. 
"William Pakks. 

" ISRARL StOUGHTON. 

'<Jonif Gix>uer/' 
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1643. 7 September. The former grant to Nantascot was 
againe voted A confirmed, A liingbam men willed to forbear 
troublcing the Co't any more about Nsstaskot. " 

"1044. 20 May. It is ordered, that Nantascot shall bo called 
Hull. 

** Bibble is alowed to keepe a house of eomon enter- 
tainment at Hull." 

** 1644. 4 June. It is ordred, that Boston shall baue libty 
to cutt A carry from any of y* comon lands of Nantaskett one 
hundred A fiftie tonns of timber, to bee ymployed rppon y* 
ffortificacons att Castle Hand.'' 

"1616. 4 November. Loroing is chosen cnnstable of 

Hull for >*" yonro, A unlill nowe bo chosen in his roonie; A ho 
is, w** y" first oimrtunity, to repairo to some nia**^"** to take his 
onth ; A j* people there inhabiting, A all oth'", who shall resort 
thither, are to be subioct to this authority comitted to him, A 
to give him due nssistance in his office w" they shalbe re- 
quired." 

" 1648. 27 October. Tbo townes of Dorchester A Hull, 
being defective in sending in their oomission", A furnishing 
them w^ suflficient instructions for makeing the country rate, 
their fines, specified in the order concerning rates, are abated 
to forty shillings n pce<;c." 

" 1G49. 2 May. The CoMe .1".'^?® it no way meet to grant 
•^ thinks "^ ** 

the inhabitants of Hull their desire for M*" Mathews return- 
ing to them, nor residing w^ them, A do declare that they 
find soverall erronious expssions, oth'" weake, inconvenient, A 
unsafe, for w^ it iudgetb it meete to order that the said M'. 
Mathews should bo admonished by the Governo'', in the nnme 
of this CoUo." 

"1052. 19 October. The inhubitauls of Nanlaskctt com- 
plnyning of 801110 injury oHVcd I hem, by reason of Levi lis 
Ilnnd being detayncd from them, the Court orders tlicm to haiie 
a hearing the next Gener" Court, A in the nicano time libtie is 
grauntcd them to aumon any then A there to appcare who 
legally dctnyne any ilnndri from them." 

" 1658. 23 May. In answer to the petition of the inhabitants 
of Hull, a day of hearing bring n|i|M)intcd, Cnpt. Hubbard also 
appcariiif^, I ho </Ourt, having lieanl (lie nekiuiwIi'ilgninilH of llio 
parljcs ooncornc«l in this petition, tliat tlio rincr is tlio bounds 
of llic two tonnes, doo <let«*rnrine, that, neillier of (he tonnes 
may iniproox o liolli sides of that riuor \v"'out tho consent lir.st 
obtajned each from other." 



" 1670. 31 May. In answer to a motion made to this oonrt 
by the inhabitants of Hull, M' John Prince is empowered to 
solemnise marriage between snob as are duly published there in 
that towne, according to lawe." 

" 1674. 27 May. In ans' to the petloon of the inhabitants of 
Hull, humbly orauing this Court to grant them some releife as 
to their charges expended on y« oreoting of a beaoon on Point 
Allirton, Ac, the Court judgeth it meet to A doe hereby grant 
the stijd tonne of Hull their next single country rate.'' 

"1680. 19 May. The names of the seuerall gent" rotnrnd 
from y" tounes to serve at this court wore, — . . . Hull : M' 
Nath. Hosworth." 

"1681. 11 May. In ens' to the petloon of Nathaniel Bos- 
worth, in behalf of the freemen, A Isaaek Lobdell, on y* behalf 
of y* selectmen, the Court Judgeth it meet A doe hereby im- 
power Sarjnnt Nathaniel Bosworth, of Hull, to administer 
oathrs in the touno and to marry persons there, provided one 
of the sajd persons bo nn inhabitant amongst tbom, and that 
they bo piibliMliod according to law." 

In tho collection of *' Hutchinson Papers/' pub- 
lislied by the Massnobusetts Historical Society (3d 
series, vol. i. p. 51), in a report dated 1G57, and 
signed by Tbonias Savage (the writer of the report), 
Elcnzcr Lusher and John Johnson, '* being by order 
of the General Court appointed a committee to in- 
quire concerning the maintenance of the ministers of 
the churches in the county of Suffolk,'* it is stated 
that " Hull allow their minister £40 per annum, 
the families being twenty." 

Abram Jones represented Hull in the General 
Courts tif Nov. 5 and Dec. 3, 168sl. 

Ill Prince's *' Annals of New England," under 
date of 1G33, is found the following: 

** Jan. 17. Gov. Winthrop having Intelligenoe 

from the East, that the French had bought tho Scots 

Plantation [t.e., Port-lioyal] near Cape-Sable, the 

Fort and Ammunition delivered to them, and that 

the Cardinal [Richlieu having the managing thereof, 

had sent sonic Commanders already, and Preparations 

made to send many more next Year [i.e. next Spring] 

and divers Priests and Jesuits among them ; calls the 

Assistants to Boston [with] the Ministers, Captains 

and some other chief Men, to advise what is fit to be 

done for our Safety ; in Regard the French arc like 

to prove ill Neighbours, being Papirtts. At which 

Meeting 'tis agreed (1) That a Plantation ond Fort 

he forthwith begun at Nataskct ; partly to bo some 

Block in an Enemy's Way, tho' it could not barr his 

Entrance, and especially to prevent an Enemy from 

taking that Passage from us; (2) That the fort 

begun at Boston be finished ; (3) That a Plantation 

he begun at Agawani (being the best I'lace in the 

liuml for Tillage and Cattle ;) least nn Enemy finding 

it, should possess and take it from us ; the Gov's 

S(Hi being one of the Assistants is to undertake this 

[new Plantation] and to take no more out of the Bay 
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than 12 men, the Rest to be supplied at thp Coming 
of the next Ships. 

*'Feb. 21. Qov. [Winthrop] and 4 Assistants, 
with 3 Ministers, and 18 others, |i;o in 3 Doats to 
view Nntasket ; the wind W, fair Weather : but the 
Wind rises at N W so sharp and extream Cold, that 
they are kept there two Nights, being forced to lodge 
on the ground in an open Cottage, on a little old 
Straw which they pulled from the Thatch: Their 
Victuals also grow short, so that they are forced to 
eat Muscles : Yet thro' the Lord's special Providence, 
they come utl safe Home the 3d Day after. On view 
of the Place it is agreed by all, that to build a Fort 
there, would be of too great Charge and of little Use : 
Whereupon the Planting of that Place is defer*d." 

In Governor Bradford's " History of Plymouth 
Plantation," it is noted '* ther was one M'. Ralfo 
Smith, & his wife & familic, y^ came over into y* 
Bay of y* Massachusets, and sojurned at prcsente 
[1G29] with some stragling people that lived at 
Natascoe." Shortly afterwards, when a boat from 
Plymouth put in at that place, *' he ernestly desired 
that they would give him & his, passage for Plimoutli, 
... for he was werie of being in y^ unqoth place, 
<& in a poore house y^ would neither keep him nor his 
goods drio." His pathetic appeal was listened to, 
and he was taken to Plymouth, where he " was 
chosen into y* ministrio, and so remained for sundrie 
years." 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, on June 13, 1878, Mr. C. F. Adams, Jr., of 
Quincy, read a communication upon '* Old Planters 
about Boston Harbor," in which he assigned priority 
to the settlement at Wessagusset (Weymouth), giving 
the date of temporary settlement as August, 1622, 
and of permanent settlement as September, 1623. The 
settlement at Nantasket (Hull) is given second place, 
with the date '< l*)23-25." Relative to the " Na- 
tascot" settlement, Mr. Adams stiid, — 

** Hubbard says that * something like an habitation 
was set up' at this .place, for the purpose of trading 
with the Indians, in consequence of Miles Standish's 
visit to Boston Harbor in September, 1621.' This 
would seem to imply the establishment there of a 
mere station, such as the fishermen temporarily occu- 
pied every year at certain seasons, on the coast of 
Maine and elsewhere. Drake, on the authority of an 
unpublished deposition, asserts that, in 1622, three 
men, named Thomas and John Gray and Walter 
Knight, purchased ^ Nantasket' of Chicatabut, and 
there settled themselves." The next addition to 



Hubbard, p. 102. 



> Hislorj of Boston, p. 41. 



their numbers, if these persons did indeed sit down 
at Hull in the way and at the time stated, ctmo in a 
very questionable and far IVom heroic or triumpbant 
way. In the spring of 1625, at just about the tiuio 
of Wollaston's arrival, John Oldham had got into 
trouble with the Plymouth magistrates, in the man- 
ner stated by Bradford, who arrested [him] and put 
him in confinement.* 

** Morton thus describes what followed : * A lane of 
Musketiers was made, and bee compelled in soorno to 
passe along betweenc, & to receave a bob upon the 
buuinie by every musketier, and then a board a sliuU 
lop, and so conveyed to Wessaguscus shoare, & 
staid at Massachusetts, to whome John Layford and 
some few more did resort, where Master Layford 
freely executed his office, and preached every Lord's 
day, and yet maintained his wife & children foure or 
five, upon his industry there, with the blessing of 
God, and the plenty of the Land, without the helpe 
of his auditory, in an honest and laudable manoer, 
till he was wearied and made to leave the Country.' * 
[Bradfonl (p. 190) says of the manner of Old- 
hams expulsion : " But in conclusion they coniiteil 
him till he was tamer, and then apointed a ganl of 
moskctors, w*"** he was to pass throw, and ever «tno 
was ordered to give him a thump ou y* brich with y* 
but end of his musket, and then was oonveied to y* 
water side, wher a boat was ready to cary him away. 
Then they bid him goe and mende his maners.'* 
A. E. S.] The next year Lyford and Oldham 
moved across to Gape Ann; but in 1628 the (Jrcys 
[Orays?], or whoever remained at Hull, were able to 
contribute £1 10«. to the expense of Morton's arrest, 
which amount, considering that Plymouth contrib- 
uted but £2 10«., would seem to indicate that they 
were not unprosperous. Even then, probably, Hull 
was a favorite harbor of refuge and refreshment. It 
was certainly convenient for trading purposes.*' 

In the summer of 18-18 there was publishetl, in 
Boston, a rather queer pamphlet, made up mostly of 
letteis which had been written by Mr. J. L. Homer, 
who styled himself the ''Shade of Alden" (!), to the 
Boston Post^ and published in that paper in the sum- 
mer of 1845. Numerous allusions are made to Hull, 
and from some of these the following extracts arc 
taken, as being likely to prove interesting reading at 
the present day : 

''.... Hull is sustained almost entirely by the 
fisheries. Tlirco-quurtcrsof her active |K)pulation get 
a living in fishing-boats — either in the cod or mack- 

» Bradford, p. 190. 

' Nc\T Knglish Cauaun, Book III., ohap. viii. 
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erel Bshery. . . . What a yeor for mackerel ! There 
arc some fifty boats in Hull bay every day from Bos- 
ton, Hiiigham, Milton, Quincy, etc., the hands of 
which appear to have full business. . . . Lobsters are 
caught in great abundance on the shores of Hull. 
Thousands of them are sent up to Boston annually. 
. . . Lobsters arc delivered at the Point at the rate 
of S3 @ S4.50 per hundred. They are taken to 
Boston and Charlcstown by wholesale dealers two or 
three times a week. There they are boiled and de- 
livered to the men who retail them in those cities. . . . 
Hull is a great place for wreckers and for wrecks. Mr. 
Tower, Mr. Mitchell, and some others, whose exertions 
have often been witnessed amid the tempest ond the 
Rtfirni on Nnntasket Beach and its vicinity, live in 
Hull. The former gentleman keeps the only hotel in 
the place. . . . Mr. Mitchell, a foreigner by birth, 
from small beginnings has become quite a landholder 
hero, and is said to bo rich. . . . He owns the piece 
of land on which the telegraphic establishment stands, 
and this embraces also the old fort built during the 
Revolutionary war. This is an object of much in- 
terest to all who visit Hull. Within this fort there 
is u well about ninety feet deep, and what is remark- 
able, the bottom of it is twenty-five feet above the 
level of the road. 

" It may be interesting to geologists to know that in 
digging this well marine shells were found at the 
depth of seventy feet. I have this fact from old 
residents who lived in Hull during the Bevolution. 
This well was dug for the purpose of supplying the 
troops stationed there with water^ os well as the crews 
of the vessels belonging to the squadron of the Count 
de Orasse, which wos anchored in the roads near the 
fort for a long time. The crews of this squadron 
were, I nm informed by a venerable lady, in the habit 
of bringing their clothes on shore at Hull for the 
purpose of wa.shing Uiem. They often used to hang 
tlieui on the tombstones in the burying-ground to dry. 
... On the beach, near Mr. Tower's hotel, lie the 
wrecked hulls of two or three vessels, and masts and 
spars innumerable. Some of the lluilonians are in the 
habit of buying wrecks and then breaking them up, 
saving the iron, copper, and such other parts as are valu- 
able, and using the wood for fuel. The wreck of the 
ill-fated * Massasoit' and that of the brig ' Trcniont,* 
cast away Inst winter at Point Alderton, have been 
entirely broken up, and the materials arc piled moun- 
tain high before the house of Mr. Mitchell, who has 
enough of this kind of stull" to load a ship i>r threes 
hundred tons, lie is a wholesale dealer in wrecked 
vcHscls — in old masts, spars, riggin<i, iron, and brjtss. 
The wreck of the old brig * Favorite' lies upon the 



beach, as does that of the schooner * Emelioe,' both 
of which vessels, heavily laden, were sunk some three 
or four years since off Nantasket Beach, and after- 
wards raised by Mitchell and others on shares and 
towed into Hull Bay. I think they must have lost 
money by these jobs. The hull of the ' Favorite* 
at low water was formerly used as a shelter for horses 
when the stable of Mr. Tower was fall. It is now 
too deeply imbedded in the sand for that purpose. 
There are numerous relics of the old ship ' Mohawk,* 
which was wrecked off P.[oint] Alderton, with a valu- 
able cargo, from Liverpool. Her figure-head adorns 
one of Mitchell's buildings; her round-house he uses 
as a counting-room and for other purposes. I have 
been informed that, at one period, the inhabitants 
held their political and town-meetings in this acci- 
dental fixture, but I have my doubts. At any rate, 
the school-house, a diminutive ten-footer, is used for 
this purpose. It is also used for religious purposes, 
it being the only ^ public building' of any kind in 
Hull, except the poor-house, which is tcnantless, the 
town preferring to board its paupers out, at Cohasset, 
rather than support them luxuriantly [luxuriously ?] 
on clams and fried eels at home. . . . 

" (Note, June, 1848.) . . . The frequency of ship- 
wrecks on Nantasket Beach and its vicinity, on Co- 
hasset rocks, at Scituate, Marshfield, and other places, 
is a subject which ongrasses the attention and thoughts 
of the Hullonions, who arc too often shocked at the 
accounts which appear in the Boston papers, and who 
are so frequently called from their beds, at the dead 
hours of the night, to save the lives and property of 
others, that they have been compelled to get up an in- 
dignation meeting, and to express their feelings very 
freely upon this important subject. . . . The meeting 
we refer to in our introductory remarks took place on 
'Change, in Hull, a short distance from Tower's 
hotel, and was organized by the choice of Capt. 
Mitchell as chairman, and Capt. Lawton as secretory. 
The objects of the meeting having been fully and in- 
telligibly explained by the chairman, a committee of 
three was appointed to drafl resolutions in relation to 
the alarming increase of shipwrecks on the shores in 
ihe vicinity of Hull, Cohasset, Marshfield, Sec. The 
conimittec retired, and after an absence of thirty 
niinutcs returned with the following preamble and 
resolutions, viz. : 

** ' Whcrrnif, the «|uiet, industrious citizen? of Hu]| have 
noticed, witli regret and indignation, but with the feelings of 
nu'H jind of ('hiiKtinni*, mr tlioy liuiuMj truKt, the rapid inorcn^u 
of Fhipwrcckp, nn<l of nccident!» to our mercantile marine, on 
NanliiFkct I'cnch, tl»c llurding.*:, (^ohaf^et rock.«, at Marnhfield, 
Scituate, and otiier nhices in that vicinity; nnd whrrran, thoi»o 
which have occurred of late are believed to have been caused. 



1184 



HISTORY OP PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 



for the most part, through the ignoranoo, inezparienoe, caro- 
lennoMi, or want of proper nttontion and skill on the |>art of 
those in ooumand of the vessels which have beon partially or 
wholly wreoked, in some instauees involving tho loss of valu- 
able human lives as well as property; and wheretit, of lato 
years we have been shocked at the frequent midnight calls 
made upon us to proceed to Long Beach [Nantasket Beach was 
sometimes formerly thus spoken of], and its neighborhood, to 
save the fragments of wrecks and the lives of mariners; and 
whereat, there is reavon to believe that many of the youthful 
captains sailing out of Boston are unfitted fbr the business 
they are engaged in, either from a want of experience as sca> 
men, sound judgment and skill as navigators, or the absence of 
a proper alacrity when approaching the o(»aft, and who arc too 
uflon put in command of vessels through the untluo influeiioo 
of wealthy relatives; and whereae, these things are becoming 
highly offensive to the unpretending, hard-fisted citisens of 
Hull and of liingham, some of whom have fuUowoil fishing 
twonty-flvc and thirty years without running ashore or without 
meeting with a single accident; therefore 

** * Jteeolved, That there are four points to the oompass, — N., 
B., S., W. ; and any captain of a vessel who cannot box a com- 
pass deserves to have his ears boxed. 

** * Reeoloed, That an education received by rubbing against 
the walls of a college, or passing through its balls, is not so 
serviceable to a sea-captain as one received upon the ocean, 
amidst high winds, heavy seas, and hard knocks. 

** * Jieeolved, That maps and charts are useful to navigators at 
sea, and he who neglects to study them thoroughly Is a block- 
head of the first class, and ought not to be intrusted with tho 
command of a first-class ship. 

" ' Jieeolved, That the beaoh at Marshfiold is not Boston light- 
house, " any way you can fix it." 

'* * Jieeolved, That no captain of a ship has a right to run his 
jibboom into the lantern of Boston Light, through mistake or 
carelessness, supposing himself to be fifty miles from the shore 
at the time. 

** * Jieeolved, That tho light on Eastern Point, at tho entrance 
of QlouocHtor harbor, a steady light, cannot wull bo mistaken, 
except thn>ugh sheer ignoranco, for that at the entrance of 
Boston harbor, which is a revolving uno. 

** * Jieeolved, That Boston Light and Cape Ann are thirty 
miles apart, and cannot be made much shorter [nearer to- 
gether ?], even by the aid of a straight railroad from point to 
I)oint. 

** * Jieeolved, That Cohasset rocks, on the South shore, although 
they resemble some others on the North shore, are not one and 
the same thing, and it is important that this fact should be 
generally understood. 

** * Jieeolved, That any captain, while nearing the rocks 
spoken of, or any others, who fails to use his deep-sea line or 
liand-lead constantly until he finds out his right position, is 
unfit to have charge of a valuable ship and cargo, and the more 
valuable lives of her crew and passengers; his own is of but 
little consequence to the rising generation. 

*** Jieeolved, As the deliberate opinion of this meeting, that 
when a sea-captain, if approaching our coast, his course due 
W., findd himself getting rapidly into shoal water, tho safest 
way is to wear ship and run to tho eastward, instead of running 
plump upon tho bench or tho rocks. 

" * Jienolved, That a sea-captuin might as well be a hard 
drinker, at once, as to be extremely ignorant of his reckoning 
and bearings under a bright sky and a brighter sun. 

'' ' Jieeolved, Tliat our labors ns wreckers are often severe and 
perilous, but well intended, disinterested, iind zealous ; and thiit 
we look to the underwriters for a proper remuneration in all 



cases where asslatanM la rendered to Tasaels in distress. Tt Is 
not right for them to cavil at small eharges wlion llioy »r« jiwi. 
" ' Jieeolved, That Father Bates be respeotrally rsquMlsd to 
preach a sermon upon the imporUnt poInU euibmeml In those 
resolutions.' 

*' At the Buggestioo of the chairman the following 
rcsolutioD was added to those reported bj tho com- 
mittec : 

** * Jieeolved, That any oapUin who mas his vmboI ashore^ 
from inadvertence or other cause, and throws only half hisenrgi^ 
overboard, where it oan be fished up with faelllty by wroekors, 
is entitled to more oonslderatiou and favor at tbs hands of m- 
durwriturs than he who moela with a total Ions, v«wiiol »ii«l 
oargo.' 

^* . . . The whole subject was tlicn thrown open 
for discussion. Several gentlemen addrossed the 
meeting, and bore with unsparing soYerity apon the 
gross negligence and carelessness of the oommanden 
of several vessels which had been either wrecked or 
damaged within the last few years. . . . The resolu- 
tions were then adopted. . . . 

*< It is a remarkable fact that there is [1845] no 
settled minister in Hull; but there is an exoelleni 
Sabbatli-sclioul. Occasionally, at this season of the 
year, some straggling preacher oomes along, and is 
invited to supply the pulpit for a few Sundays. In 
the winter season preaching is more cunstant. ... I 
repeat that it is surprising there is no settled minister 
in Hull at this enlightened era, inasmuch as it is re- 
corded in the books that, for a period of more than 
one hundred years, from 1660, when the popalation 
was much smaller than it now is, there wore Kcveral 
settled Congregational ministers. Unt, at the time [ 
refer to, there was but one kind of religitin known 
amongst us, and one kind of religious teachers — the 
pure, unadulterated Congregational ; and, on that ao- 
count, all could contribute cheerfully to the general 
fund for the support of some good, pious minister. 
Now, almost every citizen of Hull has a religion of 
his own. There is a slight sprinkling of Murmona 
and Latter- Day Saints among the inhabitants, as well 
as Univcrsalists, Baptists, Calvinists, Methodists, Uni- 
tarians, Catholics, and Sculpinians (a sect who worship 
the head of a dried sculpin). To this simple circum- 
stance, undoubtedly, may be attributed the fact that 
there is no settled minister in Hull at this time, and 
not to any parsimonious feeling the inhabitants, as a 
body, possess, so far as the salvation of their souls is 
concerned. Besides, the income from their parson- 
age lands amounts to almost enough to give a minister 
a decent support. And yet I have heard that the 
last settled minister of Hull was fairly starved out, 
and that, though originally a corpulent man, he loll 
the town in a very lean condition. . . . 
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"It is crcditoblc to the iiihabitniits of Hull that 
they can get along without the services of a lawyer 
— in a small town always a great nuisance, but in a 
large, open, bustling, populous 6eld of some impor- 
tance, when he is actuated by high-minded, honorable 
principles. Not only bos the town no lawyer, but 
nu physician lives within its borders. This is a 
* grievous fault,' especially when it is considered that 
that excellent injunction of the Scriptures, ' increase 
and multiply,' is observed very generally by both 
sexes in Hull, who make a kind of religion of it. A 
capable young physician, who would be willing to 
spend a portion of his time in fishing for a livelihood, 
might find a pretty good opening at Hull, for the 
inhabitants are now entirely indebted to llinghum 
for medical aid when any of them are dangerously 

" In 1734, the inhabitants erected a meeting-house 
in the * middle of the village, near a piece of water — 
a small pond. This ^ piece of water' is in its pristine 
beauty, and daily visited by dogs, horses, and cows, 
for the purpose of bathing and drinking ; but the 
meeting-house was blown down in the great gale of 
September, 1815 — a gale almost unprecedented for 
its violence in the annals of New England. . . . The 
meeting-house was not rebuilt at Hull, and the only 
place of worship in the village at present [1845] is a 
small, eighteen-foot building, standing on the margin 
of the aforesaid * piece of water,' and nearly opposite 
the site of the old one. 

"... A public school is supported by the town six 
months of every year, the teacher generally being a 
female, of moderate intellectual capacity, and of 
modest pretensions, and she receives a small salary. 
She has forty scholars, embracing the flower of the 
yonl.li of the town, the sons and daughters of hardy fwh- 
crnicn. . . . In 1775 there were fifty houses in Hull ; 
now [1845] there are about half that number. There 
are ten or twelve schooners owned here, besides sev- 
eral pink-stern* boats, and they arc employed in the 
lumbering, lightering, and fishing business. . . . I find 
that th(!re is something of a military spirit in Hull. 
Some of its early settlers were among the original 
founders of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery 
Conipnny [of Boston]. 

"The location of the village of Hull is a highly 
favorable one for the purposes of Jigriculture. The 
houses and gardens all lie between two prominent 
hills, of great length, running from soulh to west; 
they arc, conseijuently, shielded iroin the searching 
north and northeast winds. These hills are composed 



> "A high, narrow stern, like that of a pink."— Simmonps. 
7fi 



of rich pasture-lands, of well-cultivated and productive 
fields, fruit-trees, etc. The soil is said to be equal to any 
in New England. This is probably true, as everything 
appears to have a rank and vigorous growth. There 
is a large number of winter pear-trees in full bearing, 
some of which are one hundred and fifty years old. 
The last year's crop of this fruit brought three hun- 
dred dollars. Next to fishing, the chief employment 
of the inhabitants is agriculture. The hills are covered 
with flocks of sheep, and the pastures give sustenance 
and comfort to numerous cows, horses, and oxen. 
Hull will often remind one of a thriving agricultural 
town in the interior. I would here remark that the 
residents sell their barn-manure to farmers in Dor- 
chester and lloxbury, and spread upon their own 
lands kelp and rockweed, which are found in abun- 
dance all along the shore. . . . The population of 
Hull in 1810 was 132; in 1820, 172; 1830, 198; 
1840, 230 ; and at this time [1845] it is supposed to 
be about 270. These statistics show that there has 
been a gradual increase in the population since the 
commencement of the present century, but the num- 
ber of .inhabitants now is probably not more than it 
was in 1775, when there were fifty houses in Hull, 
each house, doubtless, containing five or six souls. 
The town has the honor of having given birth— or, 
to speak more correctly, one of its women claimed 
that honor — to one graduate of Harvard University^ 
the Ilev. Israel Loring, who died in 1772, at Sud- 
bury (where he was settled sixty-six years), at the 
advanced age of ninety. . . . 

*' The temperance cause was early agitated in Hull, 
from which fact I infer that some of the first settlers, 
their children, or their grandchildren, were addicted 
to sipping * bimbo'' and other strong drinks from tin 
cups. In 1721 . . . the town voted that no tavern 
or public-house should be kept within its limits. And 
from that day to this [1845 I] intoxicating drinks 
have rarely been sold in the town of Hull. At the 
other end of the beach, perhaps, a diflferent story 
might have been told when you and I were young, 
^ long time ago.' When the fishermen of Hull, or 
any of its inhabitants or transient visitors, want a 
* drop of comfort/ they have to go or send to Boston 
for it. New England rum is the favorite beverage of 
most of the consumers, who take it in the pure, nat- 
ural state, as many of our farmers in the interior do 
while making hay. ... At the suggestion of Capt. 
Sturgis and Mr. Tower, the Humane Society have 
recently erected a new boat-house on the north side 
of Stony Beach, near Point Alderton, in which there 



' The Indian name for strong drink, 



1186 



HISTORY OP PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 



is an elegant, substantial, copper-fastened life-boat, of 
extensive dimensions. I should think it capable of 
holding thirty or forty persons, besides her * gallant 
crew.* She is calculated for eight oars. This boat 
was much wanted. There arc now two excellent boats 
there, one of which b on the northeast side, besides 
two * humane houses* for the accommodation of 
wrecked seamen. . . . One of the boats at Hull has 
been the means of saying forty or fif^y lives from 
seven different vessels. The society [Massachusetts 
Humane] has recently presented Moses B. Tower, of 
this place, with a gold medal for his exertions in 
saving the crew of the brig * Tremont.* . . . 

'* In Hull bay there are several islands on which 
are produced yearly many tons of excellent hay, be- 
sides large quantities of com, oats, barley, and rye, 
and the hills on the main land are also productive. 
These prominent and beautiful eminences, when our 
Pilgrim fathers landed on these shores and the Indian 
trod the soil in the majesty of his nature and his 
strength, with no one to molest or make him afraid, 
were crowned with vigorous oaks. Now we see no 
sign of the Indian or the oak ; both have long since 
been swept away by the march of civilisation and the 
hand of modern iniprovemont, and in the places tlioy 
once occupied we see the tall grass waving in luxuri- 
ance, and the corn ripening in the sun. . . . The salt- 
works of Mr. Tudor, at the Point, are an object of 
some interest to visitors at Hull. Mr. Tudor may be 
considered an amateur salt manufacturer, for he cer- 
tainly cannot make much money by his works. 
There are about five thousand feet of vats, and the 
quantity of salt made is fideen hundred bushels, 
which sells at three dollars per hogshead, or forty 
cents per bushel at retail. ... A few years since 
there were nine thousand feet of works in operation, 
and in one year three thousand bushels of salt were 
made. There is a large reservoir on the beach, which 
is filled at every high tide. The water from this is 
forced some distance through logs into the vats by a 
windmill. . . . 

** The town of Hull, through her representative, 
Mr. Tower, made Marcus Morton Qovernor of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. It is thin fact 
which bus given her much of the notoriety she pos- 
sesses. I understand, from a good source, that there 
are about fifly voters belonging to the town, in all, . . . 
some of them traveling a distance of six miles by 
land, and others two or three by water, to dischar^^o 
this most important duty of a freeman. Add to this 
the fact that one-half the voters are engaged in light- 
ering and fishing, as long as it is safe to run their 
vessels, and the reader will readily perceive that it is 



easy to account for the small number of votes caat at 
our gubernatorial elections, a fact which has given 
rise to the expression, * As goes Hull, so goes Ute 
State r ' When Mr. Tower was elected there was a 
great political excitement — it was diamond eat 
diamond* ; but the Democrats outwitted their op- 
ponents, af\er a hard struggle (between the Athn 
party' and the office-holders), by getting down from 
Boston the crows of several vessels belonging to Hull. 
They reached home the evening previous to the 
election (the second trial), and, by their votes the 
next day, they established the political character of 
the Bay State for the following year. And let It be 
remembered, too, that [this was done by a single 
vote — by the representative of the smallest town in 
the commonwealth, chosen under the peculiar ciroam- 
stances I have mentioned.' . . . 



1 Thia phrase hag in reoent yean been several tiwei belied by 
the town's vote proving oontrarj to that of the State at htrge. 

* This refers to the political partj of whioh the Bo»u>h Ail*i9 
was a newspaper champion. 

* r have taicen some pains to exMuine into tlie cironmstAiieoe 
attending the two elections of Mr. Morton as tiovemor of Maa- 
sachusottSy since these events are frequently allmioil to (and not 
nlwiiyH u«irrotilly) as iiotsl»lv upis«Mlos in tlie |M»litirNl liiiitory ut 
the com uion wealth. In the journal of the House fur June 16, 
1840, I find a ** report of the joint special oommittee to wbom 
were referred the returns of votes for Governor and Lienten- 
ant-Qovoruor/' cast in the previous November, in wbleb the 
following tabular statement is given : 

Whole iiiiiiibor uf votes legally returned fur Oovomur.. 103,01111 

Nooussary fur a choice 61,034 

Marcus Blurtou has 61,034 

lidward Uverett has 60,726 

All others have 307 

It will thus be seen that Mr. Morton carried the election by one 
vote, — that is to say : had he received one leas vote than be did 
he would have failed of a minority, and the eleetion of a Got- 
emor would have gone to the Legislature, in aooordanoe with 
the law at that time. Nowadays a simple plurality elect*. 
This is prooiKuly what did happen throe years later. In tliu Sialo 
election held Nov. 14, 1842, it was finally decided that tbero 
were 60, 11 8 votes necessary for a choice. Mareua Alorton bad 
66,563, according to the revised returns, and John Darls, ble 
nearest opponent, 66,030. The election was thus thrown Into 
the Legislature. The House on Jan. 16, 1843, balloted for the 
"first candidate for Qovernor." The first ballot resulted aa 
follows : 

Whole nuinher 348 

Necessary for choice 176 

Marcu» Muitoii hud 172 

John Diivis , 170 

Sninuel K. Sowttll 6 

and there was no choice. 

At this point (according tu the llunUm Atlut of the following 
day) " Mr. Walley said that one more vote had been thrown 
than there were nieniberd present ; 348 votes had been cast, 
and Messrs. Hardy and Douglas of Lowell, llyde of Stnrbridgc, 
and Fowle uf Boston, were absent, and it was well known that 
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'' Noto, June, 1848. We are glad to find that a 
change for the better has come over the people of 
Hull since 1845. They have waked up considerably 
within one year, and the town is now going ahead 
nt a pretty smart rate. The politics of the voters 
have undergone a material change : the Whigs now 
outnumber the Democrats more than three to one. 
At the congressional election in April last Mr. Mann 
received 24 votes and Mr. Whittaker only 6. . . . 
At the previous gubernatorial election in the fall of 
1847, Mr. Briggs received 19 votes and Mr. Gush- 
ing 9. The military men did not turn out in their 
full strength, owing to some supposed indignity cast 
at thorn by the Governor. At the Inst general train- 
ing, in May, there were twenty-four names on the 



there were only 351 in the Uotue." Another ballot resulted as 
follows : 

Whole number .347 

Nccofwary Tor ohotoo 174 

MaroiiK Morion had 174 

John Davis 105 

Samuel £. Sowall 8 

Thus, by a majority of one vote, Mr. Morton's name was sent 
to the Senate as " first candidate for Governor," according to 
the phrase of that day. The House on the same day elected 
.Tohn Davis as the "second candidate for Qovernor*'; and on 
the day following the Senate elected Mr. Morton Governor, as 
fnllowfl : 

Whole number 38 

Necessary for choice 20 

Marcus Morton had 27 

John Davis II 

In the Botfon Allan of Jan. 17, 184.3, which had bitterly op- 
posed Morton, appeared an editorial headed "The Collins Gov- 
ernor," in which the following language occurred : " There is 
not now the shallow of a doubt that Marcus Morton will be 
elected this day as Governor of Massachusetts. In 1839 ho was 
elected Governor by one vote majority at the popular election. 
Now, not having votes enough at tho election by the people, he 
oomos into tho ofTico by a single vole in iho lloiifto of Uopre- 
sciitntivos, and (lint volo given to hitn by a moinber from one 
of tho strongest Whig towns in the commonwealth, who voted 
against the known and expressed wishes of his constituents, 
and bnsoly betrayed the interests he was sent hero to sustnin. 
This iiiiin is tliomumbpr from Kastlmin, It. II. A. Collins, whoso 
name wo have before announced," etc, etc. Any descendant of 
Mr. Collins who may oliinior to road thcso Iiiic8 nood not foci 
(liul any Kti^iita is tlicrcli}', of necessity, oust upon his kins- 
ninn's memory. Tho chargo was made by a ncw^^papcr smart- 
ing under the election of a man whom it opposed. It is only 
inserted here to show that tho "one vote" by which, practi- 
cnily, Mr. Morton was for the second lime ma<ie Governor, 
could bo ascribed to any one of the rcpro^ontatives who votod 
for him, according as one inij;ht please, — that is. that the 
"Slia<lo of AMon" had Just iin good a riglil to claim it for Hull, 
ii» tho AtliiH had t4) chargo it upon Collins. It is one of those 
matters which cannot, in the nature of things, be dcflnitely 
pinned down as the act of a particular man. PerhapF it is hot- 
ter so. — A. E. S. 



muster-roll, iis we learned from Capt. Lawton. At 
this present writing the voters arc, almost to a man, 
Democratic Whigs, and friendly to Oten. Taylor as 
next President. . . . The town has now a minister, 
and pays him a moderate salary. He is a Methodist, 
and appears peculiarly well fitted for the station he 
occupies. His name is Bates. He is a good preacher, 
intellectually strong, and has a bold delivery. He is 
sixty-eight years old, but looks much younger. . . . 
Father Bates was born in Cohasset. He followed 
fishing until he was fourteen years of age, when he 
went to Vermont to be educated. . . . Among other 
improvements in Hull since 1845, it should be men- 
tioned tliat two wharvcA for the accommodation of 
vessels, steamboats, and fishermen have been built, 
one by Mr. [John] Mitchell, a short distance from 
Tower's hotel, which is 170 feet long and 100 wide. 
It is a substantial structure, well put together, and 
partly built of stone. It cost about S2000. Mr. 
Tudor has extended his wharf by adding an L to it, 
50 by GO feet. His wharf is now about 200 feet 
long. The depth of water at the end of it, at low tide, 
is from 10 to 12 feet. ... A new town hall is in 
progress near the pond in front of Main Street, which 
will cost about a thousand dollars. The upper room 
is to be devoted to town- meetings, and the lower one 
to education and religion.** 

Hull did her whole duty in tho llebellion, raising 
twenty-two soldiers and two sailors. Three men were 
lost in service: Sergt Ansel P. Loring, Company 
E, Forty-seventh, killed on duty near NeW Orleans, 
June 24, 1863, his body having been found floating 
in the Mississippi, with shot-wounds through the 
head ; Nathaniel R. Hooper, Company F, Twentieth, 
killed at Fredericksburg, Dec. 11, 1862; and John 
M. Cleverly, Company A, Third Rhode Island Cav- 
alry, at Charity Hospital, New Orleans, of chronic 
diarrlitjcn. 

Among the noteworthy old houses at Hull, the 
Cushing house may properly be mentioned. It was 
built as a parsonage for Rev. Ezra Carpenter, one of 
the early ministers, and is still well preserved. More 
than a century ngo, when it was occupied by Capt. 
Si)iitbcr, roriiicrly of the British navy, the patriot 
Jaiues Otis frequently made it his summer hoiue. It 
is thought that the old Hunt house was built for Rev. 
Mr. Mathews* parsonage. Revs. Zechariah Whit- 
man and Samuel Veazie arc known to have occupied 
it, and the latter made a paintinf:; in the kitchen which 
is still preserved. The house was later the Imme of 
I William llaswell,a British naval officer and father of 
I Mrs. Rowson (the talented lady alluded to in the 
opening portion of the present sketch). Haswell lived 
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there until the revolt of the colonies against British 
tyranny. Within a ftiw years the venerable house 
was purohused by Mr. John Boyle O'Reilly, the Irish- 
American poet and editor of the JJonfon Pilot, The 
Oregon House, the largest hotel in Hull village, was 
built in 1848 from materials of the barracks at Castle 
Island. It has been considerably enlarged since that 
time. 

During recent years Hull village has shared in the 
prosperity resulting from the rising prominence of the 
region as a summer resort, and a large number of cot- 
tagers make the old town their home during the hot 
months. On the old steamboat wharf is situated the 
picturesque club-house of the Hull Yacht Club, which 
numbers nearly five hundred members. The buy in- 
side of Hull is a favorite resort for yachtsmen, and 
many interesting aquatic events take place there each 
year in the boating season. At Windmill Point, the 
very tip end of the territory of Hull, is located a 
second steamboat wharf. It is hero that the Nan- 
tasket Beach Railroad makes one of its termini, the 
stations being directly in front of the mammoth Hotel 
Pomberton, one of those great caravansaries peculiar 
to the American watering-place of the present day. 

Telegraph Hill, the most conspicuous cmiuenco in 
the village of Hull, overlooking the harbor and its 
approaches, is owned by an elderly lady residing in 
Hingham, who persbtently refuses either to sell or 
lease it. Were it to come into the market it would 
be quickly dotted with attractive summer cottages. 
The hill has on its summit the ruins of an old fort, 
within whose embrasures rises a small wooden struc- 
ture with a square tower. This is the signal station 
from which the passage of inward- bound shipping is 
telegraphed to the Boston Merchants* Exchange. 
Before the invention of the telegraph a similar end 
was accomplished through the use of semaphores.' 

'The seuapbore waa tha first really effleient ielograph. It 
wai invented by Claude Cbapp€, and adopted by the Freneb 
government in 1704. Subsequently, under various modifications, 
it oame into use in nearly every oivilixed oonntry. It consisted 
of an upright post supporting a borisonlal bar, which, turning 
upon a pivot, could be placed at various inclinations. This 
had two smaller arms pivoted to its extremities, and capable 
of being turned at various angles with them. By indepciHlent 
movement of the parts the apparatus was susceptible of ninety- 
eight distinct positions, and of exhibiting the same number of 
diflurent signals, which ouuld be made to reproHcnt cithrr letters, 
numbers, words, or sentences. The spoeil of trunsmittsion under 
the motft favorable circumstances was about three cignals per 
minute. [The electric telegraph of the present day can bo worked 
at a rate of speed exceeding forty words per minute. — A. E. S.] 
The semaphores were placed upon high towers, usually about 
four or five miles apart. Much ingenuity was expended by 
Obapp6 and others in arranging a system of lights to ennlde 
the semaphore to be used at night, but with only partial suo- 



A tower stood on Central TVharf, Boston, whence the 
signals (as repeated from an intervening island^ were 
observed and repeated to the Old Statc-Houso. At 
first the names and characters of incoming slii|Mi were 
indicated by wooden arms, at varying angles, on a tall 
staff. Later, however, a set of one hundred and 
twelve different flags, one for each shipping merchant 
of Boston, was in use. Vessels entering the bay 
bore their owner's colors, and their identity was thus 
easily made out and signalled to Boston. The fort 
was built during the Revolution, the exact date and 
the circuni8tancc8 of its construction, however, being 
somewhat uncertain. On the southeasterly slope of 
the hill is the village graveyard. Within it lie buried 
representatives of the old families of the town, acme 
of whose descendants walk about the streets of Hull 
at the present day. 

Below are certain statistics relating to Hull, which 
have been collated from official sources : 



RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 

Year. Xxpeneet. Beoeipte. 

1H08 $2,M.'t6.V0 $:;,o.iu.7& 

ISAV e,2S8.70 0,422.;{O 

1870 6,720.60 0,482.18 

1 87 1 7,26-1.78 7,05U.oe 

1872 8,806.80 -IflVH.KV 

1873 6,442.88 6,808.09 

1874 14,306.84 16,209.10 

1876 7,601.08 7,699.84 

1876 11,667.20 11,694.20 

1877 10,476.03 10,626.94 

1878 10,604.70 12,072.80 

1879 9,079.69 10,047.42 

1880 11,361.86 1.H,n6.71 

1881 20,6.S4.94 28,660.11 

1882 21,608.70 22,962.60 

1883 34,707.67 86,871.80 

Mo. Ratable 

Year. Polls. Housesi Volamtioa. 

£ s. «L 

1771 34 27 460 11 S 

1791 i.,.. 21 19 863 4 11 

1801 86 14 $1,961.27 

1811 82 20 2,16.1.63 

1821 21 24 3,437.26 

18:n 24 28 68,100.86* 

1840 68 28 68,124.00 

1860 68 46 117,823.00 



oess. Id fogs and snow-storms, moreover, this system wm en- 
tirely useless. Until the introduction of the cleotrio telegraph 
aluiost every country in Europe maintained lines of semaphores 
belvreen its ua|»itul and the most important ports upon its sea- 
board. Purhiips the mo9t impurtnnt and costly undertaking of 
this kind wus tliu grout line constructed by Nicholas I. of 
llussia from the Austrian frontier through Warsaw to St. Peters- 
burg, and wliich wus composed of two hundred and twenty sta- 
tions. The semaphores wore erected upon the summits of sub- 
stantial and lofty towers, and the whole work cost several 
millions of dollars. — JohnMon'» Cyclopndin, 

^ In 1831 a change was made in the manner of fixing the 
town's valuation, which accounts for the apparent large inoreaae 
over the previous year. 
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No. Ratable 
Tmr. Polli. IIoQMt. V«lii«tlon. 

1860 62 64 $170,078.00 

1870 74 72 260,612.00 

1880 114 324 897,750.00 

1881 112 366 1,316,124.00 

1882 125 454 1,577,005.00 

188.1 160 477 2,116,866.00 

1884 187 501 2,194,172.00 

Population.— 1776, 120 ; 1790, 120 ; 1800, 1 17 ; 
1810, 132; 1820, 172; 1830, 198; 1840, 231; 
1850, 253; 1855, 292; 18G0, 285; 18G5, 2G0; 
1870, 261 ; 1875, 316; 1880, 383. 

Nantasket Beaoh. — It is nearly a century sinoe 
Nan task et Beach began its career as a pleasure resort, 
— in a small way, to be sure, as a desirable rendeivous 
for picnic parties, but nevertheless a beginning. In 
1826 a Mr. Worrick opened a small public-house near 
the southerly end of the Beach, called *' The Sports- 
man,** which was the resort of Daniel Webster and 
other distinguished men, and is still in existence and 
occupied as a summer cottage. The first steamboat 
pier was built in 1869, and the boats of the Boston 
and llingham Steamboat Company, which had for 
half a century previous been running to llingham, 
began to touch at Nantasket Beach. Those who came 
once, returned to busy cities charmed with the spot. 
They told their friends of the Arcadia which they 
had discovered. The tens of visitors became scores, 
and thoseon^ hiindrods; and, notably within the pnst 
ten years, or even less, a spirit of enterprise and prog- 
ress has entered into the very atmosphere of the 
place, until now the number of tourists who visit the 
Beach during the warm months is only to be measured 
by thousands. In place of the unpretentious hotels 
of the early hosts, now are seen great caravansaries, 
architecturally beautiful without, and supplied within 
with every comfort and convenience which a guest 
may desire. Upon the once barren knolls and hill- 
sides have been reared handsome cottages, many of 
which are occupied by Boston *s wealthy families. 

One thing which gives Nantasket Beach no incon- 
siderable prestige is the fact that its tone has always 
been high. Without being a Newport, where none 
but millionaires find congenial companionship await- 
ing tlicm, tlic Beach has drawn to itself the patron- 
age of tlic masses of people of moderate means, but 
{){' tiiste and refmoment as well. In tlie parlors and 
upon the pia/Ziis of its [;reat hotels silks rustle and 
diamonds «rliston ; and women and men, whose man- 
ners and speech entith; them to the appellation of 
hulie.s and gentlemen, promenade or converse, or listen 
to the music of an evening. Upon the roadways 
many a neat private turnout is seen, and the indica- 
tions of wealth are not difiicult of discovery in many 



directions. It should not be inferred, however, that 
Nantasket is a spot where the poor man has no place. 
On the contrary, there is no summer resort known 
to the writer where the laboring man and his family 
can enjoy a day*8 or a week's *' outing" to more ad- 
vantage to themselves, or at less expense, than here. 
Any well-behaved person, high or low, rich or poor, 
is always sure of courteous treatment, as well as of 
renewed vigor and strength from the sea-breezes, the 
bathing, and the many charming accessories of this 
favorite resort. 

It is not the purpose of the present writer to enter 
into a conventional description, d la guide-book, of 
this best-known summer resort in New Kngland. It 
is known the country over to thousands upon thou- 
sands of tourists. The unsurpassed beauty of the 
steamer trip of an hour's duration from Boston to 
Nantasket pier, the manifold natural attractions of 
the Beach, the bountiful provision made to entertain 
the visitor, the excellence of its hotels and orchestras, 
— all these things, and much more, are already known 
of all men. To recount them in detail in an article 
such as this would be but a waste of valuable space. 

" Roll on, thoa deep and dark-bine ocean, — roll ! 
Ten thousand fleets sweep over thee in vain ; 
Man marks the earth with ruin, — his eontrol 
Stops with the shore ; . . • 
Tlis steps are not upon thy paths, — thy fields 
Are not a s|»oil Tor hini, — thott dost arise • 
And shake liim from thee; . . . 
Unchangeable save to th j wild waves' play, — 
Time writes no wrinlcle on thine asure brow, — 
Such as creation's dawn beheld, then roUest now." 

Were the writer another Byron, he knows of no 
fitter spot to visit in search of scenes which should 
inspire his muse to lofty flights than Nantasket 
Beach. The sea, in its ever-changing aspects, has 
ever been a favorite theme for poetic song, though 
few writers have equaled in grandeur of thought and 
expression the stanzas of which the above-quoted 
lines are a part. It is at Nantasket that old ocean 
can be studied in all its thousand phases ; from the 
calm, blue expanse, dotted with glistening sails, shim- 
mering in the summer sunlight, or glowing redly with 
the hright reflection from sunset-hued clouds, to the 
heaving, seething caldron, whose angry, white-capped 
waves come dashing up the level beach, or shatter 
themselves against rocky cliffs, as if to rend them. 

Until within recent years travel along the Beach 
was restricted to vehicles. Now, however, by means 
of the Nant4isket Beach Railroad, extending from 
Hotel Pemberton to the Old Colony House station 
on the Old Colony Railroad, one may not only visit 
at his convenience any of the numerous " way 
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stations" along the line, but may trayel by a oon- 
tinnous, though somewhat cirouitous, rail route to 
Boston, or to the inland towns to which the Old 
Colony Railroad gives access. The beach, especially 
at low water, is one of the finest to be found any- 
where. Broad, smooth, and hard, of the finest and 
whitest sand, it furnishes a delightful promenade or 
drive, as well as the best facilities for bathing. About 
midway between the Nantasket Beach station and 
Hotel Pembcrton is Strawberry Hill. Here is 
located a good-sized settlement of neat cottages and a 
hotel, — the Sea Foain House. Strawberry Hill has 
its own steamboat wharf, and is a favorite resort. It 
is unquestionably destined to become very much 
larger in the near future, since there are a great many 
excellent sites for cottages as yet unimproved, and the 
land is held by persons who are disposed to encourage 
building. The old barn on the hill summit is a well- 
known landmark for pilots off the coast. On this 
site a barn containing eighty tons of hay was burned 
in 1775, "to grieve the Biitish garrison of Boston,'* 
and the harbor was splendidly illuminated by these 
patriotic fires. From Strawberry Hill the official 
surveys and triangulations of the harbor have been 
made, and the stand-pipe of the Hingham Water 
Company, fifty feet in height, is erected there, ninety- 
seven feet above high water, giving one hundred and 
forty-seven feet pressure. Previous to the building 
of these works there was complaint in regard to lack 
of water by the cottagers at Strawberry Hill, Hull, 
and Nantasket ; but now a great abundance of ex- 
cellent water is secured from Accord Pond, Hingham. 
Many pleasing drives may be taken with the Beach 
as a starting-point, the most beautiful being that 
along the far-famed Jerusalem road, — the delightful 
highway traversing the bluff leading southward 
toward Cohasset from the Beach, which many of 
Boston *s aristocracy have fixed upon as sacred to 
themselves. The sea view from this road is un- 
excelled for beauty, and a drive along its smooth 
course is rendered additionally pleasing on account of 



the elegant residenoea, surrounded by well-kept and 
attractive grounds, which line it on either side. 
These structures are of a totally different style from 
the cottages on the Beach proper, for thoy are all 
more substantially oonatructed and more elaborate 
architecturally. In several instanoes they are solidly 
built of stone, with commodious stables in the rear. 
They resemble the Newport villa more neariy than 
the more modest cottage peculiar to Nantasket. The 
drive over the road is at all times a charming one, 
even to one familiar with its beauties, while ti> a 
stranger it cannot fail to bo a most delightful 
experience. 

Every visitor to Nantasket Beach is forced, as it 
were, to do homage to the clam. Signs greet him at 
every turn offering him *' steamed cUms," *^ boiled 
clams," " fried clams," " clam chowder,** *' baked 
clams,'* etc., until he may well recall John O. Saze's 
witty sonnet : 

«T0 A OLAM. 

''DUM TAOBAT CLAVAIfT. 

** Inglorious friend 1 moat oonfident I am 
Thy life ih one of very liitU oMe; 
Albvii, men luock tlioe with their ■milce, 
And pmte of being ' happy m a olitm !' 
Whiit though thy nholl prutooUi iliy fnigile hewl 
From the iharp bailiffs of the briny sea ? 
Thy valves are, sure, no safety-ralves to thee 
While rakes are flree to desecrate thy bed, 
And bear thee off, as foemen talie their spoil. 
Far from thy friends and family to roam ; 
Foreed like a Hessian from thy native home^ 
To meet destruction in a foreign broil ! 
Though thou art tender, yet thy humble bard 
Declares, clam, thy case is shocking hard." 

A New York newspaper remarks that " Bostoniaiis 
are justly proud of Nantasket Beach, where one can 
get cultured clams, intellectual chowder, refined lager, 
and very scientific pork and beans. It is far superior 
to our monotonous sand beach [Coney Island] in its 
picturesquencss of natural beauty, in the American 
character of the visitors, and in the reasonablenesa of 
hotel charges, as well as the excellence of the service.'' 
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Plymouth County in the Rebellion. — In the 
history of the various towns elsewhere in this work 
will ho found nn account in detail of Plymouth 
County in the Rebellion, embracing the action of the 
townSf with soldiers* names, etc. In this chapter are 
presented brief sketches of various organizations 
having representatives from this county. Plymouth 
County, however, was more or less represented in 
nearly every organization in the State. 

The Third Militia Regiment, Col. Wardrop com • 
mander, was one of the earliest organizations to leave 
the State. It led for the front April 17, 1861, and 
returned on the 16th of the following July, having 
performed eflBcient service. One company of this 
regiment, Company A, of Halifax, was organized as 
early as 1792. 

Fourth Regiment. — The Fourth Regiment was 
first mustered into service in April, 1861, for three 
months, and ordered to Fortress Monroe, Va. It 
was commanded by Col. Abncr B. Packard, of Quincy, 
and included among its companies the Lincoln Light 
Infantry (Company I) of Hingham. When the call 
was made, in 1862, for nineteen thousand and eighty 
men for nine months, the Fourth again volunteered, 
and was sent to Camp " Joe Hooker*' to receive re- 
cruits. It was placed under the command of Col. 
Henry Walker, and ordered to join the forces under 
Mnj.-Gen. Banks, in the Department of the Gulf. 

Seventh Regiment. — This regiment, recruited 
principally in Bristol County by Col. (afterwards Maj.- 
Gen.) Darius N. Coucli, was mustered into the ser- 
vice of the United Stjites at Taunton, Mass., June 
15, 18G1, and arrived at Washington, D. C, on the 
15th of July. It took part in the battles of the 
Peninsula, Fredericksburg, Chanccllorsville, Gettys- 
burg, Wilderness, Spottsylvania, North Anna, and 
Cold Harb r. 

While in the service it was almost constantly en- 
gaged in important duties at the front. Upon return 
to Taunton, June 20, ISGl, it met with a welcome 
reception, and was mustered out the 4tli of July. 



Twelfth Regiment — The Twelflh Massaehusetts 
was raised by Fletcher Webster, of Marshfield, who 
was coniniisaioncd colonel, and commanded the regi- 
ment until he was killed at the second battle of Bull 
Run, Aug. 30, 1862. It was afterwards under the 
command of Col. James L. Bates, of Weymouth, 
Mass. This regiment originated as follows : 

The Sunday afler our troops were attacked in Bal- 
timore, Md., a mass meeting was hold in State Street, 
Boston, in response to a call for volunteers issued by 
Fletcher Webster. The meeting was addressed by 
William Dehon, Bisq., Edward Riddle, Hon. Charles 
L. Woodbury, Mr. Webster, and others. Afler read- 
ing the proclamation of Oovemor Andrew, Mr. Web- 
ster said he had offered his services for the purpose 
of raising a regiment to serve the United States 
during the continuance of the existing difficulties. 
'^ I shall be ready on Monday,*' said Mr. Webster, 
" to enlist recruits. I know that your patriotism and 
valor will prompt you to the path of duty, and we 
will show to the world that the Massachusetts of 1776 
is the same in 1861.*' 

The regiment was mustered into service June 26, 
1861, and left the State July 23d. It was engaged 
at Cedar Mountain, Second Bull Run, Antietani, 
Fredericksburg, Chanccllorsville, Gettysburg, Wilder- 
ness, Spottsylvania, North Anna River, Cold Harbor, 
and Petersburg. July 8, 1864, it was mustered out 
of service at Boston. 

Eighteenth Regiment. — To the loyalty and pa- 
triotic spirit of the citizens of Duxbury, Middleboro*, 
Hanover, Dedham, and Wrentham is due the origin 
of this notedly excellent regiment. Companies pre- 
viously formed and drilled in these towns were ordered 
into camp at Dedham, Mass., by the Governor in 
July, 1861, and thus made the nucleus for the Eigh- 
teenth. To these were soon added companies from 
Taunton, Quincy, and Plymouth, and in November a 
company from the town of Carver, swelling the num- 
ber to nine hundred and ninety-six men. 

The regiment was mustered into the service of the 
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United States on the 27tli of August, 1861, but as 
a battalion of eight companies loft Miisstiohusotts, Au- 
gust 2Gtli, under orders for Washington. 

The adjutant-general states that during the follow- 
ing autumn opportunity was offered, and ' favorably 
improved, for the instruction and drilling of the regi- 
ment, and the command thus obtaining a high degree 
of discipline, and a commendable proficiency in mili- 
tary drill and exercise, was complimented by the gen- 
eral of the division, George MoClellan, with a new 
and complete outfit of uniforms, camp equipage, etc., 
imported from France by the government, being the 
same worn by the CJuuseurs a pied. 

The subsequent history of the regiment was as 
brilliant as it was active and sanguinary. It shared 
in the battles on the Peninsula, and was engaged at 
Second Bull Run, Shepherdstown, Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville, Qettysburg, Rappahannock Station, 
Wilderness, Spotcsylvania, Cold Harbor, Petersburg, 
and Weldon Railroad. The casualties were numerous, 
and the regiment suffered severely, the killed and 
wounded numbering nearly two hundred and fifty. 

Made up largely by enlistments from Plymouth 
County, the Eighteenth may be justly termed the 
" Old Colony Regiment." Few organisations made 
a better record. 

Twenty-ninth Regiment. — The companies com- 
posing this regiment were mustered into service and 
lefl the State at different dates. Seven of the number 
were formed from among the first enlistments of three- 
years' men. They were sent to Fortress Monroe to 
till up the ranks of the Third and Fourth Militia 
Regiments, the latter including the Lincoln Light 
Infantry of Ilingham, and when these returned home 
the seven companies were designated as the First 
Battalion Massachusetts Volunteers. Three new 
companies were afterwards sent to join it, and the 
battalion was then regularly organized as the Twenty- 
iiinlh Regiment Mossachusults Volunteer infantry, 
[t was in the following engagements: Hompton 
Roads, Qaines' Mills, Savage Station, White-Oak 
Swamp, Malvern Hill, Second Bull Run, Antietam, 
Fredericksburg, Vicksburg, Jackson, Blue Spring, 
Campbell Station, Siege of Knoxville, Cold Harbor, 
Petersburg, Weldon Railroad, and Fort Stcdman. 

Thirty-second Regiment. — Six companies Massa- 
chusetts Volunteer Militia, organized for garrison duty 
:it Fort Warren, constituted the basis of the Thirty- 
second Regiment. Capts. Luther Stephenson, Jr., of 
Ilingham, and Cephas C. Bumpus, of Braiutree, had 
previously been connected with the Fourth Regiment 
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, and were three 
months at Fortress Monroe, commanding Companies 



I ond C. Many of the enlistments wore aim from 
thoHO who had already boon in the sorvioo, and ilio 
battalion was regarded as one of the moiit cfiieient 
orgtinixations in the State. 

These several commands were not, however, reoog- 
nixed as a regiment until May 25, 1862, when, by 
telegraph dispatch, they were ordered to report at the 
seat of war at the earliest possible moment In twelve 
hours from the time the dispatch was received they 
were on their way for Washington. Shortly alter 
the requisite number of companies was forwarded to 
join the battalion, and the ranks were filled. 

In November, 1861, Gapt. Luther Stephenaon, Jr., 
entered upon the work of recruiting a company, to 
be stationed at Fort Warren, for the purpose before 
stated, and established his headquarters at the town 
hall, Hingham, designating the locality as ''Camp 
Dimmick,*' in honor of Col. Dimmick, then in com- 
mand at Fort Warren. In the prosecution of hia 
labors he had the hearty sympathy and co-operation 
of his fellow-townsmen, who in various forms testified 
their interest, not only by acceptable contributions for 
the happiness and comfort of those in oamp, but by 
rendering every other service in their power. 

linliHtmcnts came in rapidly, many from various 
towns in different sections of the State ; and shortly, 
by the accession of thirty-one men from Camp Cam- 
eron, including Lieut. Charles A. Dearborn, of Salem, 
the requbite number was secured. 

On Monday, Nov. 26, 1861, all were mustered into 
the service of the United States ; ond on Tuesday, 
November 27th, lefl camp for Fort Warren, where 
the winter of 1861-62 was passed. 

Immediately on the departure of Company A, 
Lieut. Lyman B. Whiton opened a reoruiting-offioe 
at Oosb Hall, for the purpose of obtaining enlist- 
ments, to be joined to a company then being raised 
by Capt. Bumpus, of Braintree. His enterprise was 
soon crowned with abundant success. Mora than 
fifty men were enrolled, nearly forty of whom were 
from the town of Hingham. A portion of these, 
however, were not mustered in, on account of excess 
of numbers, thirty-two being finally accepted. On 
Monday, December 13th, the recruits left Ilingham 
for Camp Cameron, where they were consolidated 
with Company E, Capt. Bumpus, and where they 
remained until Tuesday, December 24th, when all 
left for Fort Warren. 

In January, 18G4, three hundred and thirty men 
of this regiment, having re-enlisted, were permitted 
to go to their homes in Massachusetts for thirty days. 
They arrived in Boston on Sunday, and received a 
most cordial welcome from Qovernor Andrew, the 
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mayor, nnd other officinls. A milato was firod on 
Boston Common in honor of thoir arriyal, and a ool- 
lation provided at Faneuil Hall. 

The list of battles of the Thirty-seeond is as fol- 
lows, vis. : Malvern Hill, Oaines* Mill, Second Ball 
Run, Antietam, Shepherdstown Ford, Fredericksburg, 
Ghancellorsville, Gettysburg, liappahannock Station, 
Mine Run, Wilderness, Laurel Hill, Spottsylvania, 
North Anna, Tolopotoroy Swamp, Bethesda Church, 
Cold Harbor, Petersburg, Weldon Railroad, Yaughan 
road, I>abney*8 Mills, Boydton road, and White-Oak 
road. 

The total number of killed and wounded, and of 
those who died from disease, was two hundred and 
seventy-seven. The regiment was mustered out June 
29, 1865. 

Thirty-fifih Begiment— The Thirty-fiah Regi- 
ment was mustered into the service of the United 
States Aug. 21, 1862, left Massachusetts the day 
following, and was mustered out June 9, 1865. 

Few organizations from the State exhibit a more 
extended or a more severe experience. It rendered 
efficient service in Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Arkansas, and Mississippi, and greatly distinguished 
itself at the taking of the city of Jackson, the capital 
of Mississippi. It was present at the battles at An- 
tietam, Fredericksburg, Campbell Station, siege of 
Knoxville, Spottsylvania, North Anna, Cold Harbor, 
Weldon Railroad, South Mountain, Vicksburg, Pop- 
lar Spring Church, Hatcher^s Run, Fort Sedgwick, 
Fort Mnhone, and i^ctcrsburg. 

Thirty-eighth Regiment. — Seven companies of 
the Thirty-eighth Regiment were recruited at Camp 
Stanton, Lynnfield, and three (Cambridge companies) 
at Camp Cameron. It was mustered into the service 
Aug. 24, 1862, left the State August 26th for Bal- 
timore, and November 10th embarked for New Or- 
leans. In March, 1863, it joined the brigade at 
Baton Rouge, and on the 13th marched to Port 
Hudson to assist in the demonstration made to aid 
Admiral Farragut in passing the batteries. It was 
in the Western Jjouisiuna campaign under Gen. 
Banks, nnd afierwards took part in all the assaults 
upon Port Hudson, Huflcritig a heavy loss. It also 
shared in the Red River expedition, under Bunks. 

The regiment returned to Virginia in the summer 
of 18G4, and went through the Shenandoah Valley 
canjpaign under Sheridan, and was for a time under 
Hio eoniinand of iSheniiaii in Oedrgiii and North Car- 
olina. AlUrr an («xl(*ndod, wcarisonn;, and {H;ril()UH 
experience, it was mustered out at Savannah, June 
oO, 181)5, by reason of the close of the war, and 
Gnally reached home and was discharged July 13, 



1865, eleven months* pay being then due the regi- 
ment. 

The Thirty-eighth was present in the engagements 
at Bisland, Port Hudson, Cane River, Mansura, Ope- 
quan, Fisher's Elill, and Cedar Creek. 

Thirty-ninth Regiment— The Thirty-ninth Mas- 
sachusetts Infantry was recruited prinoipally from 
Bristol, Essex, Middlesex, Norfolk, Plymouth, and 
Suffolk Counties. Of those from Plymouth County, 
a large proportion were from the towns of Hingham, 
Scituate, and South Soituate. 

The regiment was organised at Lynnfield, Mass., 
but for a short time before leaving the State was 
located at Camp Stanton, in the town of Boxford. 
It was mustered into the United States service Sep- 
tember 4th ; arrived at Washington, D. C, Sept. 8, 
1862 ; and June 2, 1865, was mustered out by reason 
of close of the war. 

The Thirty-ninth served upon picket-guard duty 
in the Department of Defenses of Washington until 
July 12, 1863, when it joined the Army of the 
Potomac. It did not, however, take part in any en- 
gagement until May 5, 1864, when, being ordered 
out on the Brock Pike, it advanced in line of battle 
through the woods to the support of a body of troops 
in front, then being hard pressed by the enemy. 
From that time it was in nearly if not all the con- 
flicts that took place between the Army of the 
Potomac and the Confederate forces in Virginia. 
The last year of its history was marked by heavy 
losses in killed, wounded, and prisoners ; Col. Davis, 
the commander of the regiment, being among those 
who were killed. 

The battles in which it was engaged occurred in 
rapid succession. They were Mine Run, Wilderness, 
Spottsylvania, North Anna, Tolopotomy, Bethesda 
Church, Petersburg, Weldon Railroad, Dabney's 
Mills, Gravelly Run, and Five Forks. 

The Thirty-ninth was present at the surrender of 
Gen. Lee, and also was among the military organiza- 
tions that participated in the grand review at Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

First Regiment Heavy Artillery. — The basis of 
this regiment was the Fourteenth Regiment Infantry. 
It was mustered into the service of the United States 
July 5th, and left Massachusetts July 7, 1861. 

By order from the War Department it was changed 
to a heavy artillery regiment Jan. i, 1862. 

In 1H(»3 t.lio rei^imont rc-onliKted for an additional 
t(Mni (>r three yearn, and was nniHtered out Aug. 10, 
1865, making its complete period of service more than 
four years. 

Its record includes the following engagements, viz.: 
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Spottsylvania, North AnDa, Tolopotomy, Cold Harbor, 
Potcrsburg, Strawberry Plaina, Doep Bottom, Poplar 
Spring Church, Boydton Road, Hatcher's Ran, Dun- 
can's Run, and Yuughan road. 

Third Regiment Heavy Artillery.— The Third 
Regiment of Heavy Artillery was formed fVom the 
Third, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, Tenth, Kiev- 
enth. Twelfth, Thirteenth, Fourteenth, Fifteenth, and 
Sixteenth Unattached Companies of Heavy Artillery. 

The eight companies first mentioned were originally 
raised for the coast defense of the State of Massachu- 
setts, and for a time were so employed. 

The new organization was directed by order of the 
War Department, and the raiment was forwarded to 
Washington in the autumn of 1864. 

From this time to the expiration of its term of 
enlistment it was stationed at different points in the 
vicinity for the defense of the national capital. 

Fourth Regiment of Cavalry. — This regiment 
was organized by special order from the War Depart- 
ment, and was composed of the Independent Battalion, 
formerly Third Battalion, First Regiment of Cavalry, 
Massachusetts Volunteers, and two new battalions 
recruited in Massachusetts. 

At the time of \tA organization tho First Battnlion, 
Maj. Stevens, was stationed in South Carolina. 

The Second Battalion left the State March 20, 
1864, and the Third April 23, 1864. 

With full complement of men the regiment con- 
sisted of twelve squadrons, each one hundred strong, 
and was fully recruited March 1, 1864. 

A portion of the regiment was present in the en- 
gagements at Qainesvillo, Fla., Drury'a Bluff, and also 
in several of the battles before Petersburg and Rich- 
mond. Mustered out Nov. 14, 1865. 

The Old Colony Railroad, which threads Plym- 
outh County in various directions, is a consolidation 
of several lines, the oldest being that portion extend- 
ing from Boston to Plymouth, which was chartered 
March 18, 1844, and opened Nov. 10, 1846. The 
next oldest portion was the line from Boston to Fall 
River. Sept. 7, 1854, these two lines were consoli- 
dated under the name- of the Old Colony and Fall 
River Railroad Company. Oct. 1, 1872, the Full 
River Railroad was consolidated with the Cape Cod 
Railroad Company, which was chartered in 1846, 
and road opened to Cape Cod, July 23, 1873. Upon 
this consolidation the road took the name of the Old 
Colony Railroad Company. The South Shore was 
purchased Oct. 1, 1876; the Duxbury and Coliassct, 
Oct. 1, 1878; the Fall River, Warren and Provi- 
dencc, Deo. 1, 1875. The Mlddleboro' and Taunton 
branch was opened in 1856, the direct lino tna Euston 



and Taunton in 1871, and the branch from Raynham 
to Taunton in 1882. Feb. 1, 1879, a ouiitraci was 
made under which the Old Colony and the Booton, 
Clinton, Filohburg and New BodfortI Railruotlii were 
to be operated perpetually as one lino, the latter com- 
pany receiving as its share ten and two-thirda per 
oent. of the gross earnings of the consolidated line. 
The Boston, Clinton, Fitchburg and New Bedford 
Railroad was a consolidation of several lines. The 
Old Colony also leases the Lowell and Framingfaam 
Railroad and the Fall River Railroad, a lino extend- 
ing from Fall River to New Bedford. Tho lease of 
this road was made for ninety-nine years. It also 
leases the Dorchester and Milton road, a line extend- 
ing from Neponset to Mattapan, a dtstanoe of three 
and one-third miles. The company operates 468.32 
miles of road, and have one hundred and twenty loco- 
motives and three thousand one hundred and eighty- 
two cars. 

The following are the lines of this road and its 
branches: Boston to Providence, 120.01 miles; 
South Breintree to Plymouth, 26.04; Brointree to 
Kingston, 32.30 ; South Braintroe to Newport^ 
57.97 ; Middleboro' to Taunton, 14.96 ; New Bod- 
fortl to Fitchburg, 91.49. JimiivJicM: Midflloboni' 
and Taunton, 8.04 ; South Abingtou to Bridgewater, 
7.33 ; Atlantic to Braintree, 5.41 ; Cohasset Narrows 
to Wood's Hall, 17.54; Yarmouth to Hyanni8,5.05 ; 
Pratt's Junction to Sterling Junction, 5.67 ; Whit- 
tenton Junction to Attleboro', 8.60; Tremont to 
Fair Haven, 15.17. Also the Kaston, Shawmut, Fall 
River, Warren and Providence Extension, Lancaster, 
Marlboro*, Framingham Prison, Weir, and Acushnei 
branches. 

The road is under the present management : Presi- 
dent, Charles F. Choate ; Treasurer, John M. Wash- 
burn ; Clerk, John S. Brayton ; (General Manager, 
J. R. Kendrick; Division Superintendents, J. II. 
French, S. A. Webber, C. H. Nyo; Oeneral Pas- 
senger and Ticket Agent, J. Sprague, Jr. ; General 
Freight Agent, S. C. Putnam ; Superintendent of 
Motive Power, J. N. Lander ; Chief Engineer, Qeorge 
S. Morrill ; Master of Transportation, J. C. Sanborn ; 
Master of Car Repairs, S. Stevens ; Purchasing Agent, 
R. W. Ifusted. 

The present directors are Uriel Crocker, Francis 
B. JIuycs, Samuel C. Cobb, Boston ; Charles F. 
Choate, Soutliboro' ; Frederick L. Ames, Easton ; 
Charles L. Levering, Taunton; Thomas J. Borden 
and John S. Brayton, Fall River; William J. Rotch, 
New Bedford; John J. Russell, Plymouth; Royal 
M. Turner, Randolph ; Nathaniel Thayer, Lancaster; 
and Thomas Dunn, Newport, R. I. 
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The Pall Biver Line. — Tliia rnilroad company 
also owns the fatuous Fall lliver line. Tlio first 
communication between Fall lliver and New York 
was inaugurated in 1847 by the organization of the 
Bay State Steamboat Company, with a capital of 
three hundred thousand dollars. The first steamer, 
" Bay State," commenced her trips in May of that 
year. This company in course of time passed into 
control of the Boston, Newport and New York 
Steamboat Company, and later the steamers became 
the property of the Narragansett Steamship Com- 
pany, then under the control of James Fisk, Jr., and 
Jay Quuld, of New York. 

In about the year 1871 this lino passed int4) the 
puRScssifin of the Old Colony llailroad Ct)mi>any, thus 
forming its now famous " Fall River Line** between 
Boston and New York. Among the older boats op- 
erated by this company were the " Senator,** the " Gov- 
ernor," tho < Katahdin,** and the "State of Maine.** 
The present steamers are the " Old Colony*' and 
" Newport** for winter service, and the palatial steam- 
ers " Bristol,** " Providence,'* and " Pilgrim'* for 
summer service. The latter was added to the line in 
1883, and is one of the finest and largest steamers 
plying on the sound. 

■ 

BROCKTON. 

TTniversalist Society. — Since the settlement of 
Kev. Mr. Start, in 18G4, the pulpit of the Universal- 
ifltA of Brockton has had a varied experience, and 
the supply been somewhat irregular, llev. Stephen L. 
Rorapaugh was pastor from May, 18G4, to Dec. 16, 
186G, when he resigned, though he continued preach- 
ing till March 24, 1867. The next pastor was the 
llev. Isaac M. Atwood, from May, 1867, to 1872. 
Rev. S. S. Hobard, April, 1872. 

Kills Packard, O. O. Patten, and David F. Studlcy, 
deacons ; Sumner A. Hayward, clerk ; Alpheus 
Elolmcs, superintendent of Sunday-school. 

Several changes took place in the affairs of the so- 
ciety from 1872 to 1877. About that time Rev. 
Samuel L. Real removed to Brockton from Province- 
town, and trathcrod a new or<;aniz:ition of members of 
the dislnindod pocicly, and prcaclicd in the old Uiii- 
vcrsalist Cliurcli, wliicli was then unoccupied, where 
he remained for a few months, and then removed to 
the Grand Army Mall, East Ehn Street, where he 
remained for two to three years. His first great effort 
was to (ir<;jniizc a Sunday-school, which ho did on the 
C)lU iliiy nC JiiiK*, IH7T. In 1SH(I this Hori(^ty re- 
moved to Ounniiitrhain Hall, formerly the old IJni- 
vcrsalist Clnncii, where Ik^ continued (or about three 
years. On the Uth of November, 1880, a new and 



legal organization of the society took place, under the 
name of Now Universalist Society. The success of 
the society has been largely through the efforts and 
labors of Rev. Mr. Beal, who bad gathered an as- 
sembly representing nearly one hundred families, and 
a Sunday-school having a library of about one thou- 
sand volumes. Mr. Beal was an active and earnest 
man in the pulpit. He was also deeply interested 
in temperance and other reforms in the city, and 
labored vigorously with tongue and pen to check the 
tide of intemperance and vice, and often with telling 
effect. Mr. Beal did faithful service on the scliool 
committee in 1882. Rev. Mr. Beal retired from the 
service of this church in August, 1883. 

On tho 1st of September, tho same year, tho Rev. 
John P. Eastman, of Manchester, N. H., a graduate 
of Tuflfl College, was invited to supply the pulpit, 
and immediately began preaching, and on Thursday, 
the 20th of December, in Cunningham Hall, he was 
ordained to the ministry and installed as pastor of the 
church. The hall was finely trimmed with evergreen, 
and over the pulpit the words, " God is our Strength." 
The service commenced at two o*clock p m., and was 
largely attended. Rev. C. R. Tenney, of Stoughton, 
led the praise meeting, and the sermon was preached 
by Rev. W. C. Biddle, of North Cambridge. The 
regular ordination serviceji at seven p.m. were well 
attended, the hall being completely filled. 

Rev. R. P. Bush, of Everett, read the Scriptures 
and offered prayer. AAer the ordination hymn a 
sernmn was delivered by Rev. L. F. McKinney, of 
Manchester, N. H., which was an eloquent discourse. 
Rev. C. R. Tenney gave the charge to the pastor, 
Rev. R. T. Sawyer, of Quincy, extended the fellow- 
ship of the church, and Rev. B. F. Bowles, of Abing- 
ton, delivered the charge to the society. After the 
singing of the hymn, ** Jesus, Lover of my Soul,'* 
by the congregation, the benediction was pronounced 
by the newly-ordained pastor. 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church. — The 6rst services 
of this denomination in Brockton were in 1871, when 
a mission was established. Rev. Benjamin R. Gif- 
ford, of Bridgewater, Mass., commenced preaching 
in the vestry of the Central Methodist Church, in 
Brockton, and *' Music Hall," afterwards in " Perkins' 
Hall." 

Kev. James II. Sanderson, of Plymouth, was the 
next preacher, and afterwards Rev. J. Nelson Jones 
supplied tho pulpit for a time. 

K(5V. Thonias (I (.Sirver, D.l)., of New York City, 
foruicrly a chaplain in the army, preached here for a 
time, from Aug. IT), 1875. The estimation in which 
Dr. Carver was held by the people with whom he 
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labored may be seen in the following reaolutionB, 
unanimously adopted by St. PauVB Kpivoopal Society 
at a meeting held June 20, 1878 : 

"WiiKiiHAt, ThoinM Q. Garv«r, D.D., piMtor of Si. Paul'* 
Ohuroh, Brockton, has tendered to vt the reelgnallon of bU 
office as pastor, and 

** Whbrkas, Ho has in a most friendly manner made it ap- 
parent to tts tliat his action in this matter is and will be a mu- 
tual benefit to our Parish, as well as to himself, therefore 

" Re9olved, That while we aooept bis resignation in the 
spirit of love and good-will, we personally and oolleetively ap- 
preciate his abilities, and regret his leaving us at this time. 

" Renolvtd, That we tender him our sinoero thanks for bis 
ministrations during the past three years, and especially for 
the hearty interest and energy displayed in the personal effort 
so successfully made in the building of our chapel. 

** Hfolocd, That wo tender our wishes for bis liealib, happi- 
ness, and success in the field of labor so recently opened to 
him. 

** Renolvedf That the clerk be instmcted to oonvey a copy of 
these resolutions to Dr. Carver, and cause the same to be 
printed in the Brookton papers." 

This society has a neat chapel costing about two 
thousand dollars, sixty by thirty-five feet in size, on 
Pleasant Street, fitted up in good taste. St. Paul's 
Chapel was opened for public worship Sunday, July 
8, 1877. The services wore conducted by Dr. Car- 
ver, who preached the dedicatory sermon from the 
text, 1 Samuel vii. 12. Music on that occasion was 
by a quartette of vocalists, consisting of Mrs. £. E. 
Dean, Mrs. C. F. Weston, Mr. W. D. Packard, 
director, and Mr. F. James ; Miss Holbrook presided 
at the organ. 

The chapel is an unpretentious little edifice of the 
Norman-Qothic style of architecture, with a sharp 
roof, buld gables, and Qothic windows. Over the 
front door is a projecting entrance, surmounted by a 
cross. The interior is finished with open timber- 
ing to the roof; at the chancel end is a handsome 
stained window, bearing an emblem of the Trinity, 
beneath which is an elegant altar of walnut and ash. 
Inside the chuncel-rail are two richly upholstered 
chairs, and a lectern, on which is a beautiful copy of 
the Bible, presented to the church. The auditorium 
has sittings for nearly two hundred people. The 
pews are cushioned, and the aisle neatly carpeted. 
Seats for the choir and a place for an organ are 
located at the southwest corner of the room and 
screened by a low curtain. 

Permanent services have been establUhcd hero, 
whicii supplies a long* felt want for those who desire 
the impressive services of the Episcopal Church, and 
in a community like Brockton will soon outgrow in 
numbers their present accommodations. 

Brockton Tabernacle Free Church. — The first 
services commenced by this church were held on 



Friday evening, June 4, 1876, in the room formerly 
occupied by the Board of Trade, under Mukio Hall, 
at the corner of Uaat Kim and Main StroeU. Itov. 
Charles M. Wiuohostor, who was oonueciod with the 
North Knd Mlatioo of Boaton, wat pastor. The obief 
object of this new society was to preach the goepel to 
the masses, having special regard in and for the yoang 
people who attend no stated place of worship, and to 
lead them into moral and Christian wayii. It was 
unsectarian, the chief planks in its platform being as 
follows : 

" liepentance toward Qod ; Faith in the Lord Joeiis 
Christ, and a Holy Life." Ito motto was, ^^More 
faith, more charity, more work." *' The singing will 
be congregational, and the scats free." 

The first meeting wat well attended, and apparently 
by those who were interested in the new movement. 
The pastor preached from Acts viii. 5-8. A large 
number of young persons were present, who Ibtened 
with the deepest attention, and ample evidence of the 
need of such a church was manifest. The nnmb^ 
continued to increase under the preaching of Mr. 
Winchester, and Music Hall was required in a short 
time to accommodate the increasing numbers. On 
Friday, the 1st day of Octolior, 1875, a niom in 
Mercantile Building was dedicated to the service of 
the church ; connected with this church a " Literary 
and Musical Club," and a Children's Tempeninoe So- 
ciety, christened by the name of " Brockton Star-of- 
Promise Cadets," was formed of young people under 
twelve years of age ; also a Woman's Temperance 
Working and Praying Band did good work. In ad- 
dition to Mr. Winchester's Iab4)r8 connected with thin 
church, he preached in the almshouse every Sabbath 
aflernoon. This society continued till Feb. 4, 1877, 
when the pastor delivered his farewell discourse. 

Unity Churoh.— On the first Sabbath in May, 1881, 
Rev. A. Everett Ooodnough, who had been located 
at Bridgewater, commenced religious serviocs in Ss- 
tucket Hall, under the auspices of the *' Unitarian 
Association" of Boston. There were about one hun- 
dred and fifly persons present at the first meeting. 
Regular services were held, as above stated, in Sa- 
tucket Hull, and on Sunday, May 20, 1881, and at the 
close of the services a meeting was held of those in- 
terested in the formation of a Unitarian Society, con- 
sisting of about one hundred persons. Charles W. 
Sumner, Esq., presided, and Dr. Henry H. Filoon 
was chosen secretary, ** the object being for the pur- 
pose of ericouruging and promoting religious worship 
of the Unitarian faith, and to become a part of the 
80-cullod Uniturian denomination." 

June 26, 1881, the society " voted to extend a call 
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to llcv. A. Kvcrctt Goodiiough to bocoiuc their 
pastor. The nicnibere of this society organized 
und adopted a set of by-laws for the management of 
the business affairs of the church, with the following 
officers : Finance Committee, Col. John J. Whipple, 
Benjamin O. Caldwell, Hon. Henry H. Packard, 
William U. Toboy, Lucius Richmond, James H. 
Cooper, Dr. Henry H. Filoon. 

The religious and social interests of the church 
were in charge of the pastoral committee, which was 
as follows : Charles W. Sumner, Esq., Rev. A. Ev- 
erett Goodnough, Henry F. Whitmarsh, Howard T. 
IVflarshnll, Jjoronsu D. Uervey, John F. Cooper, Mm. 
John E. Howard, Mrs. A. Everett Goodnou<!h. 

The music committee were the following: John K. 
Howard, Sumner A. Hayward, Elmer W. Walker, J. 
H. Davey, A. P. Hazard, H. A. Cleverly, and Henry 
S. Porter. 

The following is a list of the earliest and most ac- 
tive members of this society : John J. Whipple, 
Henry H. Packard, Henry H. Filoon, James H. 
Cooler, William H. Tobey, Lucius Richmond, Benja- 
min 0. Caldwell, Henry S. Porter, George H. Gould, 
Warren S. Gurney, Charles C. Merritt, Herbert S. 
Fuller, 0. 0. Patton, William H. Wade, Oliver B. 
Quinby, John F. Cooper, Henry B. Caldwell, Alfred 
W. Jones, Elmer W. Walker, Charles Perkins, George 

A. Wheeler, Linus H. Shaw, N. B. Sherman, Charles 
Lambert, Charles E. McKlroy, A. Cranston Thomp- 
son, John E. Howard, licnmel V. Churchill, liorenzo 
D. Her.vcy, Ambrose Lock wood, Walter Bradford, 
Andrew B. Holmes, George E. Bryant (2), John H. 
Davy, Charles D. Fullerton, Emery E. Kent, Jerome 

B. Briggs, and Charles E. Stone. 

The society continued to increase in numbers till 
thorn Hoomod to be a necessity for increasing their ac- 
coniniodntions and becoming a legal organization. 
Having that object in view, a petition was presented 
to Charles W. Sumner, Esq., a justice of the peace, 
to call a meeting for that purpose, and for choosing a 
bonrd of officers. 

Agreeably to the will a meeting wan held, Fridiiy, 
Nov. 30, 1883, which was adjourned to Wednesday, 
Dec. 5, 1883, at wliicli time a set of by-laws was 
adopted, among which were the following : 

" Article 1. The name of this religious association shall be 
the Unity Church. 

"Article 2. The ohjcct of this Church shall bo the study and 
prartico of pnro roliKion. Although it is designed to bo known 
as a Unitarian Christian Church, no doctrinal test shall ever 
be made a condition of nicniberHhip/' 

Dr. Henry H. Filoon was elected clerk, Benjamin 
0. Caldwell, treasurer, with Col. John J. Whipple, 



Benjamin 0. Caldwell, Elmer W. Walker, Dr. Henry 
H. Filoon, Lucius Richmopd, A. Cranston Thompson, 
and William H. Tobey, as standing committee. 

At this meeting it was voted to purchase a lot of 
land on Pond Street, near Belmont Street, owned by 
Rufus P. Kingman, Esq., as a site for a church build- 
ing. The lot is a desirable one, is seventy-eight by 
one hundred and ten feet, and the price paid two 
thousand dollars. Messrs. Benjamin 0. Caldwell, 
Lucius Richmond, and William H. Tobey were 
chosen to procure plans, eta, for the new church 
edifice. 

The church, which is in process of building, will 
be a tasteful edifice, of wood, with a brick basement. 
The enlire length of the building is eighty-seven feet, 
the main portion being sixty-six feet long, having a cov- 
ered portico twenty-five feet long. It is of the cottage 
stylo of architecture, and has a tower at the southwest 
corner seventy-four feet high, twelve feet square, and 
another at the northwest corner, fifly-three feet in 
height. It has five double windows of stained glass 
on cither side, affording the interior a pleasing and 
cheerful aspect. 

The interior has seatings for four hundred people, 
with aisles three and one-half feet in width, a choir- 
gallery and pulpit, with a study in the southeast cor- 
ner ; a vestry, thirty-eight by forty feet ; a parlor, 
thirty-eight by twenty-two feet; a kitchen, nine by 
twelve feet ; a library, eight feet square, in short, it 
will be an attractive and elegant structure. There is 
a Sunday-school connected with this church number- 
ing one hundred and seventy-five scholars. George 
H. Oould was the first superintendent, Mrs. Lucy A. 
Upham, assistant superintendent. Dr. Henry H. Fi- 
loon is the present incumbent ; George E. Bryant, 
librarian. 

Brockton Free- Will Baptist Church was organ- 
ized Feb. 5, 1884. Numbers thirty-nine communi- 
cants. Services are held in Joslyn's Hall, on Centre 
Street. The present pastor is Rev. Henry T. Bar- 
nard. Mr. Barnard is the son of Tristram and Ma- 
liala V, (Russell) Barnard, born in Exeter, Me., 
April 1, 1841; graduated in the high school, Lowell, 
Mass., in 1859, and Bates' Theological School, Lew- 
iston, Mc. ; settled in Ossipee, N. H., 1878, and in 
Brockton, 1884. Isaac N. Allen, Cyrus K. Lane, 
deacons; John Barbour, clerk and treasurer; John 
Barbour, superintendent of Sunday-school. 

Latter-Day Saints. — Services are held in James* 
Hall, Clark's Block, Main Street, on the Sabbath, 
twice a day under the above name. 

Swedish Baptist Chnrch hold services in Drake's 
Hall, Campello. Organized 1883. 
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Commeroial Club. — This is a local organization of 
prominent business men, having for its object the 
cultivation of pleasant persona] relations between its 
members, and the promotion of metufurcs for the wel- 
fare and growth of the city. 

At the outset this club was named Union Club, and 
its number limited to twenty-iive members, but as 
there was another of that name, it was soon changed. 
The social element of this organization, which is a con- 
spicuous element, is its monthly meetings at Hotel 
Belmont, at which speeches from invited guests 
having reference to and a bearing upon the mercan- 
tile interests of the city are oflen expected. In its 
general features it is not unlike many of the clubs of 
Boston. Its first officers at its organization, Jan. 12, 
1883, were as follows : Rufus P. Kingman, president ; 
Ziba C. Keith, vice-president ; Baalis Sanford, secre- 
tary; Henry W. Robinson, treasurer; Davis S. 
Packard, BUis Packard, Qardner J. Kingman, execu- 
tive committee ; Charles W. Sumner, Preston B. 
Keith, William W. Cross, Qeorge E. Keith, and 
Sewall P. Howard, committee on membership. 

Old Colony Congregational Club. — This club 
was formed Nov. 21, 1883, of clergymen and laymen 
of various churches in the immediate vicinity of 
Brockton, for the promoting of social and effective 
work in the churches on a similar plan to other or- 
ganizations in various sections of the State. Any 
person attending, or who is a member of a Congre- 
gational Church, is eligible to membership. Six 
monthly meetings are held each year in Brockton, 
one in October, and the last one in the spring. A 
slight fee for membership is assessed, to pay current 
expenses. 

Howard Associates. — James Foley, president; 
A. E. Packard, vice-president; Edward E. Bowen, 
clerk ; W. H. Cushing, treas. ; E. M. Lowe, William 
E. Davis, and B. T. Hatch, standing committee. 

Probate Courts. — Sessions of the Probate Court 
for Plymouth County are held in Brockton in 1884, 
as follows: Monday, Feb. 11, 1884; Monday, May 
26, 1884; Monday, July 14, 1884; Monday, Nov. 
24, 1884. 

Jesse E. Keith, judge of probate; Edward E. 
Hobart, register of probate. 

First District Conrt of Plymouth, established 
July 1, 1874. 

The towns of Brockton, Bridgewater, and East 
Bridgewater constitute a judicial district, under the 
jurisdiction of the court, established by the name of 
*' First District Court of Plymouth." 

Sessions of this court are held daily for the trial 
of criminal cases, and on Tuesdays for civil business. 



The court consists of one standing justice and two 
spooial justices, commissioned by the Qovenior of tlie 
commonweaUh, as follows: Jonas R. Porkinn, atnntl- 
ing justice; Charles W. Sumner, special justice; 
Hoaea Kingman, spedal juatioe; David L. Cowell, 
clerk; Qeorge A. Wheeler, Alira S. Porter, and 
Henry S. Porter, deputy sheriffs. 

This court was organized on Tuesday the Ist day 
of July, the clerk reading the commissions of the 
standing and special justices and deputy sherifiiB. 
Otb II ay ward being designated as officer of the 
court The county commissioners have provided 
apartments in a hall on East Elm Street, and fitted it 
with the usual fixtures of a court-room. 

North Bridgewater Industrial Asaoeiation. — 
This association was organized Deo. 27, 1860, with 
the following officers : Chandler Sprague, Esq , presi- 
dent; Isaac T. Packard, secretary; Lyman Clark, 
treasurer ; Charles Ourney and David L. Cowell, vioe- 
presidents. 

The object of this association is the enooaragement 
of the mechanic arts, agriculture, and horticulture. 
On account of the rebellion of 1861 this asBociatioD 
has not made rapid progress, and their plans were sus- 
|)cndcHl for a while. Tn October, ]8()3, a new board of 
officers was chosen, as follows : John S. Eldredge, presi- 
dent; H. W. Robinson and Dr. L. W. Puffer, vice-presi- 
dents ; David L. Cowell, secretary ; Chandler Sprague, 
Esq., treasurer; Moses Steams, Rufus S. Noyes, Blilo 
Mauley, Isaac Kingman, C. J. F. Packard, Samuel 
French, lioring W. Puffer, Frederic Perkins, Henry 
W. Robinson, George A. Packard, Caleb H. Packard, 
and Alexander Hiohborn, trustees. Nov. 7, 1870, 
this association was changed to the " North Bridge- 
water Agricultural Society." 

BROCKTON. AGRICULTURAL 800IBTT. 

'' We, th« undertignod inhabitants of the town of Brookton, 
in tho (^inmon wealth of Manaohusotta, do horobj anaoolato 
uumolveii logoUior fur iho |>ur|iuao uf fornilttg a oorporaiion, un- 
der the provisions of Section 17, of Chapter 6S, of the General 
Statutes of the Commonwealth above mentioned, to eneoarage 
AgriuuUure, the name of whiuh Corporation shall be 'The 
Brockton Agricultural Society,' to be established in the said 
town of Brockton. 

" In witness whereof we hereunto set our hands, this Eighth 
day of June, in the year one thousand eight hundred and sev- 
enty-four. 

" Henry W. Robinson. John J, Whipple. 

KufuB I\ Kingman. Ooorge U. Froenmn. 

Henry £. Lincoln. William II. Tobey. 

RufuH C. Kimball. Franklin 0. Howard. 

Loreoso F. Severance. Warren A. iloward. 

William W. Stoddard. Joseph W. Robinson." 

Upon applicsition to David L. Cowell, Esq., a jus- 
tice of the peace, a warrant was issued to Henry 
W. Kobinson directing him to notify the above nieiu- 
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\}o.n to meet nt Cunniiiglmin IT nil, July 9, 1874, for 
ilio piirpdse of or^niiirMition. Henry W. llobitifloii 
wns selected as chairman, and Ira Copeland clerk. 

The following persons were chosen a committee to 
draft a set of by-laws, viz. : William W. Cross, Gkorge 
£. Freeman, Warren A. Howard, Ira Copeland, and 
Frnuklin O. Howard. 

The following were the officers during the first 
year : Henry W. Ilobinson, president ; Albert Keith, 
Charles K. Foid, Lucius Leach, Davis S. Packard, 
and Franklin 0. Howard, vice-presidents; Rufus P. 
Kingman, treasurer ; Ira Copeland, clerk ; William 
W. Cross, George N. Holmes, Warren A. Howard, 
Pclcg Ii. Jjeach, Nntlmniol U. Packard (2d), Joseph 
W. ilobinson, iind (George E. Freeman, directors; 
Ellis Packard, Ilufus P. Kingman, Otis F. Curtis, 
finance conimiltce. 

This is an organization under the Oeneral Statutes 
of Massachusetts, according to the provisions of 
rlinptiT r»(>, section 17 ; organized July !), 1874. 
The object of which is as follows : 

" For the purpose of encouraging ami promoting 
the material prosperity of this community in every 
form of productive industry, in the cultivation of the 
soil, in the rearing and improving of domestic animals, 
in the mechanic arts, and in whatever pertains to 
these, we associate ourselves under the name of 
the * Hrockton Agricullurnl Society,' and agree to bo 
governed by the by-laws of the Society." 

The first exhibition by this society took place at 
the fair-grounds Oct. 7, 8, and 9, 1874. At first 
Yale's mammoth tents were used for the indoor ex- 
hibition, but the society have since added permanent 
buildings. During the summer of 1874 the society 
built an excellent one-half mile trotting track, said 
to be one of the best in the State, and inclosed the 
entin! grounds with a high board fence, [t is situ- 
ated on Helinont, near Torrcy Street, one and one- 
quarter miles from the Main Street of Brockton, and 
contains about thirty acres of land. 

Massasoit Lodge, No. 69, I. 0. 0. F.--This 
lodge surrendered their charter, Feb. 2, 1871, where- 
upon tlie following persons petitioned for a new 
charter or to be reinstated : 

Ellis Packard, Noah Chesuian, Ijorenzo D. Ilervcy, 
Oakes S. Soule, Benjamin 11. Clapp, George 11. Whit- 
ney, Oliver B. Hervey, Horatio E. Paine, and Dan- 
iel Perkins. 

The prayer of the petitionci-s wns f^rnntcd, and 
(liey were reinstitut^Ml Feb. IG, 1871, with the fol- 
lowing oiriccrs : Noah (^hesnian, N. G. ; Lorenzo 1). 
llervoy, V. G. ; lliil'iis K. Brett, Sec.; Oakes S. 
Soule, Treas. ; Oliver B. Hervey, W. ; E. E. Pack- 



ard, C. ; F. A. Towlo, 0. G. ; W. F. Stratton, I. G. ; 
Scwall P. Howard, II. S. N. Q. ; J. W. Freeman, 
L. S. N. G. ; Walter Scott, R. S. V. G. ; E. 0. Stone, 
L. S. V. G. ; George E. Minaey, R. S. S. ; J. P. 
Gainor, L. S. S. ; George R. Whitney, Chap. 

Since printing history of this lodge on page 717, 
we find the above data. 

The first meeting of the Odd-Fellows was held in 
Tyler Cobb's Hall, at the comer of Main and High 
Streets. They now have an elegant new hall fitted 
up in Howard Block, thirty-five by fifty feet, and six- 
teen feet high ; a commodious banquet hall and other 
small rooms, besides a kitchen and closets. The hall 
was carpeted with fine Brussels by the Beatrice* 
Daughters of llebekah. 

At the south side or head of the hall is the chair 
and desk of the Noble Grand, over which hangs a 
beautiful velvet canopy in scarlet. Directly opposite, 
at the north end of the hall, is the chair and desk of 
the Vice-Grand, also having a canopy of blue velvet. 
On the led of the main entrance is the chaplain's 
desk and chairs, a gift from William H. Savage. 
Over these is another elegant canopy. The Bible 
used by the chaplain was a gifl from the Stoughton 
Lodge, No. 72. Directly opposite the chaplain*s, on 
the east or front side of the hall, is the seat of the 
Past Grand, also overhung with a beautiful velvet 
canopy, with chairs and desk presented by Col. John 
J. Whipple, of the Nemasket Encampment. 

Brockton Association of Stationary Engi- 
neers have rooms in the Theatre Building, East Elm 
Street, George V. Scott, president; Charles Reed, 
vice-president; James Robinson, secretary; Joshua 
Scars, treasurer. The object being to improve the 
standard of engincei's and to reap the benefits of ex- 
perience and experiments in engineering. 



ERRATA. 

In Ihe list of county troasarers on page 8 of the county his- 
tory the Author ponnittod himself to be led into the error of 
(iuppnging that up to the incumbency of Rosviter Cotton tho 
trcnfurcr and rogistcr of deeds wore tho same. Aftor the 
chapter had gone to press a suspicion of the error arose, and 
acari'fnl and somewhat perplexing examination of tho records 
of the Provincial Court, to which the annual accounts of 
county treasurers were rendered for approval, has made dis- 
closures leading to the following corrected list: 



Kniniiol SpmRUP ir»!»3 

.lohn Dyrr 17I(i 

niivltniui Torroy I7.m 

John Fouler 1741 

ThoninR Fimtor 1742 

K.hvRnl WIiihImw 176(» 



John Cotton 1760 

K|thmiin 8|»<Miiior 17tx» 

lUMwitor (V>ttoii I84K.t 

Wmiani ILSevor 18:J8 

John >1ori«Boy 1877 



On page 720, second column, twenty-second line, read Wil- 
liam Shopardson, instead of "Shepson." 
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